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"The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly proportional to how they perceive the Veterans of
earlier wars were treated and appreciated by their nation."

Women Veteran’s the VA Wants to see you……..

President George Washington
President George Washington said it best and
yet for all the great things we can say about
America sometimes our actions have been misguided and in some cases wrong. Women have
been serving honorable and with distinction since
the founding of our Nation. Like our male veteran’s we must recognize this and do what we
must to support them and give them the care
they have earned.
The VA is working hard to catch up to the
changing times, women veterans make up 8% of
the veteran population and in Michigan we have
45,000 women veterans. Find out the programs the VA has created just for you.

No Return Postafge Requested.
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A full continuum of comprehensive health care,
including health promotion and disease prevention, primary care, women’s gender-specific health
care, e.g., hormone replacement therapy, breast
and gynecological care, maternity and limited
infertility (excluding In-vitro fertilization), acute
medical/surgical care, telephone, emergency and
substance abuse treatment, mental health, homebound, rehabilitation, and long-term care. VA
researchers at many VA facilities also conduct
medical research on women’s health.
Women veterans contact the American Legion
Veteran Services Office to start your claims
process or enroll in VA Medical benefits. (313)
964-6640

Department of Michigan 2011 Ð 2012

Joint Legion Family Testimonial

State Commander Richard I. Chatman
Auxiliary President Carrie Bowerman
Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville

Saturday, April 14, 2012 - Midland Michigan
Valley Plaza Resort
5121 Bay City Road
Midland, MI, 48642
5:00 p.m.

Tickets $40.00 per person
R.S.V.P. Carrie Bowerman
517.256.4080
Checks made to Carrie Bowerman, 795 N.
Stewart Charlotte, MI 48813, please include
email for receipt confirmation

Consolidated Post Reports

GIVE CREDIT TO YOUR POST
VOLUNTEERS

Time to Tell the World…
The Consolidated Post Report (CPR)
was established in 1975 in order to assist
departments in the documentation of
the various activities a specific post has
done during the twelve-month reporting
period June 1, through May 31. The
Consolidated Post Report may be the
most important document your post
will complete this year. Your post’s information, combined with that of other
posts, is used when the national commander and others testify on Capitol
Hill on behalf of all veterans. Each post
has a story to tell, and when we speak
collectively our strength is magnified.
Recognizing our most valuable
asset, The Legionnaire/Volunteer
The CPR not only gives the
Department and the National
Legislative committee’s information to
pass along to congress, it is also a way to
recognize your volunteers. Last year

What’s Inside

the Department of Michigan won a
national award for the work our volunteers performed. Unfortunately, the
award did not cover all of our volunteers, because only a little more than
50% of the posts submitted a CPR. We
want to recognize all of our volunteers
and the work they do.

The Post did nothing?
Even if your post only did one item
on that report, make it known to the
department. However, I would hope
all posts have at least 2 items checked on
the report. Did your post participate or
conduct a Memorial Day event and/or
Veterans Day event? No matter how
much the post did sending in the report
is critical to our efforts in Lansing and
in Washington, D.C.
Don’t ignore the work your volunteers
are doing for the Post. Submit your
Consolidated Post Report ASAP.
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Eddie W. Brown, State Chaplain
“LOOKING FORWARD TO SPRING”

I don’t want to wish my life away but
I’m really looking forward to spring. It
is a time when every thing feels fresh
and new. When you feel more energized and want to start the warmer
weather off right with spring cleaning and projects around the house. A
time when the turtle dove sings and
baseball begins (Bless you boys). As I’m
writing this however I know that first
we have to get through some pretty
rough winter days ahead.
Lately, it seems that we have had
some pretty bad snow storms in
March. In fact, one of the worse snow
storms I was ever in was at the beginning of March in the Memphis area.
As much as I appreciate the beauty
and pureness of snow, now that I’m
older I don’t like having to shovel it or
the extra time it takes to clean off the
cars to go to work. In March we have
St. Patty’s Day, but I recall a few years

Baseball, Website and History - 23 roxanne@michiganlegion.org
Veterans Service - 12 -

Wednesdays only

Public Relations - 16 mark@michiganlegion.org
Administration - 13 -

kim@michiganlegion.org

Do you have a photo you would like
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to
department attn: Mark Sutton
Please keep the photo at least 200 dpi or
larger. If you are submiting a hard copy
photo, please note photos printed from
home printers cannot be used, nor can
photos clipped from newspapers.
We look for photos showing Legion
caps in action whenever possible.
Interested in placing an ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact
Mark Sutton at: info@michiganlegion.org or by phone at 517-371-4720
ext 16.

(or rent the movie). It is a story of
passion, great sin, murder and in the
end, repentance and restoration. It is
uplifting to know that God loves us
and knows our hearts. If you are sorry
for doing wrong and your repentance
is true, you will be forgiven. And,
“When a king’s face brightens, it
means life; his favor is like a rain cloud
in spring.” Proverbs 16:15. You see,
just as the crops need water to grow
and bear fruit, we need God’s presence
in our lives.
It is good to know that spring will be
here soon. So let’s enjoy and make the
most out of every day that we have,
come rain or snow. And in all things
that we do, “Let us acknowledge the
LORD…(because) As surely as the
sun rises, he will appear; he will come
to us like…the spring rains that water
the earth.” Hosea 6:2-4. God Bless
You All. Chaplin Eddie

Department Nominations
Department
Finance
Officer

Programs, Boys State and Scholarships - 11 deanna@michiganlegion.org

Legion Finance - 17 denise@michiganlegion.org

back we had a blizzard on that day.
Since we are all Irish on that day let’s
celebrate in our own way, but responsibly. I trust it will include prayers for
a bountiful year, good health and
peace.
Historically though, spring meant
other things than the newness of life.
The better weather brought the opening of passes made difficult by winter
and made troop movements much easier. As an example, Second Samuel 11
tells us that, “In the spring, at the time
when kings go off to war, David sent
Joab out with the king’s men and the
whole Israelite army. They destroyed
the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah.
But David remained in Jerusalem.”
Well, perhaps the Dancing Warrior
King should have gone with his troops
because most of us know the story of
his lust and love for Bathsheba. If you
find the time, this is excellent reading

Department
Sergeant-atArms

The 4th District of the American
Legion, Department of Michigan
wishes to place the name of Lyle
Shanks, Post 127 of Dorr, Michigan
in the nomination for the
Department Finance Officer for the
year 2012-2013.
Lyle has held this position during
Lyle Shanks
the current year and we feel that he
has done an excellent job and I more than capable to continue
in the upcoming year.
Thank you for your time and consideration for our candidate.

By an approved motion of the
Sixteenth District Association at a
regularly convened meeting, the
16th District proudly endorses and
supports Michael Buda for the position of Department Sergeant-atArms for the 2012-2013 Legion
year. Mike has been an assistant
Michael Buda
Department Sergeant-at-Arms for 6
years total and has also served the Legion as a State ViceCommander; District Commander, and Post Commander; we
feel that he will be able to serve as the Department Sergeantat-Arms in a credible manner.

Richard Parks
Commander 4th District
Department of Michigan

Joe Callahan
District 16th Commander
Department of Michigan

In God We Trust,

Respectfully,

STATE OFFICERS

State Commander . . . . . . Richard I. Chatman, Detroit

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyle C. Shanks, Dorr

1st Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeremy Bell

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eddie Brown, Southgate

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell

2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tate McLaughlin
3rd Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Striggow

4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Luxford

5th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bruntjens

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rex Lambert, Grand Rapids
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Ernest Berry, Woodhaven

Judge Advocate..Hon. James A. Callahan, Grosse Pointe
National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas G. Holzgen, Grandville

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John H. Skinner, Schoolcraft
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Hafeman, Carney
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian
Membership Director . . . . . . . . Jim Wallace, Pinckney
Public Relations Director. . . . . . . . Mark Sutton, Eaton

Headquarters
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Richard I. Chatman, State Commander

Special Project – Homeless Veterans

My fellow legionnaires I would like to
highlight my special
project for the year,
“Homeless Veterans”.
The U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA)
states the nation’s
homeless veterans are
• Predominantly male
Richard I. Chatman, • Roughly five percent
State Commander are female
• The majority of
them are single
• Come from urban areas
• Suffer from mental illness, alcohol
and/or substance abuse, or co-occurring
disorders.
• About one-third of the adult homeless
population is veterans.
America’s homeless veterans have served
in World War II, the Korean War, Cold War,
Vietnam War, Grenada, Panama, Lebanon,
Afghanistan and Iraq (OEF/OIF), and the
military’s anti-drug cultivation efforts in
South America. Nearly half of homeless

veterans served during the Vietnam era.
Two-thirds served our country for at least
three years, and one-third were stationed in
a war zone.
Roughly 56 percent of all homeless veterans are African American or Hispanic,
despite only accounting for 12.8 percent and
15.4 percent of the U.S. population respectively.
About 1.5 million other veterans, meanwhile, are considered at risk of homelessness
due to poverty, lack of support networks,
and dismal living conditions in overcrowded or substandard housing.
The American Legion coordinates a
Homeless Veterans Task Force (HVTF)
among its 55 departments worldwide. Its
goal is to augment existing homeless veteran providers, including VA's Network
Homeless Coordinators, and the Department
of Labor's Homeless Veterans Reintegration
Program (HVRP).
The Department of Michigan’s Homeless
Task Force coordinator is Craig Tillman. It
is our goal for any Michigan Legionnaire to
be able to assist in some way any homeless

Patrick W. Lafferty, State Adjutant

veteran who requests assistance.
At present our Legion Family is actively
involved and engaged in volunteering their
time, donating materials and money to many
homeless veterans causes state wide. While
this effort is lauded and appreciated, from a
department point of view it could be much
more effective.
We need your help and input…

On the Department of Michigan level we
do not have a list of resources scattered
around the state. We need your help in
establishing a reliable and accurate list of
credible sources that can help homeless veterans. We also want to know what you do on
the Post, District, SAL, Auxiliary, and Rider
level to help homeless veterans. Please contact Craig Tillman or Kim Siedelberg (support@michiganlegion.org – (517) 371-4720).
We want to compile a Consolidated
Department of Michigan Homeless Veterans
Report that reflects the tremendous job our
Legion Family is doing on behalf of our
Homeless Veterans and yes we are going to
brag about it.

