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Super
heroes walk
among
us
every day and
sometimes we
take them for
granted.
Something we
should never
do. We don’t
notice them
2012 Fire Fighter
much because
of the Year
they generally
don’t wear big red capes, or hold shield
with a big white star on the front, or
drive around in fast monster cars.
They generally walk around in a uniform. Maybe it’s a firefighter, a police
officer, or a teacher in nice clothes talking to the kids at school. As a profes-
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sion they take it upon themselves to be
the one we call when in danger, when
we hear a
bump in the
night, or call
when we see
someone get
hurt. “Hold
on I am calling
for help” , out
of the fire
house they
Law Enforcement Officer
roar, police car
of the Year
singing and flashing the lights. We entrust them with
our most precious jewels, our kids, for
hours a day at a time and ask them to
teach them. Make them better then
they think they are, a good citizen of
this great country.

Give some a little push

IN

YOUR COMMUNITY

They do it for little pay or recognition.
STOP THAT!!!!
Let’s recognize these super heroes,
let’s find the one in the community
who goes above and beyond the call of
duty. Who day
in and day out
give all they have
because they feel
a sense of purpose and a sense
of being when
doing it. They
give like our military give, selfZone Teacher of the Year lessly.
Nominate a Hero Today ….. We
are Seeking Heroes

Reach out to your fire station, your
police station, and your school system
and ask the fire chief, police chief, and
the school principal if they have a
Super Hero working for them they
would like to nominate for one of these
great rewards. The American Legion
wants the community to know we
watch, we appreciate, and we want to
say thank you, job well done.

Don’t Miss the Deadline…
Nominations for Fire Fighter of the
Year and Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year are due by January 2nd, 2013,
Teacher nominations are due no later
than February 4th, 2013. Nomination
forms are available at www.michiganlegion.org/programs or call Deanna
Clark at (517) 371-4720 ext 11 or email

Inspire a Future Hero

The American Legion has been around for so long that
we actually produce Super Heroes. Did you know that?
How do you ask? Our programs inspire young adults to
consider jobs that make them Super Heroes. Take our
Student Trooper program, the police officer you nominate
today may have been inspired to be an officer because of
the program. The 2 young ladies who won the Student
Trooper Scholarships this year are INSPIRED to do more.
Any one of the 266 Boys and about 300 Girls who
attended Boys and Girls State may be inspired to be teachers, world leaders, a better citizen. Yes when you go into
a school and promote our programs you just might be
recruiting a Super Hero. Give them the opportunity to
inspire others, share the opportunity, explain the opportunity, but most of all DON’T KEEP IT A SECRET!!!!

Top 5 Districts! (as of 10/17/12)
2nd - District 2 68.27%
District 7
3rd - District 19 67.57%
68.49%
4th - District 10 66.29%

Membership Report is Available Online at:
michiganlegion.org/membership
5th - District 12 65.99%
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Do you have a photo you would like
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to
department attn: Mark Sutton
Please keep the photo at least 200 dpi or
larger. If you are submiting a hard copy
photo, please note photos printed from
home printers cannot be used, nor can
photos clipped from newspapers.
We look for photos showing Legion
caps in action whenever possible.
Interested in placing an ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact
Mark Sutton at: info@michiganlegion.org or by phone at 517-371-4720
ext 16.
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Jennifer L. Smith, State Chaplain
WHAT DOES YOUR POST HAVE TO OFFER?

As I write this, we are in the midst
of political campaigning at many levels of government. This should serve
as a reminder that we come from varied backgrounds and perspectives –
Different faith groups, political beliefs,
and ideologies. Still, as members of
the American Legion Auxiliary, SAL,
and/or Riders, we are united by a
great and worthy cause -- Support
and concern for veterans, current servicemembers, and their families.
When speaking with a fellow veteran last month, I mentioned the
American Legion. The comrade
asked me “Do you belong?” I
responded that I did and mentioned
my Post and others in his area. He
replied that he thought about joining the Legion but did not want to saying, “Why? Most of them just sit
around and drink all day.” I explained
that some Posts serve alcohol and
some do not. Also, some people drink
and some do not and that is okay.
Every Post and every person is different and while people may or may
not drink, there is much more to the
Legion. What brings us together is
the commitment to fellow veterans,
those now serving, and their families.
We do so at all levels of the organization, as do all members of our
Legion Family. Whether advocating
for veterans with the VA or at the
Legislature, sending care packages
overseas, donating funds to youth programs, serving a meal, lending an
ear.... It goes on and on. The conversation ended with me inviting him to
join the Legion and him giving the
matter further thought.
This leads me to ask, what does
your Post have to offer a new member? What about current members?
Are you upholding the values of the
American Legion that honor our differences yet connect us through our
objectives and ritual? If so, it is commendable and you are likely more
appealing to prospective members in

a time when many organizations are
struggling to obtain and keep members. If not, are you stuck in old
habits? The time to re-evaluate is now
and perhaps get rid of the ‘we have
always done it that way’ approaches
that do not work. As Proverbs 9:9
NASB advises, “Give instruction to
a wise man and he will be still wiser;
Teach a righteous man and he will
increase his learning.” Those that are
willing to listen to constructive criticism and take it under advisement
are prudent.
Last, if your Post has fallen into a
rut, please do not despair but instead
motivate and mobilize. We all know
well, it is often easier said than done,
but worth the effort. As a sage comrade once told me, 90% of the time,
10% of the people do 90% of the
work. I think that is the case in many

State Commander . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Brown, Oscoda

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyle C. Shanks, Dorr

1st Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eddie Brown

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Smith, Lansing

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell
2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Jolink
3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brett Holt

4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson Coomer

5th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Koivisto

STATE OFFICERS

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rex Lambert, Grand Rapids
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Michael Buda, Dearborn

Judge Advocate... . . . . . . F. Garrit Veldman, Muskegon
National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas G. Holzgen, Grandville

organizations, but they keep going
with some thriving. The key is to offer
members something to be enthused
about; such enjoyment is usually contagious and appealing to both existing
and possible members. This motivation often found via participation in
Legion programs – furthering that
worthy cause -- as well as community activities. As Philippians 2:4 states,
“…do not merely look out for your
own personal interests, but also for
the interests of others.” As our
Department Commander aptly conveyed in last month’s Legionnaire, we
are strong when united. Let us move
forward with hope and dedication,
understanding that our selflessness is
mission affirming, the key to organizational viability, and a blessing to
those touched by it.
May God bless you.

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John H. Skinner, Schoolcraft
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard I. Chatman, Detroit
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian
Membership Director . . . . . . . Larry Money, Buchanan
Public Relations Director . Mark Sutton, Eaton Rapids

Headquarters
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Tom Brown, State Commander

Well, Thanksgiving is coming up
real fast. Now is the time for all of
us to take inventory and see what
all we have to give thanks for.
I personally have so very much
to be thankful for. I have two wonderful families, my immediate family and my Legion family. I have
been given the opportunity to visit
with my Legion family all over this
Tom Brown
great state. My wife and I have
State Commander been to over thirty posts since July,
and we have always been made to
feel right at home. We have been to post picnics, post
meetings or just stopped in to have beverage and a
snack. At no time did we feel unwelcome, the
Legionnaires, Auxiliaries, Sons of Legion and Legion
Riders made our visits memorable.
With all that I am thankful for I must tell you that
I cringe when I think about all the miles that I will
have to walk in order to work off all the good food
that you keep forcing me to eat. I do believe that the
soul of my grandmother lives on in every one of
great cooks in our Legion family.
I have been humbled by what you, the legion family do for veterans and their families. For all that you
do you ask no thanks, the smile that you bring to their
faces is all the thanks you need.
We attended the homecoming for Travis Mills, a
quadruple amputee from the war in Afghanistan, in
Vassar last month. The turnout was overwhelming;

Giving Thanks

along with Brett Holt and myself there were at least
150 Legionnaires. Present were Honor Guards from
7 or 8 different posts. I had the opportunity to talk
with Travis, and let me tell you he is a remarkable
young man. When asked about his ordeal he smiled
and said “Back in April I had a bad day at work”.
There was in the neighborhood of 400 veterans
present to welcome him home, including Patriot
Guard, VFW, DAV, American Legion and Legion
Riders. And the entire event was planned and executed by a Legionnaire and an Auxiliary member
from Richville post 400, Tim and Judy Adams I
salute and give thanks for you and all who came
together that evening.
It never ceases to amaze me
how we as a
legion family can
pull our communities together to
benefit someone
truly in need. I
am honored and
very thankful to
call all of you
my Family, You
are indeed my
brothers and sisters in service for
God and Country.

