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New Era for State Veteran Homes Begins

(LANSING January 11, 2017) – After many 
months of study, conversation, and long hours 
of work to develop a plan to upgrade the cur-
rent State Veteran Home system was signed by 
Governor Rick Snyder.  The current system of 
a Board of Managers and only two state owned 

veteran homes was established in 1885, one 
hundred and thirty years ago.  

The new Michigan Veterans Facility Au-
thority will be working to build two new state 
veteran homes, with the plan to continue with 
a total of 6-7 new homes throughout the state.  

A notice of intent has been filed with the Vet-
erans Administration to eventually replace all 
800 plus beds the state currently has in inven-
tory. 

Thank You
This effort would not have been possible 

without the leadership of Senator Hildebrand, 
Senator Knezek, Senator McGregor, Senator 
Stamas, Representative McBroom, and Repre-
sentative Rutledge, along with the support of 
the State House members and State Senators 
who supported these bills.  American Legion 
Board of Managers member and Chairman 
Bob Johnson and the other board of manag-
ers’ members were instrumental with drafting 
the new legislation, as well as, MVAA Director 
Jim Redford, former Michigan Health Veter-
an Health System CEO Leslie Shanlian, and 
countless others from the MVAA staff.   

Along the way, the veteran service orga-
nizations provided input and amendments to 
the legislation to ensure veterans are well rep-
resented in this new authority.

The new authority will take veterans care 
into the next 50-100 years.

CPR’s Coming Soon
2016 - 2017 consolidat-

ed Post Reports have arrived 
at Headquarters and will be 
mailed out soon to the Post 
mailing address. 

Posts can also log onto  
MyLegion.org and fill out their 
CPR electronically. 

It is important for all Posts 
to fill out and return the re-
ports so they may be consol-
idated and be used for legis-
lative efforts here in the State 
and in Washington.

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, June 15, 2017

Veteran’s Night at Comerica Park
Tampa Bay Rays vs. Detroit Tigers

Order information will be out soon, 
follow our Facebook page and  

www.michiganlegion.org
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“I Believe”

Greetings Legion 
Family!  This is a very 
interesting time in our 
nation’s history.  We 
again have a Repub-
lican President, Don-

ald Trump, following a Democrat.  
So, we expect to have some poli-
cy changes.  Some people will be 
be happy and others not so much.  
This was true eight years ago when 
we elected Barack Obama, a Dem-
ocrat following Republican George 
H. Bush.  And, 8 years before that 
when Bush followed Democrat Bill 
Clinton, who 8 years before followed 
Republican George H.W. Bush.  
Change can sometimes be a little 
scary but we know that we must 
change to grow.  We cannot afford 
to become stagnant or complacent.  
I believe knowing this has a lot to do 
with our election pattern.  Although 
there have been times when my 
choice of candidate did not win, I 
still believed in our political process.  
Our system of government and the 

peaceful transition of power is what 
makes this country great.  

 I believe in America, our re-
ligious heritage and in Americans.  
We are a strong, intelligent, diverse 
and resilient people.  I believe we 
are blessed by God.  Yes, I believe in 
God.  And, I believe in The Amer-
ican Legion, an organization of 
Americans that associates together 
for God and Country.  I believe in 
the Four Pillars of the American Le-
gion, especially in veteran rehabili-
tation and supporting the children 
and youth of our country.  I know 
that sometimes it may sound a little 
corny to some, but I do believe that 
in serving the Legion and our many 
charitable causes, we are also serving 
God.  “The King will reply, ‘Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.”  Matthew 
25:40.  

There is an inspirational song 
that was written in the 1950’s called 
“I Believe” that was popular for 

many year.  It was recorded by many 
artists including Elvis, the Letter-
men and Tom Jones.  The back story 
is that the song was commissioned 
and introduced by Jane Froman for 
her tv show, the U.S. A. Canteen, 
which featured talented members 
of the armed forces.  She wanted 
something that would bring hope to 
those people troubled by the Korean 
War, which happened so soon after 
WWII.  It became the first number 
one hit song ever introduced on 
televison.  You don’t hear it as much 
now as you did in the past but it is 
still just as significant today as then.  
Before pulling it up on the computer 
recently the last time I heard it was 
at church.  I encourage you to listen 
to it when you get the chance.  My 
favorite part of the lyrics says, “I be-
lieve above the storm the smallest 
prayer will still be heard.  I believe 
that someone in the great some-
where hears every word.”  Yes, I be-
lieve.  God bless you all. - Chaplain 
Eddie
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 Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at 
news@michiganlegion.org or mail it to 
department attn: Roxanne Osga.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting a hard 
copy photo, please note photos printed 
from a home printer cannot be used, nor 
can photos clipped from newspapers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Intersted in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact 
Mark Sutton at: info@michiganlegion.
org or by phone at 517-371-4720 ext 16.

Department of Defense Extends Online Military Exchange 
Shopping Privileges to Veterans

The Department of Defense an-
nounced a policy change that will ex-
tend limited online military exchange 
shopping privileges to all honorably 
discharged veterans of the military.

The veterans online shopping 
benefit will be effective this Veterans 
Day, Nov. 11, 2017.

While shopping privileges ex-
clude the purchase of uniforms, alco-
hol and tobacco products, it includes 
the Exchange Services’ dynamic on-
line retail environment known so 
well to service members and their 
families. This policy change follows 

careful analysis, coordination and 
strong public support. 

“We are excited to provide these 
benefits to honorably discharged vet-
erans to recognize their service and 
welcome them home to their military 
family,” said Peter Levine, perform-
ing the duties for the under secretary 
of defense for personnel and readi-
ness. 

“In addition, this initiative rep-
resents a low-risk, low-cost oppor-
tunity to help fund Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation programs in support 
of service members’ and their fam-
ilies’ quality of life. And it’s just the 
right thing to do,” Levine added. 

The online benefit will also 

strengthen the exchanges’ online 
businesses to better serve current 
patrons. Inclusion of honorably dis-
charged veterans would conserva-
tively double the exchanges’ online 
presence, thereby improving the 
experience for all patrons through 
improved vendor terms, more com-
petitive merchandise assortments, 
and improved efficiencies, per DoD 
officials.

“As a nation, we are grateful for 
the contributions of our service 
members. Offering this lifetime on-
line benefit is one small, tangible 
way the nation can say, ‘Thank you’ 
to those who served with honor,” 
Levine said.
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My fellow Legionnaires, 
how time flies when we are 
having fun and yes I am 
having fun.  The month of 
February is the month set 
aside to celebrate American-
ism.  This month I attended 
an Americanism banquet 
in the 16th District and at-
tended the State Oratorical 
contest in Grand Rapids.  
These events had me think-

ing about what the word Americanism means 
to me. 

This past year has been tough at times, 
with the election, riots, and seeing the knee 
taken during our National Anthem. 

Yes, we all have the right through the First 
Amendment of our Constitution to do say 
and do what we wish but, as it happens more 
and more, it can take a toll on our pride.

So, I want to take this time to say “THANK 
YOU”, thank you legion family for restoring 
my Americanism pride.  As I traveled across 
the U.P. I witnessed Americanism in action 
from the Posts we visited, to the volunteers at 
the State Veterans Home, and the VA Medi-

HeadquartersLarry Money, State Commander

Americanism, Restoring Pride

Larry Money
State Commander

cal Center in Iron Mountain.   Americans, 
Legionnaires, volunteered with all their heart 
and soul to care for our veterans.  To bring 
smiles to those residents there.  

The U.S. flag flies high in Legion halls, and 
city buildings and from front porches.

Seeing the State Oratorical Contest, I wit-
nessed our youth display confidence and per-
spective of their thoughts on the U.S. Consti-
tution.  It is unfortunate that we can only send 
one to the National contest because they all 
did a great job.

I am proud to be an American and as I 
think about what America faces I am con-
vinced that The American Legion has a role 

LEGIONCARE NO COST TO YOU ACCIDENTAL DEATH INSUR-
ANCE PROTECTION GUARANTEED† TO LEGIONNAIRES

As a member of the Legion Family, you’re eligible for up to $5,000.00 in 
NO COST To You coverage. But your Confirmation is REQUIRED for full 
activation.

$5,000.00** ACCIDENT PROTECTION MEMBER-ONLY BENEFIT:
Your beneficiary will receive a check for $5,000.00 if you suffer a fatal 

covered accident while you are traveling to or from any covered event con-
ducted for Legion Business, or $1,000.00 for all other covered accidents. 
There are no strings attached and you pay nothing for this coverage.

Your Department of The American Legion endorses this coverage to 
stand by your family with up to $5,000.00 cash benefit paid straight to your 
beneficiary, if you suffer a fatal covered accident at home, on the job, in your 
car, on vacation, while traveling, wherever you are.

† This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have 
major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage that meets 
“minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act.

*This benefit is paid for by The Legionnaire Insurance Trust

Other services offered by LIT include:

* “Life Lock” identity protection        * Long Term Care
* Lifeline Medical Alert Services        * Dental Insurance
* Cancer Caire Insurance Plan           * Health Insurance
* Hospital Help Plan                            * Travel Insurance “Eat”

Call 1-800-235-6943 for more information.

Sign Up Today at 
https://www.thelit.com/no-cost-legioncare

or mail this form to Michigan American Legion, ATTN: Le-
gion Care, 212 N Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI 48915.  Or email 
information to info@michiganlegion.org. (Reference Legion 
Care in the email subject)

SIGN ME UP FOR LEGION CARE!!!

Membership #: ____________________________________

                     __ Legion __ Auxiliary  __SAL

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: ____________________  State: _____ Zip: _________

Date of Birth: _____________________________________

Email address: ____________________________________

Policy is good as long as membership in good standing is 
maintained.

LEGION FAMILY have you activated your Legion Care  
$5,000 Accidental Death Protection?

in restoring the pride and respect for the U.S. 
Flag.  We do not have to reinvent the wheel, 
we can use the tools that our previous Le-
gionnaires created.  We just have to get those 
out to the people.  Go into the schools and 
show proper flag etiquette, to tell our story of 
service and to encourage kids to go to Boys 
and Girls State or participate in the Oratorical 
Contest.

February is Americanism month every 
year; we have eleven months to prepare.  I am 
asking you and your Post to plan and prepare 
for the month of February 2018.  Let’s invade 
our schools with the Red, White, and Blue to 
teach our youth the greatness of America.

Grand Ledge Post 48 American Legion 
Riders raised $7,500 for Guardian Angels 
Medical Service Dogs, Inc.
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            91.10%
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1st District
All meetings at Post 375, 19486 Sherwood, Detroit at 7PM
April 3 – District Annual Meeting
June 5 – District State Convention Meeting

2nd District
March 19, 2017  Milan Post 268
May 21, 2017     Adrian Post 97
SAL 11.00 AM, Riders  Noon, Service Officers  1 PM, Meet-
ing 2PM

3rd District
Sunday, March 5, 2017- Alderman- Luce Post 259,
131 York St. Bronson, Michigan 49028.
RSVP- 517.369.9678

Sunday, May 7, 2017- Greenawalt-Flaherty Post 42,
1000 W. Lawrence, Charlotte, Michigan 48813.
RSVP- 517.543.1344
*Executive Board Meeting- 11:30 AM, Dinner- Noon, and 
Regular Meeting at 1:00PM.  Note: It is crucial for anyone 
who plans to attend a 3rd District Meeting that you com-
municate to the host Post your dinner plans.  

4th District 
March 5, 2017 - Constantine, Post 223
May 7, 2017 – Hastings Post 45

5th District
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
All Executive Committee Meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
with Senior Vice Commander Jan Roy presiding.
All District Committee meetings will be conducted @ Post 
179 (616) 453-9861:  Oct 13, 2016, December 8, 2016, Feb-
ruary 9, 2017, April 13, 2017, June 8, 2017

DISTRICT MEETINGS
March 2, 2017 @7PM – Post 179, 2327 Wilson SW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 
May 11, 2017 @ 7PM – Willard G. Leenhouts Post 6, 10820 
Paw Paw Dr., Holland, MI
July 13, 2017 @ 7PM TBA

Past Commanders – Friday the 13th Club – January 13, 
2017 & October 13, 2017

6th District
Lunch 12:00 pm Meeting 1:00 pm

District MeetingsMembership
WHAT DO YOU WANT?

Barry Wood, Membership Chairman

 Many of us have joined organizations 
throughout our lives. We have joined Boy 
Scouts, High School Clubs, Rotary, Lions 
and on-and-on. What did we want from our 

membership these organizations? Did we achieve our 
goals in these organizations? What did each of us do to 
achieve those goals and if we failed to achieve our goals, 
why?

