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Super Committee is a bust

Department of Michigan 2011 Ð 2012

Congress Fails America’s Defense

The “super-committee” deadline came and
went. As the dust settles the Defense Department
must now find $500 billion to cut from their budget over the next ten years. On top of the $300 billion they cut in the 2009 budget from over 50
new weapons programs. On top of the 2010
budget cuts of $101 billion over 5 years, from
more new weapons systems. They are also under
the constraint of $450 billion in discretionary caps
they face in the future budgets.
These cuts already include the not purchasing
new C-17 cargo planes, future F-22 fighter aircraft,
a new Marine Corps Expeditionary Fighting
Vehicle, new missile production and research, and
cancelling the purchase of 24 new Raptor Drones.
DID YOU PARTICIPATE IN THE PROCESS?

1st Place NALPA Publication Winner 2006 1st Place NALPA Website Winner 2008
2nd Place NALPA Publication Winner - 2007 & 2009 3rd Place NALPA Publication Winner - 2008

January/February 2012

The American Legion sent delegates to
Washington, D.C. to talk to the representatives, but
as we saw the committee has put politics over
National defense. The President has called for a
hand’s off stance on the VA, but how long will that
last?
America is facing a serious fiscal crisis’; our debt
is currently $14 trillion dollars and by the time you

read this may top $15 trillion. The future for our
children and grand children is being destroyed by
our lack of discipline.
As Legionnaires and American citizens we have
a obligation to keep in touch with our elected officials. Do you know who represents you? How they
voted? Will you allow them to blame the “supercommittee”? Last time I checked we sent 535
people to Washington, to come to an agreement
or to vote on the running of our government.
They decided to let 12 individuals do the impossible. Maybe we should take the salaries of the 523
away since it appears they don’t need to make
tough decisions.
Get involved it is an election year.

Joint Legion Family Testimonial

State Commander Richard I. Chatman
Auxiliary President Carrie Bowerman
Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville

Saturday, April 14, 2012 - Midland Michigan
Valley Plaza Resort
5121 Bay City Road
Midland, MI, 48642
5:00 p.m.
Tickets $40.00 per person
R.S.V.P. Carrie Bowerman
517.256.4080

Renew for 2012 now

DON’T LET THIS BE YOUR LAST LEGIONNAIRE!

December 31st, 2011 has passed; don’t let this
be your last Legionnaire. Don’t lose the benefits
you receive as a Legionnaire. The 2011 membership year has ended, renew now for 2012 if you

have not already done so, online or see your Post
Adjutant. Take advantage of the eye wear discounts, hotel discount, moving discounts and the
other benefits a Legion membership brings.

www.legion.org/renew
Have you enrolled in the VA
Health System?

Do you need to apply to
use the VA Health Care
System? A person who
served in the active military,
naval, or air service and who
was discharged or released
under conditions other than
dishonorable may qualify for VA Health
care benefits. Reservists and National
Guard members may also qualify, if they
were called to active duty (other than
training only).
Minimum duty is 24 months or the full

period of their enlistment
for veterans who enlisted
after September 7th, 1980,
or entered active duty after
Oct 16th, 1981.
To apply, complete a VA
form 10-10ez, Application
for VA Health Benefits.
Visit
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply to
download a form or apply online.
If you have trouble enrolling please
contact your Post service officer or
Department Service officer for assistance.
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Chaplain

Eddie W. Brown, State Chaplain
“HERE’S TO ANOTHER YEAR”

Another year is over. So, here’s to
another year and may it be a good
one! A lot of things happened in 2011,
both good and bad. I have heard a
number of people say that they are
glad 2011 is over. I guess what worries
me is that I don’t hear many say that
they think 2012 will be any better. We
need to have hope that better days are
yet to come. Let me share with you
some words from one of my favorite
chapters in the Bible. Romans 8:18-28
says, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with
the glory that will be revealed in
us…the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we ought to
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us…and he who searches
our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit…And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who

Legion and SAL Membership - 24 barb@michiganlegion.org

love him…” So, let us learn from the
bad things to be stronger. And, let us
praise God for the good things, including those yet to come.
We have lost many good comrades
and Legionnaires in the last year. But
life goes on and we have the memories
of their good deeds and friendship.
We have also made many new friends.
I am excited about how many more
friends we have out there that we
haven’t even met yet. So let’s get out
there and help Director Wallace with
the membership drives. Who knows,
you may be recruiting a future
National Commander but even better,
you might be making a new friend.
Okay, so I’m an optimist. Come join
me in the light because there are too
many negative people in the world.
They try to bring you down because
misery loves company. But I can’t be
that way because
again, “…our
present sufferings
are not worth
comparing with
the glory that will
be revealed in

us…”
There are many things to look forward to for all of us. As for me, I
cherish the time with my wife, my family, our son and now our granddaughter. I need to take care of myself
to be there for them. I need to work
to help provide for a better future for
them and to be a good example. You
see, I had a good example. Over the
holidays, my Dad’s 80th birthday was
on Thanksgiving. And, he shared it
with 4 generations. We also played golf
with my nephews. It was a blessing
and the thought that went through
my mind was that I hope Caroline
and I get to play with our great-grandchildren (but not too soon). Yes, there
are many things that money cannot
buy. So I will leave you with a blessing from Psalm 28:1-6 “Blessed are
all who fear the LORD, who walk in
obedience to him. You will eat the
fruit of your labor. Blessings and prosperity will be yours. … May you live to
see your children’s children.” God
Bless You All.

Chaplin Eddie

Programs, Boys State and Scholarships - 11 deanna@michiganlegion.org

Legion Finance - 17 denise@michiganlegion.org

Baseball, Website and History - 23 roxanne@michiganlegion.org
Veterans Service - 12 -

Wednesdays only

Public Relations - 16 mark@michiganlegion.org
Administration - 13 -

kim@michiganlegion.org

Do you have a photo you would like
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to
department attn: Mark Sutton
Please keep the photo at least 200 dpi or
larger. If you are submiting a hard copy
photo, please note photos printed from
home printers cannot be used, nor can
photos clipped from newspapers.
We look for photos showing Legion
caps in action whenever possible.
Interested in placing an ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact
Mark Sutton at: info@michiganlegion.org or by phone at 517-371-4720
ext 16.

STATE OFFICERS

State Commander . . . . . . Richard I. Chatman, Detroit

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyle C. Shanks, Dorr

1st Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeremy Bell

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eddie Brown, Southgate

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell

2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tate McLaughlin
3rd Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Striggow

4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Luxford

5th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bruntjens

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rex Lambert, Grand Rapids
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Ernest Berry, Woodhaven

Judge Advocate..Hon. James A. Callahan, Grosse Pointe
National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas G. Holzgen, Grandville

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John H. Skinner, Schoolcraft
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Hafeman, Carney
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian
Membership Director . . . . . . . . Jim Wallace, Pinckney
Public Relations Director. . . . . . . . Mark Sutton, Eaton
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Richard I. Chatman, State Commander

It is great to be a Michigan Legionnaire;

It’s great to be a Michigan Legionnaire

Richard I. Chatman, State Commander with Fang
Wong, National Commander

Set The Tone during this Election Year

Happy New Year Michigan
Legionnaires and Family. 2012 already,
time waits for no one. I sincerely hope
that everyone had a great Thanksgiving
and a peaceful, joyous Christmas. 2012
is going to be a very challenging year,
even more so now that the so called
“Super Committee” failed to do its job

in reaching an agreement to cut $1.2
trillion from the federal budget over the
next decade; and let’s not forget that
this is an election year where we will be
electing an entire house of representatives and one-third of the senate.
Let the spin doctors, negative ads and
talking heads on T.V. start their engines.
The blame game will be vociferous and
self-righteous; the bottom line is the overall performance for those in Washington
D.C. has been dismal.
I want our
Legionnaires to be engaged and part of
the process of elections 2012, not in a
partisan way but in a Legion way. Those
running for office must know that we
are for ensuring that our defense department is adequately funded in order to
defend our borders and global interests.
Veterans programs that provide assistance to our Veterans without homes,
employment to our Veterans without
jobs, VA health care to Veterans that
need it, rehabilitation for our wounded
warriors, and efficiency and accuracy
to the processing of disability claims,
must remain as a top priority of congress.
When those running for office hold town
hall meetings, legionnaires with their
blue caps on should be in the audience

showing concern for any changes or cuts
in education or children programs, letting them know that patriotism trumps
partisan politics any day, and that since
1919, The American Legion has advocated for what’s good for the community, state and nation and they should do
the same.
Let our voices be heard

As Legionnaires we are close to 80,000
strong with the reputation and prestige
deserving of a first class organization.
We have earned the public’s respect for
what we do through our posts and the
volunteerism of our members. We can
only be effective if ALL of us contact our
representatives.

GET OUT THE VOTE

Since the 1920, American Legion
National Convention in Cleveland, the
organization urged ALL Legionnaires
to register to vote. Since then, the organization has passed countless similar resolutions advocating Legionnaires to not
only exercise their constitutional responsibility to vote, but to also encourage

others to do the same. I want to encourage all Michigan Legionnaires to register and vote in all elections. In addition,
Legionnaires, posts, districts and departments are encouraged to fully involve
themselves in the electoral process by
serving as poll volunteers, poll workers
and by encouraging and assisting others
to register and vote. Information about
how to run a successful "Get Out the
Vote" campaign is available through The
American Legion's Americanism
Division.
Michigan Legionnaires let’s“Set The
Tone for elections 2012”. Let the public
know how important a right and privilege it is to vote and the role veterans
have played in securing that right. Let
the politicians know that we are watching, observing and listening to what they
have to say in order to get our vote.
The Department of Michigan and the
legislative committee will be counting
on you to have our backs when we interact with our current legislators and those
who want to be elected. I hope to see
you at the legislative reception in Lansing
on February 8, 2012 and in Flint @ the
Winter Conference February 17 – 19,
2012.

Patrick W. Lafferty, State Adjutant

Giving from the heart

I am always
amazed by the generosity and passion
exhibited by our
American Legion
Family toward
their fellow veterans and families.
It’s the holiday seabut
Patrick W. Lafferty son
State Adjutant
Legionnaires don’t
just show concern
for their communities and its citizens during the holiday. They show
it all year long.
As you know, the department has
several programs to provide financial
assistance to needy veterans and
their families throughout the year.
These programs are: Heroes to

It’s Who We Are!!

Hometowns (funds to help severally
injured veterans of OIF/OEF),
Wounded Warriors, Patriot Fund,
and the Veterans Affairs Welfare
Fund. These funds have been established to assist veterans and their
families during temporary financial
emergencies. These funds don’t just
appear, they are made possible
because of the generosity of the
American Legion Family to assist
their fellow man.
Each year thousands of dollars are
awarded to veterans who have experienced some sort of financial assistance and cannot qualify for any
assistance through local community
agencies. Each claim for assistance
is investigated for accuracy and need;
not all claims are approved. These

funds are donated by hard working
Michigan Legionnaires and it is the
responsibility of the Department
Headquarters to confirm the request
is justified and necessary.
Each program has guidelines to
receive assistance but many times
it’s based on the availability of funds.
Some examples are food, shelter,
medical needs, etc. Funds are not
restricted to members but you must
be a honorably discharged veteran to
apply. I would encourage veterans
who are seeking assistance to contact
their local American Legion Post
and ask to speak to the Post Service
Officer.
As we all know, it has been a
tough year on the Michigan economy so the amounts of requests has

been high and the donations have
been limited. If you would like to
donate to our Department Financial
Assistance Programs, please visit our
Department website at www.michiganlegion.org and click the red
square “Your Michigan American
Legion Endowment Fund Options”.
It feels good to give and our Legion
Family makes a difference every day.
Also on our National website,
www.legion.org, check out “Legion
Town” under community service.
What a great way to promote the
American Legion by telling the story
of your local Post and how the Post
is making your community a greater
place to live. Tell the American
Legion story – it is about 90+ years
of veterans serving veterans.