Patrick W. Lafferty, State Adjutant

Learn About the Legion at Leadership College

Are you new to the Legion? Have
you been recently elected to a new
position within your Post or District?
Or have you been a member for
some time now, but have not known
exactly what the Legion is about?
Consider attending one of the 5
Leadership College events scheduled over the coming months. The
leadership committee chaired by
Patrick W. Lafferty
Bud Hansbarger teaches attendees
State Adjutant
many aspects of the American
Legion. They cover subjects like leadership, American
Legion Programs, Public Relations, technology, officer positions, Roberts Rules of Procedure, and many
other topics. The American Legion is an organization with many components associated with it. This
is a FREE class and opened to any Legion, Auxiliary,
and Son member, you do not need to be an officer
either.
If you are a commander of your Post consider
bringing your 1st and 2nd vice commanders with you
to help them understand more about the organiza-

tion as a whole, so when it is their time to serve as a
commander they are ready.
The committee held their first 2012 class at the
WIlwin Lodge, they had a great turn out for the
class. Auxiliary and Sons were in attendance, one Post
brought 4 of their officers to the program.
These classes also offer an opportunity for learning from others and what they do. We learned one
post uses a service called www.call-em-all.com; this
company provides a calling service. The customer
creates a message over the phone for their members
on the list. When the customer is done with creating the message the service calls the members listed
in the account. The message begins when the person answers the phone or leaves a message. The Post
makes 1 phone call and the service makes all the
phone calls. This is a paid service, but one worth looking at.
Register today for one of the 5 classes coming up.
NOTE: January Finance meeting will be
Saturday January 5th, 2013 at Department
headquarters.
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THE HOLIDAYS &
2012 Fall Conference
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Raffle Winners
By Jim Wallace Chairman
Public Relations Committee

I wish a wonderful happy holiday
season to all. Hasn’t the time gone by
fast? It just seems like yesterday that
the holidays were here. Please, have
a safe and enjoyable time with family and friends.
I know many posts will have several holiday activities going on
throughout this time of the year. Get
the word out to all members and
their families to join in on the festivities. You can do this by means of
several outlets. Advertise in the newspapers that you are open to the public, or just for your members, for the
various programs you have scheduled. Announce it on your local radio
or TV outlets. Use your e-mail to
access those members in a less costly manor. The things that you do
throughout the year to help the post
events can be utilized for your holiday
activities. What is that? Public
Relations. Designate one or several
members to assist in making this a fun
and memorable time as you do during the rest of the year.
During this time please do not
forget the Veterans Day activities.
Get the word out regarding this
important event to honor all active
duty and veterans for their service
to our country, past and present. Let
the public know that there are programs set up for Veterans Day. Use
all your media contacts to insure that
these programs are not forgotten and

are well attended.
All posts should acquire a copy of
the “Public Relations Toolkit” from
the American Legion National Public
Relations Office. Call 317-630-1253
or e-mail pr@lelgion.org for this free
text. This can also be downloaded
from www.legion.org/prtoolkit. It is
a very important tool in the public
relations toolbox, weather you are
writing a news release or planning a
major community event by using
media and social networking. The
text will help you with pre-written
news releases and event promotions
(for your posts or the American
Legion programs) or guide you in
writing your own. The PR Office will
also send you CD’s (for radio or TV)
with Public Service Announcements
(PSA) that can be used for almost all
major holidays with a veteran theme.
Consider this text and these CD’s a
must have for your post promotions.
Public Relations must be considered a vital necessity within the
American Legion. Every member
should be aware that in order to survive from the post level to the
National level we must constantly
promote and advertise the programs
and activities of the American
Legion. Every post should have a
Public Relations Chairperson. The
go-to-person to develop the much
needed publicity for the activity/program planned.
If I or any of the Public Relations
Committeepersons can be of any
assistance, please contact us.

Hannan-Calvin Post #180 wants to encourage ALL Posts to help schools fly flags
in EVERY classroom. Patriotism is important and classrooms do not all have flags
flying. They have been helping schools in Hudson, MI get their flags up. In the
picture: Chaplain Dave Warren, Service Officer Duane Murphy and 2nd Vice
Commander Mike Shorthouse had the honor of presenting each classroom with
a new flag at Lincoln Elementary school. Accepting for their class was (l to r)
Sukman Parhar, Anna Valdez and Gabe Baugh.

By Ron Geiger – Chairman
I would like to mention; that at
our Committee Meeting at Fall
Conference, we had the most Districts
present in quite some time! Thanks
to those of you who attended, ask
questions and showed interest in our
programs.
This year we are supporting “The
Dictionary Project”, as we did last
year as well, by putting a dictionary
in each third graders hand in your
area. At the Fall Conference, pamphlets were passed out at the
Committee Meeting and at the
Schools of Instruction about the program. If your Post or District did not
have someone attending the above

meeting or school, you can contact
me and I will see that you get the
information. You can also go online
to www.dictionaryproject.org to find
out all information about the program including how to fund it, success stories, etc. The book “The
Student Dictionary” is 24 books in a
case for $42.00 plus tax and shipping. Last year we had 4 Districts that
had Posts involved with the
Dictionary Project.
Temporary Financial Assistance
forms are available—all Posts have to
do is ask for them.
Child Welfare Foundation—
“Banner Program” is where a Post
donates $1.00 per member with the

last membership report in May 2013
and the Post will receive a certificate
and a banner for supporting the
Child
Welfare
Foundation.
Children’s Miracle Network is another well-worth program a Post can get
involved in. A Post could do a 50-50
or place a piggy bank for loose
change to fund either of these programs.
With Child Welfare
Foundation and Children’s Miracle
Network, 100% of the monies go to
the cause.
I know that Posts cannot be
involved in every program so all I
am asking is that you pick a project/program which is best for your
Post and do it well. If you can do

David D.
Richard D.
Everett L.
Willis G.
Donald J.
Chester M.
Roy B.
Peter V.
JW W. Jr.
Robert V.
R.G. T.
Donald U.
Alfred S.
Douglas C.

Grand Rapids
Portage
Dearborn
Saginaw
Durand
Wyoming
Indian River
Gobles
Kalamzoo
Lewiston
Howell
Detroit
Crystal Falls
Wade, NC

$4,000
$1,500
$1,000
$500
$500
$500
$250
$250
$250
$250
$250
$250
$250
$250

POST 180 CHALLENGES YOU!!

CHILDREN & YOUTH

more than one, I thank you.
In June 2013 each Post will be
expected to send in the Consolidated
Post Report. This is where you can
tell your Post story about your
involvement in the Children & Youth
Program and/or any of the other
American Legion Programs. I will be
presenting a plaque at the State
Convention in June to the District
with the highest percentage of reports
turned in.
If you need assistance on any program or have questions—contact me;
Ron Geiger, at my email: loggerman948@yahoo.com or you can
call me at home 231.546.3281 or on
my cell 989.350.6137.

AUXILIAIRE
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2012 - 2013 Department President, Mary Anne Yuncker

Veterans Day -- Our Day to Say Thanks
As I write this article, the fall season
is in full swing. The
colors this year have
been outstanding. I
can't remember a
year when we had
more beautiful fall
days. As the season changes, so does
the focus of the American Legion
Auxiliary. In our mission statement we
state that we will "honor the sacrifices
of those who serve by enhancing the
lives of our veterans, military, and their
families both at home and abroad."
What better time is there to highlight our
service to our veterans than on Veterans
Day, November 11? Throughout the
history of our country, men and women
have been called to make a great sacrifice and give their time and sometimes their very lives that we might
enjoy freedom, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. With every challenge
we have faced as a nation, we have
risen to defend the country we love

and cherish. Today we find ourselves
facing many of the same challenges as
our forefathers. We have been at war
with those who try to destroy our land
and jeopardize our freedom for many
years. Freedom is never free. Take
time this Veterans Day to thank those
veterans in your life who have given so
much to ensure our safety and way of
life.
Originally called Armistice Day, "a
day to be dedicated to the cause of
world peace", November 11; the 11th
day of the 11th month at 11:00 a.m.,
celebrates the time when Germany
signed the Armistice in 1918. President
Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed it a
holiday in 1919, saying, "For us in
America, the reflection of Armistice
Day will be filled with solemn pride in
the heroism of those who died in the
country's service with gratitude . . . " In
1945, in was expanded to celebrate all
veterans. In 1954 Congress replaced
the word Armistice, with Veterans,
under President Dwight Eisenhower,

and it has been known as Veterans Day
ever since. Many Americans believe
that Veterans Day honors American military who died in battle or from the
wounds of combat. That is not quite
true. Memorial Day is the day set aside
to remember the war dead. Veterans
Day honors ALL veterans. It is largely
intended to thank LIVING veterans for
dedicated and loyal service to their
country. It is a day we can ensure that
our veterans know how deeply we
appreciate the sacrifices they have made
in their lives to keep our country free.
Just two other items to touch on in
this article. The first is awards. While
the push for membership is the lifeblood
of our organization, let's also work
toward success in our programs as well.
I know that many of you do much more
than ever gets reported. This year I'm
asking you to take the time to write
about what you do. If you feel that
writing is not your "thing", or that you're
not sure where to start, we're here to
help you. At the Winter Meeting, we

are holding a class on how to write a
narrative. We'll show you everything
you need to know on how to report
your Unit's or District's work and efforts
on behalf of veterans, their families,
and our communities. Please check the
upcoming schedule for the exact
details.
The second item is to report to you
that our National President, Peggy
Thomas, is planning to come to
Michigan for our Winter Meeting. It is
an honor to have her come to our State.
We will be doing our best to show her
all that's good about our State and our
Auxiliary. The exact details of her visit
are still being worked out. Please plan
on coming to Flint, February 14-17,
2013, so we can welcome President
Peggy and show her "Pure Michigan"
hospitality.
For those of you who have so kindly asked, I do have a new grandson,
Deven Mark Pershinske, born October
13, 2012. He weighed 10#, and is just
beautiful. God is good.

