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DETACHMENT COMMANDER DAVE MENNEL
way. Get out there! Support
our veterans! Don't lose
sight of who we are, Proud
Sons.

Greetings Fellow Sons.
Wow, it is already the end of
February! Time is just flying. How are you doing on
participating in your squadron, or supporting your post
or your district? What part
of the body are YOU? Are
you a WISHBONE, JAWBONE,
OR BACKBONE?
The
wishbone, wishes things
would get done, but doesn't
manage to get out and
help. The jawbone, talks
about it, sometimes in a bad
sense, but still, never gets
out and helps. The backbone, gets out there, and
puts his all into it, seeing
that whatever "it" is gets
done.
Which are
you? Let's all strive to be
the backbone! When we all
work together, we can make
things happen in a good

I'm sure there will be pictures out there from our
visit to Cedar Springs, and
the Red Flannel. That was a
busy weekend, and I enjoyed
having our PDC 1 running us
around and visiting the local
posts. The UP Tour and Conference was more of a
whirlwind than a tour, but
still most enjoyable. We
visited a lot of posts, and I
am proud to share that
there are some very good
cooks in our S.A.L.! The tour
ended at the UP Winter Conference, with a very nice "sit
-down'' dinner involving the
Jr. R.O.T.C., and again great
S.A.L. cooks! There was a
visit by many 'ladies', including Ms. Mennillie - again, I'm
sure there will be pictures
floating around. Thank you
all for your hospitality.
I was honored to attend the
5th District Four Chaplains
Service. If you don't know
about this, look it up. And if

da vi dme n ne l@ ya hoo. c om

there isn't a service in your
part of our state, you have
lots of time to get one going. Again, PDC1 Pustay was
a very gracious host helping
is visit more posts/
squadrons. He‟s also a good
cook! Thanks Pat & Anita.
Our February DEC, which is
also during the Legion/
Auxiliary Mid-Winter Meeting,
went well. We will have
some work to finish at our
convention. Our National
Commander, David L. Dew,
was present.
He was
pleased to give us a 'pat on
the back' and was "not here
to beat us up". Thanks for
all our teamwork. Again, it
was wind and he recalled he
was grateful to not spend
hours out in the night
weather without certain key
necessities and not losing electricity. He enjoyed
the gifts: a bag of "made in
Michigan", and the coat especially handy for those
trips outside.
I have and will be attending
A merican ism Dinners
throughout our state. What
(Continued on page 2)
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DETACHMENT COMMANDER - continued
(Continued from page 1)

an honor to see the work being done in
each community.
As this is written, your First Lady and I
are preparing for the Washington D.C.
legislative conference. We are also looking forward to the 6th District Tour.

CHAPLAIN DANNY J. POOLE

I would be amiss if I didn't mention membership. Keep up the hard work, and for
those who are lagging, GET OUT AND RETAIN
as well as recruit. Don't forget to get
those Consolidated Squadron Reports completed and sent in. Thank you to all the
Zone Commanders for your hard
work. Each one of you has unique issues
and, you are doing a fantastic job.

We all have so much to be proud of! And I
thank you all for your hard work in continuing to make the Sons of the American
Legion, a group of loyal Sons!
I remain available to you for any need.
For God and country, and a proud son of a
veteran,
Dave Mennel
810-343-9494

cool.poole@att.net

We thank Thee for each day.
Evermore in heart and mind we shall sing praises of joy and we shall show our love by our thoughts, words and
deeds, our helpful service to others, and faithful performance of all our obligations .
We ask Thee to bless and preserve all whom we love, comfort and aid all in trouble and distress. We offer thanks
for all graces and favors we have received.
Amen.

1ST ZONE COMMANDER JEREMY BELL
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precedence. With that being said I'm asking
all S.A.L. members to do me a favor: reach
out to your squadron, legion, auxiliary and
riders members as we are a family! If you
see a member having a problem talk with
them try to help as much as you can.
Sometimes they just need a friend to talk
to.
I know this is unheard of, but I would like
to formally apologize to the members of
the 1st Zone and the Detachment of MI. I
don't feel I have been a good leader over
the past year. I have had a lot of hurdles
with work and personal issues that took

We are a wonderful organization for several reasons: yes, we support our veterans,
yes, we donate money to many very worthy
causes, yes, we support our children and
youth, but in my eyes what makes this organization so wonderful is FAMILY! I know
by going to different squadron, district and

detachment events the first thing we do is
shake each other‟s hand, or give one another a hug and ask how they are doing, I
hope we never lose focus of that because
if we do I believe that will be the downfall
of our organization.
I hope to see everyone at the 16th District
meeting at Headman Post 217 on Friday
March 4 at 7:30 p.m. and the Detachment
Convention in Novi June 3,4 and 5.
Thank you to all my brothers!
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2ND ZONE COMMANDER RODNEY TOLBERT

rodtgoblue@yahoo.com

districts are working hard at this so keep
up the good work. We will present a patch
to all the Squadron Commanders that have
100% membership by May 1.

Greetings SAL and Legion family, it was
great to see everyone at the DEC meeting
in Flint. National Commander David Dew
from Texas was there, and he talked some
about how good the SAL from Michigan is
doing. The reason for that is all of you
guys, and I thank you. I would like to thank
the 5th District for being the first with no
zero memberships in the 2nd Zone. Way to
work hard for that goal. I know all the

The Four Chaplains Service in Grand Rapids
was great again, and I would like to see
more of you there next year. It is well
worth the time and effort and the fellowship afterwards is always great. The Consolidated Squadron Report forms are coming out soon, if you need help with these
please let me or your District Commander
know. These forms are very important and
need to be filled out even if you‟ve only
done one thing that‟s recordable. Everything counts. If you need help with anything, for fund raisers or any questions
about your squadron officer duties are,

3RD ZONE COMMANDER JOSEPH P. LAFNEAR, SR.

please get a hold of me as I would be glad
to help. The Detachment is looking for all
squadrons to send in their constitution
and bylaws. Please send to Lou Scott at
6509 Hamburg Road, Brighton, MI 48116 or
e-mail lousctt@yahoo.com. Let‟s be the
first zone to accomplish this. If you have
any questions about this, contact me or
Lou Scott.
Thanks for making me feel at home at
your post and district meetings. Let‟s
remember we are here for the veterans
and for veterans programs so please help
a veteran out today. For this reason, we
can take pride in the SAL!
For God and Country.
RODNEY TOLBERT GO BLUE

misal3rdzone@comcast.net

District Sons.
By now, your squadron should have received
information about the convention and the registration forms. If you plan to attend or if your
squadron plans to send delegates please make
your reservations as soon as you can. It will
make it easier on the hosting committee.

My, my, where has the year gone? Spring
will be here by the time you get this newsletter and that brings a time to start planning outdoor actives not to mention the
elections of squadron officers. All squadron
elections should be done before the Detachment Convention being held June 3 to
5, 2011 in Novi and being hosted by the 18 th

You can make it better for your next Zone Commander. When you are filling out your officers
list to be submitted to the Department please,
provide all requested information. Also, the
information should be legible so anyone can
read it. Please provide at least one email (post,
squadron or member) address for information
to be sent to. This will be a great help in corresponding with the squadrons and help to keep
expenses down.

As your Zone Commander, I am available to
each and every squadron, district and most
importantly the members of thieZone. I am
available to answer any questions, attend
your functions, meetings or for general guidance. However, I can only do this if I am contacted, because I do not know your needs until
you let me know. If I cannot help you or do not
know the answer to your question, I will find
the right person to direct your concern to and
then provide you with a response.
During the Detachment Executive Committee
meeting held at the Winter Conference I presented a 100% membership plaque to Squadron 267.
(Continued on page 4)
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3RD ZONE COMMANDER - continued
(Continued from page 3)

The remaining 100% squadrons in the
Zone will get their plaques at the Convention. If your squadron makes 100% or
better by the first report in May, your
squadron will get a plaque. I am personally inviting each of the squadrons in the
3rd Zone to have a representative to attend the Detachment Convention. The
members of the Zone will be electing the
next Zone Commander for 2011/12 so having someone from your squadron present
is important, your vote does count.
ATTENTION ALL SQUADRON COMMANDERS OF THIS DETACHMENT, I had committed to giving each of the squadron
commanders in the 3rd Zone a 100% patch
if their squadron reported 100% or better
based on the first membership report in
May. This was discussed between the
Zone Commanders and brought up to the
DEC in February. It was approved by vote
of the DEC, that every Squadron Commander in the Detachment who gets 100%
or better will receive the 100% patch. The
first Department membership report in
May 2011 will be used for issuing the 100%
patch.
Please be sure your membership gets
sent into Department as this report will
also be the one used for Convention delegate votes. If your squadron gets 100%
or better please have a representative
attend the Convention to receive the Commanders patch.
I have posted my Winter Meeting report on

the Zone Commanders webpage at, http://
home.comcast.net/~misal3rdzone/site/?/
home/. Please take a look and all feedback is
welcome.
I invite all zone members that would like to get
the various information that is sent out, to
provide their email to me at misal3rdzone@comcast.net and I‟ll add you to the list. I
am sure, that at least one member having an
email would be willing to be the squadron contact for emailed information; this does not need
to be an officer.
In early February, I sent to each squadron in
the 3rd Zone either by email or regular mail
copies of a simple boiler plate Squadron Constitution and By-Laws as found in the squadron
handbook, with a few minor changes. These
should be completed and two signed copies
should be sent to the Detachment Judge Advocate. After approval, one copy will be returned
with his signature indicating they have been
approved. Each of your squadron members
should be provided with an approved copy for
their use.
The above was done in response that there are
only ten copies on file of either squadrons or
districts. So, you can see that this issue needs
a lot of improvement. If your squadron needs a
copy, you may send me a request to the above
email address. I would like to see the 3rd Zone
complete this task before the Convention, it can
be done.
I am glad to be able to report that the 6 th and
8th Districts are in the process of forming their
Sons District Associations and I encourage
each of the squadrons to support this action.

The Detachment goal is to have a Sons District Association for each of the districts to
mirror our parent organization, The Department of Michigan and their District Associations. In the online handbook, the Districts are
shown as part of the structure of the National
Organization.
I am still working on a squadron all time high
lists. If your squadron keeps the old membership rosters, this could be used to find your
all-time high. For this project, I would like to
have totals from at least 2005. If anyone has
any old Detachment membership reports, I
would like to get a copy, the older the better.
By the time you get this newsletter, you
should have received the last updated information for the 3rd Zone Directory. The current section should be removed and the new
one should be inserted in its place. Those
without emails may be receiving theirs a little
later but not later than the end of March.
If the members of the 3rd Zone have any recommendations on how the Zone Commander
can better serve its members please, let me
know. I am looking for feedback that will help
the Zone Commander to better serve. What do
you expect from your Zone Commander? Let
us know, so this information can be passed to
the next commander.
Lastly, I want to thank the 3rd Zone members
for their support and giving me the opportunity to serve as your Zone Commander and
your work on membership. Without the local
members and all their work, the Detachment
and officers would be without meaning or
purpose.

Join us at the Detachment Convention - June 3-5, 2011 in Novi
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4th ZONE COMMANDER EARL LASH

e ar lbe ar @ c har ter . net

I have been to squadron meetings in Sanford and Cadillac, and I was also at the 19th District meeting in Gaylord. This past weekend I attended the Winter Meeting in Flint along with several other members.
For membership: 9th District is at 75.50%, 10th District is at 75.58%, 19th District is at 104.04%. WOW, great job to all! Overall, the Zone
is in 2nd place. We are at 78.75% of our goal; we need 106 members to meet our goal.
I would like the 10th District Sons to be represented at the next Legion district meeting on May 7 at Midland Post 165. Please be there at 11:00
am as I would like to set up a 10th District Sons of The American Legion. I would appreciate your support in this matter.

2011 Membership Target Dates:
March 9:
80%
April 13:
90%
May 11:
100%

5TH ZONE COMMANDER / UPPER PENINSULA MEMBERSHIP / UPPER PENINSULA CHAIRMAN
DWAINE VERVILLE
dverville22@yahoo.com

With it being now the month of March our
membership should be closing in on 100%. I
realize achieving this is a lofty goal but it is
attainable. There are no “0” squadrons in
the 5th Zone, and after contacting several
low squadrons their membership has improved.

The Leadership College which was held at
Post # 349, Little Lake, in December was
very informative. Talking to Legion and
Auxiliary members that attended, it was
more informative than previous sessions.
Thanks to the committee that took the time
out of their schedules for this.

the membership as the numbers show.

