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Lately, issues and conflicts among some
of our Legion Family members have
taken on a nasty tone. Some of these
issues have been referred to Department
for solutions. Department is more than
happy to provide guidance and support
but the running of individual posts and
their association with affiliated family
members is strictly up to the Post Officers.
At National and Department we promote The Legion Family as The Legion,
Auxiliary, Sons and Legion Riders working together in support of our (4) four pillars. This is not a slogan for a Public
Relations campaign it is who we are; it is
what we hope every member of The
Legion Family believes in and is working
toward.
That is why it is disappointing to see
some of these family disagreements getting out of hand, most notably between
The Legion and our Sons. These are
the facts:
• The SAL is not a separate organization. The SAL is an organized program of The American Legion subject at each level to control by The
American Legion.

• The purported assets of an SAL
Squadron are actually assets of the
Post.
• The monies of an SAL Squadron
belong to the post. A post can govern how a squadron disburses its
income, savings or other assets if they
so choose.
• The SAL is not allowed to have any
type of voting rights on post issues
which is reserved for Legion voting
members in good standing.
These and other issues such as Auxiliary
and SAL bar privileges and being a member of the board that owns the liquor
license are outlined in various
Department documents and have been
covered in various Department venues
such as Legion College, Schools of
Instruction, and our Judge Advocate rulings.
It boils down to the individual Post
Officers and SAL squadron officers having mutual respect for one another and
working together for the good of The
Legion. The Michigan SAL is recognized by the National organization as
being one of the best in the country. Our
SAL supports many worthy causes and
has demonstrated over and over again
what a valuable asset they are for the
Department of Michigan and the veterans we support. Every instance of dis-

Note to All:

agreement has boiled down to individuals at the post & squadron level who did
not know the rules, had personal conflicts
and agenda’s and did not listen to or
respect one another.
At the fall conference I met personally with SAL squadron commander
Verville and Department President
Bowerman to discuss this issue and to
issue a joint statement to all our members.
This is it, we are in complete agreement.
Sit down, talk to each other and settle
your differences.
In the words of Squadron commander Verville
“I became a member of The American
Legion Family in 1957 when I joined the Sons
of The American Legion, my dad being a Legion
member and my mother an Auxiliary member, so
the transition to being a member of THE Legion
Family was not a problem.
Respect was always part of our family and also
at our Legion Post. Sure, everyone did not always
agree on everything, but by talking things over the
problems were worked out. The same thing can be
done now by respecting each other’s opinion and
talking things out.
Commander Richard, President Carrie and I
have been having a great year despite having different backgrounds and living in different parts of
the state. What we do have in common is why
The American Legion was formed, a strong belief
to assist veterans and veteran’s families,

Americanism, and children & youth.
With these as our interests and respecting the
other person, by having open communication, The
Legion Family will only get stronger.”
I couldn’t have said it better. As in any
family there will always be issues to deal
with, I’m asking that they be dealt with
and don’t let them become problems. As
in any family, the parents/adults must
take control and set an example. I’m calling on the adults in our Posts, Units,
Squadrons and Riders i.e. Post
Commanders, Unit Presidents, and
Squadron Commanders to set the tone
and demonstrate by actions and deeds
what being a family is all about. There are
many examples for you to view all across
the great state of Michigan and our
Department.
I thank you for your efforts.
Sincerely,
Richard Chatman
Commander
American Legion
Department of Michigan
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Chaplain

Eddie W. Brown, State Chaplain
“FORTUNE COOKIE PHILOSOPHY”

Many of you who know me know that I
don’t see much use in horoscopes. There is
no way that the same prediction can be relative to all of the people in the world that
have the same astrological sign. I know I’m
probably going to spark some controversy
from other folks that do read them faithfully. I’m sure that some of you are going to
tell me later about some interesting coincidences. To me, horoscopes are like looking
at the racing form after a race for clues that
could have told you which horse was going
to win. Too late, the race is over. How
does it go, “hindsight is 50/50?” Now that
being said, it is going to sound funny that I
really enjoy fortune cookies and the little
notes with words of wisdom.
You never know what the fortune from a
cookie is going to say. Much of the time it
is not really a prediction but a keen observation of life. Some of them are funny but
others are pretty deep. One that I read
some time ago, “to find ourselves, we must

first lose ourselves.” Wow, a sociology major
and theologian could write a whole book on
that one. It reminds me of the line from
Amazing Grace, “I once was lost, but now
I’m found. I was blind but now I see.” At
our darkest hour, we find ourselves giving in
to the saving grace of God. Luke 9:24-25
tells us: “For whoever wants to save their life
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me
will save it. What good is it for you to gain
the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit your
very self ?
The other day a coworker went to the
Chinese restaurant at the food court. When
she finished lunch she showed me the fortune
from her cookie which read, “Don’t bother
me now I’m resting. Even fortune cookies
need their sleep.” Really, are you kidding
me? How disappointing is that? It just isn’t
right! I know it isn’t exactly the same, but
that would be like going to church and after
taking up the offering the pastor saying,
“I’m a little tired today so you all can go on
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home. There would be a deacon’s meeting
immediately following. Thankfully I serve
a God who never sleeps. “He will not let
your foot slip, he who watches over you will
… neither slumber nor sleep.” Psalm 121:24
A few days later I went to the same place
for lunch. I waited to finish my lunch and
finally with considerable anticipation broke
open the cookie. My fortune read, “Faith is
personal, but never private.” That’s more
like it and how so very true. If you are a person of faith, other people will see it in your
life. His light will shine in you like a candle
in the darkness. And through you, others
might be drawn to His true peace. I will
leave you with one more passage, John 13:35,
“By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.” So
yes, I like fortune cookie philosophy. Or is
it that if we take the time we can find meaning in even the simplest things in life around
us. God Bless You All. Chaplin Eddie

The American Legion requires that each person in a room
must register with the Corporation.
Registration fee is $10. Make your check payable to:

Name:______________________________________ (________)
Address:______________________________________________
City/Zip:_______________________________________________
Guests’ Names:_______________________________ (________)
____________________________________________(________)
____________________________________________ (________)
____________________________________________ (________)
Enclosed find: $___________ for __________ Registrations
Arrival Date: ______________ Departure Date: _____________
In case of Questions:
Phone # _________________ Email ______________________
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Richard I. Chatman, State Commander

It’s so easy to say.

Two recent incidents help shape my
column in this issue of
the
Michigan
Legionnaire. (1) The
car-jacking of a
World War 2 Vet in
the city of Detroit as
he stopped to get gas
on his way to bible
Richard I. Chatman, study and (2) my trip
State Commander to Washington D. C.
to
attend
the
American Legion’s Washington D.C.
Conference.
Both demonstrated where we are today
as a society. In the Detroit incident, here
was a World War 2 Vet who simply decided to stop and gas up his vehicle and was
assaulted, his vehicle stolen and suffered
a broken leg. Even more appalling, he
crawled along the ground trying to reach
the gas station as people casually walked
by with no offer of assistance. What were
these people thinking? That could have
been their father, uncle, grandfather and
they offered absolutely no assistance.
Shame on them and they wonder why
people are afraid to come to Detroit.
As far as my trip to Washington, it was

“Hi”

the first time that I actually stayed in our
Nation’s Capital. What a fascinating and
historical city. Quite frankly to this
Detroiter, it was impressive and awe
inspiring, however what stood out to me
was the same coldness and indifference
that existed on this trip that was shown to
the vet in need in Detroit. I arrived at the
Washington Hilton in my casual flying
clothes at a hotel filled with legionnaires
from across the country and not one bothered to say hi, hello or offer a friendly
greeting at all. If one of them had bothered to say Hi, they would have found out
that I was one of them, that this was the
first time I’ve been in this city, that I was
the Department Commander of a state
with over 72,000 members, that I was a
Vietnam veteran and that it would be
nice to have someone to share a conversation with. None of this happened
because my fellow legionnaires chose to
look right past me, look down to the
ground, and avoid eye contact when it
would have been so much easier just to say
“Hi”. Of course it was quite different
the next day when I attended meetings in
a sports coat & tie and my Legion Cap
which said State Commander –
Michigan, I got no shortage of “how you

doings and HI’s, unfortunately it would
have meant a lot more to me if it happened the day before.
This atmosphere of coldness and indifference continued as I undertook to tour
the city of Washington on my own, making use of the red, yellow and blue line bus
tour. I visited all the monuments,
Arlington Cemetery, World War 2 &
Korean memorials, the white house etc.
and wherever I went not one HI, or hello.
People walked pass, avoiding eye contact, joggers ran pass with earphones in
their ear, cell phone users walked pass
shouting into their phones and then it
happened. I decided to pause @ the
Martin Luther King Memorial and sit
down on one of the park benches and
gaze out over the water that led to a simply awesome view of the Washington
Monument. All of a sudden I heard
someone say from behind. “HI, how you
doing”; I couldn’t believe it, a friendly
greeting, it turned out that this was a
local. The gentleman was a Korean
Veteran, and he was a fisherman. In fact
while all the tourists were reveling in the
MLK Memorial, FDR Memorial and
the Jefferson Memorial, he was upset
because 30 years ago, this was where he

Education Committee Report

Well, here we are at the end of another year of our
Education and Scholarship program. At the winter
meeting our committee scrutinized ninety-six (96) applications in order to award scholarships to the most
deserving individuals. We were limited to only thirteen
(13) available, which made the task considerably harder, as there were applicants that were separated by fractions of a point. We also selected the Zone winners for
the Teacher of the Year Awards. It should be noticed
that the participation in the teacher of the year program
was way down this year. The committee made the
suggestion that the department send a representative to
the Michigan Education Association convention in
order to gain support for our programs. I’d like to thank
all the committee members, John Bradford, Roy
McLain, George Maciejewski and Dr. James Atkinson
for their diligence in judging the Wilson and Brewer
Scholarships and the Teacher of the Year Awards. Well
done gentlemen!
On the 25th of February we held our Department
Oratorical contest at Department Headquarters in
Lansing. It was quite a treat for all in attendance.
These young people were so very knowledgeable about
the Constitution of the United States. We had five
contestants, one from each of our five zones and awarded $4,900.00 in scholarship monies, all contestants
walked away as winners for their efforts. At the winter
meeting, when I gave my committee report I extended

and his fishing buddies would come to
catch small mouth bass, yellow perch,
crappie and cat fish. Now since they
built all these damn memorials, his words
not mine, he couldn’t fish anymore. I
learned how to use certain lures, how to
actually cook carp and some history of
what Washington D.C. was like 30 years
ago. He learned the difference between
The American Legion and the VFW and
wondered why no one had ever asked
him to join The Legion. We talked for
well over an hour and I have a new friend
in Washington D.C. simply because this
gentleman said “HI”.
Legionnaires the point to all this is don’t
forget the importance of just saying HI.
Who knows where the conversation may
lead, perhaps to even a veteran, male or
female joining our ranks. Saying HI is
something we all learned in kindergarten,
it worked when we were kids, it will still
works as adults. Saying HI is an act of
civility, it connects us as human beings;
it means we recognize each other it is the
first step in turning strangers into perhaps
something else. You never know who
may walk into your post; hopefully they
will leave out with a good impression of
The American Legion.

an invitation to all to attend the Oratorical contest, to Legion Department of Michigan and the youth of our
assist or to observe and be amazed by these young men state as the Chairman of the Education and Scholarship
and women. Well, my expectations were far exceeded, Committee.
For God and Country
this was the largest audience that I have ever seen at this
contest in all the years that I have been attending them. Thomas G. Brown
I would like to thank each and every one of you who Chairman, Education and Scholarship Committee
attended, there
are too many
to list but you
and I know
who you are,
so Thank You
Legionnaires,
Auxiliaires and
Sons for giving
your Saturday
afternoon for
this worthwhile
event.
I’d like to
t h a n k
Commander
Chatman for
having faith in
me and giving
me this opportunity to serve
2012 Oratorical Contestants with members of the Education Committee
The American
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Membership

MAKE A PHONE CALL, MAKE A HOME VISIT

TIME IS SHORT

By Don Meskill
DMS Coordinaor

It seems like just yesterday that we elected Richard Chatman as Commander and
here it is spring already. The membership year will soon come to a close but the
work is not yet done. Membership is a year
round effort, but it requires a bit extra this
time of year to get those remaining
renewals. Chances are they will not come
to you, you must go to them. Phone or personal contact is the order of the day.
Fifty four Posts achieved 100% or better for the December 31st incentive award.
These awards were passed out at the winter meeting. Less than half that number
reached the March award. This does not
mean that you should stop trying for that
100% goal. There’s still time.
As you know any organization has
strength in numbers and we are no exception. A strong and informed Legion membership has an impact in Congress, the
community and affects the quality of our
Legion programs. Numbers do matter.
As I said before membership is a year
round effort and there are several tools to

assist you. Many of you are aware of the
Zip code locator. Choose the Zip codes for
your area of interest and go to
mylegion.org if you have internet capability or call Department. They will be happy
to assist you. You may be surprised at the
number of Vets listed in your area.
You may have received some requests
to transfer to a local Post application.
These requests are sent out to the Posts as
they are received from National and
Department. These Vets want to belong
to your Post. Make contact!
People are on the move and
Legionnaires are no exception. National
processes approximately 30 thousand
address changes monthly. These “Project
Stay Active” forms will help you make
contact with members who move into your
area. You will receive them as they
become available. Some members will be
receptive to an offer to transfer when asked.
You are the salesman for this great
Organization and your good work is
reflected by the numbers in the membership report.
Best wishes and I’m looking forward to
seeing you at convention.