“In the depth of winter I finally learned that there was in me an invincible summer.” Albert Camus

National ALA Is Expanding Our Member Benefits Programs

The following is the announcement
sent to me by Dubbie Buckler, National
Secretary of the American Legion
Auxiliary.
ALA Greatly Expands Member Benefits – There’s
More In It for YOU!
At National Convention, the representative from
Gallagher Benefits shared in their remarks that the greatly expanded member benefits program would be launching in phases, a few states at a time, beginning in the fall.
It was also mentioned that the benefits program allows
Gallagher and its partners – Extended Benefits Services,
Financial Services of America, and others, to telephone
our members, including recent members who did not
renew their memberships. If those who have not renewed
their memberships want to buy any of the services or products offered, Gallagher Member Benefits will pay their
ALA membership renewal to a department’s unit. So,
these are legitimate calls that members are receiving
from Extended Benefits Services or Financial Services of
America calling on behalf of the American Legion
Auxiliary.
Gallagher Member Benefits have moved full steam
ahead. They have decided to initiate this program in
Michigan and Indiana over the next 3 months, then
expanding it into additional states. We have requested the
roll-out plan and will advise you when we have it you share.

The value of being an ALA member is growing big insurance, long term care, Dental for Everyone, and
time! You bring untold value to the ALA through your vision care.
service to mission; now, the ALA is bringing valuable
They are working closely with ALA national headbenefits to you! Your membership now brings you access quarters and will be telephoning members to schedule
to a much wider array of discounts, products, and serv- appointments to go over the many new insurance and
ices through two key Member Benefit Providers – USAA, financial service products available only to ALA members
and Gallagher Member Benefits.
and their family and referred friends. They have compiled
USAA offer many services to our military, but they have a large book (directory-binder?) of new benefits and will
recently made an exception to their business and are be starting out in only a few Midwest states, but will be
offering affinity credit cards to ALA members, their fam- reaching out to members in all states over the next 12
ilies, and referred friends. For now, that is all that USAA months. The ALA has never had such a large number of
is able to offer ALA members who are not themselves a special discounts and benefits for you, our members, so
veteran or the spouse or daughter of a veteran. The this is a very exciting development of personal value to
USAA/ALA credit card has some of the best cardhold- all members. You will receive special discounted
er rewards and perks of any card on the market, and mem- pricing on services and the ALA will benefit from
bers who apply for a card will be benefiting themselves, donations from these companies. Truly a win-win
their departments, and the national organization.
for members and the organization!
Including Gallagher Member Benefits and their assoSo, if you receive a phone call from Extended Benefits
ciated companies will be offering a greatly expanded Services or Financial Services of America calling on
array of new special benefits to members including the behalf of the American Legion Auxiliary, it is legitimate,
following: discounts and coupons on health care, trans- and an opportunity we hope you will take advantage of.
portation, and theft prevention; educational informa- AUXILIARY HEADQUARTERS DIRECTORY 517-267-8809
tion on property and casualty insurance, taxes, finan- Auxiliary Administration - 21 - info@michalaux.org
cial, and mortgage; and vol- Auxiliary Membership/Girls State - 19 - svandlen@michalaux.org
untary benefits such as life Auxiliary Poppies/Scholarships/Bookkeeping - 22 - lknott@michalaux.org
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Susan Verville, Department Chaplain

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

TRUE FRIENDS STRENGTHEN AND HELP EACH OTHER.
Ecclesiastes 4:9
As I was thinking of what to write for this article, I thought of the Legion Family. The Legion
Family is just like a friend or family member that
we can’t wait to see or talk with about everyday
things. Just like a friend or family member, they
are there when we need them. Just like a friend
or family member, we support and respect each
other. As a family, one member alone can not
help or make our organization to grow. Only by
helping each other will we be able to succeed.
So when we see a member starting to fall, we only
need to reach out and help. Only by standing
together as one “THE LEGION FAMILY”, will
we reach the goals we set as members of this great
organization.
Friends and Family through the years
Friends and Family are a golden thread
That binds our members with love,
A bond that reaches into the sky for our Veterans
No limits on soaring high above.

Friends and Family know if there is pain behind
a smile
And come before we call
To help us go that “extra mile”
And lift us up when we start to fall.
Friend and Family see beyond our failures
They only see what we can be.
And they are never to busy,
To share a cup of tea.
Friends and Family is the glue that binds our
organization together as A FAMILY. It is a precious
gift and may we always remember that we are
here to help our Veterans, their families and our
country. So take the time to reach out to a Veteran
before they start to fall. Remember all our Veterans
on Veteran’s Day and on Thanksgiving Day. They
have sacrificed their friends and family for our
freedom and may all our Veterans who are serving at home or aboard be once again united as
a family.

19th District News
Merilee Walter, 19th District President
I hope everyone is out there enjoying the fall
colors as you travel around the state.
My year has started out good. Thanks to all the
goal units in membership this past year.
As I travel I’ve been hearing lots of members are
paid and new ones joining. Keep up the good
work.
I attended convention with lots of ribbons for
membership and a recuit 3 new membership
pin. I presented to Evelyn Hull Unit 227 East
Jordan.
My project is Wilwin Lodge in Trout Lake. I

loved visiting there and helping get ready for
the summer visitors. Members from Onaway,
Wolverine, Harbor Springs and a District from
down state helped with the cleaning. And thank
you for everyone in 19th district who donated
money and still donating.
The 19th District is working hard helping
Veterans and families and children. It was a wonderful learning Fall Conference in Harbor Springs
at Boyne USA. Wonderful speakers and that’s
where you learn about all of the programs.
Have a wonderful year and let’s hear from all
the units on your reports.

2012 National Convention

(Left) President Mary Anne Yuncker displays her name badge at National
Convention. (Above) UPAA drum and bugle team entertain the crowd at the memorial. (Right) National Convention attendees relax on the steps of the beautiful
Indianapolis WWII War Memorial waiting for the concert to begin.

Upper Peninsula
Association of
Auxiliaries Reports
Activities
Pam Lajewski-Pearson, UPAA District President
The Upper Peninsula Association of Auxiliaries
(UPAA) held their first meeting of the year on
October 13th at Little Lake Unit 349. Information
was relayed about programs for this year. President
Pam’s special project this year is the U.P. Honor
Flights. Legion Post 44 member, Bob Moore went
on the flight last April and agreed to come to our
meeting to tell us about his experience. Bob is 91
years old and did a great job telling us his story.
Hopefully it will inspire our Units to find veterans
that would like to take the trip and help them fill
out the paperwork. Bob reported that a flight costs
$80,000.00 or more! The Veteran does not pay anything to take the trip so donations are very much
needed.
President Pam has been busy visiting Units
installing Officers when invited. She was at the
Wilwin Lodge for the open house in July. She also
was honored to be a page for Dept. President Carrie
at the National Convention in Indianapolis.
Eight of our ladies from the UP attended the fall conference at Boyne Highlands. It was informative
and we are on our way to another great year of
Auxiliary programs.
President Pam has also been attending meetings
about the 2013 Dept. convention that will be held
in Sault Sainte Marie. The U.P. is very excited to
be hosting the Dept. convention and we are working hard to make it a big success. Please remember to send your room reservations and registrations
to Pat Laine. NO NOT send them to the Casino. The
Casino will send them back to you. You must go
through Pat Laine. We also ask you to send in
your reservations as early as possible.
Our next big event will be the Mid-Winter Tour
and winter meetings. The tour starts on Sunday
January 13th and ends in Iron River/Stambaugh on
Friday January 18th with meetings being held on
Saturday January 19th.