January always brings the U.P. Mid-Winter
Tour and Conference. It began on Sunday
Jan. 16 in Sault Ste Marie and concluded in
Marquette the following Sunday. I know that
the people from downstate get their share
of snow and bad weather, but the drive
from Wakefield to Houghton was as unnerving as it gets. I would like to thank Commander Dave and First Lady Anita, along
with PR Chairman Andre and his wife Susan
for the memorable time. I know it helped

I am asking all squadrons to send in their
memberships and to personally contact
members, as retaining members is
harder than signing new members. Give
them a reason to belong.

March brings the American Legion birthday. Please participate at your Post and
remember that the American Legion was
organized to assist veterans and veteran‟s families.
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BOYS STATE CHAIRMAN (LEGION)
Hi, I am Nelson O'Bryan, newly appointed
American Legion director of Michigan Boys
State. I am very committed to making this
program a success, but I cannot do it
alone.
We need help from every Legion Family
member. We need the Legion Zone Commanders to encourage the district commanders to ask the Legion posts for a
commitment to send more boys to Boys

A LITTLE MORE ABOUT BOYS STATE
Boys State is an educational program sponsored by American Legion Departments
across the country to help young men learn
about government and how it works. The Boys
State Program in Michigan will be held from
June 19 to25 at Northwood University at Midland, MI.
Their motto is “Learn by Doing”. The Boys
State educational staff‟s goal is to facilitate
the learning process by giving the citizens of
Boys State an opportunity to govern themselves and to run their own state.

RAINBOW CONNECTION CHAIRMAN

I would like to recognize the Squadrons
across the state that have sent donations

NELSON O’BRYAN

nlob@comcast.net

State. Anyone can sponsor a boy or girl. If
you ask other private clubs in your area, a
lot of them will sponsor a student.

can politics and government. They actually
set up their own 51st. state and run it for
one week.

The students are at least 15 years old and
in between their junior and senior year in
high school. Presently the cost is $310.00
for a week that shapes a lifetime. Although
it started in 1935, too many people do not
know what Boys and Girls State really is.
It's a week long, hands on study of Ameri-

You can get more info from The American
Legion website. Boys State will start on
Father‟s Day June 19, 2011 at Northwood
University in Midland, and anyone is welcome to visit and see the program in action. It will be very interesting to you.

JOE HOLLOMON & BRENT GEERS
• It is LEARNING more about city, county and
state government in one week at Boys State
than in an entire semester in a formal classroom setting.

volved, the more he will get out of Boys State.
• It is FRIENDSHIP – making life-long friends.
Applicants must be a junior (11 grade) in high
school or in the equivalent of an 11 grade
accredited home-schooled program, must be
15+ years old by May 30, 2011 and have an
interest in government.
th

th

• It is POLITICS – an exposure to the world of
politics with conventions, campaigns and elections.
• It is GOVERNMENT – doing exactly the same
things and positions as in the real world.
• It is INVOLVEMENT – the more a boy is in-

ANDRE SVACHA

More information can be found at:
www.michiganlegion.org/pages/
boysstate.html.

asvacha@hotmail.com

in this year, they include the following:
#146 Menominee,#219 Fife Lake , #374
Berkley, #217 Wyandotte, #216 Milford,
#28 Grand Haven, #102 Rockford, #459
Grand Rapids, and American Legion Auxiliary Unit #351 Utica for their very large
donation of $500. These donations help
grant very special wishes for Michigan
Children. The wish for Alante had to be
delayed due to his health so as we gather
here today he is in Orlando, Florida. He is

with his family waiting on their wish as he
was supposed to go in November.
I would like to say a big thank you for
their continued support of the Rainbow
Connection. So let‟s get out there and
continue to raise some money as there
are many kids that could use our help.
Remember the money we raise will go for
a Michigan kid and I hope you have a rainbow fun filled day.
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Upcoming 2nd District Meetings:
March 14 at 2pm
May 16 at 12:30pm

Post 550 Onsted
Post 514 Ida

Upcoming 3rd District Meetings:
March 6 at 1:30pm
May 1 at 1:30pm

Post 42 Charlotte
Post 207 Portage

Upcoming 4th District Meetings:
March 6 at 2pm
Post 51 Buchanan
May 1 at 2pm
Post 331 Bridgman

ALL INFORMATION ON THIS PAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONFIRM DATES AND LOCATIONS PRIOR
TO MAKING TRAVEL PLANS
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Upcoming 5th District Meetings:
March 23 at 7pm
May 5 at 7pm
May 7

Post 287 Cedar Springs
Post 28 Grand Haven
5th District Tour

Upcoming 18th District Meetings:
March 3, 2011
April 7, 2011
May 6, 2011

Post 377 Chief Pontiac
Post 216 Milford
Post 374 Berkley

Other Important Dates to Remember:
Boys State applications due at Department Headquarters by May 30.
Registration fee: $310 per student
Student Trooper application deadline to Department Headquarters for:
1st School: May 2
2nd School: June 6
Registration fee: $300 per student

ALL INFORMATION ON THIS PAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONFIRM DATES AND LOCATIONS PRIOR
TO MAKING TRAVEL PLANS
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DETACHMENT ADJUTANT’S THOUGHTS AND NEWS SANDY LIPMAN

sandylipman95@hotmail.com

members. We normally lose 12 to 15% of
our retainable members. Just think what
the Detachment of Michigan‟s numbers
would be if we could retain as well as we
recruit!

The year is going by quite quickly, and we
have achieved some of the goals Commander Dave has set for us. However,
once again I must stress the fact that our
membership is lagging. We are still seeing
zero squadrons on our reports. There
should never be any zero squadrons, as
all officers need to be paid before they
can be installed otherwise they cannot
hold office. So please get your cards in
today and submit them to Barb at headquarters. We also need to retain our

On other subjects let‟s not forget The
American Legion‟s other programs such
as the Child Welfare Foundation, National
Emergency Fund, Veterans homes and
hospitals, our own Make A Wish and Rainbow Foundations, The Alpha Project and
my personal one Legion Villa (as I sit on
that Board). Please try to see if you can
donate and support these great programs.
I will need your final reports as of May 3
so that I can publish them in book form as
I do every year for our Annual Detachment Convention. This is being hosted by
the Eighteenth District and held at the
Crowne Plaza in Novi, Michigan. Also the

COMMUNITY SERVICE CHAIRMAN BRAD KOCH

Hello to all, and I hope you all had an excellent Winter Meeting. If you were unable
to attend, I hope to see you at Convention
in June. In this report I‟d like to introduce

Consolidated Squadron Report forms will
be mailed to you within a week. Please fill
them out completely, as they are the lifeblood of this organization, and mail them
back to me, Sandy Lipman, at 13633
Vernon, Oak Park, Michigan 48237, or you
can bring them to Detachment Convention
and hand them to me. My e-mail Address
is sandylipman95@hotmail.com.
In closing, at this time we have 1 announced candidate for Detachment Commander: Dwaine Verville from Iron River. 1
candidate for 2nd Zone Commander: Rodney Tolbert of South Haven, 2 candidates
for Sgt.-At-Arms: Carvin Chapman of Chief
Pontiac and James Cooley of Cedar
Springs. If anyone else intends to run we
will need endorsement letters you‟re your
squadron or district. Thanks for all of
your hard work and dedication.
Yours in God and Country.

bkoch1991@gmail.com

you to the American Legion Family Support
Network. At your leisure, please take a
look at the website: http://
www.legion.org/familysupport. These are
the types of community service projects
that can really make a difference for our
returning veterans. If you personally
know a veteran who needs help, please
refer them to this program. If you and/or
your squadron care to make a donation to
help, please do so asap. I know my squadron donates $200 a year to this cause.
This, by itself, may not make a huge dent,
but think about the impact if all of our

squadrons matched it!
Another reminder, that if you or your squadron decide to take on one of this projects or any
other for that matter, record your hours
and donations for your end of year reports. Take pictures as well because, as I
stated in the last two news letters, at next
year‟s 2011 convention in Troy, I will be
giving out a Community Service award for
the best scrapbook. Have fun with it and
be proud to report and show all the great
things you do. Enjoy the rest of your winter and spring and continue to have a
great Legion year for 2010-2011.
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ROGER DEES

I attended the Mid-Winter D.E.C. meeting
held in February in Flint, Michigan. Here
are some issues that The American Legion
would like you to contact your Representative about:
Legion Opposes Proposal to Cut VA
Spending
Responding to a proposal by Rep. Michele
Bachmann (R-Minn.) to freeze VA healthcare spending and cut veterans disability
payments to help reduce federal spending, American Legion National Commander
Jimmie L. Foster said his organization
steadfastly opposes the initiative. "It is
absurd to suggest such a thing when we
are fighting two wars and creating more
veterans every day who have served their
country honorably and have already
earned their benefits".
The plan, which proposes to cut a total of
$400 billion in federal spending, is derived
from an Oct. 28 report from the Heritage
Foundation that projects $2.5 billion in

rdees29@comcast.net

savings from a freeze on VA health-care
spending increases, and $1.9 billion in
savings from scrapping disability payments for veterans already receiving
Social Security Disability Income (SSDI).
Peter Gaytan, executive director of The
American Legion's office in Washington,
said "Congress must find other ways to
reduce federal spending that don't affect
veterans‟ benefits and health care. "The
need for high-quality veterans‟ health
care certainly isn't decreasing, so the VA
budget shouldn't, either. Congress needs
to stay focused on providing an adequate
budget to care for those who have made
sacrifices in Iraq, Afghanistan or in previous wars."
Tim Tetz, legislative director of The American Legion, said the idea of taking SSDI
away from veterans receiving disability
payments "has been floated before and
thankfully defeated every time. "Why
would anyone want to take away disability
benefits veterans have already paid for,
simply because they have earned additional benefits through their honorable
service in the military?" The American
Legion has consistently opposed any attempts by Congress to reduce or eliminate veterans‟ benefits. It considers such
benefits as earned and has urged the
federal government to find other methods
to reduce its expanding budget.
The Legion stands by the sentiments expressed long ago by George Washington:

"The willingness with which our young
people are likely to serve in any war, no
matter how justified, shall be directly
proportional to how they perceive the
veterans of earlier wars were treated and
appreciated by their nation."
National Commander Foster said "Of all
the items in our federal budget that could
be drastically cut, or dispensed with altogether, why would a member of Congress
think it might be a good idea to take benefits away from those people who protect
the very freedoms they operate under?"
Commander Foster agreed that Congress
needs to take decisive action in reducing
the federal budget, "but we must be mindful of the sacrifices borne by the men and
women who have served and sacrificed in
America's armed forces."
Write or E-mail your representative. If you
don't know the one in your District, simply
Google for your House of Representatives
list and enter your zip code with 4 digit
extension. A link to your Representative's
web site will pop up. Go on and send him a
message to oppose Michele Bachmann's
proposal
Legislative Action Supported by Legion
The American Legion has over 200 resolutions of legislative intent that guide our
actions in Congress. Balancing those
against the direction and actions of Congress continually changes. Yet we have
(Continued on page 12)

Need Legion Family Supplies?
Go to National Emblem Sales online at: www.emblem.legion.org
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- continued

(Continued from page 11)

some goals we have pursued in the past
likely to remain a centerpiece of our
agenda. They include:
a) Funding for the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA): Since our organization's
founding, caring for the veterans of
America's conflicts has been a paramount
concern of The American Legion. With the
new Congress zeroing in on making
budget reductions across the federal
government, we will be all the more vigilant to insure that VA does not sustain
reductions that will cripple its many programs. We believe modest increases in
budget amounts are necessary to keep
pace with an increasing veteran population and enhanced services to America's
veterans.
b) Disabled Veteran Tax (Concurrent Receipt): Service-connected disabled veterans should not have their retiree pay offset by their VA disability compensation.

