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FLINT, MI – The American
Legion National Commander visited with Legionnaires and Legion
Family members at the 2014 Winter
Meeting in Flint, Michigan.
Commander Dellinger spent time
on Friday after speaking with
Legionnaires during an hour long
“Rap Session”. , bringing encouraging news from several places with
him.
On membership the commander
said “We have stopped the slide in
membership” with the numbers
coming in the Legion Commander
is encouraged by the progress of
states like Michigan in keeping membership up. As of February 17th,
2014, the Department of Michigan
ranked 16th in the country at
89.793% of goal for 2014.
Commander Dellinger also spoke
about the importance of keeping up
with the legislation in Washington,
D.C. It is important for all
Legionnaires to pay attention to the
legislation being passed in Congress.
Although some of the COLA cuts to
retired military have been restored,

not all of them have been restored.
Continuing an all-volunteer force
with the quality of service members
we have and expecting them to stay
requires benefits worthwhile for
them to stay. The cost of living fight
is just one fight waging on and it
will not end. As long as congress
believes it is more important to give
out welfare checks instead of taking care of our troops we will always
battle for our service men and
women and our veterans who have
earned the benefits. Be involved,
know your representative and be in
contact with them regularly.
One other big topic brought up
was the difference between “deferment” and “denial” of VA claims. A
technique being used by the Veterans
Administration is the use of deferments. Veterans with multiple claims
are being approved for maybe 1 or
2 of many of their claims and the
others are being “deferred” for later
review. These claims are not backlogged, nor does the VA have a
process to look at these deferments
on a regular basis. Since the veter-

an had some of their claim ruled
on, the claim comes off the
“Backlog” status and changes the
statistics of the VA reporting. The
American Legion is aware of this
and is watching it closely.
The National Commanders ban-

quet was well attended and we also
enjoyed special guests The Sons of
the American Legion National
Commander Joseph Gladden and
National Auxiliary Central Vice
President Donna Ray in attendance
for the weekend.

Special guests The Sons of the American Legion National Commander Joseph Gladden, National
Auxiliary Central Vice President Donna Ray, and National Commander of the American Legion
Dan Dillinger

2014 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION
ANNUAL SUMMER CONVENTION
LIVONIA MICHIGAN

The Holiday Inn Detroit Conference Center
17123 Laurel Park Dr., Livonia, MI

COMES

TO

Mark your calendars, register, and make your
hotel reservations for the 2014 Annual Summer
Department Convention, being held in Livonia
Michigan June 26th – June 29th, 2014. At the
Holiday Inn Detroit Conference Center, 17123
Laurel Park Dr., Livonia, MI. Livonia is located west
of Detroit, and the hotel is situated right off of I275, making for easy on and off to head to locations
quickly.
Motor City Casino and other Detroit Casino’s are
only 25 minutes away taking the expressways. Enjoy
The Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, only 20
miles away, the Canton IKEA Store is 8 miles away,
and the Yankee Air Museum at Willow Run Airport
just 16 miles from the hotel.
The Detroit area has many activities to enjoy and
see, make plans to join us in June and take advantage of the surrounding venues. Registration and
hotel information can be found on page 19.
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Jennifer L. Smith, State Chaplain
SELFLESSNESS APPRECIATED

This will be very brief… In January, I attended The
Four Chaplains Service in Grand Rapids, MI by invitation of Legion Aux. member Harriet Sturim and Post
459’s Commander, her husband Rick. It was quite menacing weather and attendance was sparse. Still, I believe
those that attended were moved by the grace and symbolism of the ceremony and were thankful for having
attended.
In fairness, I was invited to a couple of events in the
past few months that I could not attend due to a vehicle
and other issues. However, I was able to go to others and,
like the January Post 459 event, felt incredibly humbled
and blessed by the show of respect our Legion Family
members displayed for those patriots passed. Legacy,
fidelity, discernment, and honor walk hand-in-hand and
it is joyous to see that epitomized at various Post, District,
Zone, and/or Dept. events. Moreover, the selfless are certainly rewarded. As Luke 6:38 NASB states, “Give, and
it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good
measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running

PUFL

We've revised the Paid Up For Life program and streamlined the application
process.

Current members may now enroll in the Paid Up
For Life program online or can print a personalized
application and mail in their payment. Pay in full or
choose 12 monthly installments.
• No more renewal notices. No more paying annual
dues.
• No more worrying, "Did I renew my membership
or not?"
• Join the other 200,000 PUFL Legionnaires in saying, "I believe in The American Legion and what it's
doing. I’m in this for the long haul."
• Avoid future dues increases. No matter what inflation does, you never have to pay another penny in
dues.
• Lifetime subscription to The American Legion
Magazine!
Each Paid Up For Life member receives a permanent plastic card, as well as an annual paper card
to verify continuing membership in The American
Legion. The annual card is mailed in July of each year.
For more information about the Paid Up For Life
program, contact customer service at (800) 433-3318.
State Commander . . . . . . Raymond Moore, Lake City

over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured
to you in return.”
So, what words of encouragement can be offered in
this Legionnaire copy? Simply, by one that has borne witness to your – Legionnaires, Sisters, Sons, and Riders -selflessness on many occasions, it is only that it is indeed
benevolent and humbling to engage in such activities
and be in the presence of those that serve. Thankfulness
and respect for you is great, despite not being your goal.
Your Chaplain is blessed to see your willingness to give
and it is staggering, profound, and I hope an inspiration
to all touched by it including yourselves. In addition, I have
my sturdy vehicle back on the road – be warned [grin]
– and will be resuming my Post visits. Until then, please
remain diligent, focused, and blessed as your selflessness
is appreciated and valued. As Jeremiah 29:11 NASB
proclaims, “'For I know the plans that I have for you,'
declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’”
May God richly bless you.

MI

OPT OUT FORM
Yes!

I would like to view the Legionnaire
online at www.michiganlegion.org instead of
receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the Legionnaire mailing
list. This option will not effect any other Legion
mailings.

Name: ________________________________________
Membership No.: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City: ______________State: _______ Zip code: _________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________
Please mail this form to: The American Legion, Department
of Michigan, 212 N. Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI 48915
or fax this form to (517) 371-2401

STATE OFFICERS

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . George Dolan, Grand Blanc

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mitch Louth, St. Johns

2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Andrus

Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Michael Buda, Dearborn

1st Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernest Berry

3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August Miele
4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Hlavka

5th Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Spencer

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Smith, Lansing
Judge Advocate... . . . . . . F. Garrit Veldman, Muskegon
National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Skinner, Schoolcraft

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Webster, Croton
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Brown, Oscoda
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian
Membership Director . . . . . . . Larry Money, Buchanan
Public Relations Director . Mark Sutton, Eaton Rapids
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Dan Dellinger, National Commander

The COLA War

Dan Dellinger
National Commander

For the past several
weeks,
American Legion
National Headquarters staff has
been visiting with
senators and representatives
on
Capitol Hill, urging
them to repeal costof-living adjustment
(COLA) cuts for

military retirees.
The Legion has repeatedly pointed out to members of Congress that
the measure would reduce cost-ofliving retirement benefits for military
retirees by 1 percent per year until
they reach the age of 62. There are
published estimates that the potential loss of income is about $70,000 on
the low end to $120,000 on the high
end, depending on retired rank and
years of service.
In the 2014 Omnibus
Appropriations Act, just passed by
the House and on the verge of Senate
passage, an amendment in the bill
would restore COLA benefits to veterans who were medically discharged
– about 96,000 of America’s 903,000

military retirees aged 62 or younger.
For more than 800,000 military
retirees, the amendment inserted into
the omnibus bill means nothing.
While several members of Congress
have touted their support for veterans
by engineering this amendment, they
remain mute on why so many other
veterans must bear the burden of
reduced benefits by themselves.
The COLA decrease would be
disrespectful to America’s men and
women who have devoted their
careers at great personal cost to the
safety and welfare of our nation. And
I have made many public statements,
sent letters to Congress, and issued
two legislative action alerts to the
Legion’s membership – all to make
clear this organization’s strong opposition to taking away benefits from
military retirees.
The American Legion is urging veterans to voice their concerns about
the COLA cuts to the district offices
of their congressional representatives.
To get contact information for
congressional district offices, visit the
Senate website at www.senate.gov and
the House of Representatives website
at www.house.gov/representatives.

Raymond Moore, State Commander

The Challenge Continues Engage Your Legislators

As we move into
our Children and
Youth activities
time of year, I
want to encourage
every Post and
every Member to
pursue providing
the opportunity to
students to particiRaymond Moore
pate in Boys State,
State Commander Student Trooper
and Girls State.
When discussing Boys and Girls State
it must be noted that these programs
provide an insight into how government works which is not duplicated
anywhere else. For any student who
has an interest in any level of the
law, Student Trooper will be an experience to be at the grass roots level of
enforcing those laws and what it takes
to enter law enforcement.
Remember that you can participate and support these programs by
donation of registration funds if
there is no student in your area that
has expressed an interest in attending. This is who we are; we work for
the common good as a team to provide the opportunities to others.
Please continue to make our

Riding Season is Right Around the Corner
E m m a nu e l
“ M a n o ”
Paravas,
State ALR
Liaison and
Director
ALR Chapter
478

Fellow Legion Riders, I hope the
New Year finds you all in good health
and ready to ride!! I would like to
take this opportunity to welcome all
of you back for another exciting year.
In 2014, the ALR will continue to do
great things under committed leadership. There are great ideas on the
table of how to better communicate
between all chapters within the State,
in order for all of us to share information. Take advantage of free social
networking, this is a great tool and the
State website is a great resource.

I know it’s hard to believe after this
Michigan winter but spring is right
around the corner and that means
motorist will NOT be looking for
you. We all know there’s always a
risk factor riding a motorcycle but
statistically spring time is the most
dangerous time for motorcycles. Now
is the time to incorporate a safety
session within your meetings before
the rubber hits the road. “I know…
I know, you heard it all before, you
know all the hand signals and you
been riding 30 plus years”. Consider
your platoon is only as strong as your
weakest link. For those without CB’s
or 2way radios on your bikes, consider communication apps on your
smart phones (there not only for
music), this is very helpful (throughout the ranks) at those times when the
group is larger, especially when
changing lanes. Encourage members

to participate in safety classes and
attend Road Captain training.
Always be safe out there.
Winter Conference was another
informative time and always a great
opportunity to talk to fellow Riders
from all over the state and Bill Sloan
from the National Headquarters staff.
I enjoy listening to ideas, concerns or
even issues and challenges, one of
the greatest feelings is when you work
as a team for the betterment of others. I want to take this opportunity to
thank our State Commander
Raymond Moore for the experience
of serving this great organization and
welcome all the new Chapters from
2013 and those reborn. If your Post
is considering a Rider Chapter, feel
free to ask for assistance. I personally wish you all the best of luck this riding season and continued success in
all your endeavors.