CHANGES HAVE BEEN “MODIFIED”
2013 BOWLING
TOURNAMENT

The eligibility rules for the
2013 bowling tournament have been
"MODIFIED" as
follows: In the team
event only 3 Legion family members of the 5 will be
needed and just one for the
doubles event. This should allow
teams to pick up the 6th person.
Eligibility for non-Legion Family members are as
follows: All veterans who have served in any of the 5
United States Armed Forces and reside in the State of
Michigan. Active Duty personnel do not have to be
a resident. Legionnaires who belong to a post not
having an active Auxiliary Unit or S.A.L. Squadron,
their family members may participate. Family members of an Auxiliary Unit member or S.A.L. Squadron
who may not qualify for membership in the American
Legion may participate. Last but not least, any current registered member of the USBC, male or female.
Confused? Give Scotty a call at 734-422-8670 for
verification. These changes have been made in an
effort to increase the membership of the American
Legion and to help the hosting post continue to support their programs. Information packets for the 77th
Annual bowling tournament shall be sent out late
December early January. This should give you approximately 3 months to start organizing your teams.
The 77th annual tournament will be held on the
weekends of April 6, 13, 20 & 27. Colonial Lanes of
Flushing will be the alleys used. Saturday squad times
will be 9:30AM and 1:30PM for Doubles and Singles
event. Team event will be held Sunday at Noon.
Oakley Traynor Post 64 of the Memorial Home shall
be the Hosting Post.
As always yours in Comradeship Elsie, Ellen, Don
and Scotty.

by Ronald Runyan, District
Commander

I would like to thank the 16th district
members for their confidence in me to
represent you this year. I would like to
start out by encouraging the posts within the district to get out and get the new
2013 renewals. Please do not hold onto them or sit on
them, but rather send them into department for your
members to be represented. It is the districts goal to be
up at the top this year! This can be accomplished with
your assistance. WORK those DMS - 225 list I have
been providing you! If your post needs help with renewing members or finding new members please contact
me or a member within the district to get help. We have
put together a team within the 16th district to assist post
with questions, renewals and membership tools like
MyLegion.org. If you are new to MyLegion and need
some help please contact me and we can setup a time
for us to have some 1 on 1 training. There is no one post
in the district more important than another, all mem-
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REMEMBER TO GIVE & VOLUNTEER

Brett Holt, 3rd Zone Commander
I bring you greetings from the 3rd
Zone to all The American Legion family.
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year are almost upon us.
It is the 60th Anniversary of the Korean
War. The Korean War is known as the forgotten war. While this may be true, I promise all Korean
Veterans that you are not forgotten by your American
Legion Family.
Likewise, we are beginning the 50th Anniversary of the
Vietnam War. Vietnam Veterans, you’re the reason that
the current generation of warriors are met with honor and
respect when they return home. I applaud you for your
steadfast determination in seeing that mission through.
Most of us are truly blessed and this time of year is a
chance to reflect on those blessings. Unfortunately, there
are still several of our brothers and sisters living on the
streets and in shelters. Let’s not forget our homeless veterans this holiday season. If time permits, donate time to
a homeless veteran’s shelter or a soup kitchen where
homeless veterans can be found.
Some of the VA Hospitals will be holding homeless veterans dinners around Thanksgiving and Christmas. They

could always use donations of time, supplies and financial assistance.
The American Legion Auxiliary will be holding their
Christmas Gift Shops at the VA Hospitals and Veterans
Homes. Again any assistance in the form of volunteer
hours or monetary assistance would be appreciated. In the
3rd Zone the Saginaw VA Hospital Christmas Gift Shop
will be held on December 6, 2012 starting at 0900.
The 3rd Zone Michigan Leadership College class will
be held at Birch Run Post 125 on January 15, 2013. I urge
all leaders in the zone, especially those that are new Post
Officers and those that plan to hold post officer positions in the future to attend. Anyone wishing to increase
their knowledge of The American Legion is welcome. I
suggest you take the American Legion Extension Institute
course online prior to the class. The cost is $4.95 for the
Extension Institute. Leadership College is free.
Now that I have given you food for thought and solemn
reflection, I believe it is time for me to start scouting out
the best location for my naps after the Turkey and stuffing.
May you have a wonderful holiday season and God Bless
you all.
Now if I can just find the remote!

By George Maciejewski, District
Commander
It was mentioned at our DEC Conference,
the importance of submitting CPR’s.
Regardless of what you can or cannot do,
your Post is a service to the community just
by being there and available to service
Veterans. Please send in the report by the due date, even if
you are waiting for a specific report. Some tend to think their
Post did not do anything to warrant filling one out, but that
is not true. One of the primary pieces of the report is the
amount of members you have on the rolls. This number is
recorded with the State and used to demonstrate to the

Legislators how many volunteers the Legion has. This number comes into play when our legislative committee members discuss Veteran issues with the law makers. “We have
X number of members in your district who support this legislation.” “Veterans serving Veterans” the numbers count.
The Department of Michigan has acknowledged the 11th
District with a plaque for the “The Best District in CPR
Reporting”. The Newberry Post #74 also received recognition for Best District Post in Americanism and CPR
Activity. Great Job Post 74!
The CPR only takes a few minutes to fill out, send it in
even if you are only sending in the number of members your
Post has.

bers are important!
I have made many post visits already this year and
plan to visit each post this year, and some of them a few
times. If you would like to request a certain date for your
visit please call or email me at runyan511@yahoo.com.
I have met many members from post which I normally don’t get to see and seen post which do not get
many visits. If in the downriver area and looking for
some place to go and socialize or maybe see a post you
haven’t been to take a visit Jeep Gabrys post 388 located in Detroit at the Carbon Athletic Club. It is rich in
local sports history and is very down to earth. It is
located off the Rouge River a stone’s throw from the
famous salt mines. Also it was a great surprise how the
Trenton post has turned itself around in the last few
years. The atmosphere is very pleasant and it has had
a complete interior facelift since I was last there. I
commend post 426 and its members for a job well
done!
Recently the district had its tour and would like to
thank you all for coming out and enjoying this special
day with us.

Upcoming plans include: Veterans Day parade on
November 3rd downtown Detroit, this event started
very small a few years back and has gotten to be very
large and successful. The 1st district and its leadership
do a great job hosting this event every year. On Veterans
Day November 11th the city of Wyandotte & its veterans will be holding a dedication downtown for a
new Vietnam Veterans memorial. November 18th
from 12pm-3pm Taylor Post 200 will be having its
annual Veterans Thanksgiving dinner. Please come
out for a great meal they put on. Plans are being made
still for the Zone 1 Leadership classes, I hope to see
many of you new members and officers out there on
this day. There is a lot of great information provided
by a top notch group of instructors.
Furthermore, if you have time and an interest the
American Legion extension Institute coarse is now
available online. These classes will provide you answers
to many of your questions and give you back ground
on why the Legion does the things we do.
Lastly, I would like to wish everyone in our American
Legion family a safe and happy holiday season.

11TH DISTRICT NEWS –
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CPR

16TH DISTRICT REPORT
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4TH DISTRICT REPORT

Barney Regnier,
Distric Commander
I have been on the road a great deal the last few months visiting 20 posts. These visit reflect great Post meetings that show
strength in reports, activities, and community involvement.
There are some Posts that are struggling and require assistance.
The District is currently in 8th place for membership at 61.64%. My Post
visits concentrate on membership post goals and adding 5 new members as
suggested by Department Commander Tom Brown.
The District has 11 Posts struggling, our District County Commanders are
visiting these posts and providing assistance where they can and reporting the
progress at District meetings. Many of the struggling Posts havea common
themes, lack of membership, lack of involvement, or struggling financially. We
are preceding through each of the Posts issues to assist where we can.
If you wish to invite me to your Post I am available, call me at 269-906-1931.
There are many Posts in this District that meet the American Legion standards as set forth in the four pillars, to you I extend my congratulations.
For God and Country

Flag Disposal Ceremony Carney-Nadeau Post and Squadron #487. Properly retiring
unserviceable flags.

LEADING CANDIDATE VISITS MICHIGAN

Dan M. Dellinger from the
Department of Virginia stopped
by Fall Conference at Boyne
Highlands.
Legionnaire
Dellinger is the 2013 leading
candidate for the American
Legion. It was a pleasure to
hear from him and his vision
for The American Legion.