The American Legion supports legislation
that would completely repeal the Disabled
Veteran Tax. Legislation to accomplish
this objective has been re-introduced in
the 112th Congress.
c) Veteran Joblessness: It is a national
travesty that America's veterans have a
higher jobless rate that their non-veteran
counterparts. The American Legion will
address this inequity and seek solutions
to reduce veteran joblessness.
d) Flag Amendment - With the changes in
the makeup of the House of Representatives and the Senate, The American Legion
will again diligently pursue consideration
of this issue during the 112th Congress. In
the House, Representative Jo Ann Emerson (MO) has introduced House Joint
Resolution 13, to protect the American
flag from desecration. Introduction of a
Senate version is imminent.

ums are looming on the horizon as the
Congress struggles to control this aspect
of spending. TAL will have to work diligently to protect this important benefit to
service members and ensure that the
level of benefits is balanced against the
sacrifices made by our service members.
Other legislative objectives may be added
as the First Session of the 112th Congress
continues. In the meantime, the list above
should provide sufficient fodder for members of The American Legion family when
the hold meetings with their elected officials or their staff members.
Go to The American Legion Web Page at:
http://www.legion.org/legislative/
updates to find out what the latest issues
The American Legion is supporting.

e) TRICARE - increases to TRICARE premi-

NATIONAL CONVENTION
The 40th National Convention of the Sons of The American Legion will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 26-28, 2011. Preliminary planning for this National Convention is
in process. Tentatively, the Sons National Convention will be held in Ballroom “A” of the
Minneapolis Convention Center, downtown Minneapolis, MN. The great city of Minneapolis
also offers many downtown amenities such as a shopping mall, many other stores, and
local restaurants. More information will be forthcoming on this year‟s National Convention during the spring meetings.
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PICTURES FROM U.P. MID-WINTER TOUR AND CONFERENCE
Left: Detachment Commander Dave Mennel accepts a
gift from Rob Newman of Marquette Squadron 44

Right: Detachment Commander Dave Mennel, Andre
Svacha and Dwaine Verville join others from the Legion
family during the U.P. Mid-Winter Tour

MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT GREG PRICE – PROJECT CHAIRMAN

grinnerman@msn.com

veteran.

We Sons are continuing to support this
great program. This program helps to
identify those that were cremated and
whose ashes remain unclaimed in funeral
homes. It helps to distinguish which of
these unclaimed ashes may be those of a

While we were at the Winter Meeting in
Flint, many of those who helped in getting
unclaimed veteran‟s ashes interred last
year were in attendance. Those present
were Doug Williams, Department Legislative Chairman, Senator Jason Allen who
helped in passing needed legislation, and
Rick Anderson the Director of Great Lakes
National Cemetery in Holly, who was instrumental in helping the interment for
unclaimed veterans‟ cremains possible
last Memorial Day.

Interment a total success is the Dearborn
Allied Veteran War Council. This awesome
group is again working diligently to locate
and identify cremains to make another
interment possible this year. The ceremony will again take place on Memorial
Day; however the actual interment will not
take place that day. I am thankful that
this organization will allow me to be a part
of their committee again this year. Please
continue to check with your local funeral
homes to see if they have any cremains.
If they do, ask your post officers to help
see if they were ashes of a veteran.

One organization that worked extremely
hard last year to make the Memorial Day

For God & Country.
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State Commander William Hafeman joins other Legion Family leaders during his
recent tour of 18th District posts. Shown (l-r) Commander Hafeman, Clawson
Post 167 Commander Bryan Souriliere, District Commander Ralph Philip, Sons of
the American Legion (SAL) State Commander David Menel, and SAL State 3rd Zone
Commander Joseph Lafnear.

NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMISSION MEMBER
How many times have you seen “Cat Rescued from Tree” in the news? I see this on
TV, in print and hear it on the radio numerous
times per year and think is this really news?
Why is this news, because it is a humaninterest story, people want to see people
helping people (and pets). How did the media
hear about the cat? Someone called them.
Your squadron event or activity is news worthy too. You need to “toot your own horn” and
call the media to get in the headlines.
Too often when we say you need to “toot your
own horn”, we hear, “I do not need the ac-

knowledgement, or the award, this is what the
Sons do, we are here to serve”. Well, you may
not need the recognition but our organization
does. If you are not promoting and publishing
your Squadron activities you deny your members from the praise of other they have
rightly earned and deserve, you deny our
potential member the opportunity to see the

MICHAEL LAWLER

mll@chorus.net

great work we do, and it maybe the event that
convinces them to join.

Sons, and may be able to help you put together a public service announcements.

I recall a member who worked hard on a project, and said he did not need any recognition
for the job well done. We went ahead, ran an
article in the local paper, and submitted it to
the National Update. When these papers arrived on his doorstep, his family and friends
called to congratulate and thank him. He later
told us even though he did not want the accolades; it was great to be appreciated and to
know what he did made a difference to so
many. He continues to great things for the
Sons, and the community.

Submit your Squadron activities to the National Update, using the National Update Submission Form, or email your information and
photos to National Update Editor Mike Pipher.
If you are not sure what to write in your article, look at the Fall issue of The National Update, or the archived Editions of The National
Update

Make sure to contact the local media
(Newspaper, TV and Radio) to cover your
event. Befriend the editor; explain how what
your squadron does is important to community. Contact your radio personalities, work
with them, they are eager to promote the

Join the National American Legion Press Association; NALPA has many useful tips on
promoting your Squadron. Many Departments
have an American Legion Press Association
join them, their members are a great resource of knowledge.
Get in the Headlines, not just for today, but
forever, when someone searches the news
archives they will see what the Sons have
done.

Sons of The American Legion:
Preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality of
life for our nation‟s children, caring for veterans and their families,
and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship.
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Left: Dave Mennel, Andre Svacha, Sandy Lipman and Pat Pustay
represent the Sons of The American Legion at the Red Flannel/
Early Bird Dinner hosted by Cedar Springs Post 287

PICTURES FROM WASHINGTON D.C.

Left: Earl Ruttkofsky, Then National Commander Mark
Arneson, Ron Wyatt, Pat Pustay at the Marine Corps War
Memorial - Arlington, VA

Right: Pat and Anita Pustay on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial looking east across the Reflecting Pool
toward the Washington Monument and the U.S. Capitol

Left: Pat Pustay and Ron Wyatt visit the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.
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PUBLICATIONS CO-CHAIRS BRAD KOCH
AND JOE HOLLOMON sal459jh@yahoo.com
Greetings Michigan SAL members, we‟d
like to take this opportunity to thank our
officers and chairmen for continuing to
provide us with excellent information
through this newsletter. Remember, if
you have any further questions about
what you read, contact the author. As
officers and chairman, we are here to
serve and to inform so don‟t be afraid to
ask!
We‟d like to once again point out a page in
this newsletter called “Upcoming Events.”
Since the last newsletter, we have been
keeping an updated version of this page
on the www.michiganlegion.org website

bkoch1991@gmail.com

under Programs, then Sons of the American Legion. You‟ll find the link on the right
hand side of the Sons page. It is updated
weekly on Thursdays so check it out. We
have also emailed the list to all addresses
we have on file at the beginning of each
month. If you are reading this and have
not been receiving updates, please contact Joe or Brad and we can add you to
the list. You may find an event on there
that you just won‟t want to miss! Our
vision for this page is for it to be a way to
keep Legion family members informed on
all the exciting events happening throughout the State. Please check it out and if

ALTERNATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN / PDC 2 GREG PRICE

We just had our Winter Meeting in Flint, and
we were honored to have our National
Commander David Dew spend the weekend
with us. Legion National Commander
Jimmie Foster also came into town, and
spoke about the amount of support that we
Sons give to the Legion‟s veterans programs and how much they appreciate everything we do.
National Commander Dew also expressed
how well Michigan was doing in represent-

ing our Detachment, and how proud he was
of us. Even though I did not have the opportunity to spend much time with Commander Dew, I was able to share along
with others that we Sons had supported
many things, such as the Four Chaplains
Ceremony that was put on in Grand Rapids.
There were also Americanism Banquets,
which many had spoken of teaching our
children and our children‟s children to
continue to believe in our country, and our
God. There was also information given
about those that volunteer at the veterans
hospitals and the contributions made to
child welfare programs.
Present at many of those events, were
Detachment Commander Dave Mennel,
Department Commander Bill Hafeman,
Department President Jan Kintz, and Honorary Junior President Caitlin Keif. Their

your Post has anything going on that you‟d
like to add, please email the information
to us.
Overall, we hope you‟ve had an excellent
year so far and are going to continue to
work hard to help provide the membership with useful information. We can all
make a difference for veterans and community but together we can make a huge
difference. Thanks in advance for your
help and cooperation.
Any questions or concerns please email
Brad at bkoch1991@gmail.com or call 616822-4567

grinnerman@msn.com

support along with their encouragement,
shows that we are truly apart of the
American Legion Family. I know how good
we feel when we thank our veterans, and
our Auxiliary members for all they have
done and continue to do, but I have to admit that it puts a smile on my face, and a
warm glow in my heart when they thank us
for the things we believe in and the things
we do. Isn‟t it great to be a Son of The
American Legion?
For God and Country.

Sons of The American Legion
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MAKE-A-WISH CHAIRMAN

PETE MILLER

hopee30979@aol.com

Sons of The American Legion Squadron 298, Battle Creek, were able to present the Make-A-Wish foundation with a
check in the amount of $ 15,000.00 for the 2010 annual drive. We were only successful because of all the hard work
and time of our great volunteers. Our revenue came mainly from the Annual Car, Truck and Bike show in August and
we also serve dinners at least once a month along with donations from the membership.
We have raised over $ 120,000 over the past 14 years to help sponsor children and their families and to grant their "Wish". I
would also like to inform other squadrons that if you have sent checks to my attention, Pete Miller, 347
Newtown Avenue, Battle Creek, MI 49015 is the correct address. It was listed as NEWTON ROAD, there is not such an address in Battle Creek. If by chance
your Post, Auxiliary or Squadron have sent checks that have been returned, please send them back to my attention. If anyone needs help with possible
fund raisers in your organization, please feel free to contact me at the e-mail address listed above or phone 269-754-2054, cell or 269-962-7661 home.

Back row (L-R): John Montague, 298 Commander; Hillary Schultz, Make-A-Wish
of Michigan intern; Scott Waterson, 298 volunteer; Louie Maddelena, Finance
Squadron 298;David Mennell, SAL State Commander; Rodney Tolbert, SAL 2nd
Zone Commander.
Front row (L-R): Ellie Andrus, Make-A-Wish of Michigan Director; Michael Throckmorton, 298 Make-A-Wish Chairman; Jonathon Barnes, 298 volunteer; Kathy
Andersen, President 298 Ladies Auxiliary; Pete Miller, SAL Squadron Commander and Make-A-Wish State Representative.

STUDENT TROOPER

JOE HOLLOMON & BRENT GEERS

Do you know a student interested in being
a Trooper?
The 2011 Michigan State Police Student
Trooper program consists of two camps,
both held at the State Police Training
Academy in Lansing.
This program awards up to $5,000 in
scholarships to young men and women in
the 10th - 12th grades, 16 – 18 years old,
who are in good physical condition and
show an interest in law enforcement as a
c a r e e r .
We have a special duty to encourage

sponsorship and student outreach as this
is a Department of Michigan program. Sadly, like Boys State, participation
in this program is declining. Students
should be lining up for the chance to earn
scholarship money and complete a program that will impress colleges and law
enforcement agencies. Unfortunately, we
have largely failed to get the word out to
students, many of whom have no family
connection to the American Legion.
If you know of a high school student, or
have contacts with an area high school,
please do your part to ensure that stu-

dents know about this great opportunity.
More information about the program,
including the application, can be found at
http://michiganlegion.org/pages/
trooper.html.
1st program session: June 26-July 1, 2011
2nd program session: July 24-29, 2011.
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN PAT PUSTAY

pustaypat@yahoo.com

We still have a lot of work ahead of us. Membership is down and we are at 78% which is 19th in Nation. Thanks
much to 5th Zone as they are the first one in state with no goose eggs. I have been asked to contact all squadrons
that are behind in membership, and I will be doing that by contacting The American Legion Commander at the Post
level. They need to know that you are below average or that you have not turned any in at all. We think it's possible
that they can help you. We will be in the 2nd District on March 12 and 13 for Ida's Legion Birthday, staying at the
Holiday Inn in Dundee, and also visiting the 2nd District meeting on Sunday. Please bring membership to these
meetings and I can save you the stamp. We will also visiting the 3rd District Meeting to see if there‟s anything we
can do to help as we all should be at 85% or higher now. Thanks to all squadrons that are above 100%

WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS!
Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL
Detachment Newsletter? Email it to Brad Koch at
bkoch1991@gmail.com or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com .
We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible.

Top Photo: Past Department Commander Carnie
Jackson and SAL Detachment Commander Dave
Mennel attending the Four Chaplains Service in
Grand Rapids.

Bottom Photo: Alternate NEC Greg Price and
Detachment Adjutant Sandy Lipman gather after
the Four Chaplains Service in Grand Rapids

Sons of The American Legion
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CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION

JOHN KAILUNAS

jakcroton@riverview.net

In 1952, Dr. Garland D. Murphy Jr. gave to The American Legion a large contribution that would benefit children.
The Legion and Murphy entered into a trust agreement that established the Child Welfare Foundation, approved
by the National Executive Committee on Oct. 15, 1953.
Though created by the Legion, the Child Welfare Foundation, Inc., is a separate 501(c)3 corporation.
CWF accepts funding proposals from nonprofit organizations for projects that contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual welfare of children. Grants are only given to entities that help U.S. children in a large
geographic area; they are not awarded for day-to-day operating expenses or special operating expenses.
During CWF‟s annual board of directors meeting in Indianapolis on Oct. 10, The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation awarded $666,670
to 21 nonprofit organizations. Because the Sons of The American Legion is an integral funding partner for the CWF, The SAL has an opportunity to help choose organizations that receive grants.
A couple of 2011 grant recipients are:

American Academy of Pediatrics of Elk Grove Village, Ill., was awarded $14,725 for their project, "Pediatrics Journal-Military Supplement."
This grant will produce a supplement to the AAP's Pediatrics journal to provide pediatricians with an overview of the role of the pediatrician
in military medicine. The Role of the Pediatrician in Military Medicine will be published and distributed to 70,000 subscribers. The Sons of The
American Legion sponsored this grant.

