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Chaplain
Greetings
Legion
Family! There is just
something
uplifting
about this time of year.
Although the first day
of spring was officially March 20th, here in
Michigan we know that we can get
snow until the middle of April. But still,
it’s knowing that better, warmer weather is right around corner that gives us
joy. The famous actor/comedian Robin
Williams once said, “Spring is Nature’s
way of saying, let’s party.” Many of us
already have plans for things like baseball’s opening day and Easter. We look
forward to the kids being out of school,
barbecues, swimming and vacations.
Spring brings on the regeneration of life. Things like the budding of

“Spring”

Eddie Brown, State Chaplain

the trees and plants which we know will
then bare leaves, fruits and flowers. It
is a time for us to do cleaning, painting
and planting. It’s funny that in the spring
we don’t seem to mind these “chores” so
much. We look forward to seeing the
outcome of our labor. Wouldn’t it be
great if we felt that way all the time? I
think is where another saying comes
from, “If you love what you do, you’ll
never work a day in your life.” This
time of year is also important for The
American Legion and our Posts. It is a
time when we nominate and elect new
officers and consider activities for the
upcoming year. As we do these things,
remember purposes and why “we associate together.” And lets do these things
with joy, looking forward future. We do
good work.

People are more optimistic in
the spring. The old saying goes, “April
showers bring May flowers.” This optimism is nothing new. The book of
Zechariah was written some 500 years
before Christ. Verse 10:1 reads, “Ask
the Lord for rain in the springtime; it
is the Lord who sends the thunderstorms. He gives the showers of rain to
all people, and plants of the field to everyone.” The important thing about this
scripture is that it recognizes the role of
God in our daily lives. And, we need to
give Him thanks both for the rain and
the sunshine. And remember Romans
8:28, “In all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have
been called according to His purpose.”
Thank you for all that you do and God
bless you all. - Chaplain Eddie

Michigan American Legion Hosts the Country of Latvia

(LANSING)- On February 23rd,
2017, The American Legion Department of Michigan State Commander Larry Carlton Money, Adjutant
Ron Runyan, Department Legislative Chairman Marilyn Britten, Department Veteran Service Officer
Tom Kaiser, and Department Public Relations Director Mark Sutton
welcomed Lt. General Raimonds
Graube (middle) and Major Dmitrijs
Nemenonoks (right) from the country of Latvia. General Graube is the
former Chief of Defence of Latvia.
“It was an honor and privilege
to be asked by General Vadnais, of
the MI National Guard, to share the
history and programs of The American Legion with General Graube,
who represents a strong and critical
partner with our nation’s military.”
Said Department Commander Larry
Money.
The Michigan National Guard
and the military of Latvia have been
working together since 1993. General Graube will be retiring from
military service soon. The visit to
The American Legion Department

of Michigan was a fact finding visit
to explore how veteran service organizations work in the USA and how
he might be able to create a VSO in
the country of Latvia to support the
veterans in his country. We shared
our founding, our four pillars, organizational structure, and many

programs directed to the American
Veterans and their families. Department Veteran Service Officer Tom
Kaiser explained some of the duties
he performs help veterans receive
the benefits they have earned. We
look forward to helping General
Graube in his new mission.

STATE OFFICERS
State Commander. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Larry Money
State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Runyan
1st Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Archie Chappell
2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Catherine Buckley
3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Bigham
4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neal Horning
5th Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Lane

Finance Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Roger Avie
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernest Berry
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eddie Brown
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bill Hilgris
Judge Advocate. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Tim Hernandez
National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Webster

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Brown
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Buda
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Easterling
Membership Director . . . . . . . . . . . Barry Wood
Public Relations Director . . . . . . .Mark Sutton
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Larry Money, State Commander

Department Commander Goes to Washington
As the year of
serving as your
commander continues, I am consistently humbled
by the work that
happens every day
in The American
Legion. Attending the WashingLarry Money
State Commander ton, D.C. conference as your State
Commander gave me a different
perspective on what goes on there. I
applaud the work our State Adjutant
Ron Runyan, Legislative Chairman
Marilyn Britten, and Public Relations
Director Mark Sutton did prior to going to D.C. to prepare our delegates
for meetings. On the National level
the Washington Conference is a big
event to put on; the national staff are
professional and knowledgeable in
helping Legionnaires make a difference in the Nations Capitol.
The pre-conference work done,
made the little time we had with each
representative more effective. The
packets prepared for our delegates,
from all of the Legion Family, ensured Michigan covered each of the
Senators and Representatives with

the priorities of the Legion.
The American Legion Family is a
strong advocate for veterans and our
representatives know and respect the
work we do. We educated them and
gave them information they may not
have considered. Gary Easterling,
our VAR Director, was with us to
give them an understanding of how
the backlog has now shifted to the appeals process and how the modernization bill (HB 457) is so important
to pass.
I met with former Girl Stater Senator Debbie Stabenow, Legionnaire
Senator Gary Peters, Representative
Tim Walberg’s office, and my own
Representative and SAL member
Fred Upton.
I want to thank each of the Legion Family members who also attended the conference and met with
their representative. Without you
the American Legion message is just
writing on a piece of paper.
I want to encourage everyone to
be engaged with the issues affecting
veterans and let your voice be heard
to your representative, email them,
call them, or visit them in their district. They work for you, regardless
of the letter by their name.

Ron Runyan, State Adjutant

POST ADJUTANTS
“WATCH THE MAIL”
Post Commanders and Post Adjutants you should have
received, at the mailing address provided to Department, a
packet of information containing the following information.
Ron Runyan
State Adjutant
☐☐ Post Data Report Form
☐☐ Deletion – Direct Renewal Notice Form
☐☐ Membership Recruitment Pin (3, 10, 20, 30) Form
☐☐ New Member Recruiter Award (Gold, Silver, Bronze) Form
☐☐ Post Officers List Form
☐☐ Post Bond Form
☐☐ Post Officers Certification of Annual Audit Form
☐☐ Notification Post/Squadron Commanders and Adjutants Form
☐☐ National Commanders Membership Incentive Pin Certification Form
Watch the deadlines and fill out completely. If you have any questions
please contact Deanna Clark at member@michiganlegion.org or phone
517-371-4720 Ext 24.
Coming Soon…. Consolidated Post Reports are on the way!!!

Headquarters
SAVE THE DATE

Thursday, June 15, 2017
Veteran’s Night at Comerica Park
Tampa Bay Rays vs. Detroit Tigers
Order information will be out soon,
follow our Facebook page and
www.michiganlegion.org
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Membership
Family

Barry Wood, Membership Director
As I sit here in the waiting room for a family
member to come back from surgery, I started to
think about family. The things we sacrifice for
each other and the lengths we go to for the safety and security of all members. Isn’t it the same
for our Legion family? The American Legion
goes to great lengths for the care, safety, health and welfare of
our members. But, The American Legion goes even beyond
the Legion family and includes all veterans and their families.
We should offer ever veteran the OPPORTUNITY to join The
American Legion family where they can help to ensure security of the benefits we have all earned by serving our county and
its citizens.
Just yesterday, I was exercising on the rowing machine
having ten minutes beforea my set time would be finished.
My body was already tired and I could have easily called an
end to the exercising. But, I had set a goal for myself and I
was determined to see it through. I did succeed and made it to
my goal. What goals have we set for ourselves in the Legion.
Especially the goals for membership. Just like exercising the
first 90% of the membership year seems to go by rather quickly
and smoothly with members paying dues regularly, allowing
the numbers grow. Then comes that last 10% and we begin
to grow weary and to slow down. We must persevere during
this home stretch to reach our goals. Do not let a weary body
or mind prevent you from reaching your goal. It almost goes
without saying, it is time for the sprint toward the finish line
by calling and knocking on doors. We should be offering every veteran the opportunity to belong to The American Legion.
Our Legion growth is important to the power we are afforded
with the strength we have in our numbers. If you have reached
your goals for 2016-2017, put your next year plans into action
now to reach your membership goals for 2017-2018. Maybe
better yet is to over achieve and help your fellow Legionnaires
when they cannot reach their goals. Reaching your goals takes
planning, action and lots of teamwork. Help your membership
chairperson and membership team to reach the goals set for
your post. You can help by finding ways to make your programs attractive to veterans in your area and by reaching out
to your community.
Please do your part and offer every veteran (and their family members) you meet the OPPORTUNITY to be members of
The American Legion family. Thanks to all of you for the work
you did this year to help keep The American Legion strong.
May God bring many blessing to you and your family.