On Friday night many Legionnaires gathered at a meet and greet with Dan, for him
to get to know the great Department of
Michigan.
L-R State Commander Tom Brown, PDC-Alt
NEC John Skinner, Dan Dellinger and NEC
Tom Holzgen
Verna Jones,
National VA&R
Director, MI
VA&R Director
James Topps, &
Ronald Abram
Joint Executive
Director of
NVLSP.

STUDENT
TROOPER
& AWARDS

B.J. Arnold - Chairperson for Law
Enforcement/ Firefighter & Student
Trooper Program
Every year The American Legion honors a Law
Enforcement Officer and a Firefighter, along with
seeking students ages 16 through 18 years a junior or senior; male or female to attend the Stucent
Trooper Program held at the Michigan State Police
Academy.
November is a great time to contact your local
Police Department and Sheriff Department to
request they support the Officer of the year program. All forms are on line you can print them and
supply them with your request to the Police
Department and or Fire Department; they are to
be mailed into The American Legion Department
Headquarters the first week in January.
November gives the Administration Department
two months to process their Officer or Firefighter
and get their selection back to you to send into
Department Headquarters.
Student Troopers compete for scholarships
ranging from $500 to $1,000 per class. Total of
$2,500 awarded.
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Selective Services System Seeks to Fill Vacancies

By LTC Daniel Kloc, SSS, Area Office
Coordinator
The Selective Service System is seeking civic
minded individuals in Michigan to fill vacancies on
Local Boards. While currently there is no draft in
effect, the federal government requires a functional system in place for readiness purposes.
The commitment is quite minimal, requiring
only a 6 hour training session to be taken within
the first 3 years of the appointment and then only
complete a four- hour online training annually. In
person training for the four hour requirement is
available.
The purpose of the board is to ensure that young
men who are drafted are able to serve their country, and those with lawful and legitimate reasons
for not being drafted are not inducted into the U.S.

Military.
Qualifications for becoming a local board member
• Be a citizen of the United States
• Must be 18 years old
• Males must have registered with Selective
Services (March 1957 - December 1959 and
March 1975 - June 1980 exempt)
• Not an employee of any law enforcement occupation
• Not an active or retired member of the Armed
Forces or Reserves/National Guard
• Not been convicted of any criminal offense
If you are interested in learning more about serving or to apply, please contact me, Daniel Kloc at
(248) 736-1841 or email at dkloc@comcast.net or
visit www.sss.gov for more information.

Sheryl May
Chair, Task Force Special Committee
In July 2012, State Commander Thomas Brown
appointed a Department Women Veterans Task
Force Special Committee: Chair, Sheryl May,
Wanda Torres, Gaye Pappas, and Department
VA & R Staff Suzette Price and Rebecca Krish.
The committee had its first meeting on September
13, 2012 with Commander Brown and he clearly stated that he wanted
us to identify the women
veterans in Michigan,
determine their needs
and direct them to the
correct facilities to
improve their quality of
life. During this meeting
we created our mission
statement: The mission of the Women
Veterans Task Force is
to identify the needs
and concer ns of
women
veterans
within the State of
Michigan resulting in
centralized access to
local resources and
VA
benefits
to
improve their lives,
the lives of their families, and their surrounding communities.
The goals for 2012-2013
were identified as:
• Identify women veterans
within
the
Department of Michigan
American Legion
• Register women veterans with the VHA for
health benefits

• Create and develop a resource pamphlet for
women veterans based on residency/region
• Host a Women Veterans Retreat at the Wilwin
Lodge in the Spring of 2013
• Become a standing committee within the
Department of Michigan American Legion
The goals for 2013-2014 were also identified:
• Host the 2nd Annual Women Veterans Retreat
• Become a standing committee with representation at the Michigan American Legion conferences and convention
• Follow-up and assess the overall membership
levels of women veterans within the American
Legion (state and national)
• Present information on women veterans at the
Michigan Leadership College
In order to identify our women veterans, I am
asking that each woman email me at wvtf@michiganlegion.org with your name, Legion membership
number and any other information that you would
like to share with the task force. As we collect this
information, we will compile a listing of the women
veterans in Michigan and the task force will be able
to contact you and identify your needs and concerns so that we can direct you to available local
resources and VA benefits.

WOMAN VETERANS TASK FORCE

www.thelit.com

Veterans’ Service
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Combat Related Special Compensation (CRSC)

By Christopher Smirnes, Department Service Officer
Combat Related Special Compensation or CRSC is a program that was
created for military retirees with combat-related disabilities. CRSC is a tax
free entitlement that you will be paid each month on top of any retired pay
and VA compensation you may already be receiving. To qualify for CRSC
you must be entitled to and/or receiving military retired pay, be a reservist
over 60 years old/ retire under Temporary Early Retirement Authorization
(TERA), be rated at least 10 percent by the Department of Veteran’s Affairs
(VA), and waive your VA pay from your retired pay.

It is important not to confuse CRSC with CRDP (Concurrent Retirement
and Disability Payments). CRSC is an application based program, while the
CRDP program is an automatic entitlement from DFAS for any Retiree with
a combined 50% or higher VA disability rating. The only catch with these
two programs is that you can only receive one of them at a time.

Full Concurrent Receipt
Required VA
Disability Rating

CRSC
Yes
10%

CRDP
No - 10 Year Phase In
(Except for 100% rated
Disabled Retirees)
50%

Taxable

No

Survivor Benefit

No

No

Combat
Related

Service
Connected

VA Individual
Yes
Unemployment (IU) Eligible

Application Requirement
Type of Disability

Yes - DD 2860

Subject to USFSPA Division? No

Yes

3 Yr. Phase in (2009)
No - Automatic

Yes

American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

The application process begins with filing the CRSC application (DD Form
2860), and any supporting documentation to your specific Branch of Service
listed on the 2860. Supporting documentation should include your DD-214,
a copy of your VA Rating Decision, and any medical/ circumstantial evdience directly related to your specific injury.
Combat-Related injuries includes those disabilities that are the direct result
of armed conflict, from conditions that simulate combat, or that result from
the performance of hazardous military duties such as aerial flight, parachute
duty, demolition duty, experimental stress duty, and diving duty, ect. CombatRelated injuries can also be caused by an “instrumentality of war” which is
defined as a vehicle, vessel, or device used specifically for military purposes.
For example, if a military member is on a field exercise and was playing football and ran into a tank, the injury would not be considered under CRSC.
However, if that military member was playing football and the tank ran into
them, it would be considered under CRSC.
CRSC is also eligible for retroactive payments. Disability retirees with less
than 20 years of service will be automatically limited to a retroactive date of
January 1, 2008. All other retroactive pay is limited to six years from the date
the VA awarded compensation for each disability.
Should your CRSC claim get denied, all is not lost. Your specific brach
will inform you the reason for the denial and your right to appeal their decision. You are able to request reconsideration by submitting additional or clairifing evidince two more times from the original denial before the claim must
be sent to the specific branch’s Board for Correction of Military Records
(BCMR). At this point a DD Form 149 must be filled out and sent to the appropriate BCMR. Once the BCMR makes a decision, this is final.
Contact information for your specific branch:
Army 1-866-281-3254
Navy and USMC 1-877-366-2772
USAF 1-866-229-7074

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans and Their families.
They can assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. Assist
you and your Dependents in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to your Country

James C. Topps
Director

American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Mr. James C. Topps, Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone – (313)-964-6640 or (313)-964-6641
Office Fax (313)-964-5697
Cell Phone – (269)-312-2239 - e-mail –
james.topps@va.gov – toppsjamesc@yahoo.com
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Erna LaBeau, Director’s Secretary – ernawati.labeau@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Department Service Officer – lannie.thomas@va.gov
Robert Rasche, Department Service Officer – robert.rasche@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Department Service Officer – tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Suzette Price, Department Service Officer – suzette.price@va.gov
Chris Smirnes, Department Service Officer – christopher.smirnes@va.gov

Call the Detroit office for sevice officer schedule.

www.postinsuranceprogram.com
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This Year’s Goal: Increase Our Attendees by Raising Awareness
Deborah Williamson, Girls State Chairman
Your Girls State Committee has been very
busy thus far. The entire Girls State Committee
was in attendance for our Fall Conference presentation. I would like to say THANK YOU to
Carrie Bowerman, NEC and Rysta Brown,
Committee member for their effort in selling raffle tickets at Fall Conference. To all of you who
purchased tickets, thank you for the very successful Girls State raffle. We also thank those
who purchased Girls State t-shirts, lounge pants,
caps and lanyards. It all benefits our Girls State
program.
Our main goal again this year, is to raise the
numbers at Girls State. In order to accomplish
this we need your help. We need to increase
the awareness of the Girls State program in

the schools. There are many younger principals,
guidance counselors and (government) teachers in our schools today, as many of our longtime school personnel supporters have retired.
The school mailings will be going out soon, and
we need you to take the necessary steps to
educate them before the mailings end up in the
trash. Now is the time to set our program in
motion. Unit Chairmen, make an appointment
to meet the social studies or government teachers. Make sure you give them your contact
information and leave them with a National
Girls State brochure, which is available through
the Department of Michigan. Ask them if they
have any type of scholarships available to sponsor a girl. Contact other service organizations
and women's business groups in your com-