American Legion Children's Home of Ponca City, Okla., was awarded $44,000 for their project, "American Legion Children's Home National
Awareness Initiative Phase III." This grant will allow the Home to maintain its website, duplicate a six-minute documentary, print thousands of
brochures and purchase new display materials. The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion sponsored this grant.
You can check out the rest of the other worthwhile projects on line at: http://legion.org/childwelfare
If you or your Squadron would like to make a donation to CWF, send a check or money order to NOT me! Send it to:
Child Welfare Foundation Inc.
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206
Please advise me of the amount and date submitted
John Kailunas, 231-652-7001, jakcroton@riverview.net

PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER #1

PAT PUSTAY

pustaypat@yahoo.com

I just wanted to say thanks to everyone that attended the 2010 SAL Convention in Dundee. It was a hair raising experience! We, as Sons of The American Legion, handled the tornado with respect and in a very calm way according
to the Nation Commander Mark Arneson. Splash Park will reopen on March 3, 2011, nine months after our convention. Last weekend we were hit with another Storm on February 20, 2011 where the southern part of the state had
snow and ice. Six days later, the electric was back on at Reading Post 360, but over 5,000 customers were still
without it! Please join us at the 2011 Convention in Novi at the Crown Plaza as the weather will be better! I‟m looking
forward to seeing all of you again

Sons of The American Legion
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VA & R

EARL RUTTKOFSKY

eruttkofsky9771@aol.com

families while they are deployed. Let‟s not
forget to help the older veterans as they have
served and some have come home with disabilities and need our help to do things for
them. That is the reason that we are here so,
please remember all of our veterans, young
and old.
VA & R - YOUNG & THE OLD

We have a wide range of ages with our veterans in this country. We see a lot of work going
on with the younger veterans but we can‟t
forget we have older veterans that do a lot
also. Our membership has really come forward to help our veterans overseas and their
families left back here. I want to commend all
squadrons on the help they give the veterans

We need to look at our VA homes and hospitals
and see where we can give a helping hand. We
can go talk to them, write letters for them or
just be there for them, this is our mission. It
will make a difference for them. We as a
squadron could go to our legion and find out if
there are any home bound veterans that need
anything and go help them. Sometimes veterans don‟t want to ask but they need help. Do
something for them without them asking, they
will appreciate it. As your VA & R representa-

tive, I would like to make a challenge to all of
our membership.
I would like you to take one day to work with
or spend some time with one of our veterans.
Go to the VA hospital or find a homebound
veteran and spend the time. You will feel good
and so will the veteran. I don‟t believe that is
too much to ask, and it will make a difference.
I am looking forward to going to Washington
DC next month to see where and how our
government is working to better the lives of
our veterans. In Washington DC, the American
Legion family will be there in full strength to
do what is best for our veterans. We have to
let the government know that we are there
and want our veterans thought of because
they are the ones that helped us stay free.

SAVE THE DATE - JOINT TESTIMONIAL
What is a testimonial you may ask? According to the dictionary, it is: “A character reference, expression of esteem or
appreciation”. Or a time to show your person in command, your appreciation for their work and time involved to help
lead our great family organization.
Who is invited? Any & all members of the American Legion Family.
When: As is tradition in the American Legion, the date of April 16, 2011 has been chosen for the testimonial. This year
it will be a joint dinner (and possibly a dance). Joint meaning all 3 of the Legion Family in Command; Legion Department
Commander Bill Hafeman, Auxiliary Department President, Jan Kintz, and your S.A.L. Detachment Commander Dave
Mennel.
Where: The place chosen this year is the Ballroom of The American Legion Post 16 in Lapeer, MI. Hotels, times, and
ticket price will follow. We are working hard to make this affordable, and hope that by doing a joint dinner, it will help
cut the cost.
Any questions? – Contact your Detachment Commander and watch for information on the website
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Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming Events
3/4/11 – Post 154 Wyoming – Mardi Gras Party. Wear beads, dress up, enjoy the fun. For more information contact the newsletter editor at
neview154@att.net
3/5/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids - Fundraiser for Dick Chatman, candidate for Department Commander. noon - 8pm. Pullboard – Burgers
and Brats – Karaoke. For more information, contact Rex Lambert at bdsinger2004@yahoo.com
3/5/11 - Post 208 Grand Rapids –Steak Fry, 5-8pm. For more information, contact Bill Hamelink at AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
3/5/11 – Post 412 Bath – Texas hold „em tournament. $40 tickets in advance. $50 at the door. Held at the Dewitt VFW. For more information, contact Marvel DeCess at fortymorewinks@frontier.com
3/5/11 - Post 298, Battle Creek - Euchre in lounge. Sign up at 1:00pm, play at 1:30 pm. For more information, contact Pete Miller at
hopee30979@aol.com
3/7/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Baked Chicken Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for
adults, $4 for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
3/8/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids – 6:00 pm – Fat Tuesday celebration – Mask Making, Jambalaya and Karaoke. For more information, contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com
3/8/11 – Post 305 Caledonia - KIELBASA WITH SAUERKRAUT, PIEROGI – POLISH CHEESE
DUMPLINGS,GOLABKI – CABBAGE ROLLSSERVING NOON TIL????GONE (OR 7:00PM) $8.00. For more information, contact Bill White at
wwhite46@charter.net
3/12/11 – Post 208 Grand Rapids – Pasta Dinner, 6-8pm. For more information, contact Bill Hamelink at AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
3/12/11 – Post 258 Grand Rapids – 5th District Legion Bake Sale, 8-11am. Proceeds go to ''DOMESTIC ABUSE OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN''SAFEHAVEN MINISTRIES. For more information, contact Harriet Sturim at harrietsturim@aol.com
3/12/11 – Post 298 Battle Creek - St. Patty's music by "Homebrewed" 5 -8 pm, Corn Beef & Cabbage or Meatloaf dinner $ 9.00 (or less). For
more information, contact Pete Miller at hopee30979@aol.com
3/13/11 – Post 143 Auburn Hills - hosting an awards dinner on March 13th honoring local police, firefighters and Oakland County Deputy.
Cocktails at 6:00pm, Dinner at 7:00pm, program at 8:00pm, and music to follow by Matt Walls. Tickets $13.00 for adults, under 10 years
$6.00. For more information, contact Betty Jean Arnold at ocgb728bj@comcast.net
3/13/11 – Post 267 Davison - Country breakfast - all you can eat breakfast will be served from 8:00am until 11:30am and is $7.00 for adults
12 years and up, $3.00 for children 4 to 11, and under 3 are
free. For further information, contact Gary Minto at gminto@chartermi.net or call 810-653-2330
3/17/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids - ALL DAY – St. Patrick‟s Day Party – Open to the Public – Corned Beef, karaoke and “The Lefty Malone
Band.” For more information, contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com
3/17/11 - Post 208 Grand Rapids –St. Patrick‟s Day Dinner, 3pm-til gone. Corned Beef and Cabbage, $6.50. For more information, contact
Bill Hamelink at AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
3/17/11 – Post 154 Wyoming - St. Patrick‟s Day Dinner, Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots, and Rolls. $5.50 for adults, $2 for kids. .
For more information contact the newsletter editor at neview154@att.net
(Continued on page 26)
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Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming Events
3/19/11 - Post 208 Grand Rapids – Mexican Dinner, 6-9pm. For more information, contact Bill Hamelink at AmericanLegion
Post208@comcast.net
3/19/11 – Post 14 Troy – Potluck dinner for new members, 3-7pm. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com
3/19/11 - Post 298, Battle Creek - Euchre in lounge. Sign up at 1:00pm, play at 1:30 pm. For more information, contact Pete Miller at
hopee30979@aol.com
3/20/11 - Post 298 Battle Creek - Breakfast 9 am - Noon, For more information, contact Pete Miller at hopee30979@aol.com
3/21/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Pork Chop Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for
adults, $4 for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
3/26/11 – Post 14 Troy – Legion Riders 3rd annual Tattoo Party, 12pm. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com
3/26/11 - Post 298 Battle Creek - Broasted Pork Chop dinner $ 8.50 per person, proceeds to 2011 Make-A-Wish Fund drive. 5-8 pm, music by
Pete's R & R Express. For more information, contact Pete Miller at hopee30979@aol.com
3/27-30/11 – Post 14 Troy – Auxiliary Unit Millionaire Party. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com
4/2/11 - Post 208 Grand Rapids –Steak Fry, 5-8pm. For more information, contact Bill Hamelink at AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
4/2/11 – Post 258 Grand Rapids – Bowling Event @ Clique Lanes - 533 Stocking NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504. $20 per person includes 3
games bowling, shoes, pizza and silly bowling prizes. Open to the first 96 bowlers max! ~ Pabst and Schlitz available. For more information,
contact Dave Rinlger xman12@charter.net.
4/4/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Roast Beef Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for
adults, $4 for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
4/8/11 – Post 409 Allen Park - Jim Hoke, Hypnotist - DOORS OPEN: 5:30 PM, OPEN BAR: 6:00 PM, DINNER: 7:05 PM, ENTERTAINMENT: ABOUT
8:30 PM. TICKETS ARE $15.00 PER PERSON
NO TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR. For more information, contact David Babbage at davidbabbage@yahoo.com
4/9/11 – Post 208 Grand Rapids – Pasta Dinner, 6-8pm. For more information, contact Bill Hamelink at AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
4/10/11 – Post 267 Davison - Country breakfast - all you can eat breakfast will be served from 8:00am until 11:30am and is $7.00 for adults
12 years and up, $3.00 for children 4 to 11, and under 3 are
free. For further information, contact Gary Minto at gminto@chartermi.net or call 810-653-2330
4/16/11 – Post 16 Lapeer - Joint Testimonial Dinner and Celebration – All Legion Family members are invited to attend this annual event to
honor our Department and Detachment Commanders and our Department President. Hors D‟ Oeuvres and drinks at 5pm, Dinner at 6pm.
Cost for Hors D‟ Oeuvres, 2 drink tickets, and dinner is $35 per person. For more information, contact Anita Mennel at davidmennel@yahoo.com
4/16/11 – Post 36 Clarkston – Building Raffle Party, complimentary Hors D‟oeurves Buffet. For more information, contact Frank Sanders at
fizzerira@aol.com
(Continued on page 27)
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Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming Events
4/16/11 – Post 14 Troy – Auxiliary Spring Fling, 12pm. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com
4/18/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Meatloaf Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for
adults, $4 for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
5/5/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Swiss Steak Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for
adults, $4 for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
5/7/11 - 5th District Tour. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
5/14/11 - 5th District Memorial Banquet. Happy hour 5p.m. and Dinner at 6p.m. at Post 28 Grand Haven. For more information contact Rick
Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
5/16/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Baked Chicken Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for
adults, $4 for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
6/3-5/11 – Sons of the American Legion Detachment Convention – Crowne Plaza Hotel in Novi. Please plan to send at least one member to
represent your squadron. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@yahoo.com
Ongoing Events
March Wedesdays – Post 298 Battle Creek - 5 - 8 pm, Sloppy joes / Hot dogs, chips $.50 each. For more information, contact Pete Miller
at hopee30979@aol.com
Every Friday (Mar 4-Apr 22) – Post 305 Caledonia – Fish Fry. For more information, contact Bill White at wwhite46@charter.net
Every Monday - Post 326 Sterling Heights - Bingo is held every MONDAY MORNING starting at 10:30 A.M. with an early bird game at 10:15. It is
a paper bingo only, thereby saving the players about $20.00 as opposed to an electronic bingo session. Charity game tickets and a progressive pot are available. The bingo is held at the STERLING PLAZA CENTER on the N.W. corner of M-59/Schoennher Rd by the Pier One Imports
store. For more information, contact Michael Welicki at iggsterw1@yahoo.com
Every Second Saturday through April– Post 258 Grand Rapids - Pancake breakfast - $6 for all you can eat pancakes, bacon, sausage,
biscuits and sausage gravy, scrambled eggs, and beverage served 8 to 11 am. For more information, contact David Wheeler at
dwheeler@netpenny.net
Every Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday – Post 459 Grand Rapids - Karaoke every Tuesday (7-11), Friday (8-12) and Saturday (8-12). For more
information, contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com