American Legion a pillar of our
communities by helping however
possible.
By the time this article is printed
we will already have awarded Wilson
and Brewer Scholarships and determined the placement of the
Oratorical Awards scholarship with
the best of those contestants in place
for moving to the National Program.
I can only hope that you also provided any interested student the
opportunity to compete at this level.
We must also continue our membership march. It is, after all, only by
maintaining and growing our membership that we can continue to provide these programs to our youth.
Currently our membership numbers
are ahead of the previous year, but as
we all know, this is the time when it
gets tougher to get the renewals.
Please consider why a member may
not have renewed yet, is there some
unexpected health issue, a loss of
income, a reduction of income? Can
we individually or as a group help
maintain the membership again by
providing some funds to a comrade
in temporary need.
As I have travelled this Department
and visited outside of our
Department for various functions, I
am impressed at all that our membership does in different ways to be
involved in the Four Pillars of this
organization. It seems that the common thread is our Four Pillars but the
involvement is manifested in many
different ways. Many are very serious and by the book and some are
just plain get it done and enjoy it
while doing it.
Later this month many of us will
be travelling to Washington D. C.
for our mid-winter Legislative and
Veteran Affairs Conference and visiting our National Legislators to pursue legislation which is beneficial to
our active duty military, our comrade Veterans, and their families or
survivors. You can help with this
effort also by letting your elected officials know we will be there and asking them to be receptive to our issues.
Please do this also here in Michigan
with your local elected officials.
Thank you for all you do and
thank you for allowing me the privilege to lead the charge.

Membership
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WE HAVE THE ABILITY

Hopefully the bad weather is almost behind us.
Maybe we can start looking at normal temperatures,
and not such bitter cold, but enough about that. We
have just returned from a very well attended Winter
Conference. Despite the weather conditions, we had
a very good turnout and many new faces could be seen
around our American Legion family.
Many good ideas came out of our Membership
meeting held on Saturday, in particular was one that
has stuck in my mind. If all of us would recruit one new veteran, renew
the membership of a current member; The Department of Michigan
could achieve its 100% membership goal for the year 2013-2014.
Ladies and gentlemen we have the ability to do just that. We are
currently setting at 89% of our membership goal. What an outstanding job you have done. But, we are nearing the end of the year,
and we cannot stop yet.
We need our Post Membership teams to start taking a closer look
at their membership rosters, and reaching out to those delinquent members. Take the time to look around our communities and recruit
those young men and women returning from active duty, explaining
to them the advantages of being a member of the world’s largest
Veterans organization. Sponsorship of that older vet out there who
may be down on his or her luck and help them retain that membership.
We as a Department are in charge of our own destiny, our goals
are attainable and we have the knowledge, leadership and resources
to be a 100% Department once again this year
Our membership year is not finished until thirty (30) days before
our Department Convention. Once again, we have the ability

American Legion Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans
and Their families. They can assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. Assist you and your Dependents in getting the Benefits
that you have earned by your service to your Country

Gary Easterling
Director

American Legion Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation
Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone – (313)-964-6640 or (313)-964-6641
Office Fax (313)-964-5697
Cell Phone – (269)-312-2239
e-mail – Gary.Easterling@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Erna LaBeau, Director’s Secretary –
ernawati.labeau@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Department Service Officer –
lannie.thomas@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Department Service Officer –
tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Chris Smirnes, Department Service Officer –
christopher.smirnes@va.gov
Gary Garvin, Department Service Officer –
gary.garvin@va.gov
Lena Payton-Webb, Department Service Officer

Call the Detroit office for
Field Sevice Officer schedule.

District Meetings 2013-2014

1st District
Meetings begin @ 7PM
March 3, 2014 @ Joe Louis Post #375
May 5th, 2014 Memorial Observance Joint
Legion/Auxiliary
Mon. 5-26-2014 Annual Memorial Day
Program Roseland Park 10:30 am
** 2901 N. Woodward Ave, Berkley, MI. 48072
June 2, 2014 @ Joe Louis Post #375
Address: 19486 Sherwood, Detroit, MI. 48234
2nd District
MARCH 09th, 2014 @ Techumseh Post # 34
SAL meets @ 11:00am
Service Officer Training @ 1:00pm
American Legion meeting @ 2:00pm
MAY 18th, 2014 JACKSON POST # 29
SAL meets @ 11:00am
Service Officer Training @ 12:00pm
Memorial Service is @ 12:30pm, American Legion
meeting to follow.
3rd District
Executive Board meetings at 11:30AM
Regular District Meeting at 1:00PM
Sunday, March 2, 2014- Charlotte Post No. 42,
1000 W. Lawrence Highway, Charlotte,
Michigan 48813- (517.543.1334) This will be
a Birthday/Memorial dinner ($7.00) held by
the Auxiliary with distinguished guests, please
RSVP). Please join us for this eventful and
memorable occasion.
Sunday, May 4, 2013- (3rd District Election)Kalamazoo Post No. 36, 1920 E. Kilgore
Service Road, Portage, Michigan(269.735.2544)

4th District
March 2, 2013 Constantine
Post# 223
May 4, 2013
Bridgman
Post#331
We have a luncheon at these meeting at 12:30.
Then our meetings start at 2:00.
5th District
Meetings start at 7 PM
Mar 13th, 2014 -@ Evans-Swanson Post 123
May 8th, 2014 @ Charles A. Conklin Post 28
July 10th To be Announced

6th District
Service officer school @11AM
Lunch @ 12:00 Noon
Meetings @ 1:00 PM
March 9, 2014 @ Devereaux Post 141
May 4, 2014 @ Grand Blanc Post 413
7th District
Lunch served @ 12:30PM

March 16, 2014 @ Caseville Post 543 Meeting
@1:30PM
May 18, 2014 @ Port Huron Post 8 –
Memorial Service-Meeting @1:30PM
June @ State Convention - Livonia
8th District
Lunch at 1:30 PM
Meetings begin at 3 PM
March 2, 2014 @ St. Johns Post 153
May 4th, 2014 @ Bath Post 412

9th District
Exec Board @ Noon
Service Officer and Past Commanders @ 12:30 p.m.
Lunch @ 1:00 p.m.
General Membership @ 2:00 p.m.
March 8, 2014 @ Fife Lake Post 219
May 10, 2014 @ Traverse City Post 35

10th District
Lunch @ 12:00PM
Meeting @ 1:00PM
Mar. 1st ,2014 @ Prudenville Post 245
May 4, 2014 @ Hale Post 422
(MemorialService)
Jun. 7, 2014 @ TBA
11th & 12th District - N/A

16th District
Meetings Begin at 7:30 PM
March 12th, 2014 @ Wyandotte Post 217
April 8th, 2014 @ Trenton Post 426 *
May 13th, 2014 @ Lincoln Park Post 67 **
Dual
June 10th, 2014 @ Garden City Post 396 *
* Service Officer School 6:30 PM
** Memorial Service at 6:30 PM
17th District
Meetings start @ 7PM
19-Mar @ Plymouth #391
16-Apr @ TBD
21-May @ Livonia #32
4-Jun @ Livonia #32 @ 6:30PM

18th District
Meetings start @ 2:00PM
March 9, 2014 @ Rochester Post #172
May 18th, 2013 @ Farmington Post #346
Memorial Service / Election of Officers
June 8, 2014 @ Royal Oak Post #253
District 19
Dec 8, 2013 @ Gaylord Post
Mar 9, 2014 @ Elk Rapids Post
May 17, 2014 @ Onaway Post

Top Membership as of 2/21/2014

Zone 3 August Miele, Vice Commnader 90.16%

District 17 Kevin Gilliam, District Commander 101.68 %
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From the Desk of the President

March 2014

2013 - 2014 Department President, Sandra Snyder

LET’S TALK MEMBERSHIP
When you talk about membership, do you state what
BENEFITS come with being a member of the American
Legion Auxiliary?
ALA MEMBER BENEFITS from Gallagher Benefit Services,
Inc. include:
• Dental Discounts Plans • Life insurance
• Vision Discounts Plans
• Long-Term Care insurance
• Pet Insurance
• Prescription Pharmacy Savings
• Critical Illness Insurance
• Accidental Death & Dismemberment
Insurance
ALA MEMBER DISCOUNTS FROM ABENITY include:
• Technology Discounts, such a Computers, Cell Phones Cell Phone Plans
And Televisions.
• National Attractions, such as :
• Disneyland, Disneyworld, Six Flags, Legoland, Sea World and many
more!
• Coupons on National restaurant chains and local eateries.
• Discounted movie tickets
Just to name a few.

All of the above benefits plus the honor of being a member of the American
Legion Auxiliary, who continues to serve those who have served for us.
Plus to find out what savings are available to you as a member go to:
ALA.MEMBERDISCOUNTS.co to register with our code of ALADiscounts.
How about having a meeting, lunch, dinner etc. for members of your community to find out about us.
You could call it What Is the American Legion Auxiliary All About??? Now
form committees to cover our programs, set up tables with handouts and
members to answer question. This could be done at an event held in your community. Ask to set up a table about us.
Remember to ask our LEGION FAMILY to join you in your effort to tell who
we are. Come on Units it is time to blow our own horns. Tell Them, Who we
are, What we do, and Where we meet to put it all together.
Now it is time to check our list of members who did not renew this year. Send
them a card to let them know they are missed. Give them a call just to say hello
and how are you doing. How about a Welcome Back Party. Invite all members who have not renewed, you could give them an incentive to renew.
It is up to us as a team if we are to carry this Auxiliary into the future. One
member at a time. Are you on this Team?????