The Fighting Fifth District
Department of Michigan

By Peter Satterthwaite 5th Dist. Cmdr.

Let me start by saying to all thanks for the
support. The American Legion service to veterans remains strong in The Department of
Michigan Fifth District because of you
Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons. The
importance of your efforts on behalf of veterans is immeasurable, but at every post we
do need some identifying and quantifying.
Your annual Consolidate Post Report is the
means to do this, and the michiganlegion.org
homepage link puts filing the report at you
fingertips. The Consolidate Report is the
single-source often used to evaluate The
American Legion, so let’s insure every post of
the 5th District submits to our Department
their CPR before the June 15th deadline. At
the Winter Conference, National
Commander Wong noted the reports importance; so let’s give Department Commander
Chatman a district where every post submits
a CPR.
As a district let’s go the extra mile and give
Commander Chatman a double by repeating as a 100% district in membership. Post
28, our largest district post, recently passed
the 100% membership goal pushing us ever
closer as a district to 100%. Our next district
meeting will be at the Charles A. Conklin Post
28 in Grand Haven on May 10th at 7:00
p.m., and we will be electing officers for the
coming year. I do hope all plan to attend.
On March 10, 2012 Fifth District

Furniture City Post 258 was the Zone 2 starting site for the second Department
Membership Roundup. We had the privileged of hosting the visit by National Vice
Commander Milton Heifner and
Department Membership Chairman Jim
Wallace. March was definitely a month reminiscent of the old “community” post feeling
with numerous posts listed in the newspaper
guide of area Lenten fish fries. Many attend
as families, which is always wonderful to see.
The revenue generated helps support post
and programs. This was also the case for the
breakfast at the Boat and Canoe in conjunction with the Membership Roundup.
Please also mark your calendar for the 2012
District Tour, the Joint Memorial Banquet,
the Memorial Day Ceremonies and Parades
coming up in the district. May 5, 2012 is the
District Tour sponsored by the Sons. SAL
District Commander Jeff Meulendyk has
scheduled the tour to visit the following six
posts this year: Post 179, Post 28, Post 6, Post
305, Post 208, and Post 459. The Joint
Memorial Banquet will be May12, 2012 at
Glenn Hill Post 287 in Cedar Springs. Post
Adjutants or Chaplains should provide
District Chaplain Ron Marsiglia with their
deceased member list. Memorial Day is
observed on May 28th this year; but in keeping with tradition, the ceremony and parade
in Grand Rapids will be held on May 30,
2012. Please continue your service to our
nation’s veterans while having a great spring.

District Meetings

1st District
Summer 6/4/12 - 7PM Fred Beaudry
Post #126

2nd District
May 20th 2012* TecumsehUnderwood-Orr Post #34 (Tecumseh)
SAL meets at 12:00 pm, Service Officer Training
at 1:00 pm, Legion meets at 2 pm *Memorial
Service starts at 12:30
3rd District
Executive Board Meeting at 11:00 A.M.
Luncheon at 12:00 P.M. Regular Post and
Auxiliary Meetings at 1:00 P.M.
May 6, 2012- Battle Creek Post 298
4th District
May 6th, 2012

Baroda Post 345

5th District
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
May 10th, 2012 Grand Haven Post 28
District 6
Meetings start at 1pm (check minutes for service officer training)
May 6, 2012
Davison Post 267
7th District
May 20th, 2012 Port Huron #8 2pm
Summer Convention
June 2012
8th District
May 6th, 2012

Owosso Post 57

District 9th
May 12, 2012
Croton Post 381
Schedule remains: Executive Committee Meeting
at Noon; Service Officer info
at 12:30 p.m.; Lunch 1:00 p.m.; General
Membership Meeting at 2:00 p.m.

District 10
May 6, 2012 Linwood (Memorial Meeting)
June 2, 2012
TBA
District 11
April 21, 2012 Stephenson Post 4310 am Central Time

District 12
May 5th, 2012 Lake Linden Post 90 11 am
Eastern Time
District 11 & 12
June 8 & 9, 2012 White Pine Post #462

District 16
Meeting starts at 7:30pm
* Denotes Service Officer School 6:30PM
** Memorial Service 6:30PM
April 10, 2012 *Allen Park Post 409
May 8, 2012 Lincoln Park Post 67 Dual
313-388-2088
** Memorial Service & Elections
June 12, 2012
* Garden City 396 313381-2245

District 17
April 18, 2012 Meeting at Livonia Post 32
7 pm
May 16, 2012 Memorial Service at 6:30PM
Meeting at Post 32 7 pm
June 6, 2012 Meeting at Post 32 Pre
Convention 7 pm
District 18
May 6th, 2012 Chief Pontiac Post 377
Memorial Service at 1 p.m. Election of
Officers 2 p.m.
June 10, 2012
Clarkston Post 63
District 19
May 2012

TBA

Membership Round Up Started in the 5th District.

Post 49 receives their
check for reaching 100%

AUXILIAIRE
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2011 - 2012 Department President, Carrie Bowerman

THE LEGION FAMILY IS WORKING TOGETHER FOR VETS
Many thanks to
all of you that have
sent your prayers,
cards and that have
had my family in
your
thoughts.
When I was chaplain a few years
back I remember saying that getting a
card or a call from someone helps
out in a troubled time, I am so grateful that all of you believed that too. I
went through the cards and read the
notes and it made me appreciate all of
the friends and acquaintances that I
have. It helps get over the rough times,
thanks again.
Your reports should be finished and

sent in, the District and Department
will be compiling all of our hours and
sending them on to the National office.
I am hoping that we will be represented well this year. Talking about
National, membership in Michigan is
going great. Soon we will be passing
the 90 percent mark and striving
toward our goal of 100 percent. This
is a great accomplishment as it will
mean that the State of Michigan did
not lose any members from one year
to the next. Keep up the good work
and let’s try to make it by Deanna’s
goal April 30th.
Traveling around the State with
Commander Chatman and Detachment Commander Verville has made

us appreciate the Legion family even
more. It is our goal to bring the family together at the Legion. We have
heard and seen lots of different ideas
for fund raisers, and community projects. Each post, Sons unit, Riders, and
Auxiliary unit contributes so much. It
is a true fact that the Posts that have all
the groups working together are a
stronger force to be reckoned with.
Commander
Chatman,
and
Detachment Commander Verville and
I agree that to get along you need to
give each group the respect they
deserve and listen to their concerns
and problems and help to resolve
them with diplomacy and tact. In each
post we need to practice this a bit

Bonnie Olson, Secretary-Treasurer

more. The inner fighting will not help
your post get stronger, it will start to
hurt the post, as a lot of people do not
want to be involved if there is fighting.
Each group of the Legion have a purpose and each group is special, work
together and see how much stronger
you would be as a whole post instead
of each limb working on there own. All
of our missions are basically the same,
we are here for the Veterans and their
Families. Let’s keep that top on our
list when working with each other. I
hope to see you when I am visiting
around the State in the next month.
God Bless.

Carrie

UPDATES WILL SAVE TIME AND MONEY

“What defines a person is how well they rise after they have fallen.”
One thing you can always count on
occurring is change…good and
bad. It’s how change is embraced
that makes conflict or advancement. I would like to report some department advancements.
CHECK SCANNER—Department has a new check
scanner that protects and speeds up the deposit process
and eliminates having to drive to the bank. It would
be extremely helpful if all checks were made out to:
ALA Department of Michigan, or for short, ALA Dept.
of MI. If the scanner does not recognize the name on
the recipient line, it may reject the check. That means
it may need to be deposited separately and taken to
the bank, along with any cash deposits or money
orders.
TRANSMITTAL FORM: National no longer provides
Transmittal Forms...we have to make our own. Our
form will be completely redesigned. Also, the form
parts will be white and YELLOW--white for the department and yellow for the unit. This form will be available June 1 and will reflect the NEW DUES RATE OF
$15.00/senior member to department, junior dues
will remain at $3.00/junior.
2013 DUES: The new rate for ALL Senior members
will be $15.00 per member instead of $11.00. This is
due to the National increase which was voted on last
year to reflect in the 2013 dues. 2013 dues will be
accepted for payment to department on June 1, 2012

at $15.00 per senior member. However, delinquent Department received the sheet. This will considerably
2012 or earlier dues remain due at $11.00 per senior cut down on the time and costs for sending out a
member. Therefore, it is IMPORTANT to send separate piece of paper that can be accomplished by a less
transmittals for delinquent or expired dues because the expensive means.
rate is different. Do NOT pay the 2013 early, National
has no way of recording 2013 dues that are paid
early...and the department will return the payment.
MEMBER DATA FORM: National no longer provides
Member Data Forms. Again, our form will be slightly
redesigned. The new form will be a 2-part form—
white and yellow--white for the department and yellow for the unit. However, in the case of a transfer,
please send in BOTH copies, and make an additional copy for the unit, if desired.
CONVENTION CREDENTIALS: The primary goal
as a delegate, alternate, or delegate-at-large is to
receive the appropriate sticker on your name badge.
The Certification of Unit Delegates sheet to vote at the
convention will still be going to each unit. However,
Department will no longer be mailing individualized
delegate credential sheets. Therefore, when you come Commander Dick Chatman; 1st Vice President Mary Anne Yuncker; and
to convention, ALL DELEGATES are required to show Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville at the Washington Assembly.
your NAME BADGE in order
AUXILIARY HEADQUARTERS DIRECTORY
to register at the Credentials
Desk…and GET YOUR
517-267-8809
STICKER. The unit delegate Auxiliary Administration - 21 - info@michalaux.org
sheet will require one recipient’s e-mail or phone num- Auxiliary Membership/Girls State - 19 - svandlen@michalaux.org
ber to confirm that Auxiliary Poppies/Scholarships/Bookkeeping - 22 - lknott@michalaux.org
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Nancy L. Knox, Department Chaplain

A Gift of Easter
With spring standing
on our doorstep, the
robins and cardinals
have been spotted. The
leaf buds appear to be
red and swelling with
anticipation of another season. Our senses are being pulled in all direction at
once, and Easter is never too far behind.
How will you prepare this year? Gifts?
Maybe…. Cheer? Perhaps delectable dishes to share with friends and family.
ABSOLUTELY! However, we must not
lose sight of the importance of this blessed
holiday.
Easter is a time to reflect on family, both
past and present. Traditions should play an
important part in these celebrations, and
can be remembered with a smile and
tears of joy. It also can renew passions from
the heart and soul that have been short-circuited by our everyday life. Let us not

forget that each and every day is like the
colors of the Easter egg that are swirled in
a unique pattern for that one time only,
and no two will ever be the same.
Easter is a time to give thanks for all we
have, and to take a moment to share our
gifts with those having few, or none. It
can be a day of miracles, a day when we
can see our lives a little clearer and, what
truly can be achieved with a little work.
We should remember with love and
appreciation the people who have made
such a difference in our lives and maybe
those who have not been as fortunate as
we. Fill your hearts this Easter with hope,
faith and trust in your fellow man that
they too, will find kindness, caring, peace
and joy to fill all hearts of those they
touch.
Let each of us strive to do just a little
more than is expected. After all, if we
don’t start this tradition, who will?

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Deanna Cortright,
Membership Chairman
As of 2-15-12 we, as a Department, are
at 86.05% and in 23rd place nationally!!! Congratulations to all of you. We
have reached the 85% milestone which
isn’t due until the first of April – we are
very much within reach of 100% before
the end of April!!!!!!!
There are 61 goal units with 60 units that
are over 90%.
I am sad to say, however, that there are
still 15 units that have not reached 50%
with 8 of those having no dues in to
Department yet. If you are one of those
units and I have not been in touch with
you as yet, please call me at 517/6174198. I have no contact information for
some of you but want very much to work
with you to get your unit’s dues in. I will
also be asking my area chairmen to work
with your district presidents to see if we
cannot come up with a way to help you.
Units that have less than 50% in are as follows: 239, 273, 323, 306, 280, 155, 191,
192, 246, 526, 105, 309, 261, 278, and
303.
Please keep up the good work. Carrie
and I both have challenges that, in most
cases, run to either the middle or end of
April. Being at 100% by then will certain-

ly help our chances of winning them.
I would also like to remind all of you
that the Unit Data Form was due in
Department Office by the 29th of February.
This is the form that lists the amount of
your dues and your membership chairman
and their address. If you have not returned
it as yet, please do so that the staff can
ensure that your membership get their
dues notices with the appropriate amount
and mailing address on them.
Keep in mind that National has raised
the amount that they receive for dues by
$4 beginning 2012-2013. This means
that instead of sending $11 to Department
for each of your Senior members you will
have to send $15 starting with the 20122013 membership year. This is going to
require many units to raise their dues, if
they haven’t already done so. If you have
not done so as yet it will have to be done
before you return the form to Department.
If you raise your dues you will also have
to change your Unit’s Standing Rules to
reflect the new amount. Don’t forget to
send three copies to the Department
Constitution and By-Laws Chairman,
Sandra Knapp for approval.
As always, if either I, the other members
of the membership committee, or the staff
at Department Office can be of assistance,
please let us know.