The SAL will continue to maintain this upcoming events list. This can be for any Legion Family event so please feel free to add events from
your Post by emailing the information to me at bkoch1991@gmail.com. This document is now on the www.michiganlegion.org website under
programs and then Sons of the American Legion. It’s on the right hand column of that page, see the upcoming events link. It is also on
http://www.michalaux.org/ , left hand side. It will be updated on the website each Thursday.
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Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter
DETACHMENT COMMANDER DAVE MENNEL
heroines are honored in our
Capital City. In honor of my
father, and all veterans who
served, placing the Detachment of Michigan wreath at
the Korean memorial was
certainly the highlight and a
most humbling experience.
Greetings to all from your
Detachment and your Detachment Commander.
The Washington D.C. awareness conference was an
experience in itself. Your
Detachment was represented by Legislative Chairman, Roger Dees, and VA & R
Chairman, Earl Ruttkofsky,
as well as me. Look for
more information in their
reports, about this conference. However, the Sunday
tour with our National Commander, and many Detachment representatives, was
enjoyable as well as memorable. Seeing many of the
monuments, the Vietnam
Wall, Korean Wall, the WWII
memorial, and the Tomb of
the Unknowns-Arlington, was
a visual reminder of how this
great nation's heroes and

This spring has been busy
with installations, of which it
is a great honor to be involved. I regret that I am
not able to attend every
invitation, as I feel this is
how and where we carry on
our pride and support; the
'grass roots' level. I was
able to attended NEC in Indy,
and learned of some issues
that need to be resolved.
Just a reminder, if you participate in your post honor
guard/ritual team, anything
that is "post" represented,
you MUST wear your SAL
cover. In the past, there are
those who have worn Legion
covers, and although they
are quick to correct anybody
that calls them veterans,
and the fact that the post
requested them to, this
practice must end. As a
program of and in service to

da vi dme n ne l@ ya hoo. c om

our veterans, we do not have
the right to wear their
cover. It is most certainly a
privilege to wear our SAL
cover, as this continues to
honor those through whom
we have gained eligibility.

Thank you all for your hard
and diligent work in the
name of the S.A.L. As hard
as it is to get a new project
underway, it is even harder
to keep up the good intentions of those projects, and
(Continued on page 2)
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DETACHMENT COMMANDER - continued

Don't forget to get your room reservations in for our convention in Novi next
month. I am told that registration has
been trickling in. Please get that done,
and don't wait until the last moment!
Also, remember... THERE IS NO REGISTRATION ON SUNDAY MORNING. See your
convention flier for more details.

officers, for a job well done. Your Zone
Commanders and Membership Chairman,
Pat Pustay, have been working very hard to
retain membership. Also, a very special
thanks to Brad Koch and Joe Hollomon for
the super year of newsletters. Your hard
work has been enjoyed by many, and I've
heard great comments from squadrons.
The final reports at convention will let everyone know just how much 'good' our Detachment has done, over this past year.
Yes, time to "blow our horn" if you will.

ing, frustrating, awesome, overwhelming,
memorable, and wonderful. I can't thank
all of you enough for the hospitality that
you have extended to your 2010-2011 First
Lady Anita, and myself. It has been a
great honor to have represented the Detachment. And including the "negative"
descriptive words, I would not trade all
the time spent, nor the honor of serving
you, while ultimately serving our veterans.
Our forefathers can be proud of us, their
Sons of The American Legion.

Finally, I would like to thank all of our

My experiences this year have been excit-

For God and Country,

(Continued from page 1)

because of many of you, another
ATTABOY for jobs well done.

2ND ZONE COMMANDER RODNEY TOLBERT

rodtgoblue@yahoo.com

2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th districts. You guys
make my job easier. Commander David
Mennel was a great help with his leadership
and vision for the betterment of our organization and for the veterans.

Greetings Legion family, it has been a
great pleasure to serve as your Sons of
The American Legion 2nd Zone Commander, and I thank you all. It is nice to
see all the squadrons working together as
a Legion family for community and Legion
programs. I would also like to thank all the
District Commanders and their officers
for all their hard work for the S.A.L. in the

Some of the highlights for me have been; LZ
Michigan in Grand Rapids, Ida birthday
party [ what a hall they have there ], Coloma birthday party, Battle Creek car show
where $15,000 was raised for Make A Wish,
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans Carnival ,
5th District Tour, Legion Villa Christmas
party and Sergeant Santa Christmas. I’d
like to thank all the squadrons and districts
who donated to these great causes, 2nd
district Commander Randy for the tour in
his district, all the conferences where I
always seem to learn something new about
the S.A.L. and where I get see all my Legion

family friends [and I met Wendy in Flint
conference]. I also enjoyed swearing in
the 5th district Officers in Grand Haven,
learning to play pool at the Dorr post,
National conference in Milwaukee and all
the posts I went with Sandy and Kim Lipman on our way home from Milwaukee. I
can’t forget anytime I visit Post 459 and
get to make a fool out of myself singing
and also staying with Pat and Anita
Pustay. To squadron 49, you have always
been there for me so thanks for the support, and I thank the Legion family in
South Haven and the 4th District for all
your support. I will never forget the year
that I had and you are all part of my family
forever. Have a great convention in Novi
stop me to say hi. Stay proud S.A.L.
For God and Country.
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3RD ZONE COMMANDER JOSEPH P. LAFNEAR, SR.

Well it has been some year, and I have been
proud to serve as 3rd Zone Vice Commander during this past year. During the
past year the Zone has set some firsts that
I hope will continue. The first thing was
doing the Zone Directory which I hope it
was of use to the members. The directory

jplafnear@comcast.net

can continue to be used for the Post locations
however; the Squadron contact information
most likely will change as elections are held. It
will be up to the new Zone Commander to provide any updates that will be needed after the
convention.

monial. There have been attempts to organize
the 8th and 6th District Sons. However, this will
need to be continued if they are to become
organized. I believe by each zone organizing
their district SAL organizations it will be in the
best interest of the entire organization.

The second is the awarding of 100% membership plaques to each squadron getting 100% or
better. It will be up to the squadrons to update
their plaques for each year they get 100% and
this should be based only on the first May
membership posted by department. Based on
the membership of April 29 the Zone had 22
squadrons with 100% or better and one new
squadron with 100%.

I want to congratulate all members of the 3 rd
Zone for their work on membership. It is because of you that the organization continues
to strive and grow. If the new Zone Commander does not want to continue with the
Zone email address and website, it will be shut
down within forty-five days after convention.

Since my last report I attended the 6 th District
Tour and the Detachment Commanders testi-

PUBLICATIONS CO-CHAIRS BRAD KOCH
AND JOE HOLLOMON sal459jh@yahoo.com

If I can be of any assistance please do not
hesitate to contact me and I will help however
I can.

bkoch1991@gmail.com

Greetings Michigan SAL members, we’d
like to take this opportunity to thank our
officers and chairmen for providing us
with excellent information all through the
year. Remember, if you have any further
questions about what you read, contact
the author. As officers and chairman, we
are here to serve and to inform so don’t
be afraid to ask!

hand side of the Sons page. It is updated
weekly on Thursdays so check it out. We
have also emailed the list to all addresses
we have on file at the beginning of each
month. If you are reading this and have
not been receiving updates, please contact Joe or Brad and we can add you to
the list. You may find an event on there
that you just won’t want to miss!

Make sure to check out the last few pages
in this newsletter called “Upcoming
Events.” We have also been keeping an
updated version of this page on the
www.michiganlegion.org website under
Programs, then Sons of The American
Legion. You’ll find the link on the right

Our vision for this page is for it to be a
way to keep Legion family members informed on all the exciting events happening throughout the State. Please check it
out and if your Post has anything going on
that you’d like to add, please email the
information to us.

Overall, we hope you’ve had an excellent
year, and we hope that you found the
newsletter informative and inspirational.
We can all make a difference for veterans
and community but together we can make
a huge difference. Thanks in advance for
your help and cooperation.
Any questions or concerns please email
Brad at bkoch1991@gmail.com or call 616822-4567
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5TH ZONE COMMANDER / UPPER PENINSULA MEMBERSHIP / UPPER PENINSULA CHAIRMAN
DWAINE VERVILLE
dverville22@yahoo.com
have a good response.

The 2010 Detachment Convention was very
memorable with the extreme weather and
trying to sleep in a school cafeteria. I would
like to thank the members of Squadron 34
for hosting the Convention; hopefully they
host another one under better conditions.
Thanks also go to the first responders and
volunteers that helped us as many of them
did not know how their family members
were doing. The Convention was completed
in Dearborn where we were installed by
Commander Carney Jackson and it was
business as usual as we moved on to the
DEC Meeting.
September was Fall Conference which was
held in Troy. The U.P. Association Fall Conference was held in October, the same
weekend as National so Commander Dave
was unable to attend. Letters were sent to
all squadrons. Unfortunately, we did not

PUBLIC RELATIONS

ANDRE SVACHA

Leadership College was held at Post 349 in
Little Lake in December. I had attended and
taught at previous leadership training, but I
would like to thank Brett Holt for putting
together a very good team and a very informative session. I would like to encourage everyone to attend the next Leadership
College in your zone. Brett said he also
learned from the feedback he received.
January brought the U.P. Mid-Winter Tour.
We began our journey in Sault Ste Marie
with the Legion Family. Due to President
Jan being unable to attend, the only members we welcomed from the Lower Peninsula were Commander Dave & Anita and
PDC Andre & Susan. I don’t think anyone on
the tour found the drive from Wakefield to
Houghton fun, whether you were a YOOPER
or not. Visiting 14 posts in 6 days kept us
moving. One very interesting stop was in
White Pine, where the northern Vietnam
Moving Wall is stored and maintained. It
was definitely very interesting to see.
The Mid-Winter Conference brought out a
side of Commander Dave I was not aware
of. He let his hair down after the banquet
and was very entertaining. There are pic-

tures of him, though they have not made
the internet yet.
February we headed to Flint for the Winter DEC meeting. In April I traveled to
Lapeer with my wife Sue for the Joint
Testimonial. We really had a great time
seeing and visiting everyone.
It has been a good year and would like to
thank the Detachment officers and chairman for working together and the U.P.
Squadrons for their help.
Membership in the U.P. this year started
out very well and Zone 5 was the first to
have no zero squadrons. Retaining current members is often times a problem
but with all members working on membership it should not be. Continue sending in memberships as they will be
counted at National and at the state
level. At the time of this report the 12 th
District is at 99.74% and the 11th District
is at 82.31%.
Thanks to all the squadrons for their
hard work on membership during these
bad economic times. If you need any
help, call any Detachment officer or
chairman as that is why we are elected.

asvacha@hotmail.com

I have attended the 5TH District Tour, 6th District Tour, 10th District Tour, 18th District Tour, 11th and 12th
District U.P. Tour. Also, I participated in the Chief Pontiac Post Banquet, Past Commander and Past
Presidents dinner in the 18th District, Cedar Springs Early Bird Dinner. I attend all events that I was
invited to this year, always promoting the Sons of The American Legion programs. I would like to
thank Commander Dave for this appointment.

Sons of The American Legion
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BOYS STATE

MIKE HOLLEY

mdiver20@yahoo.com

Since Dundee, I have been staying active with
a week in Midland, at Boys State, where we
had an increase in boys this year. While everybody else was at Fall Conference, I spent the
weekend in Indy. There I was able to learn a lot

ALPHA PROGRAM

JEFF MEULENDYK

more and learn how other states run their
programs. Some states only have had 65 boys
where other states have been getting over a
1000. Their biggest statement was to SELL,
SELL, SELL, which, of course, we need to do. It
is hard to believe that with all the squadrons
in the state we only have a dozen or
so squadrons sending boys to this excellent
program. I think as a program of The American Legion we, as the SAL, need to help support this program more. That means we need
to get out and get some boys and send them.
All information is on the Legion website. Time
is running out, so let’s get busy.

I attended squadron meetings around my
District to give reports on the program. Also, I
attended Mid-Winter Conference in Flint and
the Boys State meeting where we are looking
forward to another great year. Next year we
will be 75 years old and things are happening.
We will be back at MSU. We are working on
setting up an alumni night and a special pin. So
if you know of anybody that has attended the
program let them know. As of first part of May
we only have 100 boys signed up. So all I can
say is again SELL, SELL, SELL. Let’s get this
attendance growing and help send some young
men to American Legion Boys State in Midland

jeff@cleangrandrapids.com

We continued the ALPHA program this past year in hopes that we could help squadrons reach out to
veterans in need in their communities. I received several phone calls about the program but never
received any follow up paperwork. We currently have $3,788.47 in the ALPHA program fund. Since
these funds have been sitting for nearly a year I feel they could be better used if we redistribute
them into another program. At the 2011 SAL Convention in Novi I am going to request that the ALPHA
program be terminated and the money in the ALPHA program fund be directed to the National
Emergency Relief Fund to help those in the south that were devastated last month by tornados.