2013-2014 UNIT Reporting Will Be Done in a POD Format
• What Is a POD?
A POD is a GROUPING OF PROGRAMS that are alike in some way.
POD is NOT an acronym. It is just
a word that indicates a small group.
• What Is the Purpose of PODS?
The general purpose of PODS is to alleviate pressure for UNITS who are having trouble finding
enough leaders to serve as chairman of the many
committees of the department. PODS give them
the freedom to work with only 5 leaders. A unit
can pick a POD, work on the programs of the
POD for a year, then pick a different POD for the
next year, etc. It is difficult for any unit to be
actively participating in EVERY program.
• Who Oversees Each of the 4 PODS?
The Unit President would appoint 4 POD
Chairman, one for each of the 4 PODs. A POD
Chairman is like a coach who follows the game
plan of the POD, deciding on what actions to take
based on the capabilities, desires, and needs of
her POD. It is important to refer to the guide of
each program within the POD. If the unit can’t
do everything within their chosen POD well,
then do what the unit CAN DO--and do it well.
The POD chairman should keep the programs
within the POD on track, provide help and
encouragement, and keep everyone focused on
the POD goals and celebrate the achievements.
• What Type of Questions Are On the POD

Reports?
The POD Reports are focused on the information
that National needs to have in order to report the
activities of the organization to Congress: how
many served, how many hours, and how much
money was spent.
Each unit is receiving a packet from department
regarding POD reporting for the unit for 20132014. There are four POD reports: NOTE: A
NARRATIVE IS ONLY REQUIRED FOR
DEPARTMENT AWARDS IF THE UNIT HAS A
STORY TO TELL REGARDING A PARTICULAR
POD ACTIVITY. Please disregard the header on
the top of each Unit POD report.
1) Administrative Information POD—This POD
includes the following programs in the report:
Auxiliary Emergency Fund, Constitution and
By-Laws, Historian, Leadership, Membership,
Past President’s Parley, and Public Relations.
The programs of Finance, Parliamentarian,
Resolutions, and Secretary are in this POD but
they NO LONGER are required in the POD
report because their program activity does NOT
need to be reported to Congress.
2) Family Support POD—this POD includes the
following programs in the report: Americanism,
Chaplain, Community Service, Education,
Music.
3) Youth Development POD—This POD includes

the following programs in the report: Children
and Youth, Junior Activities. Girls State is in
the Youth Development POD but the Girls State
Report will be done in the Fall, separately.
4) Veterans/Military Support & Advocacy POD—
Legislative, National Security, Poppy, Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation.
• What Does The Unit Do With the POD Reports
When They Are Finished Answering the
Questions?
ALL POD REPORTS ARE TO BE SENT TO YOUR
DISTRICT PRESIDENT. In the Fall of 2013, EVERY
unit was sent by department a roster of the District
Officers for their specific district. If you have
lost your roster, notify department and they will
send you a replacement.
EVERY DISTRICT PRESIDENT WILL RECEIVE
INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPARTMENT ON
HOW TO HANDLE THE POD REPORTS FROM
THE UNITS.
THIS IS A NEW AND DIFFERENT METHOD OF
UNIT REPORTING. THE OBJECTIVE IS TO LESSEN
THE AMOUNT OF REPORTS, REDUCE THE
AMOUNT OF TIME IN FILLING THEM OUT, AND
HELP THE UNIT EASILY CONSOLIDATE THE
ACTIVITIES IN HELPING VETERANS, AND THEIR
COMMUNITIES FOR THE 2013-14 YEAR.
“GET ON BOARD”—RETURN ALL 4 POD FORMS
TO YOUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT BY MARCH 31.
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Ellen Jackson, Department Chaplain

The Season to Give Thanks
With the weather being so
severe stop to think for a
moment …are we calling our
neighbors, friends, and family to see how they
are weathering the “Polar Vortex”? Maybe they
need driveways or sidewalks cleared from last
night’s snow or just a warm friendly voice saying “Hi! I was just thinking about you. Wanted
to say you are important to me and wanted to
see if there is anything you need.”
What about the members who for one reason or another can’t make it to the units meeting? Can you? Have you gone to visit them in
all this snow and cold weather? Remember
they also need to be kept in the loop of things
that are happening in your Unit. This is a way
to really make your member feel she is still valued. You know that if the tables were turned that
you might start to feel forsaken, forgotten, or
even over looked! Not a good feeling right? Pick
up the phone and make a good gestured call.
I bet you’ll make a big difference in someone’s day!

God speaks this unalterable and unmistakable promise:
Even if your mother were to turn against you or
forget you, God will never forget you. Wow!
What a comfort to hear those words from our
heavenly father! Though circumstances may
deteriorate, fathers may disappoint, and friends
may for sake, God will never let you go. God
is the perfect protective parent!
There is no trial that faces you; no temptation that over takes you or even a problem
that afflicts you without Gods’ loving hand
embracing you.
Fall into his ever-present, sweet embrace today
and know he will never leave or forsake you.
Let our inactive members know that this is
exactly how we feel about them.
Quote: Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you’ll find one at the end of your
arm… as you grow older you will discover
that you have two hands, one for helping yourself and the other for helping others.
By: Audrey Hepburn

FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS
Deborah Chambers, Fifth District President
As this article comes to publication it’s
hard to believe my year as district president is
half over. But wait, I’m not finished having fun
yet, oh well the gavel must be passed down.
For those of you that have often wondered, do
I have what it takes to be District President, let
me tell you of my experiences.
Going through the chairs are a learning experience and without realizing it, you’re acquiring the experience. Being sworn in at
Department Convention is so surreal and doesn’t quite sink in. President Sandra made us all
feel so comfortable, then she handed us our
folders, all I could think was holy smokes. I got
home to find my badge waiting; then it all hit
me, that’s my name on that badge.
Officers along side me we met for our
installation, I was really nervous. Past
Department President Mary Anne Yuncker did

our installation and assured me everything
would be fine. Now it’s time for the first meeting, I was fine until I looked out into the audience, so many knowledgeable ladies, here
comes the nerves again. I did fine and they get
easier each time.
Next the unit visits start, its amazing how
welcoming everyone is. I have met so many
interesting ladies, seeing old friends, and making new friends. During the meeting, you’re
introduced to all the wonderful things our units
are accomplishing for our veterans and communities. It makes my job very easy to represent the ladies of the Fifth District.
I know that my year will soon be finished,
but am confident our new president will enjoy
her year as much as I have. For some, I hope
my experiences are fond memories; to the
ladies that have wondered, could I do this “follow your dream”.

On behalf of Kim Jones and myself, I
would like to thank all the Legion Family for
their prayer, cards and support during Russ’s
illness and passing.
Russ truly enjoyed the American Legion and
the many tours that we went on together
when I was Department President.
May God Bless all of you and may he watch
over you.

THANK YOU from the family of Jane Helen
Pearson .We would like to express our gratitude and appreciation to everyone who sent
sympathy cards, etc during this difficult time.
Jane was a wonderful daughter and friend. She
touched many lives and was loved by all.
The outpouring of sympathy is helping us get
through this unbelievable tragedy.

Donna Fuelling
Past Department President
Past Central Division Vice President

Pam Lajewski-Pearson, Ron and Audrey
Pearson of the Richard M. Jopling Post/Unit
44 Marquette

Deanna Cortright
Endorsed as
Department Chaplain
At a regularly scheduled meeting of the
Coldwater American Legion Auxiliary Unit
#52, held December 11, 2013, and the Third
District Association E-mail vote of January 5,
2014, Deanna (Mrs. Duane) Cortright was
endorsed for the Office of Chaplain of the
American Legion Auxiliary, Department of
Michigan, for the year 2014-2015.
Deanna is eligible for membership through
the service of her father, Robert E. Lentz, a US
Navy Veteran. He served 33 years and served
during both the Korean and Vietnam conflicts.
Mr. Lentz is a member of the American Legion
in Orange Park Florida.
Deanna has been a member for 32 years, and
has been active at the Unit and District level for
all of them. At the Unit level, Deanna has
held all offices, including a total of 5 years as
President, with part being while she was a
member of Quincy Unit #157. She is currently Treasurer.
On the District level, Deanna has held all
offices, including a total of 3 years as President
and 2 as Parliamentarian. She has also held
many of the District Chairmanships.
On the Department level, Deanna has been
on many committees, many as chairman. She
has served as Chairman of the Junior Activities
and Children and Youth Chairman (twice),
Education Chairman, Western Area
Membership Chairman, VA & R Chairman (3
years), and Department Membership Chairman.
Deanna is currently Historian for 2013-2014.
Deanna is a member of the 8 and 40 Salon
41 and the La Societe de Femme Cabane #946.
She retired from the State of Michigan after
30 years in December 2009 where she worked
for the Department of Community Health for
all but one year.
It is with great pleasure that we endorse
Deanna for this position. We feel that she is
well qualified to serve the Department of
Michigan, American Legion Auxiliary as an
officer. We ask for your consideration and
endorsement of Deanna for the nomination of
Department Chaplain for the year 2014-2015.
Lisa Bartlett
Linda Bowers
Third District President Third District Secretary
Diana Doyle
Unit #52 President

Janet Hurst
Unit #52 Secretary
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The American Legion
Happy 95th Birthday 2014

Principles not politics. That is what The
American Legion
has always been
about and it is why
we are the most
respected and successful
veterans service organization in the country.
During one of the earliest meetings
of The American Legion – the St.
Louis Caucus in 1919– a movement
was afoot to nominate Theodore
Roosevelt, Junior, as the first national
commander of the organization. A
World War I hero and the son of a
former president, T.R. Junior was widely perceived to have political ambitions
and possibly even follow in his father’s
footsteps. A term as national commander would be a nice stepping stone
toward future elected offices for the
young Republican.
But Roosevelt would have none of
this. Over shouts of “We Want Teddy,”
Roosevelt told the crowd, “I wish to
withdraw my name for a number of
reasons….We are gathered together
for a very high purpose. I want every
American through the length and
breadth of this land to realize that

there is not a man in this caucus who
is seeking anything for himself, personally, but that he is simply working for
the good of the entire situation.”
Roosevelt knew that the best way for
The American Legion to advance its
founding pillars of fighting for a strong
national defense, caring for veterans,
establishing wholesome youth programs and promoting Americanism
was to avoid partisanship and political
labels.
While many Democrats, Republicans
and independents have been active in
The American Legion during its 95year history, the organization was
beholden only to “God and Country.”
Since The American Legion is
beholden to no political party, it is
widely respected by members of both
major political parties. Most importantly, it is respected for what it does
every day in communities across
America.
While the way The American Legion
delivers its services must adapt and
change with the times, its core principles and pillars are unwavering.
Again, it is The American Legion’s
presence in the community that makes
a difference. It is the true value of our

American Legion Rips Latest Round
of Defense Cuts

Fair pay and benefits needed to maintain quality volunteer force

WASHINGTON (Feb. 25) – The
leader of 2.4 million member
American Legion says a Pentagon
budget proposal unveiled Monday
by Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
endangers America’s national security
and that downsizing force structure
and benefits will lead to an exodus of
quality men and women from the
Armed Forces.
“Secretary Hagel warned about
a ‘hollowed force,’ and The American
Legion is concerned that this budget is leading us rapidly in that direction,” National Commander Daniel
Dellinger said. “Cutting forces to preWorld War II levels makes no sense
in a world where countries such as
North Korea, Iran and Pakistan
could become viable nuclear threats
to our very existence. Moreover, we
do not know the exact nature of
future wars and conflicts. The
American Legion believes that we
must be prepared for any scenario.”