Our Mission Legionnaires

• Visit with homeless veteran providers.
• Contact your local city or county office
for a list of providers
• Involve others. If you are not already
part of an organization, align yourself
with a few other people who are interested in attacking this issue.
• Participate in local homeless coalitions. Chances are, there is one in your
community. If not, this could be the
time to bring people together around
this critical need.
• Make a donation to my special project, I collected $550.00 from UP posts
on my recent tour of the UP (Checks
made out to Department of Michigan
TAL – in memo section write
“Homeless Veterans”.
• Contact your elected officials.
Discuss what is being done in your community for homeless veterans.
Please visit:
www.michiganlegion.org/homeless
or more details and information

Service – Teamwork – Dedication

The Michigan Veterans Coalition

The Michigan
Veterans Coalition
(MVC) was formed
in April 2010 as a
direct response to
the increased needs
of Michigan veterans and their families, as well as the
Patrick W. Lafferty new economic realState Adjutant
ities that we all have
become far to accustom to. The MVC is comprised of
the following organizations: The
American Legion (AL), Disabled
American Veterans (DAV), Marine
Corps League (MCL), Military Order
of the Purple Heart (MOPH), and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
As we all learned during our military service, it is sometimes required
to do more with less. In the case of
the MVC, we have actually been able
to do a great deal more. Through
our coordinated outreach efforts, division of labor, and maximization of

resources, the MVC has continued to
provide service to an ever-increasing
number of veterans, dependents, and
their survivors.
As we have had to realign and
redistribute assets and personnel,
some veterans have expressed concern that they do not have access to
a particular resource as much as they
used to, or even not at all. The leadership of the MVC certainly understands the anxiety that is sometimes
felt by a veteran who has historically relied on a particular individual
or Veterans Service Organization
(VSO) for claims assistance. Please
understand that under the MVC’s
teaming agreement, we have essentially formalized the “Courtesy
Claim” process. Any service officer
accredited by an organization within the MVC can assist you in the
field, and then submit that claim on
your behalf to the organization currently holding your power of attorney. Michigan’s County Veteran

Counselors already have a long tradition of working in concert with the
VSOs in this fashion. Please be
patient as we continue to make
adjustments to our scheduling and
the unprecedented demands on those
who serve you every day.
The MVC has also made great
strides on the technology front. Every
professional service officer associated
with the MVC has access to a state of
the art, internet-based case management system called VetraSpec. This
system allows your service officer to
remotely and instantly access information relevant to your claim, and to
update and complete forms required
for the VA claims process.
The MVC also continues to work
closely with the Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs.
Former Senator Jason Allen, a long
time friend to veterans in the State of
Michigan, and leader the Veterans
Affairs Directorate, has continued to
publicly express his pleasure with the

increased level of coordination and
cooperation by Michigan’s VSOs.
He has been receptive to many of
our suggestions related to outreach
efforts and has assured us that
Governor Rick Snyder favorably
views the advances we have made.
As we continue to move forward
with this bold initiative, please know
that we always appreciate your support. The level of selflessness demonstrated for our Department, District
and Post Service Officers is commendable. The dedication to service
displayed by our professional service
officers is both infectious and commendable. Please take any opportunity you have to thank them for their
continued service to our Nation and
its warriors.
Please always remember that the
primary goal of the MVC is to reach
every Michigan Veteran that wishes
assistance with obtaining VA Benefits
for themselves and their families. We
won’t rest until that is a reality!

Membership
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DEPARTMENTS 100%
GOAL IS IN SIGHT

By Jim Wallace,
Membership
Director
I would like to congratulate 54 Post
Commanders, membership directors and
teams that have obtained or surpassed
their 100% membership goal incentive
prior to December 31, 2011. For this
they have received $2.00 per member
and a 100% poster to display at their
post or meetings. They should be very
proud of their accomplishment.
However, that is only 12.5% of the

on your laurels. There are still several thousands of veterans within the
state that are eligible to join the
American Legion. “JUST ASK!”
Membership is similar to your ancestry. Without current and new members
to continue recording your Posts past,
present and future history it will
become ancient history. Let’s all work
toward making this organization an
everlasting historical success.
That 100% goal is in sight and
achievable for the Department
and every Post.
WE CAN DO IT!

District Meetings

1st District
Spring 3/5/12-7PM Joe Louis Post #375
Summer 6/4/12 - 7PM Fred Beaudry
Post #126
2nd District
March 18th 2012 Rose City Post #324
(Jackson)
May 20th 2012* T e c u m s e h Underwood-Orr Post #34 (Tecumseh)
SAL meets at 12:00 pm, Service Officer Training
at 1:00 pm, Legion meets at 2 pm *Memorial
Service starts at 12:30
3rd District
Executive Board Meeting at 11:00 A.M.
Luncheon at 12:00 P.M.
Regular Post and Auxiliary Meetings at 1:00
P.M.
March 4, 2012- Reading Post No. 360
May 6, 2012- Battle Creek Post 298
4th District
March 4th, 2012 Constantine Post 223
May 6th, 2012 Baroda Post 345

5th District
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
March 8th, 2012 Grand Rapids Post
179
May 10th, 2012 Grand Haven Post 28

total posts within the Department of
Michigan. What does it take to inspire
members and posts to work toward a
goal that will return monies to them?
They could use it for legion programs,
helping veterans and families in need,
post activities or the community.
The second and final membership
goal incentive is from January 1, 2012
to March 15, 2012 (American Legion’s
Birthday). If you have already reached
your 100% goal as of this article, congratulations. If not, you still have time.
Your post will receive $.50 (50 cents)
per member and a 100% poster. If
you are not able to obtain 100% until
after March 15, 2012 and prior to the
May 29, 2012 (State Membership Cutoff date) you will receive a 100% poster.

KEY THEME OF THIS ARTICLE
– 100%

As a department of veterans we
understand goals and challenges to
obtain the final result. We all had that
instilled into our training with the
Military Services. The Department
of Michigan is close to reaching or
surpassing that 100% goal. Check our
Membership Gauge and Report. But
it is up to you to make it happen. If
you already have your 100% don’t rest

District 6
Meetings start at 1pm (check minutes for service officer training)
March 11, 2012 Pinckney Post 419
May 6, 2012
Davison Post 267

7th District
March 11th, 2012 Port Huron #8 2pm
May 20th, 2012 Port Huron #8 2pm
Summer Convention
June 2012
8th District
March 4th, 2012 Hubbarston Post 182
May 6th, 2012 Owosso Post 57
District 9th
March 10, 2012 Manistee Post 10

May 12, 2012

Croton Post 381

Schedule remains: Executive Committee Meeting
at Noon; Service Officer info
at 12:30 p.m.; Lunch 1:00 p.m.; General
Membership Meeting at 2:00 p.m.
District 10
March 3, 2012 Mikado Post 254 1 pm
(Lunch at 12 noon)
May 6, 2012 Linwood (Memorial Meeting)
TBA
June 2, 2012
District 11 & 12
June 8 & 9, 2012 White Pine Post #462

District 16
Meeting starts at 7:30pm
* Denotes Service Officer School 6:30PM
** Memorial Service 6:30PM
March 13, 2012 *Southgate Post 478
734-946-5398
April 10, 2012 *Allen Park Post 409
May 8, 2012 Lincoln Park Post 67 Dual
313-388-2088
** Memorial Service & Elections
June 12, 2012 * Garden City 396 313-3812245
District 17
March 21, 2012 Livonia Post 32 7 pm
April 18, 2012 Livonia Post 32 7 pm
May 16, 2012 Memorial Service at 6:30PM
Meeting at Post 32 7 pm
June 6, 2012 Meeting at Post 32 Pre
Convention 7 pm
District 18

March 11th, 2012 Oxford Post 108
May 6th, 2012 Chief Pontiac Post 377
Memorial Service at 1 p.m. Election of
Officers 2 p.m.
June 10, 2012 Clarkston Post 63
District 19
March 11th, 2012 12 p..m. Harbor Springs
Post
TBA
May 2012

AMERICAN LEGION, AUXILIARY & S.A.L
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
JOIN US FOR THE MEMBERSHIP ROUNDUP
MARCH 10-11, 2012

MARCH 10, 2012
0800 hours start at Grand Rapids Furniture
City Post #258, 401 N. Park N.E., Grand
Rapids, MI TX: 616-530-0142. (Breakfast
- $6.00)
Stay time: 45-60 minutes. Leave approx. 0900 hrs.
Travel approx. 2.5 hours to Detroit Joe Louis
Post #375, 19486 Sherwood St. Detroit, MI
TX: 313-366-6904. Arrive
approx. 1130 hrs. (159 miles)
Stay time: 45 minutes. Leave approx. 1215 hrs.

Travel approx. 24 minutes to Auburn Hills
Hill-Gazette Post #143, 96 Churchill Rd.,
Auburn Hills, MI TX: 248-852-4880.
Arrive approx. 1245 hrs. (31miles) (Lunch

– No Charge)
Stay time: 60 minutes. Leave approx 1345 hrs.

Travel approx. 2.5 hrs to St. Helen Post
#416, 10062 Ford Dr., St. Helen, MI TX:
989-389-4630. Arrive approx 1615 hrs.
(151 miles) (Dinner - $6.50)
Stay time: 1-2 hours
Travel ? hr. to Houghton Lake for overnight
stay. (At your own expense) (23 miles)

MARCH 11, 2012
Leave Houghton Lake approx. 0900 hours.

Travel time approx. 5 ? hrs, to Iron Mountain
Uren-Cooper-Johnson Post #50,

916 River Ave, Iron Mountain, MI TX:
906-774-5797. (W/1hr+ lunch,
arrive approx 1545 hrs) (308 miles) (Dinner
- $6.50)

Spend the night in Iron Mountain (at your
own expense) or proceed home at your own
pace.
PLEASE REFUEL AS NEEDED AT
ANY STOP.