Membership
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VETERANS HELPING
VETERANS
by Jim Wallace,
Membership
Chairman

HAPPY NEW
YEAR GREETINGS
to all Michigan
Legionnaire’s and their families for
2012. I hope you had a very delightful, enjoyable and restful holiday season.
Everyone has worked very hard on
membership since July 1, 2011. I
congratulate and commend you for
your effort toward our goal of getting
100% membership this year. Please,
keep up the good work and if you
have already reached your 100%
goal, again congratulations and don’t
stop there. We still have thousands of
veterans in Michigan that are not
members of the largest veteran’s
organization in the United States of
America. Get to them and “JUST
ASK”.
If you are having trouble getting
your post membership team back to
work, just remind them that there is
still an incentive available to them. If
you did not achieve your 100% goal
prior to 12-31-11, and receive your $2
per member post reward, you still
have an opportunity to receive $0.50
(50 cents) per member by obtaining
100% post membership prior to
3/15/12. Keep in mind our
G.O.A.L.

them the ability to reap the many
advantages available to them from
their service to our country.
The membership of the Department of Michigan, American Legion
is a vital commodity to our success
and longevity. If we as members do
not get new members to replace those
that have passed on to the post everlasting, those that have moved from
our area, or those that have left for
other various reasons, we will eventually reduce our numbers to just a
fraction of what we are today. We
will lose our vital programs and aides
to the veterans and their families.
For example, we could lose Boy’s
State, Student Trooper, Baseball,
Heroes to Hometown, scholarships
for students just to name a few. We
must make sure that we renew current members each year, and it is also
vital to reenlist those that have left our
posts or cannot afford the dues due to
a hardship. If we as veterans do not
help our own, who is going to? What
we have to keep in our minds foremost is that we are “Veterans helping
Veterans.”
Again, THANK YOU for all your
hard work for the American Legion
and I am looking forward to seeing
and talking to you at the Winter
Meeting in Flint, February 17-19,
2012.
From one Veteran to another, serving veterans, their families and the
community.

District Meetings

1st District
Spring 3/5/12 -7PM Joe Louis Post #375
Summer 6/4/12 - 7PM Fred Beaudry
Post #126
2nd District
January 8th 2011 William B. Lutz Post
#322 (Saline)
March 18th 2012 Post 29 Jackson
May 20th 2012* Te c u m s e h - U n d e r
wood-Orr Post #34 (Tecumseh)
SAL meets at 12:00 pm, Service Officer Training
at 1:00 pm, Legion meets at 2 pm
*Memorial Service starts at 12:30
3rd District
Executive Board Meeting at 11:00 A.M.
Luncheon at 12:00 P.M.
Regular Post and Auxiliary Meetings at 1 P.M.
January 8, 2012- Hillsdale Post No. 53
March 4, 2012- Reading Post No. 360
May 6, 2012- Battle Creek Post 298

4th District
January 8th, 2012 Stevenson Post 568
March 4th, 2012 Constantine Post 223
May 16th, 2012 Baroda Post 345
Meetings start at 1pm (check minutes for service officer training)
January 8, 2012 Howell Post 141
March 11, 2012 Pinckney Post 419
May 6, 2012
Davison Post 267

7th District
January 8th, 2012 Unionville #421 2pm
March 11th, 2012 Port Huron #8 2pm
May 20th, 2012 Port Huron #8 2pm
June 2012
Summer Convention
8th District
January 8th, 2012 Belding Post 203
March 4th, 2012 Hubbarston Post 182
May 6th, 2012
Owosso Post 57

District 9th
March 10, 2012 Manistee Post 10
Croton Post 381
May 12, 2012
Schedule remains: Executive Committee Meeting
at Noon; Service Officer info at 12:30 p.m.;
Lunch 1:00 p.m.; General Membership Meeting
at 2:00 p.m.
District 10
January 7, 2012 Oscoda
March 3, 2012 Mikado Post 254 1 pm
(Lunch at 12 noon)
May 6, 2012 Linwood (Mem. Meeting)
June 2, 2012
TBA

We are an organization of veterans serving veterans and their families to the best of our ability. We
need to keep that in mind all the
time. We need to get out into the
community and make them aware
of our Legion programs and benefits.
While doing so, we make contact
with veterans and give them the
opportunity of becoming members of
the American Legion. This will give

District 11 & 12
Jan. 20 & 21, 2012 Gladstone Post #71
June 8 & 9, 2012 White Pine Post #462

District 16
Meeting starts at 7:30pm
* Denotes Service Officer School 6:30PM
** Memorial Service 6:30PM
January 10, 2012 Stitt Post 232 313-2749177
February 14, 2012*Fort Dearborn Post
364 313-562-9090
March 13, 2012 *Southgate Post 478
734-946-5398
April 10, 2012 *Allen Park Post 409
May 8, 2012 Lincoln Park Post 67 Dual
313-388-2088 ** Memorial Service &
Elections
June 12, 2012 * Garden City 396 313381-2245
District 17
Meetings start at 7pm
January 18 , 2012 Meeting at Plymouth
Post 391, Hosted by Post 391
Knights of Columbus Hall
150 Fair St, Plymouth, MI.
February 15, 2012Meeting at Northville
Post 147, Hosted by Post 147
100 W. Dunlap, Northville, MI.
March 21, 2012 Meeting at Livonia Post
32 Hosted by 32
9318 Newburgh Road, Livonia MI.
April 18, 2012
Meeting at
Rosedale Park Post 390, Hosted by 390
Knights of Columbus Hall
19801 Farmington Rd, Livonia, MI.
May 16, 2012
Memorial
Service at 6:30PM, Livonia
Meeting at Post 32 Hosted by 32-Election
9318 Newburgh Road, Livonia, Mi.
June 6 Meeting at Livonia Post 32 Pre
Convention 9318 Newburgh Road,
Livonia, Mi.
District 18
January 8th, 2012 Farmington Post 346
March 11th, 2012 Oxford Post 108
May 6th, 2012 Chief Pontiac Post 377
Memorial Service at 1 p.m. Election of
Officers 2 p.m.
June 10, 2012 Clarkston Post 63
District 19
March 11, 2012 12 pm Harbor Springs
Post
May 2012TBA

Membership Eligibility Dates

US Army, Navy Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard,
Merchant Marine Service from December 7, 1941 - August 15, 1945
Persian Gulf - August 2, 1990 - Cessation of hostilities, as determined
by US Govenment
Panama ..................................... December 20, 1989 - January 31, 1990
Grenada/Lebanon ................................ August 24, 1982 - July 31, 1984
Vietnam War ...................................... February 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975
Korean War ........................................ June 25, 1950 - January 31, 1955
World War II .......................... December 7, 1941 - December 31, 1946
World War I .................................... April 6, 1917 - November 11, 1918
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From the Desk of the President

2011 - 2012 Department President, Carrie Bowerman

This Year Has Been Fun and Fulfilling
I hope you all had
a good holiday; I had
the privilege of going
to most of the Gift
Shops at the different
hospitals and helping
them out for a day.
The enthusiasm and
holiday spirit was evident at each of
them. Thank you to all the Units and
posts and the Legion family for making
this program a success this year. It is with
all of your help that the Veterans at these
facilities have a good holiday.
As I make my way around the State visiting districts and posts, I have seen and
heard about the good things at each that
you are doing. Your Commander
Chatman and Detachment Commander
Verville, and your Honorary Junior
President Chelsea have been great to
visit the area with. If it is a tour or a function that we get to go to together it is evident that the Family is supporting all of

us. It has been great fun so far, and I look
to the rest of the year to be just as fun.
I had the pleasure of presenting a new
charter to Unit 478 in Southgate. It is
fun to see new units and posts get started, everything is new and exciting to
them. Being with them made me think
back to the time when I joined and how
being a member of the Auxiliary made me
feel. That is how I hope you all are feeling this year. I hope you are all revitalized
and have a positive attitude about being
a member of your unit.
January is a time for getting your dues
in, you don’t want to start out the year as
being delinquent. Let’s work together to
get our Units at goal this year. It starts by
paying your dues, and then by asking
your friend to pay hers. Pull out your
auxiliary card if the year isn’t 2012 you
need to send in your dues, if you don’t
have a bill, just send a check with your
name to your unit membership person
and they will get it paid for you. Each per-

son that pays gets you that much closer
to 100%. Please help me with this issue.
Without members we cannot accomplish our programs. Without our programs the community suffers and our
Veterans suffer, and we don’t want that to
happen. With the New Year here, why not
make it your New Years resolution to be
a goal unit, with all of you working
together I know this can happen.
The Mid-Winter Meeting is coming up
fast; I hope that you all make an effort to
attend. We will be having an E-Board
meeting, and a few programs that will be
touching on changes that have happened
after Fall Conference. The Americanism
Committee is having a program and a
luncheon where they will be giving out
awards for some Americanism winners.
Have you entered anyone for these
awards? Americanism awards are for
everyone to try for, please read the rules
in the guide and send in an entry, this can
apply to anyone in your community. You

will be contacted if you have a winner so
they can attend the luncheon.
Also we will be having a few other programs that will be of interest, Constitution
and Bylaws are going to be giving us the
correct way to send in a resolution, so
that we don’t get it thrown out on a technicality also they will touch a bit on
the ins and outs of writing your
Constitution and Bylaws. Girls State will
be having its raffle; this is an annual
fundraiser for the Girls State program.
We will be having the National candidate’s basket raffle, and more fun things
to come.
Ladies get your reservations in early,
so that we will know how many to plan.
A successful meeting is a lot in the planning, and without knowing how many
are coming we cannot plan effectively. I
look forward to another successful meeting.
Hope to see you all there. God bless,
Carrie

Bonnie Olson, Secretary-Treasurer

Commitment and Responsibility

“There is nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer.”
Service. That‘s why we are all
here. Our mission is “to support
The American Legion and honor
the sacrifice of those who serve by
enhancing the lives of veterans, military, and their
families, both at home and abroad.”
But service also entails commitment and responsibility. This article covers some aspects of commitment
and responsibility as they pertain to the Department of
Michigan and how it functions.
DUES: At the 2011 National Convention held in
August, an increase of $4.00 in the National dues was
approved. It will be effective for the 2013 renewals.
Therefore, with each member who pays their dues
beginning July 1, 2012, the unit will pay to the department $9.00 for the National portion of the dues and
$6.00 for the Department portion of the dues, for a total
of $15.00 per member. Dues are a responsibility of service, in any volunteer group. Make sure your unit evaluates their own dues, bearing in the mind the impending increase, prior to returning the 2013 Unit Data Form
to department, which is in the January Unit Mailing. If
you decide to increase your unit dues, you must change
your standing rules and send that change to the
Department (three copies).
CONTINUOUS YEARS: Renewing your membership
is a commitment to your service. National purchased
a totally different membership program than has been

used in previous years. The old system gave an individual a year at the time of joining. The new system is
based on actual timed served, and cannot give a year
until a year has passed. This change has caused a
nationwide uproar. So, the dues cards in future years
will not show continuous years, it will say “Member
since ….” whatever year you joined. In the end, it’s still
the same amount of time of service.
MEMBERSHIP GOAL: Part of the fun, and excitement
in belonging to a group is to have goals…those things
which we aspire to for excellence. The Department of
Michigan 2012 National goal is 30,203 members. This
is where commitment and responsibility both come into
play. The members need to feel a commitment, and a
responsibility to pay the unit dues. If a member’s dues
are paid AFTER January 31, 2012, national tags that
member as being a “former” member. It’s another
way of saying you’re delinquent. To fix that status, all
you have to do is pay the dues owed. If you owe for
Department Commander Richard Chatman and Department
more than one year, you become an “expired” memCarrie Bowerman enjoying the camaraderie at the Grand
President
ber. To fix that status, you must be rejoined, and the unit
Rapids VA Christmas Gift Shop.
has the right, if they choose, to make you re-apply.
National will pay out the
2012 dues FIRST, then pay AUXILIARY HEADQUARTERS DIRECTORY 517-267-8809
out the delinquent years.
Help us reach our Auxiliary Administration - 21 - info@michalaux.org
goal…take on the commit- Auxiliary Membership/Girls State - 19 - svandlen@michalaux.org
ment and the responsibility. Auxiliary Poppies/Scholarships/Bookkeeping - 22 - lknott@michalaux.org
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Mary Anne Yuncker Endorsed for 2012-13 President
At a regularly convened
meeting of the
American
Legion Auxililary Fifth District Association
of the Department of Michigan, held on August 9,
2011, Mary Anne (Mrs. William)
Yuncker was endorsed for the office
of Department President for the
Department of the State of Michigan
for the 2012-2013 year.
Mary is eligible for membership
by the service of her father, Adrian
Penninga, who served in the Army