District Meetings
1st District
All meetings at Post 375, 19486 Sherwood, Detroit at 7PM
April 3 – District Annual Meeting
June 5 – District State Convention Meeting
2nd District
May 21, 2017 Adrian Post 97
SAL 11.00 AM, Riders Noon, Service Officers 1 PM, Meeting
2PM
3rd District
Sunday, May 7, 2017- Greenawalt-Flaherty Post 42,
1000 W. Lawrence, Charlotte, Michigan 48813.
RSVP- 517.543.1344
3rd District Commander Bob Berger, Cell- 269.832.0652Email- cdrberger0257@gmail.com
*Executive Board Meeting- 11:30 AM, Dinner- Noon, and
Regular Meeting at 1:00PM. Note: It is crucial for anyone
who plans to attend a 3rd District Meeting that you communicate to the host Post your dinner plans.
4th District
May 7, 2017 – Hastings Post 45
5th District
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
All Executive Committee Meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m.
with Senior Vice Commander Jan Roy presiding.
All District Committee meetings will be conducted @ Post
179 (616) 453-9861: Oct 13, 2016, December 8, 2016, February 9, 2017, April 13, 2017, June 8, 2017
DISTRICT MEETINGS
May 11, 2017 @ 7PM – Willard G. Leenhouts Post 6, 10820
Paw Paw Dr., Holland, MI
July 13, 2017 @ 7PM TBA
Past Commanders – Friday the 13th Club – January 13,
2017 & October 13, 2017

6th District
Lunch 12:00 pm Meeting 1:00 pm
May 7, 2017 Buck Reasoner Post 238, 1785 Cedar Street,
Holt, MI 48842
Memorial Service 11:00 am, Lunch 12:00 PM Meeting 1:00
PM
7th District
May 21st - Lapeer
June 2017 Convention
8th District
Sunday, May 7, 2017 at Post 203 in Belding
Dinner at 1:30 and meeting to follow.
9th District
May 13, 2017 at Traverse City Post 35
10th District
Lunch at 12PM – Meeting at 1PM
May 7, 2017 – Bay City Post 18
June 3, 2017 – TBD
16th District
American Legion & Aux Meeting 7:30 PM
*Denotes Service Officer School 6:30 PM
** Memorial Service 6:30 PM
April 11* - Trenton Post 426
May 9** - Lincoln Park Post 67 313-388-2088 Duel
June 13 – Garden City 396 313-381-2245
17th District
May 17, 2017 Livonia Post 32
18th District
4/9/17 at Rochester Post 172 Memorial service @ 2:00pm
5/21/2017 Auburn Hills Post #143 (District Officers Election)
6/11/2017 Royal Oak Post 253 (Legion meeting only)

2017 Teachers
of the Year

2017 Scholarship Winners

William D. & Jewell Brewer
Scholarship
Titus McClary
Carl Tanner
Georgina Taylor
Joshua Vaillancourt
Madison White

Guy M. Wilson Scholarship
Kiera Bishop
Aradia Bristol

Claudy Cervantes
Brandon Child
Francis Doud Jr.
Ashley Francis
Hannah Johns
Victoria Klaus
Lilah Parker
Cassidy Recker
Kaitlyn Shafer
Elizabeth Spisak
Taylor Townes

Zone 1 - Denise Knapp - Wyandotte
Zone 2 - Brad Roberts - Ida
Zone 3 - Marcy Putnam - Frankenmuth
Zone 4 - Pam Bloom - Reed City
Zone 5 Jann Thielen - Menominee
Teacher of the Year is based on competence, community involvement, and
school involvement in patriotism/Americanism/community service programs.

2017 Membership Goal: 68,507 March 20 Total: 61,952 - 90.43%
6th Dist

9th Dist

4th Dist
94.14%

12th Dist
92.58%

18th Dist
95.02%

95.25%

95.94%

10th Dist
93.58%

8th Dist
92.13%

3rd Dist
94.96%

7th Dist
93.07%

5th Dist
93.22%

17th Dist
92.13%

2nd Dist
92.71%

19th Dist
90.71%

16th Dist
94.58%

11th Dist
92.61%

1st Dist
79.41%
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From the Desk of the President

2016 - 2017 Department President, Ellen Jackson

SPRING FORWARD!

As I write this article, it is officially Spring. Soon we will be
seeing everything turning green
and fresh and fat Robins will be
bouncing around our yards.
This is a time of renewal. After the long winter months, seeing the new sprouts and the sunshine, our spirits lift and we are
energized.
For the American Legion Auxiliary, Spring is a
time to wrap up our reports of what our Units have
done for the past year. It is also time for elections of
officers statewide and appointments to our programs.
As you feel your energy rising, think about the upcoming year. Is this the year that you might volunteer to
be on a Committee or even be a Chairman? Pick a
program of your choice and contact your President to

see if you can be on that Committee. Volunteers for
these positions are needed at the Unit, District and
Department levels.
If you have never participated on a Committee,
you may be wary of the unknown. You may also be
wondering if you have the time. I can tell you that you
won’t be sorry. It is rewarding to serve on Committees
and you have plenty of material available to you and
other members to ask if you need your questions answered. Try it!
The Department Convention convenes on June
22, 2017 in Flint. Your Units will soon be selecting
delegates to represent your Unit. Is this the year you
volunteer to attend?
No matter what you decide on how you will participate in the Auxiliary, keep in mind, we are working
for our Veterans. Let’s make sure they feel energized
and renewed this Spring.

Auxiliary President Ellen Jackson and State Commander
Larry Money bartending at the St Patricks Day Tips for
Troops Day at Post 459 on March 17th.

2017 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY CONVENTION CALL
The 97th Annual Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Michigan
is hereby called to be held in Flint, Michigan
June 22-June 25, 2017.
The Convention is called for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing year,
considering amendments to the Constitution,
By-Laws and Standing Rules, receiving reports of the National Executive Committeewoman, Department Officers and Chairmen,
electing Delegates and Alternates to the 97th
National Convention and for the transaction of
such other business as may be brought before
it.
REPRESENTATION
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 2: The Annual
Convention shall be composed of Delegates
and Alternates qualified as follows:
a. Delegates and Alternates shall have paid
their National and Department dues for the
current year to Department Headquarters
not less than thirty (30) days prior to the
convention.
b. Delegates and Alternates must be over
eighteen (18) years of age, except as provided in the Constitution, Article III, Section
2 (a).
c. Delegates and Alternates must be elected
at a Unit meeting duly called for that purpose: notice of said meeting having been
given no later than two (2) weeks prior to
election.
d. Alternates shall have priority in order of
their election.

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 3: Each Unit of ten
(10) or more members shall be entitled to one
(1) Delegate and one (1) additional Delegate
for every one hundred (100) members or major
fraction thereof.
a. Units may send Delegates or Alternates
only if they have paid their Mandatory
Funds for the current year to Department
Headquarters not less than (30) days prior
to Convention.
b. Units will be permitted to vote from the floor
only if they have complied with all mandates and are represented by at least one
(1) Delegate or Alternate.
c. Units organized during the year (after July
1) will be given the privileges of the Convention floor.
THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES ALLOWED WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE
UNIT’S MEMBERSHIP INTO DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS ON MAY 23, 2017.
UNIT CREDENTIAL FEES
Standing Rules (Department of Administration) credential fee is $10.00 for each delegate,
$1.00 fee will be charged for lost credentials
for Department Convention, must be paid by
the Unit for each Delegate to which it is entitled
by virtue of its membership.
DELEGATE AT LARGE
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4: All elected and
appointed Department Officers, all members of
Department Standing Committees, the Hospi-

tal Representatives and their First Deputies of
the VA Hospitals, Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans and
all non-VA Hospital Chairmen and their First
Deputies shall be Delegates-at-Large to the
annual Convention and entitled to vote.
ARTICLE VI, SECTION 5: All Past Department Presidents, as long as they remain
members in good standing in a Unit in this Department, shall be Delegates-at-Large to the
annual Convention and entitled to vote.
STANDING RULES (DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION)
A credential fee shall be paid for each Delegate-at-Large for the Department Convention.
All credential fees collected for Department
Convention shall be allocated to the printing
account to help defray the cost of the Annual
Report Book. Credential fee is $10.00.
f
CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEE
The fee of $15.00 charged by The American Legion Convention Corporation must be
paid by ALL DELEGATES, ALTERNATES,
DELEGATES-AT-LARGE AND GUESTS. Convention program book, badge, etc. will be given
only on presentation of the Corporation’s receipt at the registration desk. The registration
fee of $15.00 must be paid even if housing is
not required. The convention registration fee
of $15.00 is to be mailed to the American Legion 2017 Convention with a registration form.
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Georgia Downs, Department Chaplain

WHAT IS FORGIVENESS?

Biblical Forgiveness
Two types of forgiveness appear in the Bible: God’s pardon
of our sins, and our obligations to
pardon others. God loves us too
much to let us destroy ourselves
in Hell. He provided a way for us
to be forgiven.

What is forgiveness of others?
The Bible states that when
someone hurts us, we are under
an obligation to God to forgive
that person. Refusing to forgive
is a sin. If we receive forgiveness
from God, we must give it to others who hurt us. We cannot hold
grudges or seek revenge. We
are to trust God for justice and
forgive the person who offended
us. Forgiveness means releasing the person from blame, leav-

ing the event in God’s hands and
moving on.
For if you forgive other people
when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive
you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will
not forgive your sins. Matthew
6:14-15 (ref: christianity.about.
com)
The month of April has 6 plus
Holy days, depending on your
religious beliefs.
What is Easter Sunday? It
marks the end of Lent and the
beginning of the Easter season
of the liturgical. Easter is a “movable feast” and does not have a
fixed date, however, it is always
on a Sunday. The date of Easter
is related to the full moon. Easter
is celebrated on the first Sunday

after paschal full moon on or just
after the Vernal Equinox. Paschal full moon always falls on
the 14th day of a Lunar month.
Easter always falls on a Sunday
between March 22 and April 25.
The origin of the word Easter
is unclear. It may have derived
its name from the Anglo-Saxon
dawn goddess Eostre, whose
feast was celebrated at about
this time. Or it may have derived
from the words meaning “rising,”
“dawn,” or “last.” (ref: Almanac.
com)
With the Holy Days and
Memorial Day approaching,
keep our Veterans, our warriors
and their families in your daily
prayers.
Walk in the way of understanding. Proverbs 9:60