  Now we have joined The American Legion. What 
are your goals as members of The American Legion? 
Have you shared those goals with your post, district, zone 
and department? Do you attend meetings at these levels 
to help with the attainment of your goals and the goals of 
fellow Legionnaires? Do you set back and wait for some-
one else to attain your goals and then complain when 
“your” goals are not met. What is your responsibility in 
the achievement of your goals? 

  It is easier to reach a destination when you know 
what that destination is and it is the same for goals in 
any organization. We cannot reach our goals if we do not 
know what they are and we cannot know what they are 
if they are not expressed. We are The American Legion! 
It is not “we” and “them,” it is “us.” I hear too often “no 
one from the post has contacted me so I do not want to 
be a member any longer.” Yes, “we” should be reaching 
out to our members, but “you” are part of the “we” and 
you need to be a part of the partnership reaching out to 
“our” members. Please! Please! Please do not sit in the 
background being disappointed that things are not hap-
pening at your post or within your district. We all need to 
be active and wonderful things can take place and a pride 
can be felt by all in your local post.

  I still advocate that each post has a membership 
“team” and that the team reach out to members.  Reach 
out especially to those members not seen for a while or 
who are sick or not able to attend meetings.  Make a spe-
cial effort to let these members know what is taking place 
at the post and district levels and discuss how those mem-
bers can still help the post reach its goals. Invite members 
to the next post meeting. Invite members to the next post 
activity. Invite post members to your next planning ses-
sion. You do not need to be a post or district officer to 
invite members to the activities.

  Membership is what helps The American Legion to 
reach its goals. Membership is what helps your District 
to reach its goals. Membership is what helps your Post to 
reach its goals. WHAT DO YOU WANT?

For God and Country.

PROUD TO BE A VETERAN
PROUD TO BE A LEGIONNAIRE

March 5, 2017 Pinckney Memorial Post 419, 9807 White-
wood Rd., Pinckney, MI 48169
May 7, 2017 Buck Reasoner Post 238, 1785 Cedar Street, 
Holt, MI 48842
Memorial Service 11:00 am, Lunch 12:00 PM Meeting 1:00 
PM

7th District
March 19th - Caro
May 21st - Lapeer
June 2017 Convention 

8th District
Sunday, March 5, 2017 at Post 101 Greenville
Sunday, May 7, 2017 at Post 203 in Belding
Dinner at 1:30 and meeting to follow.

9th District
March 18, 2017 at Fife Lake Post 219
May 13, 2017 at Traverse City Post 35

10th District
Lunch at 12PM – Meeting at 1PM
March 4, 2017 – Skidway Lake Post 370
May 7, 2017 – Bay City Post 18
June 3, 2017 – TBD

11th & 12th District 
Schedule: (Eastern Time) 9:00 A.M. - Service Officers School 
10:30 A.M. - 11th & 12th District Meetings, Noon – Lunch, 
1:30 P.M. - U.P. Association Meeting 
The U.P. Midwinter Conference will be at Post #71 in Glad-
stone On January 27th thru January 29th, 2017. 
The 11th and 12th District meetings will be on January 
28th at Post #71. 

16th District
American Legion & Aux Meeting 7:30 PM
*Denotes Service Officer School 6:30 PM
** Memorial Service 6:30 PM
February 14* - Fort Dearborn Post 364 313-562-9090
March 14 – Wyandotte 217
April 11* - Trenton Post 426
May 9** - Lincoln Park Post 67 313-388-2088 Duel
June 13 – Garden City 396 313-381-2245

17th District
May 17, 2017 Livonia Post 32

2017 Membership Goal: 68,507  February 16 Total: 60,601 - 88.46%

6th Dist
            92.95%

18th Dist
          92.82%

3rd Dist
            92.68%

10th Dist
           91.56%

4th Dist
           91.78%

7th Dist
            91.26%

5th Dist
           90.97% 16th Dist

            90.87%

11th Dist
            90.83% 8th Dist

           90.46%

2nd Dist
            89.90%

17th Dist
          88.90%

19th Dist
            88.63% 1st Dist

            76.99%

9th Dist
         92.28%



212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915  New Phone: (517) 267-8809 SECTION TWO

Page 5                                                                                                                                                          March 2017
From the Desk of the President                                                                                     2016 - 2017 Department President, Ellen Jackson

Do You Know a Rock Star?
Dear Ladies, as I write this 

and look back over the past eight 
months it all seems like it went by 
at the speed of light. I sat back 
and I tried to remember all of the 
things I wanted to accomplish 
as Department President before 
I became president and it came 
to me. 

I am missing my rock stars, 
have you seen them? Many be-

lieve the role to the presidents job is to be the one in 
charge, to run the department on a day to day basis 
and frankly that is not the role of president. Our Ex-
ecutive Director Denise Carter has a handle on the 
day to day and when she needs me, she calls me and 
she has been doing a tremendous job. Yes there are 
times when a decision is needed, but the majority of 
time as president I have learned that my job is “Head 
Cheerleader” for the organization. No I don’t have a 
short skirt or porn pom’s and I don’t jump in the air 
and yell chants. (My body would not survive and it 
would probably scare the hell out of most of you). Marcy Jorae,  

Department Leadership Chairman
 The Leadership program is 

alive and well in the Department of 
Michigan.   The Department Lead-
ership Program has included Lead-
ership Workshops throughout De-
partment to discuss each of these 
topics.  By the time that you read 
this article, there will have been 10 
Workshops held in various locations 
throughout Michigan, including the 
Upper Peninsula.  The exciting 
news for us as a Department is that 
all 15 Districts in Michigan will have 
participated in a Workshop.  

These Workshops focused not 
only on Developing Leaders at All 
Levels, Reporting and the Culture 
of Goodwill (the 3 areas of focus in 
the National Action Plan), but also 
such topics as American Legion 
Auxiliary history, the structure of our 
organization and how we function, 
meetings/committees at all levels, 
protocol, websites and available re-
sources, and branding.

 The reporting process for 
this year will begin in March when 
Units complete the Annual Report-
ing form and submit to their District 
Committee Chairmen by March 31, 
2017.  Information packets/forms 
will be sent to each Unit by Depart-
ment, long with a list of the District 
Chairmen for each committee/pro-
gram.  The Unit should fill out one 
form completely with all the Unit in-

Leadership
formation and questions for every 
program and necessary narratives 
attached, make as many copies as 
you need to send to your District 
Chairmen, then mail or email your 
District Chairmen a copy of every-
thing.  This would also include en-
tries for any awards that you are 
submitting.  The District Chairmen 
have until April 15, 2017 to tabu-
late the Unit reports and send to 
the Department Chairmen.  District 
Chairmen will use the same form 
as the Units, completing the District 
portion of the form.  Districts may 
submit one entry for each award, so 
if multiple entries are received, the 
District Chairman will need to have 
a selection process before submit-
ting.  Green slips must be includ-
ed with each award submission for 
consideration for the award.  When 
filling out the “submitted by” portion 
of the form, please print/write legibly 
and include all the information so 
that if you need to be contacted for 
any further information, the process 
will go smoothly.  

 There will be a presentation 
at Winter Meeting on the Reporting 
Process.  New this year, we hope 
to have a video clip on the process 
for those who do not attend Winter 
Meeting.  This clip will be posted on 
the Department of Michigan Face-
book page.  

 We are “Leading the way in 
Michigan for the ALA”.

Mary Dubay,  
Department Historian

As I write this article, the National 
organization is working on an article for 
February’s Auxiliary magazine about 
what units can do to start preserving 
their history.  It is a continuation of the 
history related article that they includ-
ed in the November 2016 issue of the 
magazine.  This article told you about 
how to preserve some of the letters, 
photos, and VHS tapes that may be 
part of your history.  I hope that you’ll 
take the time to read both articles and 
to share this information with your fel-
low members.  There just might be 
someone who is interested in historical 
preservation.  Want to know more—
visit www.ALAforVeterans.org or email 
History@ALAforVeterans.org.  They’d 
love to hear from you about what you 
are doing to preserve your Unit and/or 

Preserving your History
District memories.

Talking about preserving your 
memories, it is almost time to send 
your history entries to your respective 
Districts for judging.  I hope that you 
have been keeping track of what you 
have done and have been taking lots 
of pictures to also show what you have 
accomplished this membership year.  
Each District has their own date and 
time for judging so be sure to verify with 
your district when they do their judging.  
The District winner needs to be at De-
partment Convention no later than 12 
noon on Thursday, June 22, 2017.  The 
exact location will be announced in the 
Department Convention Schedule. 

Remember that Juniors can also 
enter the History contests and the rules 
and judging are the same as for the Se-
nior History Books.  Please read and 
follow your Guide. 

Head Cheerleader means its about you the mem-
ber. As I have traveled around the department I have 
met some of the most amazing ladies who do amaz-
ing things for our veterans and their families. I get 
goosebumps listening to these stories of things they 
have done to help give hands up to members of the 
community who needed one. My only regret is that I 
was not able to stop and write down ever detail of the 
story and get a picture to share. 

So I am asking you 
As of March 1st I will have about 117 days and a 

wake up before my term ends and I am asking you to 
“BRAG” about you or brag about someone you know 
who is doing amazing things for our men and women 
who served our great country over the years. 

We know our job isn’t about us, we are not here 
for us, but if we don’t let other people know what we 
“actually do” then why would they want to join or or-
ganization. We need to 
shout to all who will lis-
ten the inspiration some 
of our members can give 
to us. I have had the priv-

ilege of meeting many amazing ladies all over Michi-
gan and I want to know who you know that I have not 
had the pleasure of meeting. 

So I am asking you to please send me a picture 
and a note of a member or volunteer who should be 
recognized and told how much we appreciate them. I 
might put their story in the paper, on our website, or I 
may just send them a thank you to let them know they 
are appreciated. 

We may not seek recognition, but I also know 
people appreciate when their efforts are recognized 
by others around them.

Before my time is up please, I want to cheer for 
them, I want to find rock stars .. Send your cheer to 
headquarters attention Department President, 212 N. 
Verlinden Ave. Suite B, Lansing, Ml 48915 or email 
me at sleepy1960@yahoo.com.

Thank you ladies for all you do. 

Dawn Gramza
Community Service Chairman

The American Legion Auxiliary’s 
motto is “Service to others not self” and 
we need to remember by helping in the 
community we are making the veteran’s 
surrounding a better place.  Helping in 
the community can be anything from 
planting gardens to cleaning up the 
road side. 

Look to partnering with civic groups 
such as Rotary, Lions or church groups.  

We need to remember our brand, wear 
your auxiliary Tshirts, jackets and never 
forget to wear your HAT.  

Simple things from helping in the 
library, volunteering at your school dis-
trict any help is always appreciated.  

Keeping your presence in the com-
munity will allow people to see WHO 
WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO.

Please remember to keep track of 
your hours and Please document all 
your good deeds. 

Community Service
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Mary Dubay Endorsed for Department Chaplain 2017-18
At a regularly scheduled meeting of the Sev-

enth District Association of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Department of Michigan held on August 
21, 2016 and at a regularly scheduled meeting of 
Harry Ollrich Unit #4 of the American Legion Auxil-
iary, Department of Michigan held on July 25, 2016, 
Mary (Mrs. Richard) Dubay was endorsed for the 
office of Department Chaplain.

Mary is eligible for membership through her 
husband, Richard T. Dubay, a Vietnam Veteran 
who served in the Air Force from 1966 to 1969. She 
is also eligible through the service of her late father, 
Charles Desmet, who served in World War II.

Mary has been a member of Harry Ollrich Unit 

#4 for 27 years. During this time she has held most 
offices and chairmanships. She served as Unit 
President for 2years and, is currently serving as 
Chaplain.

On the District level, Mary has held many chair-
manships and offices and served as District Pres-
ident in 1999-2000. She is currently serving her 
seventh consecutive term as District Treasurer.

On the Department level, Mary has served as 
Americanism, Poppy, Public Relations, Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund, Resolutions, Education, East-
ern Area Membership and Community Service 
Chairman. Mary has also served on the following 
as a committee member: Americanism, Poppy, 

and Public Relations. During the time that she was 
Americanism chairman, she won the Best Overall 
program in Americanism for the Central Division. 
As Education Chairman, she was awarded the 
American Legion Education Award. Mary is cur-
rently serving the Department as Historian. On the 
National level, Mary has served as Central Division 
Chairman for National Security. At the close of Na-
tional Convention, Mary will be serving on the Aux-
iliary Emergency Fund as Vice Chairman. 

Members of the Seventh District and Harry Oll-
rich Unit #4 ask for your support of our candidate, 
Mary Dubay, for the office of Chaplain for the De-
partment of Michigan for the 2017-2018 year.