Thank you for traveling with the
Department of Michigan American Legion,
Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion
on this very important Family Membership
Roundup.

AUXILIAIRE
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2011 - 2012 Department President, Carrie Bowerman

Events Are Keeping the President Very Busy
Congratulations
to all of you that
have made the Goal
of 70% in membership. This was a
great feeling to be
able to say that
Michigan made it.
We are well on our way to the next
goal and I am hoping that we do just
as well with that. Membership is the
key to success, and I think we will be
very successful this year.
The last two months have been very
busy, first in January with the UP Tour.
What a great time I had with the Ladies
and the Legion family up in the UP. We
started with a quick trip to the
Canadian Branch of the American
legion this was special to me as I have
never been there and with my Son
Dwayne and Sue, and Mary Ann and
Judy and Jerry it was a time to remem-

ber. A special thanks to Jerry Lynch for
being our guide, even though he did
get lost. We will have lots of stories and
memories of our time there. The
Legionnaires in Canada made our short
stay there special. Even with the weather below zero most every morning
throughout the UP, we enjoyed ourselves and appreciate all of the people
that entertained us and came out to visit
with us. The hospitality that we
received in the Upper Peninsula kept
us plenty warm. Special thanks to the
Wagon master Mike and his wife, and
the UP district president Pam and her
husband, both went out of there way
to make it a time to remember. All of
you in the UP treated us special and it
was a time we all will remember.
Thanks again for the fun and the tour
of your posts and what makes your
towns special.
Then we rolled right into February

with the Legislative reception, and then
the Mid- Winter meeting followed up
by a visit to Washington DC and visiting the Capitol. When meeting with the
Legislators, and staffers at Washington
DC, it was our intent to just inform
them that we are watching and hoping
that each of them keeps the veterans
and their families in mind when they
are passing budget cuts and benefit
cuts. This is where all of you Ladies are
the most valuable, writing and talking
to all the representatives that we have
elected and keep the pressure on them
to be as fair and vigilant, keeping in
mind we are watching them as they
vote on veterans issues. This is the best
way to keep the Auxiliary on their
mind, we are a force to be reckoned
with when we band together. Keep up
the good work, with the phone calls
and the letters and mailings and all of
our veterans will benefit from it.

Also it was great to see all of you at
the Mid-Winter meeting. I think that
you will agree it was very informative
and a great time was had by all. I hope
that the Americanism program stays
at the winter meeting and is a continual program where lots of awards can
be given out. Also I would like to thank
those that entered the centerpiece
competition. It was a different way to
raise funds for my special project the
Michigan Creative Arts fund and it was
great to see the people enjoying the
fundraiser. The Girls State auction was
another event that is always a fun time.
I hope you all enjoyed yourself as
much as I did.
I will be visiting a lot of districts in
the months coming up. I hope to meet
some of you there, and to hear all the
good things that you are doing in your
communities.
God bless you all.. President Carrie

Bonnie Olson, Secretary-Treasurer

It’s Award Season—PARTICIPATE!!

“The first and foremost step to accomplishment is showing up.”
SCHOLARSHIPS: Scholarship
applications are on the website
www.michalaux.org Be sure that
you, or encourage your relative, to
apply as soon as possible. The department scholarships are:
1. Girls State Samsung Scholarship: Applicant must
be a high school junior and a direct descendant
of a wartime veteran. Applicant also must have
participated in and completed Girls State.
2. National President’s Scholarship “Educating
Children of Warriors”. For children of veterans.
3. Spirit of Youth Scholarship. Available to Junior
members of the American Legion Auxiliary.
4. Memorial Scholarship. Available to daughters,
granddaughters, and great-granddaughers of veterans. Must be a Michigan resident. Do NOT
have to major in a specific field.
5. Past President’s Parley Medical Career
Scholarship. Applicant must be entering into or
a continuing student of a medical career program
and must be a direct descendant of a veteran.
There are also national scholarships available;
check out the national website:
www.ALAforVeterans.org

UNIT AWARDS: The forms for the annual Unit calling me for their district roster. Also, please do not
Awards have been sent out. National also has PODs send your unit reports to me. If your unit is vying for
which have been explained in previous Auxiliaires a particular award, don’t forget to send in your green
and Unit Mailings. If you need refreshment, go to the sheet to the District Chairman if it is necessary (your
website on the Home Page at the left side under “Unit Guide will be helpful in these circumstances). The
Mailings” and refer to the page 3 of the November Department Guide is also on the website or may be
Unit Mailing. It explains what PODs are, and the purchased for $5.00.
reporting process.
The other mode of reporting is the National form
If your unit is reporting by the Annual Reports, send which is a condensed version. National is ONLY conthe completed committee form to your respective cerned with those items which it needs to report to
District Chairman for that Committee. If your District Congress in terms of veteran donations and veteran
does not have one, send it to the District President. services. It is a one page form. Either way…report
Due to personal reasons, the District 6 and District SOMETHING. Unit Annual Reports and the National
9 Presidents have resigned, and the District 1 Unit Condensed report are all due to the respective
President is undergoing some medical rehabilitation. district committee or president by March 31, 2012.
Therefore, if you are a unit in one of those districts Your unit must have made a donation, or participated
and find it necessary to send your forms to the in a portion of at least one committee program durDistrict President, send it to the District 1st Vice ing the year…if not, maybe your unit needs to rethink
President. In the October Unit Mailing, I sent out to its mission.
EVERY unit their respective District roster. Check
GET UP, SHOW UP….you’re on the way toward
with whoever gets your unit mailing, they should your goals….they’re worth it.
have it. If they don’t, call
me at the depart- AUXILIARY HEADQUARTERS DIRECTORY 517-267-8809
ment…517-267-8809 ext.
21 and I will e-mail or Auxiliary Administration - 21 - info@michalaux.org
send it to you. However, Auxiliary Membership/Girls State - 19 - svandlen@michalaux.org
CHECK FIRST, I would Auxiliary Poppies/Scholarships/Bookkeeping - 22 - lknott@michalaux.org
rather not have 282 units
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ELLEN JACKSON ENDORSED AS HISTORIAN
At a regular scheduled
meeting of the American
Legion Auxiliary, 18th
District and Walter Fraser
Unit 108, Ellen Jackson was
endorsed for the office of
Department Historian for the
year 2012-13.
At the Department level, Ellen is presently serving as the Americanism Chairman and has previously served on the Americanism and
Community Service Committees.

At the District level Ellen has held the following offices: President, 1st and 2nd Vice President,
Chaplain and Historian, and is currently acting
Sgt-At-arms. She has held many chairmanships
including Girls State and Past President’s Parley.
At the Unit level, she has dutifully held the
office of President, 1st and 2nd Vice President and
Sgt-At-Arms, and currently holds the office of
Chaplain. She served as chairman of VA&R,
Americanism, Community Service, Membership,
Past President’s Parley, Girls State, and Education.
Ellen is a dedicated, active Auxiliary member

SUSAN VERVILLE ENDORSED AS
DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN
At the regularly scheduled meeting of Alfred
Branchini Unit #17 held on
October 11, 2011 and the
Upper Peninsula Association
of Auxiliaries district meeting
held on October 22, 2011, Susan (Mrs. Dwaine)
Verville was endorsed for the office of Department
Chaplain for 2012-2013.
Susan (Sue) became eligible for membership
in the American Legion Auxiliary through the
service of her father George Rymkos, who served
in the US Navy in WWII. Sue has been an active
member for 25 years.
On the Unit level, she has held the offices of
unit President (12 years), Secretary (4 years), and
Historian (2 years). She has been chairman of
many committees for the Unit. Chairmanships as
follows: Jr. Activities, Girls State, Constitution &
By-Laws, Americanism, Legislative, National
Security, Publications and Public Relations, VA&R,
Leadership, Community Service, Education,

Children & Youth and Auxiliary Emergency Fund.
On the District level, she has served as the
Upper Peninsula Association of Auxiliaries District
President (2 yrs), 1st Vice (2 yrs), 2nd Vice (2
yrs), Chaplain (1 yr), and Historian (2 yrs). She has
been chairman for the following committees:
Americanism, National Security, Legislative,
Leadership, Constitution & Bylaws (6 yrs), Girls
State (10 yrs), Girls State Bus (12 yrs), and
Children & Youth (2 yrs).
On the Department Level, Sue has served as
Chairman for Citizens Flag Alliance (1 yr), Upper
Northern Area Membership Chairman (3 yrs),
Auxiliary Emergency Fund Chairman (1 yr),
Legislative Committee member (1 yr), Children
& Youth Chairman (3 yrs), and Department
Historian (1 yr).
We ask for your support of our candidate for
Department Chaplain for the year 2012-2013.
Penny McPherson
Unit #17 1st Vice President

Julie Rumcrim
Unit #17 Secretary

Pamela Lajewski-Pearson Krystal Oberle
UPAA 1st Vice President
UPAA President

SAL Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville; Department Commander
Richard Chatman; Department President Carrie Bowerman; and
Honorary Junior President Chelsea Kovacs at the Cedar Springs Post
287 Early Bird Dinner.