The American Legion Auxiliary Program has a robust action
plan to provide activities and opportunities, especially focused
on the character, leadership and
citizenship of the youth and children of our military and veteran
families.
April is children and youth
month. In an effort to bring focus and ongoing recognition

Connie Kovacs
Junior Activities Chair
What a year!
The Department of Michigan
Juniors have been very active in
the Auxiliary programs, service
projects and community awareness projects throughout the
state. Our Juniors have logged
hundreds of volunteer hours
since April in programs such as
our VA Hospital Gift Shops, Collecting care package items for our
deployed troops, creating person care packages for Homeless
Veterans, community service
projects like Adopt a Highway
and even a High School Senior

to our children and youth programs, we are asking you to be
intentional about submitting activities and events taking place
throughout the state. There are
several programs and awards
outline in the 2016-2017 Action
Plan. We look forward to hearing how your Post is making a
difference in the lives of our military youth and children. We are
also looking for collaborative activities, where our children and
youth are working directly with

Junior Activites

Project for Veterans Day involving hundreds of people which
was initiated by one of our Fifth
District Juniors to raise awareness about our Veterans and the
issues they face and will continue to do great things. We try to
keep or meetings fun and engaging by hosting special themed
meetings and events to promote
the program and raise awareness. Some meetings have included chaperoned sleepovers,
creating Care packages and by
making crafts that can be used
for Department, District and unit
fundraising. We have also including Scavenger hunts at Department Conferences and our

Kathleen Copeland
Children and Youth Chairman

“The Children & Youth Program emphasizes protecting,
caring for and supporting children
and youth, particularly those of
veterans’ and military families”.
By now all of your reports
(narratives and pictures) are in
for 2016 - 2017, but do not stop
what you are doing for our children. Continue to reach out to
and support children especially
those of our Veterans and military families. Please continue
the work you do for our children
and youth, and report what you
have done. This month your
year - end reports are due to
me by April 15th 2017
Start compiling your 2017
- 2018 reports tracking the
events, all the hours involved
your Post to develop ongoing (planning, shopping, calling)
patriotism, character, citizenship and money spent.
as our future leaders. Remember there is an award for the best
April Is the American Legion’s
program!
Children & Youth Month
Please remember to wear
Purple on April 15th in support of
April has been celebrated as
the youth and children month!
“Children
& Youth Month” since
Whatever the event or collab1938.
I
hope you have April
oration…we want to hear about
jammed
packed
with events, fiit. Together we can make a difnalizing
your
Girls/Boys
state
ference in the lives of the youth
candidates,
student
troopers
and
and children in our communities
family
fun
bunny
hops
or
other
and our military families.
such events. Remember to track
these events for next year’s report. Use the Auxiliary tracking
annual Pizza Party Meeting is al- form and you will not miss anyways a big success in promoting thing. Please wear red on April
our programs and recruitment 15th for Children & Youth Day.
“Children represent the fuopportunities.
Activities such
as trips to our Michigan Space ture of our nation. It is up to us
and Military Museum, Veterans to equip them with knowledge,
Home Carnivals, Community leadership skills and a commitfestivals and parades also keep ment to service that they will
our Juniors excited about the use as productive adult citizens
Auxiliary programs and educate of the United States”. (Quoted
them about the impact our veter- from The American Legion C&Y
ans have made in their commu- program booklet.)
nities, state and nation.
Remember the eyes of our
We would like to thank our youth are watching what we do,
Legion Family for your generos- how we behave and they will abity and support so far this year
resulting in almost $3600.00 sorb what we are willing to take
for our Special Project, Stiggy’s the time to support, nurture and
teach them.
Dogs!

Children & Youth Month

Mary Tyler, Children & Youth
Committee Member

Children &
Youth

PROUD POSSESORS OF A PRICELESS HERITAGE
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Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter
SAL Detachment Commander Comments

Editors: Sandy Lipman

Winter Travels

It has been very busy already starting out this New
Year. Ida invited me to a steak
dinner at their post and as always enjoyed a good meal with
good friends. Then we were
off for the UP Winter Tour
which we spent a week touring
around the UP visiting a numCarvin Chapman
ber
of Post’s. The weather coSAL Commander
operated for us as there was not
a lot of snow. The tour ended in Gladstone. It was
a very warm welcome to each Post we traveled to
during the tour.
February took me to the 16th District Americanism Dinner in Wyandotte which they always
have a good turn out and I was very proud to be a
part of this wonderful program that they put on.
Then I was off to Traverse City where they had a
4 Chaplains Program and was an interesting time.
I attended the Fire & Police Awards Program in

Oxford. This is a very well deserved program and
congratulations to all. Carson City invited me to
their scheduled meeting and I thank you for inviting me.
Last but not least I have just returned from
spending a weekend in Washington DC for the
conference. This was a very enjoyable and learning experience. I placed a wreath with the SAL
National Commander Jeff Frain at the WWII
Memorial. Watched the changing of the guards
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers which was
very touching. Then we were able to do some
sightseeing. This is one Conference that I will
never forget.
If you have an event or a meeting that you
would like me to attend it’s not too late to invite
me. I will be happy to attend.
Yours in God and Country
Carvin “Huey” Chapmen
Detachment Commander

Made in Michigan – Save the Date

Gary Tanner, Reconnect
Chairman receives a
check from Joe Lipman,
SAL Squadron 14 Commander for the Michigan
Wounded and Returning
Warrior Program.

Joe Lipman
Squadron 14 Commander
Please join us for the
4th Annual Made in Michigan Festival at the Birmingham-Troy American Legion located at 1340 West
Maple, Troy MI sponsored
by the SAL Squadron 14..
This event will take place on
June 10, 2017 from Noon to
last call. The event features
local Michigan vendors who
come out and show off their
one of a kind product which
are available for purchase.
There will also be live enter-

Squadron 224 in Wixom gave
four thousand dollars to the Walled
Lake schools special needs kids for
the last 16 years by holding a golf
outing.

tainment by two local bands. It also features over
100 prizes donated by local Michigan Companies
that will be raffled off throughout the day.
Every year we pick two charities for the event.
Last year it was Special Olympics Wertz Warriors
and the Michigan Wounded and Returning Warrior Programs. We were able to donate $1200.00
to each charity. This year the two charities will be
once again the Special Olympics Wertz Warriors
and the Troy Police and Fire Memorial Fund for
the families of fallen officers.
Any questions that you may have about the
event please contact myself the Party Chairman
at joe.lipman89@gmail.com and put Made in
Michigan in the subject line.
Please SAVE THE DATE and join us on June
10, 2017.

SAL National Commander Jeff Frain, Rodney Tolbert & Carvin
Carvin “Huey” Chapman, Rodney “Huey” Chapman laying
Tolbert & Russell Bayliss laying the the wreath for the Dewreath at the WWII Memorial.
tachment of Michigan.

Public Relations

Dominic R. Merlington, P.R. Chairman
Reminders about the upcoming Detachment
Convention:
1. Make sure your Squadron submits their
Consolidated Squadron Report form. This information is used to help determine the winners of
the Americanism and VA&R awards at the Detachment Convention.
2. You are urged you to submit an application
for the Maurice L. Michael Award. “Said trophy
is to be awarded annually to the squadron with
the best S.A.L. program in the State of Michigan
for that particular year.” This is a very prestigious
award.
3. Other awards given out annually at the
Convention are the Son of the Year, Scrapbook
and History Book awards. For those that participate in the air rifle shoot competition during
the Convention, we have trophies for various age
group winners.
Go to www.michiganlegion.org and click on
the S.A.L. emblem at the bottom of the page, then
look for the “SAL Forms & Files” on that page.

SAL State Convention
June 2, 3, 4, 2017 in Stevensville, MI
Registration on Page 14
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Proposed Amendment to Our
Constitution & By-Laws

I mailed out letters to all Squadrons
informing them that our Detachment
Commander Carvin Chapman, Judge
Advocate Skipper Townes, and I, met
in Lansing to see how many Squadrons
had a copy of their Constitution & ByLaws and a Photo of their Charter in
their individual files. It is essential that
every Squadron have this information
on file at Department.
Upon our arrival, we received a copy
of a recent inventory report concerning
that information, and learned that many
Squadrons did not have at least one or
more of these significant documents on
record. It is possible that the missing
documents could have been misplaced,
or accidently mixed in with things that
were tossed out when Department was
being remodeled.
The report showed that only 17
Squadrons, out of over 200 Squadrons
were on file. With not knowing how
long those had been on file, it was decided that those 17 Squadrons along
with all other Squadrons, should have
a meeting with their members, and update their Constitution & By-Laws, and
make any changes they may feel necessary. It is your Squadrons responsibility

to mail a copy of your updated Constitution & By-Laws, along with a photo
of your Squadrons Charter to Department.
We will be voting on an Amendment to our Detachment Constitution,
during our S.A.L. June 2017 State Convention. This Amendment will add the
same requirement for our Squadrons, as
Department has in their Constitution
for their Posts.
Proposed Change to the Detachment Constitution, Article IX, adding
Section 3, shall read: “Each Squadron
shall approve and endorse a Squadron
Constitution and By-Laws, which together with any subsequent amendments thereto, shall be approved by the
endorsements of the sponsoring American Legion Post, the District Sons of
The American Legion Judge Advocate
(when District Sons are formed) and
Detachment Judge Advocate before
becoming effective. Upon endorsements a copy shall be placed on file with
The American Legion, Department of
Michigan.”
Any questions call: Greg Price 313550-0857….or... Skipper Townes 616754-7879