NEC MEETING CLARIFIES
HONORARY JUNIOR OFFICERS
Janice Kintz, NEC
Greetings to the American Legion
Family from National Headquarters. Do
you know what NEC stands for and why
each state has one? Well now’s your
chance to find out. NEC stands for
National Executive Chairwoman and her
primary role is to protect the organizational integrity and financial sufficiency so
future generations can continue our mission. In other words as NEC, your primary concern is National, as you are a representative to the National governing
board, and not your Department or Unit.
Decisions, made by National, will be filtered to Departments as directed. As NEC
we are your liaison between Department
and National--we are here to assist you.
Any past NEC’s can correct me if I’m
wrong.
As many of you, I hope, already are
aware of the $4.00 raise in dues at
National Convention in Minneapolis
beginning in 2013, and have acted accordingly. Our first NEC meeting was held at

the end of National Convention to ratify
appointments and the budget. Ladies they
have cut their budget way down. The ALA
Foundation was started to help raise
money for National, so ladies if you
receive something please send a donation to this fund.
Our next NEC meeting was held at the
end of Feb. in Washington DC.
Unfortunately neither Carrie or I were
able to attend, but 1st Vice Pres. MaryAnne
Yunker proudly represented Michigan.
One of the issues that were brought to
the E-Board was the clarification of the
Honorary Junior officers.
The final decision was that they were
only Honorary thus they will not be given
travel expenses, nor can they have
fundraisers to incur their cost of campaigning. Our very own Jrs. were mentioned in the National report for all the
work at WilWin lodge--Great job ladies.
In closing I am proud to say I belong to
the greatest ALA Department in the nation.
God Bless our service men & women,
veterans and of course the USA.

NATIONAL SECURITY –
WHAT IT MEANS TO US
Linda Wallace, Member, National
Security Committee
According to the American Legion
Auxiliary Unit Handbook, the mission
statement of the National Security program is “to maintain and promote a strong
national defense by providing the necessary means to strengthen our military families and prepare our citizenry for response
to natural and man-made disasters.”
How can we “strengthen our military
families”? We need to locate and identify the families that have military personnel deployed, or who have just returned
from deployment, and make contact with
them directly. We need to find out what
issues they have and make sure we can
help, in anyway possible, to reduce their
burden. This might mean getting assistance for an injured soldier, helping construct new home aids, helping with contacting organizations that can make their
transition easier among many other needs
The Michigan Auxiliary representation for the
Washington Assembly in Washington D.C.: Donna
Fuelling, National AEF Member; Sue Verville,
Department Historian; Suzanne Knapp, Central
Division Membership Chairman; Mary Anne Yuncker,
1st Vice President and Legislative Chairman; and
Sandra Snyder, 2nd Vice President and National
Security Chairman.

and requirements. We should be compelled to make sure that the spouse and
children are able to recognize the needs
of a deployed or returning soldier and
also assist them with their concerns, apprehensions and necessities.
How can we “prepare our citizenry for
response to natural and man-made disasters”? We should have programs at the
unit, district and state level to promote
safety and preparedness for our friends
and neighbors to make sure they have
adequate means to survive Mother
Nature’s wrath along with unforeseen
emergency situations.
These programs should include teaching the basics needs for survival: FRESH
WATER, FOOD, CLEAN AIR AND
WARMTH. Fresh water: one gallon of
water per person per day for at least three
days, for drinking and sanitation. Food: at
least a three-day supply of non-perishable food. Clean air: dust mask to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting
and duct tape to shelter-in-place. Wamth:
a sleeping bag or warm blanket for each
person. Consider additional bedding and
cold weather cloths if you live in a coldweather climate. Keep matches in a waterproof container.
Other items to consider for emergency
preparedness: Hand crank or battery-powered radio w/batteries, flashlight and batteries, whistle to signal help, tools, cell
phone w/chargers, medications and prescriptions, money, mess kits and food
utensils. Know First Aid and CPR.
REMEMBER – ALWAYS BE PREPARED
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MICHIGAN: AIR FORCE LOOKS TO CUT 652 AIR GUARD JOBS

The Michigan Air National Guard
would lose at least 652 jobs, including
about 70 in Battle Creek, under an Air
Force proposal released Tuesday that
details manpower reductions tied to aircraft changes announced last month.
“Michigan just continues to end up losing,” said Maj. Gen. Greg Vadnais,
Michigan’s adjutant general.
The biggest proposed cuts in Michigan
are at least 561 jobs that would be cut at
the Selfridge Air National Guard Base in
Harrison Township, which is losing 21 A10 fighters.
Figures released by the Air Force show
slightly higher job losses at Selfridge and
Battle Creek, but Vadnais says the Air

Force double-counted some jobs being
cut.
Most of the changes at the Battle
Creek Air National Guard Base are
expected to happen next year. The base
currently has 986 positions, not all of
which are filled.
Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., the chairman of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, said he has asked the
Pentagon to explain the methodology
and justification of the plans. Levin said
he plans to question the military and
civilian heads of the Air Force about
the proposal at a hearing later this
month.
The Air Force wants to replace the

By Nancy Frye

received at one of your Legion meetings. Of course we all like to hear compliments so hopefully you will receive
many of those as well.
I know local elementary schools will
speak favorably of the Legion because
Legion members help educate the children about patriotism. Civic leaders
will remember that Legion members
lead the parades and participate in funeral services for veterans. How about
when a post opens there doors to support
a charity or fund raising event? There
are many opportunities to let the public
know that the American Legion is a
good neighbor. It is up to individual
post members to seek opportunities to tell
the Legion story.
It is important that citizens realize the
partnership of the American Legion,
Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American
Legion. Because by working together
they can triple the success of any Legion
program and get the word out to others,
which is what public relations is all about.
Thank you to Mark Sutton who produces the Michigan Legionnaire &
Auxiliaire newspaper, keeping membership informed. Also, thank you to all
who contribute photographs and information on local Legion activities. We
can learn from one another.

GENERATING POSITIVE PUBLICITY

Public Relations (PR) is the practice of managing the flow of information
between an organization and its public.
Its main purpose for the American
Legion is to generate positive publicity
and to enhance our reputation as we
and others view why our organization
exists. In the Officers Guide it states: "
Purpose: A plan to provide "Service"
to our veterans, their families and their
communities is as solid today, in a period of high technology and lightning fast
changes, as it was in 1919, when the
founding fathers of The American
Legion met in Paris." The purpose goes
on to say that as members we must have
a vision, goals, and be aware at all times
of our image and how others perceive us
and our work in the community.
Everyone in a Legion leadership position
must set the example for all members to
follow.
If you want to know what others think
the American Legion is about ask those
who live in your community what their
impression is of the local American
Legion. If some of their answers seem
to be negative, do not be offended,
instead, gather the information and have
a discussion about the answers you

Legion Riders: Welcome to
Riding Season in Michigan

By “Big Daddy” Austin

FELLOW RIDERS!!!, We made it,
that's right, its RIDING SEASON
AGAIN!! Make sure we pay attention
to all of the “caged pilots” out there trying to get us. Well let’s get down to
business, I have started putting together a master liaison list and a list of all
the “Grab and Ride” posts, once com-

plete I will send it out to all of you.
Anyone trying to get a hold of me
please be patient, I am slow, but I will
get back to you. Until next time, let’s
have a safe summer and awesome riding season.
P.S. We’re never too old to learn new
riding skills, if there are classes in your
neighborhood try to find the time to
take them.

Guard’s planned C-27J cargo aircraft
mission at Battle Creek with unmanned
aerial vehicles. The drones would not be
housed at Battle Creek — only the pilots
would. That puts the Battle Creek base at
risk for possible closure if Congress agrees
to the Pentagon’s request for two rounds
of base closings, according to Vadnais.
“We’re obviously concerned about
what [base closings] could mean for our
community and our bases, particularly
now Battle Creek because there’s no airplanes flying in or out of there,” Vadnais
said.
Michigan ranked third from the bottom in the percentage of states’ federal
funding that came from defense spending
in 2010.
The proposed cuts are part of $487 billion in reductions approved last year when
Congress agreed to increase the nation’s
debt limit. The agreement also requires
about $1 trillion in cuts over the next
nine years unless Congress can come up
with a plan to reduce the debt by that
amount. Half of those cuts — about
$500 billion — would come from the
defense budget.
The pending budget cuts will reshape
the military. Air Force officials plan to
retire more than 200 aircraft in fiscal
2013. They also plan to cut about 3,900
active-duty, 5,100 Air National Guard
and 900 Air Force Reserve members. The
Army will shrink from 547,000 activeduty soldiers to 490,000, and the Marine
Corps will be cut by 20,000 to 182,000.
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta also plans
to close excess military bases — as the
Pentagon did in 2005 — and retire seven
lower-priority Navy cruisers.
President Obama’s proposed fiscal
2013 budget lays out a plan for implementing the first round of defense cuts.
He has asked Congress for $525.4 billion for the Pentagon’s base budget and
$88.4 billion for war spending. That’s
down from a base budget of $530.6 billion and $115.1 billion in war spending in

fiscal 2012.
Most of the nation’s governors, including Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, complained in a recent letter to Panetta that
the Air National Guard is being cut disproportionately. The governors said the
Air National Guard is absorbing 59 percent of the cuts in aircraft and six times
the per capita personnel cuts.
Asked about the governors’ concerns
last week, Panetta told the House Budget
Committee that the Air Guard focused on
retiring planes that are single-mission.
But, Panetta added, the Pentagon tried
to mitigate the impact of some of the
reductions in planes being retired, such as
replacing them with aircraft like drones
that are necessary for the future.
The governors and state adjutant generals also argue that the Air Guard can be
more cost effective than the Air Force.
They contend that the Air Guard provides
35 percent of the Air Force’s capability for
6 percent of the budget.
“There’s no question about who can
provide the capabilities in the most cost
effective manner,” Vadnais said. “All the
data that we have is compelling and
irrefutable.”
The chairmen of the Senate National
Guard Caucus — Sen. Patrick Leahy, DVt., and Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. —
authored legislation that became law last
year requiring cost-comparison studies.
Leahy stressed that the Air Force proposal has a long way to go and that he and
Graham, the other co-chair, will be negotiating with the Pentagon.
“Let’s see what’s happens,” Leahy said.
“In the meantime I suspect there will be
a lot of behind-the-scenes negotiating.”
Leahy said having a well-equipped
and trained Guard could save money.
“We [he and Graham] both expect to
save money,” he said. “But it’s one thing
to save money. It’s another thing to weaken our defense.”
— Maureen Groppe, Gannett
Washington Bureau
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HIRING OUR HEROES

WILL YOUR POST HOST A JOB FAIR?

If yes, the US Chamber of Commerce
would like to speak to you. The American
Legion has partnered with the US Chamber
of Commerce to host small job fairs.
The USCC will provide the logistics
support in providing tables, table cloths for
exhibitors (if needed), work with the local
Chambers of Commerce to recruit companies and small businesses to attend and handle the media
Your Legion Post will provide the USCC
the venue and Legion volunteers to greet and
check in the veterans into the Job Fair.
Please Understand: Our focus is not on
huge Job Fairs like those held in major cities
in the past. Instead, we’re seeking to bring
smaller and reoccurring Job Fairs to rural or
previously inaccessible sections of the State.
By doing this we hope to make Job Fairs and
employment resources accessible to the veterans who do not reside near major cities.
Next Step: If your Post will host or is interested in hosting one of these job fairs, please
contact Mark Sutton, 517-371-4720 ext 16 or
mark@michiganlegion.org. We will have the
Legion liaison call you with more information.
Visit http://www.uschamber.com/veterans to
see how the USCC is helping Veterans.

Our Heroes” Hiring Fair is sponsored by
Hero2Hired (H2H) and co-sponsored locally
by the Grand Rapids Chamber of
Commerce, U.S. Department of Labor
Veterans’ Employment and Training Service
(DOL VETS), U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, Michigan Workforce Development
Department, Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve (ESGR), Michigan Department
of Military and Veteran Affairs, Michigan
National Guard and the United States Army
Reserve.
Registration closes on March 26, 2012
Thursday – April 5, 2012
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Grand Valley National Guard Armory
1400 44th Street SW
Wyoming, MI 49508
For more information:
Please contact Gary Aten, ESGR at
gary.aten@us.army.mil

Dearborn/Detroit, MI
Date Event: April 11, 2012

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s “Hiring
Our Heroes” Hiring Fair sponsored by
Hero2Hired (H2H) and Ryder System, Inc.,
scheduled for April 11, 2012, at the For
Community & Performing Arts Center is committed to making this one-of–a-kind FREE
hiring fair a win-win for employers and veter-

an/military spouse job seekers.
Employers and job seekers must pre-register for this FREE event by going to This hiring event, sponsored by Hero2Hired (H2H)
and Ryder System, Inc. is being conducted
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the
Dearborn, Detroit, Great Lakes and Southern
Wayne County Regional, American Arab
Chambers of Commerce, City of Dearborn,
U.S. Department of Labor Veterans’
Employment and Training Services (DOL
VETS), Ford Community and Performing
Arts Center, Michigan Veteran’s Services
Division, United States Army Reserve,
Michigan National Guard, Employer Support
of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), Vietnam
Veterans of American Michigan State
Council, Wayne County Veterans Affairs
Division, and the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs.
Registration for employers and job seekers closes April 3, 2012
Wednesday – April 11, 2012
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
15801 Michigan Avenue
Dearborn, MI 48126
For more information:
Please contact Ms. Jennifer Giering,
President, Dearborn Chamber of Commerce
at jgiering@dearbornchamber.org or 313584-6100

There are 2 Hire our
Heroes Events Coming
to Michigan Scheduled DO YOU OWN A SMALL BUSINESS OR WORK FOR ONE?
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER TO ATTEND
COMING TO DETROIT COBO CENTER
at www.hoh.greatjob.net. Job seekers please
bring along proof of military service.
JUNE 25TH-JUNE 29TH, 2012
Grand Rapids, MI
Date Event: April 05, 2012

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s “Hiring
Our Heroes” Hiring Fair sponsored by
Hero2Hired (H2H), scheduled for April 5,
2012, at the Grand Valley National Guard
Armory is committed to making this oneof–a-kind FREE hiring fair a win-win for
employers and veteran/military spouse job
seekers.
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s “Hiring

The Department of Veterans Affairs is excited to host the National Veteran Small
Business Conference and Expo. As the largest nationwide conference of its kind, this event
focuses on helping Veteran-owned businesses maximize opportunities in the federal marketplace.
Join nearly 6,000 participants in Detroit for the opportunity to:
• Connect with program decision makers from other businesses and federal agencies
• Expand knowledge through over 200 training and business requirement sessions
• Engage with other attendees and gain visibility in the Expo Hall of nearly 500 booths
• Use VetGovPartner to facilitate online and onsite networking including face-to-face sessions with senior program decision makers
Visit http://www.nationalveteransconference.com/ to register and learn about the event.