Department President Carrie Bowerman presenting the staff at
Flagstar Bank, Lansing-Saginaw Ave. Branch a certificate in recognition of flying the most flag cards during the “Fly-a-Flag” donation drive.

who joined under her deceased father, a Korean
War Veteran. She is committed to serving the
Veterans and their families and has shown her loyalty over a 14-year period of unselfish giving.
Ellen’s husband, Carnie Jackson, served as
Department Commander for the year 2009-2010.
It is with great pleasure that the 18th District
ask for your support of Ellen for the office of
Department Historian, 2012-13.
Janice Rollin
President, 18th District

Brenda Dees
Secretary, 18th District

Nancy L. Knox, Department Chaplain

“The Time is
Now”
The “Time is Now” to visit
those members that cannot get to
a meeting due to their health,
finance reasons, or other problems they may
be facing. Remember these members are just as
important to our Units as those who are active.
We cannot forget these members; they are the
backbone of our membership. They continually pay their dues every year. Just when we get
comfortable with their dues coming in is when
they suddenly they don’t pay. Remember to
keep them in the loop what is happening in
your Unit so they don’t feel left out in the cold.
The holiday seasons has just passed, go visit
these members and make them feel that they are
still wanted and a part of your unit.
Have you ever felt forsaken, forgotten, or overlooked? Have you ever had your closest friends,
and even family, let you down? This could be
how our members feel, remember God speaks
this unalterable, unmistakable promise: even if
your own mother were to turn against you, or forget you, yet He will never forget you. What a
comfort to hear these words from our heavenly
Father! Though circumstances may deteriorate,
though fathers may disappoint, though friends
may forsake, God will never let you go. He is a
perfect, protective parent.
There is no trial that faces you, no temptation
that overtakes you, no problems that afflicts you
without God’s loving hand embracing you. Fall
into His ever-present, compassionate embrace
today and rest in the fact that He will never
leave you or forsake you. Let our inactive members know that this is exactly how we feel about
them.
Thoughts for you: Our desire is to show the
very “Thoughts from God” to be relevant in
your life and today’s world.
I told the Lord I wouldn’t witness
I had never let anybody push anything on me
and I wasn’t going to push anything on others.
But the Lord taught me
that we talk about what’s on our minds
and what’s on our hearts

RESULTS FROM JAN/FEB
WHAT YOU

THOUGHT……

Total Responses: 118
Legion License Plate: 65 Yes 53 No 12 Option 1 21 Option 2
Flag Amendment: 91 Support 27 Do not Support
Women in Combat: 68 Support 50 Do not Support

The American Legion
Celebrates its 93rd Birthday
March 17th, 2012

March 7th, 1919 the Stars and Stripes newspaper carried a front
page announcement.. “Veterans of A.E.F. in Liberty League”
will hold a “Conference on Organization….In Paris Beginning
the 15th “

March 17th, 1919 – The first caucus adjourned at 5:27 p.m.
With haste and heart, the spirited gathering of citizen-soldiers had launched a vessel of new design.

March 28th, 1919 Stars and Stripes – “The A.E.F- doughboy,
colonel, and general working together – organized the American
Legion this month as its postwar association.
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS+

BOYS STATE

We will be approaching spring of 2012 in the very
near future. It is now time to increase our efforts
to make Boys State numbers bigger this year. We
had 268 boys last year and I would like to have at
least 300 this year. There were 217 boys in the very
first Boys State class in Illinois when it all began in
1935. A few years later, Michigan had 838 boys
in their first class. This year in Michigan, we are
celebrating our 75th the Boys State anniversary.
This anniversary is a good reason to really push for
a larger class in 2012.
We had a lot of positive reaction to our program
in the second Legion district. Many schools have
been contacted by myself and committee members
and there seems to be a lot of interest in the Boys
State program. I have visited several Legion Posts
and have made presentations to the membership.
Hopefully, these contacts will result in scholarships to send boys to the Boys State program June
17-23, 2012 at Northwood University in Midland
Michigan.
We are planning to have past national commander Bob Turner at our opening ceremony.
Mr.Turner assists in hosting the Boys State
International Directors Conference held in
Indianapolis, IN. and also the International Boys

Nation Program in Washington, DC. It is indeed
an honor to have him visit our Boys State Program
in Michigan and to share his expertise/experiences of the Boys State Programs.
Boys State has been the American Legion's best
kept secret. Not enough of our Legion members
know much about the Boys State program and
what it actually accomplishes. One of the best
ways to learn more about this program is to invite
a recent Boys State graduate to an event at your
post. The Boys State committee would be happy
to arrange a visit to your post and provide this information. For more information and resources to promote Boys State visit www.legion.org/boysnation/resources , or call Deanna Clark at
Department HQ (517) 371-4720.
Please feel free to give me a call (734) 482-1920
and come up for a day visit in Midland during June,
to see this great program in action yourself. Lunch
will be on us!
Thank you,

Nelson O'Bryan
Director
Michigan Boys State

CHECK OUT WWW.MICHIGANLEGION.ORG/UPDATES

APRIL IS C & Y MONTH
CHILDREN
By Ron Geiger, Children
& Youth Department
Chairman
April is Children & Youth
month. Annually, Posts are
asked to set aside April to conduct a special activity which
places emphasis on the
Children & Youth program and
informs our members and the
community of the American
Legion's accomplishments on
behalf of young people. There
are many ways a Post can
observe "April is Children &
Youth month". The following
are just a few suggestions;
Sponsor a community project
for or with children, such as, a
talent show featuring young
people to raise money for specific community projects, or,
you could organize youth panels to discuss teenage problems

& YOUTH

in your communities, or, organize visits to children's hospitals.
A special brochure highlighting April as Children &
Youth month is available for
download in the Children &
Youth section at www.legion.org
(Click Media, then Publications)
If Posts participate in any of
the above programs, or any program involving Children &
Youth, be sure to report it in the
Consolidated Post Report along
with everything else you have
done throughout the year. Our
National Commander is asking for 75% of Posts in each
Department to submit their
Consolidated Post Reports by
the deadline. Let's make this
happen! As a team we can do
that! Remember our core purpose: A square deal for every
child.

19TH DISTRICT NEWS

Joe Renis, 19th District Commander
I am half way in my visits to the Posts in
my District. If I haven’t been to your Post
yet, it is because of my work schedule or the
weather. I will visit you! I am impressed
by the Posts I have visited. Each one is different, but with that each one has its
strengths and weaknesses. In saying that
with your strengths, you are all focused on
veterans and in donating to the bettering of
programs in your area and those sponsored
by The American Legion. In helping with
your weaknesses, I suggest coming to the
District meetings, networking with Posts
that have great ideas and programs in place
as well as getting information that can be

used by your Post. Electronic communication is becoming the norm so a lot of
the information is via the internet. We
have geeks (sorry Brian) that can help with
that in our District…talk to them at the
District meetings or contact me and I can
get you in touch with them. In my observations, the Posts that participate fully by
broadening their informational horizons
past their Posts are the more vibrant and
successful Posts. Again, as I have said in my
letter to the Commanders, I am here to
help! The District meetings are a good
start. The next one will be March 11th in
Harbor Springs. Please plan to be there. I’ll
be looking forward to seeing you.
Need Supplies?

National Emblem Sales

www.emblem.legion.org
888-453-4466
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Working together for Veterans: American Legion Post 44 in Marquette
wants to thank all of the organizations, VFW and Auxiliaries, DAV
Chapter 22 and Auxiliary, the Marine Corps League, Elks and Knights
of Columbus, VVA Chapter 380, and the business , banks and credit unions who all raised money for the purchase of a SPA Bed for
physical therapy department of the D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans.
In Pic: Tom McCarthy (Standing) and Ron Heikkila (laying down)

Post Adjutant Ford was presented the flag to fly over
Post #138 in White Pigeon Michigan, the flag was
given to John Appuhn son of Maurice Appuhn from VFW
Post 1114 Evansville Indian.

Veterans remember 9-11: The 9-11 memorial event at the West
Michigan Healing Field at Cannonsburg Ski Lodge included 3200 U.S.
Flags. Pictured (L-R) Garnet Lain, Harold Huist, Lyle Shanks, and Lewis
Koster.

American Legion Post 57 in Owosso, Michigan suffered
fire damage on December 10, 2011. No one injured in
the fire

Veterans Day in Wolverine, Michigan members of Post 122 and the ladies Auxiliary rededicated and laid a wreath at the War Memorial in Silver Lake Cemetery. The memorial is a dedication to the veterans of the G.A.R, the Spanish-American War, the Great War, the Women’s
Relief Corps, and the Auxiliary to the G.A.R.

The Legislative Reception held Wednesday
Feb 8th, 2012 at the Lansing Center River Side
Pub, gave an opportunity to discuss the legislative issues facing veterans in the State of
Michigan. Pictured: Alternate National
Executive Committee John Skinner talks to
Rep. Mike Callton from the 87th District and
member of the Dept of Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee.

William Mellgren, seated at left, and Clyde Devine, both residents
of the Oscar G. Johnson, Veterans Administration Medical Center
in Iron Mountain, were each presented with a gift of money from
the American Legion Department of Michigan. Each veteran at the
medical facility received a gift. Making the presentations are: standing from left, Raymond Hamm, Marine Corps League, Detachment
1239 representative; Art Mitchell, Uren-Cooper Johnson American
Legion Post 50 of Iron Mountain and American Legion representative at the Iron Mountain VA; and Frank Rodman, FlorianoStecker American Legion Post 340 of Hermansville and deputy representative.

Members of Vietnam Veterans Chapter 133 donated $10,000.00 to Wilwin CEO Carnie Jackson

SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY
QUILTS FOR
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HOMELESS AMERICAN VETERANS

L /R: Beverly Cox, Carol Livingston, Renee Savage, Fran Butler, and Master Sergeant Thomas
Baggs

A day of great fishing

“Tight Lines for
Troops”

Do you know a
WWII or disabled
veteran who could use
a day on the lake? A
veteran who might
need a day of fun,
who maybe suffering
from the “Invisible Wounds”?
NOTE: If the veteran does not
think they can afford to go, contact
them they have scholarships.
The 3rd Annual Veterans Charity
Trout Fishing Tournament – Manistee
Army National Guard Armory ,
Manistee, Michigan; Mandatory
Captains Meeting is May 18th,
Tournament, BBQ , Classic Car Show,
River Walk, and Awards Banquet is
Saturday, May 19th. The car show
and weigh-in show are “Open to the
Public” from 12 noon to 3:00 pm.
Please visit www.tightlinesfor
troops.com for Registration and
Sponsorship Forms and more information.
In honor of Team Army’s victory
in the Governor’s Cup competition
with the other branches, the third version of the Tight Lines coin will be
done in the old fashion olive drab colors. Read more about “Tight Lines”
and the other upcoming Veterans
events in the Troops Activities area at
www.biami.org under the events section.