Christmas Event

Oscar G. Johnson - VA Hospital Iron Mountain , MI

3rd Zone Commander Visit

Photo By: Alice Jackson, Auxiliary Unit #14 (Past Detachment 1st Lady) (L to R): Squadron
382, S.A.L. Finance Officer, Dwynn Delor, 3rd Zone Commander Randy D. Jackson (Past Detachment Commander 06-07) Squadron 382, S.A.L. Commander Ralph Moore II

The American Legion Detachment
of Michigan, 3rd Zone Commander
Randy D. Jackson and his wife Alice
visited The American Legion Charles J.
Fulton Post 382 in St. Clair, Michigan.
Randy met with Sons of the American
Legion
(S.A.L.) Commander Ralph Moore
II and S.A.L. Finance Officer, Dwynn
Delor in February 2017. S.A.L. has been
with this Post for seven years and it has
made a tremendous difference in membership, repairing the Post’s building
inside and out, renovating the dining
area, adding a new kitchen, bathrooms
and an outside shed. (Just to name a few
projects.)
It was a pleasure listening to all of
the valuable information on how well
this Squadron is doing for the Post and
for the Community of St. Clair. They

along with Legion, Auxiliary and support of friends, the S.A.L. have raised
funds through organizing four casino
trips a year; filling up three buses, offering Fish Fry Dinners on Fridays and
Breakfast Buffets’ on 3rd Sundays, having roasted chicken meals for over 600
people in the community, two Flag Retirement Ceremonies and much more.
To connect with the American Legion
Family in St. Clair go to their e-mail:
Fultonpost382@gmail.com / web site:
www.americanlegionpost382.org
or
their facebook: Facebook/American
Legion Post 382.
This is truly an American Legion
Family that works proudly together
with their members and friends of the
community. Thank you for becoming
Members who care for their veterans,
Post and the community; it shows.

Each Veteran was presented a brand new five dollar bill to use for whatever
they wanted by the members of the American Legion Family in the UP.
From left to right pictured is: Pat Germain – Auxiliary, Bill Germain – 5th Zone SAL
Commander, Dennis Larson – SAL VA Rep, Steve Podgornik – SAL Deputy Rep, Wayne
Roy – 11th District Commander and Peggy Anderson – Auxiliary. This is a yearly event
held at the hospital.

Danny Gleason,Pat Pustay, Rodney Tolbert, John VanHavel attend the 4 Chaplains Ceremony.
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2017 NATIONAL CONVENTION RESERVATION FORM
2014 NATIONAL CONVENTION RESERVATION FORM
August 19 – 23, 2017
August 23 – 29, 2014
Peppermill
Resort
Spa and
Casino
Hampton Inn
Charlotte
Uptown
2707Luther
S Virginia
NV 89502 NC 28202
530 E Martin
KingSt,
Jr Reno,
Blvd, Charlotte,

Name ______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State ___________ Zip Code _______________
E-mail: __________________________________ Cell # ______________________________
Rooms (quantity): ________ king

________ double

Arrival date: __________________________

_______handicapped

Departure date: ________________________

Rooms are $156.81 per night (tax included). First night’s room deposit needs to be included with this
form. More than 2 people in a room is an additional $10/day. Complimentary rollaways and
complimentary parking.

Roommate(s): _________________________________________
_________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

□LEG □AUX □SAL
□LEG □AUX □SAL
□LEG □AUX □SAL
□LEG □AUX □SAL

Special Room Requests: ________________________________________________________
Registration Fee: $25 each
LEGION_____
AUX_____
SAL ______
(Note: If you are an Auxiliary or SAL delegate, do not include your registration fee)
Michigan Party: Tickets are $30 each. The Michigan Party will be on Saturday, 8.19.17
National Commander’s Banquet: Tickets are $47 each. The banquet is Tuesday 8.22.17.
If marching in the parade list how many & who: ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Enclose check or credit card information for:
First room night deposit
$156.81 X # of Rooms ______ $________
# of Registrations
$25 each X # of badges ______ $________
# of tickets for Michigan Party
$30 each X # of tickets ______ $________
# of tickets for National Cmdr Banq.
$47 each X # of tickets ______ $________
TOTAL ENCLOSED
$ ________

□ Visa □ Mastercard

CC# ______________________________ exp. date ___/_____

Signature:_________________________________________
RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT DEPARTMENT BY JULY 14, 2017 – Attn: Kim
No refunds after 7.14.17

Winter Meeting Raffle Winners
Grand Prize
2nd Prize		
3rd Prize 		
4th Prize		
		
5th Prize		
6th Prize		
7th Prize		
8th Prize		
9th Prize		
10th Prize		
11th Prize		
12th Prize		
13th Prize		
14th Prize		
15th Prize		
16th Prize		
17th Prize		
18th Prize		
19th Prize		

$5000 Terry Paul Coldwater,MI
$1500 Brandt Rousseaux Port Austin, MI
$1000 Paul Stowell Jackson, MI
$500 Brian Morrison Boyne City, MI
($100 bonus for being present at drawing)
$500 John Vukin Howard City, MI
$500 Robert Dubois Lansing, MI
$500 Louis Bartz Byron Center, MI
$500 Walter Slaby Clark Lake, MI
$500 Alfred Byrnes Atlanta, MI
$100 Fred Bond Waterford, MI
$100 Matt Barkhaus Allen Park, MI
$100 Clinton Draeger
Spring Lake, MI
$100 Raymond Cooper New Boston, MI
$100 Walter Casey Escanaba, MI
$100 Wayne Wilcox Lake City, MI
$100 James Stanton Williamsburg, MI
$100 Richard Liberty Gladstone, MI
$100 Dallas Dagenais Waterford, MI
$100 Byron Whitney Winchester, TN

Michigan Boys State Report
We are well on our way to having an exciting and outstanding 80th year
of Boys State. The Boys State Staff needs your help to make sure that every
young man that wants to attend Boys State can.
Please reach out to the school(s) and community to get the word out
about the number one leadership program in Michigan and the Nation. The
Boys State Committee Members and District Boys state chaiors are ready,
willing, and able to help your Post be successful in finding an eleventh grader to attend. If you have money to send a young man but no young man,
please let me know and we will find one. If you have a young man and no
money, please let me know and we will find the funding.
in order to keep the Boys State Program financially healthy, we are asking Posts, Squadrons, businesses or individuals to make a donation to the
Michigan Boys State Endowment Fund. Checks should be written to Michigan American Legion Foundation with Boys State in the memo line. In
recognition of your donation, we will list all donors in our Yearbook, on the
Michigan Boys State website and recognized at the Fall Conference. Donors
will be listed as follows:
Up to $1000 - Red Donor
$1001 to $5000 – White Donor
$5001 to $10000 – Blue Donor
Over $10000 – All American Donor
The funds we raise will allow us to keep the cost of Boys State down, allow us to cover the cost of all young men that want to attend Boys State, and
will help us market Boys State.
We are also looking for Legionnaires who would like to come to Boys
State and work with us as a liaison to our cities, counties and state government. Please let Roxanne at Department know that you would like to help
during the week.
Even though the deadline for application is listed as May 26, we will
continue to take applications through June 10.
Thank you to everyone who has been helping and supporting Michigan
Boys State this year. Now is the time to make sure your Post is sponsoring a
young man to Boys State.
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The Only Written
Official Call to the 99th Annual State Convention
American Legion, Department of Michigan
June 22 – June 25, 2017
Holiday Inn Gateway Centre
Flint, Michigan
Purpose: To receive Department Officers’ annual reports, consider Department Constitution and By-Laws amendments,
elect Department Officers and conduct any other business brought to the convention. Only the Committees and Chairpersons
listed below are called to officially participate in the Convention.
Registration: Registration fee of $15 will be charged to all delegates, alternates and guests.
Department Exec. Cmte Meeting: Thursday June 22, 2017 at 4:30 p.m.
Opening Session: Friday June 23, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
Subsequent Convention Sessions: Saturday, June 24, 2017, 9:00 a.m. & Sunday, June 25, 2017, 10:00 a.m.
Called Department Committee Meetings: Thursday, June 22, 2017 (TBA – see schedule at www.michiganlegion.org)
• Finance/Personnel
• Children & Youth, Legislative, Membership, Permanent Time and Place
• Americanism, Economic, Public Relations, Reconnect, and VAVS/VHVS
• Internal Affairs, Post Development, and VA&R
Called Department Committee Chairmen: Representing Department Committees not called to convention: Baseball, Boys
State, Education & Scholarship, Leadership College, and National Security & Foreign Relations
Convention Committee Meetings: Friday June 23, 2017, 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Convention Committees are comprised of one person per district. Each Delegation Chairman will name the members to
serve on the Convention Committees and certify that list to the Department Adjutant.
Americanism & Community Service (includes Education & Scholarship, Boys State, Law and Order, Scouting) – Children & Youth, Constitution & Bylaws, Credentials, Economic, Finance, Legislative, Membership, National Security & Foreign Relations, Post Development, Public Relations, Reconnect, Rules, Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation and VAVS/VHVS
District Caucuses: Friday, June 23, 2017, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Zone Caucuses: Friday, June 23, 2017, 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Joint Memorial Service: Sunday, June 25, 2017 8 a.m.
Elections & Adjournment: Sunday June 25, 2017, 10 a.m.
The new 2017-2018 Department Executive Committee and the 2017 National Convention Delegates and Alternates will meet
upon Convention adjournment.
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Proposed ‘17 Constitutional Amendments