Jacquelynn Boughner Endorsed for 2nd Vice President 2017-18
At a regularly scheduled meeting 

of Lapeer Unit 16 of The American 
Legion Auxiliary, Department of Mich-
igan held on January 10, 2017, Jac-
quelynn (Mrs. Michael) Boughner was 
endorsed for the office of Second Vice 
President of the American Legion Aux-
iliary Department of Michigan for the 
year 2017 - 2018.

Jacquelynn is eligible for mem-
bership through her brother, William L 
Ward, a Vietnam Veteran who served 
in the US Army.

As an active member of the ALA 
for the past 7 years, Jacquelynn has 
held offices and chairmanships at all 
levels including; Unit President, Sec-
retary and several Chairmanships, 

District Constitution & By Laws Chair-
man, Membership Chairman, AEF 
Chairman and Leadership Chairman, 
Department Area Membership Chair-
man and Website Chairman and Na-
tional Central Division Children & 
Youth Chairman.

Her achievements during her ser-
vice to the Auxiliary definitely show her 
dedication to our future.Among her 
many accomplishments are: advanc-
ing awareness of the ALA by solely 
funding and implementing the Blue 
Star Banner program at General Mo-
tors, increasing the number of units re-
porting each year by leading the effort 
to revamp the Department of Michigan 
year-end report, expanding leadership 

and knowledge of members by creat-
ing and facilitating a workshop style 
of district training which continues 
today, increasing understanding of 
parliamentary procedure by teaching 
members of the Legion Family about 
Roberts Rules of Order, improving 
knowledge of the Department financial 
position by analyzing the department 
financial documents and providing 
recommendations to strengthen the 
financial outlook through decreasing 
expenses, reducing risk and increas-
ing revenues, enriching membership 
communication by leading the re-
engineering of the ALA Department of 
Michigan website and finally reinforc-
ing the ALA Centennial Strategic Plan 

Goal 2 by creating, producing and dis-
tributing “Let’s Be Kind to Each Other” 
buttons and bracelets to approximate-
ly 2,000 members.

Jacquelynn is currently serving as 
the 7th District Association First Vice 
President and National Central Divi-
sion Membership Chairman.

It is with great pleasure that we 
endorse Jacquelynn Boughner for 
2nd Vice President. We feel that she 
is well qualified to serve the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Department of Mich-
igan, as an officer. We ask for your 
consideration and support of Jacque-
lynn for the nomination of Department 
2nd Vice President for the year 2017-
2018.            

Georgia Downs, Department Chaplain

If you are of Christian Faith, you 
notice someone at work, school, or 
elsewhere with a smudge on her fore-
head. It looks as if she missed a spot 
when washing. Then you see another 
and another who need to look in the 
mirror and that’s when you realize it 
is Ash Wednesday. These people 
must have received the imposition of 
ashes. This practice we use to mark 
the first day of Lent may seem odd. 
People go to church mid-week to have 
a cleric place dirt on their foreheads. 
Why ashes? The United Methodist 
Book of Worship, two suggestions of 
what worship leaders may say as they 
make the sign of the cross on anoth-
er’s forehead are offered: “Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return,” and “Repent, and believe the 
gospel.” Ashes also signify our sorrow 
for the mistakes we have made. When 
we participate in the service of ashes, 
we confront our sin. We recognize our 
inability to live up to all God has creat-
ed us to be, and our need to be forgiv-
en. On the first day of Lent, we come 
before God recognizing our Humanity 
and repenting our sins. One Wednes-
day every year we go to church re-
membering who we are and hopeful of 
who we can be. Lent leads to Easter. 
(Reference UMC.org/Joe lovino) 

If you are an Orthodox Christian: 

WHY ASHES?
February 27 was “Clean Monday” the 
first day of Great Lent; it marks exact-
ly seven weeks before Greek Easter. 
The clean signifies two meanings: the 
cleansing of the body and the spirit. 
Clean Monday is a day of excitement 
in Greece with many spending the day 
outside. It is a Greek Holiday. (Ref: 
Jane and Kenton Kolsiris/Lemonsan-
dolives.com)

If you are Jewish: Purim begins 
at sunset on Saturday, March 11 and 
ends on Sunday evening, March 12th. 
The story of the joyous holiday of Pu-
rim might appear somber. It tells of the 
destruction of the Jewish people as 
decreed by Haman, an adviser to the 
Persian King Ahashuerus. Recently 
crowned, Queen Esther was secret-
ly a Jew, due to her courage and her 
role in saving the Jews. The story of 
Purim is known as the “Scroll of Es-
ther.” Purim was a time of feasting and 
merrymaking, this developed into the 
special Purim meal, or Seudah.  Es-
ther 9:17-22. (ref. myjewishlearning.
com)

During this holy season leading 
to Easter, keep our soldiers and their 
families in your prayers. Prayers for 
the families who have lost children 
and loved ones in conflict. May God 
keep them close to his heart. God 
Bless all of you.

Rosemary Maciejewski 
Hello everyone! Can you be-

lieve in four short months we will 
be holding another ALA Girls State 
program? We cannot believe the 
time has gone by so fast.  It is such 
a responsibility to empower the 
young girls of today. So how are we 
going to get the girls to where they 
need to be? We start with the res-
ervation application; yep we need 
some money. The reservation ap-
plication and monies need to go to 
department so they can send you 
the delegate letter and checklist, 
and alternate information. The cost 
is $350.00 for each delegate, and 
your delegate will be responsible for 
a $25.00 online registration fee pay-

Girls State
able to MSU.

Do you have interested candi-
dates and no money; then we need 
to get those applications to: Beryl 
Robbins at 14683 Shenandoah, 
Riverview, MI 48193. Delegate Ap-
plications can be found on our web 
page at www.michalaux.org, click 
on Girls State.  Have the young lady 
fill it out and you can send it to Ber-
yl. We provided envelopes for this 
purpose at fall conference, and will 
have more available at winter con-
ference. Do you have money and 
no candidates; contact Beryl and 
she will help you find one.

Do you want to make a donation 
to ALA Girls State or know some-
one that does, then send those do-
nations directly to our Department 
office, Memo: Girls State. No girl 
that wants to attend ALA Girls State 
should be left behind.

 We cannot do this without your 
help, so we need volunteers!  If you 
are interested, contact Rysta Brown 
at rystab@hotmail.com to find out 
what you can do to help during this 
awesome week.  

Remember everyone, with an 
open heart and mind, we can secure 
the future of this country together as 
one. Thank you.
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
All Around The STATe

I have been very busy since 
my last article.  In October 
myself and my wife attended a 
Vietnam Vets Program at the 
Oxford Post.  This program was 
put on very well. Each person 
received pins, patches, hats and 
certificates from the govern-
ment.  There was also a dinner 
and the turnout was amazing.

In November we partic-
ipated in the Detroit Veter-

ans Parade and also pulled the float for the 18th 
District Juniors.  We also had the 16th and 18th 
District Commanders Tours which is always fun.  
Then we also helped out at the Veterans Thanks-
giving Dinner which is held at the Taylor Post.

December we participated in the Pontiac 
Christmas Parade and once again pulling the float 
for the 18th District Juniors.  Burrrrrrrr it was a 
cold one that day.  I also helped Santa deliver gifts 
at all 4 of the VA Hospitals which are in Grand 
Rapids, Detroit, Battle Creek and Saginaw.  This 
was a very rewarding time spent.

In between all of this I am still working on my 
project of picking up clothes for Veterans.  A one 
day trip took me to Marysville and the Port Hu-
ron Posts. 

January took us to the Cedar Springs Post for 
the Red Flannel presentation and we had a blast.  
The next day my Legion Commander Father and 
Department President Mother attended the 4th 
District Meeting which is in the 2nd Zone.  They 
also served everyone a very yummy dinner.

Carvin Chapman
SAL Commander

As of January 16th I have appointed Randy 
Jackson as the temporary 3rd Zone Commander.  
If you have any concerns in the 3rd Zone please 
feel free to contact Randy or myself.

Myself and my wife would like to express our 
condolences to the National SAL Commander 
Jeff Frain on the loss of his mother and also to 
the Family of Dorothy Johnson Past 18th District 
President on their loss. A big Thank You goes out 
to the National Central Zone Vice Commander 
for the get well cards that we sent me.

Here is hoping that 2017 will be a prosperous 
year in membership and as always a very healthy 
one for everyone.

Yours in God and Country
Carvin “Huey” Chapmen
Detachment Commander

National Public & Media Communications and  
Detachment Publications

By now the Holiday Season has passed and we 
hope everyone had a safe, happy and healthy one.  
Let us reflect on what we as the Legion Family 
members have done this year.  How many needy 
families did we help to celebrate these festivities 
with food and gifts?  Did we go into the commu-
nity to spread joy and the word of who we are and 
what we do?

Your local community newsletter and their 
cable or public broadcasting stations are tools to 
often forgotten by we the members.  Let’s suggest 
that once a month you have a P.S.A. announce-
ment in the newsletter or a brief meet and greet 
that can be shown on your local channel.  Many 
of the areas has a County newspaper that have a 
section for Veteran’s Service Organizations which 
give you the opportunity to get your word out 
about upcoming events, fundraiser’s memorial 
services and much more.  In most cases they will 
follow up on how these events went and will do a 
follow up article.

Remember sometimes we are our own worst 
enemy by not talking it up enough about  our own 
organization or any other service group performs 
and what we do.  Talk Radio has let us have a 
voice and we used it to get out and help our Vet-
erans who do not know how to get in touch with 
us.  These numbers and address’s need to be seen 
in every community and we must as good Public 
Relations people make sure they get to these vet-
erans, communities and the local State wife gov-

ernments and also the everyday people like you 
and me.

As we are in the world of social media this 
challenge can also be achieved by using Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and many more.  If you have 
not already start a website for your Legion Family 
do not just limit it to your Post but also show what 
is going on in your District and include what is 
happening on the Detachment level.  Be creative 
and make it user friendly so that the not “comput-
er savvy”  person can navigate through the web-
site.  Use all the tools you have available to get the 
message out to everyone not just the Veterans.   

As we promote we cannot forget the great 
programs of the American Legion that we sup-
port.  Child Welfare, National Emergency Fund 
and the National Endowment Fund just to name 
a few and there are many more.  

So I hope that you can see all of the different 
ways that we as members can spread the word!  
Do not be afraid to brag on yourself and your Post 
and Auxiliary and District. Please promote and 
donate if you can for these programs for which the 
American Legion stands for.   Stand up and shout 
we are American Legion Family Members and we 
are proud of it.  Above all if you see a Veteran or 
an active service man or women, give them a hug 
or a hand shake and say THANK YOU!

Yours in God and Country
Sandy Lipman

Victor C. Fisher 
Zone 1 SAL Commander

Greetings from the 1st Zone, I hope all is 
well with all of our Legion family. I am happy 
that the holidays are behind us. Happy New 
Year, to everyone The 1st zone was leading in 
membership until recently. We are currently in 
2nd place at 69.65 percent. We are about a per-
cent and 1/2 behind the leader. The current goal 
is 75%, so we have some opportunity for im-
provement. I am challenging all of our Squad-
ron Commanders to to get their squadrons to 
the goal of 75% . I would like to congratulate 
District 1 , they are currently in First Place for 
the Detachment Of Michigan, 82.35 Percent of 
the goal. Great job to all in District 1. District 16 
is in 7th place at 69.38 percent of goal. 

I would like to thank my Brother Greg Price, 
for helping Zone 1 and myself.  Greg has been 
following up with District 1, and also to help 
where needed. He has been also  filling in for 
me, as my schedule at work has been challeng-
ing. Thank you Greg, I really appreciate it. I 
would also like to thank our Detachment Com-
mander Chapman, for helping the Zone is sev-
eral ways.    Our annual Americanism dinner is 
Feb 4 at the VFW in Wyandotte. I will see you 
there.  I would like to thank all of the members 
of the Americanism Committee for all of their 
hard work. That is it for now, take care and God 
Bless. 

Remember Our Troops, Thank A Veteran

1st Zone Report
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At a specially called meeting 
of the Department of Michigan 
American Legion Post #287 meet-
ing held Saturday, January 14, 2017, 
it was unanimously agreed to en-
dorse Dominic Merlington to be the 
Department of Michigan Sons of 
the American Legion Detachment 
Commander for the year 2017-2018.

Dominic has been a member of 
the SAL for 33 years, joining under 
the service of his grandfather Robert 
Merlington who served in the Army 
during WWII. He followed the foot-
steps of his father Ronny Merling-
ton, in his dedicated involvement in 
the squadron. His father led by ex-
ample serving, as Detachment Com-
mander in 1986-87. Now Dominic is 
continuing the legacy in his pursuit 
to be Detachment Commander as 
well.