MSGT Thomas Baggs, US Army
retired with 23 years of highly decorated service and the oldest active
member of the Deal-Ridgeway
American Legion Post #289 of
Williamsburg, Michigan, presents a
$500 check to the Sewority Sisters
at Renee's House of Quilting to continue their work providing quilts to
homeless American Veterans.
Sewority Sisters' work with homeless
American Veterans and have completed 16 quilts for our veterans and
are currently working on two additional quilts. Their work is completely funded by contributions and
all of the Sewority Sisters are volunteers. Fran Butler/Sewority Sisters
c/o Renee's House of Quilting, 8995
M72 East, Williamsburg, Michigan
49690

Legionnaire Mailing Labels

Watch for your 2012 return mailing labels
in the mail soon.

Veterans’ Service
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Post Service Officer
Certification Testing 2012!

By James C. “Jimmy” Topps. Director

Greeting legionnaires, I just want to let all Michigan Legion
Posts that we have sent out the Post Service Officers
Correspondence Course and test. We sent these directly to the
Post Service Officer that the Department had listed on each Post
Officers List that was to be sent into Department. If the Post
Adjutant sent in the correct listing of each of their Officer for the
2012 year then the test was sent to the Post Service Officer that
they had listed on their sheets.
We have gotten some 12 of this Correspondence test back stating that the individual has moved and it cannot be forwarded. So
we need to know how many Post Service Officers.

DID NOT GET THE CORRESPONDANCE COURSE?

If you did not please contact our DETROIT OFFICE @
(313)964-6640 identify yourself as a Post Service Officer; we will
need your Name, Address, Phone Number so that we can assure
you are added to our Department Post Service Officers List. We
will then send you a copy of the Correspondence Course and Test
to complete and get sent back to our Detroit Office.
We are now in the process of getting each of the Post Service
Officers Certification Cards completed and sent back to you.
This well take some time to complete so please be patient.
POST SERVICE OFFICERS REPORTS

When we sent out the Correspondence Course we also sent a
blank copy of the Department Post Service Officer report to
you! We also sent a self-addressed envelope with this mailing so
that you could complete the report and send it to Mr. Raymond
Moore our State VA&R Chairman, I hope that you have all
completed these reports and sent them off. We had to send them
to Ray due to the fact the Department did not have a listing for
our 16 District Service Officers so we were unable to have them
sent to the District as we had no one’s names or address to send
them to! I’m hoping that next year our District Commanders will
supply a list of all of their District Officers to include their District
Service Officer to the Department Headquarters so this information is available to the VA&R Division.
Please remember that these reports are very important to the
American Legion Department of Michigan VA&R Division.
With the State mandating our funding we must now more than
ever be able to show our State Legislators what every Post in
Michigan is doing for our Veterans, their families and their
Communities.
If you have any questions or have not received one of these
reports, please contact our DETROIT OFFICE – 313-964-6640
and one will be sent you immediately.
Remember that all Service Officers awards will be presented
at our State Convention to be held in June in Kalamazoo.
Update on Agent Orange - shiplisting as of Jan. 2012
www.michiganlegion.org/veteranservices

American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan veterans and their families. They can assist
with claims preparation, presentation, and appeal counsel in veterans’ benefits, services, and activities.
Detroit Office
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building,
Rm. 1210
477 Michigan Ave., Detroit, MI 48226
Monday – Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Phone: 313-964-6640 or 6641 or 6642 Fax: 313-964-5697 Email: toppsjamesc@yahoo.com

James C. Topps, VA&R State Director - james.topps@va.gov
Robert Rasche, Veterans Service Officer - robert.rasche@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Veterans Service Officer - tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Veterans Service Officer - lannie.thomas@va.gov
Suzette Price, Veterans Service Officer - suzette.price@va.gov
Christopher Smirnes, Veteran Service Officer – Christopher.smirnes@va.gov

Field Veterans Service
James Topps - Director
Branch County OVA – 570 Marshall Rd.-Coldwater - 1st Friday 1 pm-4 pm
Cass County OVA – 120 N. Broadway, Suite 215, Cassopolis – 1st Friday 8am-12 pm
Hillsdale County OVA – 61 McCullum, Rm 200 –Hillsdale – 2nd Friday 9am to 12:30 pm
Lenawee County OVA – 1040 S. Winter St. Ste 2023, Adrian – 3rd Friday 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Monroe County OVA – 29 Washington St. 3rd Floor, Monroe – 3rd Friday 9 am to 1 pm
St. Joseph County OVA – 612 E. Main – Centerville – 4th Friday 9 am to 1 pm

Robert Rasche –
Genesee County Office of Veterans Affairs – Flint, MI
810-257-3068/Mondays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm robert.rasche@va.gov
VAMC Saginaw, 1500 Weiss Street, Saginaw, MI 48602 Tuesday 8am to 4pm
John D. Dingell VA Medical Center on Wednesdays 8:00 am - 4:00 pm - room 3401- Red Section - 313-576-3506
robert.rasche@va.gov
Tommy Simpkins, Veterans Service Officer Cell Phone 269-330-6539 – simpkinst@michiganlegion.org
Holland AL Post 6, 10820 Paw Paw Dr, Holland, MI 49242 3rd Wednesday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Kalamazoo County OVA, 3299 Gull Rd, Kalamazoo, MI 49074 1st Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Grand Rapids VA CBOC, 3019 Coit Street. N.E. , Grand Rapids, MI 49505 Tues & Thurs 9 am to 4:30 pm
AL Post 554, 2560 Northland Drive, Morley, MI 49336, 2nd Wednesday 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Muskegon County OVA, 165 Apple Ave. Suite 201, Muskegon, MI 49442 Monday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
AL Post 381, 6812 Corton Hardy Drive, Newaygo, MI 49349 2nd Wednesday 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
AL Post 28, 700 South Haven Drive, Grand Haven, MI 49417 3rd Wednesday, 1:30 pm – 4 pm
VAMC Saginaw, 1500 Weiss Street, Saginaw, MI 48602 Friday’s 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
South Haven AL Post 49, 129 Michigan Ave. South, South Haven, MI 49090, 4th Friday 9:30 am to 1 pm

Patrick J. Kline, Veterans Service Officer Cell Phone 989-280-3009 – pjkline@michiganlegion.org
Kalkaska Co OVA – 890 Island Lake Road - Room 8 - 1st Monday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Cadillac CBOC - 1909 North Mitchell Street - 1st & 4th .Tuesdays - 989-497-2500 x 15701 - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Cheyboygan Co OVA - 870 South Main Street - Room 122 – 1st Friday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Gaylord VA CBOC – 806 S. Otsego - 2nd Monday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Clare VA CBOC – 11775 N. Isabella Rd – 2nd& 4th Wednesday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Grand Traverse Co OVA - 3271 Raquet Club Drive – 2nd & 4th Thursday Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 PM
Alpena VA CBOC – 180 N. State Street – 2nd Friday Each Month – 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Oscoda VA CBOC - 5671 Skeel Ave – Suite 4 – 1st Thursday Each Month 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
3rd Monday Each Month – Grayling Crawford – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
3rd Tuesday Each Month – Manistee Post 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
3rd Tuesday Each Month – Benzie Post –1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday Each Month – Bay City OVA – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
3rd Thursday Each Month – Gladwin OVA – 555 West Cedar Ave - 9:00 am to 12 pm
3rd Thursday Each Month – Standish Post 104– 1pm to 4 pm
3rd Friday Each Month – Alpena VA OPC - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
3rd Friday Each Month – Prequeisle OVA – 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm
Charlevoix County Office of Veteran Affairs - 301 State Street - 4th Monday - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Roscommon Co. Office of Veterans Affairs - 500 Lake Street - 2nd Tuesday Each Month – 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Emmett Co Office of Veterans Affairs - 200 Division St, Petoskey - 2nd & 4th Friday - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Phillip “Phil” McCaskey, Cell Phone 269-330-6543 – p_mccaskey@yahoo.com
Ann Arbor VA Medical Center – Room B-156 First Floor Every Monday and Thursday Each Week
8:30 am to 4:00 pm - 734-845-5924 PLEASE NOTE YOU MUST CALL THE AA VAMC OFFICE NUMBER CELL
PHONE WILL NOT WORK IN THIS LOCATION
Jackson County Office of Veterans Affairs - 1714 Lansing Ave - Room 252 – Every Tuesday – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Lansing Headquarters Office – 212 N. Verlinden Ave Every Wednesday Each Week
9:00 am to 4:00 pm - 517-371-4720 extension 12 or Cell 269-330-6543
Battle Creek VA Medical Center – Every Friday – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Building 2 – Cell Phone 269-330-6543

Please Call to Assure Times and Locations
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

www.michalaux.org | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | March 2012 | 11

Give a Gift of Time
Judy Lynch, Past President Parley Chairman
Our medical scholarships are one of the most
outstanding contributions of our program. As you
are aware there is an extreme shortage of medical
professionals across the nation. Many of our VA
Hospitals have had to curtail services due to shortage of staff. We encourage students to pursue a
career in ANY medical field and will provide
financial assistance to as many as possible. These
applications must be to Department Chairman
by April 15, 2012 so that the Committee will have
time to review the applications and awards scholarships.
The Past President Parley has three main areas
of focus, Medical Career Scholarships, Member of
the Year, and Recognizing and Awarding Female
Veterans for their service.
We need to also recognize female veterans that
members of our organization. There are so many
wonderful veterans who are members of our organization who, after giving of themselves during
their active military service continue to go on
working and volunteering in our communities.
They are still giving of themselves and they need
to be recognized and rewarded. Recognize
female veterans during you regular meetings and
special events. Ask them to join your Unit through
their tour of service to our Country.
Every Unit has a member who goes above and
beyond the call of duty….she organizes events, is
the first to volunteer to chair the parties for our kids
or thinks up the great project to honor our veterans…………..have you written her up for the
MEMBER OF THE YEAR? These entries are due
to Department Past President Parley Chairman by
April 15, 2012. The three areas of awards are:
1. Past President Parley medical scholarships.
2. Salute to Service Woman.
3. Unit member of the Year