The Only Written

Official Call
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Post Voting Requirements

Non-compliance with the 10-day delegate/alternate information
requirement below will negate a post’s vote at Department Convention

94th Annual State Convention

VOTING STRENGTH IS DETERMINED BY MEMBERSHIP TOTALS AS
OF MAY 24th, 2011 (last year’s membership number)

American Legion, Department of Michigan

June 28 - July 1, 2012
Radisson Plaza Hotel
Kalamazoo, Michigan

10 Days Prior to the Opening of Department Convention

Richard I. Chatman
State Commander

Purpose: To receive Department Officers’ annual reports, consider Department
Constitution and By-Laws amendments, elect Department Officers and conduct any
other business brought to the convention. Only the Committees and Chairpersons
listed below are called to officially participate in the Convention.
Registrations • Registration fee of $10 will be charged to all delegates, alternates
and guests.

Each Post Adjutant must send the completed Post Delegate Form,
which will be mail to each Post Adjutant’s home address in April, into
Department Headquarters by 5:00 p.m., Tuesday June 19th,2012. Once
department receives the signed post delegate form, department will mail
the appropriate number of post delegate cards to each Post Adjutant’s
home address. The form must include each person’s membership card
number, full name, mailing address, and be signed by either the Post
Commander or Adjutant. Forms can be mailed, faxed to 517-371-2401,
attn: Barb Money, or emailed to her attention only at this email address:
member@michiganlegion.org. A form will not be accepted at any other
department email address nor accepted if it lacks the Post Commander
or Adjutant Signature.

Representation – Article V, Section 1 (c) • Delegates
Representation in the annual Convention shall be by Delegates and Alternates,
duly elected by Posts of the Department and, in addition thereto, the Past Department
Commanders and the members of the Department Executive Committee, with the
Department Exec. Cmte. Meeting: Thursday June 28th, 2012, 5:00 p.m.
exception of the Department Adjutant. Each of the above Delegates shall
be entitled to one vote. Each Post having 15 or more paid up members
Opening Session: Friday June 29th, 2012, 2:00 p.m.
See
at the Department Headquarters 30 days prior to the opening date
m
r
o
F
of
the PRECEDING year’s Convention shall have representation at
g
sin
Subsequent Convention Sessions: Saturday, June 30th, 2012, 9:00
u
the annual Convention on the basis of one Delegate for such Post, who
2
o
e
H
a.m. & Sunday, July 1st, 2012, 10:00 a.m
ag
shall be the newly elected Commander and one additional Delegate for each
on P
50 members or major fraction thereof. Each Post represented at the
Called Department Committee Meetings: Thursday, June 28th,
Department Convention is entitled to cast the voting strength of its Post, provid2012 (TBA – see schedule at www.michiganlegion.org)
ed all annual dues and debts to the District of which it is a part and the Department
are paid.
• Finance/Personnel
Delegates – Article IV, Section 4 (j) • In addition to the newly elected Post
• Children & Youth, Legislative, Membership, Permanent Time and Place
Commander, each Post shall select one Delegate for each 50 paid-up members, or
• Americanism, Economic, Public Relations, Reconnect, and VAVS/VHVS
major fraction thereof, to represent such Post at the annual Convention. Each Post
• Contest Supervisory, Internal Affairs, Post Development, and VA&R
shall select an alternate for each Delegate chosen. The Delegates and Alternates shall
be chosen by each Post from among its own members in good standing. The names
Called Department Committee Chairmen: Representing Department of all Delegates and Alternates shall be certified to the Department Adjutant at least
Committees not called to convention: Baseball, Boys State, Education & Scholarship, 10 days before the opening date of the annual Convention.
Leadership College, and National Security & Foreign Relations
Delegate Determination Formula:
15-25 members …... 1 delegate
26-75 members …... 2 delegates
Convention Cmte. Meetings – Fri. June 29th, 2012, 8:30 a.m.– 9:30 a.m.
76-125 members …. 3 delegates
126-175 members… 4 delegates
Convention Committees are comprised of one person per district. Each Delegation
176-225 members .. 5 delegates
Chairman will name the members to serve on the Convention Committees and cer226-275 members .. 6 delegates
tify that list to the Department Adjutant ten (10) (June 18th, 2012)days prior to the
276-325 members .. 7 delegates
Department Convention.
326-375 members .. 8 delegates
376-425 members .. 9 delegates
Americanism & Community Service (includes Education & Scholarship,
Boys State, Law and Order, Scouting) – Children & Youth, Constitution &
Credentials • Delegates will receive an identification badge upon registering
Bylaws, Credentials, Economic, Finance, Legislative, Membership, with the Convention Corporation on-site.
National Security & Foreign Relations, Post Development, Public
Election of Vice Commanders – Article VI, Section 3 (a) • Elective
Relations, Reconnect, Rules, Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation and Department Officers shall be chosen annually at the Department Convention by a
VAVS/VHVS
roll call vote of the Districts of the Department, with the exception of Five ViceCommanders, who shall be chosen at the "Zone" Caucuses by the Districts making
District Caucuses: Friday, June 29th, 2012, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
up the "Zone" which that individual Vice Commander is to represent. Each Vice
Commander so chosen must be and shall remain a member of a Post within his respecZone Caucuses: Friday, June 29th, 2012, 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
tive Zone.
Election of District Commanders - Article V. Section 3 (c) • Each
Joint Memorial Service: Sunday, July 1st, 2012 8 a.m.
District shall elect its District Commander by vote of the Delegates representing Posts
in the said District in attendance at the Annual Department Convention and prior
Elections & Adjournment: Sunday July 1st, 2012
to the adjournment thereof or else at a regular District Meeting to be held not less
than fifteen (15) days nor more than sixty (60) days prior to the Annual Department
The 2013 Department Executive Committee and the 2012 National Convention. Alternates shall be chosen at the same time and place as the District
Convention Delegates and Alternates will meet upon Convention adjournment. Commanders.
Contest Supervisory • Completed registration forms filed at Department
Headquarters June 1st, 2012

2012 State Convention “Call” & Information
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PROPOSED ’12 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

These proposed Constitutional Amendments are published in accordance with Article XIII, Section 1 of the Constitution & By-Laws of the American Legion, Department of Michigan: “These By-Laws
may be amended by two-thirds vote at any Annual Department Convention, provided notice be published electronically on the Department website at least 60 days prior to said convention and be published in
paper form in a spring edition of the Michigan Legionnaire. Said proposed amendment shall be referred to the Convention Constitution and By-Laws Committee, which shall submit the same to the
Department Convention with its recommendations with regard thereto”.

Explanation of intended changes:

Amendment 12-C-1 – Reasons for change: To clarify in the
Bylaws the line of succession that the Alternate Executive
Committeeman automatically becomes the NEC if the NEC
is unable to fulfill the position of the National Executive
Committeeman.

Amendment 12-C-2 – Reasons for change: Due to the
shifting population and changes in the demographics within
the Districts of the Department, this amendment will allow the
Department Commander, the Strategic Planning Committee
and the DEC to reapportion the counties within a district for
a more equitable balance in future years.
Amendment 12-C-3 – Reasons for change: These subsections are no longer required if Amendment 12-C-2 is passed.

Amendment 12-C-4 – Reasons for change: Modify the
delegate strength for new Posts that were formed within the last
year to allow them to seat delegates at the convention.

AMENDMENT 12-C-1 – Submitted by Department
Internal Affairs Committee
A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws,
Article VI, Section 4, Subsection A Method of filling vacancies which now reads:
“Vacancies occurring in any of the elective offices of the
Department shall be filled by the Department Executive
Committee. In the event of a vacancy in the office of
Department Commander, the Department Adjutant shall
forthwith call a meeting of the Executive Committee to be held
within seven (7) days thereafter to fill such vacancy. The
Chairman of the Vice Commanders shall serve as Department
Commander until the vacancy is filled by the Executive
Committee.”
To be amended by:
Adding the following sentence: “In the event of a vacancy in
the office of National Executive Committee member, the
Alternate Executive Committee member shall become the
National Executive Committeeman. The vacant position of
the Alternate National Executive Committeeman will be filled
by the Department Executive Committee.”

so that when amended, shall read:
“Vacancies occurring in any of the elective offices of the
Department shall be filled by the Department Executive
Committee. In the event of a vacancy in the office of
Department Commander, the Department Adjutant shall
forthwith call a meeting of the Executive Committee to be held
within seven (7) days thereafter to fill such vacancy. The
Chairman of the Vice Commanders shall serve as Department

Commander until the vacancy is filled by the Executive
Committee. In the event of a vacancy in the office of National
Executive Committee member, the Alternate Executive
Committee member shall become the National Executive
Committeeman. The vacant position of the Alternate National
Executive Committeeman will be filled by the Department
Executive Committee.”

AMENDMENT 12-C-2 – Submitted by Department
Internal Affairs Committee

A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws,
Article IV, Section 2, Sub-Section a which now reads:
“For the purpose of administration, the Posts of the
Department shall be grouped into Congressional Districts as
they existed on January 1, 1963, except as further delineated
by these By-Laws, and are hereinafter referred to as "Districts".
No Post shall transfer from one District to another except
with the consent of the Department Executive Committee, on
application made by the Post and with the consent of both
Districts involved.”
To be amended by:
removing the words “shall be grouped into Congressional
Districts as they existed on January 1, 1963, except as further
delineated by these By-Laws,” and replacing with the words
“as they currently exist,”

so that when amended, Article IV, Section 2, SubSection a, shall read:
“For the purpose of administration, the Posts of the
Department shall be grouped as they currently exist, and are
hereinafter referred to as "Districts". No Post shall transfer from
one District to another except with the consent of the
Department Executive Committee, on application made by the
Post and with the consent of both Districts involved.”
AMENDMENT 12-C-3 – Submitted by Department Internal
Affairs Committee

A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws,
Article IV, Section 2, Sub-Section e and g which now
read:
Sub e: “The First, Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Districts shall be combined into one District Association which
shall be known as the First District and shall, from its members, elect a District Commander.”
Sub g: “The present Nineteenth District Association, which
was formerly a portion of the Eleventh Congressional District,
shall consist of the counties of Emmet, Cheboygan, Presque
Isle, Charlevoix, Antrim, Otsego, Montmorency, Kalkaska, and
Alpena.”

To be amended by:
Elimination of both subsections as they are no longer required
if Amendment 12-C-2 is passed by the convention.
AMENDMENT 12-C-4 – Submitted by Department
Internal Affairs Committee

A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws,
Article V, Section 1, Sub-Section c which now reads:
“Representation in the annual Convention shall be by Delegates
and Alternates, duly elected by Posts of the Department and,
in addition thereto, the Past Department Commanders and the
members of the Department Executive Committee, with the
exception of the Department Adjutant. Each of the above
Delegates shall be entitled to one vote. Each Post having 15 (fifteen) or more paid-up members at the Department
Headquarters 30 (thirty) days prior to the opening date of the
PRIOR YEAR'S Convention shall have representation at the
annual Convention on the basis of one Delegate for such
Post, who shall be the newly elected Commander and one additional Delegate for each 50 (fifty) members or major fraction
thereof. Each Post represented at the Department Convention
is entitled to cast the voting strength of its Post, provided all
annual dues and debts to the District of which it is a part and
the Department are paid.
To be amended by:
adding the following sentence: “Newly formed Legion Posts that
have been charted after the last Department Convention will
have their delegate strength determined thirty (30) days prior
to the next convention.”

so that when amended, Article V, Section 1, SubSection c, shall read:
“Representation in the annual Convention shall be by Delegates
and Alternates, duly elected by Posts of the Department and,
in addition thereto, the Past Department Commanders and the
members of the Department Executive Committee, with the
exception of the Department Adjutant. Each of the above
Delegates shall be entitled to one vote. Each Post having 15 (fifteen) or more paid-up members at the Department
Headquarters 30 (thirty) days prior to the opening date of the
PRIOR YEAR'S Convention shall have representation at the
annual Convention on the basis of one Delegate for such
Post, who shall be the newly elected Commander and one additional Delegate for each 50 (fifty) members or major fraction
thereof. Newly formed Legion Posts that have been charted
after the last Department Convention will have their delegate
strength determined thirty (30) days prior to the next convention. Each Post represented at the Department Convention
is entitled to cast the voting strength of its Post, provided all
annual dues and debts to the District of which it is a part and
the Department are paid.