Dominic has served in every of-
fice of the squadron here in Cedar 
Springs.

He has been Commander for 10 
years. At the District he has served 
in many ways and held many posi-
tions, including Vice-Commander 
and Commander 2014-2015. He is 
currently serving as Adjutant. At 
the state level he has chaired many 
committees, including Membership, 
Americanism, Awards and Trophies 
and now serves as Public Relations 
chairman. He also was Command-
er’s Aide and Adjutant.

On a personal level, Dominic has 
worked for the Kent County Road

Commission for 30 years. He and 
his lovely wife, Christine, have been 
married for 13 years. Both Christine 
and Dominic’s mother, Shirley are 
active members of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary, having both served 
as District President.

All of this experience has made 
Dominic a perfect candidate for the 
office of Commander. He is well 
liked and respected by those asso-
ciated with the Legion family. His 
knowledge and caring nature will 
also make him an excellent Com-
mander.

Please elect our choice for Amer-
ican Legion Detachment Com-
mander, Dominic Merlington for 
the year 2017-2018.
Post Commander William T. Yuncker
Post Adjutant Eugene Kutchinski

Dominic Merlington for  
SAL Commander 2017-2018

3rd Zone Report
Greetings and S.A.L.utations,

The Commander has asked me 
to fill in as Third Zone Commander 
for the rest of this fiscal year. I am 
proud and happy to do so. If any of 
you in the Third Zone have need of 
assistance, either with membership 
or corresponding with Headquar-
ters in Lansing, I will be available to 
you. The best way to reach me is via 
e-mail at rajaxn@wowway.com. The 
second best way would be by phone, 
(248) 890-6396. I’m not always in 
an area where reception is the best, 
so, please leave a voicemail message 
and I will get back to you as soon as 
I can. Thank you, and I look forward 
to working with you all again.

Yours for God and Country,

Randy D. Jackson
PDC 2006-2007

5th Zone Report
December 15th, 2016 I was invited 

to the VA Hospital in Iron Mountain by 
Squadron 50, 20 year volunteer Steve 
Podtornik and Dennis Larson who is 
UP Veterans Memorial Co-Found-
er and Past State SAL Commander. I 
also invited 11th District Commander 
Wayne Roy to come along. Wives were 
also in attendance. We were treated to 
a great breakfast to start our day. From 
there we headed to the hospital. I gave 
out Christmas cards with $5.00 in them 
all donated by Squadron 50 to the vets.

We were then invited to their 
Christmas party where music and sing 
along was a part of the festivities.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Squadron 50, Steve Podtornik 
and Dennis Larson for all that they do 
for the veterans not just at Christmas 
time but all year long.

Bill Germain 5th zone commander.

Child Welfare Report
John A. Kailunas 
Child Welfare Chairman

Now is the time for all good 
men to come to the aid of the  Child 
Welfare. Foundation.  Plan and do a 
fund raiser for it. 

Do what you can do: Golf out-
ing, Car Wash, Cookie Sale (sorry 

Girl Scouts)
Dinner, Breakfast, Raffle or, any 

other legal way to obtain money for 
this great charity. Raise a minimum 
of One Dollar per member and get 
the 100 per cent ribbon for your 
Squadron Flag. Plan it. Do it.You 
can..........Will You.

Public Relations Report
Dominic R. Merlington,  
Chairman Public Relations

So what is Public Relations, re-
ally?   Well, dictionary.com says it is 
the” actions of a corporation, store, 
government, individual, etc., in pro-
moting goodwill between itself and 
the public, the community, employ-
ees, customers, etc.”  The Post Family 
I am a part of has shown great co-
operation with the community it is 
a part of, whether it be supporting 
the annual festival, becoming in-
volved in local projects – you name 
it.  I’ve seen firsthand at many Posts I 
have visited just how much a part of 
the community they really are.  I’m 
proud to be a Son, and you should 

be, too!
At the invitation of Commander 

Chapman, I had the opportunity to 
participate in the 16th District tour, 
as well as the 18th District tour.  It 
was a great experience to visit Posts 
I have never been at before.  At some 
of the Posts, I was able to talk to SAL 
members to find out what they have 
been doing as part of the Post Fam-
ily.  What has your Squadron been 
doing?  Let it be known!

It truly has been a pleasure to 
serve the Detachment, and I ap-
preciate Commander Chapman for 
being my mentor and allowing me 
to be a part of the many events he 
attends.

Missing in America Project
James and Irene Powers took 

their final ride together in Washing-
ton last December, to the Tahoma 
National Cemetery.

James Powers a Civil War Vet-
eran, served with the 12 Michigan 
Infantry Regiment as a Medical As-
sistant through the end of the War.

James and Irene Powers were 
discovered left unclaimed by family 
(since at least 1928) by Mr. & Mrs. 
Jim Dimond of the “Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War.”

To the best of their knowledge, 
this was the first Civil War Veteran 
to be interred at Tahoma National 
Cemetery.  

 MIAP is researching a potential 
Confederate Veteran, who remains 
unclaimed at the same Funeral 
Home,

Veterans think they will receive 
the honor and respect, paid to them 
as a result of their service to our 
great country at the time of their 
death.  Instead, many of those Veter-
ans continue to reside on a shelf in a 
funeral home, mortuary, or a storage 
facility at a crematorium.

So let us continue to help locate, 
identify and inter the unclaimed 
cremated remains of American vet-
erans, and get them off these shelves.

Stephen Fletcher and Phil Smith 
from the Dearborn Allied War Vet-
erans Council continue to offer to 
those who may locate the Cremated 
Remains of a Veteran the opportu-
nity for that Veteran to be honored 
in their next Memorial Day Parade 
Ceremony.

For God & Country, Greg Price

History & Scrapbooks
Andre Svacha
Detachment Historian 

Hello its time to start working on 
your history books and scrap books  
This year we will be have a few new 
awards, they are Squadron, District, 
Digital, & Detachment.

So let get out and get them done. 

I would like to see many as possi-
ble at convention for judging   also 
I need photos of detachment offices 
in you locations  or functions  with 
an explanation of what’s going on 
and who’s in the pictures  for the de-
tachment history book that I will be 
sending to national for judging.  
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Michigan Boys State 80th Anniversary
At 80 the Michigan American Le-

gion Boys state is alive and well. As 
we begin the next 80 years, there are 
a few areas that need some assistance 
to improve our health so we continue 
to provide an outstanding “National 
Civics Leadership Program”.

First, we would like each Post in 
the Department of Michigan to send 
at least one 11th grade boy from their 
community to Boys State. And at the 
same time, we would like each SAL 
Squadron to send at least one 11th 
grade boy to Boys State. When this 

occurs, we will have over 500 participants in our program. Each Post or 
Squadron that sponsors/sends at least 3 young men to Boys State will re-
ceive a certificate showing their support to the Boys State Program

Second, in order to keep the Boys State Program financially healthy, we 
are asking Posts, Squadrons, businesses or individuals to make a donation 
to the Michigan Boys State Endowment Fund. Checks should be written to 
Michigan American Legion Foundation with Boys State in the memo line. 
In recognition of your donation, we will list all donors in our Yearbook, on 
the Michigan Boys State website and recognized at the Fall Conference. Do-
nors will be listed as follows:

 Up to $1,000  -  Red Donor
 $1,001 - $5,000 – White Donor
 $5,001 - $10,000 – Blue Donor
 Over $10,000 – All American Donor
The funds we raise will allow us to keep the cost of Boys State down, al-

low us to cover the cost of all young men that want to attend Boys State, and 
will help us market Boys State. 

Now is the time to take action to support the Michigan Boys State Pro-
gram: reach out and send a young man from your community to Boys State 
and make a donation to the Boys State Endowment Fund.

The Boys State Committee and the Boys State District Chairs and ready, 
willing and able to help you make the 80th year of Boys State a success.

2014 NATIONAL CONVENTION RESERVATION FORM 
August 23 – 29, 2014 

Hampton Inn Charlotte Uptown 
530 E Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28202 

 

Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________ State ___________ Zip Code _______________ 

E-mail: __________________________________ Cell #  ______________________________   

Rooms (quantity): ________ king   ________ double        _______handicapped  

Arrival date: __________________________ Departure date: ________________________ 
Rooms are $156.81 per night (tax included).  First night’s room deposit needs to be included with this 
form.  More than 2 people in a room is an additional $10/day. Complimentary rollaways and 
complimentary parking.  

Roommate(s): _________________________________________ □LEG □AUX □SAL 

                           _________________________________________ □LEG □AUX □SAL 

                          __________________________________________ □LEG □AUX □SAL 

    __________________________________________ □LEG □AUX □SAL 

Special Room Requests: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Registration Fee: $25 each   LEGION_____   AUX_____   SAL ______ 
 (Note:  If you are an Auxiliary or SAL delegate, do not include your registration fee) 
Michigan Party:  Tickets are $30 each.  The Michigan Party will be on Saturday, 8.19.17 
National Commander’s Banquet:  Tickets are $45 each.  The banquet is Tuesday 8.22.17. 

If marching in the parade list how many & who: ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Enclose check or credit card information for: 

First room night deposit   $156.81    X    # of Rooms ______ $________ 
# of Registrations    $25 each   X   # of badges ______ $________ 
# of tickets for Michigan Party  $30 each   X   # of tickets ______ $________ 
# of tickets for National Cmdr Banq. $45 each   X   # of tickets ______ $________ 
      TOTAL ENCLOSED   $ ________ 

□ Visa  □ Mastercard  CC# ______________________________ exp. date ___/_____ 
 

                                Signature:_________________________________________ 

2017 NATIONAL CONVENTION RESERVATION FORM
August 19 – 23, 2017

Peppermill Resort Spa and Casino
2707 S Virginia St, Reno, NV 89502

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT DEPARTMENT BY JULY 14, 2017 – Attn: Kim 
 No refunds after 7.14.17         

American Legion Legacy  
Scholarship Open to Post 9/11 50% 
Disabled Veterans Family Members

Deadline April 20, 2017

The American Legion Legacy Scholarship was created to help 
children of fallen post 9/11 service members.  In October of 2016, 
the National Executive Committee opened eligibility to children 
of post 9/11 service members who have a VA disability rating of 
50% or higher.

Do you know a post 9/11 veteran who has received 50% dis-
ability rating from the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs with 
teenagers ready to go to college?  

Or do you know the children of a fallen post 9/11 service 
member who are getting ready to go to college or are already in 
college? 

Direct them to www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy to start 
the process of applying.  Their parent(s) sacrificed for this coun-
try, we owe it to their children to carry on their legacy.
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Legion memorial project has 180 entries

Since its release in November, The American 
Legion’s Veterans Memorial Identification Project 
has already attracted 180 submissions from 36 
departments. The National Executive Committee 
approved the project in October at the Fall Meet-
ings, through which Legion Family members can 
find, photograph, collect information on and up-
load entries on veterans memorials and monu-
ments in their area. One goal of the database is to 
help defend against challenges to memorials that 

have religious language or symbolism. For more 
information about the Veterans Memorial Identi-
fication Project, visit www.legion.org/memorials.

A similar project has also been undertak-
en by the World War I Centennial Commission 
and the Pritzker Military Museum & Library 
as an offshoot of the 100 Cities/100 Memorials 
fund-matching initiative. The Memorial Hunters 
Club (http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/in-
dex.php/memorial-hunters-club-about...) is part 
of an attempt by the organizations to map World 
War I monuments and memorials across the 
country. Approximately 900 have been identified 
and listed, but estimates place that at less than 1/3 
of the total. The WW1 Memorials Map, showing 
those already listed, is designed to be viewed on a 
smartphone.

Legion Family members who have already 
posted World War I memorials on the Legion’s 
site are welcome to post them with the Memorial 
Hunters Club as well.

Legion Riders Honor Fallen Police Officer.  American Legion Riders Groups from Posts 298 and 465 stood a Flag Line as mourners 
arrived for a Memorial Service for Sgt. Collin Rose, the Wayne State University Officer who lost his life in the Line of Duty.  The 
Memorial Service was held in Augusta, MI on Friday Dec 2, 2016.  Each Rider received a blue ribbon, to honor the memory of 
Sgt. Rose’s faithful service to his community.  Sgt. Rose was the grandson of American Legion Post 465 member Clifford Rose.

Photo on left: Swearing in Ceremony of ALR Chapter 364, 
The American Legion Post 364 Dearborn MI. Photo on 
right: A Certificate of Appreciation was present to T.J. 
West by Commander Ted Gagacki for his diligence and a 
gratitude of thanks from Post for T.J. West in keeping the 
parking lot clean every day of the week, out of his own 
time and appreciation of being a Legion Member of the 
Post.