Dellinger called it “unconscionable” that the Pentagon is proposing that members of the military
pay for part of their housing
allowances out of their own pockets. “Whether it’s cutting commissary subsidies or increasing TRICARE deductibles and co-pays, these
benefits are well deserved and available to anyone willing to serve.
Military life is much more challenging than private sector careers. The
American Legion will continue to
call for an end to sequestration and
insufficient defense budgets.
Providing for the common defense
of our nation is a responsibility
required by the U.S. Constitution.”
American Legion officials said that
although the organization strenuously opposes the current budget proposal, they appreciate the transparency shown by the secretary of
defense and look forward to future
discussions.

memberships.
It’s displayed on an American Legion
baseball field, in a recently renovated
VA hospital wing or at a veterans
memorial that was built with American
Legion financial support.
We are not in this for ourselves; we
are in this for our brothers and sistersin-arms. We are in this for the husbands, wives and parents of those who
served.
And like President Lincoln once
promised, we do this to “care for him
who shall have borne the battle, and for
his widow and his orphan.”
As it has been since our founding, citizens of this great nation know that
when America calls, American
Legionnaires will continue to say ‘At
your service!”
The American Legion will always be
an organization of principles, not politics.
God Bless you and God Bless
America!

IRS BULLETIN
Message from the
National Judge Advocate
Phil Onderdonk

Just this week, we learned that the
IRS has a new form required for
EVERY enterprise with an EIN.
That means all corporations, incorporated and non incorporated posts
and tax exempt organizations.
Whenever there is a change of
address or change in the person in
charge, the new person in charge
must now file the IRS Form 8822-B.
This is a basic form that looks like a
“Change of Address” form. What
they really want to know is the NAME
of the “RESPONSIBLE PARTY.”
This could be the post commander or
adjutant or treasurer, or whoever has
a level of control over the funds. This
form must be filed by MARCH 1,
2014, if you have not told the IRS the
identity of the Responsible Party and
then again within 60-days of whenever your Responsible Party changes.
Find the new form at:
ww.michiganlegion.org/taxes

Emergency
Grants Help
Michigan
Combat Veterans
Weather
Financial Crises

By Jeff Barnes,
MVAA Director
Car repairs, medical bills and other
emergencies can
stretch a household
budget to the limit.
When the unexpected creates financial
distress, Michigan combat veterans can
turn to the Michigan Veterans Trust
Fund for help.
Michigan Veterans Trust Fund
(MVTF) grants are available to veterans who have been honorably discharged
and have served:
* 180 days during a period of war;
* 180 days of active duty with award of
Armed Forces/Navy Expeditionary
Medal; or
* Less than 180 days of wartime service
due to service-incurred disability.
Dependents of an eligible veteran
can also apply, under certain circumstances. To qualify, applicants must
demonstrate need and show they are
able to meet future expenses after the
grant.
Contact the MVTF agent in the county where you reside to begin your application. He or she can explain the process
and tell you what supporting documents
you will need for your application.
Don’t let a financial emergency snowball into a bigger problem for you and
your family. A Trust Fund grant can
help you weather an unexpected storm
so your finances stay on course. If you
know someone who may qualify for a
grant, make sure they know help is available.
For more information on the Michigan
Veterans Trust Fund or to locate the
MVTF agent in your county, visit
www.michiganveterans.com or call 517284-5299.
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MICHIGAN UP TOUR OF 2014

TOURING THE “BETTER HALF”

The 2014 Michigan Upper
Peninsula tour began Sunday January
12th, 2014. Cars were gassed up,
bags were packed, the schedule was set
and Zone 5 Commander Dave
Spencer was taking the lead. The
Upper Peninsula tour is a annual tradition that gives the State
Commander, State President, and
Detachment Commander the opportunity to visit with Legion Family
throughout the, as Dave Spencer
called it, “The Better Half ” of
Michigan.
The tour takes the group from the
east side to the west side; ending up at
the 11th & 12th District meetings the
following Saturday and ending with a
banquet on Saturday night. The
tour includes radio and TV Interviews
that Commander Moore participated
in and tours of the Jacobetti Veterans
home in Marquette, as well as, the
Iron Mountain VA Medical Hospital.
The group stops at various Posts along
the way and depending on the time of
day of the visit, enjoying fellowship
and eating. The Posts were gracious
and welcoming and bearing gifts for
our leadership.
Commander Moore took time as

well to hand the Korean War memorial books out to Veterans of the
Korean War who were present at each
of the stops. Donations were given
through the week for special projects
and issues addressed.
Unfortunately, the visit to the
Jacobetti Home was limited due to a
stomach virus that was rolling through
the home’s guests. The leadership
gave us an update on the upgrades
being done to the entrances of the
building. The Iron Mountain VA
Medical center showed us the addition
now finished for intake and the emergency area. Both facilities are supporting and caring for our veterans
each day with honor and respect. We
salute the staff and management for
caring for our veterans at both facilities.
The tour came to a close on
Saturday night at Post 50 in Iron
Mountain with a banquet hosted by
the post and with guest of honor State
Senator Tom Casperson, who is also
a member of the Sons of the
American Legion.
Legion Family in the UP, keep up
the great works for our veterans and
their families.

Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter
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RED FLANNEL, U.P. TOUR, AND MORE!

Mike Boughner,
SAL Detachment
Commander
I canÕt believe
that my year is
almost
done,
what a great time
Jacquelynn and I
have had traveling around the state
and visiting posts and meeting new
people.
Well January started off with a
bang, the Red Flannel Party at Post
287 Cedar Springs. What a fun time
and thank you to Sq. Cmdr. Dominic
Merlington for all he does.
Next it was off to the U.P. for the
Winter Tour and District Convention.
Thank you to 5th Zone Cmdr. Dave
Spencer for putting together a great
tour. I really enjoyed meeting all of
great people and visiting many great
posts on the tour. A big thank you to
Sq. 44 and Cmdr. Bill Forsland for
all they do for the Veterans at the
Jacobetti home for Veterans. And
another big thank you to Sq. 50 and
Greg Price, NEC
I know that this newsletter will not
be published until we get close to our
State Convention, but I would like to
write about some events that have
happened before we reach that special event.
It was a pleasure to participate in
the various District Tours that were
held. I, along with many other
Legion family members had the
opportunity to visit a number of different Posts and the communities
they are located in.
Juanita and I also had the pleasure of attending Americanism
Banquets. It was great to hear the
pride that the speakers conveyed as
they spoke about the many things
that have made this the Greatest
Country on Earth.
The 3td Zone presented a Four
Chaplains Interfaith Memorial
Service. It is always a humbling feeling when you hear the way these

Cmdr. Ferrand Ethington and
Detachment V.A. Rep. Dennis Larson
for all the hard work they do at the
Post and at the V.A Hospital in Iron
Mnt.
In March I will traveling to
Washington DC and during the trip
I will have the honor of placing a
wreath at a veteranÕs memorial on
behalf of the Detachment, I have

chosen to place the Detachment of
Michigan wreath this year at the
Vietnam memorial since my father
served in the Vietnam era. Look for
pictures on the website.
I want to encourage each of the
squadron adjutants to complete
their Consolidated Report Forms, it
is essential that we report what we
are doing for our veterans, children

SAL NEC Alt. David Mennel, Past SAL Detachment Commander Rodney
Tolbert, and SAL Detachment Commander Mike Boughner at the annual Early Bird Dinner at Glen Hill Post 287 on January 4th, 2014.

and community.
Also, it is Award Season, donÕt
forget to participate Ð Son of the
Year, Maurice L. Michael, Charles B.
Rigsby & Grassroots VeteransÕ
Avocate. Applications and rules can
be found on our website.
And finally I would like to wish the
American Legion a Happy 95th
Birthday!

Legion State Commander Ray Moore, Auxilary President Sandra Snyder,
XXXXX, and SAL Detachment Commander Mike Boughner celebrate Red
Flannel Days in Cedar Springs.

JANUARY 2014 N.E.C. NEWSLETTER
Chaplains were still trying to save
others, by taking off their Life Vests
and giving them to others, so those
men could have a chance to be
saved, due to the fact that their ship
was sinking.
One thing that all these functions
had was members of Sons of the
American Legion in attendance. It
was a pleasure to see Squadron
members wearing shirts, jackets, and
caps with the S.A.L. symbol on them.
I think itÕs important that we
show this proud symbol, and let others realize how involved we are with
supporting our American Legion family, and hope that they would tell
their friends and neighbors about
us, with the hope that they would
want to become members of our
group.
The National Membership
Committee offers a recruitment pin
award for those members recruiting five (5) new members into the

Editors: Brad Koch & Joe Hollomon

S.A.L. (no renewals). Only one (1)
award pin per member regardless
of the total new members they
recruit.
When National Commander Joe
Gladden was here for our Winter
Meeting that was held in Flint, he

talked about the good things we
Sons do. He stated that with continued increase to our membership,
we will be able to boost our support
for American Legion programs. Like
Commander Gladden, I am proud of
all of you!