Air Corps during World War II, and
also by the service of her husband,
William T. Yuncker, who served in
the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam
Era. She has been a member of the
Auxiliary for 19 years.
At the Unit level, Mary has served
in every office and most committees, sometimes several times over.
She was President of Unit #267 for
three years. At the District level, she
filled each office and many committees there as well. She was
District President for the 6th District
in 2002-2003. After moving to the
5th district in 2004, she served as
Secretary and Parliamentarian for

Sandra Snyder Endorsed
as 1st Vice President
At a regularly
scheduled meeting of the Myron
H. Beals, Unit
#32, of the American
Legion
Auxiliary, held October 5, 2011 and the
Seventeenth District Association held
October 19, 2011 Mrs. Carl E. Snyder,
Sandra Jean, was endorsed for the office
of First Vice President of the American
Legion Auxiliary, Department of
Michigan, for 2012-2013. Sandy is eligible through the service of her late
husband, Carl E. Snyder, a US Army
veteran who served during the Vietnam
era.
Sandy is a twenty-eight year member
of the American Legion Auxiliary having
originally joined the Redford Unit #271
where she served as President and all
chairmanships before transferring to the
Myron H. Beals Unit #32. She has
served her Unit as President, First Vice
President, and Second Vice President
and in many chairmanships. She served
as the National Legion chairman for the
Department of Michigan family luncheon for our National guests in 2009.
In the Seventeenth District, Sandy has
served as District President for 5 terms.
She also served her District as First Vice
President, Second Vice President,

Historian and Chaplain and has served
many chairmanships in her District.
Sandy has held the office of Chaplain
and now holds the office of Second
Vice President for the year of 20112012.
On the Department level, Sandy has
served as Eastern Area Membership
Chairman, Department Membership
Chairman, Children and Youth
Chairman, 2 years and one year as a
committee member, Junior Activities
committee member 2 years, Leadership
committee 1 year, Publication committee 1 year, Finance committee three
years. She is currently serving the
Department as National Security
Chairman.
She is a member of Salon 224 of the
8 and 40 having served the
Departemental as Chapeau in 20082009.
She has four children, ten grandchildren and one great grandson, all members of the Legion family.
She is an active member of St.
Matthews Lutheran Church for over thirty-nine years.
She is retired from AM General
Corporation where she was employed
for thirty-two years. She was an accountant having served the Company as the
accountant for military contracts.
Pictured left to right: Lisa Bartlett,
Past President Unit 48; Commander
Richard Chatman, President Carrie
Bowerman, Commander Duane
Miller, Post #48, presenting a check
to department from the Battle of
the Bartenders which was during
the Michigan State/Michigan football
game. The proceeds of $1400.00
was split up for $1,000.00 to the
Michigan Creative Arts Festival fund
and $400.00 to the Battle Creek VA
new bingo board.

Unit #287, and Music Chairman
and Executive Board member for
the District. At Department level,
Mary has served on several committees. She was Leadership
Chairman in 2005-2006, bringing
home the National President’s Award
for Michigan. Since that time, she
has served as Department Historian
for the 2009-2010 year and National
Security Chairman and Second Vice
President for the State of Michigan
during the 2010-2011 year. She is
currently serving as Legislative
Chairman and First Vice President.
Mary Anne is an active partner of
the 8&40. She is Demi Chapeau

Passe of Genesee County Salon
#230 and presently Demi Chapeau
Premier of Cedar Rock Salon #862.
She also serves as the Music
Chairman Departmental de
Michigan.
It is with great pleasure and pride
that we endorse Mary Anne for this
position. We feel she is well qualified, having a good knowledge of
our Auxiliary, and the leadership
skills to lead and exemplify what
our Auxiliary stands for. Please consider our endorsement and place
Mary Anne’s name up for nomination for Department President for
the year 2012-2013.

Nancy Knox Endorsed as
Second Vice President
At a regularly
scheduled meeting of the Victor I.
Reck Unit 351 of
The American
Legion Auxiliary,
Department of
Michigan held on July 11th, 2011 and the
Seventh District Association of The
American Legion Auxiliary Department of
Michigan held on August 7, 0211, Nancy
(Mrs. John) Knox was endorsed for the
office of Department 2nd Vice President
for the 2012-2013 year.
Nancy became a member of the
Auxiliary in 1971, through the eligibility
of her husband John who served in the
United States Air Force during the Vietnam
War. John is a Past State Commander for
the Department of Michigan. Nancy and
John have two daughters, and one son and
four granddaughters and one grandson, all
whom are members of the Legion family. Her mother and mother-in-law are
also members of the American Legion
Auxiliary. Both father and father-in-law
were World War II veterans. Nancy has
worked for eighteen years as a school
bus driver for the Utica School system;
also she has been the Union Secretary for
thirteen years. John and Nancy are members of the Trinity Lutheran Church in
Utica.

In the Unit, Nancy has held numerous
offices and chairmanship. She held the
office of Secretary, Treasurer, Second Vice
and First Vice President, and in 1988,
1992, 2003 and 2005 served as President.
She also has been the membership chairman for the last twelve years.
At the District level, Nancy has served
as Chaplain, Historian, Second Vice and
First Vice President, and District President,
in 2005. Nancy has served on many committees and chairmanships including the
Distinguished Guest Chairman.
Nancy has served the Department as
a member of Girls State, VA&R, Past
Presidents Parley, Children & Youth,
Revitalization,
and Americanism
Committees. She has served as chairman
of the Credential Committee, Eastern Area
Membership and Membership Chairman
for Department President Judy Lynch. She
has also worked for the last nine years during the Girls State Session. She served as
Department Historian for the 2010-2011
year and is currently serving the
Department of Michigan as the Chaplain.
We, the members of the Seventh District
Association, American Legion Auxiliary,
Department of Michigan, feel that Nancy
is well qualified to serve and ask for your
consideration for Nancy to serve as your
Department 2nd Vice President for the
year 2012-2013.
Left to right: Christopher Nowak, VA National
Sports Programs and Special Events Director;
Claudia Barber-Martin Unit #32, participant in
the Art Festival; Mary Anne Yuncker, Department
of Michigan First Vice-President; Kris Nelson, ALA
National President; Michael Lynch, Helping
Hospitalized Veterans President and CEO at the
Sponsors Luncheon at the National Veterans
Creative Arts Festival in Fayetteville, Arkansas
October 17-23.

BOYS STATE
GIVE THE
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GIFT OF A SPONSORSHIP

By Nelson O’Brien, Michigan
Boys State Director

The Christmas season maybe over
when you read this, but a gift that
WILL change the life of a young man
is welcome anytime of the year. The
Boys State program will change the life
of the young man you or your Post
sponsors. Remember sponsorship can
come from anyone. It changed the
life of Grant Comer, MD, MSc when
he attended Boys State in Indiana, but
now works and lives in Michigan.
“The week was, quite simply, incredible. Whereas in high school I constantly tried to fit in with my peers, at
Boys State I was surrounded by intelligent, driven, and extremely personable guys who were my peers. I was
immersed into a group of friends that
I never knew existed. This allowed me
to finally embrace excellence instead of
suppressing it to feel accepted.” -Grant

It’s Not Just About Politics

This year when you or your Post
Sponsors a young man they will participate in the 75th year of the
Michigan Boys State program. We

PUBLIC RELATIONS
BE

started in 1938 with 838 boys in attendance at MSU. We have a goal for 300
this year. Will you sponsor a boy to
attend? We are looking for a 15-16
year old boy going from their junior to
their senior year of High School.
What is Boys State?

It is hard to believe but some still do
not know what Boys State is, if you
need more information please feel free
to contact me at nlob@comcast.net.
Refer to your October Legionnaire
newspaper for a full page about the
program.
If funds are not available to sponsor a boy, but your Post has the desire
please call Deanna at Department
headquarters or one of the Boy State
Committee members and we will find
sponsorship money.
We are working on a special seventy fifth anniversary commemorative
pin that will be given to each attendee.
Please help me and the Boys State
committee to make this program successful in the months to come. I thank
each and every one of you for your
assistance.
See you at mid winter conference

WHERE THE ACTION IS

By Nancy Frye, Public Relations
Chairperson
"There is a bond that is formed in the military
and it does not matter which branch of the service a person served in." Words spoken by Timothy
Brandt, a four year Air Force military veteran, in
his Veteran's Day story for 2011. As a young student at Muskegon Community College Timothy is
the President of the Veteran's Student Organization
(VSO). He was introduced to the VSO through
Nancy Maycroft (a military veteran and member
of the American Legion), who was in charge of
Veteran's Affairs on campus. The first objective of
members of the organization is to make their presence known around campus and to reach out to
other veterans who may be in need of help with
class studies or just want a friend to talk to. Other
objectives of the VSO are: Be available to other veterans transitioning from active duty to an active academic career and to help the National Guard and
Reservist, who may be called to deploy transition
back to active duty.
While many of you veterans were attending
Veteran's Day events at a veteran's park, in a community mall or an American Legion, the VSO of
Muskegon Community College (MCC) participated in the first Veteran's Day ceremony held on
campus. As a member of the Board of Trustees
of MCC and a military veteran I was invited to welcome a large crowd and to recognize fellow veterans. The Muskegon High School JROTC led the

MICHIGAN 2011-2012
NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS

Aerospace Committee: Roger H. Webster

American Council: Vice Chairmen David L. Buist, Gerald D. Hicks,
Donald Meskill, Larry C. Money, Gary W. Sammons, John H. Skinner
Commission on Children and Youth: John W. Knox
Convention Commission: Leonard B. Zimmerman

Counter Subversive Activities Committee: Marilyn Britten

Distinguished Guests Committee: Gerald N. Dennis, Ronald Runyan,
Skipper Towns
Economic Commission: Gerald L. Merrell
Finance Commission: Kevin J. Bartlett

Foreign Relations Commission: Norbert J. Schollett

Foreign Relations Council: John M. Mella, Raymond W. Moore
Internal Affairs Commission: Alton R. Ford

Membership & Post Activities Committee: Kenneth G. Dittenber
M&PA Advisory Board: Patrick W. Lafferty

Military Affairs Committee: Gary A. Tanner

National & Homeland Security Council: Richard T. Dubay, Jerry D.
Lynch, Robert A. Mayrand
National Security Commission: Thomas G. Brown

Public Relations Commission Liaison: Thomas G. Holzgen

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission: Brett E. Holt, Willard
Coffey

flag ceremony and the college choir sang traditional
military songs. The high point of the college event
was the dedication of a new veterans memorial featuring all branches of the military. As I looked
around the room there were very few American
Legion members in attendance. Being where 'the
action is' gives Legion members an opportunity to
be a representative of the world's largest veterans
organization.
When taking a poll of our American Legion
membership it is apparent that our members are
active in many areas of their community. At every
opportunity take the time to promote the Legion
and its benefits. Carry a business card with the
American Legion name, your name and contact
information to hand to a person you may be meeting for the first time. This little card could open the
door to further conversation on becoming a Legion
member. Also, having a membership form in your
billfold may be just what the person you are speaking with has been looking for. By inviting them to
a Legion Post event you are introducing them to
your Post and opportunities to become involved
with other veterans.
My fellow Public Relations Committee members
Brent Geers, Archie Chappell, Ron Pearson, Don
Mraz, Ralph Philip, Frank Rodman and I join in
wishing our fellow Legionnaires, American Legion
Auxiliary and members of the Sons of the
American Legion a successful and Happy New
Year 2012.

MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION
CLARENCE EUGENE
US ARMY

SASSER,

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action at the risk of his life above and beyond
the call of duty. Sp5c. Sasser distinguished
himself while assigned to Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion. He was
serving as a medical aidman with Company A,
3d Battalion, on a reconnaissance in force
operation. His company was making an air
assault when suddenly it was taken under
heavy small arms, recoilless rifle, machinegun
and rocket fire from well fortified enemy positions on 3 sides of the landing zone. During the
first few minutes, over 30 casualties were sustained. Without hesitation, Sp5c. Sasser ran across an open rice paddy
through a hail of fire to assist the wounded. After helping 1 man to safety,
was painfully wounded in the left shoulder by fragments of an exploding
rocket. Refusing medical attention, he ran through a barrage of rocket and
automatic weapons fire to aid casualties of the initial attack and, after giving them urgently needed treatment, continued to search for other wounded. Despite two additional wounds immobilizing his legs he dragged himself through the mud toward another soldier 100 meters away. Although
in agonizing pain and faint from loss of blood, Sp5c. Sasser reached the
man, treated him, and proceeded on to encourage another group of soldiers to crawl 200 meters to relative safety. There he attended their wounds
for 5 hours until they were evacuated. Sp5c. Sasser's extraordinary heroism is in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflects
great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.
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PROVIDING VETERAN SERVICES TO ALL MICHIGAN VETERANS
WHERE DID MY AMERICAN LEGION VETERAN
Providing veteran benefit assistance in the State of Michigan goes
back many years, but times have
changed, budgets have changed and
Veteran organizations receiving
grants to provide this service have
changed. I would like to talk about
the history of this service, the issues
that occurred, and then Senate bill
250 that changed the funding for this
service.
The American Legion
Department of Michigan began providing Veteran benefit assistance in
the 1920’s, when a $25,000 grant
was given to the organization. Back
then veterans, just like now, had trouble accessing their benefits through
the federal government. The Legion
provided that assistance.
As time went on and other congressionally chartered organizations
developed, like the VFW, Purple
Heart, DAV, and Marine Corps
League, the State of Michigan began
to provide grants to, in the end, 11
congressionally chartered organizations to provide veteran benefit assistance to Michigan Veterans. As time
moved on the grant amounts to each
organization increased (based on size
of the organization and became a
standard line item in the budget.)
For the Michigan Legion, like the
other organizations, these grants
made up the majority of the budget
for the Detroit Veteran Service office
and the field officers. About 1999 the
increases to the grants, which had
been a constant increase of about
3% each year stopped. The economic slowdown and the state’s budget problems were factors.
In about 2006 the Michigan
Legion, with the help of other veteran organization legislative directors, began an active lobbying campaign in Lansing for an increase in

grant funding. Year after year an
increase was denied. What we came
to learn is that some state directors,
senators, and representatives, were
discouraged by the way some organizations were using the grant money.
The Legion and several of the other
VSO’s encouraged the Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs
director to audit and if need be sanction organizations. The charters of
our organizations and the rules of
the grants did not provide any course
of action; it needed to come from
the State. Grants require oversight
through proper auditing and if inconsistencies are found grants should be
suspended.
The DMVA and Senator Garcia
in 2007-2008 wrote and were able to
pass Senate Bill 250 which became
public act 112. This bill changed
how the grant money was disbursed
and to whom. Instead of being disbursed automatically an organization must apply for funding based
on certain criteria given by the
DMVA each year. They broke the
money for Veteran services in to 5
grants instead of 11. 1 grant is given
automatically to the Michigan
Paralyzed Veterans organization,
leaving 4 grants for other organizations to apply. Organizations are not
limited to the original 11 veteran
organization; it allows other veteran
organizations to apply if they can
demonstrate they have been providing this service for at least 2 years in
the State of Michigan. The grants
separate the state in to areas and the
grant request spells out how the
organization will provide services to
that area.
SB250 spelled a very challenging
time to the VSO’s, because those
grants are the main source of funding for the organizations VS budgets.

SERVICE OFFICER GO?

When looking over the different
grants and their requirements the 2
largest grants were bigger than any
1organization was capable of handling at the time. Discussions began
and 5 organizations, The American
Legion, Disabled American Veterans,
Marine Corps League, Military
Order of the Purple Heart, and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, created
the Michigan Veterans Coalition to
apply for these grants. Combined we
could cover all the areas required.
Combined we can service all of the
700,000 veterans in the state.
This past budget year the coalition
received all 4 grants and now covers
the state for services. In partnership
with county veteran service officers
and with agreements with each of
the VSO’s any member of any of
the organizations can have their claim
checked on by a coalition service officer.
With budget cuts, and efficiencies
of services being demanded from all
businesses and state agencies this
agreement was necessary for the survival of providing these services to the

veterans in Michigan. The American
Legion Department of Michigan
Veteran Service office is in business to
service all veterans, regardless of
membership. As times change the
veteran service organizations must
partner, adapt to changes, improvise,
and overcome the problems tied to
receiving state funding. Without state
funding we cannot afford to provide
this service
The DMVA’s new director Jason
Allen has begun to implement the
oversight to ensure the states money
is spent, wisely and correctly. The
partnership of 5 is strong and respectful of the grant money given by the
citizens of the State of Michigan.
Our audits and history prove this
each year.
The schedule to the right provides
day and times of a coalition service
officer or a county service officer who
can assist with your claim. That claim
is still handled by The American
Legion Detroit office if you are a
Legion member, but the person gathering the information for the claim
may not be a Legion service officer.

MICHIGAN VETERANS COALITION

Delivery of Veterans Services in the State of Michigan

The Michigan Veterans Coalition was formed by five Michigan Veterans’
Service Organizations' specifically for the purpose of effectively administering veterans' services in the State of Michigan. The group arrangement
allows the greatest flexibility in balancing the priority of the mission goals and
availability of funded resources. Coalition partners are:
•
American Legion, Department of Michigan
•
Disabled Veterans of America, Department of Michigan
•
Marine Corps League, Department of Michigan
•
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department of Michigan
•
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Michigan
•
The coalition has a presence in all 83 of Michigan’s counties, whether through
the coalition’s employees/volunteers or an accredited affiliation with a county counselor.
This coalition has established an impeccable record of achievement in providing special support services to the veteran community. By working together in the coalition, the member organizations can combine their best practices;
knowledge and experience to most effectively serve Michigan veterans. The
organizations’ employees have a total of 513 years of professional experience
to veterans. Of the coalition’s 45 accredited representatives, 30 have college
degrees.
The Michigan Veterans Coalition organizations have a total of 318 years
of receiving tax-appropriated dollars from the State of Michigan without one
blemish on their record.
This schedule of operations is broken into two sections. The Upper and
Lower Peninsulas’. This may change from time to time due to in climate weather and other unforeseen issues. It is imperative that before traveling any distance, contact should be made to specific locations to insure that an accredited representative will be on hand to assist.
For other inquires contact Daniel J. Crocker at daniel.crocker@va.gov
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Veterans Services in the State of Michigan
U.P. Coverage:

ALGER *
Munising Credit Union
200 E Hwy M-28
Munising, MI 49862
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
4th Thursday
12:30 pm to 3:00 pm

Escanaba Vet Center
2831 N. Lincoln Rd.
Escanaba, MI 49829
(MOPH) Shirley Rentschler
1st Wednesday
9:30 am to 3:00 pm
&
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
2nd & 4th Wednesday
9:00 am to 2 pm

DICKINSON*
VAMC Iron Mountain
325 E. ‘H’ Street
Iron Mountain, MI 49801
(DAV) Joseph Marczak
Tues. and Fri. 7 am - 3:30 pm
&
(MOPH) Shirley Rentschler
Mon., Wed. and Thur.
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
&
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
1st Monday 9 am to 2 pm
GOGEBIC *

HOUGHTON/ KEWEENAW

Houghton Michigan Works
902 Razorback Drive. Ste. 6
Houghton, MI 49931
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
3rd Tuesday 8 am to 11 am
IRON
West Iron Library
116 Genesee Street
Iron River, MI 49935
(MOPH) Shirley Rentschler
2nd & 3rd Friday
8:30 am to 4:30 pm

MACKINAC
Jacobetti Michigan Veterans
Home
425 Fisher Street
Marquette, MI 49855-4595
PH: 906-226-3576
DAV Ext 362; VFW Ext 318

(DAV) Joseph Marczak
Wednesdays & Thursdays
7:00 am to 3:30 pm
&
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
Everyday except 1st Monday,
3rd Tuesday, 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays, 1st & 4th
Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
MENOMINEE
Menominee Court House
839 10 the Ave
Menominee, MI 49858
(MOPH) Shirley Rentschler
3rd Thursday
9:30 am to 3:00pm
&
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
1st Thursday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
ONTONAGON
Ontonagon Court House
725 Greenland Rd.
Ontonagon, MI 49953
(VFW) Patrick Holcomb
3rd Tuesday
12:30 pm to 3:00 pm

LOWER PENINSULA:
ALCONA *

ALLEGAN *
Allegan County OVA
3299 Gull Rd
Kalamazoo, MI 49010
(MCL) Kay VanDrunen
Monday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Holland AL Post 6
10820 Paw Paw Drive
Holland, Mi 49242
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
3rd Wednesday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
DAV Chapter 14
1185 Matt Urban Drive

Holland, MI 49423
(DAV) Brian Burke
1st Tuesday
7:00 am to 2:00 pm

ALPENA
Alpena VA CBOC
180 North State Street
Alpena, MI 49707
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Friday 9 am to 1 pm
ANTRIM *

ARENAC
Standish Michigan Works
4048 Bay Road
Standish, MI 48658
(MOPH) Dan Ashcraft
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

BARRY *
Hasting AL Post 45
325 S. Church Street
Hasting, MI 49058
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
4th Friday 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm

BAY *
BAY County OVA
515 Center Ave. 2nd Floor
Room 212
Bay City, MI 48708
(VFW) Michael Thompson
2nd & 4th Wednesday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
BENZIE
Benzie County Resource
Center
6051 Frankfort Hwy
Benzonia, MI 49616
(DAV) Ronald McNally
2nd Wednesday
7:30 am to 2:30 pm
BERRIEN *

BRANCH *
Branch County OVA
570 Marshall Rd
Coldwater, MI 49036
(AL) James Topps
1st Friday 1 pm to 4 pm

CALHOUN
VAMC Battle Creek
5500 Armstrong Rd.
Battle Creek, MI 49037
(AL) Phillip McCaskey
Friday’s 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
269-966-5600
&
(DAV) Britani Lafferty
Monday & Thursday
8:00 am to 3:30 pm
269-966-5600 X35106
&
(MOPH) Joseph Gutierrez
1st & 3rd Thursday
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
269-966-5600 X38889
&
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
Monday’s 9:30 am to 4:00 pm
269-966-5600 X33889
CASS *
Cass County OVA
120 N. Broadway, Suite 215
Cassopolis, MI 49301
(AL) James Topps
1st Friday 8 am to 12 pm
CHARLEVOIX
Charlevoix County OVA
301 State Street
Charlevoix, MI 49720
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
4th Monday 9 am to 4 pm