At Bishop Noa Home , Gene and his wife Alice 
were visited by Post Adj. Dave Wilson Post 82. 
Gene has been a member of post 82 for 75 years.

Winter U.P. Tour
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USAF Names Selfridge ANGB as  
Finalist for F-35 Base

Tech. Sgt. Dan Heaton,  
127th Wing Public Affairs 

Selfridge Air National Guard 
Base has been selected as a finalist 
under consideration as a home base 
for the nation’s newest fighter air-
craft, the F-35 Lightning II.

“We’re excited about this ini-
tial selection. Selfridge clearly rep-
resents the first, best choice to house 
the world’s most advanced multi-
role fighter,” said Brig. Gen. John D. 
Slocum, commander of the 127th 
Wing. “Couple that with the proven 
war-fighting capability of our Mich-

igan Citizen-Airmen - battle-test-
ed pilots, maintainers, and support 
personnel - and Selfridge is the clear 
choice for this new mission.”

The Air Force conducted a re-
view of all existing Air Force bases 
in making the selection for the loca-
tions of the F-35, ranking the bases 
based on existing infrastructure, en-
vironmental concerns, training op-
portunities and cost factors.

A review team will now visit the 
bases selected as finalists and sub-
mit a final recommendation to the 
Secretary of the Air Force by spring 
2017.

If Selfridge is selected as a home 
station for the F-35, the aircraft 
would likely begin to arrive at the 
base in 2022 and replace the A-10 
Thunderbolt II, an attack aircraft 
flown at Selfridge since 2009.

Selfridge has been the home to 
one or more fighter aircraft squad-
rons ever since it opened nearly 100 
years ago, on July 1, 1917.

The Selective Service System 
for the State of Michigan current-
ly has several openings for local 
draft boards across the state. While 
there currently is no draft in effect, 
the federal government requires 
that a functional system be in place 
for readiness purposes. To meet 
that goal, we recruit and train civ-
ic-minded individuals from around 
the State to serve as draft board 
members. Many of our current 
Board Members are indeed mem-
bers of various Veteran Service Or-
ganizations, such as the American 
Legion.

Serving on a Presidentially-ap-
pointed Local Board is an honor 
and a privilege. Board Members are 
citizen volunteers and serve their 
local community by protecting the 
rights of those individuals who are 
drafted. They ensure that young 
men who are drafted are able to 
serve their country, and those with 
lawful and legitimate reasons for 
not being drafted are not inducted 
into the U.S. military. I am seek-
ing volunteers who are interested 
in this important civic duty. While 
we have openings in most counties 
across the state, we are in dire need 
of board members in the following 
communities and zip codes: 

Oakland County: 48165, 48331, 
48334, 48335, 48336, 48374, 48375, 
48377 (mostly Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills, and Novi)

Wayne County: 48111, 48164, 
48174, 48180, 48184, 48242 (mostly 

Taylor, Wayne, Belleville, etc.) and 
48101, 48120, 48122, 48126, 48146, 
48229 (mostly Dearborn, Lincoln 
Park, Melvindale, etc.)

Luce County: 49853 and 49868 
(Upper Peninsula around Newberry 
or Sault Sainte Marie)

Lapeer County: 48003, 48412, 
48421, 48428, 48444, 48446, 48455, 
48461, 48464 (mostly Lapeer)

While these positions are indeed 
prestigious and important, the com-
mitment is quite minimal. Once ap-
pointed, Board Members attend a 
local 4-hour training session within 
the first couple years (usually on a 
Saturday during the spring or sum-
mer), and then only need complete 
a 2-hour training session annually 
(which can be done at home on-
line, if the Board Member prefers). 
In-person training typically is held 
at a public location near the Board 
Member’s community. 

Additional information can be 
found on our website at www.sss.
gov. If you or friends/family are 
personally interested in becoming 
a Board Member, please email me 
or call me and I will contact you/
them accordingly. I can be reached 
at (248) 736-1841 or (734) 214-4461 
or at dkloc07@comcast.net or kloc.
daniel@epa.gov. If you know of 
someone who might be interested 
in volunteering, please feel free to 
pass along my information. Thank 
you for your time and for consid-
ering this important service to your 
country.

LEGION FAMILY JOINT  
TESTIMONIAL DINNER

MARCH 25,2017

Once again, this year, all 3 Testimonial Dinners are 
being rolled into one.  An exciting night is being planned, 
starting with a SOCIAL HOUR @ 5:00 pm. followed by 
DINNER @ 6:00 and PROGRAM @ 7:OO.   All this is hap-
pening in the Ballroom of the American Legion Post 16,   
1701 W. Genesee St. Lapeer. 

Just $40.00 per person, includes meal, draft beer, and 
wine.

SEND NAME AND CHECK-PAYABLE TO:  Anita 
Mennel 6040 Dryden Rd. Dryden, 48428  

(tickets will be available thru Sat of Mid-Winter Confer-
ence)

A block of rooms has been held at the Best Western in 
Lapeer, under Legion Family Testimonial.  The room must 
be reserved by 3/4 /17.  Call direct 810.667.9444

    Commander - 
Carvin “Son”

Commander -  
Larry “Dad”

 President -  
Ellen “Mom” 
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American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ ad-
vocacy to Michigan Veterans and their families.They can assist 
with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in 
Veterans’ benefits services. Assist you and your Dependents 

in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to 
your country. 

American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210

477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6640 Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov

Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
-------------------------------------

Call the Detroit office for Field Service Officer Schedule
Visit us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/MichiganVAR

Veteran Service

Gary Easterling
Director

New license plate gives everyone the 
opportunity to support veterans

From the “Veteran” designation on 
their driver’s license or state ID to license 
plates that proclaim their branch or era 
of service, veterans in Michigan have a 
number of ways to proudly display their 
Armed Forces service – and more easi-
ly receive discounts at local businesses 
along the way.

And now, thanks to the Secretary of 
State’s office, those who support veterans 
and the organizations that serve them 
have a way to show their own pride as 
well. 

The “Support Michigan Veterans” li-
cense plate was created at the beginning 
of 2016 as a way for everyone to display 
their thanks and support of Michigan’s 
660,000 veterans – whether they served 
themselves or not. And because it’s a 

fundraising plate, sales of the “Support 
Michigan Veterans” license plate directly 
benefit Michigan veterans and their fam-
ilies as well. 

Proceeds from the plate are admin-
istered by the Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency, which uses the funds to enhance 
outreach and services to veterans. At 
least 25 percent of the donations received 
from the new veteran plate are also set 
aside for tuition support for Michigan 
National Guard members or the Chil-
dren of Veterans Tuition Grant program.

It’s a way for friends, family and 
loved ones to demonstrate their support 
and admiration for those who served – 
and raise funds to enhance outreach to 
veterans and current military service 
members. 

Those who are interested in support-
ing outreach to veterans can purchase 
the plate at any Secretary of State office. 
More information about the “Support 
Michigan Veterans” license plate, as well 
as other veteran- and military-specific 
license plates, is available on Michigan-
Veterans.com or by calling 800-MICH-
VET (800-642-4838).

New State Veterans Home Ombudsman
Kellie D. 

Cody Jr. earned 
a Bachelor’s 
Degree in So-
cial Work from 
Western Mich-
igan Univer-
sity, a Masters 
in Social Work 
from the Uni-

versity of Michigan and a PhD. in 
Interdisciplinary Health Sciences 
from Western Michigan Universi-
ty.  He is a licensed Master of So-
cial Work and a Licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist in the state of 
Michigan.  Kellie has over 30 years 
experience in Mental Health as a 
clinician and administrator, includ-
ing experience in residential and in-
patient care.  He is an Army Veteran 
and has served veterans for the past 
5 years linking them to the services 
they need, deserve and are eligible 
for as well as providing outpatient 

therapy to veterans and soldiers, 
specializing in veterans with PTSD.  
He has also taught at university 
level in Bachelor or Social Work, 
Masters of Social Work, Masters of 
Marriage and Family Counseling, 
Public Administration, Health Care 
Administration, and Interdisciplin-
ary Health Departments. 

Kellie comes to the ombudsman 
position with a passion for serv-
ing our veterans and a desire that 
all veterans be treated with dignity 
and respect and that their concerns 
be heard and resolved.  He is com-
mitted to assisting Michigan Legis-
lators and their Constituents to in-
vestigating and resolving Veterans’ 
Home Members concerns.  He also 
provides guidance for proposed 
legislation and policies and proce-
dures related to veterans’ issues in 
Michigan.

Member American Legion Post 
484, Hickory Corners, MI
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Constitution and By-Laws
By time you receive this news-

letter; all Squadrons throughout our 
Detachment should have received 
information about Commander 
Carvin Chapman, Judge Advocate 
Skipper Townes, and I, going in Lan-
sing to see how many Squadrons 
have a copy of their Constitution 
& By-Laws on file at Department.  
We also looked to see how many 
Squadrons have a photo of their 
Charter in their individual folders.

We learned that many Squad-
rons Did Not have at least one or 
more of these significant docu-
ments on record.  It is essential 
that every Squadron have this in-
formation on file at Department.

We are asking Squadrons that 
did not have a copy of their Consti-
tution & By-Laws at Department, to 
create a new one.  Those who have 
had their Constitution & By-Laws 
on file for more than 2 years, we 
are asking them to update them to 

better serve their Squadrons needs.
Copies of these documents shall 

be submitted to the Detachment of 
Michigan for approval and signature 
by the Detachment Judge Advocate.

Please remember that both 
your Squadron Commander and 
Post Commander must sign your 
Constitution and By-Laws be-
fore sending them to Department.

We are also asking all Squad-
rons to either photocopy or pho-
tograph the Front, and Back of 
your Charter.  The front photo will 
show your Squadrons Original 
Charter, and the photo of the back 
will show the Original Signatures 
of those that signed the Applica-
tion for your Squadrons Charter.

We will have more discus-
sion on this at our Winter Meet-
ing in March, at the Holiday 
Inn Gateway Centre in Flint.

See you in Flint
Greg Price

Thank & Pray for Our Brave  
Men and Women in Blue

Mike Boughner
Homeland Security Chairman

The job of a law enforcement 
officer carries a great deal of risk, 
but many people pursue a career 
as a police officer because they 
feel a moral duty to protect others.

Law enforcement fatalities na-
tionwide rose to their highest level 
in five years in 2016, with 135 offi-
cers killed in the line of duty, accord-
ing to preliminary data compiled by 
the National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial Fund (NLEOMF).

The 135 officer fatalities in 
2016 is a 10 percent increase over 
the 123 who died in the line of 
duty last year and is the highest 
total since 2011, when 177 offi-
cers made the ultimate sacrifice.

Firearms-related incidents 
were the number one cause of 

death in 2016, with 64 officers 
shot and killed across the coun-
try. This represents a significant 
spike—56 percent—over the 41 
officers killed by gunfire in 2015.

Of the 64 shooting deaths of of-
ficers this year, 21 were the result 
of ambush style attacks—the high-
est total in more than two decades. 
Eight multiple-shooting death inci-
dents claimed the lives of 20 other of-
ficers in 2016, tied with 1971 for the 
highest total of any year since 1932. 

Among the states, Texas had the 
highest number of officer fatalities, 
with 17, followed by California with 
10, Louisiana with nine, Georgia 
with eight and Michigan with six; 
Detroit Police Officer Myron Jarrett 
age 40, Detroit Police Sgt. Kenneth 
Steil age 46, Berrien County Bai-
liff Joseph Zangaro age 61, Berrien 
County Bailiff Ronald Kienzle age 63, 
Branch County Deputy Mike Win-
ter age 39 and Wayne State Universi-
ty Police Officer Collin Rose age 29.

Law enforcement officers are in 
a uniquely difficult position: work-
ing to keep citizens safe 24 hours 
a day and seven days a week while 
often making a very quick deci-
sion on who could be a threat, at 
the same time as obeying the laws 
of the land and basic human rights. 

The fact is, they are citizens 
with families just like us, and they 
do what they do because they are 
passionate about it — not because 
they are making a great living at it.

I just want to take a minute to 
thank all the brave men and wom-
en in blue who every time they 
put that uniform on, they put my 
safety above theirs.  And to ask 
everyone to make a special effort 
to pray for all of our law enforce-
ment — who are brave enough to 
do a job most of us would not do.