These proposed Constitutional Amendments are published in accordance with Article XIII, Section 1 of the Constitution & By-Laws of the American Legion, Department
of Michigan: “These By-Laws may be amended by two-thirds vote at any Annual Department Convention, provided notice be published electronically on the Department
website at least 60 days prior to said convention and be published in paper form in a spring edition of the Michigan Legionnaire. Said proposed amendment shall be referred
to the Convention Constitution and By-Laws Committee, which shall submit the same to the Department Convention with its recommendations with regard thereto”.
Article V, Section 4, subsection e, which now reads:
PROPOSED AMENDMENT CHANGE 17-1-CA
Submitted by The Department of Michigan Economic Committee
A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws, Article IV, Section 1, subsection f
To be amended by:
Renaming the Economic Committee to “Veterans Employment & Education Committee”,
to align with American Legion National Committee structure

PROPOSED AMENDMENT CHANGE 17-2-CA
Submitted by The Department of Michigan Public Relations Committee
A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws, Article IV, Section 1, subsection f
To be amended by:
renaming the Public Relations Committee to the Media & Communications Committee,
to align with American Legion National Committee structure

PROPOSED AMENDMENT CHANGE 17-3-CA
Submitted by The Department of Michigan
A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws, Article V, Section 3, subsection e, which now reads:
The Executive Committee shall require all Post Officers who handle funds to be bonded
under a bond to be furnished by an incorporated surety company, which has been approved for this purpose by the National Adjutant.
and

By Ron Runyan, State Adjutant
Non-compliance with the 10-day delegate/alternate information requirement below will negate a
post’s vote at Department Convention
VOTING STRENGTH IS DETERMINED BY
MEMBERSHIP TOTAL’S AS OF MAY 25th, 2017
(last year’s membership number)
10 Day’s Prior to the Opening of Department
Convention
Each Post Adjutant must send the completed Post Delegate Form, which will be mailed to each
Post Adjutant’s home address in May, into Department Headquarters by 5:00 p.m., Tuesday June 14th,
2017. The form must include each person’s membership card number, full name, mailing address, and be
signed by either the Post Commander or Adjutant.
Forms can be mailed, faxed to 517-371-2401, attn:
Deanna Clark, or emailed to her attention only at this
email address: membership@michiganlegion.org. A
form will not be accepted if it lacks the Post Commander or Adjutant Signature.
Representation – Article V, Section 1 (c). Delegates
Representation in the annual Convention shall
be by Delegates and Alternates, duly elected by Posts
of the Department and, in addition thereto, the Past
Department Commanders and the members of the
Department Executive Committee, with the exception of the Department Adjutant. Each of the above
Delegates shall be entitled to one vote. Each Post having 15 or more paid up members at the Department
Headquarters 30 days prior to the opening date of

The Finance/Personnel Committee shall be charged with the duty of fixing the amount
of and providing a proper and adequate bond for the Department Adjutant and Finance
Officer and all other Department officials and employees who handle Department funds
in a surety company or companies approved by the National Adjutant. The expense of
all bonds provided for herein shall be borne by the Department. The Finance/Personnel
Committee shall also be responsible for the investing of all trust funds, excepting those
funds left in trust for purposes of the authorized subsidiary corporation Article IV, Section
1(h).
To be amended by:
changing verbiage from “bond” or “surety” to “fidelity and crime insurance” and to eliminate the reference to Article IV, Section 1(h)
so that when amended, Article V, Section 3, subsection e, shall read:
The Executive Committee shall require all Post Officers who handle funds to be insured
under a fidelity and crime policy to be furnished by an incorporated insurance company,
which has been approved for this purpose by the National Adjutant.
and Article V, Section 4, subsection e, shall read:
The Finance/Personnel Committee shall be charged with the duty of fixing the amount
of and providing proper and adequate fidelity and crime insurance for the Department
Adjutant and Finance Officer and all other Department officials and employees who handle Department funds in an insurance company or companies approved by the National
Adjutant. The expense of the insurance provided for herein shall be borne by the Department. The Finance/Personnel Committee shall also be responsible for the investing
of all trust funds, excepting those funds left in trust for purposes of the authorized subsidiary corporation.

Post Voting Requirements
the PRECEDING year’s Convention shall have representation at the annual Convention on the basis of one
Delegate for such Post, who shall be the newly elected
Commander and one additional Delegate for each 50
members or major fraction thereof. Each Post represented at the Department Convention is entitled to
cast the voting strength of its Post, provided all annual
dues and debts to the District of which it is a part and
the Department are paid.
Delegates – Article IV, Section 4 (j). In addition
to the newly elected Post Commander, each Post shall
select one Delegate for each 50 paid-up members, or
major fraction thereof, to represent such Post at the
annual Convention. Each Post shall select an alternate
for each Delegate chosen. The Delegates and Alternates shall be chosen by each Post from among its own
members in good standing. The names of all Delegates
and Alternates shall be certified to the Department
Adjutant at least 10 days before the opening date of
the annual Convention.
Delegate Determination formula Example:
0-14 members …... 0 delegates
15-49 members …... 1 delegate (Newly elected
Post Commander)
50-99 members …. 2 delegates (Post Commander plus 1 for each 50 members)
100-149 members… 3 delegates
150-199 members.. 4 delegates
200-249 members.. 5 delegates
250-299 members.. 6 delegates
300-349 members.. 7 delegates
350-399 members.. 8 delegates
Total members _________ divided by 50 equals

______(round number down) plus 1 for post commander (only if the post has at least 15 members)
equals total delegate count
Example: Total members 235 divided by 50 =
4.7 (round down) 4 delegates plus 1 delegate for the
newly elected Post Commander equals 5 total delegates for convention.
Credentials – Delegates will receive an identification badge upon registering with the Convention
Corporation on-site. If an alternate permanently replaces the delegate, credential badge can be provided
at Department Headquarters and the name added to
the list.
Election of Vice Commanders – Article VI,
Section 3 (a) - Elective Department Officers shall be
chosen annually at the Department Convention by a
roll call vote of the Districts of the Department, with
the exception of Five Vice-Commanders, who shall
be chosen at the “Zone” Caucuses by the Districts
making up the “Zone” which that individual Vice
Commander is to represent. Each Vice Commander
so chosen must be and shall remain a member of a
Post within his respective Zone.
Election of District Commanders – Articles V.
Section 3 (c) - Each District shall elect its District
Commander by vote of the Delegates representing
Posts in the said District in attendance at the Annual
Department Convention and prior to the adjournment thereof or else at a regular District Meeting to
be held not less than fifteen (15) days nor more than
sixty (60) days prior to the Annual Department Convention. Alternates shall be chosen at the same time
and place as the District Commanders.
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Veteran Service

Were you stationed at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina between 1953 and 1987?
VA’s rule establishes presumption of service
connection for diseases associated with exposure to
contaminants in water supply at Camp Lejeune

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) regulations to establish presumptions for the
service connection of eight diseases
associated with exposure to contaminants in the water supply at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, are effective as
of March 14, 2017.
“Establishing these presumptions
is a demonstration of our commitment
to care for those who have served our
nation and have been exposed to harm
as a result of that service,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Dr. David J.
Shulkin. “The Camp Lejeune presumptions will make it easier for those Veterans to receive the care and benefits
they earned.”
The presumption of service connection applies to active-duty, reserve
and National Guard members who
served at Camp Lejeune for a minimum of 30 days (cumulative) between
Aug. 1, 1953, and Dec. 31, 1987, and
are diagnosed with any of the following
conditions:
• Adult leukemia
• Aplastic anemia and other
myelodysplastic syndromes

• Bladder cancer
• Kidney cancer
• Liver cancer
• Multiple myeloma
• Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
• Parkinson’s disease
The area included in this presumption is all of Camp Lejeune and Marine
Corps Air Station New River, including satellite camps and housing areas.
This presumption complements
the health care already provided for
15 illnesses or conditions as part of the
Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of
2012. The Camp Lejeune Act requires
VA to provide health care to Veterans
who served at Camp Lejeune, and to
reimburse family members or pay providers for medical expenses for those
who resided there for not fewer than
30 days between Aug. 1, 1953, and Dec.
31, 1987.
Contact the Department Veterans
Services office at 313-964-6640 or visit
https://www.michiganveterans.com/
find-benefits-counselor to find an accredited service officer near you. Don’t
Face the VA Alone!

American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans and their families.They can assist
with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in
Veterans’ benefits services. Assist you and your Dependents
in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to
your country.
American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone (313) 964-6640 Fax (313) 964-5697
e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
------------------------------------Call the Detroit office for Field Service Officer Schedule

Visit us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/MichiganVAR

Service After the Uniform
State Representative - Jason Wentworth

Jason Wentworth was elected in November 2016 to
the Michigan House to represent Clare, Gladwin, Arenac
and part of Osceola County, including Evart City and the
township of Evart, Hersey, Highland, Marion, Middle
Branch, Orient, Osceola, Sherman and Sylvan. He serves
as Chairman of the House Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee and as a member of the Workforce and Talent Development, Michigan Competitiveness and Insurance Committees.
Representative Wentworth is a graduate of Farwell
High School. He has a Bachelor’s degree in Public Safety
from St Petersburg College, Florida and a Master’s degree
in Leadership from Central Michigan University.
He served in the United States Army for five years as
a military police officer, serving in Korea for a year and at Fort Detrick, Maryland
with his final assignment at Fort Riley, Kansas. He attended Special Reactions and
Sniper 1 courses in addition to his other military schools. His service complete in
2006 with an honorable discharge, he went on to work in private and public law
enforcement. Prior to being elected, he was the East Central Michigan Regional Coordinator for the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency.
Representative Wentworth has been married for thirteen years, he and his wife
live in Clare with their three daughters and attend Brown Corners Church.