2014 SAL STATE CONVENTION

Greetings Sons of the American Legion, The state convention is coming up June
6,7,8 2014 in South Haven, MI. Rooms will be at the Baymont Inn in South Haven
the phone number is 269-637-6817 alternate hotel is Hampton Inn phone269-6398550. If you would like to camp we have Michigan Flywheelers contact Dale Sherif
at 269-491-4760 or South Haven Campground at 269-637-6153. The picnic is at
the South Haven post the fee for the picnic is $10.00. Please help us with the cost
of the convention by placing a add in the program Full Page color $150.00, full page
non color $100.00, 1/2 page $50.00, 1/4 page 25.00, Business card $15.00 Friends
{your name in the program} $5.00. The registration fee is $10.00 dollars, you will
need this to get in to the meetings. We will be sending out a letter to all Squads,
about the delegate fees. If you have any questions please contact me at e-mail rodtgoblue@yahoo.com, my phone number is 269-277-3069 my address is 588 Maiden
Lane St. Joseph, MI 49085. If you tried to get a hold of me in the past my computer was ill but all better now. Lets have a great convention,lets make Michigan
proud. For God and Country, Rodney Tolbert Convention Chairman
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MEMBERSHIP

TIME TO ROLL-UP OUR SLEEVES

With the membership year nearing the end, now
is the time for everyone to Òroll-up our sleevesÓ
and really get to work on membership. We have
reached all the goals that National has set, but as
we all know, the final 20% can be very hard to
achieve.
The Zone and District Commanders have been
doing a great job, but it is squadron that ultimately is responsible to send their membership
in. Hopefully the adjutants are not holding membership until they have a set amount. Send them
in weekly as that is when membership is updated.
Only 2 months remain to have your membership approved, so every squadron is aware of
their delegate count for Detachment Convention.
The membership is counted 30 days prior to
Convention.
I am asking all members to Òroll up your sleevesÓ
to go out and find those members who have not
renewed and find out why. Along with doing this
you may just find some new members for THE
LEGION FAMILY.
God Bless America- Dwaine Verville

LEADERSHIP COLLEGE
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Will classes are done for this year. I did miss 2
of the meetings. One on December7th and one in
January25th.
The best class was at Grand Haven there were
around 20 to 30 at that meeting. At all the rest it
was about 10 to 12 .
It was nice to see Detachment officers and
S.A.L.members at some of the classes.
We would lose are thoughts and Ideals at
times. But by coming to the classes make us better leaders.
Past Detachment Commander Rodney Tolbert
made are first Power Point. He had figures from
4 years a go. I got on the phone with National and
got all new up dates. So we made a new power
point.
I think that is September we should get new up
dates. So everyone know what the Sons of The
American Legion are doing.
I enjoyed doing the classes. We had a great time.
We met a lot of new people. I also learded a lot
my self.

For God and Country

Roger W. Rockhold
Leadership Chairman

DETACHMENT
SERVICE OFFICER

Want to take this opportunity to say Òthank you
Òto Commander Boughner and the Detachment
of Michigan for allowing me to serve as your
Detachment Service Officer for the 2013-2014
year.
From the start we attended the Service Officers
School at Higgins Lake. Attendance to this school
is very important. Information that is received
from the staff is essential in helping out our
Michigan veterans. The information that is taken
from this weekend of training is very important
in starting a potential Service Officer to head in the
right direction, although it is impossible to absorb
all the information given, it will give the student
the basics of what is expected of Service Officer.
Since its founding in 1932, the SAL has served in
supporting the ÔFour PillarsÓ of The American
Legion, one of which is the rehabilitation and
care of its veterans. To this we can be very proud
in what we do and who we are.
Once again thank you Commander Mike for
entrusting this position to me

Larry Money
Detachment Service Officer

LEGION RIDERS
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become Legion Riders. That means the Legion
family just got another new member. In times
when the national average of Legion Family members is dropping this is vitally important to all of
us. The Riders can be a great tool also for events.
We have opened events in the same way the
Blue AngelÕs fly over football games. Crowds love
to see a bunch of motorcycles drive in at events.
This also brings attention to our Legion Family in
general. If you are having a recruiting push you
should have a Legion Rider presence.
A note for Legion Riders. We are not getting
response for charity fundraising rides to occupy
the State calendar on the web site. Please send
in information such as ÒCharity ride for Homeless
VetsÓ. Include contact, time, date, cost, and any
helpful additional information. The Legion is looking for basically that 1 or 2 large ride event, please
no weekly meals. The web site is
http://www.michiganlegion.org/legionriders.

After a couple of years of going to Legion conventions it became apparent that a little explanation may be in order. If you find anything in this
article you did not know please pass it along. ALL
Legion Riders need to be a member of the Legion,
i.e. SAL, Legionnaire, or Auxiliary. Yes women can
be Riders. Most Legion Rider chapters participate in very public displays such as troop escorts
to airports and such. Riders participate in troop
home comings, parades, and group rides. You
need not have a motorcycle yourself or be the
operator to be a Rider. Say your husband has a
properly sized motorcycle and both of you are
Legion family members you can both be Legion
Riders. Our chapter has many women Riders.
Men and women with a common interest in
motorcycles and the Legion is another aspect on
what make the Riders unique. I cannot stress
enough the importance Legion Riders are for the
entire Legion Family. Many members that apply
to become Riders are NOT already Legion family
members. Our first step is to have them join the
Legion, SAL or Auxiliary. After that they can

Tom Howard,
Detachment Chairman Legion Riders.

Editor for Legionnaire SAL Sandy Lipman
Well once again the year is flying by, how much
more of this Artic Blast can we take. I hear itÕs in
the 70Ós in Phoenix. Snow Bunnies soon I think.
Now to get serious I cannot understand why it is
so hard to get our Officers and Chairman to get
articles in for the newsletter ( pictures as well). You
must realize that the great paper that Brad put out
only reached about 400 people at the most. With
us being in the Michigan Legionnaire we reach well
over 20,000 as well as libraries and national representation. At the convention a resolution is
going to be brought up about increasing the dues
by $1.00 per member to go in to department , this
resolution if passed would exceed what we need

for 4 editions of the paper and also add money to
be donated to Veterans charities and needs. I
hope you as the general membership will pass this
resolution.
The NEF is a necessity and as of this date I have
not received any funds or mailings saying that
money has been directly sent in to national. If you
have done so please let me know so I can report
this to our membership and the Legion. We as
Sons can access this fund in case of a natural disaster, weather etc. Information can be found on
the National web site or Google it as National
Emergency Fund / American Legion. Please continue to support our Veterans Programs and as
always do not forget to Thank and Hug a Veteran.

I would like to take this time to introduce
myself to those that may not know me. My name
is Carvin ÒHueyÓ Chapman. I am currently serving as the Asst. SAL Detachment Sgt. At Arms and
I am also currently the 18th District SAL
Commander.
The 18th District SAL Association is hosting a
Lotto Ball Drawing on May 10th at the Chief
Pontiac Post. Ticket cost is $50.00 per ticket and
sales are limited to 150 tickets. Ticket price
includes dinner for two. Prizes range from $50.00
to the final ticket being left will receive $2,000.00.
Proceeds from this event will go to our Flag Fund.
This fund was started a number of years ago
when a daughter of an SAL member came home
from school one day only to tell her dad that her
classroom did not have an American Flag and a

number of other class rooms were the same. We
started this fund to be able to purchase flags for
these schools, which are in need of need classroom flags. It is a great program and also one that
we work on very hard throughout the year. So I
hope that you will be able to come and enjoy
the fun, fellowship and at the same time you are
helping to support this great program. Please
contact the Chief Pontiac Post if you are interested
in tickets or have any questions.
In closing I would also like to announce that I
am running for 3rd Zone Commander for the
Detachment of Michigan. I look forward to seeing everyone in South Haven in June. In the
meantime stay safe and warm.
Yours in God and Country
Carvin ÒHueyÓ Chapman

NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND

SAL SGT. AT ARMS
CLASSROOM

FLAG FUNDRAISER

HOMELAND SECURITY
FINAL REPORT

Since being appointed to this chairmanship I
have spent some time on the National website
learning what part we play in helping with homeland security.
Specific Disaster Recovery Information
This month I would like to spotlight some specific information on how to quickly recover from
a disaster, especially with the recent events of Ice
storms and snow blizzards with temperatures
dipping below zero and wind chills in the negative
numbers in Michigan. There is some good information at the FEMA website. www.fema.gov/
rebuild/recover/after.shtm will give information
dealing with the most common disasters all of us
may have to deal with at one time or another.
Listen to Local Officials
Learn about the emergency plans that have
been established in your area by your state and
local government. In any emergency, always listen to the instructions given by local emergency
management officials. Usually, rolling blackouts
occur when power usage increases, especially
during hot/cold weather. Power companies try to
give a warning when they will turn off power to
an area, but they cannot always do that. For further information on how to plan and prepare for
blackouts as well as what to do during and after
a blackout, visit the American Red Cross Web
site.
There was an incident of an attack at a power
plant of a shooting at transformers in California.
They think it was a test run. Also an individual at
a school of people taking pictures and no one
knows why, so keep an eye out in your own community.
Andre Svacha, Chairman

March 17
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Greetings,

MEMO:
TO:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Detachment Adjutants
National Public Relations Commission
11/25/2013
ÒSnapshots of ServiceÓ a photo contest

To highlight the great work the Sons of The American Legion do for veterans and our communities the National Public Relations Commission is
creating ÒSnapshots of ServiceÓ, a photo contest. This contest is open to
all Squadrons and will help promote squadron activities and events that
may work in your region of the country. Another benefit of these photos
will be to use them on our website and Facebook page to highlight our
accomplishments. This contest will start September, 2013 submission
are due 30 days prior to the National Convention. Awards will be presented
at the 2014 National Convention. Below are the rules and criteria
¥

¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

Photos must be based on the Four Pillars of the American Legion
o
Americanism
o
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
o
Children and Youth
o
National Security
Photos must be in a digital jpg or tif format
Photos to become the property of the Sons of The American
Legion
Photos must not have a right of restriction
Photos must contain members of the Sons with their covers or
identifiable clothing on during the activity or event and a brief
history of the event
Squadrons may submit a maximum of 3 photos per category
Plaques will be awarded the three best entries in each category
Submit your entries to National SAL web master at
wi16wills@prodigy.net
Contest will run each year from the 1st of August to thirty days
prior to National Convention
o
Photos need to be from this time period
Judging will be based on
Quality of photo
Best symbolizes the support for the Four Pillars by the Sons
Have S.A.L Member in it.
From a Squadron
Taken during the contest time frame.