4th Zone Report
John P. Brown
SAL 4th Zone Commander
“Make a Wish” Chairman

I hope all of our Veterans, La-
dies Auxiliary and SAL mem-
bers and their families had a won-
derful and uneventful holiday

In reflecting back to the fall of 
2016 some interesting things took 
place.  As, SAL 4th Zone Command-
er, I was able to attend the 9th District 
and the 10th District meetings for the 
Legion.  The 10th District was held 
in Harrison at Post  #404.   At this 
meeting I was able to meet and talk 
to the current National Commander, 
Charles Schmidt.  He and our Depart-
ment Commander Larry Money were 
in attendance at this meeting and we 
had a chance to talk about the impor-
tance of the SAL to the Legion.   The 
Commander’s praised the SAL’s con-
tributions to the Legion.  To me, this 
was very rewarding in the SAL being 
acknowledged so highly as part of the 
Legion Family.    The hard work that 
our Squadrons do for our veterans 
and their communities should make 
for all you to feel very proud, good job.  

We, Squadron #300 Lake City, 
also had our largest crowd ever at our 
annual Veterans Day Dinner where 
we enjoyed a fantastic swiss steak 
dinner.  Our club room was enter-
tained by the Patriot Choir, from Ca-

dillac.  Lake City’s elementary school 
children also wrote letters and col-
ored pictures thanking our veterans 
both current and past.  Those items 
covered our dining tables and were 
well received by our veterans and 
their families and friends. A special 
thanks went out to all of the SAL, 
Ladies Auxiliary, and friends who 
help make the event a great success.

As you know this is the time of the 
year, 2017, when the SAL wishes to 
attain our membership goal of 100%.  
If any of our Squadrons have any paid 
membership sitting around, please 
send them in to the Detachment.  If 
you have some unpaid members, then 
please SAL Commanders, reach out 
and remind them of their importance 
to the Legion Family and encourage 
them to continue to support their 
squadrons in helping our Veterans.

Some good news is we are work-
ing in forming a new Squadron in 
East Tawas, Post #211. I, along with 
past Department Commander, Ray 
Moore, had a meeting in East Tawas 
in January.  We sat down with the Post 
Officers to discuss and address many 
of their questions in the forming of a 
new squadron.  I assured them that 
I was at their disposal in helping to 
make this happen.  Hopefully, by the 
time this report goes to press we will be 
well on our way to attaining this goal. 

 I, as 4th Zone Commander, 
will continue to try to reach out, by 
phone, email or visit, in the upcoming 
months.  If any Squadron Command-
ers have any questions, or need help 
then please feel free to contact me.

I am also the “Make a Wish” 
Chairman for the SAL.   This won-
derful organization helps so many 
people.  Please, if all of our squadrons 
could make a donation to this fantas-
tic foundation, then maybe we can 
bring a ray of sunshine into a child’s 
life.  Donations can be made direct-
ly to “Make a Wish”, or sent in to the 
Department.  If a donation is sent to 
the Department, than mark the foot-
note that the donation is for “Make a 
Wish”.  Which every way  you decide 
to donate, please note the check # and 
amount and forward to me, so as I 
can send out a proper thank you and 
keep a record for the Detachment.

Hello fellow S.A.L. members of the Detachment of Michigan. Squad-
ron 568 Stevensville Mi. would like to invite you to 2017 state conven-
tion. June 2,3.4 2017. The main motel is the Super 8 1-269-429-3218 
87.00 plus tax a night secondary is Baymont 1-269-428-9111 99.00 plus 
tax a night. We are hard at work getting everything in place. More info 
to follow as we are finalizing everything. For more information contact 
Ron Wyatt at 269-208-0886 chairman. As Blue cappers it is your con-
vention to help make decisions and elect your new officers. This is your 
right as members.

For God and Country
Ronald R. Wyatt
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Legislative Report
David Lee, 
Legislative Chairman

In light of the recent elections, 
we are proud to welcome many new 
faces to the legislative processes, and 
with those faces come new ideas and 
a renewed sense of passion for what 
The Sons of the American Legion 
stands for.

We want to remind everyone of 
the importance of being an active 
member of the legislative process, at 
all levels of government, state, local 
and national and how being part of 
that process allows all of us to have 
our voices heard while continuing 
the good works of this great organi-
zation.

As you may know, the National 
American Legion recently appoint-
ed a new Legislative Director, Mat-
thew Schuman and with this letter 
we would like to extend to him a 
warm welcome and we look forward 
to all that his appointment will bring 
to the Sons.  In a recent article sent 
out to all members via email, Direc-
tor Schuman discusses many topics 
such as the 115th Congress, as well 
as many of the veterans legislative 
issues being brought up for review 
this coming year.

While many of his thoughts 
were well received and thought pro-
voking, the one which garnered the 
biggest reaction was his explanation 
of how the influence of our members 

and their active participation would 
be paramount in making this a suc-
cessful year for all those involved in 
the Sons, not only our communities, 
but especially the children and the 
veterans of this country!!

During the upcoming year we 
will continue to share important 
information with all the members, 
some of which require a response 
from one and all.   Please know that 
with your quick and timely response, 
we will be able to continue to ensure 
that our membership is here to make 
changes in the lives of others and to 
be a positive force in the community 
and to show we are more than just 
a card carrying organization!   We 
mean business and there’s no busi-
ness more important than the busi-
ness of showing our veterans what 
they mean to us!!

Lastly, we would like to remind 
all members of the importance of 
the George B. Evans Grassroots Vet-
erans Advocate of the Year Award.  
As you know, this award is given 
out to a member who has shown 
outstanding leadership and com-
mitment in the support of helping 
pass legislative issues throughout 
the year.    If you need to learn more 
about the award and the guidelines 
for submitting a name, please see the 
National Sons of the American Le-
gion website.

Thank you for your continued 
support! Injuries and Motorcycle Riding

Tom Howard  
SAL ALR Chairman

In our social activities we can 
learn so much from different people 
at different Posts. Through personal 
experience I have had the opportu-
nity to meet many Veteran’s in physi-
cal therapy and share some findings. 
Our VA system is good but some-
times things get left out or not men-
tioned. While in physical therapy I 
learned that a particular electron-
ic pain therapy device is normally 
available through the VA at no cost 
if the need fits the injury. The device 
is called a Tens unit. By sharing this 
information I have personally been 
called back and the unit was indeed 
approved by the VA. The VA will not 
tell people about this but if you ask 
they have granted approval at least in 
one person’s case.

A therapist named Heather at 
CAPTA in Mid-Michigan also has 
a warm spot for Veteran’s as well as 

Andy an owner. While digging into 
Veteran’s therapy options through 
the VA she discovered that you may 
not indeed have to travel the VA  for 
treatment. Usually for hardship rea-
sons such as lack of transportation, 
travel costs, and others; the VA will 
let you see local authorized clinics. 
Sometimes a wrist injury or some-
thing, and the hassle of traveling 
distances or the cost just doesn’t 
seem worth the fight or is impracti-
cal. Through social interaction and 
sharing through our Legion family 
we can overcome hurdles and share 
discoveries.

Contact your service represen-
tative or CAPTA Physical therapy 
in Lansing for more information.   
CAPTA’s phone is 517 323 0593 or 
see their web site on the internet. The 
wintertime is not only a great time to 
fix our motorcycles and make them 
safe but also fix our bodies for many 
more miles of riding with friends.

National Membership Comments
Michael L. Lawler, 
National Vice Commander

Boy what a close race… with just 
a few hundredths of a percent sepa-
rating us, every member does count.  
Each renewal, each new member 
inches us one step closer to taking 
the lead from National Vice Com-
mander Kelly, of course we need 
to beat National Vice Commander 
Yanke out of second place first.  

With every Region going gang 
busters, towards 75 percent, we need 
to bust it first! We will not let the 
75 percent goal loom over us, we 
already have two detachments over 
goal!! Iowa and Wisconsin, but ev-
eryone is well within reach if you just 

make the call.  Make the connection 
with your Squadrons, Posts, Units, 
Counties, District and yes even De-
partment.  You may be the one who 
can connect with the young veter-
ans in your community or that are 
on the DML, find them a Post home 
and sign up their entire family.

Thanks for all you do. When I am 
out visiting with the Detachments 
and hear all the great work that is 
going on, the fun and unique ways 
you raise money, sign up members 
and support the Four Pillars, well, it 
makes me very proud to be a SON 
and to know I can count on you!

 Be a Super Hero, sign up three 
AMERICAN HEROES to the Amer-
ican Legion.

The American legion family
 
On behalf of my family we would like to thank you all for the 

flowers, cards, phone calls and special thanks to those who came 
to my mom’s funeral, when we say we are a family this was so true 
this past week, my family and I cannot say thank you enough, you 
all helped my family deal with my mom passing thank you again.

 
Sons of The American legion
National Commander
Jeff Frain

The American Legion Post #287 in Cedar Springs was proud to wel-
come the State Commanders and Presidents to our home for the annual 
Early Bird Dinner. The dinner was held on January 7th to show our ap-
preciation to the members of our Post, Auxiliary and Sons of The Amer-
ican Legion who have paid their dues by Veterans Day of the previ-
ous fall.  It is our tradition to invite the leaders of our state to attend this 
event. It is also our tradition to give them each a set of Red Flannels. In 
the past it was given to prepare them for the Upper Peninsula trip which 
usually follows directly after our dinner, in an attempt to keep them 
warm during the cold and often snowy conditions of the UP in January.
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Pamela Globke                                                                                                          
Americanism Chairman

The American Legion Auxiliary 
is a large supporter of the Ameri-
can Legion Americanism programs.  
The Auxiliary is commitment to pro-
moting Americanism to the Commu-
nity through our leadership.

 A Unit or District may hold a 
Flag Education Program so that Unit 
members will have the knowledge 
to increase awareness and partici-
pation in adult and youth activities 
throughout the year showing proper 
respect for the American Flag.  That 
may include the correct way to fold 
a Flag, or the proper disposal of all 
Flags.  It will also show the proper 
Salute to the Flag of our country, 
and to the National Anthem, wheth-
er veteran or civilian.

Our members support all Patri-
otic Days, and we additionally show 
our commitment to Veterans who 
are Interred in Cemeteries, with 
programs such as Wreaths Across 
America, placing Flags on Veterans 
graves, or cleaning the Headstones 

Americanism
of those Veterans. 

Each year, the American Legion 
Auxiliary sponsors an American Es-
say Contest. The 2017 Essay Title 
will be: “How does learning about 
government and our America help 
you become a future guardian of the 
liberties of our country?”

Our members endorse the 
American Legion Oratorical Con-
test and all the monetary incentives 
that are available to help get junior 
members to participate, and we are 
always willing to help the chairman 
of the Oratorical Contest in any way.

One program we encourage 
is the Right to Vote in elections, 
whether it is for the President of the 
United States, or for an elected of-
ficial in your community.  This has 
been a freedom we have enjoyed 
throughout our country’s history.   

History also shows we been en-
dowed with the right to live as free 
people in a free land, and the free-
dom to show our enthusiasm, pride, 
and respect, for our Love of Ameri-
ca.                                                                                                     

Marcy Jorae Endorsed for Department Historian 2017-18
At a regularly scheduled meeting 

of the Edwin T. Stiles American Le-
gion Auxiliary Unit 153 held Septem-
ber 12, 2016 and the 8th District As-
sociation meeting held September 18, 
2016, Marcy (Mrs. Steve) Jorae was 
endorsed for the office of Department 
Historian of the American Legion Aux-
iliary Department of Michigan for the 
Auxiliary year 2017-2018.

Marcy is eligible for membership 
through the service of her late hus-
band, Stephen C. Jorae, a U S Marine 
Corps Veteran. He served for 6 years 
in the Marine Corps Reserve during 
the Vietnam conflict. Mr. Jorae was 
a 30 year member of Edwin T. Stiles 
Post 153 in St. Johns, Ml at the time 
of his passing.

Marcy has been an active mem-
ber of the American Legion Auxiliary 
since 2006. At the Unit level, she has 
served as Unit President for 8 years, 

a position she currently holds. She 
has served as Chairman of most com-
mittees at the Unit level. During this 
time, Marcy has greatly broadened 
the scope of programs that Unit 153 
participates in, has encouraged mem-
bers to learn more about the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary through discus-
sions at meetings and working new 
programs for the Unit, and has spear-
headed work at the Post to make the 
American Legion Family more visible 
in the community through American-
ism awards, the Girls State Program, 
more visibility at community events, 
and newspaper articles.

At the District level, Marcy served 
as First Vice President for 2009-2011; 
as District President 2011 - 2013; 
and as District Secretary 2013 to the 
present, mentoring District and Unit 
Presidents when possible. Marcy has 
served as the District Chairman for 

the following committees: American-
ism, Community Service, Constitution 
and Bylaws, Education, Leadership, 
Membership, Past President’s Parley, 
and Public Relations. Marcy has en-
couraged members to live a Culture 
of Goodwill as she has led by exam-
ple, leading the District meetings with 
civility and respect for others.