Service After the Uniform
State Representative - Jewell Jones
A lifelong resident of the City of Inkster, Jewell Jones
made history when he was sworn in November 2015 as
the youngest person to ever sit on the City Council of
Inkster, Michigan. His effectiveness as a Councilman
blossomed into a successful, record-breaking campaign
during the summer of 2016. Jewell was selected the Democratic Nominee in the 11th State House District, and
he went on to win the General Election, becoming the
youngest State Representative in Michigan’s history. He is
21 years old and is a member of the House Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee.
Years ago, at John Glenn High School, Jewell participated in the Junior Reserved Officer Training Corps
(JROTC) program, which encouraged him to continue
his service as an U.S. Army Reserved Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Cadet. As a
member of the Wolverine Detachment, at the University of Michigan, he strives to
promote the program on campus, and in the community, as the Public Affairs Officer. When he’s not taking photos, videos, or capturing key moments, he acts as a
steward of the profession, teaching newer Cadets what he’s learned over the years.
At the same time, Jewell also serves the State of Michigan, not only in the Legislature, but also in the National Guard. He drills with the 210th Military Police Battalion out of Taylor Armory. Jewell began his time there working with the Battalion S1,
focusing on personnel management. Currently, he works alongside the Battalion S2,
where intelligence collection and security have become his skills. He has deployed as
a Military Intelligence Officer to Romania.
Jewell is also a Senior Deacon at his church. He is a senior, pursuing a Political
Science and Business Studies degree at the University of Michigan-Dearborn and
will graduate this spring and be commissioned an Army Officer.
Knowing that there is a lot of work to be done, Jewell plans on cultivating a team
of people focused on community and economic development, public safety, succession planning, sustainability and progress, and unity. Right now, he’s working on legislation regarding criminal justice reform, public education, sexual assault, campaign
and election reform, women’s and men’s rights, and public safety. Jewell remembers
who elected him to office, however, and aims to bring meaningful resources and
physical development back to the communities he serves.
Jewell is passionate, and committed, about engaging the youth in democratic
citizenship, cultural enrichment, and sustainable business development. He believes
it is time to get off the sidelines and get involved.
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TABS Collected for
Ronald McDonald House
Members collected over 50 Pounds
of Aluminum TABS from The American
Legion Charles Edwards Post #14 in Troy
Michigan. The proceeds from these TABS
will benefit children at the Ronald McDonald House. The TABS program is an American Legion year-round program.
Dave “Pete” Dempsey, Clawson Sons
of the American Legion collects TABS
from various locations such as The Clawson Eagles, The Troy VFW and American
Legion Charles Edwards Post #14. It’s a
group effort when it comes to helping others.
The American Legion Commander
John “Gus” Gusway from Charles Edwards
Post #14 along with Dave “Pete” Dempsey is
making a difference They continue to support American Legion Programs helping
our veterans, communities and our active
military. We also, continue to accept retire
able American Flags. We prepare a Flag Retirement Ceremony on June 14 (Flag Day).
The public is welcome to attend.
Aluminum can TABS and Flags can
be dropped off between1pm – 6pm daily
at The American Legion Charles Edwards
Post #14 at 1340 W Maple Road, Troy, MI
48084 / Post # (248) 362-2077.

(Photo: left to right):
Dave “Pete”
Dempsey, Sons of American Legion and
John “Gus” Gusway, American Legion
Commander (Dual Member of Legion and
SAL) Photo by: Alice Jackson

4th Zone Report

Greetings to the 9th, 10th and
19th Districts in the 4th Zone. Hoping all of our Squadrons and their
members and families are doing well.
In my last article I spoke about
trying to increase our membership
numbers. Also, members were getting the 2017 dues money into the
Detachment. We are getting into
the month of April and along with
“Spring Showers”, should also be that
100% goal for Squadron membership. Please, Squadron Commanders, and squadron Adjutants, send
in your member’s dues monies. For
those who have not yet paid you dues,
then please do so. Your contribution
to the “Sons” is important. Your
membership and your participation
in your squadron is a reward with in
itself. Remember, “We the Sons” are
here to help those who have proudly
serve and sacrificed, in their service
to our country. “We as Sons”, are respected by our veterans, and for what
we’re doing to help them. We are also
respected “for our” help in the communities in which we live. We are respected for aiding in the detachment
programs, for which we support.
We belong to a very proud Family, but we do need for our younger
members and members in general to try to become more active in
their Squadrons. There is much that
needs to be done and all of our members help is needed to better support
our “veterans” and our programs.

Please, Commanders, do not forget,
to thank our current members for
renewing their membership and to
encourage their continued support.
As mentioned in my last newsletter, I am also the Chairman for the
“Make a Wish” program. The “Sons”
leadership supports this wonderful
foundation. A foundation, as said
before, that is trying to bring a ray
of sunshine into a child’s life. That
same child’s health that may be compromised, due to many reasons. The
“Sons” support many programs in
our wonderful state and we understand that it is sometimes hard as
to which ones to lend that supports
to. So, I ask you to consider “Make
a Wish”. Please give “Make a Wish”
a chance, they and those they help,
will be very grateful. Thank You.
Our S.A.L. Convention is coming
up on June 2 – 4, 2017. It is going
to be held at Post #568, located in
Stevensville, MI 49127. The phone
number to the post is (269) 4297101. I hope all of our 4th Zone
deglates can attend. See you there!
If anyone has any questions or needs assistance, please
feel free to call, or e-mail me.
Sincerely,
John P. Brown
4th Zone Commander
“Make a Wish, Chairman”
(734) 634-7733
E-mail: johnbrwn421@aol.com

The Legion Family attends the State Oratorical Contest. From L to R: John Bradford, Oratorical Chairman, SAL Commander Carvin Chapman, Aux. Junior President Sabrina Townes, State
President Ellen Jackson, and State Commander Larry Money.
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3rd District

Lisa Bartlett,
3rd District President
As I traveled around the Third
District this past year, I had the honor of witnessing firsthand or hearing
about our great members serving
their communities, veterans and
Auxiliary programs. I witnessed a
member bring in a sleeping mat for
the homeless; these instructions
were passed out at fall conference
a couple of years ago. It was nice to
see the information was still being
passed around and put into good
use.
I was in attendance at the Coldwater Unit meeting when Donna
Sharpe came in and shared her
“Quilts for Heroes.” This lady donates 75-100 quilts a year to injured
veterans that are coming home.
They were very nice! I posted a picture of them on my Facebook page
as well as on our Post Facebook
page, “American Legion Family
Post 48.”
On Veterans Day, my father
(past Commander Carl Bartlett)
and I were invited to attend a Veterans Day Ceremony at Fort Custer
National Cemetery. We were both

very impressed. Dad (being an Air
Force man) loved the fly over. After
the ceremony, we were invited to
Post 298 for luncheon; the food was
great and the company even better.
Dad and I loved talking to veterans
from other areas.
In the coming month, I will be
visiting five more units and hearing
about all the wonderful things they
are doing as well. I look forward to
reading about each unit’s activities
as they turn in their annual report.
As I travel the Third District, I
find the foundation of our units are
strong. Some of the organizations
are showing some cracks, some
are old and tired and in need of an
update. We need to encourage our
younger members to help, not hold
an office — just bring a dish, help at
an event, set up a Facebook page
(or other social media) for the unit
and help with the updates. The
younger members are all about
technology! Let them help us update our units. It will be the job of
the upcoming officers to get these
younger members on board. They
can be instrumental in repairing our
cracks and updating our units

National Security

Bobbi Jean Yates
National Security Committee
Member
There are many parts to National Security. Units can choose one
or two things to work on. By choosing one or two it will make it easier
to complete. Sometimes we take
on more than we need to and this
way we can put all of our efforts into
the one or two topics.
Some examples of things to
choose are the Blood Donor Program, The Disaster Relief through
the Red Cross, Law and Order,
Crime Prevention and Fire Protection and Prevention. These are just
a few that Units can pick from. If you

have participated in any of these
please, we hope you recorded them
on the annual reports.
The above options and many
others start with the “Constitution of
the United States”, “to provide for
the common defense”. There are
many basic truths to the “Constitution”, one being a strong national defense and the other a strong
national economy. The truth is that
adequate defense is everybody’s
business.
The last truth is don’t forget to
help our Veterans and their families. It’s the little things that count.
Always remember that our freedom
is not free.

Membership

Julie Becker
U.P.P.A Membership Chairman

Every member in the American
Legion Ladies Auxiliary are valued.
It is up to us to let each other know
this. By doing this our members will
want to renew their membership. In
turn, that member may tell another
resulting in a rejoin or recruit member. Make your Unit meetings productive and enjoyable. Keep vulgar
language and “gossip” out. Negativity in our meetings will spill out into
our community effecting the Amer-

ican Legion Ladies Auxiliary brand
and our membership as well. Who
would want to be a part of an organization that “gossips” about their
own members? NOT ME!
Again, it is up to each one of us
to respect and value one another,
and not just in meetings either. By
doing this we will be able to Retain,
Renew, and Recruit members. We
are all privileged to be a part of the
Greatest Ladies organization in our
Nation. Remember: Do unto others
as you would have others do unto
you.