Questions can be answered by calling or E-mailing
Sanford Lipman
248-542-3187
Sandylipman95@hotmail.com

The picture is from the U.P. Winter Conference in Iron Mountain after the
banquet L-R Commander Mike, State Senator Tom Casperson, Zone 5
Dwaine, Squadron Commander Sam Etthington, PNC/PDC Earl R., PDC
Dennis Larson

SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN
2014 SONS OF THE
AMERICAN LEGION
STATE CONVENTION
JUNE 6,7, & 8TH, 2014

Baymont Inn in South Haven
Details found on page 9

Veterans’ Service
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COMING SOON NEW
VA HEALTH CARDS

The new Veteran Health Identification
Card (VHIC) provides:
• Increased security for your personal information - no personally identifiable information is contained on the magnetic stripe
or barcode.
• A salute to your military service – The
emblem of your latest branch of service
is displayed on your card. Several special
awards will also be listed.
The VHIC will be issued only to Veterans
who are enrolled in the VA health care system.
Purpose of the VHIC
The VHIC is for identification and checkin at VA appointments. It cannot be used as
a credit card or an insurance card, and it does
not authorize or pay for care at non-VA
facilities.

Getting the New Card is Easy!
VA will automatically mail a VHIC to
enrolled Veterans, who were issued the VIC.
Mailing will begin soon.
Because we will be reissuing 4 million cards,
we ask for your patience during this time.
Veterans who have the old Veteran
Identification Card (VIC) will automatically have the VHIC mailed to them.
Enrolled Veterans who do not have the
VIC (the old identification card), may contact their local VA medical center Enrollment
Coordinator to arrange to have their picture
taken for the new VHIC, or they may request
a new VHIC at their next VA health care
appointment. To ensure their identity,
Veterans must provide either one primary
and two secondary documents. Please see the
Acceptable Documents for Identity
Proofing table below.
Important!! Veterans who are already
enrolled should ensure the address we have
on file is correct so you can receive your
VHIC in a timely manner. To update or to
confirm your address with us, please call 1877-222-VETS (8387). If the post office
cannot deliver your VHIC, the card will be
returned to the VA.

VA ANN ARBOR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
RECEIVES PLANETREE SILVER AWARD
FOR PATIENT-CENTERED CARE

ANN ARBOR – VA Ann Arbor
Healthcare System (VAAAHS) celebrated
being the first healthcare organization to be
awarded Planetree Silver Merit recognition
for Significant Advancement in PatientCentered Care with a special award ceremony featuring presentations by Veterans
and their loved ones who have received
health care at the Ann Arbor VA. The event
also featured presentations from Veterans
Health Administration’s (VHA) Acting
Deputy Under Secretary for Health for
Operations and Management, Janet P.
Murphy, and Dr. Tracey Gaudet, Director of
VHA’s Office of Patient Centered Care and
Cultural Transformation.
“We are thrilled to be the first healthcare
organization to achieve Planetree Silver
recognition,” said Robert P. McDivitt, Army
Veteran and Director of the VA Ann Arbor
Healthcare System. “Our staff are deliberate in making sure that Veterans’ desires are
incorporated into their treatment plans. We
are very proud of the fact that Veterans are
involved in the decision making process at VA
Ann Arbor Healthcare System.”
Planetree Recognition is unique in regard
to its focus on patient-centered care, defined
as a model of healthcare where professionals work with patients and families to identify and satisfy needs and preferences. With
the implementation of new Patient-Centered

programs, VAAAHS aims to provide nothing but the highest quality care for our
Nation’s Veterans. By providing healthcare
that listens to the voice of the Veteran,
VAAAHS will build on its Silver Recognition
for Patient-Centered care and take its commitment to Veterans to even greater heights.

WE CARE 2013

A poem by Tripp Cantwell about the project event on December 18, 2013 in Detroit
Michigan
Twas a day in October
When I had a sobering thought
I should do something for the homeless
I see them around a lot
We hear in the news
About programs and aid
Recognition and awareness
But the problem it stays
Time for an outreach
But what can I do
I am just one person
I would need a sponsor too
So I brainstormed ideas
What things should I get
I put myself in their shoes
Cold, hungry and wet
A blanket, a toothbrush
Some gloves and a jacket
Together in one bag
A giveaway packet
Off with the letters
Requests for donations
Will I get what I need?
I had high expectations

By letter and cold call
Each store managers replied
All donations must be made
From their corporate supply

Undaunted I kept going
A grassroots project then
This is all about helping
Veterans both women and men

I rallied the office
The Detroit VA&R
Started asking small business
Some near and same far

First came the toothpaste
With some brushes and Listerine
Then Mylar blankets and lip balm
To prevent blistering

Where to go, how to get there
Was not yet in my plan
Then the Detroit Veterans Foundation
Stepped up with two volunteers and a van

From left to right: Veterans Health Administration
(VHA) Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN)
11 Network Director Paul Bockelman, VA Ann Arbor
Healthcare System (VAAAHS) Director Robert P.
McDivitt, Retired Planetree Vice President of Clinical
services Jeanette Michalak, VAAAHS Veteran
Centered Care Coordinator Linda Harrison and VHA
Acting Deputy Under Secretary for Health for
Operations & Management Janet P. Murphy pose for
a photo after VAAAHS becomes the first healthcare
organization to receive Planetree Silver Merit
Recognition for Significant Advancement in PatientCentered Care.

They gave jackets, some shirts
And more items to show their support
Helped pick our locations
Even acted as escorts

We headed out with our packets
In the cold and the snow
To a 24 hour warming station
How many would show?

A crowd quickly gathered
Water, apple slices and socks given away

I was humbled and heart warmed
From the gratitude they display

But this was just one stop
The time came for switchin
We drove to the last stop
The Cupchin Soup Kitchen
The last of the packets
107 in all
One for all who attended
It was a close call

Each came through our lines
Not ashamed, they weren’t nervous
At the end we shook hands
And we thanked each for their service

Its been a very long time since our department has done this
Maybe not even not ever
We hope this Spring you all will support us
When we do our next endeavor

This American Legion project
named “We Care 2013” was incepted, managed and completed by Tripp
Cantwell, department service office
working in the Detroit regional office.
This giveaway happed on December
18, 2013 in Detroit Michigan. He
received $71 dollars in American
Legion funding for the purchase of
Mylar blankets through James Topps
Director of VA&R. All remaining
funding and giveaway items were
donated for this project. We give
special thanks to Debra Tomlinson,
Nancy Konarske, Lena Payton-Web,
Gary Garvin, Erna LaBeau and
Tripp Cantwell for their help in
obtaining donations and giveaway
items, to Gary Garvin, Gary
Eastering, Tripp Cantwell and the
Michigan Veterans Foundation in
their help handing out the giveaway
packets, to McDonalds for 100 packets of apple slices, Family Dentistry
for 48 toothbrushes/toothpaste, Dr.
Cole Dentistry for 72 toothbrushes/toothpaste and 36 mouthwash,
Standish Rack Company for $100
donation for the purchase of hand
sanitizer, lip balm and handi-wipes,
the Michigan Veterans Foundation
(Detroit Veterans Center) for donation numerous clothing items, Gary
Garvin for his jacket donations and
Tripp Cantwell for the donation of
100 bottles of water.
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Great Time, Great Friends, Great Family Gathering

Winter Raffle
2014 Winners

E. Tupllo, Copper Harbor
S. Carter, Hamtramck
D. Smith, Frisco, TX
T. Glosson, Buchanan
E. Jennings, Standish
N. Parker, Lake City
J. Davis, Flint
Y. Vale, Royal Oak
E. Jasonowicz, Norway
R. Hodge, Sault Ste Marie
R. Schwalm, St. Helen
H. Mann, Rochester
J. Kelledes, Royal Oak
W. Kenward, ClintonTwp
A. McVeigh, Dearborn Heights
A. Kocsisko, Allen Park
J. Wilson, Howell
J. Wolf, Greenville
M. Doran, Lincoln Park

VAMC
Bonnie Holt, Saginaw VAMC Representative
Staying on track with our Veterans means making sure they are always being taken care of. If you
don’t volunteer at your local VA Hospital or Home
for Veterans please try sometime soon it is a
rewarding experience. For those of you who do volunteer you know the feeling at the end of the day.
At the Saginaw VA Hospital we volunteer on
Mondays except if it is a holiday. We are there from
8am to 12 noon. We serve two floors at the VA,
going from room to room checking to see if there
is anything that the Veterans would like from our
carts. We carry items from bath, personal, fun and
reading items. We also stop and talk as they tell their
stories of war.
We had our Christmas Gift Shop on 12-5-13 from
9am to 3pm. We served 33 patients and 21 out
patients. All Veterans were able to get a gift for himself or herself and their families. Thank you to our
Department President Sandy Snyder for coming
and giving good advice. Thank you to the Units in
the 8th and 10th district for their donations of gifts
and or checks. Thank you to all 24 volunteers that
came to work that long day.
Trough out the year we have many donations from
The American Legion , The American Legion
Auxiliary and The SAL. We could not keep serving
our Veterans if it wasn’t for YOU. Thank you so
much.
The Saginaw VA Hospital is always looking for
donations to supply our cabinets with all the items
they need.
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the
VA and R.
Thank you for this special appointment.
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American Legion Auxiliary Girls State 2014
Deborah Williamson, Girls State Chairman
The 74th Girls State session will be held June
15 - June 21, 2014 at Michigan State University.
Registration will be held on Sunday the 15th
from 8:00 am to 11:00 am at Shaw Hall.
When talking to your delegates, please
make sure she is committed to attending the full
session. Delegates MUST complete the session to receive their certificate of completion,
their Girls State pin and the available college
credits.
Let them know this will be their
ONLY chance to attend the Michigan American
Legion Auxiliary Girls State program. I have
heard over and over again, how our Girls State
program has changed their lives, because this
is such an awesome program. I would also
like you to encourage your delegate to attend
a District orientation. We find that the girls,

who attended an orientation, know more of
what to expect and are able to ask needed
questions at the orientation. It is important
you keep in constant contact with your delegate. Make sure she has your telephone number, so if she has questions or concerns, she is
able to reach you. This way, she will also
know who her sponsor is.
We desperately need your help. We need
girls to participate in this program. Although
we have not raised your cost per student, the
cost keeps going up for the program. If you
have ANY extra monies in your treasury, please
consider a donation to the Girls State program.
We also, still need volunteers to be at the session.
If you have any questions, please contact the
Girls State chairman or any Girls State Board
member.