2012 MICHIGAN CANDIDATES

Thomas Brown –
Candidate State
Commander

Richard Dubay –
Candidate State
Commander

Lyle Shanks – Candidate
State Finance Officer

Michael Buda – Candidate
State Sergeant-at-Arms

Rex Lambert –
Candidate State Historian

Keep This Pull-Out for State Convention

www.michiganlegion.org | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | April/May 2012 | 11

The names of all delegates and alternates shall be certified to the Department Adjutant at least 10 days before the opening date of the annual Convention. Our Convention opens on June 29th, and 10 days before is June 19th.
Patrick W. Lafferty, State Adjutant

We are rapidly
proceeding toward
our
State
Convention from
June 28 - July 1 at
the Radisson Hotel
in Kalamazoo. (please see “convention
call” and housing form this section) or
at www.michiganlegion.org, the state
headquarters website.
Please notice in the “Call” that our
Department Standing Committees do
not all meet at 2:00 pm. June 28th. We
have divided the committee meetings
into different groups. See schedule at
www.michiganlegion.org. This schedule allows individual Legionnaires to
attend more than one committee meeting. One exception is the
Finance/Personnel Committee, which
will meet as usual on Thursday, June
28rd at 9:00 a.m.

The official State Convention
Call always causes some confusion regarding timetables within
our posts and districts. I want to
take this opportunity to address
some of the most frequently asked
questions.

(1)When should the post hold its
annual election of officers? Answer:
All posts shall hold elections of post
officers not less than 30 days nor more
than 120 days prior to the annual

“Must Do” Pre-Convention Requirements

Department Convention. Therefore,
with our State Convention opening on
Friday, June 29th, all Post Elections must
take place no later than May 29th. All
Post Officers must be elected 30 days
before the State Convention, but installation of officers can be as late as 45 days
after the close of the State convention.

(2)When is the membership cutoff date for Post delegate strength
at the State Convention? Answer:
Each Post having 15 or more paid-up
members at Department Headquarters
30 days prior to the opening date of
the prior year’s Convention shall have
representation at the annual Convention
on the basis of one (1) delegate for such
Post, who shall be the newly elected
Commander and one additional delegate for each 50 members or major fraction thereof. (Please see the explanation
of the number of delegates authorized
based on your Post membership in the
Official Call under Article V, Section
1(c).) This year’s post delegate strength
will be based on your post membership
recorded at Department Headquarters
at 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 24th, 2011.

(3) When will the Post receive its
delegate cards and who will
receive them? Answer: Due to our
Constitutional change in our Post delegate strength procedures (using 2011
year’s delegate strength) Department

will be sending out each Post their delegate strength report the 1st week of
April to the home address of each Post
Adjutant. The Post Commander and
Adjutant must then complete the delegate form and return it to Department
Headquarters no later than June 19th.
No delegate forms will be accepted at
Department after the June 19th date.
Delegate forms may be mailed or faxed
to 517-371-2401 Attn: Barb Money. We
will also accept emails, but only to this
email address: member@michiganlegion.org - Article IV, Section 4(j) reads
as follows. Each Post shall select an alternate for each delegate chosen. Each
Post from among its own members in
good standing shall choose the delegates and alternates. The names of all
delegates and alternates shall be certified
to the Department Adjutant at least 10
days before the opening date of the
Annual Convention. Our Convention
opens on June 29th, 10 days is June
19th.

(4) Can a Post be denied its vote
for any reason at the State
Convention if such Post is present
at the State Convention?
Answer: Yes, Article V, Section 1c states
in part, “…Each Post represented at
the State Convention is entitled to cast
the voting strength of its post, provided
all annual dues and debts to the District,
of which it is a part, and the

Department are paid.” These debts
must be remitted to the District or
Department by 10:00 a.m. Friday, June
29, 2012 in order for a Post to participate in the State Convention election.
Note: District debts must be remitted to
the appropriate District representative,
and Department Debts must be remitted to our Department Assistant to
Finance.

(5) What is the rule with regard to
when the Districts have to have
their elections? Answer: Article V,
Section 3(c) Each District shall elect its
District Committeeman by vote of the
delegates representing Posts in said
District in attendance at the annual
Department Convention and prior to
the adjournment thereof, or else at a
regular District meeting to be held not
less than fifteen (15) days nor more than
sixty (60) days prior to the annual
Department Convention. Therefore, I
suggest all District elections be held no
later than June 14th this year.
I certainly appreciate all the cooperation and assistance Department has
always received in preparing for our
annual State Convention. I look forward to seeing all of you in Kalamazoo
in June.
Take care!

Pat

2012 Headquarters Annual Program Awards
Teachers of the Year
*Lisa Lark (Zone 1)
Dearborn Public Schools
*Kristie Paulson (Zone 2)
Comstock Public Schools
*Rachel Shattuck (Zone 3)
Ionia Public Schools
*Cindy Gallaway (Zone 4)
Johannesburg-Lewiston Public
Schools
Oratorical 1st Place
*Aaron Mukerjee (Saline)
High School - Saline
Oration “Our Constitution – Our
Mighty Tree”
Grade – 12th
Sponsor – Hastings Post 45

Scout of the Year
Nicholas S. Coburn
Milan, MI
Law Officer of the Year
*Ronald M. Koski (Rock)
Michigan State Police
Gwinn, MI 49841
Firefighter of the Year
*Nate Goss
Auburn Hills Fire Department
Auburn Hills, MI 48326
Wilson Scholarships
Amanda Shoemaker (Gould City)
Joanna Sarkozi (Atlanta)
Ashley Thornton (Clawson)
Taylor Swinson (Midland)
Nathan Soley (Richmond)
Katharine Fields (Hale)
Miranda O’Neill (Bronson)
Mackenzie Melvin (Hamilton)
Brandon Melvin (Hamilton)

Brewer Scholarships
Kristen Kawecki (Cass City)
Brittany Bussing (Rockford)
Jessica Kubin (Livonia)
Joshua Weis (Saginaw)

Boys State Governor to be determined
Student Trooper of the Year to be
determined
Employer of Veterans Awards
Dow Chemical Employees’ Credit
Union (Large Employer)
Midland, MI
Stewart Manufacturing, LLC
(Medium Employer)
Hermansville, MI 49847
Naser Propane Company (Small
Employer)
Powers, MI 49874

Employment Service Award
Jim Bishop (LVER)
Battle Creek, MI 49017
Fred Pittman (DVOP)
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
Employment Service
Local Office Award
Ypsilanti Michigan Works!
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
Enhance the Lives of
Disabled Persons
Grand Blanc 413
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Homeless Veterans
Outreach Award
Volunteers of America
Lansing, MI 48912

Awards Will Be Presented Friday, June 29th
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2012 Michigan
Congressional
Delegation

Senator Carl Levin
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202.224.6221
Senator Debbie Stabenow
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202.224.4822
Representative Dan Benishek
514 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.4735
Representative Bill Huizenga
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.226.0779
Representative Justin Amash
114 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.3831
Representative Dave Camp
341 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.3561
Representative Dale Kildee
2107 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.3611
Representative Fred Upton
2183 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.3761
Representative Tim Walberg
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.6276
Representative Mike Rogers
133 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.4872
Representative Gary Peters
1609 Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.5802
Representative Candice Miller
1034 Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.2106
Representative Thaddeus McCotter
2243 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.8171
Representative Sander Levin
1236 Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.4961
Representative Hansen Clarke
1319 Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.2261
Representative John Conyers Jr.
2426 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.5126
Representative John Dingell
2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
202.225.4071

Washington Conference 2012

2011-12 Federal Legislative Priorities

The American Legion’s current legislative policy priorities were highlighted at the Feb. 27 meeting of its National
Legislative Commission at the
Washington Conference. Inside a room
at the Washington Hilton that was
packed with Legionnaires, the commission’s chairman, Ken Governor, stressed
the important of getting the following
key bills passed this year by the 112th
Congress:
1. Protecting VA and DoD from the
2011 Deficit Reduction Law. Failure
of the "supercommittee" to take
action on cutting the federal budget activated an automatic, acrossthe-board spending cut for January
2013, known as sequestration. This
action will affect the Department
of Defense (DoD) budget and possibly the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) budget. The Legion
supports bills introduced in
Congress that would reverse the
sequestration cuts for DoD and VA.
The Down Payment to Protect
National Security Act (H.R. 3662),
introduced by Rep. "Buck" McKeon
of California, would delay the cuts
for one year; a companion bill was
introduced in the Senate by Sen.
John Kyl of Arizona. Another bill
introduced by Rep. Jeff Miller of
Florida, the Protect VA Healthcare
Act of 2012 (H.R. 3895), would
exempt the VA budget from automatic cuts.
2. VA Home Loan Program. At the
end of this fiscal year, VA will lose
its authority to offer adjustable rate
mortgages to veterans. Also, Capitol
Hill chose not to extend certain loan
limits for the overall program. The
112th Congress must act to protect
this highly successful program and
continue the adjustable rate mortgage program. Also, higher loan
limits for veterans should be
restored.
3. Breaking the Senate Log Jam.
Currently, nine veterans bills have
passed the House of Representatives
but still await action in the Senate.
These bills could bring much-needed help to veterans in areas such as
mortgage protection, improvements
for veteran-owned small businesses
and protection from sexual assault.
In addition, a Senate bill that
addresses the problem of contami-

4.

5.

6.

7.

nated ground water at Camp
Lejeune also needs to be passed.
Disabled Veterans Tax. Veterans
with less than 50 percent disability
ratings are currently prohibited from
getting concurrent receipt of disability and retirement benefits. This
restriction needs to be rescinded,
especially in the current economic
climate. One point that is often lost
in discussions of this issue is that
retirement pay and disability compensation are distinctly different
benefits created for entire different
purposes. If a veteran has earned
both of these benefits, he or she
should not be penalized. Passage of
H.R. 303 and S.344 would remove
the disabled veterans tax.
Keystone XL Pipeline. Construction
of this oil pipeline from Canada to
the Gulf of Mexico is a critical issue
for our economy, national security
and energy independence. Despite
the White House’s delay in authorizing this vital project, congressional action could help drive this project to approval and put thousands of
Americans back to work.
Flag Amendment. The U.S. flag
needs legal protection from acts of
physical desecration. Rep. Jo Ann
Emerson of Missouri has introduced
House Joint Resolution 13, "The
Congress shall have power to prohibit the physical desecration of the
flag of the United States." Sen.
Orrin Hatch of Utah has also introduced a companion bill (Senate Joint
Resolution 19).
Fiscal year 2013 DoD budget. By
resolution, The American Legion
is urging Congress to maintain the
DoD budget at its current levels and
avoid further deep cuts that are due
for activation in January 2013. The
Obama administration’s budget
request would reduce DoD spending from $530.6 billion to $525.4 billion. Other major concerns The
American Legion has about the
defense budget include proposed
increases to TRICARE fees and copays, and creation of a Retirement
Modernization Commission to
explore ways in which the military
retirement system might be
changed, including 401k-style plans
that will create problems for recruiting and retention.

8. Fiscal year 2013 VA budget. While
a 10.5 percent VA budget increase
is welcome news, bringing the total
to $140.3 billion, the Legion is concerned about continued reductions
in funding for major and minor construction projects. Aging VA infrastructure needs to be replaced with
new facilities to meet the current
health-care needs of veterans.
The VA disability claims backlog is
higher than it was last year — VA must
take action to reduce the backlog
through increased accuracy and
decreased time periods needed for processing.
Congress needs to act quickly to
remove the VA budget from an automatic 2 percent cut from sequestration. The
department’s budget is already strained
to its limits; it should not be forced to
endure further cuts.
The commission heard from two
guest speakers: Col. Tim McGuire,
deputy chief of Army Legislative
Liaison, and Rep. Mike Michaud, DMaine.
McGuire briefed the Legionnaires on
the Army’s priorities involving force
structure and operations. He said the
Army’s top priorities included the maintenance of a highly capable force within evolving budgetary constraints. "We
are all aware of the budget challenges,"
McGuire said. "The Secretary (of the
Army) is confident that, with the current
budget, that we can meet the needs of
the nation. But both him and General
(Raymond) Odierno are extremely concerned on sequestration."
Despite the force reductions reflected in the president’s fiscal 2013 budget,
McGuire said the Army’s leadership is
"confident we can accomplish the mission. But with sequestration, it will put
at great risk our ability to secure the
nation."
Michaud, a ranking member of the
House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee
on Health, told the commission that
The American Legion "makes my job a
lot easier by your advocacy on important
issues for our veterans."
Referring to the Legion’s recent congressional testimony on VA’s fiscal 2013
budget, Michaud said, "I know the
Legion will be working hard for this
upcoming year to assure that the voices of our country’s veterans are heard in
the halls of Congress."