Washington DC Conference
Meeting Report

Sue Verville NEC 2016-2017

The mid-year meeting of the
National Executive Committee
was held in Washington DC on
February 25-28, 2017. Our opening executive meeting was held on
Saturday night where our National
President Mary Davis talked about
her special project the American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship
Funds. This fund is committed to
helping students pursue their goal
of a college degree. Updates on
policies and membership were
discussed along with the audit and
finance reports.
On Sunday, Linda Boone talked about the American Legion
Auxiliary Foundation. The foundation has its own website with
lots of info about ways to give and
ways to receive grants you may
be eligible for. Amazon Smile will
now generate a 0.5% donation to
American Legion Auxiliary Foundation whenever you shop on Amazon through Amazon Smile. Other reports given by the chairman
were VA&R, Membership, Poppy,
Juniors and Legislative. Also on
Sunday was the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Tour for all the members
to attend and watch as National
President Mary placed a wreath at

the memorial.
On Monday, we had several speakers like Tim Eernisse
on What’s Your Why, Engaging
America’s Women Veterans by
Meg O’Grady, Letters Home Film
Update & Holocaust Documentary Project by Bob Massie, Caring
for Our Caregivers by Jane Meier Hamilton, Working together to
Honor and Serve Veteran Families by Carol Harlow and the ALA
Academy: ALA101 by Dubbie.
The highlight was the presentation of the Public Spirit Award by
National President Mary to Bob
Woodruff Foundation. The foundation was founded after Bob was hit
by a roadside bomb while covering the war in Iraq for ABC “World
News Tonight”. The foundation
helps people stand up for heroes
and meet the emerging and longterm needs of today’s Veterans.
Anne Marie Dougherty Executive
Director accepted the award on
behalf of the Foundation.
Members also gathered to
help support the legislative agenda of The American Legion and by
advocating for Veterans with their
representatives on the hill. Only by
standing together as the Legion
Family will we make a difference
for all our Veterans.

Education Program

Susan Svacha
Education Chairman
What is this program, and why
do we have it?
The Education Program promotes the American Legion Auxiliary’s role in providing quality education for children and adults through
classroom activities, literacy programs, scholarship promotion and
support of education beyond high
school, especially for military children.
What Can You Do?
1.
Enhance respect for the
sacrifices of our military heroes
among schoolchildren by scheduling Veterans in Community Schools
programs at local schools. See enclosed how to sheet.
(Note: This program was previously called Veterans in the Classroom.)
Ideas:
Member
• Locate a veteran willing to share
his/her experience with school

children. Attend a post meeting
or ask around the clubroom for
a volunteer.
• Contact your local schoolteachers or principals to see if they
would be interested in hosting a
Veterans in Community Schools
event.
• Volunteer to provide transportation to and from the school for
the veteran speaking in community schools.
• Wear your American Legion
Auxiliary apparel when you visit
schools.

Unit
• Collaborate with your local
American Legion post to present
Veterans in CommunitySchools
within your local schools.
• Promote your Veterans in Community Schools event through
local media and on your own
social media accounts.
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Lisa Bartlett, 3rd District President

Sleeping Mat for Homeless

At one of the fall conferences a sheet of instructions were handed out on how to make a sleeping mat out of plastic bags, this information was passed out to unit members, who in turned passed it out to some of the ladies who crochet in the area. Marie Willadson decided
this was an interesting project and crocheted this sleeping mat. It took her 3 months and over 700 bags. She made the handle extra-long
so it can be used as a pillow.
Unit 48 is now collecting bags for her at the post.

Marie Willadson, Unit 48 President Clara Webb,
& Past President Ginny Balgoyen.
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Wilwin on the Move

Bill Hafeman, PDC, Director,
Wilwin at Cygnet Cove
Approvals by the Board of Directors recently resulted in bringing more real improvements and more functionality to the Wilwin facility in 2017.
The Board approved funding of four new handicapped veteran’s cabins to be located at the area tentatively designated “Veteran’s Village.” This area is located
on the east side of the lake, approximately ¼ mile from
the main buildings. The cabins will have full baths and
a small kitchen rather than the fully rustic cabins previously planned. Included will be a central recreational
hall to house the pool table, shuffle board and other recreational equipment that has been accumulated by Wilwin but currently has no home.
The septic system at the “Village” should be completed before April 1st. Electrical lines, a well, and improvements to the road leading to the “Village” will be acted
on this spring as soon as weather permits. Eventually,
a trail to the lake from the “Village”, a dock, and a small
pavilion will be built at lakeside.
The Engineering Firm of Gosling Czubak Engineering Sciences, Inc. from Traverse City will be doing
a complete site plan, not only of the “Village” and future
expansion and usage of Wilwin’s 1200 acres. Once completed, the board will have a guide to follow for future
development with no regrets of past mistakes. The engineering firm will also provide the Wilwin Board with
ecological and environmental services to preserve the
natural beauty of the area.
Bids will be forthcoming on erecting a fence along
the eastern border of Wilwin, approximately one mile
long. Once the bids are in, reviewed, and approved,
work on the fence should start immediately afterwards.
The fence will replace the old fence in total disarray. This
area borders the Federal forest and is currently a major
attraction for hunters to trespass onto Wilwin property.
A fully handicapped entrance will be installed at the
end of the handicapped ramp to the main building. The
current entrance does not meet ADA standards. New
toilets will be installed in the main house to allow higher
seating.
A pole building extension to the main garage, which

is attached to the caretaker’s residence, was built last fall tion will be forthcoming as the date gets nearer.
and winter to accommodate the pontoon boat, tractor,
IT’S FUNDRAISING TIME AGAIN. Wilwin is in
camper trailer and other large equipment. The doors need of several gas operated golf carts and another fully
were not installed but will be done this spring along with functioning camper trailer as back up housing for vetinstalling a metal roof over the caretaker’s residence. The erans and volunteers. The current trailer is used fully
garage has a concrete floor and was utilized for much during the summer months. If you want to donate an
needed storage this past winter.
item or if you know someone who might be interestSince Wilwin is starting its 7th full year of operation ed in donating this type of property, Wilwin is a 501c3
in 2017 (2010, the first year consisted of maintenance,
non-profit corporation and a IRS form W-9 will be isrepair and cleanup), Wilwin has created a lot of history
with our veterans, and both locations have a substantial sued to the donor for full tax write off.
In addition, Wilwin is always in need of monies for
amount of physical history, the board felt that a history of
maintenance,
upkeep, and costs of taking care of our
Wilwin should be updated before too many documents
wounded
warriors;
reconnecting families, veteran volare lost or destroyed. Wanda Torres, Post 459, Grand
unteers,
and
other
veterans.
Everything comes at a cost
Rapids, has stepped up to the plate and volunteered to be
and
your
contributions,
as
in
the past, are greatly apprethe historian. The board felt that the history of Wilwin
would be of significant interest to future generation of ciated. Make checks payable to Wilwin at Cygnet Cove
Legionnaires and veterans.
and mail to Department Headquarters, 212 N. VerlinSaturday, August 5th has been designated Richard den, Lansing, MI 48915; Attn: Accounting.
Lynch Concert Day at Wilwin. Richard is a Nashville
WILWIN DONATION FORM
recording artist who recorded the song “Love TatEnclosed is a contribution for Wilwin to help them achieve their goals:
too,” with part of the royalty
Enclosed is $____________IN MEMORY OF/OR SPECIAL FUNDRAISER
proceeds going to Wilwin.
In the past, Richard has
_________________________________________________________
held his annual concerts for
veterans at Gould City, near
Credit Card #___________________________Expiration:_________
Engadine, in the U.P. ForSignature________________________________________________
mer Wilwin director, Lou
Oberle, introduced RichNAME___________________________________________________
ard to Wilwin and its misE-Mail (optional)__________________________________________
sion about 3 years ago. His
concerts are more or less
CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE______________________________________
jam sessions and usually include other Nashville talent.
TELEPHONE (______)_______________________________________
In addition, Richard Lynch,
POST/SQUADRON/UNIT_____________________________________
is a professional auctioneer,
Make check payable to Wilwin. Mail to The American Legion
and will be using his other
talents auctioning off excess
Department of Michigan, ATTN: Accounting, 212 N.Verlinden,
inventory at Wilwin to all
Lansing, MI 48915
in attendance. The auction
and concert will be open to
All donations will be acknowledged. Thank you.
the public. More informa-

The American Legion 100 Year Anniversary I-75 Rest-Area Sign Project
From the Ohio Border to Sault Ste. Marie, I-75 is named “The
American Legion Memorial Highway”. In celebration of The American
Legion’s 50th anniversary, large commemorative signs were paid for by
various American Legion entities, and placed in rest areas along the
route. Each sign identifies who sponsored it. The 50th Anniversary
signs have a large American Legion emblem on the top. The writing
below the emblem reads, “THE AMERICAN LEGION MEMORIAL
HIGHWAY. A Tribute to Fifty Years of Dedication to the Principles
of Justice, Freedom and Democracy. 1919-1969. Memorial sponsored
by The American Legion, Department of Michigan” (or other sponsoring Post or District). Some of the rest areas that were constructed
after 1969 do not have one of these commemorative signs. Thank you
to the many American Legions posts, districts and The Department of
Michigan for purchasing the 50th anniversary American Legion signs
in 1969.
We are Seeking Districts & Posts to sponsor a Rest Area Road Sign.
With the 100th anniversary of The American Legion quickly approaching, now is the time to begin obtaining sponsors to replace these

old signs with new ones to recognize the centennial year. The 100 Year
Anniversary Committee is asking any post or district to purchase a
sign. The cost for each sign is $2,000.00.
There are 20 Signs to be replaced
The new signs, which will be dark blue/black and gold with white
lettering, will show “100 years” and will have the information on the
sponsor engraved on it. The goal is to have a commemorative sign in
every rest area along I-75 in the state of Michigan.
Will your post or district sponsor a sign?
What is the commitment? Please consider purchasing a sign to
commemorate the 100 anniversary of The American Legion. The purchase price is $2000 per sign. Sign sponsorship will be a first come
first served basis. If the project cannot be completely funded through
sponsoring posts/districts and the department then the money will be
returned to the sponsor.
To sponsor a sign please contact Mark Sutton, the Public Relations
Director for the Department at 517-371-4720 ext 16 or email at mark@
michiganlegion.org.
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Dave & Buster’s Works to Make Things Right

