THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION:

C-16-12

SUBMITTED BY:

Department of Michigan

SUBJECT:

Exempt VA Benefits and Services From Pay-Go Provision

WHEREAS,

The Budget Enforcement Act (BEA) significantly amended the laws pertaining to the
budget process by constraining direct spending through a Pay-As-You-Go (PAY-GO)
requirement for all legislation affecting the direct spending of all federal agencies
and departments; and

WHEREAS,

Under this statute, as an example, if Congress wishes to establish a new entitlement
or expand an existing program for veterans, it must find the money to fund such
change within existing budget limits; and

WHEREAS,

Wartime disabled veterans have earned the benefits and services they, their
dependents and survivors receive from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) as
a result of the injuries sustained during their period of wartime service; and

WHEREAS,

The benefits and services received by wartime-disabled veterans as a result of their
service-connected disabilities are an extension of the cost of war; and

WHEREAS,

This country has a moral obligation to continue to care for these citizen-soldiers who
have risen in defense and support of the ideals of this great nation and who have
returned to civilian life with service-connected disabilities; and

WHEREAS,

Since BEA PAY-GO requires Congress to fund new benefits or services within existing
spending limits this, in effect, requires one group of disabled veterans to give up
benefits or services, so that another group of wartime disabled veterans can receive
benefits or services to which they are entitled; and

WHEREAS,

The budget implications of PAY-GO are often a deterrent to favorable congressional
action on major changes in veterans legislation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,

By The American Legion, Department of Michigan, in annual Department
Convention, assembled in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan, June 24 – June 26, 2016, That
The American Legion support legislation to exempt the Department of Veterans
Affairs benefits and services provided to service-connected disabled veterans, their
dependents and survivors from the Pay-As-You-Go (PAY-GO) provision of the Budget
Enforcement Act.