On the Department level, Marcy 
has served on the Americanism Com-
mittee and chaired the Public Rela-
tions Committee. As Chairman of the 
Public Relations Committee, Marcy 
conducted the first Michigan “Ring 
Your Bell” campaign in an effort to 
spark enthusiasm amongst members 
and to encourage them to make the 
ALA brand visible in their communi-
ties. She is currently serving as the 
Leadership Committee Chairman for 
a second year, focusing on training, 
mentorship, improving the Culture of 

Goodwill within the Department, and 
increasing the participation in the an-
nual reporting process. At the 2016 
National Convention, the Department 
of Michigan received the National 
award for the Best Overall Leader-
ship Program for the 2015-2016 year. 
Marcy is also on the Michigan Long 
Range Strategic Planning Commit-
tee, currently serving as the Goal 3 
Champion - Developing Leadership 
at All Levels and has recently been 
appointed Chairman of the Michigan 
Strategic Planning Committee. 

It is with great pleasure that we 
endorse Marcy for this position. We 
feel that she is well qualified to serve 
the American Legion Auxiliary De-
partment of Michigan as an officer. 
We ask for your consideration and 
endorsement of Marcy for the nomi-
nation of Department Historian for the 
2017-2018 Auxiliary year.

Christine Merlington 
5th District President

The Fifth District has been all 
the Mighty 5th is expected to be 
and then some. Since becoming 
President this year I have watched 
our District do its best in everything 
it has set out to do.  The Christmas 
Gift shop was super successful this 
year with so many volunteers.  No 
one waited long for any assistance. 
The units provided so many items 
for the Veterans to choose from.

Our Third Thursday Bingo at 
the home had lots of participation 
and lots of fun. The Lady Veter-
ans Luncheon was wonderful.  At 
the beginning of February we had 
a Leadership Conference, which 
was very successful. Our Project 
this year is Second Chance, which 
is an organization aiming towards 
completing a school which utilizes 
Faith and Horses during the course 
of study, assisting students who 
have either given up or been giv-
en up on.  Donations are coming in 
great.  With Chris Moore heading 

The Mighty 5th
up our Public Relations this year....
so much is communicated through-
out the District.  The Four Chaplains 
Service was extra special this year 
with the family of one of the soldiers 
that was on board the Dorchester 
with the Chaplains.  Our District Jr 
President Emily has been very suc-
cessful in her fund raising efforts for 
her program this year, which is the 
Grand Rapids Police Department’s 
Camp Omalley,  as well as con-
tinuing the Road Cleanup Project 
this year.  We lost two very special 
members this year, members who 
were awesome in their assistance 
to our programs and other mem-
bers.  Nancy Sagorski and Phyllis 
Corner will be especially missed for 
all the generosity and kindness they 
exuded towards all.  Membership is 
on the climb....not quite at the top 
but we are gaining. I am very grate-
ful for the confidence this District 
has placed in me and I will continue 
to do all I can for them as they do all 
they can for this wonderful Organi-
zation and our Veterans.

Membership
Angela Galbraith
Eastern Area Membership Chairman

Did you know that our members are our most 
valuable asset?  What are you doing to show our 
members that you appreciate and value them?  
All of our members are volunteers, and their time 
is very valuable.  Be appreciative, create a wel-
coming environment, and above all be kind to 
one another.  It is also very important to Recruit, 
Rejoin, and Renew when it comes to members.  
We must insure that this great organization con-

tinues.
The Department of Michigan is currently in 

4th place in the Central Division with 75.77%.  
Way to go!  It is imperative that Membership 
Chairmen get those dues in ASAP!!  I know we 
have all heard this before, but it bears repeat-
ing…”Do not sit on dues!”

As the Eastern Area Membership Chairman, I 
am happy to report that District 7 has maintained 
the first place Membership spot for most of the 
year (give or take a week or two).  Great job!!  I 
want to congratulate all the Units of the Eastern 

Area on a job well done, especially those that 
reached the 75% goal by February 14th.    Your 
hard work and dedication are very much appre-
ciated.  Please do not forget about the Member-
ship Awards that are available to you.  Consult 
the Membership Program for these awards at 
www.michalaux.org.  Also, the weekly Member-
ship Report is available to you on the Depart-
ment website.

Hats Off to you Ladies, and all the wonderful 
things you do for this great organization,  and of 
course, Hats Off to our Veterans!!
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Laurie Sweet
8th District President

As your new president of this 
great district I would like to say 
thank you for all your support 
and continuous knowledge that 
you’ve given me.  Teamwork is 
such a valuable tool in the tool-
box of success. My plan is to 
have a successful year with my 
big team of units. 

When elected president, I 
was given a task to think of a 
project that would generate at-
tention and revenue to a com-
mittee that meant something 
to me. I selected the VA& R or 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilita-
tion. This committee helps the 
veterans with food, housing 
and medical expenses when 
they are in positions that they 
cannot afford too. So with great 
thought I came up with the Clay 
For VA Trap and Skeet Shoot.  
This event will take place at the 
Fish Creek Sportsman Club in 
Hubbardston, Michigan on May 
13&14, 2017. There will be lunch 
served for a nominal fee. All pro-
ceeds from the event will go to 
the Aleda Lutz VA Medical Cen-
ter of Saginaw, Michigan. This is 
when I will need all the support 
of my units and anyone inter-
ested in helping or participat-
ing. A great event such as this 
will require great participation in 
making it happen, so if you are 
interested please contact me,  
Lsweet380@gmail.com.  (Reg-
istration forms are in the works 
of being put to print.)

The Ladies Auxiliary of St. 

Eighth District 
Linda Wallace, 
6th District President

I would be remiss if I didn’t 
extend a big “Thank You” to the 
6th District for giving me the 
privilege of serving as your Dis-
trict President.  As I visit the var-
ious units, it is truly remarkable 
what our members have been 
doing for veterans, active duty 
personnel and our communi-
ties.  One unit started their year 
off by donating to “Backpacks 
for Military Children”.  Other 
units are actively participating in 
the “Pocket Flag Program” and 
“Cell Phones for Soldiers”.  Units 
have volunteered for headstone 
cleaning at Great Lakes Nation-
al Cemetery.  Another unit has 
placed a large bin at their Post 
home labeled  “Jeans for GI’s” in 
which the community and mem-
bers donate jeans that are then 
taken to a center for distribution 
for veterans who are in need 
of clothing.  Many units partici-
pated in various Veterans’ Day 
activities which included visiting 
veterans at local care facilities, 
serving pancake breakfasts and 
laying wreaths at local cemeter-
ies. Units have also been busy 
clipping coupons and sending 
care packages to troops over-
seas and sponsoring special 
food nights.  Members helped 
organize a county veteran’s pic-
nic.  

Units were very busy during 
the holidays by donating to 
“Toys for Tots”, displaying “Giv-
ing Trees” in which gifts were 
taken to local VA facilities, spon-
soring Christmas parties for 
veteran’s children and grand-
children, and holding “Santa 
Breakfasts”.  One unit partnered 
with other organizations and 
served Christmas dinner for 470 
guests (200 of which were deliv-
ered to the homebound).  They 
have been giving their time to 
this annual event for the past 35 
years!  Some units sponsored 

Sixth District Happenings
veteran families while another 
auxiliary unit held a “Christmas 
Card Signing” get-together. One 
unit visited several assisted liv-
ing homes Christmas caroling 
along with their Junior mem-
bers.  Members traveled to 
Great Lakes National Cemetery 
to participate in “Wreaths Across 
America”.  Units held Holiday 
Craft Shows to raise funds for 
various auxiliary programs.  Do-
nations from units were sent 
to the Saginaw VA hospital for 
the veterans “recliner” project.  
Our District was well represent-
ed at Battle Creek VA Hospital 
for Christmas Gift Shop.  “Hats 
Off” to all members (15) who 
were able to participate in this 
fun day and for those units who 
donated money and sent gifts 
($5,468.78). It was appreciated 
very much by the hospital pro-
gram representative and veter-
ans.

6th District units have worked 
diligently to raise funds in order 
to support our auxiliary pro-
grams such as:  VA & R, Medical 
Career Scholarship, Michigan 
Creative Arts Festival, Memori-
al Scholarship and Girls State.  
“Thank you” to those units who 
have contributed to these pro-
grams and to the units who have 
donated to my special project 
“Wilwin @ Cygnet Cove”.  Also, 
special thanks to units 141, 151, 
158, 415 and 419 for keeping 
me informed on what their units 
do for our veterans and their 
communities.  

Membership continues to be 
a priority in keeping our organi-
zation alive and active.  Contin-
ue to recruit, renew and retain!!!

Remember that March 
is “COMMUNITY SERVICE 
MONTH”.  Let’s get out into our 
communities and show them 
what a great organization we 
are!!!  “Hats Off” to all 6th Dis-
trict units who are so giving to 
our organization!  Keep up the 
great work!!

Johns Post 153 hosted the No-
vember District meeting and 
served a delicious meal.  They 
had previously hosted the Mint 
Festival Parade. Both events 
were well attended and orga-
nized. The rain during the pa-
rade didn’t even stir up their 
organization. Well done ladies. 
The Carson City Ladies Auxiliary 
unit 380 has been busy hosting 
little ghosts and goblins for their 
Halloween treat or treat night. 
They handed out 500 hotdogs, 
chips and hot chocolate, coffee, 
and/or orange drink. “The weath-
er was perfect this year“.  They 
also held the September District 
Meeting.  The first Leadership 
Workshop held by Marcy Jorae, 
Department Leadership Chair-
man.  They also will be having 
a New Year’s Eve Party to bring 
in the year. The Chesaning La-
dies Auxiliary invited me to the 
opening ceremonies of the Sag-
inaw County Fair. This was neat 
because this fair runs by volun-
teers only. When you pay at the 
gate that’s the only time you pay 
at this fair for the most part. You 
don’t pay to ride the rides, you 
don’t pay to play the games, you 
only pay for food. This was fasci-
nating to me. What a way to be 
able for a family to go and enjoy 
themselves. I also will be attend-
ing their Christmas party.

I hope everyone has a very 
busy new year welcoming new 
members into their units. Let’s 
set goals and reach them as the 
greatest ladies organization in 
the nation. Remembering eight 
is great! 

Poppy Days
Sheilah Dittenber, Poppy Chairman

Poppy days are coming up soon. Remembers, you can do your 
fundraising any time during the year. Reports will soon need to be 
completed. The dates are in your guides. 

District Chairmen please send:
Poppy displays to Eli Martin
Poppy posters to Margo Forrester
Miss Poppy scrapbooks to Sheilah Dittenber

All our addresses are in your guide.

Hope to see you in March at the Winter Conference in Flint.
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DEC REPORTS
2017 WinterConference

2nd Zone
Catherine Buckley, Commander

Can we say membership? Yes, 
that is the word for today. We are 
looking good, but I know we can do 
better. We can be #1 with just a little 
more push. One member per per-
son, that’s it. You could stand outside 
Home depot or Meijer and have that 
in 15 minutes, well maybe 30. If the 
Bell Ringers at Christmas can raise 
thousands in a matter of a couple 
weeks just think what we could do 
in no time. Look for that truck with 
a veteran’s sticker or disabled tag. 
They are out there just waiting. 

I’m very impressed with the hard 
work the District Commanders are 
doing with membership drives. An-
other way to notify the 225’s is write 
a letter inviting them to transfer, put 
a transfer form with it and a return 
envelope to your Post. 

We need to start thinking out-
side the box to draw in the young-
er veterans. They are on a different 
wave link than some of us older 
ones. They’re not into the lounge 
(bar) so much. They are into tech-

nology and into assisting veterans 
in groups. They want things for the 
family. To grow we need to reach out 
to them for assistance.

We are losing WWII and Kore-
an Veterans steadily, and Vietnam 
Vets are holding down the fort. If 
you don’t bring in the younger ones 
where is that going to leave us? There 
is much to lose that isn’t thought of 
much at the Post and it isn’t said at 
meetings. We have a BIG VOICE on 
Capitol Hill, without the American 
Legion what happens to these veter-
ans and their families? Do we want 
to leave them nothing? We need to 
let them know what we do. We need 
to drop the stigma of the lounge 
(bar). We need to improve our im-
age at the Post level, and only you 
can do that.

I’ve gone to two Four Chap-
lains services and am just amazed 
that year after year you never tire of 
watching the service. This year was 
a real honor, meeting family mem-
bers of the crew of the Dorchester. If 
you haven’t gone, please mark your 
calendar for next year. You won’t be 
disappointed.