Iron Mountain VAMC Has Lots of Programs
Barbara Larson, Representative, Iron Mountain
VAMC
As the fall season is here and the beautiful fall
colors can be seen, it is time to do volunteering at
your local veterans medical center.
The remodeling has been completed and almost
back to normal.
Bingo goes on year round and the veterans enjoy
it. The veterans have also been going on picnics at
the U.P. Veterans Memorial Park and to the U.P. State
Fair and our own Dickinson County Fair. During
the year the veterans have indoor activities in woodworking and painting and outdoor activities of
going to football games and this year the Salute to
the Korean War Veterans.
This year we are also going to try to do some

ceramics. In December, we will do our Christmas
Gift Shop, the date is Tuesday December 4th from
10 A.M. to 2 P.M. Help is received from 340, 146,
114, 44, 50 and 244 and gifts are received from the
remaining units in the U.P.
As auxiliary members we also help out in the outpatient coffee, POW-MIA DAY, National Salute to
Veterans Week, and Veterans Day. A goal for this
year is to make sure there is enough wheelchair
bags, catheter bags and blankets/afghans for the veterans.
In closing, I am very honored to be the VAVS
Representative for the Oscar G. Johnson Medical
Center in Iron Mountain and to have the best opportunities to serve the veterans of the facility and
community.

“RECRUIT AND RETAIN”
Marilyn Bruntjens, Upper Northern Area
Membership Chairman (UPAA)
Many of our units had to increase their dues
for the 2013 membership year. The challenge
to retain our current membership and recruit
new members is here. Encourage your members to get their dues in early. Our dues help
veterans and their families along with supporting the many programs the American
Legion Auxiliary sponsors.
Make sure that you carry membership applications with you at all times. You never know
when you will be somewhere and can recruit
that new member. The American Legion Family
membership applications packet are perfect
for your wallet or purse. Sign up your daughter (s) and granddaughter (s). Send your meeting notice to your local newspaper inviting
members and guests to attend a meeting. At
one of your unit meetings serve snacks or a
potluck and have a meet and greet night or
membership kickoff. Encourage members to

attend and bring a guest as a potential new
member. Introduce your Auxiliary officers and
fellow members.
My unit, #71, in Gladstone sent a letter in
August to all members explaining a dues
increase for 2013. The new membership
brochure was included with that letter. The
brochure tells what the Auxiliary is all about and
the many programs it sponsors. We also stated what we do on a local level and how we
give back to our community. In addition, the letter informed them of when our meetings are
held and served as an invite to our October
meet and greet membership kickoff night.
Include the Auxiliary brochure when mailing your membership cards out to your renewed
or new members. Department will be happy
to send these brochures to you.
Let’s all work together to get our units at goal
this year and “Soar to New Heights.”
Remember: “The Sky’s the Limit for our
Veterans.”

munity.
There are other ways you can help Girls State.
We are in need of two laptop computers, with
the capability of running PowerPoint to be
used at the Girls State Party Conventions.
Without our own, we must rent computers
from MSU. Volunteers are still needed to work
the week long session of Girls State. It is a very
rewarding experience.
We are going to try something new this year.
All Girls State applications will require a $10.00
application fee. This fee is to be paid by the student. We are hoping this will cut down on the
number of no-shows we have. It will also generate needed funds for the program.
For information on any or all of the above,
please contact me at alaunit258@prodigy.net

Post 48 Banquet Held

Grand Ledge American Legion Post 48 celebrated
its Boys State-Girls State and Student Trooper program with a dinner banquet held on September
15th. Both programs are a weeklong event for
high school kids who have completed their junior
year. The events are held during the summer. The
Boys-Girls State program teaches how government
works and shows students an appreciation for their
rights as a citizen. Students from across the state
attend and develop friends for life. They develop
confidence and leadership skills that will shape
their future. Participation in the Student Trooper
Program exposes students to law enforcement.
Cadets participate in a wide variety of instructional sessions. The American Legion believes this program gives young people a strong sense of patriotism and a high regard for Law and Order. For more
specific information about your local Boys or Girls
State program and the Student Trooper program
please see your high school counselor or call the
American Legion at 627-1232.
Students in the picture include: Boys State attendees - David Horak/Bryan Jones/Charles Kreager,
Girls State - Elizabeth Boman/Janet Henretty/Caitlin
Zokvic, Student Troopers - Benjamin Farkas/Nathan
Hendrickson. In addition, adults pictured are Boys
State Chair Herm Koos, Legion Commander Duane
Miller, Eaton County Legion Commander Ron Petty,
Auxiliary President Corinne Lyon and Michigan
Auxiliary 1st VP Sandy Synder.

12 |

November/December 2012 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | www.michalaux.org

Send the Committee Information on Your Service Projects

Kay Bauer
Community Service Committee Member
We trust you received a lot of information at the
Fall Conference on this committee. For those who
were unable to attend Fall Conference, we are also
going to be participating with the Legion on the
Blood Donor Program. We also want you to include
everything in your community service report that
you have included in years past. We can’t wait to
read all about the wonderful project that you have
done this year. Please do a Narrative report on your
great project.

District 9 Units Are
Multi-Tasking With
Our Legion Family
Georgia Downs, 9th District President
Autumn Greetings from the 9th District. We’ve
been mighty busy at the 9th District being diversified with several of the Units multi-tasking with their
Legion Family. The Units are preparing for a very
productive year serving our Veterans, our
Community and our Children.
Units in our District have been very busy this summer and fall participating in a multitude of events.
Unit 35 Traverse City participated in National
Cherry Festival 2012 with a Parade Float and handed out 2000 flags to parade participants. They will
be hosting a “Legion Christmas Reunion” honoring
this year the Korean War Vets of Michigan.
Unit 10 of Manistee participates in escort trips
for our Fallen Hero’s. Unit 76 of Ludington participated in the Welcoming home of Bravo Troop
returning from Afghanistan. Unit 381 of Croton is
always bubbling with events and they really are
diversified! They sponsor food drives for the local
food pantry and send regular packages overseas to
their adopted soldier program. Unit 397 of Holton
has a very busy agenda for the upcoming season
with preparing Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets
for our Veterans in need. They hold funeral lunches for our veterans families.
Unit 411 of Hesperia has a monthly fundraising
dinner for the Wilwin Lodge; this is a beautiful
soldiers retreat for our injured returning warriors to
vacation free with their family. . Unit 411 sponsors
a Christmas Party and an Easter Egg Hunt for the
children.
Unit 69 of Whitehall should be very proud of their
Color Guard and so is the 9th District. They placed
1st in competition for the State and went on to
National competition in Indianapolis and took 2nd
place!. Unit 300 of Lake City hosts Veteran’s Day
Dinner; they are always busy assisting their Veterans
and their community.
Our Units are still finding time and the resources
to help our Veterans and their families. As always,
we willingly service our communities. We are family: The American Legion Auxiliary, The American
Legion, The Sons of the American Legion and our
wonderful Legion Riders. We Multi-Task together.
Wishing you all a blessed Thanksgiving.
Remember to thank a Veteran and keep our warriors
and their families in your prayers.

PURPOSE: mobilize the American Legion
Family, the veteran and military community and the
general population of the community to provide
service directed to veterans, active duty service
members and their families.
DEPT. OF MICHIGAN COMMUNITY SERVICE
AWARDS
(1) The Wilber M. Brucker Cup
(2) The Lida Murphy Cup named for PDP Lida
Murphy, Northville Unit 14 who served 19371938.

(3) The Earl L. Stewart Cup
(4) The Betty Cline Citation named for PDP Betty
Cline, Port Huron, Unit 8, who served 1980-1981
and our NEWEST AWARD
(5) The Patricia Jewell Award named for PDP
Patricia Jewell UPAA, who served 1992-1993.
UNIT CHAIRMAN SEND YOUR ENTRY AND
REPORT TO THE DISTRICT CHAIRMAN BY 3-3113.
DISTRICT CHAIRMAN SEND THE WINNING
ENTRY WITH GREEN SLIP TO THE DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN BY APRIL 15, 2013.