History Making Memories The Gift of Time
By Sue Verville
Department Historian
Our HISTORY is our memories and our GIFT OF
TIME. What better way is there then keeping a history of what we have done, where we have been,
when it was done and who was there with us.
Unless we as Historians do our job, the WHO,
WHAT, WHERE and WHEN will soon be forgotten
and never passed on to our future members. Only
by doing our job as Historian, can we make our
memories our gift of time for others to share.
One way of sharing our events over the years is
with Cavalcade of Memories. Having a special
place for our memorabilia, our scrap books, our
written history and our awards will help others to
see what we are about. This is a great way to store
our memories and preserve our GIFT OF TIME.
Remember our Juniors, help them with a place for
their history memorabilia also. Our Junior members
can help promote the Veterans History Project. Help
them with interviewing a veteran and placing it in

the Library of Congress. Check the website at www:
loc.gov/vets/kits for more information.
One way of keeping our memories is with a narrative. Narrative histories are a written record of
what your Unit or District has done over this year.
Such as meetings, fund raisers, dinners and events
the Unit participated in . Please READ your guide
carefully when writing your narrative or doing the
scrapbook. The scrap book is a type of history
with pictures, letters, news clippings and correspondence the Unit or District has received. All of
these things need to be in order of how they happened. Starting from the day your Unit or District
officers were installed, till the end of the year. Be
sure to follow the guide and adhere to the deadlines
when submitting your written history.
Only by working with and for our Veterans, their
families, our communities and our members in
keeping a history we will be able to save the memories of the GIFT OF TIME and HONORING
THOSE YOU HAVED SERVED.

TIME FOR ACTION-REPORT TIME NEARS
Suzanne M Knapp, Community Service
Chairman
Report time is just around the corner. Time to
collect all those things that your Unit has done
under Community Service and make a list before
you start to complete those report forms and that
way nothing will be missed. Think back, how
many times has your Unit forgotten to put something on the annual report form. Think about your
accomplishments before you start filling in those
report forms so that nothing is missed.
Random Acts of Kindness week is February 1319, 2012 followed by National and Global Youth
Service Week, April 15-21, National Volunteer
Week, April 15-21 and National AmeriCorps
Week, May 2012.
Check you guides for all of the Awards that are

available for your Unit to apply for. Be sure that
it has the required "green slip" attached before the
entry is sent on to me. Adhere to the deadline
dates for each entry.
The Volunteer applications for both Junior and
senior entries were in your guide. All of your
department Awards were also in your guides. In
both classes you need to complete the application along with narrative of 300-500 words typed
or handwritten by the volunteer explaining the
project and her involvement. I will need to have
those completed applications by May 15 in order
for me to get them to the National Chairman in
her time frame. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.
The committee and I are here to serve you. So
if you have questions, please feel free to contact
either of us for assistance.

Our National Leadership

Craig Tillman, a Legionaire from the 16th; Guest Speaker Master Sergeant Jeff Rector; Department
Commander Dick Chatman and Department President Carrie Bowerman at the Americanism Dinner.

Pictured: ALA National Secretary Dubbie Buckler; National Commander Fang Wong; National ALA President
Kris Nelson; and National SAL Commander James Roberts.
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Michigan Girls State 2012

By Brenda J. Dees, Girls State
Chairman
The 72nd Girls State session will
be held from June 17 - June 23,
2012 at Michigan State University.
Registration will be held on Sunday
the 17th from 9:00 am to 11:00 am
in Holden Hall.
If you have yet to choose a delegate, please do so now! Your Girls
State committee is in full swing coordinating the 2012 session, and we
need to know how many girls we
will have attending.
When talking to your delegates,
let them know this will be their only
chance to attend the Girls State program. Please make sure she is committed to attending the full session.
There is a sample letter on our web
site to have the delegate and parents
sign to ensure that if they cancel at
the last minute, they are responsible
for the Reservation Fee back to the
Sponsoring Unit. Delegates MUST
complete the full session to receive
their certificate of completion and
the college credits. I continue to
hear how our Girls State program

has changed the lives of former delegates, because this is such an awesome program.
I would also like you to encourage your delegate to attend a District
orientation. We find that the girls
who attended an orientation know
more of what to expect and are able
to ask needed questions at the orientation. It is important you keep in
constant contact with your delegate.
Make sure she has your telephone
number, so if she has questions or
concerns, she is able to reach you.
This way, she also should know who
her sponsor is.
Contact your local women's business groups, Rotary, Lions Club and
etc. These organizations have scholarship monies available, but are not
aware of our Girls State program. If
you are unable to find a delegate for
your Unit or District, let Sandy know
at Department Headquarters, as
there are many girls wanting to
attend.
If you have any questions, please
contact the Girls State chairman or
any Girls State Board member.

LEADERSHIP SCHOOLS OFFER
TOOLS AND KNOWLEDGE
Rysta Brown,
Leadership Committee Chairman
We have been blessed to have had
eight leadership schools at as many
different locations all across the state
this year. This allowed more than
60 Auxiliary members to attend
classes along with the Legion and
the Sons. They received certificates
of completion and hopefully walked
away with tools and knowledge that
will make them better leaders. If
they in turn take this information
back to their Units, it will help all
that they share it with to develop
more leadership skills.
I would like to thank Carrie
Bowerman, Brenda Dees, Donna
Fuelling, Sue Verville, Pat Laine and
Linda Dick. These ladies provided a
history of the Auxiliary and
answered questions pertaining to
our programs. They exemplified
Leadership and showed professionalism while providing valuable information and tips to aid those in attendance to hone their leadership skills.
I would also like to recognize the

Legion instructors. They covered all
aspects of leadership and allowed
participation from everyone in attendance. I believe that everyone
walked away with something that
will help them at all levels of their
organization. At the school in
Gaylord on January 15, Brett Holt,
Ron Runyan and Bud Hasbarger
conducted themselves with confidence and took pride in sharing
their knowledge with all participants.
And of course, let’s not forget
about the Sons of the Legion that
shared information about their programs. Thanks to Dwaine Verville
and Greg Price.
If I have forgotten anyone, please
accept my apology in advance and
thank you all that you have done to
help make these classes a success.
These schools were a family affair,
the American Legion family. I feel
that we need to continue having
these Leadership Schools in order to
prepare our future leaders with tools
to make our organization substantial
with the national organization.

2012 Americanism Newsletter
Ellen Jackson, Americanism Chairman
Every one of us has several things
in common ... One -we are patriotic
.Two -we promote American ideals
in our daily lives ... and Three -we
think we know what "Americanism" is.
To the latter point, I venture to say that
each of us would give a somewhat different interpretation of Americanism,
and that is the beauty of the word.
Those varied interpretations derive
from the fact that Americanism is
more than a word ... it is a concept
and therefore open to interpretation.
No matter what specific description
anyone of us may give, Americanism
is a personal, loving reaction to the
mandate of individual freedom as
codified by our forefathers in the
Declaration of Independence, the Bill
of Rights, and in the United States
Constitution.
Americanism is an elusive term and
its expression is as varied as the faces
of our citizens. Is Americanism merely the act of flying the American flag
... is it seeing a tear stream down
one's face while saluting the flag ... is
it taking up arms to defend our freedoms ... is it taking every opportunity to promote freedom of expression?
---It is all these and more. It is whatever personal act one does to show
respect, love, and support for our freedoms which are so denied to so many
in the world.
Any action that promotes a respect
and love of our nation's freedoms
qualifies as Americanism. Again ... as
simple as flying the flag ... as simple
as saluting the flag ... as simple as
shedding a patriotic tear when appropriate.
But, beyond these obvious acts
directed toward the symbol of our
freedoms, the American flag, there
are so many other ways to promote
Americanism.
Every gesture of kindness and
respect shown to another in our daily
lives is Americanism. Every donation,
whether monetary or a labor of love,

in support of freedom, is
Americanism. And, yes, even taking
up arms when necessary to defend
freedom is Americanism.
Every veteran knows sacrifice to
some degree in defense of freedom ...
in defense of America. To each of you,
thank you. Likewise, always bear in
mind that for every troop, every veteran, there is an American citizen
donating, volunteering, and supporting America's freedoms on the home
front.
We are perhaps a strange nation ...
One that has been called "The Grand
Experiment". That experiment founded on one's fundamental right to freedom, is perpetual and is as poignant
today as when first put forward more
than 200 years ago.
Like any experiment, however,
there have been challenges ... there
have been setbacks ... there have been
readjustments. But, never has the
basic premise been discarded.
Because of that fact, America remains
a true symbol of freedom. Because of
that fact it will always be so. Why? ...
Because no one can defeat a principle. Americanism is an instinctive,
unquenchable human "feeling" to be
free no matter in what the cost. We
must actually personally and collectively promise to continue to tell freedom's story to all ... young and old
alike ... and to act on its behalf. So,
whether you fly the flag ... whether
you salute the flag ... whether you
shed a patriotic tear. .. whether you
volunteer or donate to help another
person ... its all the same ... It's
Americanism. And, it will not go away
as long as there's people like you and
me to demonstrate and defend its
principle.
Please remember to enter the essays
presented at the Fall Conference
National's and Department's and also
don't forget your reports are also due
to your Districts by March 30th and
Districts are due to the Department
Chairman by April 15th.