Legislative Updates: www.michiganlegion.org/legislative
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American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans and Their families. They can assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. Assist you
and your Dependents in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to your Country
American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Mr. James C. Topps, Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone – (313)-964-6640 or (313)-964-6641 Office Fax
(313)-964-5697
Cell Phone – (269)-312-2239 - e-mail – james.topps@va.gov –
toppsjamesc@yahoo.com
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Field Veterans Service

Tommy Simpkins, Field Service Officer covers the Following Areas
Cell – (269)-330-6539 - simpkinst@michiganlegion.org
Genesee County Office of Veterans Affairs – Flint, MI - (810)-257-3068
Every Monday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saginaw VA Medical Center – Saginaw, MI – (989)-497-2500
Every Tuesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm – (269)-330-6539
Bay County Office of Veterans Affairs – Bay City (269) 330-6539
(1st) & Fourth (4th) Wednesday of each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Oscoda CBOC – Oscoda, MI – (989)-747-0026
2nd Wednesday of each Month – 9:30 am to 3:00 pm – (269)-330-6539
Standish American Legion Post 3rd
Wednesday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm – (269)-330-6539
Please Call to Assure Times and Locations
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

James C. Topps, Director – james.topps@va.gov
Erna LaBeau, Director’s Secretary – ernawati.labeau@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Department Service Officer – lannie.thomas@va.gov
Robert Rasche, Department Service Officer – robert.rasche@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Department Service Officer – tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Suzette Price, Department Service Officer – suzette.price@va.gov
Chris Smirnes, Department Service Officer – christopher.smirnes@va.gov

James C. Topps
Director

Robert Rasche, Department Service Officer - robert.rasche@va.gov
Covers the John D. Dingell VA Medical Center
4646 John R. – Detroit, MI – (313)-576-3506
Every Wednesday - 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Rebecca Krish – Field Service Officer – Covers the Following Area’s
Cell Phone – (231)-740-9577 – e-mail – rebeccakrish@michiganlegion.org
Grand Rapids Out Patient Clinic - Grand Rapids, MI - (616)-365-7574
Every Tuesday’s & Thursday’s – 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Muskegon Co OVA Office – 165 E. Apple Suite 201 – (231)-724-7143
PLEASE NOTE APPONTMENT ONLY AT THIS LOCATION - CALL (231)-724-7143
Every Monday – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Battle Creek VA Medical Center – (269)-966-5600 ext
5500 Armstrong Road - Battle Creek – Building 2 – (231)-740-9577
Every Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Croton American Legion Post – Croton, MI – (231) 652-7776
Every 1st Friday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Eaton County Office of Veterans Affairs – Charlotte, MI – (517)-543-7500 ext 3740
Every 2nd Friday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Grand Haven American Legion Post – Grand Haven, MI – (616) 842-5310
Every 3rd Friday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Barry County Office of Veterans Affairs – Hastings, MI – (269) 945-1296
Every 4th Friday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Please Call to Assure Times and Locations – Also note First Come First Served
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Phillip “Phil” McCaskey, Field Service Officer – Covers the Following Area’s
Cell Phone – (269)-330-6543 – pmmcaskey@michiganlegion.org

Ann Arbor VA Medical Center
2215 Fuller Rd – Ann Arbor, MI Room EB-10 – (734)-845-5924
PLEASE NOTE CELL PHONE OUT OF SERVICE AT THIS LOCATION
Every Monday’s & Thursday’s – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Jackson County Office of Veterans Affairs Lansing Ave – Jackson, MI
NOTE MUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT AT THIS LOCATION – (517)-788-4425
Every Tuesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Must Call for Appointment (517) 788-4425
Lansing American Legion Headquarters Office
212 N. Verlinden Ave – Lansing, MI 48915 – (517)371-4720 – ext 12
Every Wednesday – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

By Raymond Moore,
VA&R Chairman

Let me begin by thanking Commander
Chatman for his confidence in making
this appointment. I would also be remiss
if I did not express my gratitude to the
VA&R staff both in Detroit and the Field
for their continued dedication and work
ethic in support of what I believe to be
the singularly most important of the Four
Pillars of the founding of our organization.
This has been a very busy year for our

Battle Creek VA Medical Center – (269)-966-5600 ext
5500 Armstrong Rd – Battle Creek, MI – (269)-330-6543
Every Friday – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Please Call to Assure Times and Locations – Also note First come First Served
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Patrick J. Kline, Field Service Officer – Covers the Following Area’s
Cell Phone 989-280-3009 – pjkline@michiganlegion.org

Emmett County Office of Veterans Affairs – Petoskey, MI – (231)-348-1780
1st & 3rd Friday’s of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Traverse City Vet’s Center – Traverse City, MI – (231) 935-0051
3rd Thursday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Charlevoix County Office of Veterans Affairs – Charlevoix, MI – (23)1-547-7220
1st Thursday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Roscommon County Office of Veterans Affairs – Roscommon, MI – (989)-275-6047
3rd Tuesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Kalkaska County Office of Veterans Affairs – Kalkaska, MI – (231)-258-3370
1st Monday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Cadillac VA Out Patient Clinic – Cadillac, MI (888) 838-6446
2nd Tuesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Clare County VA Out Patient Clinic – Clare, MI – (989)-386-8113
1st & 3rd Wednesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Gaylord VA Out Patient Clinic – Gaylord, MI – (989)-732-7525
3rd Monday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Cheboygan VA Out Patient Clinic – Mackinaw City, MI – (888-838-6446
2nd and 4th Monday’s of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
U.P. COVERAGE AREAS
Schoolcraft County Office of Veterans Affairs – Manistique, MI – (906)-341-3669
1ST Tuesday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rapid River American Legion Post 301 – Rapid River, MI – (906) 233-1587
1st Tuesday of Each Month – 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Menominee County Office of Veterans Affairs – Menominee, MI – (906)-863-5691
2nd Wednesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Marquette American Legion Post 44 – Marquette, MI – (906) 225-0781
2nd & 4th Thursday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Newberry American Legion Post – Newberry, MI – (906) 293-8711
2nd Thursday of Each Month – 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Sault Ste Marie VA Out Patient Clinic – Sault Ste Marie, MI – (906)-495-3030
2nd and 4th Fridays of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Iron Mountain VA Medical Center – Iron Mountain, MI – (906)-774-3300
4th Tuesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
L’anse American Legion Post – L’anse, MI – (231)-280-3009
4th Wednesday of Each Month 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Munising American Legion Post 131 – Munising, MI (906) 387-2697
4th Thursday of Each Month – 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Please Call to Assure Times and Locations
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT OUR DETROIT OFFICE NOW ONLY HAS THREE
TELEPHONE LINES COMING INTO THE OFFICE – IF THESE LINES ARE ALL BUSY
YOU WILL BE DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO OUR OFFICE VOICE MAIL – PLEASE
LEAVE A MESSAGE OR CALL BACK AT A LATER TIME TO TRY AND REACH US.
WE HAVE AN OFFICE POLICY TO GET OUR CALLS RETURNED WITH A 48
HOURS PERIOD. WE HOPE THAT THIS HELPS OUR CLIENTS WITH ANY QUESTIONS THAT THEY MAY HAVE ON THE STAFF GETTING CALLS RETURNED.
THANK YOU.

Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation

Staff, with reconfigurement of areas of
responsibility due to continuing funding
concerns. We can only hope there is
light at the end of the tunnel.
I am continually amazed at the reports
I receive from our Director, Mr. Topps,
as to the continuing increasing work load.
In these economic times it only seems
appropriate that our Nations heroes, our
Veterans, are looking more and more to
the Veterans Administration for those
benefits which they so richly deserve and
which can make a difference in receiving
health care or an education or buying

groceries. That’s what we do in Veteran
Affairs and Rehabilitation and it works.
As always, however, we need your continued support in our efforts to restore the
staffing and funding levels. Whether you
are only a dues paying member or fully
involved in your Post, District or
Department activities your voice counts.
At this time it most especially counts with
our Michigan Legislature to ensure appropriate funding for VA&R. We need to
restore our funding levels at the State
level and we also need to lobby our Legion
leaders to support this program internal-

ly.

Mr. Topps has advised that the workload continues to increase as does the
processing time experienced within the
VA system due to this increased workload and the lack of experienced of VA
adjudicators, which is primarily due to the
retirement and replacement of employees in the VA. At a time, when our
staffing was reduced due to fewer dollars
available from the State, and subsequently the Department, this is critical to those
See VA & R on page 14
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Tips from Department

In the coming weeks Post’s will begin
to have election of officers. The officer
in charge of sending the Department
membership has a stressful job.
Membership is everything to our Legion,
both on the Department Level and the
Post Level. Every meeting we have is
“How’s membership?” . Here at
Department we realize procedures are
forgotten and due to volume can sometimes be missed. We ask you pass these
notes on to the next person who will be
sending in the remittance sheets and
membership cards, etc to Department.
We hope you find these useful.

1. The Post sends in $29.50 ($7 for
SAL) per NEW and RENEWING
members to Department.
2. Members, who renew ONLINE,
do not send Department the $29.50
($7 for SAL) or the left 2 sections of
a membership card of those members. If you want to know who has
renewed online, contact Department
or check on “MY Legion”. Just send
the member their card.
3. If a member is transferring into
your Post from another AND THEY
HAVE ALREADY renewed at the
other Post you ONLY need to send

“Sending Membership Notes”

Department a Member Data Form.
4. If they need to renew AND transfer
membership then send the 2 left sections, mark transfer box and include
$29.50 ($7 for SAL) for renewal.

Note: What is a DUPLICATE? I received a
check from Department for Duplicates from
National, what are those? Those are members
who have paid twice in one membership year.

DID YOU RECEIVE A
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EVALUATION?

By National Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation Commission
On February 12, 2012, the
Pentagon released a message on
behalf of the Surgeon General to
suspend the use of Forensic
Evaluations during the Medical
Evaluation Boards until further notice.
The notice stated, “Forensic
Evaluations are frequently used in
the Civil and Criminal Legal proceedings, as well as for certain fitness
for duty determinations and confidence remains with this practice.
Forensic evaluations introduce variance into the MEB process.”
All service members who received
a Behavioral Health Evaluation in a
Forensic Department or by a Forensic
Certified Provider, specific to the
MEB process between January 01,
2007 and February 12, 2012 and
who’s diagnosis of Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder was downgraded are
requested to contact the Warrior and

Family Hotline at 1-800-984-8523,
overseas: DSN (312) 421-3700;
Stateside: DSN: 421-3700, or e-mail,
WSFSUPPORT@CONUS.ARMY.
MIL The hotline is available twenty
four/seven.
Those personnel who fall within the
guideline stated above are strongly
encouraged to contact the Warrior
and Family Hotline as USAMEDCOM will provide reevaluation for
any soldier with concerns about
potential Forensic Behavioral Health
evaluation during their MEB process.
Reevaluation will be conducted in
accordance with Standard Clinical
Practice Guidelines utilized by DOD.
The communication from the
Army is a direct result of 71 of 181
service members diagnosed with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder whose
diagnosis was downgraded to Mood
Disorder and or Anxiety Disorder at
Madigan Army Medical Center. 14
of the 71 downgraded PTSD claims

Please refund them their second payment.
Why did they pay twice? With online
renewal some are renewing online, but not
letting their Post know they renewed.
The Post makes contact and the person
thinks, “hmmm maybe I did not renew”

Continued
VA & R

Veterans and their families to whom
we provide assistance to navigate the
Federal Benefit system.
Given the current economic conditions and our shortage of staff, I
continue to beseech you at the Post
and District level to find someone to
step up as your local Service Officer
to provide direction to those Veterans
and their families looking for assistance and either begin the process
directly by filing some paperwork,
give them the information they need
to gather supporting documentation
and or putting them in contact with
our Staff.
I would also like to offer my Thanks
to all of the members of this
Committee and to the members of
our VAVS sub-committee, who mostly go unrecognized but perform such
valuable assistance to our hospitalized Veterans and the CBOC's in
their areas, for their continued interest and involvement in these most
important discussions.
We encourage attendance for those
with an interest at our meetings, at
any and all Post Service Officer trainings at the District Level, at our annu-

and pays again. Or the membership
renewal crosses in the mail and they
receive a renewal notice from National
and pay a second time. When you receive
duplicates back please refund the named
members.

al training for Post Service Officers in
September and at Fall Conference.
Finally, I must ask each Post and
District Commander to ensure that
the appropriate appointment of the
Service Officer be included in the
Post Officers list which is sent to
Department. We have instituted a
Correspondence Course for our
Service Officers which will provide a
uniform training program so that we
may better serve those Veterans navigating the VA System for any benefit to which they are entitled and this
training is becoming essential in our
ability to provide the best service.
Without your contact information we
cannot get the information to them.
Please also provide email information when available as this is the quickest way to get information out and
provide updates.
I hope to receive your Post / District
Service Officer reports for the year
beginning May 2011 thru April 2012
for review and selection for awards by
the Committee at Department
Convention so that they may be presented at Fall Conference.
Thank you for your continued
service and efforts on behalf of all of
our Veterans.
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Department Delegation Promotes
Vets in Washington
Mary Anne Yuncker, Legislative
Chairman
American Legion Auxiliary members
have been participating in legislative
activities in various ways while following the objective to promote and support
the
American
Legion
priorities/agenda.
This time of the year is typically the
busiest time for legislative work on a
state level. The state of Michigan meets
for approximately 28 weeks, primarily
from January to June. Nationally legislative work is done year round, with
Congress meeting 174 days in 2011.
The American Legion’s Legislative
Center web page is a valuable information resource. The Dispatch also provides information. The American Legion
Auxiliary’s Advocacy Guide explains
how to be an advocate starting at the
grass roots level. If you would like this
pamphlet, contact me and I will get it
to you.
The American Legion believes that the
most important issues in the coming
months will be funding related. The
fiscal year 3013 Department of Defense
budget proposal has anticipated
changes in retirement, healthcare, an
other benefits. Curbing the jobless rate
of veterans (nearly 1,000,000 veterans
are currently unemployed) and the flag
amendment are also high on the list.
When soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan
were asked by the American Legion
National Commander, Wang Fong, and
his aides what the American Legion

could do for them, they replied that
their biggest concern was not for themselves, their safety, comfort, or supplies,
but rather to take care of their families,
their retirement and their GI benefits.
This is our legislative responsibility as
we vigilantly make our position clear to
our legislators; reminding them of our
priority to ensure the veterans the care
and benefits they so surely deserve.
The following are items of particular
interest as policy priorities for the 112th
Congress:
1) Protection of the VA and the Dept of
Defense from funding reductions
2) Continuation of the VA home loan
program
3) Breaking the Senate log jam (There
are 19 bills that have been passed
by the House and are waiting
Senate action)
4) Disabled Veterans tax ( the removal
of tax on disability and retirement
benefits for disabled veterans)
5) The Flag Amendment (the protection
of Old Glory from acts of physical
desecration)
As Congress discusses and decides on
these issues, keep your legislators
informed of our position on them. It
only takes a small “gift of time”.
Thank you for allowing me to represent you in Washington last month. We
met with several Congressional offices,
presenting our agenda. I learned a lot
and felt our Michigan delegation did a
great job.