SON OF THE YEAR CHAIRMAN

VICTOR FISHER

I hope all of you are getting ready for our
convention, in Novi next month. Hopefully,
there won't be a tornado! I really want

victorsal396@sbcglobal.net

every District to try and get me one nomination for Son Of The Year, from their
respective districts. This is a very prestigious award that you can only win once in
your lifetime. There are a ton of things
that we do for our veterans and that is
what this award is all about. This award
recognizes the Son that has gone above
and beyond for our veterans, this past
year. Remember, there are 2 different
categories for age. There will be a winner
for any Son, 18 years of age, or older.

There is also one for a Son under 18. So,
please get your nominations, turned into
me, no later than Saturday June 4, by 10
am. My committee will be voting on the
nominees later that afternoon. Also, remember that you cannot mention the
nominees name or Squadron in the actual
letter, submitted for nomination. If you
have any questions, feel free to contact
me at 313-693-6558. I hope everyone had
a great year, see everyone at the convention June 3rd to June 5th, in Livonia. Remember our troops; thank a veteran,
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DETACHMENT ADJUTANT’S THOUGHTS AND NEWS SANDY LIPMAN

sandylipman95@hotmail.com

category. Imagine what our membership
would be if we had all of those renewals
probably well over 23,000. Looks like I am
going to have to buy a lot of fudge for my
fellow Central Zone Challengers. I want to
compliment our publication team, what a
fantastic newsletter. My hat is off to Brad
and Joe.

It seems like just yesterday that we were
in Dundee and recovering from a nasty
tornado. My how time flies! First, let me
say it has been a pleasure working with
Commander Mennel and his officers and
chairmen. A lot has gone on this year,
membership is down a little but we still
have time so please send in any memberships that you still have. My philosophy for
years has been the 3 R's: Recruit, Retain
and Reinstate. Renewals are very important and we are just above 80% in that

knows what we do and who we are! I am
Proud to say that I am the Adjutant
(agitator) from The Great Detachment of
Michigan and hope to continue serving you
as long as you will have me. God bless our
veterans past and present.
Yours always in God and Country

I have traveled to many events this year
each one handled with dignity and pride by
our Legion Family. I commend Commander Bill Hafeman and Adjutant Pat
Lafferty for all the hard work and dedication that they give to the Legion family. To
my dear friend and college foe, President
Jan; I admire your courage and drive you
are a shining example of The Legion Family.
Please do not forget your Consolidated
Squadron Report forms, this is how the
parent organization and our government

COMMUNITY SERVICE CHAIRMAN BRAD KOCH

bkoch1991@gmail.com

Greetings once again to all, and I look forward to seeing you at Convention. I thank you all for any of
the community service that you have performed throughout this Legion year. I thank you even more
kindly for turning in your reports at or before convention so that your work can be counted at the
National level.
Just another reminder, as I stated in the last three newsletters, at this year’s 2011 convention in Novi,
I will be giving out a Community Service award for the best scrapbook. Rules can be found at
http://www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/sal/sal_scrapbookrules.pdf
and the scoring guideline can be found on p. 49 of
http://www.sal.legion.org/documents/sal/pdf/adminmanual/adminmanual2011.pdf
Have fun with it and be proud to report and show all the great things you do. Enjoy the rest of your
spring and continue to have a great Legion year for 2009-2010.
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PICTURES FROM 5TH DISTRICT TOUR
Left: (L-R) Legion 5th District Sr. Vice Commander Peter Sattherwaite,
Department Commander Bill Hafeman, SAL 5th District Judge Advocate
Mike Krieg, Department Finance Officer Dave Buist & SAL 5th District Finance Officer Pat Pustay meet for breakfast at Post 258 Grand Rapids.

Right: Legion Riders from Posts 179 and 459 escort the
5th District Tour to visit the Grand Rapids Home for
Veterans.

NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEEMAN

As our year draws to an end it is time to
reflect on how we are perceived by the
public. Many are not aware of the good
that we do as a program of The American
Legion. Our preamble says for Community,
State and Nation, but on top of that we are
deeply involved with active and non-active

SANDY LIPMAN

sandylipman95@hotmail.com

veterans and their families. We sponsor
programs such as Junior Honor Guards,
Junior Shooting, the Ten Ideals, and the
Five-point Program of Service. As the
youth begin to appreciate these ideals it
will help develop future leaders and influence membership within our great organization.
We need to support our returning veterans and their families. A project in Michigan is the Wilwin Lodge in the Upper Peninsula of our state. The mission of this
joint venture is: Provide free rest and
recuperation vacations for returning service people and their families. However,
projects like these need to be publicized
everyday in all of our media venues. We
have veterans homes as well as adult
foster care facilities for our veterans that

are well kept secrets. Without good and
active public relations and constant contact with our media, government and
members these will fade away.
So we as members from the blue-capper
on up must work to better our relationship and image within the public sector.
Let us not forget we would not be where
we are if not for those who have served.
Please contact your National Public Relations Commission if you have any questions.
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LOU SCOTT

lousctt@yahoo.com

During this term I have attended all Detachment meetings as called and issued one opinion to a squadron regarding personnel. I’m currently
working on the approval of two Squadrons’ Constitution and Bylaws, etc. It has been a privilege and pleasure to serve our Detachment Commander, David Mennel, and an honor to serve our Detachment.

RAINBOW CONNECTION CHAIRMAN

ANDRE SVACHA

asvacha@hotmail.com

#28 Grand Haven, #102 Rockford, #459
Grand Rapids, American Legion Auxiliary
Unit #351 Utica for their very large donation of $500. These donations help grant
very special wishes for Michigan children.

I would like to recognize the Squadrons
across the state that have sent donations
in this year, they include the following:
#146 Menominee, #219 Fife Lake , #374
Berkley, #217 Wyandotte, #216 Milford,

The wish for Alante had to be delayed due
to his health and his trip to Disneyworld in
Orlando, Florida came just in time. I am
sorry to report on the final day of his wish
he became so ill they took him to the local
hospital after a few days there they air
lifted him back to a children’s hospital in
Detroit, and not soon after he was taken

to his grandmother’s home and passed
away at the age of 5 years. It is very said
that the disease took him so fast, but
knowing that he was able to have his wish
come true, makes everything we do so
very important.
I would like to say a big thank you for
their continued support of the Rainbow
Connection. So let’s get out there and
continue to raise some money as there
are many kids that could use our help,
remember the money we raise will go for
a Michigan kid and have a rainbow fun
filled day.
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MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT GREG PRICE – PROJECT CHAIRMAN

And then there were three! As I mentioned in my last article, I again have the
honor to work with the Dearborn Allied
War Veterans Council, and they will again
be honoring veterans whose cremated
ashes have remained unclaimed for years.

grinnerman@msn.com

has taken possession of his cremains.
Two other veterans could not be confirmed as being qualified for the honor of
being interred in a national cemetery. The
remaining three veterans’ ashes will be
carried on a horse drawn caisson down
Michigan Avenue in the city of Dearborn
between Greenfield and Schaffer roads
(also known as the Heroes Last Mile).
There will once more be a reverent ceremony in front of City Hall to honor these
heroes. At a latter point, these three
keepers of our freedom will be interred in
the Great Lakes National Cemetery in
Holly.

This year they located six veterans that
they hoped would be identified and interred. One of those veterans was
claimed by his granddaughter, and she

One of the Allied Council members, Phil
Smith, who is also the Commander of the
Fort Dearborn American Legion Post 364,
has been in contact with two funeral
homes in Detroit. One of the funeral
homes told him that they had over 100

YOUTH CAREER LAW ENFORCEMENT

MIKE HOLLEY

cremains, and the other funeral home
stated that they had over 1000 cremains.
Neither funeral home was sure if any cremains were those of veterans, but given
the opportunity they would try to give an
answer to that question.
If we continue to contact funeral homes in
our communities to see if they also have
unclaimed cremains, we will have the
possibility of getting more veterans off
the shelves, and interred in a national
cemetery with full military honors that
they so justly deserve.
I am sure that we, who are male descendants of veterans, will carry on in our
efforts to support this program, and find
the location of the many veterans who
have been Missing in America.
For God & Country.

mdiver20@yahoo.com

This year there are two programs. The deadline for the first one was May 2nd. The next one is June 26th.
This is an excellent program for any young adult male and female, that wants to get into law enforcement.
Age requirements are 16-18 and the candidate must be physically fit.
This is also an excellent program. Watching these young adults walk across the stage at graduation is
awesome. The experience they get is a once in a life time opportunity.
All information is on the Legion website you can call Deanna at headquarters. Class size is limited to 60
per class. They will have hands on training, pistol shooting, driving, arrest, and many other things that
officers do day to day.
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CHAPLAIN DANNY J. POOLE

"It’s not how much we do, but how much
love we put into the doing. It’s not how
much we give, but how much love we put
in the giving."
In finalizing this year’s end, I would like to
give a special thank you for the most uplifting experience I may have ever encountered. Thank you for your contacts of the

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN & PDC 1

cool.poole@att.net

membership and members families to be
able to represent this Detachment
throughout this state and around this
great country. Individuals in need of any
kind of comfort and spiritual guidance
were contacted and consoled to the best
of my ability. I thank you, the Detachment
of Michigan for your peaceful thoughts
and prayers were always gratefully welcomed and thankfully received from all.
May we all continue to work and pray together for our organization and our military and their families past and present.
May we all be kind and grateful for what
we have and for the friendships and love
all of us have encountered.
May we all share the same goal of love

PAT PUSTAY

and commitment to the principles for
which The American Legion stands.
May we all share in believing that the future for one and all and should be the
emphasis of every member in our great
organization.
Stay healthy, wealthy and wise.
Let us pray
"May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
And the rains fall soft upon the fields, And
until WE meet again.
May God hold you in the palm of His hand."
Amen.

pustaypat@yahoo.com

ships reports.
Sorry to say but at the end of April we are
at 92%. We tried very hard to bring the
Squadrons up in percentage but not all
made it. We still have four Squadrons at
0% and here are their numbers, names
and districts.

Membership:
To all Squadrons within our state: Thank
you for allowing me to be your Membership Chairman. I especially thank all of
you that helped by getting membership
turned in.

2nd District: Squadron # 81 Concord,
Squadron # 191 Lambertville and Squadron # 193 Luna Pier.
16th District: Squadron # 441 Rockwood.
These Squadrons WILL NOT get cards for
2011/2012 and have restrictions that must
be met before getting back on member-

PDC1:
It's been a great pleasure coming back to
see all of the Squadrons that hosted
events and I even had some fun without
being the main person. It's nice to be
asked to install squadron officers, to answer questions and help-out where I can.
Since I came back to being a blue capper,
Anita and I have been visiting other Posts
and volunteering at our own Post almost
four nights a week
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RON WYATT

wyatt0506@comcast.net

The National Committee is looking into doing public service announcements. We want to get the word out to one
and all. They also want to get citizens emergency response teams in place.
Don’t forget you can contact FEMA to get information on everything. The contact number is 1-800-480-2520 and
can also be accessed at www.ready.gov
For God and Country

CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION

JOHN KAILUNAS

jakcroton@riverview.net

Michigan is at $ 12,279.71 as of May 6, 2011. Not all bad, but short of our Detachment goal of one dollar per member.
We are at 61.4 per cent of that dollar objective.
To phrase it differently, we are at $ 0.60 per member, $0.40 per member short of goal.
Let’s start out this 2011-2012 membership year with every squadron having a fund raising function sometime in the
year with proceeds for Child Welfare.
Any fund raiser can do. Dexter and Milford Squadrons do golf outings with proceeds to Child Welfare and other charities. People have been known to lose their hair for Child Welfare. That is, before the tornado hit in Dexter.
Kathy will bring her clippers should they be needed in Novi.

ALTERNATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN / PDC 2 GREG PRICE

As this 2010-2011 term comes to a close, there
have been many enjoyable memories. For
instance, the way it started after a slight delay
created by a tornado in Dundee. Also, the time
when we met at the Grand Rapids Home for
Veterans for an enjoyable Carnival which many
veterans and their families shared. While we
were there, we volunteered our Commander
Dave to participate in a No Hands- Pie Eating
contest. Another time we met with Com-

mander Dave at a Make-a-Wish celebration at
Battle Creek Post 298, and we again volunteered Commanded Dave to participate in a
Beauty Contest (he looked good in hot-pink).
Those that attended seemed to take pleasure
in Commander Dave’s Testimonial which was
held at Lapeer Post 16. The highlight of the
evening was Danny Poole’s roasting of our
Commander. The veterans really appreciated
Commander Dave coming to Taylor Post 200
and sharing a Thanksgiving dinner with them.
This year, not only did veterans from the V.A.
Hospital attend, but some veterans who are
currently homeless shared in making the festivities enjoyable. Attending the dedication of
the Piquette Veterans Homeless Center, a 150
unit facility that maybe some of these same
homeless veterans may have an opportunity to
stay at, was truly a happy and moving experi-

grinnerman@msn.com

ence. An emotional event which was presented
by Grand Rapids Post 459, and held at Westend
Christian Reformed Church, was a service
preserving the memories of the Four Chaplains. Attending Leadership College was an
educational understanding of the structure of
the American Legion.
One main point that is discussed frequently at
many meetings is about its importance of filling out and sending in of your Consolidated
Squadrons Reports. These reports are very
instrumental in sharing all the great things we
do as Sons for our veterans and our communities. Let us keep on showing our pride in the
heritage we posses.
For God and Country.
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN

RON WYATT

wyatt0506@comcast.net

Don’t forget National Veterans Assistance
Day May 21, 2011. This is a time we can
shine with our veterans. So please help
our veterans in any way we can that day
and every day for that matter. Be proud
of yourself and our organization.

Hope everyone is having a great spring! It
sure is a busy time of year. There is a long
list of things that are happening, like elections of officers, spring meetings, parades
and the big one, MEMORIAL DAY! Please
help out your post anyway you can.

Don’t forget to get your consolidated report forms in. This is a helpful tool for our
veterans. Whether big or small, all things
done count and those things quickly add
up. Remember, mountains can be moved
with large numbers.

state has been done. A big thank you to
the Blue Cappers for all that you do, you
are our backbone!
Don’t forget our convention coming up the
first weekend in June. Also the National
Convention is being held in Minneapolis on
August 26.
GOD BLESS AMERICA AND GOD BLESS YOU
For God and Country

It has been a busy year for all of us at the
Detachment. A lot of traveling across the

WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS!
Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL
Detachment Newsletter? Email it to Brad Koch at
bkoch1991@gmail.com or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com .
We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible.

PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER 3

ANDRE SVACHA

asvacha@hotmail.com

Since being Past Detachment Commander #3, I have attended the following; American Legion Department convention held in Dearborn, the memorial and funeral service for Past Department Commander Al Kline, the D.E.C. meetings held at Fall Conference and Winter Conference, and my Legion
District meetings. Also I continued to do volunteer work in my community, and promoting Sons of The
American Legion programs in my travels.

Sons of The American Legion
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LEGION FLIGHT 311

www.legionflight311.com

Legion Flight 311 is a project of Walter
Durkee American Legion Post 311 in Grand
Rapids, MI to take World War II Veterans
to visit their World War II Monument and
other memorials in Washington, D.C. Their
purpose is to establish a network for West
Michigan to make sure that WWII veterans
are served before it is too late. Many
have not visited the World War II Monument, and time is the enemy. There will
NEVER be a cost for any WWII veteran to
take a Legion Flight trip. Funds are raised
through foundations, public donations and
guardian expenses.
The project is based on the nationallyorganized Honor Flight Network, which
began in May of 2005, when six small
planes flew out of Springfield, Ohio taking
12 WWII Veterans to D.C. Since then, more

LEGION FLIGHT 311

BRAD KOCH

On May 11, 2011 32 World War II Veterans
and 23 chaperones took a trip to Washington DC to see the WWII Memorial and
other DC landmarks. It hard to put into

than 100 Honor Flight hubs have sent
close to 50,000 WWII veterans on one-day
trips to the World War II Monument. The
best way to get a true feel for an Honor
Flight trip is to
go to www.honorflightchicago.com

and view the short documentary narrated
by actor Gary Sinese.

words how awesome this event was

Each flight will consist of WWII vets,
guardians and Flight leaders. While
the veterans fly free, we ask that guardians pay their own way. The cost of the
initial flight for guardians is $300, which
includes air fare, bus transportation,
group t-shirt and two meals.
Guardians MUST be Veterans. Priority will
be given to family members of the touring
veterans . . .sons escorting fathers,
granddaughters escorting grandmothers .
or any veteran with a personal connection
to the WWII vet.

The first Legion Flight 311 event was May 11,
2011. Applications are being accepted for

bkoch1991@gmail.com

Here’s a link to check out WZZM TV 13 coverage: http://www.wzzm13.com/video/
default.aspx?bctid=940639749001 .
I was so blessed to be able to go! I implore you to make this opportunity known
to any WWII veteran that you know. There
are going to be at least two more flights
coming up. This is a once in a lifetime trip
that they should not miss if they can do it.

SAL 459 Brad Koch, SAL 459 Ken Koch and Legion
459 Bud Taylor depart Grand Rapids airport.

the October 2011 flight, date to be announced when airlines releases the seats.
Subsequent years Legion Flights are being
planned as veterans are interested.

Equally important, please ask your squadron contribute to this project. Squadron
459 Grand Rapids sponsored 4 Veterans
at $300 each so they did not have to pay
a single penny, as it should be. It’s the
very least we can do for these veterans

WWII veterans at the WWII monument, Washington,
DC

from the “Greatest Generation”. They
truly deserve this chance and we can all
help. If you’re interested please go to
http://legionflight311.com/ .
For those of you that went along, helped in
anyway, came to the airport before or
after, etc. I say thank you so much!
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EARL RUTTKOFSKY

eruttkofsky9771@aol.com

erans throughout this country.
The American Legion family has worked
hard to lobby and get legislation passed
for the betterment of our veterans and
their families. In Washington DC there
were a lot of issues addressed and a lot
got accomplished including more money to
be allocated for our veterans. This is a
great step in helping our veterans.
I believe this year has been a very successful one for veterans. The American
Legion, Auxiliary and The Sons of The
American Legion have all put in an enormous effort to work with and for the vet-

I would like to remind everyone that your
VA reports are very important, keep track
of your hours and money and turn in a
report, they do matter. These reports are
the backbone of our American Legion fam-

ily when it comes to Washington and issues that they vote on. They do take these
into consideration.
I would like to thank Commander Dave for
allowing me to work with him in this capacity for the Veterans. I believe we have
made a great effort in bettering the life of
our veterans. Success is our goal and I
think that we have accomplished a lot toward that goal. Thank you again for your
support this year.

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT - Leaving No Veteran Behind
For the past thirteen years, it has become
apparent that veterans face a number of
challenges in addressing their combat
related trauma. Approximately 1.6 million
American troops have served in Afghanistan and/ or in Iraq. Noteworthy are national reports regarding the frequency of
these returning veterans with diseases of
mental illness and/or substance addictions. War related illnesses may contribute to escalated suicide attempts, arrest,
incarceration, divorce, domestic violence,
homelessness and despair. Rather than
be reactionary to the anticipated increase
of veterans appearing in our criminal
courts, this new court system for veterans have taken a pro-active approach,
whereas the court made a plan to develop
a specialized treatment court to meet the
particularized need of our veterans.

The first Veterans’ Treatment Court in the
United States was established in Buffalo,
New York and started operating on January 15, 2008. The planning process included designing how the court would operate, exploring and obtaining the support
needed, and engaging in extensive collaboration with the Veteran’s Health Care Network, community health care providers,
veterans service organizations and volunteer veteran mentors. A number of community seminars were conducted to help
partners get the education on the trauma
of war, associated behavioral health diseases and the resulting side effects.
There are over 3,000 treatment courts
nationally and they have a high success
rate.

ans-defendants with substance dependency and/or mental illness that are
charged with felony or misdemeanor nonviolent offenses to a specialized criminal
court docket. The veterans voluntarily
participate in a judicially supervised treatment plan that a team of court staff, veteran health care professionals, veteran
peer mentors, AOD health care professionals and mental health professionals
develop. At regular status hearings treatment plans and other conditions are reviewed for appropriateness, incentives
are offered to reward adherence to court
conditions and sanctions. Completion of
their program is defined according to
specific criteria. Many will have their
charges dismissed upon successful completion and others are assured of a nonincarcerate sentence upon completion.

Veterans Treatment Court helps the veter-

(Continued on page 15)
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VETERANS TREATMENT COURT - Leaving No Veteran Behind - continued
(Continued from page 14)

help them solve their problems.

Many veterans are known to have a warrior’s mentality and often do not address
their treatment needs for physical and
psychological health care. Some are referred to the Veterans’ Treatment Court,
they may be homeless, helpless, in despair, suffering from alcohol or drug addiction and others have serious mental
illness. Their lives have been going out of
control. Without the collaboration of the
VA Health Care Network, the Veterans
Treatment Court, volunteer veteran mentors and a coalition of community health
care providers, many would continue to
have their illness untreated and would
suffer the consequences of a regular
criminal justice system of jail or prison.
The help of these unique partners affords
the opportunity for these veterans to regain stability in their lives, to have their
families strengthened, to have housing for
the homeless, and to have employment for
the employable. The treatment court team
will find them, offer them assistance, assess their needs, manage their care and

Assisting the courts is a team of volunteer
veteran mentors. The veteran mentors
include those who have served in Vietnam,
Desert Shield, Operating Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. While
in court, a mentor will be assigned to meet
with a veteran participant, discuss any
problems or issues of interest. They work
to solve existing issues and bring to the
attention of the court any issues that the
court can assist in resolving. This relationship promotes and fosters through
encouragement a “can do” attitude in the
veteran so that the veteran can accomplish their goals in treatment, and let the
veteran know that he/she is not alone that
the mentor is there for them. Before and
since the court operation, the volunteer
mentors have not wavered in their commitment, time or dedication, despite the
fact they are not paid for their time or
expertise. These mentors faithfully are
present, ready to serve at every Veteran’s
Treatment Court session-without reservation. We all should be proud of their com-

Sons of The American Legion:
Preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring
for veterans and their families, and teaching the
fundamentals of good citizenship.

mitment and eagerness to serve in this
capacity.
Unique Components of this program are
1. Courts entirely of Veterans
2. In Court: Veterans Health Care
Workers
3. Veteran Mentors
4. Therapeutic Environment
5. Hybrid Drug & Mental Health Court
Goal of this program are
1. Help veteran navigate the court, VA
and treatment systems
2. Assess his/her “other” needs and
help him/her adjust to civilian life.
3. Help the veteran receive the services
they need to be productive members of
society.
If anyone knows of a veteran in need of
this type of help seek professionals that
can help that veteran and find a Veteran
Treatment Court that could help him/her.
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ROGER DEES

rdees29@comcast.net

also the approximately 31 resolutions
passed by the NEC last week. Readers who
are interested in the content of these
resolutions are urged to go to The American Legion webpage and go to http://
www.legion.org/resolutions?t=2&c=33
and http://www.legion.org/documents/
l
e
g
i
o
n
/
pdf/2010ResolutionsLegisIntent.pdf .
I attended the Fall Meetings of the National Organization of the Sons of The
American Legion in October. I am a member of the Legislative Commission. We
met to finalize the Washington D.C. dates
and the Agenda for the Conference. The
dates are March 20, 2011 through March
23, 2011. All of the National Legion family
will be in attendance at this Conference.
Remember to frequently check the Sons
of The American Legion’s Website for Legislative Commission updates. You can
check out the legislative web site for information to keep you informed regarding
the activities of the Commission and legislation affecting our Veterans and Country.
With the completion of the National Executive Committee (NEC) meetings in October, the Legislative Division now continues
its work to review and categorize a large
number of resolutions that will comprise
the legislative agenda of The American
Legion. These include not only the 200+
resolutions passed by the delegates to the
92nd National Convention last month, but

Our heritage as a non-partisan yet politically active organization goes back to our
founding meetings. You’re encouraged to
read the Burnpit blog entry*, “Staying non
-partisan in a political world.” It historically reviews why The American Legion is
well served in abstaining from endorsements and scorecards. In conclusion, The
American Legion works with individuals
not political parties. We work with issues
not the politics the pull them in different
directions. Scorecards and endorsements
issued by various organizations should be
handled with the proverbial grain of salt.
Remember the phrase popularized by
Mark Twain: “There are three kinds of lies:
lies, damned lies, and statistics.” *Found
on the American Legion blog site: http://
www.burnpit.us/2010/10/staying-nonpartisan-in-a-political-world/ or by its
title at www.burnpit.us.