CHEBOYGAN*
Cheboygan County OVA
870 South Main St Room 122
Cheboygan, MI 49721
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
1st Friday 9:00 to 4:00 pm

CLARE *
Clare County VA CBOC
11775 North Isabella Rd.
Clare, MI 48617
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd & 4th Wednesday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

CLINTON *
(Contracted with Ingham

County)

CRAWFORD
Crawford County Bldg.
200 W. Michigan Ave
Grayling, Mi 49738
(DAV) Ronald McNally
1st & 4th Tues & Thursday
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
EATON

EMMET
Emmett County OVA
200 Division Street
Petoskey, MI 49770
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd & 4th Thursday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

GENESEE
Genesee County OVA
1101 Beach Street
Flint, MI 48502
(AL) Robert Rasche
Monday’s 9:00 to 4:00pm
&
MCL James Tuohy
Wednesday’s 9 am to 4 pm
&
(VFW) Michael Thompson
Tuesday & Friday 9 am-3 pm
Flint VA CBOC
2360 S. Linden Rd.
Flint, MI 48532
(MCL) Billy Traylor
2nd Tuesday 9 am to 3 pm

GLADWIN *
Gladwin County OVA
555 West Cedar Ave.
Gladwin, MI 48624
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Tuesday 9 am to 1 pm

GRAND TRAVERSE *
Traverse City VA CBOC
3271 Racquet Club Drive
Traverse City, MI 49684
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Thursday 9 am to 4 pm
GRATIOT

HILLSDALE
Hillsdale County OVA
61 McCollum, Room 200
Hillsdale, MI 49242
517-437-3630
Fax 517-437-4142
(AL) James Topps
2nd Friday 9: am to 12:30 pm
HURON *
Huron County OVA
250 E. Huron Ave
Room 101E
Bad Axe, MI 48413
(VFW) Gary Putinsky
1st Monday 9 am to 3 pm

Bad Axe VA CBOC
1142 S. Van Dyke Road
Bad Axe, MI 48413
(VFW) Gary Putinsky
3rd Monday 9 am to 3 pm

INGHAM *
American Legion State HQ
212 N. Verlinden
Lansing, MI 48915
(AL) Phillip McCaskey
Wednesday 9 am to 4 pm
IONIA
Ionia County Courthouse
175 East Adams Street.
Ionia, MI 48846
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
1st and 3rd Tuesday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

IOSCO *
Oscoda VA CBOC
5671 Skeel Ave. Suite 4
Oscoda, MI 48750
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Friday 1:30 pm to 4 pm
ISABELLA *

JACKSON *
Jackson County OVA
1715 Lansing Ave. Room 252
Jackson, MI 49202
(AL) Phillip McCaskey
Tuesday’s 8 am to 4 pm
&

(MCL) Tim Guarino
4th Monday 9 am to 4 pm
&
(MOPH) Joseph Gutierrez
1st & 3rd Wednesday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

KALAMAZOO *
Kalamazoo County OVA
3299 Gull Rd
Kalamazoo, MI 49074
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
1st Wednesday
9:00 am to 4:30 pm
&
(MCL) Kay VanDrunen
Thursday’s
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

KALKASKA *
Kalkaska County OVA
890 Island Lake Rd. Room 8
Kalkaska, MI 49646
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
1st Monday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

KENT *
Grand Rapids Home for
Veterans
3000 Monroe Ave. N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
616-365-7574
Grand Rapids VA CBOC
3019 Coit Street. N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
616-365-9575
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 am to 4:30 pm
&
(DAV) Steven Pruitt
Mon, Tues, & Wed.
7:30 am to 4:00 pm
&
(DAV) Brian Burke
Monday’s
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
&
(MCL) Kay VanDrunen
2nd & 4th Wednesday
8:30 am to 4:00 pm
&
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
Friday’s
8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Grand Rapids Homeless Vets
Center
349 Division Ave. South
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(MCL) Kay VanDrunen
2nd Tuesday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Grand Rapids Vet Center
2050 Breton RD. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
(MCL) Kay VanDrunen
1st & 3rd Wednesday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Kent County OVA *
82 Ionia NW Suite 380
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
2nd & 4th Tuesday
8:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAKE
Baldwin Michigan Works
5257 M-37
Baldwin, MI 49304
(DAV) Ronald McNally
3rd Thursday
8:30 am to 12:00 pm
LAPEER *
(Contracts with St. Clair
County)
Lapeer County OVA
287 W. Nepessing Street.
Suite 2, Lapeer, MI 48446
(VFW) Gary Putinsky
2nd Monday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
LEELANAU *
(Contracts with
Traverse County)

Grand

LENAWEE *
Lenawee County OVA
1040 S. Winter St. Ste 2023
Adrian, MI 49221-3868
517-264-5335
Fax 517-264-5334
(AL) James Topps

3rd Friday
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
LIVINGSTON *
MACOMB *

MANISTEE
Manistee Michigan Works
1660 US 131 South
Manistee, MI 49660
(DAV Ronald McNally)
2nd Thursday
8:30 am to 12:00 pm

MASON
Ludington Michigan Works
5722 West US 10
Ludington MI 49431
(DAV) Ronald McNally
2nd Thusday
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
MECOSTA
Morley AL Post 554
2560 Northland Drive
Morley, MI 49336
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
2nd Wednesday
1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
MIDLAND

MISSAUKEE
Missaukee County OVA
105 Canel Street
Lake City, MI 49651
(AL) Raymond Moore
Tuesday and Thursday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

MONROE *
Monroe County OVA
29 Washington Street.-3rd
Floor
Monroe, MI 48161
(AL) James Topps
3rd Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MONTCALM
VFW Post 5065
209 W. Washington
Sheridan, MI 48884
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
1st & 3rd Thursday
9:15 am to 4:00 pm
MONTMORENCY

MUSKEGON
Muskegon County OVA
165 Apple Ave. Suite 201
Muskegon, MI 49442
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
Monday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
&
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
Wednesday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Muskegon VA CBOC (location change pending)
165 Apple Ave. Suite 201
Muskegon, MI 49442
(DAV) Brian Burke
Thursday
8:30 am to 3:30 pm
NEWAYGO *
AL Post 381
6812 Corton Hardy Drive
Newaygo, MI 49349
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
2nd Wednesday
9:00 am to 12:30 pm
OAKLAND *

OCEANA
Oceana County Bldg
3986 N. Oceana Dr.
Hart, MI 49420
(VFW) Brian Maghielse
2nd & 4th Thursday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

OGEMAW
Ogemaw County OVA
205 South Eight Street Room
111
West Branch, MI 48661
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Tuesday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
OSCEOLA
Reed City Michigan Works

240 Church Street.
Reed City, MI 49677
(DAV) Ronald McNally
3rd Thursday
1:00 pm to 3:30 pm
OSCODA *

OTSEGO
Gaylord VA CBOC
806 South Otsego
Gaylord, MI 49735
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Monday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
&
(DAV) Ronald McNally
1st & 4th Wednesday
8:00 am to 3:30 pm

OTTAWA
Grand Haven AL Post 28
700 South Haven Drive
Grand Haven, MI 49417
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
3rd Wednesday,
1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
PRESQUE ISLE *

ROSCOMMON
Roscommon County OVA
500 Lake Street.
Roscommon, MI 48653
(AL) Patrick J. Kline
2nd Tuesday 1:30 pm to 4 pm
SAGINAW
VAMC Saginaw
1500 Weiss Street.
Saginaw, MI 48602
(AL) Robert Rasche
Tuesday 8 am to 4 pm
&
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
Friday’s 9 am to 4 pm
&
(DAV) Stacy Plunkett
Monday – Thursday
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
&
(DAV) Ronald McNally
3rd Wednesday
7:30 am to 4:00 pm
&
(MCL) Billy Traylor
Thursday’s
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
&
(MOPH) Dan Ashcraft
Tues, Wed, & Friday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
&
(VFW) Michael Thompson
Thursday’s 9 am to 4 pm
Saginaw Vet Center
4048 Bay Rd
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-321-4650
(MOPH) Dan Ashcraft
Monday’s
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

SANILAC *
Sanilac County OVA
171 Dawson Street 227
Sandusky, MI 48471
810-648-0212
(VFW) Gary Putinsky
4th Monday 9 am to 3 pm

Sanilac County Mental Health

227 E. Sanilac Ave
Sandusky, MI 484741
810-648-0330
(VFW) Gary Putinsky
1st Tuesday 9 am to 3 pm

SHIAWASSEE
Shiawassee County OVA
701 South Morton
Corunna, MI 48817
989-743-2342
(MCL) Billy Traylor
4th Tuesday 9 am to 4 pm
&
(VFW) Michael Thompson
1st & 3rd Wednesday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

ST. CLAIR *
Algonac VFW Post 3901
1005 Pte. Tremble Rd.
Algonac, MI 48001
810-794-3033
(MOPH) Robert Thomas
Last Thursday of month
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

ST. JOSEPH
(Accredited with MVC)
St. Joseph County OVA
612 E. Main
Centerville, Mi. 49032
(AL) James Topps
4th Friday 9 am to 1 pm

TUSCOLA *
Tuscola County OVA
1309 Cleaver Road
Caro, MI 48723
(VFW) Gary Putinsky
2nd Tuesday 9 am to 3 pm
VAN BUREN
South Haven AL Post 49
129 Michigan Ave. South
South Haven, MI 49090
(AL) Tommy Simpkins
4th Friday
9:30 am to 1:00 pm

WASHTENAW *
VAMC Ann Arbor
2215 Fuller Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
(AL) Phillip McCaskey
Monday & Thursday
8:30 am to 4:00 pm
734-845-5924
&
(DAV) James Dempsey
Mon, Wed – Fri
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
734-845-3839
&
(MOPH) Robert Thomas
Tuesday’s
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
734-769-7100 X57413
&
(VFW) Michael Thompson
Monday’s
9:00 am To 4:00 pm
734-769-7100 X57415

WAYNE
Detroit VA Regional Office
477 Michigan Avenue
Detroit MI 48226
(MVC all at the Detroit VA
Regional Office)

AMERICAN LEGION
Detroit Office: 313-964-6640
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
Detroit Office: 313-964-6595
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
Detroit Office: 313-964-6830
MILITARY ORDER OF THE
PURPLE HEART
Detroit Office: 313-964-6888
VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WARS
Detroit Office: 313-964-6510
VAMC Detroit
4646 John R
Detroit, MI 48202
313-576-1000
(AL) Robert Rasche
Wednesday’s 8 am to 4 pm
&
(DAV) Daniel McClorey
Monday –Thursday
7:30 am to 4:00 pm
&
(VFW) Isaac Callahan
Wednesday’s
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Lincoln Park City Hall
1394 Cleophus
Lincoln Park, MI 48149
(MCL) Gary Chartrand
Friday’s 9 am to 3 pm

King Haven Senior Center
14800 King Road
Riverview, MI 48193
(VFW) Shawn Wilson
2nd Friday’s 9 am to 4 pm

WEXFORD
Cadiallac Michigan Works
401 North Lake St. Suite 700
Cadillac, MI 49601
(DAV) Ronald McNally
Alternating 3rd Friday
8:30 am to 3:30 pm
* Accredited with MVC

Veterans’ Service
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Need Headline

