Resolution #20-9
Title: Cancellation of 2020 American Legion Convention in Kalamazoo, Michigan

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 3 voted by the National Executive Committee by unanimous vote
Titled Cancellation of 2020 American Legion Convention in Louisville, Kentucky and Awarding of
2026 National Convention strongly urges all Departments to follow a similar course of action, to-
wit: (1) cancel their 2020 conventions and elections; and (2) maintain the status quo of their
officers until next year; and

WHEREAS Article X1, Section 1 of the Constltutlon of The American Legijg

Convention shall be held at a time and place to be fixed by vote of the G0
two years in advance, or in case the preceding Convention does not fi : i ce, these

Department shall be governed by the Department and
amendments thereto, by the mandate of the Departm i |scellaneous rules

WHEREAS, The United States of Americag currently experiencing a
pandemic associated with the spread of Cox refore causing communities, cities,

restriction of mass gathenng Siz icti ( gessary travel, closure of restaurants and other
public gathering space entati distancing™ guidelines and an overall emphasis on
personal hygiene andg erm a { ions; and

J of The American Legion are contemplating the cancellation or
postponement of the nt Conventions, the primary purpose of which is to conduct the
busines ) icers and elect/appoint delegates to the national convention; and

WHEREA: i as declared a state of emergency pursuant to Executive Order 2020-
4; and

WHEREAS, uRder Exectitive Order 2020-4, the state of emergency is to continue until any effects of the
emergency conditions no longer exist; and

WHEREAS, Governor Whitmer, has directed in Executive Order 2020-21, that in order to suppress
the spread of COVID-19, that all individuals currently living within the State of Michigan are ordered
to stay at home or at their place of residence, and all public and private gatherings of any number of
people occurring among persons not part of a single household are prohibited; and

WHEREAS, under Executive Order 2020-21, no person or entity shall operate a business or conduct
operations that require workers to leave their homes or places of residence except to the extent that
those workers are necessary to sustain or protect life or to conduct minimum basic operations; and



WHEREAS, The Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion states that we will maintain law
and order; and

WHEREAS, Michigan Legislature on April 7, 2020 extended the Executive Orders until April 30, 2020,
but states that they will evaluate the continuing need for this order prior to its expiration; and

WHEREAS, The Governor of Michigan signed the extension legislation on April 9, 2020; and

WHEREAS, A gathering of the members of The American Legion at the Department Convention in
Kalamazoo, Michigan would be in conflict with the imposed restrictions set b al, state and federal

Convention and Elections at all levels of the Department, however,
Advisory Committee to the Department Commander believes tha

rican Legion, Department of
nown as Coronavirus (COVID-
enforced to contain it and concern for the safety
he American Legion, Department of Michigan

Michigan that due to the uncertainty of the
19), the numerous government regulati
of all members of the Ameri
Department Executive Com 2 g
to cancel the 2020 American Legi i 2ntion; and, be it further

fficient reasons, the following American Legion,
, Michigan are cancelled: (1) the Pre-Convention
eduled for June 25, 2020; (2) The American Legion,
artment Conventlon scheduled for June 26 - 28, 2020 (3) the

RESOLVED, That g
Department of i
Department

, Sargent at Arms and Assistant Sargent at Arms continue serving in their current
ose of the next Department Convention scheduled in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan
, 2021; and, be it further

positions until
from July 8 —

RESOLVED, That all department committee chairpersons, District Commanders, Alternate
District Commanders and the current committee members continue serving in their current
positions until they resign or are either reassigned or reappointed at the first Department
Executive Committee meeting after the 2021 Department Convention; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the Department Executive Committee retain their current member of the NEC



September 2, 2021; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That any resolutions needing to cq
Michigan, Department Executive Committee m
Committee and subsequently considered and
allowed means prior to the 2020 Fall Meetin@

RESOLVED, That the Grand Rapids Conv
consideration of the awarding of abiesfer the

RESOLVED, That due to n
American Legion National
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