Membership
Rosemary Truskowski,
Eastern Michigan Membership
Hi Everyone, It’s hard to believe, but our
year is almost over.
I hope everyone has been busy getting new
members to join, asking members to rejoin
and recruiting new members. I would like to
Congratulate Units 038 125 139,142,

172,367 and 382, for making goal. Just a
reminder there is Individual awards that are
available to the members of each unit. They
are Recruit1, Rejoin 1 Junior Recruiter Award
and Silver Brigade Award. I hope that the
proper forms have been sent to National for
the members that are deserving of these
awards.
Continue doing a great job.

AMERICANISM
Kathleen Copeland, Americanism Chairman
I will start by thanking all of you for all you
do to promote the American way of life and our
form of Government. I don’t know about you,
but with the things I would like to see be
changed in our country today, there is no other
place I want to call home.
I received a few mid- year reports and you told
me how you are engaging your communities and
your units. You are marching in parades, dedicated a small “Veterans Memorial Garden”,
built a float and passed out small flags along the
4th of July parade route. Halloween brings an
officer into the school to hand out Halloween
Safety coloring books along with the Auxiliary
logo and their address and handing out hot
chocolate and cookies at the annual community
Christmas tree lighting. You met with school
counselors to schedule a patriotism program
for the elementary grades 1-4 and are meeting
with Superintendents on getting information
into the libraries. A District Americanism
Chairman sends notes of appreciation to the
unit chairs. Units are continually encouraged
to wear our Auxiliary pin and promote flag eti-

quette. One reported reading flag etiquette
information at her Veterans Dinner 11-11-13
along with recognizing Patriotism with her music
selection for the program. To those who sent a
report I was able to send to Central Division
Chair Mary Jo, Thank You!
Remember the Department and National
Americanism Essay contest. Watch those deadlines. Refer to your guides for criteria. Please
remember the Green Slip from District judging
that must be with the entry sent on to
Department and the National Essay cover sheet.
Follow all rules carefully.
Last Americanism Defined
Americanism is love of America, loyalty to her
institutions as the best yet devised by man to
secure life, liberty, individual dignity, and happiness; and the willingness to defend our country and flag against all enemies, foreign and
domestic.
It is a vital, active, living force. Americanism
means peace, strength, the will and the courage
to live as free men in a free land. It means a
friendly hand to people everywhere who respect
our institutions and our thinking. It is not a

word; it is a cause, a way of life – the best way
of life ever known – a challenge and a hope in
this world.
Americanism is an ideal of loyal patriotism, religious tolerance, righteous freedom, fearless
courage, honest integrity, abiding faith in the
commanding destiny of the United States, and a
fathomless love for the principles that led our forefathers to found this country.
It is complete and unqualified loyalty to the
ideals of government as set forth in the
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution
of the United Sates. It is respect for, and ready
obedience to, duly constituted authority and the
laws of the land. It is freedom without license,
religion without bigotry, charity without bias,
and a desire to secure the blessings of liberty for
our nation and for our posterity.
Taken from the AMERCAN LEGION “AMERICANISM MANUAL”
Remember, “Freedom is never more than one
generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass
it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be
fought for, protected, and handed on for them to
do the same.” ~Ronald Reagan
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HOW DOES YOUR UNIT
HISTORY LOOK?

Deanna Cortright, Department
Historian
By the time you read this it will
almost time to have your history
and scrapbook entries to your
District for judging. This year has
flown by but isn’t quite over yet.
Please be sure that you follow
all of the rules in your unit guide
when putting your books together.
Remember that these books are
about your unit. If you helped
your post with a project, such as
Veterans Day, please be sure that
you mark all of your pictures and
articles so that they reflect what
you did, not just what the post did.
For example, don’t put five pictures in the scrapbook that show
only the members of the post and
have nothing that explains that you
played a part in the function.
Histories will include many
items from the end of the 20122013 year. For example, Memorial
Day, because of our deadlines,
will end up in the 2013-2014

books.
There are specific pages that
have to be centered. They need to
be centered both horizontally and
vertically. If you follow the rules
in the guide you will have wonderful entries and make judging
at Department Convention VERY
difficult.
Always remember, your history
is forever and reflects all the things
that you do as well as showing
any changes that have occurred
over the history of the unit. If your
unit has kept one every year, it
would be a fun thing to bring out
at a unit meeting and laugh at all
of the changes between when you
were chartered and now. If you
don’t already do so, see if you can
find a safe place to keep them
where they are still available for
new members or guests to go
through when they are at the post.
I am looking forward to seeing all
of the work that you have done
this year.

Volunteers are shown with some of the winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves
that were sorted and delived to the various Units of the Grand Rapids Home
for Veterans to keep them warm during the winter months. These are provided
to the 472 members that currently reside at the Home.
Front row - left to right
Marie Byl, Sue Jankowski, Judy Jones, Pam McVeigh
Back row- left to right:
Maudine Mattox, Chris Merlington, Mary Tyler, Judy Jankowski, Sarah Brooks

Children and Youth
Bonnie Holt, Children & Youth
Committee Member
Staying on track with our
Veterans, means looking out for
their children. So Many times the
children have no idea what is
going on. They need the Units
like yours to keep them in line.
Each month in our programs there
is a different idea to do something
fun with the children. Even if it is
making cookies all the time.
Another project that is used is
called Josh the Dog, I’ll be okay
book (Josh is a stuffed dog). In
real life Josh lives in TN. His owner
‘s daughter needed surgery and
couldn’t find anything to explain
the surgery to his daughter so he
wrote the book I’ll be okay about
Josh having surgery. It was such a
relief to his daughter that The
American Legion Auxiliary
National took park and put the
idea into motion for Units to pur-

chase by helping our children in
the community as they need surgery. The cost is $40.00 for stuffed
Josh, book and dog house. The
child can take this right into the
hospital with them.
Another stuffed Josh is called G.I.
Josh this book is about dad and
or mom going into the military . It
comes with a stuffed Josh, book
and dog house.
Children’s Miracle Network is a
great project to support. In Fall
Conference piggy banks are passed
out for the Units to take back and
fill and bring they back in June.
Tab for Tots is still going remember to save those tabs. Have your
Post and SAL save them too. Its
goes to buy medical equipment
for the children .
Thank you to everyone who has
took the time to work with our
Veterans children and Thank you
for this appointment.

Past President Parley
We all need to get on the
Big Top Express
Judy Lynch, Chairman
Our medical scholarships are
one of the most outstanding contributions of our program. As you
are aware there is an extreme
shortage of medical professionals
across the nation. Many of our
VA Hospitals have had to curtail
services due to shortage of staff.
We encourage students to pursue
a career in ANY medical field and
will provide financial assistance
to as many as possible. This application must be to Department
Chairman by March 15, 2014 so
that the Committee will have time
to review the applications and
award scholarships. The Past
President Parley has three main
areas of focus, Medical Career
Scholarships, Member of the Year,
and recognizing and Awarding
Female Veterans for their service.
We need to also recognize female
veterans that are members of our
organization. There are so many
wonderful veterans who are members of our organization who, after

giving of themselves during their
active military service continue to
go on working and Volunteering in
our communities. They are still
giving of themselves, and they
need to be recognized and rewarded.
Recognize female veterans during your regular meetings and special events. Ask them to join your
Unit through their tour of service
to our Country. Every Unit has a
member who goes above and
beyond the call of Duty ….she
organizes events, is the first to volunteer to chair the parties for our
kids, think up the great project to
honor our veterans…………..have
you written her up for the MEMBER OF THE YEAR? These entries
are due to Department Past
President Parley
Chairman by March 15, 2014. The
three areas of awards are:
1. Past President Parley medical
scholarships.
2. Salute to Service Woman.
3. Unit member of the Year
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Reconnect Committee Activity Report
June 2013- December 2013
By Gary Tanner, Reconnect Chairmain
Since June 2013, the Department of Michigan
Reconnect Committee has been involved in our
aggressive Troop and Family Support Services as well
as assistance for our Veterans. Some of the activities and accomplishments are as follows:
Provided over $30,000.00 in Temporary Financial
Assistance from dedicated Reconnect Committee
funds to assist our Veterans, Active Duty and
deployed National Guard families in a variety of
ways from care packages to eviction prevention and
utility shut off prevention. We successfully prevented many evictions, (several of which were 7
Day Eviction notices), prevented multiple Utility shut
offs from occurring, paid for the shipping costs of
half a dozen care package shipments to our troops
overseas, paid for various home improvements and
handicap retrofits, paid for wheel chair ramps and
many other immediate quality of life needs.
Attended the National Guard’s Pre-, Mid and Post
Deployment Yellow Ribbon Workshops when notified by our Michigan units. These ranged from
normal briefings to closed door casualty briefings.
The Reconnect Committee briefs the families and
service members on the assistance programs that the
American Legion has to offer them. These briefings have been critical in building trusting relationships with these families and units.
Sent eleven families on all expenses paid retreat
weekends to Michigan Resorts such as Mackinac
Island including facilitating and paying for the long
overdue Honeymoon for a wounded Afghanistan
Veteran and his wife.
Conducted and funded 2 PTSD Eco-Therapy
Group retreats at our Wilwin Lodge facility in the
Upper Peninsula. These retreats were conducted in
partnership with Clinical Psychologists and consisted of 10 – 14 veterans ranging from Vietnam to
Afghanistan and included the introduction of Equine
Therapy to great success!
Conducted and funded seven “Elmobility”
Sesame Street Room missions for the families and
children of our Michigan National Guard Units. The
Elmobility Room is staffed by Legion Family volunteers and is a mobile Sesame Street play room that
is taken around to the various units and set up in
an existing room or indoor area so the kids have a
fun, safe place to learn and play while their parents
take care of unit matters.