2012 Fall Conference - Boyne Highlands

Juniors who were in attendance at Fall Conference with chairman
Darlene Jones.
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South Student Grows Interest in Politics During Washington, D.C. Visit
Excerpts from an article By
April Lehmbeck, C & G Staff
Writer

GROSSE POINTE FARMS —
South High School student Neal Jeup had a story to tell
about what he did over summer vacation.
Jeup, of Grosse Pointe Farms, was one of two delegates from Michigan chosen to spend a week in
Washington, D.C., during the summer as part of the
2012 American Legion Boys Nation Convention.
It was a learning experience that fostered a growing
interest in the political arena for the teen, a senior at
South this year.
“Before the Boys State/Boys Nation experience I saw
myself as a lifelong businessman, but having gone
through these life-changing programs, my interest in
politics has increased,” Jeup said in an email. “My
hope for the future is to continue past college with a successful career in business that perhaps leads to an
opportunity to run for a political office.”
Dan McCrary is the scholars chairman for the Grosse
Pointe American Legion Post 303. He has a lot of pos-

By Jackie Lyons, District 10 Historian

The Michigan American Legion 10th district
meeting was held at the Oscoda American Legion
Post 274 on Sept. 8, 2012. The Auxiliary served an
italian luncheon with salad and desert before the
meetings began. The 10th District Commander
Bob Bauder resigned his post as 10th District
Commander sighting health issues. 1st Vice
Commander Earl Lash advanced to become the
new 10th District Commander. Elden "Todd"
Avery from Post 274 was elected to the position of
1st Vice Commander.
Michigan State
Commander Tom Brown installed the new officers.
At this District meeting many issues were discussed by the attendees including budgets, protocol, upcoming event, programs that focus on the

itive things to say about Jeup.
“We are so fortunate to have such great students, such
as Neal, represent the Grosse Pointe area for the
American Legion Boys State program and the state of
Michigan at Boys Nation,” he said in an email. “In talking with Neal during his Boys State at Northwood
(University), and after his trip to Washington, D.C., I
know that this summer has really been a life-changing
experience for him.”
Jeup learned about the program through a friend who
had experience at the Boys State level.
“I learned more about the program through Vice
Commander Dan McCrary, and I was fortunate
enough to be awarded a scholarship for 2012,” Jeup
said. “While at Boys State, I learned about Boys Nation
and decided to pursue one of the two Michigan seats.”
The highlight of his week in the capital was a visit to
the White House.
“Going in the White House was like nothing I ever
imagined,” Jeup said. “I was especially blessed to be with
a program like Boys Nation, because after 66 years, they
have earned the trust and confidence of the president
and White House staff. This allowed us to have greater

freedom as we walked through the house.
Then he was able to meet the president, which was an
exciting moment for the teens in the program.
He said it was unforgettable.
“Let me tell you, seeing the leader of the free world
in person is something extremely special,” Jeup said.
“He made a point of greeting each one of us personally.
“I shook his hand and told him it was a great honor
to meet him,” Jeup said. “He said, ‘It’s great to meet
you too, son.’”
As for his immediate plans after high school, Jeup is
on the hunt for the right college with his search narrowed to five schools, he said.
His plans include studying business entrepreneurship.
For future students, Jeup recommends others consider taking part in the Boys Nation program, and wanted to thank McCrary for his sponsorship.
“It is a remarkable program,” Jeup said. “You’ll meet
incredible people, and it’s a week that will change your
life.”
You can reach C & G Staff Writer April Lehmbeck
at alehmbeck@candgnews.com or at (586)498-1043.

Female Veteran. Raffles and fund raisers being
held by individual post to fund projects, Boys State,
Girls State, conferences, the role of the Sons of the
American Legion, Veteran's benefits, the backlog
of Veterans’ disability claims and what we as
Legionnaires can do to help.
The next/upcoming event for the Legion Post
274 is Sept. 29 “3rd Annual Public Safety
Appreciation Dinner” all proceeds from the dinner, auctions and raffles go to the Oscoda Fire
Department, Police Department and EMS. A
silent auction starts at 10:00am, starting at 5:00pm
cocktails are being served. The steak dinner starts
at 6:00pm and the cost of the dinner will be $12.00
per person. This event is open to the general public.
The American Legion Post members continue

to work within their communities to better serve
and honor our veterans. Programs such as Boys
State, Girl's State and the scholarships that are
offered by the American Legion continue to prepare our future leaders. For applications to join the
American Legion Post 274 stop by the post and
request a membership application or ask a
Legionnaire for one.

10th District News

BOYS STATE 2013

By Nelson O’Bryan, Michigan Boys State
Committee Chairman & Director

Winter is almost upon us and now it is time for
everyone to get on board and try to help more
young men experience the life changing week at
our Boys State camp.
The boys need to be between their junior and
senior year of high school. The charge this year is
$325.00 which includes the year book. Registration
must be completed by April 30, 2013. We will be
at Northwood University in Midland again this
year and the dates are June 16 to the 22. We have
some very ambitious goals this year and if everyone will pitch in and help, we can do it. One of the
goals is to have three hundred fifty plus boys. With
four hundred and forty American Legion post
and over two hundred SAL squadrons we should

be able to achieve this number. We all need to pull
together to support all American Legion programs.
In the past few years the Boys State committee
staff has had free use of five golf carts. However,
this year our golf cart contact left the Northwood
campus. The University offered to rent the carts
to us for $2,200 but we are unable to afford this
cost. We do need at least 3 golf carts for my committee members. We do need 1 six passenger cart
and 2 one passenger carts to get around this large
campus in the summer.
If anyone has connections to let us borrow
these 3 golf carts for the week of June 15-22,
please contact Nelson O'Bryan @ (734 482-1920)
or Jerry Kelley (734 434-8272). We would appreciate any assistance that you can provide to help
us with this transportation issue.

Patriotic Items,
Fundraising,
Accessories, Shirts,
Flags & More!
http://emblem.legion.org/
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2012 MALPA Newsletter winners

By Carol & Ralph Philp

Class A - "Best Publication" 301 members or more - other than offset
printing 1st Place - The Groves-Walker Bulletin, Editors Ralph & Carol Philp, Groves-Walker
Post 346 Farmington
2nd Place - Beals Banner, Editor Josie A. Boore, Myron H. Beals Post 32 Livonia

WHAT’S HAPPENS AT YOUR POST?
ONSTED POST 550 DELIVERS
BLUE STARS

Class A - "Best Publication" 301 members or more - offset printing 1st Place - The Northeastern Post 459 American Legion Family, Editor Joe
Hollomon, Northeastern Post 459 Grand Rapids

Class B - "Best Publication" 300 members or less - other than offset
printing 1st Place - Davison Dispatch, Editor Tim Hernandez, Chas. N. Skellenger Post 267
Davison
2nd Place - Wavelinks, Editor Deborah Williamson, Furniture City Unit 258
Grand Rapids

Class B - "Best Publication" 300 members or less - offset printing - no
entries
Class C - "Pen & Ink" 1st Place - Frank Rodman, Floriano-Stecker Post 340 Hermansville
Class D - "Associated Publications" - no entries

Class E - "Best American Legion/ Auxiliary Public Relations"
1st Place - Josie A. Boore, Myron H. Beals Post 32 Livonia
2nd Place - Frank Rodman, Floriano-Stecker Post 340 Hermansville

Class W - "Website"
1st Place - www.americanlegionpost32.com Myron H. Beals Post 32 Livonia,
Webmaster John Huber
2nd Place - www.post459.org Northeastern Post 459, Webmaster Joe Hollomon

MALPA 2012 Award winners at Fall Conference in Boyne Highlands. L to R - Tim Hernandez
(Post 267), Deborah Williamson (Unit 258 Grand Rapids), Carol Philp (Unit 346 Farmington),
Josie Boore (Unit 32 Livonia), David Buist (5th Dist. Finance Officer, Post 179 Walker, accepting for Joe Hollomon Post 459 Grand Rapids), George Jingles (MALPA Member-at-Large and
awards presenter, Post 381 Newaygo), Ralph Philp (Post 346 Farmington). Photo: Mike Williams
(18th Dist. Cmdr, Post 346 Farmington)

Have a
Safe and
Happy
Holiday
Season!