By L.R. Thomas, Veterans Service Officer

During the latter part of November one of our local television stations
ran a story on the evening news about potential "cash for veterans." The
essence of the story line was that the Department of Veterans Affairs was
not forthcoming about monies which were available to veterans. The reference was made to the Aid and Attendance additional allowance for eligible veterans and widows of deceased veterans who were entitled to or in
receipt of non service-connected pension or death pension benefits. The
problem with this story was that all of the facts were not brought forth and
it was implied that VA was in some way withholding information about
potential benefits. First of all, the additional allowance for aid and attendance is for those already in receipt of benefits. Normally this additional
allowance pertains to as I stated those in receipts of live non service-connected pension, or in the case of a surviving spouse, non service-connected death pension benefits. To qualify for this benefit, the veteran must have
at least 90 days of active duty with just one day having been served during a recognized period of war, received an honorable discharge and meet
the current income requirements. Non service-connected pension benefits are an income driven benefit, meaning that there is a dollar for dollar
offset in determining whether or not VA can pay benefits. If the veteran
is under the age of 65, they must be able to prove the existence of permanent
and total disability. At age 65 and over, they (VA) will concede this fact,
so, the veteran’s total family household income becomes the only determining factor. Getting back to the story which was on the news, thankfully
the person who supplied the information to the TV station was successful
in obtaining this additional allowance for his parents. That is great news,
our parents provide and protect each one us and if we can do something
for them in their time of need, then this story has a happy ending. What
troubles me as a long time service officer for The American Legion is that
this person was aware of all of the facts which pertain to the non serviceconnected pension program for if he did not this story would not have ended
on a happy note. Yet he chose to imply that the Department of Veterans
Affairs would be so bold as to withhold information pertaining to such a
needs based program. If it sounds as though I'm defending the agency, to
some degree, yes I do. Having said that, I must acknowledge the VA does
have its own communication problems. Disseminating valued information
has never been one of their priorities. It’s an extremely large agency with
hundreds of thousands of potential clients, so let’s not make their job any
more difficult, with unfounded accusations. A message to this attorney who
gave this story to the TV station, SHAME ON YOU, contrary to popular belief you are not Indiana Jones and you did not discover any lost treasure and to the TV station SHAME ON YOU for not doing your research.
I can only suggest, the next time an issue like this surface, call us or any one
of the major Veterans Service Organizations, or any one of the County
offices throughout the State, and most have a full-time Office of Veterans
Affairs. We can set you straight. Or if you have doubts, you might try contacting the Department of Veterans affairs directly.

American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan veterans and their families. They can assist
with claims preparation, presentation, and appeal counsel in veterans’ benefits, services, and activities.
Detroit Office
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building,
Rm. 1210
477 Michigan Ave., Detroit, MI 48226
Monday – Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Phone: 313-964-6640 or 6641 or 6642 Fax: 313-964-5697 Email: toppsjamesc@yahoo.com

James C. Topps, VA&R State Director - james.topps@va.gov
Robert Rasche, Veterans Service Officer - robert.rasche@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Veterans Service Officer - tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Veterans Service Officer - lannie.thomas@va.gov
Suzette Price, Veterans Service Officer - suzette.price@va.gov
Christopher Smirnes, Veteran Service Officer – Christopher.smirnes@va.gov

Field Veterans Service
James Topps
Branch County OVA – 570 Marshall Rd.-Coldwater - 1st Friday 1 pm-4 pm
Cass County OVA – 120 N. Broadway, Suite 215, Cassopolis – 1st Friday 8am-12 pm
Hillsdale County OVA – 61 McCullum, Rm 200 –Hillsdale – 2nd Friday 9am to 12:30 pm
Lenawee County OVA – 1040 S. Winter St. Ste 2023, Adrian – 3rd Friday 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Monroe County OVA – 29 Washington St. 3rd Floor, Monroe – 3rd Friday 9 am to 1 pm
St. Joseph County OVA – 612 E. Main – Centerville – 4th Friday 9 am to 1 pm
Ray Moore
Missaukee County OVA – 105 Canel St – Lake City – Tuesday and Thursday 9 am to 4 pm

Robert Rasche –
Genesee County Office of Veterans Affairs – Flint, MI
810-257-3068/Mondays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm robert.rasche@va.gov
VAMC Saginaw, 1500 Weiss Street, Saginaw, MI 48602 Tuesday 8am to 4pm
John D. Dingell VA Medical Center on Wednesdays 8:00 am - 4:00 pm - room 3401- Red Section - 313-576-3506
robert.rasche@va.gov
Tommy Simpkins, Veterans Service Officer Cell Phone 269-330-6539 – simpkinst@michiganlegion.org
Holland AL Post 6, 10820 Paw Paw Dr, Holland, MI 49242 3rd Wednesday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Hasting AL Post 45, 325 S. Church Street, Hasting, MI 49058 4th Friday 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Kalamazoo County OVA, 3299 Gull Rd, Kalamazoo, MI 49074 1st Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Grand Rapids VA CBOC, 3019 Coit Street. N.E. , Grand Rapids, MI 49505 Tues & Thurs 9 am to 4:30 pm
AL Post 554, 2560 Northland Drive, Morley, MI 49336, 2nd Wednesday 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Muskegon County OVA, 165 Apple Ave. Suite 201, Muskegon, MI 49442 Monday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
AL Post 381, 6812 Corton Hardy Drive, Newaygo, MI 49349 2nd Wednesday 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
AL Post 28, 700 South Haven Drive, Grand Haven, MI 49417 3rd Wednesday, 1:30 pm – 4 pm
VAMC Saginaw, 1500 Weiss Street, Saginaw, MI 48602 Friday’s 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
South Haven AL Post 49, 129 Michigan Ave. South, South Haven, MI 49090, 4th Friday 9:30 am to 1 pm

Patrick J. Kline, Veterans Service Officer Cell Phone 989-280-3009 – pjkline@michiganlegion.org
Kalkaska Co OVA – 890 Island Lake Road - Room 8 - 1st Monday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Cadillac CBOC - 1909 North Mitchell Street - 1st & 4th Tuesdays - 989-497-2500 x 15701 - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Cheyboygan Co OVA - 870 South Main Street - Room 122 – 1st Friday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Gaylord VA CBOC – 806 S. Otsego - 2nd Monday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Clare VA CBOC – 11775 N. Isabella Rd – 2nd& 4th Wednesday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Grand Traverse Co OVA - 3271 Raquet Club Drive – 2nd & 4th Thursday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 PM
Alpena VA CBOC – 180 N. State Street – 2nd Friday Each Month – 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Oscoda VA CBOC - 5671 Skeel Ave – Suite 4 – 1st Thursday Each Month 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
3rd Monday Each Month – Grayling Crawford – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
3rd Tuesday Each Month – Manistee Post 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
3rd Tuesday Each Month – Benzie Post –1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday Each Month – Bay City OVA – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
3rd Thursday Each Month – Gladwin OVA – 555 West Cedar Ave - 9:00 am to 12 pm
3rd Thursday Each Month – Standish Post 104– 1pm to 4 pm
3rd Friday Each Month – Alpena VA OPC - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
3rd Friday Each Month – Prequeisle OVA – 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm
Charlevoix County Office of Veteran Affairs - 301 State Street - 4th Monday - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Roscommon Co. Office of Veterans Affairs - 500 Lake Street - 2nd Tuesday Each Month – 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Emmett Co Office of Veterans Affairs - 200 Division St, Petoskey - 2nd & 4th Friday - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Phillip “Phil” McCaskey, Cell Phone 269-330-6543 – p_mccaskey@yahoo.com
Ann Arbor VA Medical Center – Room B-156 First Floor Every Monday and Thursday Each Week
8:30 am to 4:00 pm - 734-845-5924 PLEASE NOTE YOU MUST CALL THE AA VAMC OFFICE NUMBER CELL
PHONE WILL NOT WORK IN THIS LOCATION
Jackson County Office of Veterans Affairs - 1714 Lansing Ave - Room 252 – Every Tuesday – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Lansing Headquarters Office – 212 N. Verlinden Ave Every Wednesday Each Week
9:00 am to 4:00 pm - 517-371-4720 extension 12 or Cell 269-330-6543
Battle Creek VA Medical Center – Every Friday – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Building 2 – Cell Phone 269-330-6543

lease Call to Assure Times and Locations
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
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Communication Is the
Key to Growth
Susan Svacha, 7th District President
Greetings from the Seventh District
Association, I can hardly believe that
my year is half over already. I look
forward to the 2012 year, keeping
busy in my District.
This year has been one of renewal. I have made contact with all of the
Units in my District, and I believe that
communication is the key to retaining membership. Family values is
very important to the continued success of The American Legion
Auxiliary, the quote our National
President Kris Nelson made is so very
true “We need to refocus how we do
things and create opportunities for the
younger generation that are meaningful and that they are able to work
into their schedules. We must encour-

age and support new ideas for mission delivery projects and opportunities that all women can participate
in.”
This statement is so true; I have
found that in going to visit the units
in my District, which many are struggling to complete with so many other
actives that take up their member’s
time. It used to be that the members
didn’t have so many organizations
asking for their time and energy. We
need to find a way to compete with
all the other things out there.
In closing I would like to say that
we all need to remember our veterans and active duty service men and
women, we need to support them
and work hard in our communities,
and let them know how grateful we
are for their service.

8th District Sends Their Greetings
Marcy Jorae, District President
Greetings from the 8th District,
located in the heart of mid-Michigan.
The ladies of the 8th are busy this
year with projects which place special emphasis on our Veterans. Unit
101 in Greenville created special
badges to honor all Veterans on
Veterans Day, while Unit 153 in St.
Johns distributed poppies to those
attending the Veterans Day parade.
These are just 2 of the ways we are
working to promote National
President Kris Nelson's theme of
"Honoring their Service." And, of
course, as we work on these projects,
we are also promoting Department
President Carrie's theme as we "Give
the Gift of Time."
Two of the goals I have as District
President this year are 1) to improve
communication throughout the
District by use of emails to the
units/members so that we may communicate with each other between

our District meetings and 2) bring a
sense of cooperation and civility as
we work together to strengthen our
individual units. Much can be
learned by active participation of
both the newer members and those
ladies with many years of membership in our organization. I would like
everyone to feel welcome at our
District meetings and go away with
the feeling that they have learned
something new to take back to their
own unit. Participation at the District
level is vital to keeping our units
informed and in sync with
Department/National programs. I
hope to see more of the units in the
8th District at our next District meeting.
I look forward to my visits to the
units so that I may meet with the
ladies of the 8th District and share
their enthusiasm for our mission - to
serve our Veterans. I thank all my
ladies for their "Gift of Time" the
whole year through.

Sarah Brooks, Hospital Rep (second from right) and Pamela
McVeigh, 1st Deputy (second from
left) are pictured delivering blankets to the homeless veterans at
the Herkimer Apartments in Grand
Rapids.

Nancy L. Knox, Department Chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

A Gift of the Holidays

We always seem
to be looking forward to the next best
event in our busy lives. The weather has changed from the dog days
of summer to the crisp beauty that
only fall and winter can bring. The
holidays will be over in no time,
shopping, baking and wrapping are
all a part of what we do. Have any
of us taken the time to actually listen and see all the changes? We
never seem to have enough time
to get these tasks completed, yet
when the doorbell rings, the
Christmas tree is more beautiful
than last year’s. The smells of the
season welcome our guests like a
big hug from “Mom”. Our weary
body forgets the long hours of
expended energy only to be
renewed by the smiling faces of
family and friends.
As parents and adults, we are
more concerned with the presenting a festive atmosphere for every-

one else, but forget, that we too
are an integral part of our holiday
celebration.
We must reflect on all of our
achievements throughout our lives.
Grateful for each and every kindness along the way that helped to
push us to these successes. More
importantly, we should extend a
hand to those less fortunate be it a
kind word, a chore done for someone or a donation of time or money
to a favorite charity.
Holidays are a time for family and
friends but where do you begin and
end? Stop and take a step backward evaluate where you have been
and the direction you are going and
the destination is--where? Sharing
and caring makes a heart shine and
grow strong. If we all take a moment
to think of someone else, it can be
the first step to a brighter tomorrow
for all of us. May your Holidays be
blessed and the New Year bring a
promise of good things.