Our Committee has continued to work with
County Emergency and Affordable Housing Offices
to assist Veterans with housing and quality of life
issues including the successful transition to permanent housing of homeless veterans with the
assistance of HUD-VASH Grants and Reconnect
Committee TFA resources and assistance.
Chairman Tanner has been invited to be a guest
speaker at many events such as County sponsored
Veterans Town Hall meetings, Legion schools of
instruction, Civic Dinners, National Guard unit
briefings.
Partnered with No Restrictions Golf Foundation
to conduct several adaptive golf clinics and attend
golf industry shows to promote our projects and
committee.
Partnered with Local Businesses and community sponsors to collect well over $60,000.00 to fund
our Reconnect Programs, Activities and Temporary
Financial Assistance needs including the Michigan
Wounded and Returning Warrior Retreat Program,
Elmobility Room and the Department of Michigan
Patriot Endowment Fund all created and launched
by the Department of Michigan Reconnect
Committee.
Reconnect provided several local Elementary and
Middle Schools with copies of our Know your
America booklets and ‘America’s Veterans’ DVDs
to be used in their classrooms.
Reconnect is now receiving referrals from the Red
Cross, VA, County Agencies, and National Guard
Units here in Michigan. Even national organizations
such as Operation Homefront are now sending
families to us for assistance when they are unable
to assist. The American Legion is the “Go To”
organization here in Michigan and will continue to
lead the way in providing the best possible assistance and quality of life for our military families and
our veterans!

David Loop, PR Committee Chairman
One of the messages Commander Moore has delivered throughout the year is for Posts to get out into the
world of media and promote, promote, promote their
activities. Have you been doing that? Do you have a
go-getter of a Public Relations officer who has been
sending material out to newspaper, radio, and TV?
How about to the members in your Post? Or your
District, yes are you giving Public Relations to your
District?
If you know of an outstanding Legionnaire or Post
who has been really promoting the Post or District be

sure to nominate them for an annual award, to be
given at this year’s Department Summer Convention
in Livonia.
Nominations must be submitted by May 15th, 2014
for complete details at www.michiganlegion.org/
pages/pr.html .
The Milton W. Lobstein Award will be presented
to the Best District Public Relations Program. The
award will be judged by the Public Relation Committee
Chairman and the Department Public Relations
Director. Award will be presented at the State
Convention.

ANNUAL PR AWARDS

GREAT LAKES NATIONAL CEMETERY

WREATHS ACROSS
AMERICAREPORT

By John Williams

It was cold, windy, and snowing at GLNC in Holly
on Saturday, December 14.
Hundreds of volunteers gathered to place 8,703
wreaths on the graves of the Veterans buried there. I
was joined by members from my American Legion
Post # 253 in Royal Oak, and the Disabled American
Veterans Chapter 19, South Oakland County.
In the past, I've sponsored three (3) wreaths, and
placed them in memory of a lost Shipmate, and a
friend who was a Pearl Harbor survivor, and my son's
father-in law-in-law who was a Navy Veteran.
This year had a more personal meaning for me, in
that I placed a wreath in memory of my niece, Julie
Ruth Carman, an Army Veteran, who passed away earlier this year after a long battle with cancer.
This year's wreath count was AMAZING !!!!, with
almost enough to place one at each grave-site.

Gary Tanner, Chairman
Department Reconnect Committee
www.michiganlegion.org/reconnect
Cell: (313) 550-4289
E-mail: gtanner364@gmail.com
Follow us on Twitter: @LegionReconnect
Like the “Elmobility Room” on Facebook
Elmobility is on the web at:
www.michiganlegion.org/Elmobility

DOES YOUR POST PRACTICE GREAT PUBLIC RELATIONS?

The Andy Gomolak Flying Eagle Award will
be presented to the Best Post Public Relations
Legionnaire. The award will be judged by the Public
Relation Committee Chairman and the Department
Public Relations Director. Award will be presented at
the State Convention.
The C. Oscar Hammond Award will be presented to the Best Post Public Relations Program. The
award will be judged by the Public Relation Committee
Chairman and the Department Public Relations
Director. Award will be presented at the State
Convention.
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WILWIN BRAVES THE WINTER

Earl is now taking reservations for this
summer. If you are a Veteran and want
to spend time in the Northwood’s wilderness alone or with family; as a jump off
spot or home base for UP vacation spots
within driving distances of many of
Michigan’s unique tourist attractions,
please give Earl a call. Dates are open.
There are no set times that you must
stay.
Wilwin is in need of furnishings for the
care-taker’s cabin to include all kitchen
appliances, kitchen cabinets, dining room
table and chairs, easy chair, sofa, washer and dryer, queen size bed, box spring
and mattress, and dresser. Used items in
excellent condition would be welcomed.
For specifications, please call Earl at the
above telephone numbers or send an email. All the help that you can give
would be appreciated. Donated monies
can be ear-marked for the cabin furnishings.
Wilwin board of directors want to give
a special “THANK YOU” to the Son’s
of the American Legion for their financial support and paying for the new communications system to be set up at
Wilwin this summer. Their support has
been “awesome!”

AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
2014 GOLF OUTING in LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25th, 2014

Anyone interested in a round of golf ? A golf outing has been
set up at a Livonia area golf course.
Greens Fees are $28.00 per person for 18 holes including a
cart. Tees times will be at 12 noon on Wednesday, June 25th,
2014. Fees must be received by May 25th, 2014 in order
to secure a spot. All information regarding your secured tee
time and course will be sent or email to you upon receipt of payment.
Please type or print clearly:

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: ________________________ State:_______ Zip:________
Email: _____________________________________________

Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone ________________

Please make checks payable to and send with
registration form to:
The American Legion 2014 Convention
22625 Arcadia
St Clair Shores MI 48082

"The contents of advertisements which appear in the Legionnaire are solely the responsibility of the advertisers. Appearance of any advertisement in the Legionnaire does not constitute either a recommendation,
nor an endorsement of the goods and services offered therein."

Bill Hafeman, Wilwin Director
It has been impossible to check on
Wilwin this winter due to the large snow
fall and cold temperatures. The only
heat that stays on is electric heat in the
bathrooms at the Multi-Purpose building. By the time you read this, more
than likely nothing will have changed,
weather-wise.
A special thanks to Roxanne Osga for
bringing the Wilwin web-site up to date.
Changes will be posted as soon as the
new information is received.
Past S.A.L. National Commander,
Earl Ruttkofsky and his wife Beverly,
have been appointed by the Board of
Directors as care-takers at Wilwin for
the year 2014.
Once the weather clears up, the first
item on the agenda will be to finish the
care-taker’s cabin. Any Legionnaires or
friends of the American Legion having
a State plumber’s license or a State electrical license and is willing to pull the necessary licenses to perform this work on
the care-taker’s cabin, please contact
Earl Ruttkofsky at Home: 231-2295930, Cell: 231-881-0844 or e-mail at
Eruttkofsky9771@aol.com. All materials and laborers will be furnished.

Classifieds
Buying Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, 40/8,
VFW, DAV, Masonic, and FOE
medals, badges, pins, caps,bars,
membership cards and Stamp
Collections. Contact Craig R.
Wotring, PO Box 1743 Owosso, MI
48867, 989-725-9728 Legion
Member

PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S. military items from all wars. Top
cash paid for Airborne,
Aviation, Pilot, Seal, Special
Forces, OSS, Ranger, Marine
items. Also German medals,
daggers, swords, guns, personality items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets
and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
3540 Timberline Drive
Clyde, MI 48049
(810) 989-9866
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Sons Squadron 21 Cmdr presents a $200 donation to
Squadron 50 Sons Steve Podgornik (R) and Son Dennis
Larson for Veteran Services efforts at the VA Iron
Mountain Medical Center.

Steve Striggow (Right) from American Legion Post 149
presents a donation to State Cmdr Moore, Alt-NEC Roger
Webster (Wilwin Lodge board member), and Dan Crisp
(Wilwin Lodge board member) for the Wilwin Lodge
Corporation.

Mike Mitchell Squadron 114
Greenwood presents a $50 check to
Detachment Commander Mike
Boughner for his special Project
Operation Comfort Warriors.

Post 331 Cmdr Dave Mutz presents 1
of 72 Dictionaries to 3rd grader
Peyton at Bridgeman Elementary
School as part of the Dictionary
Project.

Past Commander Billy Arnold from Post 183 was
inducted into the LCC Veterans Memorial on Nov.
11, 2013. Participants left to right are: Past
Commander Eugene Hanson, Past Commander
Randy Gregor, Current Adjutant George Guenther,
Past Commander Bud Pennell, Four members of
the US Army Color Guard, and Lt. Col. James
Bender, Director of Military and Veterans Affairs
at Lansing Community College.

State Commander Ray Moore stands with the contestents of the 2014
Oratorical Contest. From left to right: 1st place Winner Kaylee
Tegethoff, Ariel Everitt, Kendra Rocha, & Shayna Howard.

In Plymouth, Michigan, the VFW, The American Legion,
and the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter make
working together a priority in their community. They work
together for the communities Memorial Day Ceremonies,
Veterans Day Ceremonies, and Pearl Harbor Day. From Left
to Right VFW Cmdr #6695 Dennis Bielskis, AL Cmdr
#391 Frank Pawelak, and VVA President#528 Ron King.
Post 293 presented 17 holiday food baskets to area veterans over the holidays. L-R Bill Mielke, Louie Mitchell,
and Mike McGee.

L-R George Bolinger, Michigan Sec. of
State Ruth Johnson and 4th Zone
Commander Gary Hlavka at an event in
Traverse City.

Son Jim Wiekland squadron 21 presents a check
for $102 to Detachment Commander Mike
Boughner for Operation Comfort Warriors.

Legionnaires (L-R) Gene Withrow, Cmdr. Dorman
Whipple, and Mel Dye, along with Larry Jenkins
and Jim June, not shown, packed food boxes for
veterans and families during the holiday season.

Left to right picture of check given to Wilwin
Lodge by Legion Family at Post 558 Kelly Morley
(SAL). Vince Stark (post Commander 558) Lou
Oberle, Jan Penton, & Keith Penton.

9th District Commander Neal Horning and Mrs.
Horning were the guests of Rep. Wayne Schmidt
at the 2014 State of the State message by
Governor Rick Snyder. Also pictured on left
Jason Allen.