APRIL: CHILDREN & YOUTH MONTH
Janice Hafeman,
Children & Youth Chairman
Well Ladies it’s hard to believe I’m
already writing an article for the April
paper and that can only bring us to one
very important month: Children and
Youth month. We have six well put
together objectives for this year. As stated in the program guide they are
Recreation, Education, Career, Arts and
Culture, Civic Engagement, and Health
and Fitness.
The recreation objective is probably
the easiest; that’s the fun stuff. There are
several projects units can think of that
show our children we care, whether it’s
a community carnival or a family gathering welcoming home our soldiers.
As parents and grandparents I understand we are all busy, however we need
to ensure our children are properly educated to meet the future. There are several volunteer organizations that can
be sought out and that may be fine for
those of us in larger cities and you may

be asking, what I can do in small communities. What about the local schools?
They always need someone to tutor, just
read to the children. Or your unit may
want to help take school children to a
museum or cultural event. Sometimes,
they need just a hug or a “grandmother” or parent to talk to. Don’t forget
about giving moms or dads a break.
Remember, all civic engagements are
important, and just by our presence we
are spreading the word or the American
Legion Family. Support our First Lady,
Michelle Obama in introducing health
and fitness to our young people With
all the pressures our young people face
today, they need our help more than
ever.
Check out our guide for agencies not
mentioned and other ideas your unit
may be interested in. Please remember
our committee chairperson’s special
project of the Mott Children’s’ Hospital.
Just remember whatever you do make it
fun.

GIVE 10 TO EDUCATION
Mary Dubay, Education Chairman
One of the easiest ways to participate
in the Education program is through Give
10 to Education activities. This activity
allows members to participate either individually or through their Unit. They can
spend a little or a lot according to their
means.
National has sent out a Give 10 to
Education report form which lists many
ideas for this activity including but not
limited to: books, soup labels, box tops,
pencils, pens, crayons, flags, pop tabs,
and donations. The education committee
included this form in the last Unit mailing
and we hope that you all received it.
National has also issued a new directive in the Give 10 to Education Award.
They would like the Units to submit their
activity to the Department Chairman who

will then submit it to the National organization. National still plans on putting
those names that are submitted on a
National Honor Roll Wall as stated in the
award. Please submit your information to
the Education Chairman, Mary Dubay at
922 Huntington, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
or rdubay1@aol.com and put Education in
the subject line.
With Memorial Day just around the corner, there is still time to get into the schools
with the Veterans in the Classroom program. This is another activity, like Give 10
to Education, that can be done year round.
It is never too late to participate in either
of these activities.
If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact myself, or the Education
Committee members, Barbara Keif and
Anne Michell.

Update on Michigan Veteran Center
Robin Puckett, Homeless Veterans
Service Coordinator
I would like to give an update about
the Michigan Veterans Center in Detroit.
The women’s wing was set up according to the VA standards. It was equipped
with a security system, panic alarms
and a private bathroom. Also, a window
with a curtain was installed to be able
to see who was in the hallway or at the
door.
Then after this was finished for our
women veterans, the VA came and they
said that they needed to be housed separately. Our women are now housed
elsewhere. Items that were delivered to
the center were delivered by the administrator, Tyrone Chapman.
Land has been claimed and a new

facility will be built, the plans are for
about three years to completion. There
will be a separate wing designed just for
our female veterans.
I would like to thank the units that
have through of our female veterans.
Tyrone Chapman has guaranteed me
that anything collected and delivered
for our veterans will be delivered personally.
Let’s not forget we will have women
veterans come to our stand downs. And
once again I would like to let you know
how much I appreciate your support
and love of our veterans. Both homeless
and otherwise. There should be no reason why we should ever have a homeless veteran. They defended our freedom and country; we now have to help
them.

Poppy Days May 17-19
Kiberly Champion, Poppy Chairman
The American Legion Auxiliary, the
Legion, the SAL and Juniors distribute
Poppies every year. The Memorial
Poppy reminds us about the millions
who sacrificed their lives to help keep
us free and the program is one of the
most beneficial Auxiliary Programs for
Veterans and their families. Help to
support our Veterans by distributing the
Poppy on Poppy Days, May 17, 18, and
19, 2012.
Colonel John McCrae’s message
states “We shall not sleep, though poppies grow In Flanders Fields” and “we
have not forgotten”. Remember Poppy
Days by showing are support to our
Veterans. Everyone can help no matter
what age. The more time each and
every one of us spends out in our communities during Poppy Days not only
helps with the donations but also

spreads awareness.
Many distributors are needed this year
more than ever, not only for the older
Veterans, but for the many men and
women coming home disabled from
the current situation overseas. Their
needs are going to be many. We also
need to educate the public on how
their donations are used and the answer
simply is to assist and support Veterans
and their families.
Also, please come to the Poppy
Bonanza at the Grand Rapids Home
for Veterans on May 5, 2012 at 10:00
a.m. The Veterans are going to show us
how they make Poppies and you will
also get a chance to make some yourself. Look for the flyer that is being
sent in a unit mailing. Make sure that
you share the information with everyone
at your Post and Units.
I hope everyone can help make this
year a successful year.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AND AUXILIARY
POPPY PROGRAM
Have you ever wondered how poppies
are made? Now is your chance to find out
Join us at the

Grand Rapids Home for Veterans
3000 Monroe N.W., Grand Rapids
for a

Saturday, May 5, 2012

THE MIGHTY 5TH DISTRICT
Christine Merlington, 5th District
President
I cannot believe that most of the year
has already come and gone. My visits to
the Units of our awesome 5th District
have been pleasant and very informative
and a whole lot of fun.
My special project this year has been
raising funds for the Grand Rapids Veterans
Home and a few of its special programs.
These include the Service Cart that Sarah
and her wonderful group of volunteers
keep going, and also the area which makes
it possible for the veterans to go to events
such as Tigers Baseball or a Redwings
game. I have been very pleased that the
Units of the 5th District have embraced my
project as much as I have. My family has
many Veterans and this project is very
dear to me. At this time we have reached
$1280, and still have plenty of year left to
go.

I have visited eleven units so far. I was
amazed at my first Four Chaplains
Memorial Service this year. It is an amazing story. I have been in the Auxiliary for
just over seven years, I am very grateful
that the ladies of the 5th District placed
their faith in me. We will continue to
promote community service and help for
our Veterans. There are eighteen units in
the 5th District and I look forward to meeting them all.
We held the Junior Overnighter in
November here in the 5th District. It was
held at my home post#287. There was a
lot of fun had by all, but the juniors learned
a lot also. Not a lot of sleep was accomplished but oh well.
We will continue to push forward for
membership and reach a goal of 100%,
and very honored and proud to be a member of the Auxiliary, and the Mighty 5th
District.

6th District Busy this Spring

10:00 a.m. in the All Purpose Room

Janice Hodges, District 1st Vice
President

Veterans will demonstrate how poppies are made and also give
you an opportunity to do some hands-on assembly
of your own.
All Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and any interested
individuals are welcome to attend.
Please call no later than April 28 if you will be attending
so we have a count for planning purposes.
(Program will last approximately one hour.)
Sarah Brooks, Hospital Representative (616) 243-3520
Kim Champion, Department Poppy Chairman (248) 373-1962

They 7th District seem to be doing
well. In membership, February’s report
shows us with 77.45%, which puts
us in 9th place. We have 2 goal units.
However, we have several units that
have not paid 2011-12 mandatory
dues that are to be paid 30 days prior
to department convention for voting
privileges.
We have had some bumps in the
road and are trying to smooth them
out. Several units have sent in reservations for the 2012 Girls State Session.

Remember to order your poppies well
in advance and please check them for
accuracy upon receipt. Future events
include girls State get together for delegates, alternates and parents. We will
be having a Past District Commanders
and President’s Dinner at Leslie Post
491. Date will be announced at a later
date. I am sure we have plenty of time
to improve our membership and other
activities.
We wish Donna Palmer the best
always, and thank you for your support. May you all have good health
and memories, and may Irish eyes
smile upon you.

2012 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY CONVENTION CALL
The 92nd Annual Convention of the American Legion
Auxiliary, Department of Michigan is hereby called to be
held in Kalamazoo, Michigan June 28-July 1, 2012.
The Convention is called for the purpose of electing
officers for the ensuing year, considering amendments to
the Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules, receiving
reports of the National Executive Committeewoman,
Department Officers and Chairmen, electing Delegates
and Alternates to the 92nd National Convention and for
the transaction of such other business as may be brought
before it.
REPRESENTATION
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 2: The Annual Convention shall
be composed of Delegates and Alternates qualified as follows:
a. Delegates and Alternates shall have paid their
National and Department dues for the current year
to Department Headquarters not less than thirty (30)
days prior to the convention.
b. Delegates and Alternates must be over eighteen (18)
years of age, except as provided in the Constitution,
Article III, Section 2 (a).
c. Delegates and Alternates must be elected at a Unit
meeting duly called for that purpose: notice of
said meeting having been given no later than two
(2) weeks prior to election.
d. Alternates shall have priority in order of their elec-

tion.
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 3: Each Unit of ten (10) or more
members shall be entitled to one (1) Delegate and one
(1) additional Delegate for every one hundred (100)
members or major fraction thereof.
a. Units may send Delegates or Alternates only if
they have paid their Mandatory Funds for the current year to Department Headquarters not less
than (30) days prior to Convention.
b. Units will be permitted to vote from the floor only
if they have complied with all mandates and are
represented by at least one (1) Delegate or Alternate.
c. Units organized during the year (after July 1) will
be given the privileges of the Convention floor.
THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES ALLOWED WILL BE
DETERMINED BY THE UNIT’S MEMBERSHIP INTO
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS ON MAY 29, 2012.
UNIT CREDENTIAL FEES
Standing Rules (Department of Administration) credential fee is $5.00 for each delegate, $1.00 fee will be
charged for lost credentials for Department Convention,
must be paid by the Unit for each Delegate to which it
is entitled by virtue of its membership.
DELEGATE AT LARGE
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4: All elected and appointed
Department Officers, all members of Department Standing

Committees, the Hospital Representatives and their First
Deputies of the VA Hospitals, Grand Rapids Home for
Veterans, D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans and all nonVA Hospital Chairmen and their First Deputies shall be
Delegates-at-Large to the annual Convention and entitled
to vote.
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 5: All Past Department Presidents,
as long as they remain members in good standing in a
Unit in this Department, shall be Delegates-at-Large to
the annual Convention and entitled to vote.
STANDING RULES
(DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION)
A credential fee shall be paid for each Delegate-at-Large
for the Department Convention. All credential fees collected for Department Convention shall be allocated to
the printing account to help defray the cost of the Annual
Report Book. Credential fee is $5.00.
CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEE
The fee of $10.00 charged by The American Legion
Convention Corporation must be paid by ALL DELEGATES, ALTERNATES, DELEGATES-AT-LARGE AND
GUESTS. Convention program book, badge, etc. will be
given only on presentation of the Corporation’s receipt
at the registration desk. The registration fee of $10.00 must
be paid even if housing is not required. The convention
registration fee of $10.00 is to be mailed to the American
Legion Convention Corporation with a registration form.

APRIL IS VETERAN OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES MONTH
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Do you like to fish? Are you a Veteran?
Did you know there are groups in Michigan who want to say thank you
and take you fishing? There are events coming up just for veterans to enjoy
the great outdoors. Yes, even if you are in a wheelchair they will help you
fish.