The American Legion Riders from Onsted Post 550 delivered a double blue star
flag to Greg and Lisa Wicking for son Colt who is in the Marines and Dalon who
is in the Navy. Presenting the double star flag is the Director of the Legion Riders
Ray Youtsey. Helping to deliver this important flag to the parents are left to right
Rusty Benschoter, Frank Stanley, Frank Bolak, Mickey Mota, Otis Whittamore, and
Dave Hawes.
We also delivered single star flags to Fred and Benda Imm from Brooklyn, Michigan
with their son Justin Herriman in the Marine Corps and a single star flag to John
and Bonnie Bourke from Somerset, Michigan for their son Chris who is in the Air
Force.
We delivered all three flags on the 5th of February 2012.
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1st District
12/3/12
Joe Louis Post #375
3/4/13
Fred Beaudry Post #126
5/6/13 *
Joe Louis Post #375
6/3/13
Fred Beaudry Post #126
1st Zone Picnic (8/4/12) in Taylor, Michigan
Veterans Day Parade (11/3/12) in Detroit
* Memorial Day Observance - Joint Legion Family.
Guests are welcome - those planning to attend and speak
should notify the District Adjutant, John Burke at
59jaydee@prodigy.net so you may be included in the meeting agenda.

2nd District
January 6, 2013 HERBERT J. MC KUNE 31 CHELESA
March 10, 2013 HANNAN-COLVIN 180 HUDSON
SAL 12:00 SERVICE OFFICERS 1:00 REGULAR LEGION 2:00
May 19, 2013 LYNN C. WEEMAN 514 IDA
SAL 11.30 MEMORIAL SERVICE 12:30 REGULAR LEGION 2:00 NO SERVICE OFFICERS
Distirct 4th
NOVEMBER 4TH STEVENSVILLE POST 568
JANUARY 6TH BUCHANAN POST 51
MARCH 3RD CONSTANTINE POST 223
MAY 5TH BRIDGMAN POST 331
DINNER SERVED AT 12:30 AND IS $7.OO PER PERSON. CALL POST FOR RESERVATIONS. BARNDOG

5th District
November 8th, 2012, 7 p.m., Daniel W. Cassard Post #208
January 10th, 2013, 7p.m., Roger B. Chaffee Post #154
March 14th, 2013, 7 p.m., Neal E. Fonger Post #179
May 9th, 2013, 7 p.m., Charles A. Conklin Post #28

6th District
November 4, 2012 Howell, MI Post 141
January 13, 2013 Pinckney, MI Post 419
March 10, 2013 Davison, MI Post 267
May 5, 2013 Brighton, MI Post 235
Service Officer School 11 am- Lunch at 12 – Meeting at
1pm

Statement of Ownership Michigan Legionnaire

7th District
January 13, 2013 Lapeer
March 17, 2013 Caseville
May 19, 2013 Port Huron

District Meetings

8th District
November 4th at Carson City,
January 6th at Stanton,
March 3rd at Owosso
May 5th at Laingsburg

9th District
Executive Board Noon, Past Cmdrs. / Service Officer Info 12:30
p.m., Lunch 1:00 p.m., General Membership Meeting 2:00
p.m. ( or as soon as dishes are cleared if lunch runs long).
December 8, 2012-Lake City Post 300
March 9, 2013-Ludington Post 76
May 11. 2013-Traverse City Post 35.
10th District
November 3, 2012 Mikado
January 5, 2013 Bay City 18
March 2, 2013
Sanford 443
May 5, 2013
Harrison 404 (Memorial)
June 1, 2013
T.B.A. (incoming commander Post)
Lunch at noon, meetings at 1pm all dates.

11 & 12th District
Winter Meeting January 18 & 19th, 2013 Iron River, MI
Summer Meeting June 14 & 15, 2013 at Menominee Post
#146

16th District
November 13, 2012 Flat Rock Post 337
December 11, 2012 Southgate Post 478 *
Jan 8th, 2013 Stitt Post 232
February 12th, 2013 Fort Dearborn Post 364*
March 12, 2013 Wyandotte Post 217
April 9th, 2013 Allen Park Post 409*
May 14th, 2013 Lincoln Park Post 67**
June 11th, 2013 Garden City Post 396
Meetings at 7:30pm
* Denotes Service Officer School 6:30PM
** Memorial Service 6:30PM

17th District
November 21, 2012 7p.m. Good Fellows Plymouth Elizabeth
St Post 112
December 19, 2012 7p.m. K of C Hall Plymouth, MI Post 391
January 16, 2013 7p.m. Northville American Legion Post 147,
Northville Michigan
February 20, 2013 7p.m. Northville American Legion Post

147, Northville Michigan
March 20, 2013 7p.m. K of C Hall 25300 5 Mile,
Redford Post 302
April 17, 2013 7.pm. K of C Hall 25300 5 Mile,
Redford Post 302
May 15, 2013 7 p.m.K of C Hall 25300 5 Mile,
Redford Post 302
June 5, 2013 6:30p.m. American Legion Post 32, Livonia MI
18th District
November 18, 2012 2 p.m. Auburn Hills, MI Post #143
January 13, 2013 2 p.m. Pontiac, MI Post #20
March 10, 2013 2 p.m. Oxford, MI Post #108
May 19, 2013 Farmington, MI Post #346
Memorial Service at 1 p.m. Election of Officers at 2 p.m.
June 9, 2013 2p.m. Royal Oak, MI Post #253
District 19
Winter Conference, Sunday, December 9, 2012 Gaylord
Spring Conference, Sunday, March 10, 2013 Elk Rapids
Convention, Saturday, May 18, 2013 Boyne City

Classifieds
Honorably Discharged
Veterans
The Camp Curnalia Cottage
Owner Association is a community established for Veterans
who have received an honorable discharge from any branch
of the United States Armed
Forces.
All residents share access to
the sandy beaches located on
the northern shore of beautiful
Higgins Lake in Northern
Michigan. You would love calling this your vacation retreat or
even your primary home.
For more information about cottages for sale in this Veterans
Community call 989-390-4208
or Visit: www.campcurnalia.com
Camp Curnalia Cottage
Owners Association P.O. Box
462 Higgins Lake, Michigan
48627-0462
The Best Thing for You Might
Not Be Money In the Bank!

Annuity rates up to 4.125%
Why settle for less in a Bank CD?
FREE CONSULTATIONS
800-720-4142

Retirement / Ins / Investment Planning
Final Expense Insurance
Biblical Based Investments

P.J. Harper, RIA, CSA, Registered
Investment Advisor, National Association
of Christian Financial Consultants
Member, Legion Member
www.harper-enterprises.com
Manchester, MI
Buying Legion, Auxiliary, SAL,
40/8, VFW, DAV, Masonic, and
FOE medals, badges, pins,
caps,bars, membership cards
and Stamp Collections.
Contact Craig R. Wotring, PO
Box 1743 Owosso, MI 48867,
989-725-9728 Legion Member

PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S.
military items from all
wars. Top cash paid for
Airborne, Aviation, Pilot,
Seal, Special Forces, OSS,
Ranger, Marine items. Also
German medals, daggers,
swords, guns, personality
items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
1217 Griswold St.,
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 982-4203

WAR RELICS
WANTED

Private collector paying
top dollar for daggers,
swords, medals, uniforms, etc. Call or write:
William Harbowy (Life
Member)
7247 Weddel Street, Taylor,
MI 48180
(313) 386-2384
"The contents of advertisements which appear in
the Legionnaire are solely
the responsibility of the
advertisers. Appearance of
any advertisement in the
Legionnaire does not constitute either a recommendation, nor an endorsement
of the goods and services
offered therein."
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Ken Roznowski VP Lending with Gerald Merrell Accepting the
American Legion Economic Award Large Employer

Members of Post 32 along with Native American Veterans
Association of Southeastern Michigan and the Color Guard of
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 154 - Mt. Clemens, MI
participated in remembering our POW & MIA’s during National
Recognition Day.

American Legion Escanaba River Post #115 opened the Escanaba Township
(Delta County, UP) Sesquicentennial (150 Years) on August 25, 2012 with
a flag raising and rifle salute to all Veterans who served in the military.
The ceremony was performed in front of the Veteran's Memorial erected
in 1986 by the Post and Escanaba Township.

Post 74 of Newberry took advantage of a great fall day to install a
new roof on the chicken barbeque pit before the snow flies.

Meet the CENTURIAN: Post 258 Legionnaires from (L)
Shipmate Tony Trovato at 100 and (R) PC Varge Wagner 99,
he turns 100 on July 5th, 2013. Tony and Varge attended
South High School but attended at the same time as shipmate President Gerald R. Ford, Class of 1931.

Past National Commander Robert Spanogle and Past National Commander Tom Cademus
enjoy time at the National Convention in Indianapolis, IN

Jan Penton (left) of The Clare-Farwell American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 558 presented a check for $1,000 to the
Veteran's Freedom Park of Clare County representatives
Renee Haley (center) and Cindy Friese. Money was raised
at Post 558 Veterans Golf Outing August 24th, 2012.

Lou Oberle and Pat Laine accept donation from Unit 315
Auxiliary member Jill Linden Thomas of Brooklyn , MI