On November 19, the American Legion Auxiliary, Glen Hill Unit 287 Auxiliary Juniors hosted an overnight
event, where Juniors from around the state gathered for fun activities and worked on Americanism projects. Some of the projects were flag etiquette and making things to send to the troops. Our honorary
state Junior President Chelsie Kovacs was in attendance and was given $67.00 towards her Elmobility
Project. They were also honored to have the state Department President Carrie Bowerman, along with
other Department members, join them for the activities and fellowship.
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REPORT BY THE BOARD OF MANAGERS
Willard “Bill” Coffey PDC and
F. Gerrit Veldman PDC

MICHIGAN STATE VETERANS HOMES

The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans was created by Public Act 152 of 1895 (The Old Soldiers
Home) to care for the homeless and indigent Civil
War Veterans. The Statute created the Board of
Managers and gave them certain regulatory and
Governance authority regarding admissions and
member affairs at the Home. The Board of
Managers is appointed by the Governor with the
advice and consent of the Senate. Each serves a six
(6) year term and can be reappointed. The original
statute was amended to provide for two (2) Board
Members from The American Legion; two (2) Board
Members from the Veterans of Foreign Wars; one (1)
Member from the Disabled War Veterans; one (1)
Member from the AMVETS and one Member to
represent the other veteran organizations (to be
known as an Independent) They represent all
Michigan veterans in both advisory and advocacy
roles.
During the 1980”s, the veterans in the Upper
Peninsula lobbied for an extension of the veterans
home in the U.P. Under the leadership of “Kenny”
Kent, the old St. Mary’s Hospital in Marquette was
purchased and converted into what is now known as
the D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans.
The Board of Managers, employees,
Administrators and the annual budget are currently under the umbrella of the Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs commanded by MG Greg

Vadnais, the Adjutant General of Michigan. General
Vadnais was appointed by Governor Rick Snyder in
January 2011. The Deputy Director for Veterans
Affairs is retired State Senator Jason Allen from
Traverse City.
The Board of Managers and the two (2) State
Home Administrators has been challenged to develop a long range mission and to project a major capital outlay for the future of the Residents (Veterans)
of our Homes. The economy of the State is causing the operating budgets of the Homes to be diminished and the challenge is to cut down to bare operational costs without endangering the Quality of
Care our residents are entitled to. The Board is taking this very seriously and is endeavoring to respond
to the challenge. The Deputy Director is allowing
the Board to play a major role in the issue at hand.
The original statute was amended once again with
the passage of SB-799 signed by Governor Snyder
with an effective date of 1 January 2012. The
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
will be reduced to one (1) representative each and one
(1) from the Disabled War Veterans. The Governor
will appoint the remaining four (4) members as independents. It is our understanding that each manager
will be limited to two (2) three (3) year terms. The
reduction in managers from the VFW, American
Legion and Amvets will be through attrition.
Members of the Board of Managers consist of
seven (7) members. The officers of the Board are
elected in the month of March from within the
Board itself.

2012 IS A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR!!

GET OUT THE VOTE!!!

As Legionnaires it
is our duty to exercise the right to vote.
We fought for it, we
earn and we understand the importance
of voting. As we see time and again,
COUNTS.
YOUR
VOTE
Remember Florida in 2000, every
vote matters. How many local elections have been decided by just a couple of votes?
AS A POST YOU CAN
PARTICIPATE

Some members believe that as Post
of the American Legion we can not
participate in the election process.
That is just not correct. We must
remember a couple of key points, in
order to keep the status of the
American Legion as a 501 c (19)
organization is never called into question.
1. As a Post you may host a town
hall meeting and invite ALL of

the candidates in your area. Hold
a meeting and discuss veteran
issues with the candidates to see
where each of them stand.
Maybe you use it as a way to
inform them of the issues in
Michigan.
2. A Post, District, or Department
cannot endorse any candidate.
We can support veteran issues and
lobby, but we do not endorse candidates.

Does that mean as an individual you
cannot support a candidate? NO…
What it means is that if you as an
individual want to support a candidate
you are free to do so, BUT do not
wear your Legion cap when you do.
Learn more about Getting Out
the Vote from the National GOTV
Program. Download a copy on the
Legion website at www.legion.org/
publications/161191/get-out-votebrochure or call Mark Sutton, PR
Director at 517-371-4720 ext 16, we
have a limited supply at the
Department office.

Did you know….
• The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans is configured for just over 700 residents.
• Domiciliary-140 beds available. 81 occupied.
(58%)
• Nursing Care-618 beds available. 467 occupied.
(76%)
• There are 24 members that are 70-100% Service
Connected (The VA funds their full cost of care.)
• The 472 nursing beds varies from day to day.
• The Home is currently reducing the four (4) bed
rooms to two (2) bed rooms. This provides for a better quality of life for our veterans.
• The D.J. Jacobetti Home in Marquette is configured for 189 residents.
• Domiciliary-22 beds available. 50% occupied.
• Nursing Care-182 beds available. 97.25% occupied.
• There are 18 members residing at this Home that
are 70-100% Service Connected.
• The D. J. Jacobetti Home is proud to report that
from a VA Survey conducted in November they
received “0” citations.
Special Note: The Board of Managers is aware that our
State has a $1.8 billion shortfall for next year and we are concerned how this will affect the Homes. Although the Board
of Managers is aware of the fiscal austerity, we are dedicated to protecting the Veterans in the Homes to the best of our
ability. We will endeavor to maintain quality care for all residents.
The administrators of both Homes keep the
Board advised of the number of volunteer hours and
dollars that pour into both Homes. From All Board
Members---A big THANK YOU.

BLOOD, EYE, & VITAL DONOR
GIVING
By Lavern Spolarich
At the 2012 Winter Meeting in
Flint,
Michigan,
National
Commander Fang Wong, Department
Commander and I made a presentation to two Legionnaires, Richard
Grovom and James “Woody”
Wlodarczyk who were outstanding in
their contributions to the blood donor
program.
Department Chatman and I would
appreciate it if anyone else who has
donated a significant amount of blood

BLOOD

to let us know and you may qualify for
one of the awards that have been
established for the Blood, Eye, & Vital
Organ Program.
At the start of the year I also challenged every Post to facilitate at least
2 blood drives this year. I would
appreciate it if any Post that has met
this challenge to let me know through
Department on how many was done
so that I can make a final count report
at the Department Convention in
Kalamazoo in June.
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GUEST WRITER/HR SPECIALIST
From the 5th District
The Fifth District is back with a Executive Committeeman. District
FINDING WORK SERIES
nominations are on the agenda, and all
By Julie
Mann

Are you
currently
looking for a
job? Do you
know someone who is
looking for a
job? Most
likely, everyone reading this article
will be able to answer one of these
two questions with a ‘Yes!” With the
veteran unemployment rate more
than double that of the civilian population unemployment rate; our veterans hit many challenges when
searching for a job. Therefore, beginning with this edition, we will begin
a series of articles to discuss/address
and help our veterans with job seeking challenges which is, and should
be, drawing national attention.
This being our first in a series, if
you would allow, let me tell a quick
story. As a little girl, my grandfather
used to tell me his stories from 1918
while he was aboard the SS Tuscania
and, as a survivor, he would tell of
how a German U-boat sent the
Tuscania to the bottom of the North
Channel Sea. My grandfather
received honors for his efforts while
aboard the SS Tuscania as he stepped
forward and blew the whistle (yes, I
still have the whistle!) to bring the
men to calm. His actions, as well as
the actions of all of you reading this,
have impacted the future of many. It
is with great honor to my
Grandfather to be involved in writing
this series. Thank you all for your
service and thank you for allowing me
to share my 25+ years of experience
in the field of Human Resources with
you. OK, here we go!
Let’s first talk about what is going
on out there in the job market and in
the workforce and important to state
that we are in the most unique labor
market that many of us will see in our
lifetimes. It is the first time in history that four generations are working
together in the workplace.
Unemployment rates are at all-time
highs yet finding people to fill jobs is
not easy; how can this be? The perception of companies looking to hire
is that hiring is “easy” because of the
high unemployment rate - yet the

reality of actually trying to hire qualified talent is not so “easy.” The
employment situation since the recession began has increased the number
of long-term unemployed which produces both perceived and real challenge for companies seeking to hire
and for our veterans seeking to break
back into the job market.
Organizations, when hiring, are looking for a mixture of new skills and
similar skills to the predecessor in the
job as they continually look to do
more with less yet training budgets
have sharply declined in recessionary
times. Our veterans are returning
with bucket loads of skills but yet it is
not easy to translate what was done
while serving our country into verbiage that makes sense to the hiring
civilian company.
QUESTION: Do you really have
to do a cover letter?
ANSWER: YES! Whereas the
resume talks about your background
and what job experiences and skills
you have, the purpose of the cover
letter is to tell the person hiring why
YOU are a good fit for this job. The
cover letter helps the person hiring get
to the “Ah-hah! THIS is why I want
to talk to THIS person for THIS
job!”
If you have a question that you
would like us to answer in our next
edition, let us know by submitting it
to: Julie@TheRockStarFactory.com.

Julie Mann is the CEO & President of
JMann Consulting Group, The Rock Star
Factory and newly launched Company,
RockStar Verified. The Rock Star Factory
is a professional placement firm specializing in matching companies with rock star
quality employees, while JMann Consulting
Group provides on-call HR Manager services for small & medium sized businesses.
RockStar Verified provides candidate employment/skills verification services for both job
seekers and employers.
Offices are located downtown at 216 N.
Chestnut Street and Julie can be contacted
at 517.507.7568 or via email at
julie@jmannconsultinggroup.com.
To learn more
about the importance of a COVER
LETTER, visit
www.michiganlegion.org/radio.