“Tight Lines for Troops”
The 3rd Annual Veterans Charity Trout Fishing Tournament – Manistee
Army National Guard Armory , Manistee, Michigan; Mandatory Captains
Meeting is May 18th, Tournament, BBQ , Classic Car Show, River Walk,
and Awards Banquet is Saturday, May 19th. The car show and weigh-in
show are “Open to the Public” from 12 noon to 3:00 pm. Please visit
www.tightlinesfortroops.com for Registration and Sponsorship Forms and
more information.

“Tips-Up for Troops”
6th Annual Charity Bass Fishing Tournament is for Veterans and Military
Service personnel. Kensington Metropark, Brighton, Michigan; Saturday,
June 9th, 2012 – Weigh-in show and other activities are “Open to the
Public”; 9:00am – 4:30pm. Please join us in a day of celebration with food,
fun, entertainment, and games for the whole family.

“Hookin’-Up Heroes”
The 3rd Annual Charity Bass Fishing Tournament is for Veterans and
Military Service personnel. Newaygo State Park; Saturday, June 9th, 2012.
Weigh-in show and other activities are “Open to the Public” from 12:00
noon to 4:00pm.
NEWAYGO STATE PARK PRO/AM TOURNEY
9:00 am - registration begins, or earlier if you wish
10:00 am - launch, brown bag lunch will be provided
2:59 pm - tournament ends, boats will gather on main lake outside of
launch channel before 3:00 pm
3:00 pm - helicopter fly-over from Air Station Detroit weigh-in begins
immediately following fly-over
“Wallyeye’s for Warriors”
The 2nd Annual Charity Walleye Fishing Tournament is for Veterans and
Military Service personnel. Bay City, Michigan; Mandatory Captains
Meeting is Friday, June 16th, with the tournament Saturday, June 17th,
2012.
Weigh-in show and other activities are “Open to the Public” from 12:00
noon to 4:00 pm.
For more information on how to register for these events contact the Brain Injury Association of Michigan at (810) 229-5880
or visit www.biam.org and click their Events link

THE METRO AIRPORT FREEDOM
CENTER IS SEEKING VOLUNTEERS

“For more than a generation there
has not been a full-time military hospitality lounge in the State of
Michigan.” said Ken Pratt, president
of Michigan Armed Forces
Hospitality Center, Inc., a new nonprofit organization spearheading the
effort. “Starting this November that
will change with the opening of
Freedom Center. Located adjacent to
Gate A43 in the McNamara
Terminal, the 1,100 sq. ft. Freedom

Center will serve members of the
Armed Forces and their dependents.
Hosted by a dedicated staff of trained
volunteers, the special needs of the
thousands of military travelers who
travel through Detroit Metro monthly will be now be met seven days a
week, 365 days a year.”
The Freedom center is always in
need of volunteers, to learn more
visit www.ifreedomcenter.org, email:
info@miarmedforceshospitality.org
or phone John McCandless,
Michigan Armed Forces Hospitality
Center, Inc., 313-610-5600 or
Michael Conway, Wayne County
Airport Authority, 734-942-3558. If
you are traveling stop by.

BOYS STATE

We are getting close to the final days
of recruiting for the Boys State Program.
This will be a very special year for us
since we are celebrating our seventy
fifth birthday. Michigan Boys State was
incorporated in 1937 and our first class
was held in June 1938 with 838 students. We had 268 1n 2011. It would be
nice to get a lot closer to our first attendance size. Until the early nineties, we
were hosting almost one thousand
boys in our program. I believe by making a team effort, we can get closer to
these numbers. It has been reported by
many of the parents that they drop of a
boy on Sunday and pick up a young
man the following Saturday, due to all
the boys accomplish in this worthwhile
program.
This year we will have the honor of
having Past National Commander
Robert Turner at our opening ceremony in Midland, Michigan. Bob is the
host of our Boys State international
director’s conference in Indianapolis,
Indiana and the Boys Nation program.
The Texas Boys State program increased
their numbers by 124 students in 2011.
I was told they accomplished this by

going around the state and educating
their Legion family on what the program is and what they do for the Boys.
This should also work for Michigan.
There are so many of our members that
don't know what we do. Please give me
a call if your post would like a presentation or Boys State information.
We will have our new seventy five year
Boys State pin available for sale this year
at five dollars each. It's a very nice pin
with the state of Michigan and 75 years
marked on it. You may contact any of
the Boys State committee members to get
one. On Thursday, June 21 we will hold
a blood drive during the Boys State program. This has been a productive effort
to donate needed blood to the Red Cross.
I invite any of our Legion family to
stop by Northwood University in
Midland, Michigan to observe our program in action. I know you will be
impressed. You may even get a free
lunch.
Thank you very much
Nelson O'Bryan
Director,
Michigan Boys State

TAPS are located on
our website to be
viewed or printed at:

www.michiganlegion.org/
pages/taps.html
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MICHIGAN LEGION PARTNERS WITH MICHIGAN BASED
ACO HARDWARE STORES TO RAISE MONEY
FOR OUR WOUND WARRIORS
By Gary Tanner

For the last two
years,
ACO
Hardware
has
partnered with the
Reconnect Committee and the
American Legion
Department of Michigan to collect
over $40,000.00 dollars to fund the
Wounded Warrior Retreat program
and have offered to collect donations
from their customers again this year
from May 21st to July 4th 2012 in
hopes of increasing the available
funding to this program. ACO is
optimistic that we can top
$30,000.00 this year. ACO has
requested our assistances with the
collection process this year.

What is the Wounded Warrior
Retreat Program?
The Reconnect Committee has
established relationships with hotel
owners/managers, tourist companies, and local chambers of commerce who are looking for ways to

Peninsula, Mr. Lou Oberle, Mr. Bob
Considine and Mr. Gary Tanner for giving
us the opportunity to spend time at the
WilWin lodge. It was a great setting for
me and the other veterans to enjoy ourselves
when so many of us find very little enjoyment in our lives otherwise. And, best of
all, the retreat was a sincere act of gracious
“We would like to let you all know we love given to us with no expectations or hidhad a GREAT time at the Island!!! It was den agenda.” – Veteran 1
just what we needed, and we were treated
with great respect! We were busy the whole How can the Post take advantage of this Public Relations
time we were there (even when it was cold).
The time of year was perfect and we espe- Opportunity and support the
Wounded Warriors?
cially had a great carriage ride. So we are
sending out a "GREAT BIG THANK
• Meet the Manager of your local
YOU" to: Gary, Dr. Mark Kane, and
Aco Hardware Store
the AMERICAN LEGION” – Lyle
•
Members of the American
S.
Legion Family volunteer at the
We are also using the Wilwin
stores to engage the customers
Lodge for retreats for groups of vetand distribute donation slips.
erans in need of different means of
Help the ACO staff ask custherapy. Dr. Kane a psychologist,
tomers for donations.
who treats veterans, has been bring• Provide the ACO Store Manager
ing groups of veterans to the lodge
your Post #/Name and Address
with tremendous results.
so ACO can place signs in their
stores with this information on
“I would like to thank the members of
the American Legion Post in the Upper

help our returning wounded warriors. They have been providing
hotel stays, meals, and activities to
returning veterans. The funds raised
help offset traveling expenses or
make up the difference where businesses cannot provide.

STATE BASEBALL REPORT

them.
• Advertise the program through
their respective Posts. ACO will
produce flyers if they need them
for this purpose. a PDF version
of material is available at
www.michiganlegion.org/aco
• To tell all of our family and
friends about the Wounded
Warrior
Retreat
Program
Collection at ACO. ASK for
them to give.
• Have the American Legion posts
create thank you banners to display in their local ACO stores to
thank the customers for their
donations. These can be simple
paper banners or more substantial banners depending on the
post's preference. Funding assistance for these banners may be
available if absolutely necessary.

If you have questions about how
to take advantage of this program
contact
me
at
gtanner364@gmail.com or Cell:
(313) 550-4289

DON’T HAVE A ACO NEAR BY?

Please send your donation to ACO Wounded Warrior Program, 212 N
Verlinden
Ave, Lansing, MI 48915. Make check to Michigan Legion, in the
Posts make sure your team has a picBy Donald Hudon, Chairman
send the donation card below and we will hang it in the office.
memo
–
ACO
ture to Department by July 15 NO
Spring is here and so is American EXCEPTIONS!
Legion Baseball. Let’s Have Fun!
One of our own umpires has been
Reminder that ALL Posts and selected to work the American Legion
Teams need to check out the rules and World Series, Terry Myers. A resoludates as published to submit your tion was passed to name the Class A
paperwork in a timely manner.
MVP Award after Hal Newhouser.
Brackets for Class A and AA
Game 1 Zone 5 (Home) vs Zone 3
2 Zone 1 (Home) vs Zone 2
3 Zone 4 (Home) vs Winner
of Game 1
4 Host (Home) vs Winner of
Game 2
Tournament Dates are:
District July 19-20
Zone July 26 – 29
State Aug 2-5
Class A Marquette - Class AA Adrian
Regional Aug 9-13 Midland

IMPORTANT DATES
Jan 1 - May 15 – register at
www.legion.org/baseball after approval
PURCHASE YOUR INSURANCE,
must be purchased BEFORE tryouts
begin.
May 15th, 2012 – Insurance Deadline
June 18th, 2012 – All teams pass ALL
paperwork to District Chairman
June 21st, 2012 – District Chairman
to hand papers to Zone Chairman
June 25th, 2012 @ 2pm EST – Zone
Chairman to hand papers to State
Chairman
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ACCESS YOUR LIT ACCOUNT INFORMATION ONLINE

LEGIONNAIRE
INSURANCE TRUST

As a participant in the
Legionnaire Insurance Trust
Program, you now have access to
your account day or night, 24
hours a day!
You may access your account
at www.theLIT.com by clicking
on the My Account tab and registering today.
My Account offers you the
ability to securely:
• View your account and coverage information
• Make one-time payments
• Set up automatic payments,
and save up to $2 per payment!
• Update your address and
other personal information
• View product offers that are
available to you

Call 517-371-4720 x 16 to place an ad!

Classifieds

PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S.
military items from all
wars. Top cash paid for
Airborne, Aviation, Pilot,
Seal, Special Forces, OSS,
Ranger, Marine items. Also
German medals, daggers,
swords, guns, personality
items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
1217 Griswold St.,
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 982-4203 IRJ
Need Flags?
visit:
emblem.legion.org

Registration is easy! Just go to
your Legionnaire Insurance Trust
Program website at www.the
LIT.com and click on the My
Account tab at the far right side of
the page.
Click "Register Today!" on the
My Account tab and follow the
instructions to register. You will
need your Personal Identification
number which can be found on
your billing statement or on the
first page of your certificate or
plan description.
Register today! It's simple, safe
and convenient. Click here or
paste this address into your web
browser: https://www.thelit.com/
myaccount.aspx
Sincerely,
Member Benefits

The Best Thing for You Might
Not Be Money In the Bank!
8% Annuity Yr 1, 3% min.
Why settle for less in a Bank CD?
FREE CONSULTATIONS
800-720-4142
Retirement / Ins / Investment Planning
Final Expense Insurance
Biblical Based Investments

WAR RELICS
WANTED

Private collector paying
top dollar for daggers,
swords, medals, uniforms, etc. Call or write:
William Harbowy (Life
Member)
7247 Weddel Street, Taylor,
MI 48180
(313) 386-2384
IRJ
BUYING
Stamp & Cover
Collections
Call or write:
Wesley A. Kent
(Member)
1410 Hillcrest NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
(616) 791-2243

P.J. Harper, RIA, CSA, Registered
Investment Advisor, National Association
of Christian Financial Consultants
Member, Legion Member
www.harper-enterprises.com
Manchester, MI

WANTED

l

l

l Old Fising Tackle
Small Outboard Motors (1-5 H.P.)
Successful Dear Hunter Lincenses
l Bag Tags
l Hunting Badges

Please call Bill Wazelle at
1-734-728-7313

"The contents of advertisements which appear in the Legionnaire are solely the
responsibility of the advertisers. Appearance of any advertisement in the
Legionnaire does not constitute either a recommendation, nor an endorsement
of the goods and services offered therein."

Follow Us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/michiganlegion

20 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | April/May 2012 | W W W . M I C H I G A N L E G I O N . O R G

Around the State...

Congressman John Dingell stopped by our 2012 Legislative
reception in Washington D.C. on Feb 28th, 2012

Senator Debbie Stabenow joined the Legionnaires for dinner on Feb 17th,2012. Along with National Commander
Fang Wong.

American Legion Post #138 Swear in 4 new members James
R. Chaney, James Allen Weaver, Denis W. Hayes, and Robert
Clifford Davis. Welcome to the Legion.

Sons with National Commander Fang Wong

The Junior’s were present to raise money for the Elmobility room

Brett Holt and Terry Montgomery share laughs at
Winter Meeting

Commander Chatman talks to the Legion
Riders at Winter Meeting 2012

Everyone celebrated at “Elmo’s Birthday Party” thanks Junior’s

Tom Romain, Post 97 in Adrian presented a $400 donation to
Dan Kesterke Adrian High School Band Director with SAL member
Jim Cole. The donation was in appreciation for the efforts the
high school band has had on the veterans over the years.