Dave & Buster’s
and The American Legion are both proud
to be partnering in
efforts to support the
Legion’s
important
work in the community Based on recent
constructive conversations with Legion
leadership, Dave & Buster’s is reviewing its dress
code policies and working to educate its
team members about the Legion’s mission
and their programs.
Ed Forler, Vice President of Operations for
Dave & Buster’s, added, “We sincerely apologize
if our actions offended members of the American
Legion family , active military members, or veterans. Our Legion partners have provided valuable
feedback that will help us maintain a fun, inclusive environment in which everyone—especially
members of the military /veteran have a great ex-

perience.” D&B continues to be a strong supporter of the American Legion along with our veterans and military members.
Mark Sutton, Public Relations Director for
The American Legion, Department of Michigan
said, “Dave & Buster’s is addressing our concerns
with its dress code policies and has demonstrated respect for our members and our mission. We
look forward to working with them in the future.”
Background not seen in the press: VP of
Operations, Ed Forler, is a U.S. Marine Veteran
(he did not serve during a war time era) and is
a motorcycle rider. Upon reviewing the incident
on tape he immediately reached out to the SAL
member involved via Facebook and spoke to him
personally to apologize. He also flew to Michigan
from Dallas, Texas to meet with Post, District,
and Department officers to apologize and discuss
next steps which on correcting this problem and
working together in the future. Although social
media has tried to turn this into a anti veteran incident, the reality is far from that.

William W. Hilgris for
Department Sgt –At-Arms

American
Legion
Post
158 and The
6th
District
Association
proudly
endorse William
W. Hilgris for
Department
of
Michigan Sgt-At-Arms for 2017-2018.
Bill earned his eligibility in The
American Legion through his ser-

vice in the U.S. Army from 19651967. He has been a member of
The American Legion Post 158 for
42 years; has served as Sgt-atArms at the State, Post, District
and Zone levels.
He has a
member of other veteran organizations in his area and his county.
In 2008 Legionnaire Hilgris
was named Legionnaire of the
year for Post 158.
He has been married to his
wife Sue for 44 years.

Cap Contest Announced

Department is having
an Emblem Contest for the
front of Legion caps. Submit your idea(s) to Adjutant
Runyan at adj@michiganlegion.org. A Special Committee will be put together
to select a winner at Department Convention in June.

Does your Post have a
Junior Shooting Program?

One of the many great
programs of The American Legion is the junior
shooting program. A program to help teach gun
safety and marksmanship
fundamentals. It is a great
program for Posts to use to
help teach about all of the
other programs and opportunities The American Legion has to offer.
Let us know
The Department is seeking information from
Posts on their involvement with the junior shooting program. We are asking that Posts or Squadrons who promote and participate in a shooting
program please let us know. Or if your post or
squadron is interested in starting a shooting club
please let us know.
Contact Wayne Blank at (734) 241-9131 or
email blankws3@att.net and indicate whether you
have an existing club or are interested in forming
a shooting club for juniors.

New U.S. Department of the VADavid J. Shulkin
T h e
H o n orable
David J.
Shulkin
was nominated by
President
Trump to
serve as
the ninth
Secretary
of Veterans
Affairs (VA)
and was confirmed by the United States
Senate on February 13, 2017.
Prior to his confirmation as Secretary, Dr. Shulkin served as VA’s Under
Secretary for Health for 18 months,
leading the Nation’s largest integrated
health care system, with over 1,700 sites
of care serving nearly nine million Veterans.
Before he began his service with
VA, Dr. Shulkin held numerous chief
executive roles at Morristown Medical
Center, and the Atlantic Health System
Accountable Care Organization. He
also served as President and CEO of
Beth Israel Medical Center in New York
City.
Dr. Shulkin has held numerous
physician leadership roles including
Chief Medical Officer of the University

of Pennsylvania Health System, Temple University Hospital, and the Medical College of Pennsylvania Hospital.
He has also held academic positions
including Chairman of Medicine and
Vice Dean at Drexel University School
of Medicine. As an entrepreneur, Dr.
Shulkin founded and served as Chairman and CEO of DoctorQuality, one
of the first consumer-oriented sources
of information on quality and safety in
healthcare.
A board-certified internist, Dr.
Shulkin is also a fellow of the American College of Physicians. He received
his medical degree from the Medical
College of Pennsylvania, and he completed his internship at Yale University
School of Medicine and a residency and
fellowship in General Medicine at the
University of Pittsburgh Presbyterian
Medical Center. He also received advanced training in outcomes research
and economics as a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Clinical Scholar at the
University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Shulkin has been named as one
of the “50 Most Influential Physician
Executives in the Country” by Modern
Healthcare. He has also previously been
named among the “One Hundred Most
Influential People in American Healthcare.” He has been married to his wife,
Dr. Merle Bari, for 29 years. They are
the parents of two grown children.
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Highlights from Winter Meeting 2017

(FLINT) – The American Legion Department of Michigan held its annual Winter Meeting in Flint, Michigan this year. Our guests included National Leading Candidate Denise Rohan and National Sons of the American Legion Commander Jeff Frain from Arizona. Both shared
their experiences of their years in the organization.
Mike Gloebke, member of American Legion Post 396 in Garden City, presented a $2000.00 donation to Operation Comfort Warrior to
Department Commander Money. Post 396 hosted a charity hockey game between local first responders and the Michigan Warrior Hockey
team to raise the money.
Sons from Squadron 510 in Stockbridge, Brent Stowe, Lee Asquith, Al Dequolax III, and Martin Wise, presented a donation of $3000.00
to the National Child Welfare Fund to Commander Money. Each year the Squadron chooses a Legion Charity to donate from various dinner
and raffle fundraisers.
Reconnect Chairman Gary Tanner went to the Michigan Golf Show in Novi and received $1500 for the Michigan Returning and Wounded
Soldier fund from the Garland Lodge and Resort, who hosted a putting contest during the weekend golf show to raise money for veterans.
Lastly, American Legion Post 312 has a new post home. Last year American Legion Post 500 closed their doors and their charter was
turned in. Post 500 had a building they used, after some due diligence by district and department officers an opportunity presented itself and
American Legion Post 312 approached to see if they could use the existing building. They could. Post Revitalization Chairman Al Ford and
Membership Director Barry Wood presented Leeodeas Faulk, Post Commander of 312 and James Gaddis Post Vice Commander the deed to
the building.
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Around the State...

District 8th Commander Mitch Louth
present our “Post 100% Award” for
2017 at our February meeting. This is
the 3rd year in a roll that Blumfield
Post #229 received the 100% Award.
We could not do it without the tools
from MyLegion.org. L-R: Gary Dietrich,
Dan Hanson, Mitch Louth, Post Commander Ray Sylvester.

State Commander Larry Money presented Senator
Gary Peters and his wonderful legislative director
Zephranie Buetow with a Certificate of Appreciation for work done to support the Veterans in
Michigan.

4th Zone Commander Neal Horning and 9th District Commander Gary Walter presented the 100% plaque to Post #35 Commander Ray Howell and Adjutant Bill Seater
while First Vice Dan Kirkwood watches. The post is currently over 140% for the year
due to the efforts of Bill Seater’s work on bringing in the Post 225 members in our
area.

American Legion Post 145 in Norway, MI congratulates new Eagle Scout Sawyer Rietveld the son of
Mark and Aneta Rietveld. L-R (back row) Jeff White
Second Zone Commandeer Catherine Buckley presents Vietnam Veter- and Mark Rietveld, (front) Dawn Kranz, Eagle Scout
an Barb Becker member of American Legion Post #179 from Portland, Sawyer Rietveld, Aneta Rietveld, Denis Lynch (Post
MI her Vietnam War 50th Anniversary certificate and pin.
145 Adjutant), and Scoutmaster Dennis Neuens.

Mayville Post 181 Commander Richard
Barry Wood met with Rep. Justin Amash in Dotson presenting Lyle Fryers his 50 year
Washington D.C. to discuss Legion Legisla- award. Photos by Senior Vice-Commander Tony Coln.
tive Priorities.

11th District Commander Wayne Roy presents a
100% membership certificate and check to American Legion Post 115. L-R Wayne Roy, Post Chaplain
Raino Maki, Post Adj. Ed Gregson, and Post Sgt-at
Arms Dutch Solis.

Legion Family Leadership join the 2017 State Oratorical contestants on stage with Chairman Bradford at the Gerald R. Ford Museum. L to R: Junior President, Sabrina Townes,
State Commander Larry Carlton Money, SAL Commander Carvin Chapman, Aux. President Ellen Jackson, Contestants Devin Humphreys, Maria Fields, Seth Polfus, Claire
Kaczanowski, Lyndon DeFoe, and John Bradford Chairman