belated wish to all our legion family for
a great new year. You can take pride
in what you have and are accomplishing: WW II veteran Freedom
Flights to DC memorials, the
Christmas Gift Shop at the Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans, care boxes
to active deployed troops, awesome
public programs like the 8th Annual
Four Chaplain Service, plus extensive
service hours at the GRHV, the Kent
County Honor Guard, the Habitat
veteran home, hosting blood drives,
and countless smaller individual post
projects. The programs you are continuing to work on as we proceed
through the year ahead show more
and better is yet to come. Well done
to all for all you do.
The hospitality for the last two district meetings could not have been
finer. Commander Lance at Post 47 in
Comstock Park on November 8th hosted our farewell to last year, and
Commander Tyler at Post 154 in
Wyoming on January 12, helped us
warmly begin the new year on a rather
snowy night. At Comstock Park, we
had a presentation by Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation Chairman Ray
Moore, a membership address by
Director Jim Wallace with delivery of
his Legion Family recruitment apps
to each person present, and Tom
Brown, one of the two endorsed candidates for Department Commander
2012-2013 was present. As Chairman
of Education and Scholarship, Tom
took the occasion to encourage posts
to get the word out on the Legion
sponsored scholarships and other programs. At the Roger B. Chaffee Post
154 on January 12, we were visited
by 2nd Zone Commander Cratis Mc
Laughlin and had presentations on
the Injured Soldier Program and the
Gerber Scout Camp Merritt Lamb
Honor Field. Our next district meeting will be on March 8, 2012 at Neal
E. Fonger Post 179, home post of
PDC Tom Holzgen, our National

are encouraged to see that their post is
represented.
Let me close with a special thank you
or two. The first thank you is for all
those posts that are achieving membership goals. As a district, we have
met all membership target percentages on time with the Clark-Ellis Post
152 in Lowell leading the parade of
5thDistrict posts reaching the 100%
membership goal for 2012 followed
closely by Byron Center Post 292, and
Furniture City Post 258. Nothing could
be better than seeing all 26 posts of the
district at 100%. If possible, make it
happen by the 2nd Department
Membership Round-up that kicks-off
in Zone 2 on March 10th at the Boat
and Canoe in Grand Rapids. Call
time is 8:00 AM. Plan on turning over
the final surge of renewals and recruitments to Membership Director Jim
Wallace and enjoying a great breakfast.
The Boat and Canoe will sponsor a
free breakfast for the District
Commander and Post Commander
from Zone 2 turning in the largest
numbers to Membership Director
Wallace. The second thank you is
for those attending and the staff efforts
at the Winter Conference. These are
uncertain times with budget wrangling
showing veteran issues will need broad
and unwavering support. Conference
attendance helps focus the needs with
the recent GRHV occupancy issue
being just one benefit concern. A third
thank you is to members from the district posts who completed the Zone 2
Leadership College course in Battle
Creek: Post #154, Post #179, Post
#258, Post #459, and Post #532. It
indicates that the future looks bright for
support in the district being strong for
veterans and their needs. Finally,
thanks to all for determined recruiting
efforts to keep The American Legion
membership growing. May all posts
have continued success in the year
ahead.

Tabs for tots donation to the Helen Devos for new pediatric equipment on December 21st,
2011.
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Legion Riders Update

By Jim
“Big Daddy”
Austin

The 2012
Legacy Run has
been announced: Online registration
is
available
at
www.legion.org/riders/registration
-Dates to remember: Aug 21-23
National Commander’s Ride: Aug
23-25 American Legion Riders
Expo: Aug 25-30 National
Convention.
FIND A LEGION RIDER
CHAPTER NEAR YOU

Visit www.legion.org/riders click
on Chapter Locator on the right
side of the page.

We had a good turnout for the
ALR winter meetings in Flint. The
big topic was the new ride and grab
program. We have about 12 chap-

ters involved. What is the program?
Your chapter comes up with a
plaque small enough to fit into a
saddle bag; then you wait for another chapter to come and get it, after
24 hours your chapter can go get it
back. I have a copy of all the rules
if anyone out there is interested.
The Onstede Post started this super
fun program and they will be able
to give anyone a better explanation
of how it works. The whole thing
is about meeting more riders at your
post and you going to their post.
Camaraderie is the name of the
game, let’s get out there and get to
know your fellow riders. Still trying to get all the names of the zone
ALR liaisons, if anybody has volunteered or been appointed please
get that info to me. If you try to get
out and do some early riding please
be extra careful; most cage pilots
don’t see you in July they sure won’t
see you in March. I can’t wait to see
you on the road.

Sons of the American Legion
Detachment of Michigan
By Dwaine
Verville,
Detachment
Commander

It is really
hard to believe
that well over
half the year has
gone by and we only have a short
time to achieve the goals we set for
ourselves.
Working
with
Commander Dick, President Carrie
and when possible Junior President
Chelsea is making this year fly by. I
may have to borrow some of
President Carrie’s Gift of Time to
complete my projects.
As the Legion Family is getting
ready to celebrate The Legion
Birthday I think it is time to remind
ourselves why we were started. The
Sons were formed to assist the
Legion in caring for the Veterans,
their families and to promote good
citizenship in our communities, state
and nation. I believe we do a great
job at these programs but we do
not let others know the great work

we do. If we tell others what we
do, it will be a great way to get others to want to join our GREAT
organization.
Again we are stressing the importance of filling out the Consolidated
Squadron Report, which shows
what your squadron does. Your
squadron may think they do not do
much but when added to the rest,
the totals are amazing.
The Detachment membership
has been achieving the goals that
have been set. I would like to thank
membership chairman Dave along
with the zone commanders for
doing a great job. National
Commander Jim Roberts theme is
“Back to Blue”. We are now asking
the main workforce- the BLUE
CAPPERS, to once again help out
your Detachment Officers and work
on getting 100% membership. With
renewals at about 60%, just making
sure everyone is paid will get another all time high.
Try to make a Positive Difference
in somebody’s day. It may just be a
VETERAN.

National Security: Legionnaires continue to serve

Michigan Volunteer Defense Force

The Michigan Volunteer Defense Force is a group of
prior service and non-prior service men and women that
are serving the State of Michigan. . One of our missions
in CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams).
For more information contact MAJ Harold Wilson Jr.XO,
1st Bn. at 517-290-8301or visit www.mivdf.org. We provide an opportunity to serve our State to those that still
want to serve!!

Mission
• The Michigan Volunteer Defense Force (MIVDF) at the direction of
the Adjacent General provides reliable personnel support to local and
State agencies during declared emergencies.
Essential Tasks
• Support MI's Receipt, Store and Stage (RSS) of the Strategic National
Stockpile (SNS)
• Support MI with certified Community Emergency Response Teams
(CERT)
• Support the MING with county Liaison Officers (LNO)
• Support the MING with Joint Reception, Staging, Onward Movement
and Integration (JRSOI) staffing
• Support the MING with Cyber Network Defense staffing

Classifieds
PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S.
military items from all
wars. Top cash paid for
Airborne, Aviation, Pilot,
Seal, Special Forces, OSS,
Ranger, Marine items. Also
German medals, daggers,
swords, guns, personality
items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
1217 Griswold St.,
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 982-4203

The Best Thing for You Might
Not Be Money In the Bank!

Annuity rates up to 4.00%
Why settle for less in a Bank CD?
FREE CONSULTATIONS
800-720-4142

Retirement / Ins / Investment Planning
Final Expense Insurance
Biblical Based Investments

P.J. Harper, RIA, CSA, Registered
Investment Advisor, National Association
of Christian Financial Consultants
Member, Legion Member
www.harper-enterprises.com
Manchester, MI

Private collector paying
top dollar for daggers,
swords, medals, uniforms, etc. Call or write:
William Harbowy (Life
Member)
7247 Weddel Street, Taylor,
MI 48180
(313) 386-2384
BUYING
Stamp & Cover
Collections
Call or write:
Wesley A. Kent
(Member)
1410 Hillcrest NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
(616) 791-2243

"The contents of advertisements which appear in the
Legionnaire are solely the responsibility of the advertisers. Appearance of any advertisement in the Legionnaire
does not constitute either a recommendation, nor an
endorsement of the goods and services offered therein."

TAPS are located on our
website to be viewed or
printed at:
www.michiganlegion.org/
pages/taps.html

WAR RELICS
WANTED

View our selection of Michigan Legion
gear, including: Team Michigan
National Parade shirts, Jean shirts,
Polos, and Wilwin Shirts & Coins
www.michiganlegion.org/store
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World Class Hunter Jim Shockey took Michigan National Guardsmen hunting
in November. Pictured(L-R) Eva Shockey, Jon French(Sgt.,MING), Jim Shockey,
Derek VanBuren (Sgt.,MING), Louise Shockey, and General Jim Anderson(Ret.).

Supporting the community: American Legion Post 186 in
Hancock, MI presents Capt. Brown, Hancock Salvation Army
Center a $500 donation. (L-R) Capt. Brown Salvation Army,
Post Commander Dan Watrous, Post Senior Vice Cmdr. Richard
Hausworth, member Bob Durocher .

Tony Trovato is a 67-year member of Furniture City Post
#258, and was recruited into the American Legion by previous Post #258 Commander Maurice C. Chadwick (1932-33),
a World War I veteran now deceased. Shipmate Trovato is
a World War II sailor who served aboard the LST 601 in the
Atlantic and Mediterranean Fleets. He is a native of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, and will celebrate his 100th Birthday
March 13, 2012.

Frank Flores (center), presents check to John Bushart (L),
President (& Gold Star Father) of the Fallen Heroes
Memorial Foundation. Tim Rollin (R), 18th District
Commander. Mr. Bushart and his wife Lee Cavanaugh spoke
about the proposed Fallen Heroes Memorial to be constructed in Pontiac, at Farmington American Legion Post 346
on Jan. 8, 2012

The members of Post 84 of Otsego gathered to celebrate former 1st Lt. Everett Alton's 97th
Birthday. Everett still makes the monthly meetings when possible, and the Wednesday morning breakfast at the Post. Everett served in the U.S. Army during WWII as a radar maintenance
& repair officer in the South Pacific Theater areas. He later went on to teach Physics &
Electrical Engineering as a professor at the University of Iowa. The members of Post 84 think
the world of Everett, and salute his service during time of war. Happy 97th.

The Carl Stitt Post 232 Early Bird Dinner which
was held on Nov. 8, 2011 with Guest of Honor,
Mrs. Elizabeth Haines ®, Junior Guardian in
1934, whose mother, Mrs. Minnie Mahoney, was
Auxiliary President in 1934 and whose father,
Adam Mahoney, was Chaplain the same year.
Post Adjutant Fred Koch (L)

The American Legion Family was present at the Four Chaplains
service in Grand Rapids on January 28th, 2012. (L-R) Dwaine
Deville (SAL Dept Commander), Carrie Bowerman (Aux Dept
President), Chelsea Kovacs (Juniors Dept President), Dick
Chatman (Department Commander).

Singers sing at the 8th Annual Four Chaplains Service at the Westend Church in Grand Rapids.
American Legion Post 459 hosts this event.