Poppy Days is May 17-19
Kimberly Champion,
Committee Chairman

Poppy

The Memorial Poppy
reminds us about the millions
who sacrificed their lives to
keep us free and the program
is one of the oldest plus one
of the most beneficial
Auxiliary Programs for
Veterans and their families.
Help to support our Veterans,
past and present, by distributing the Poppy on Poppy
Days, May 17, 18, 19, 2012.
Everyone can help no matter
what age. Encourage your Juniors,
the SAL, the Legion and the
Auxiliary to get involved with distribution even if they can only
donate their time for an hour. The
more time each and every one of us
spends out in our communities during Poppy Days not only helps with
the donations but also spreads
awareness.
We hope to have another Poppy
Bonanza at the Grand Rapids
Home for Veterans sometime in

April 2012. The Veterans at the
home demonstrate how Poppies
are made and you have an
opportunity to do some
hands-on Poppy making of
your own. More information
will be available in the future.
Get involved at your neighborhood school, explain to
them how Veterans earn
money by making Poppies
and get them involved in creating Poppy Posters. Use the
Poppy for various functions
at your Post homes. Make
Poppy centerpieces, Poppy
corsages for special dinners at your
Posts/Units, display the Poppy in a
window display, visit your local
hospitals and give each Veteran in
the hospital a Poppy and thank
them for serving our Country to
keep us safe and free. Remember
the more you promote the more
others will know about the Poppy
Program.
I hope everyone can help make
this year a successful year, an
informative one and a fun year.
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Giving the Gift of Christmas Time

Wanda Westman,
Jacobetti Representative
As I write this article, we are still
doing prep work for gift shop; but as
you read this, the gifts are all
unwrapped and Christmas is hopefully a pleasant memory for our 186
residents. We have 178 men and 8
women (5 veterans and 3 dependants). Many units from the UPAA
district put in long hours shopping,
volunteering their time to make
Christmas special for our veterans.
Many volunteers come to help our
residents choose their gifts, spending
precious time with them. Our residents get to choose something for
themselves and something for their
family members up to five gifts. Then
the presents are gift wrapped and held
until Christmas week. More volunteers come and help us hand out the
gifts, so our residents have them when
their family comes to visit during the
holidays. The work everyone puts in
is really appreciated by our members
and makes Christmas very special. A
heartfelt thank you to everyone!!
We have a bingo party every
Monday, hosted by a rotation of five
Auxiliaries. We are looking for units
to host the first Monday of the month
in a rotation, maybe just once or twice
a year depending on how many units

sign up. Game Night is held on the
third Wednesday, seven months of
the year. We help out in the library,
keeping magazine subscriptions current and keeping things clean. We
also help update the hobby shop display case every holiday season to
showcase our veteran’s artwork. Our
volunteers also help with holiday parties, summer picnics, and the annual
carnival in August.
If you wish to make donations to my
special project, which is activities and
entertainment, remember to send it to
Department, earmarked for Jacobetti
Home. If you wish to volunteer, you
will be greatly appreciated. As you
know, after Christmas, things get pretty quiet around here with winter
weather being unpredictable. Some of
our residents don’t get many visitors
in the winter months. That’s when we
really need your help to keep up the
spirits of our residents, bring some
new activities to fill the long winter
hours. If you can help us out, let me
know when you are coming.
My thanks go out to all the units in
the U.P. and all over the state of
Michigan for caring for our veterans,
our “America’s Heroes”. To our resident veterans, I want to sincerely
thank you for your sacrifice and for
your friendship. God bless you and
God Bless America!!

Children & Youth
Programs Available
Kathleen Copeland, Member, Children
& Youth Committee
We dedicate ourselves in so many
ways to our organization in support of
our Veterans and their families. Can we
do more? In keeping with President
Carrie’s theme, can we give an additional “Gift of Time” to military kids?
Our guide asks us to develop, implement and monitor programs and activities that contribute to the physical,
mental and emotional health and wellness of children and youth of military
families.
“ALA KIDDS”- Kids in Danger of
Depression and Suicide-is an Auxiliary
project that builds referral networks of
public and private support at the community level for social and mental wellbeing of military children. Reach out
to military parents, school counselors,
teachers, or other representatives,
Guard /Reserve Family Readiness
Group Representatives, Operation
Military Kids representatives, Big
Brothers/Big Sisters (BBBS) and
Representatives from Boys and Girls

Club (BGCA)”.
The Lansing area BGCA told me
they knew if they have children of
deployed parents through the application process. Call your local clubs and
find those children you can mentor, or
just listen to them.
Military Mentoring is a BBBS program
is some states. “Children with a parent
in the military, including a deployed
parent face unique challenges that may
include separation and loss in addition to the stresses of military life. To
help provide the additional support
these children need, BBBS has established a program called the Military
Mentoring Program. BBBS has established a Military Community Advisory
Council to advise the organization on
policy and practices related to mentoring children in the military community”. Contact your local BBBS to find
out if they have children who can use
our “GIFT of TIME”.
These are just a few ideas. Adapting
to change is difficult for everyone on
any given day. Let’s reach out to our
Veterans children!

GRAND RAPIDS HOME FOR
VETERANS SAYS THANKS

Sarah Brooks, Hospital Representative
I would like to say thank you to all the
volunteers who helped make our projects
this year a great success. The projects
include:
July was the Carnival at the Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans with approximately 2,800 members and their families attending.
August we start collecting white socks
for the members which continues year
round.
October was the blanket drive for the
homeless veterans, delivering approximately 160 blankets to four different
shelters.
November is the time we distribute
hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves for the
members at the Home to keep them
warm during the winter.
Also in November we held a luncheon
honoring the women veterans at the
Home, including the wives and widows.
A catered lunch was served and gifts
were presented to the women. Our
speaker for that event was Theresa
Robinson, U.S. Navy veteran, and Past
Commander of Furniture City Post 258.
December is our biggest event with the
Christmas Gift Shop where we serve over
700 members. Each member can choose

up to five gifts for family members. They
are then wrapped and, if necessary,
mailed to the family members. Without
the help of our Auxiliary Units, we could
not continue the success of this program
and many others, so thanks to each and
everyone for all your help.
Year round projects include the Ladies
Tea/Bingo on the second Wednesday of
each month, Service Cart on the first and
fourth Wednesdays of the month, and
Bingo on the third Thursday of the month.
We also help with any other special
events at the Home when needed.
April is the Mother’s Day Card
Program.
May we hold a Poppy Bonanza, with
the veterans demonstrating how poppies
are made and giving the opportunity to
those attending to do some hands on
assembly.
June we worked Stand Down, also held
our annual Cook Out at the Home.
We also donated a large amount of toiletries to four shelters, as well as items to
two Legion posts who were sending care
packages to our troops overseas.
Additional toiletries were given for a
Stand Down in the Detroit area.
The Auxiliary is devoted to helping veterans and children and that is what we
continue to do.

PDP Jacklyn Skinner
Earns State Honor
veterans, has been
“Reprint of article by
supporting veterans
Holly Deal of the
by volunteering since
Kalamazoo Gazette”
1979, according to a
When it comes to
news release from
helping U.S. veterans,
Snyder. She has volJacklyn Skinner has
unteered with the
never been shy.
Daughters of the
She has served
American Revolution
them meals, raised
and American Legion
funds and coordinatAuxiliary for the past
ed events on their
31 years. She also
behalf and helped
has volunteered at
educate others about
Community
the challenges they Pictured left to right: Jim Vella, Ford Motor the
Living Center.
face.
Company Fund; Jackie Skinner, Past
“The award
The Schoolcraft resDepartment President and receiver of the
( L i f e t i m e
ident has volunteered
Governor George Romney Lifetime
more than 2,400 Achievement Award; and Governor Rick Snyder. Achievement Award
hours in the past 31 The presentation was made at “An Evening for Volunteerism)
honors an individual
years to assist veterwith the Stars” presented by Ford Motor
who has demonstratans.
Company Fund.
ed a life-long comIn recognition, Gov.
Rick Snyder on Monday presented mitment to community involvement and
Skinner with the Governor George volunteer service,’’ the release said.
Skinner also has received the Michigan
Romney Lifetime Achievement Award for
volunteerism at the Gem Theatre in 2011 Award for Outstanding Volunteer
Services to Veterans and the National
Detroit.
The lifetime achievement award, the Outstanding Daughter of American
most prestigious of the governor’s service Resolution Service for Veterans Award.
Personal Note—Jackie, on behalf of the
awards, “honors an individual who has
taken his or her volunteer service to the members of the Department of Michigan,
we are all very proud of your accomhighest level—year after year.”
Skinner, whose father and husband are plishment in receiving this award.

Wally Christensen honored

50 YEARS OF AMERICAN
LEGION BASEBALL

At the November 13th, District 18 meeting Wally
Christensen was honored for his 50 years of dedication
to American Legion Baseball program. He was presented with a plaque from Department Commander
Dick Chatman, local leaders and colleagues said kind
words, and Craig Hamilton wrote a special poem.
Thank You Wally!
November 13, 2011

Wally we’re here to honor you
For the lives you’ve touched by staying true
To values you live by and helped install
In your 50 year tenure with American Legion baseball.
Thousands of players had a chance to play.
You welcomed all teams, none sent away.
Players learned teamwork, sportsmanship too,
How to work hard and follow through.

You lead by example. Endless hours you shared.
At meetings and tournaments, Wally was there.
One year, when you should have been off of your feet,
You ran district playoffs in over 100 degree heat!
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Annual Bowling Tournament

BRING YOUR BOWLING GAME

Information packets were sent out in December
to all the Post adjutants and to the team captains of record of the 75Th Annual tournament. If you would like a packet please contact us at the phone
number or email address listed below.
The 2012 76th Annual bowling tournament will be held at Colonial Lanes
located at 5430 Pierson Rd. in Flushing,
Michigan during the weekends of April 14, 21, and
28, 2012. Squad times for the Doubles and Singles
Event are Saturday at 10AM & 2PM. Team Event
will start Sunday at 12 noon. The Oakley Traynor
Post, Auxiliary & Squadron 64 will be your host. Rick
Johnson will be the Honorary President and the
organizer of the functions.(Subject to change) Oakley
Traynor Post 64 is located in Flushing at G-4314 W.
Carpenter Rd. Advance reservations for groups of
three (3) or more teams will be accepted, however,
all entry forms and fee's are due one (1) month ear-

The Weather Blues

Wally, you’re feisty and competitive too.
You fight for what’s right. Your heart stays true.
Farmington’s your team. Your goal was to win.
Although we were friends – “Let the battle begin!”