To all I thank you for the hospi-
tality I’ve received from all my visits. 
If there is a Post that would a visit 
please contact me. I would love to 
see your Post. Scrap metal pays off.  American Legion 

Blumfield Post #229 Legionnaire Craig 
Specht made a special visit to our Febru-
ary meeting to deliver a check of $308.75. 
Back row L-R: Jim Bartels, Charlie Juras, 
Jack Weihl, Dan Hanson, Ed Nowaczyk, 
Dennis Dietrich, Mike McGinnis, Gary 
Dietrich Front row L-R: Leo Barnekow, 
Irving Reinbold, Commander Ray Sylves-
ter, Craig Specht.

Happy 98th

Birthday
American Legion
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Nancy Hastings, Hillsdale Daily News 

JONESVILLE – At the age of 92, Dale Smith 
of Jonesville has received some overdue recogni-
tion while remaining ever humble of the award.  
Smith, the last surviving member of Golf Compa-
ny, 151st Infantry Regiment of the 38th Infantry 
Division, received a Purple Heart medal recently 
at the Jonesville American Legion with Rep. Eric 
Leutheuser making the presentation. 

The Purple Heart is a United States military 
decoration awarded in the name of the President 
to those wounded or killed while serving with the 
U.S. Military. The event was arranged by Renae 
Shircliff of the Veterans Affairs Office after she 
learned of Smith’s valor during a conversation 
about his service.

“He never received the award due to having 
malaria,” Shircliff said. “The award is normally 
presented by the Veterans Affairs Office. Since Rep 
Eric Leutheuser asked to present it, it was done at 
the American Legion during a meeting. His peers 
wanted him to get the medal he deserves.”

Shircliff added that Smith is heavily involved 
at the Legion, having served in a color guard for 
more than 200 funerals. Smith said he was sur-
prised when he was awarded the medal.  “I was 
just doing my job,” he said. “I couldn’t believe it 
when they handed the Purple Heart to me.”

The special tribute read by Leutheuser said 
that Smith was a member of the greatest gener-

ation, and the last surviving member of the Golf 
Company, known as the “Avengers of Baton.” On 
one critical night of fighting, Smith single-hand-
edly held off waves of advancing Japanese soldiers 
by relentlessly applying grenade pressure from 
within the fighting position he had dug into the 
side of the hill. By morning, he had thrown 299 
of the 300 hand grenades he had been supplied.

Leutheuser said Smith’s “valorous actions that 
night saved his entire unit from being overrun by 
enemy soldiers and earned him the Bronze Star.” 
In addition to being a hero to his entire unit, his 
bravery also directly impacted the life of one in-
dividual during a separate incident. Under a blan-
ket of heavy fire, Smith did not hesitate to come 
to the aid of a fellow soldier who had been injured 
on the battlefield. Smith was shot in the back of 
the leg during rescue, but he found the strength to 
get the soldier and himself to safety. To this day, 
the shrapnel remains in his leg.

“There wasn’t any way for medics to get out 
there, so I just packed it with foot powder and it 
healed up,” Smith said. 

Other medals and articles Smith has received 
are carefully guarded by his wife, Ruberta, of 65 
years, who keeps items organized in scrapbooks. 
“If it wasn’t for her, I wouldn’t be here,” Smith said 
of his wife’s longtime devotion.  While he gave 
much of his youth to the army, he feels pretty 
lucky to still be around. He spent his 22nd, 23rd 
and 24th birthdays in the Philippines. He joined 
the army in 1944 and was discharged Dec. 8, 1946.

 “To me he’s a hero,” Shircliff said, noting that 
the Purple Heart would be added to Smith’s pa-
perwork.

Somehow, having the paperwork corrected 
didn’t mean as much to him as holding the medal 
in his hand. Giving Shircliff a hug, Smith said he 
was grateful for her efforts and for the ability to 
still enjoy something he knew was “just the right 
thing to do.”

PURPLE HEART
Special tribute issued to veteran Dale Smith

Department Seeking 
Candidates for the 2017 

National American  
Legion College

ATTENTION Post Vietnam Era Veterans

Do you know a hard charging Legion 
Post or District officer who is bleeding Le-
gion blue?  Do they want to know all about 
The American Legion?  Do they have a fu-
ture as a Legion officer or chairperson at 
the District and Department level or have 
ambition to move higher?

Then consider applying for the Nation-
al American Legion College program to be 
held October 29th, 2017 to November 3rd, 
2017 at National Headquarters in India-
napolis, Indiana.  

The Department of Michigan is seek-
ing to choose one or two Legionnaires who 
have a desire to know more about the or-
ganization and contribute to the organiza-
tions success.  If selected candidates will 
spend a week National Headquarters learn-
ing all things Legion.  Hotel, travel, and ex-
pense money for food is provided.  

Applications are available at www.mich-
iganlegion.org or email kim@michiganle-
gion.org.  The deadline to submit your ap-
plication to Department is June 15, 2017.  
Send via email to adj@michiganlegion.org 
or mail to Ron Runyan, State Adjutant, 212 
N. Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI 48915.  Past 
NALC members will make recommenda-
tions to the State Commander Money for 
selection.



WWW.MICHIGANLEGION.ORG | March 2017| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE 19

Compensation 101: What Exactly is  
VA Compensation?

By Jason Davis served five years in 
the 101st ABN, including two com-
bat tours to Iraq. He’s currently an 
M.A. candidate in Writing at Johns 
Hopkins University and serves as so-
cial media administrator for the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration.  (Ed-
ited for space from http://www.blogs.
va.gov/VAntage/34844/34844/)

So, what is compensation? 
It’s money, obviously. But there’s 

more to it than that. People of-
ten say it’s their “monthly check,” 
their “service-connected payment,” 
“their disability payment,” or even 
simply their “benefits.” These are 
actual words I often see, but even 
they don’t effectively describe what 
compensation is, nor do they accu-
rately portray which specific bene-
fit—among dozens VBA adminis-
ters—they’re referring to.

There are several types of VA 
compensation, but I’ve learned 
that most people are most often 
referring to disability compensa-
tion. When referring to disability 
compensation, people most often 
say “my claim,” “my money,” “my 
benefits,” or “my check.” Sometimes 
they even say “my pension,” which 
is, itself, an entirely different and 
unrelated VA benefit.

Alright, I’ve dragged you along 
long enough, What IS VA compen-
sation? 

• irst of all, it’s taxpayer money. 
Every year, VA makes a budget 
request for the following year. 
In simple terms for just VBA, 
we look at what we’re currently 
paying to administer VA bene-
fits, including how much we’re 
paying in compensation to the 
millions of Veterans on the rolls, 
then we analyze how much more 

we’ll need based on many fac-
tors, mostly that there are more 
Veterans now accessing and re-
ceiving and applying to more VA 
benefits. However, VA’s budget 
does not limit what we can pay 
in benefits.

• Secondly, to safeguard taxpayer 
money, disability compensation 
is a process. There are federal 
laws that govern how we, the 
VBA, can administer it. This is 
a protection to the taxpayer to 
prevent abuse and fraud.

• Next, maybe most important-
ly—and the part you care about 
most: VA disability compensa-
tion is a tax-free, monthly pay-
ment to eligible Veterans for the 
injuries and medical conditions 
they incurred/acquired/caught/
received or aggravated while in 
active military service.

• But VA compensation is also an 
acknowledgement. An acknowl-
edgement implies acceptance 
from the federal government 
that what happened to you in 
service can or may affect you af-
ter service. And that’s a broad, 
vague statement. Thus, VA com-
pensation makes up for the po-
tential loss of civilian wages or 
civilian working time you’d miss 
as a result of, or for tending to 
(appointments, etc.), your inju-
ries/medical conditions. It’s ba-
sically the government saying, 
“Hey, thanks for your service. 
You sacrificed your health for 
America, so we accept that your 
reduced health may impact your 
ability to live as comfortably as 
you would had you not gotten 
hurt/sick.”

• Lastly, VA compensation is not 
income. I’m going to say that 
again: VA compensation is not 
income. It is not a replacement 
or substitution for civilian em-
ployment, and it is not a military 
retirement. Except in uncom-
mon situations, VA does not pay 
you to not find or hold civilian 
employment. Compensation 
makes up for; it doesn’t replace.

Are You Receiving Your Healthcare 
from the Veterans Health Administra-
tion (VA Healthcare)? But Missing Out 

on Compensation Benefits?
Gary Easterling,  
Department VSO Director

This past weekend I was at the 
American Legion Post in Albion, 
Michigan where The American 
Legion presented a VA Benefit 
Seminar for the local community.  
We presented the three divisions 
of the U.S. Department of Veter-
an Affairs; there is the Veterans 
Health Administration, Veteran 
Benefits Administration, and the 
Cemetery Administration.  All a 
part of the department, but with 
three different missions.

What I am finding in the field 
is that many veterans miss out 
on possible compensation bene-
fits, because many years ago they 
heard that if a veteran’s income 
is below a certain level they can 
apply and possible receive health-
care from VA Medical facilities.  
Their circumstances financially 
and health wise encouraged them 
to go to the VA for help.  They 
filled out the 10-10ez application 
for healthcare and were approved 
to have their health/medical 
needs taken care of at VA Medi-
cal Centers.

One point we like to stress 
is that the three division do not 
generally talk to each other or 
know exactly what the other divi-
sions offer veterans.  It is also, not 
up to the VA to assist veterans in 
applying for additional benefits.  
They will determine if a veteran 
qualifies for the benefit the veter-
an applies for at the time. 

Is this your situation?

A veteran present came up to 
me and explained that he has been 
receiving his healthcare from the 
VA for many years.  It had become 
his primary care, because many 

years ago he lost his employee 
provided care and went to the VA 
and was approved.  He has been 
having his diabetes, heart issues, 
and other health concerns taken 
care of through VA, he recently 
received his hearing aids from the 
VA.  The VA Medical facility is 
taking great care of this veteran.  

All of the medical conditions 
he is being treated for brings a 
couple questions to mind for 
him.  Are you a Vietnam Veteran? 
And did you serve in country? He 
responded with yes to both ques-
tions.  

The medical aliments he has 
are presumptive conditions due 
to Agent Orange exposure, but 
he had never applied for benefits 
from the Veterans Benefit Ad-
ministration.  He was not receiv-
ing compensation for his service 
connected medical conditions.

We sat down and within ten 
minutes, because his medical re-
cords are with the VA Health Ad-
ministration, we submitted a ful-
ly developed claim on his behalf 
and he should receive a rating in 
the next 60-120 days.  Based on 
that rating he then should re-
ceive a compensation check each 
month based on the rating and 
continue to receive his healthcare 
benefits.  

After all of these years he 
should soon begin receiving 
monthly compensation for his 
service connected disabilities.

Are you just receiving health-
care from the VA for injuries 
that may have occurred while 
you served on active duty?  If so, 
please contact a veteran service 
officer, 313-964-6640, to discuss 
your situation and determine if 
you should also be receiving ben-
efits from the Veterans Benefits 
Administration.  



Around the State...

Post 459 at Operation Handshake at Gerald R. Ford Airport in Grand Rapids, MI in December 2016.

Chris Vervaet is Michigan’s 2016 National American Legion College 
graduate.

Over the last two months Squadron 208 
has been collecting donations for Homeless 
Veterans. All they did was place a 55 gallon 
barrel in their club room, and membership 
took care of the rest filling the barrel com-
pletely at least once a week! It was so easy 
to hopefully make a huge difference!

Flushing Post 283 was presented with their 100% Membership incen-
tive award. L to R John Howe, Post Commander, Bob Higley, 6th Dis-
trict Commander, and John Commet, Post Adjutant

Post 396 visited Farmington Elementary School campus 
to teach the children about the POW/MIA table. They 

were also shown the 
proper way to fold the 
American flag, and 
what each fold means. 
The 5th grade students 
aslo helped with a do-
nation drive to pack gift 
bags for the live-in resi-

dents of the Ann Ar-
bor VA Hospital and 
Detroit John Dingell 
VA Hospital. The 
children, their par-
ents, teachers, and 
principal with help 
from the Post, as-
sembled 200 bags.

On Tuesday Jan. 17,2017 Home Depot volunteers arrived at Bay City’s “Harding-Olk-Craidge Post #18” to help with cleaning, painting, plumbing and electrical work-- thanks to 
a grant from Home Depot drywall and painting and new flooring is going in. After the workers finished the Post served them a lunch and a Thank You cake. Thanks also to Behr 
paints and their volunteers.

Chesaning Squadron 212 was able to pass out 42 gift 
bags, prizes for bingo and items for the recreational 
room at the Veteran’s Hospital in Saginaw ustilizing com-
munity donations. 
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