Farmington players played for free
Because you raised money to cover their fees.
The Legion baseball experience is a blessing to hold.
They’ll have fun stories to share as they grow old.
Thank you Wally for the lives you touched.
For the self less way that you gave so much.
For enabling young men a chance to play
And learn life lessons they’ll practice each day!
Sincerely,

Craig Hamilton
Troy Tigers – Post 14
2005-2010

lier than the normal entry close date.
Individuals may contact us at 734-4228670 anytime to check on availability of openings or email malbowl@sbcglobal.net
This is important to all participants, you do not have to bowl in all three
events, you may bowl in any combination of
events, be it just one, two or all three.
Furthermore, you may bowl in doubles and team
event as many times as you like, provided you have
a different Doubles partner or different
Team! It is also your responsibility to verify your
averages with your team Captain. You do not have
to belong to the USBC to participate in this tournament. Entry fee is listed in the packet, sign your
team up today, new bowlers and teams are always
welcome.
As always; Yours in comradeship. Scotty, Don,
Ellen & Elsie

By Jim Austin,
Legion Riders

Hello Legion
Riders, tired of the
weather yet? I hope
not, it’s just started!
Well
I
have
received
some
response back on our district A.L.R. liaisons,
but not enough. We need all district
Commanders to appoint one and then report
back to me with their contact information. I
want share that information with all of you. If
you have been appointed, please contact me

Leadership College

Legion Riders

with your information, also I am also working on
a meeting room at the winter meetings so we can
get to know each other. The 2012 legacy dates
and times are already out, so start making plans
to attend. Wouldn’t it be awesome if we had
about a bazillion bikes show up? Have all of you
guys heard of the grab and ride plaque yet? It’s
a cool way to build comradery. If you have not
heard of it yet, I will go over it at the winter meetings. Well enough rambling for now, I look forward to seeing all my friends and meeting some
new ones. Have a safe new year and if 2011 was
great I hope 2012 is better. See you on the road.
Contact me at jaustin1961@hotmail.com or my
cell phone 734-752-0153

3 MORE CLASSES LEFT

Wally Christensen receives a plaque honoring his 50 years of
service from Richard Chatman, Department Commander

The Department of Michigan Leadership College still has three classes available for anyone interested in learning about the newest technology available to the post, how to run a more efficient meeting, how
to help your post get rejuvenated, or just some basic leadership principles.
While walk-ins are most welcome, we ask that you register for the
class to allow us a better idea of how many handouts to bring, and meals
to prepare.
Yes, we will feed you for free! The handouts are free, the class is free
and no, there is not final exam!
The three remaining classes are in Midland on January 14, 2012; Gaylord at the Eagles Aerie on
January 15, 2012; and the last class is in Holly on January 28, 2012.
You do not have to reside the in district where class is held to attend so come on out and join us!
The registration is available in this paper and also online at www.michiganlegion.org under the
FYI button.
We hope to see you in class!
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WILWIN IS: “VETERANS SERVING VETERANS”

William F. Miller, Chairman

More and more of our men and
women are returning from the hostilities with more needs so Wilwin
has a goal to increase its ability to
help them. The Legion Family is
responding! Thanks to our organization’s members we can count on
donations of money, material, and
workers to accomplish our goal for
2012.
TBI, PTSD, and the even the
stress from multiple deployments
often indicate the need for a time of
peace and quiet. Our remote Wilwin
property is an ideal place to recover.
A VA Psychologist who brought several veterans last autumn was so
impressed with the benefits of our
facility that he is already organizing
a group for the coming summer. His
plans, and other testimonials, have
shown that Wilwin must actively work
to establish more housing for 2012 or

risk turning away a lot of veterans
that will really need our help.
Separate cabins slightly away from
other activities can help mend the
veteran and ease strained relationships with a family.
Using an existing donation we
plan to build one cabin early in the
spring, and a group of Legion Family
members has vowed to raise funds to
eventually build more than two dozen
of them. When their fund-raising
gets underway, all of us need to do
what we can to help in that process.
By the time you read this in January
a brand new www.wilwin.org website
will be up and running. Check there
for information on how you can help
us raise funds for the cabins and for
other projects.
The combined membership of
our various organizations means that
many of us either now work for or are
retired from a large company or corporation. Most of these companies

have budgets for contributions to
non-profit 501(c)3 corporations like
Wilwin. These companies are also
aware that their freedom to do business depends on the efforts by our
active duty service people in dangerous situations. Please look into
your company and find the person or
persons to contact for a contribution
to Wilwin. Then contact one of the
Directors of Wilwin to get the latest
brochure or information to take with
you to the company. One of us can
go with you for a second appointment or even the first one if needed.
A larger project like a shower/toilet
building, or a bunkhouse for
overnight stays during meetings,
could entirely be sponsored by a com-

Classifieds
PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S.
military items from all
wars. Top cash paid for
Airborne, Aviation, Pilot,
Seal, Special Forces, OSS,
Ranger, Marine items. Also
German medals, daggers,
swords, guns, personality
items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
1217 Griswold St.,
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 982-4203 IRJ

pany donation and they would have
the building named permanently
after them.
The new 50 x 80 foot dining and
meeting facility is in progress and
will be open to serve our members in
the spring. Except for the construction
crew working in the interior, the
Wilwin property is closed for the winter but we will be busy working on
planning and raising funds for the
summer of 2012. A pavilion will also
be ready for early summer Watch the
Legionnaire and the web site for
updates.
Come to the Winter Conference in
Flint where our Board of Directors
will give more updates and answer
any questions you have.

The Best Thing for You Might Not
Be Money In the Bank!
Annuity rates up to 4.25%
Why settle for less in a Bank CD?
FREE CONSULTATIONS
800-720-4142

Retirement / Ins / Investment Planning
Final Expense Insurance
Biblical Based Investments

P.J. Harper, RIA, CSA, Registered
Investment Advisor, National Association
of Christian Financial Consultants
Member, Legion Member
www.harper-enterprises.com
Manchester, MI

WAR RELICS
WANTED

Private collector paying
top dollar for daggers,
swords, medals, uniforms, etc. Call or write:
William Harbowy (Life
Member)
7247 Weddel Street, Taylor,
MI 48180
(313) 386-2384
IRJ

Follow Us on
Facebook at:

BUYING
Stamp & Cover
Collections
Call or write:
Wesley A. Kent
(Member)
1410 Hillcrest NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
(616) 791-2243

www.facebook.com/
milegion

"The contents of advertisements which appear in the Legionnaire are solely the responsibility of the advertisers. Appearance of any advertisement in the Legionnaire does not
constitute either a recommendation, nor an endorsement of the goods and services offered
therein."

Caught You Looking!
Want your ad to been seen by over
90,000 people?

For only $225 you can place a 2Ó X 3.5Ó ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire .
(Larger sizes also available)
Contact Mark Sutton Today!
mark@michiganlegion.org 517-371-4720 x16

Your Ad
Here

What Do You Think?
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An American Legion License Plate

Would you buy one?

Legionnaires
have asked that
the Department
of
Michigan
petition
the
Secretary
of
State to produce
an “American
Legion” License
plate. In November the Doug
Williams, Legislative Director and
Mark Sutton, Public Relations Director
met with the SOS. There are 2 options
for organizations when it comes to a
license plate.
Option 1: A fund raising plate, plates
would be $35 dollars and the organization would receive a portion of that
plate fee. There is a $15,000 upfront
fee for production and the organizations agrees to sell 2000 plates in the
first year and 500 plate per year for the
next 4 years.
Option 2: Organization plate, plates
are produced for an organization that
agrees to sell 500 in the first year. The
plates are $35 dollars, but the organization does not receive any portion of
that. Plates are made available in following years, but there is no require-

Flag burning amendment

ment by the organization to sell. The
plate could be considered a small
advertisement to the
Legion.
Points to consider:
The “Legion” plate
would be in competition to the war era plates, the service
branch plates and other military logo
plates currently produced. We are also
in competition with the university
plates sold as well. As one Spartan
fan Legionnaire told me, “H@#$ No,
I won’t let my MSU plate go”. With
the fund raising plate we would be
required to pay $15,000 upfront for
the design and manufacturing of the
plates.
Both plates would require a bill to
be sponsored, approved, and voted on
by the House and Senate.

Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan

By Sandy Lipman Detachment Adjutant
The Preamble for the Sons begins with these words: " Proud possessors of a priceless heritage, we male descendants of veterans of the Great Wars associate ourselves together as "
Sons Of The American Legion " for the following purposes : " And later states: "to adopt
in letter and spirit all of the great principles for which the American Legion stands."
We as your Sons would like to present you with the highlights of the 2011 S.A.L. accomplishments throughout our Great Nation: Membership 344,367 in 5,859 Squadrons within 53 Detachments.
VA&R:90 Registered VAVS Representatives327,333 total Volunteer hours with 15,873
visits and $1.694,024 in cash and gifts, 9,121 hours and $78,465 to the Fisher House,10,011
hours with $51,972 to The Family Support Network.
Children and Youth: Single largest Contributor to The CWF with $392,170 and 36.550
hours of service, $139,109 and 15,898 hours to Special Olympics,$90.010 and 6,357 hours
to CMN. Also $809,645 and 80,684 hours to other C&Y programs for a total of $1,320,441
and 167,735 service hours.
Americanism: Just a few highlights, 661 Boys State Representatives at a cost of $166.471,
8,775 Color Guard Appearances, 676 American Legion Baseball Teams sponsored,
$50,177 in support of Scouting, 11,77 flags presented, 9,094 Flag retirement ceremonies,
$41,607 to the N.E.F. as well as many other programs with a total of $2,006,492 and 615,893
hours of Service in Support of Americanism Projects.
Your Sons are definitely Proud Possessors and dedicated workers who do "foster and perpetuate a true Spirit of Americanism" and will continue the quest " to assist and carry on
for God and Country." We are here for you the Veterans and your families just say the word
and we will be there for whatever you may need.

What do you think?

Yes, I would buy one
No, I would not
If yes, the department should look to
option: 1 or 2?

Do You Support a
Constitutional Amendment to
ban Flag Burning?

The National American Legion has been advocating the support of a constitutional amendment to ban flag burning. The Supreme Court ruled it a form
of free speech protected under the first amendment.
What do you think? Do you support a flag amendment?

Women in combat unit

Do you support lifting the ban
on Women in combat?

The current war on terrorism has
changed the role of women on the
battlefield. Due to cultural differences
women have been going on missions
with infantry units to help deal with the
female populations in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Over 700 women have
been awarded the “Purple Heart”.

Message to the Legion family

However, under current U.S. law it is
illegal for women to be in such units.
Congress is considering changing that
to officially allow women to actively
serve in combat units.
What do you think? Do you support officially lifting the ban on women
in combat?

What DoYou Think?

Refer to articles on left for detailed information
Post# _____
or Zip Code: _______

Question 1: Would you buy a Legion license plate?
Y____ N____ Option 1 ____ 2 _____

Question 2: Do you support the Flag Amendment?
Y ____ N ____

Question 3: Do you support lifting the ban on “Women in
Combat”?
Y ____ N ____

Send answer to: Mark Sutton, Michigan Legion, 212 N.
Verlinden Ave., Lansing MI 48915 or email your answers to
info@michiganlegion.org

16 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | January/February 2012 | W W W . M I C H I G A N L E G I O N . O R G

Around the State...

Commander Dick Chatman, Dr. Carol Ellstein, Dr.
Mark Kane, Gary Tanner - Reconnect Committee
Chairman at the 2011 Michigan Psychological
Association Foundation Dinner at Oakland Hills
Country Club in Bloomfield Michigan.
The Legion Family at Cheif Pontiac Post Annual War Bonnet Dinner

Senior Director Jason Allen, Louie Barkovich (Commander of
the American Legion Post 68), State Senator Tonya
Schuitmaker, and State Representative Aric Nesbitt. A standing room only crowd was present Nov 4th, 2011 at the Paw
Paw American Legion Hall, for a town hall meeting.

Mackinac Island Post 299 the personification of
a great American Legion post, with veterans
from 4 wars. Standing (L to R) Ben Horne Operation Iraqi Freedom; Norm Lang - Viet
Nam; Gordon Graham - World War II; Seated (L
to R) Calvin Laurain - Viet Nam; Louie Bunker
- Korea.

Citizens Bank presents State Commander Richard Chatman a donation to our Heroes to Hometown program. The banks donations this
year were focused on Hometown Heroes. The Michigan Legion was
selected as recipient

Commander Chatman, Young Marine Graduates Trenton
Arthur and Tiara Arthur, proud Grandfather Post 202
Commander Chester B. Trail Jr.

Post 282 dedicated their new home on November 11th, 2011 Veterans Day at 100 Ecorse
Ypsilanti Michigan . Pictured are Al Ford. Larry Vollick, Commander Chatman, Mike
Daughenbaugh, Past National Commander Tom Cadmus. US Rep. John Dingell was present at
the event.

American Legion Post # 253 participated in the Royal Oak Holiday parade on Saturday,
November 19