I attended the Mid-Winter D.E.C. meeting
held in February in Flint, Michigan. Here
are some issues that The American Legion
would like you to contact your Representative about:
Legion Opposes Proposal to Cut VA
Spending
Responding to a proposal by Rep. Michele
Bachmann (R-Minn.) to freeze VA healthcare spending and cut veterans disability
payments to help reduce federal spending, American Legion National Commander
Jimmie L. Foster said his organization
steadfastly opposes the initiative. "It is
absurd to suggest such a thing when we
are fighting two wars and creating more
veterans every day who have served their
country honorably and have already
earned their benefits".
The plan, which proposes to cut a total of
$400 billion in federal spending, is derived
from an Oct. 28 report from the Heritage
Foundation that projects $2.5 billion in
savings from a freeze on VA health-care
spending increases, and $1.9 billion in
savings from scrapping disability payments for veterans already receiving
Social Security Disability Income (SSDI).
Peter Gaytan, executive director of The
American Legion's office in Washington,
said "Congress must find other ways to
reduce federal spending that don't affect
veterans’ benefits and health care. "The
(Continued on page 17)

Need Legion Family Supplies?
Go to National Emblem Sales online at: www.emblem.legion.org
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- continued

(Continued from page 16)

need for high-quality veterans’ health
care certainly isn't decreasing, so the VA
budget shouldn't, either. Congress needs
to stay focused on providing an adequate
budget to care for those who have made
sacrifices in Iraq, Afghanistan or in previous wars."
Tim Tetz, legislative director of The American Legion, said the idea of taking SSDI
away from veterans receiving disability
payments "has been floated before and
thankfully defeated every time. "Why
would anyone want to take away disability
benefits veterans have already paid for,
simply because they have earned additional benefits through their honorable
service in the military?" The American
Legion has consistently opposed any attempts by Congress to reduce or eliminate veterans’ benefits. It considers such
benefits as earned and has urged the
federal government to find other methods
to reduce its expanding budget.
The Legion stands by the sentiments expressed long ago by George Washington:
"The willingness with which our young
people are likely to serve in any war, no
matter how justified, shall be directly
proportional to how they perceive the
veterans of earlier wars were treated and
appreciated by their nation."
National Commander Foster said "Of all
the items in our federal budget that could
be drastically cut, or dispensed with altogether, why would a member of Congress
think it might be a good idea to take benefits away from those people who protect
the very freedoms they operate under?"
Commander Foster agreed that Congress
needs to take decisive action in reducing
the federal budget, "but we must be mind-

ful of the sacrifices borne by the men and
women who have served and sacrificed in
America's armed forces."
Write or E-mail your representative. If you
don't know the one in your District, simply
Google for your House of Representatives
list and enter your zip code with 4 digit
extension. A link to your Representative's
web site will pop up. Go on and send him a
message to oppose Michele Bachmann's
proposal.
Legislative Action Supported by Legion
The American Legion has over 200 resolutions of legislative intent that guide our
actions in Congress. Balancing those
against the direction and actions of Congress continually changes. Yet we have
some goals we have pursued in the past
likely to remain a centerpiece of our
agenda. They include:
a) Funding for the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA): Since our organization's
founding, caring for the veterans of
America's conflicts has been a paramount
concern of The American Legion. With the
new Congress zeroing in on making
budget reductions across the federal
government, we will be all the more vigilant to insure that VA does not sustain
reductions that will cripple its many programs. We believe modest increases in
budget amounts are necessary to keep
pace with an increasing veteran population and enhanced services to America's
veterans.
b) Disabled Veteran Tax (Concurrent Receipt): Service-connected disabled veterans should not have their retiree pay offset by their VA disability compensation.
The American Legion supports legislation

that would completely repeal the Disabled
Veteran Tax. Legislation to accomplish
this objective has been re-introduced in
the 112th Congress.
c) Veteran Joblessness: It is a national
travesty that America's veterans have a
higher jobless rate that their non-veteran
counterparts. The American Legion will
address this inequity and seek solutions
to reduce veteran joblessness.
d) Flag Amendment - With the changes in
the makeup of the House of Representatives and the Senate, The American Legion
will again diligently pursue consideration
of this issue during the 112th Congress. In
the House, Representative Jo Ann Emerson (MO) has introduced House Joint
Resolution 13, to protect the American
flag from desecration. Introduction of a
Senate version is imminent.
e) TRICARE - increases to TRICARE premiums are looming on the horizon as the
Congress struggles to control this aspect
of spending. TAL will have to work diligently to protect this important benefit to
service members and ensure that the
level of benefits is balanced against the
sacrifices made by our service members.
Other legislative objectives may be added
as the First Session of the 112th Congress
continues. In the meantime, the list above
should provide sufficient fodder for members of The American Legion family when
the hold meetings with their elected officials or their staff members.
Go to The American Legion Web Page at:
http://www.legion.org/legislative/
updates to find out what the latest issues
The American Legion is supporting.
(Continued on page 18)
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I attended the Washington Conference in
March and the following is a list of priorities for the 112th Congress The American
Legion would like us to get with our Senators and Representatives and bring to
their attention.
FY 2011 Continuing Resolution (CR) –
The current state of disarray and stopgap
measures stands to negatively impact
veterans as well as the active duty armed
forces. The American Legion urges Congress to work in a bipartisan manner to
fully fund the remainder or FY 2011 to ensure the needs of the nation’s active duty
service members and veterans are met.
Jobs – Recent figures show a jobless
rate among veterans fully two thirds
higher than the national average, even
higher among returning Iraq and Afghan
veterans. The whole government must be
directed to improve their reporting and
tracking of veterans hiring percentages.

The Caregiver Act – The American Legion urges Congress to continue their
aggressive oversight into in veterans
health care benefits and benefits to the
children of these severely disabled veterans.
Oversight of VHA/VBA – Access to rural
health care and VHA’s modernization to
address the needs of rising numbers of
women veterans are critical. The American Legion urges Congress to investigate
growing reports of budget shortfalls impacting hiring at the VISN levels. The
backlog of veterans’ disability claims is
unconscionable, and the million claim levels surpassed over the last two years
underscores the fact that VBA must reform the claims system.
Disabled Veterans Tax - We need removal of the disabled veterans’ tax that
prohibits concurrent receipt of disability
and retirement benefits for those veterans receiving below 50 percent disability

will be a much needed protection from
additional hardship for disabled veterans.
There is no reason veterans should not be
entitled to retirement pay and disability
compensation in full. The American Legion
urges co-sponsorship of S.344, HR. 303
and HR. 333.
Flag Amendment – The American Legion
is committed to protecting Old Glory from
acts of physical desecration. House Joint
Resolution H.J. Res. 13, “The Congress
shall have power to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United
States.” The Senate will have a companion bill sometime in April. The American
Legion supports passage of these bills and
urges every Senator and Representative
to co-sponsor the bills.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at
Convention. Remember to keep our veterans and their needs in your thoughts
and contact you Representatives and
Senators also.

NATIONAL CONVENTION
The 40th National Convention of the Sons of The American Legion will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 26-28, 2011. Preliminary planning for this National Convention is
in process. Tentatively, the Sons National Convention will be held in Ballroom “A” of the
Minneapolis Convention Center, downtown Minneapolis, MN. The great city of Minneapolis
also offers many downtown amenities such as a shopping mall, many other stores, and
local restaurants. More information will be forthcoming on this year’s National Convention during the spring meetings.

Sons of The American Legion
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- TIPS FOR WORKING WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Some hints when working with Members of Congress and their staffs:
1.

Develop a relationship with the Members of Congress and their staff. Visit when they are in their home district. Get to
know them, be visible, speak to them in your own district, and invite them to speak at a function. Be prepared - know how
the issue will effect the Member of Congress and their constituents.

2.

Gather some facts before seeing a Member of Congress:
a.
b.
c.

How many veterans in their District?
How many Legion Posts in their District?
How many members of the Legion family in their District?

Use this seven point plan when dealing with Members of Congress:
1.

Write personal letters, don’t use form letters. This will identify you as a constituent. Be brief, ask for a response.

2.

Follow up with a phone call. Express that you would like to discuss the issue further. If you cannot meet with the Member
personally, meet with a staff person responsible for the issue.

3.

Be concise, give the facts, and provide information during your meeting.

4.

When the Member is in town, make sure they are aware that you expect the issue to be addressed.

5.

If by no other way can you see the Member, stand outside their office. Be patient and always be professional.

6.

Write thank you letters.

7.

Hold them accountable. Check recorded votes from Congress (you can do this on the internet, www.house.gov )

It takes time to build a relationship with your Member of Congress. We can and will be successful, if we work hard enough.
This is a good time to let your Members of Congress know what accomplishments your organization has made. If you have a special project
coming up let them know and ask that it be entered into the Congressional Record for the day. There are many people on the “hill” who read
these records and what better way for us to be recognized for our service in America.
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1ST ZONE COMMANDER JEREMY BELL

nujay425@yahoo.com
gust at Southgate Post 478 with special
recognition to Squadron 396 and 409.
This year’s picnic will be held at Taylor
Post 200 on August 6 at noon till we run
of food. There will be music and a live
band with games for the kids so please
join us to make this a huge success tickets are $2.00.

As this year comes to end I want to thank
all of the squadrons for their hard work
and dedication to supporting our veterans
and children & youth programs. With the
economy the way it is it’s been a real
struggle but as always we adapt and conquer.
I want to thank all the squadrons for their
donations to the 1st Zone picnic last Au-

Special recognition goes to all the squadrons that achieved 100% this year: Joe
Louis 375, Fort Dearborn 364, Allen Park
409 and Trenton 426. Squardons 67, 173,
200, 217 and 232 are over 90% as of May
11 so please don’t hold membership till
next year turn them in so all new and renewed members can be recognized.

by the 18th District. This is the best time
so meet other S.A.L members all over the
state and let the Detachment know any
concerns you have to make our great
organization even better. We will also
elect the 2011-2012 incoming Detachment
officers that will lead us.
Thank you again 1st Zone for electing me
as your Commander this past year.

Hopefully all squadrons can attend
the Detachment Convention at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Novi June 3, 4 and 5 hosted

Left: Detachment Commander Dave Mennel shows off a new way
to wear a cover while attending the Friday the 13th Past Commanders Dinner at Post 305 Caledonia!
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Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming and Ongoing Events
5/16/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs – 6pm – Baked Chicken Dinner (mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies, salad, roll, dessert, and drink). $8 for adults, $4
for children, take outs available. For more information contact Rick Knapp Jr. at salra459@yahoo.com
5/20/11 – Post 568 Stevensville - Grand Fiesta Mexican dinner being served from 5-7:30pm.
Choices include: Chips & Salsa, Tacos, Wet Burritos & Quesadillas … and new to the menu - Taco Salads!!! Take-outs are available. For more information,
contact post568@att.net
5/21/11 – Post 449 Marysville – MASH BASH II - $10 per person, 6:30pm-12:30am, Dinner and entertainment. For more information, contact John Jeffries
at jvsquad55@sbcglobal.net
5/21/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids – 6th Annual Blind Auction for B93 abused kids program. For more information, contact Joe Hollomon at
sal459jh@yahoo.com
5/21/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids – Annual Flagging of the Graves of Veterans event. For more information, contact Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com
5/21/11 – West Michigan Whitecaps – 5/3rd Park - Military and Veteran Appreciation Night. For more information, contact Brent Geers at
brent.geers@gmail.com
5/21/11 – Post 68 Paw Paw - Golf Outing at the Heritage Glenn Golf Club. Cost is $75 per person. They will be raffling off a 2011 Equinox on the day of the
golf outing, raffle tickets are $50 a piece with all money raised going toward the renovation of the Palliative Care Rooms (better known as Hospice
Rooms) at the VA Hospital in Battle Creek. For more information on the Golf Outing or to buy raffle tickets please contact Darryl Doan.
5/21/11 – Post 412 Bath - BENEFIT FOR RICK AND ANGELA SPEIRS. Rick has been diagnosed with 4th stage colon cancer. He is a member of the Bath
Community and a small business owner; he does not have health insurance. To help cover his medical expenses, Women’s Auxiliary of Bath American
Legion Post 412 is holding fundraising event at: 1-11 pm at the Legion Post, 5480 Clark Rd. Bath, MI (517-641-6131). Raffle drawings, SAL Fish Fry, Lots of
Food, Huge Silent Auction, Music, Fun Activities and more throughout the day.
5/22/11 – Post 287 Cedar Springs - Fish Fry $5.00, Time: 6-7pm. For more information, contact Rick Knapp at salra459@yahoo.com
5/25/11 – Post 569 Stevensville – Hot Beef&Turkey Dinner from 5:00 - 7:30pm, For more information, contact post568@att.net
5/28/11 – Post 28 Grand Haven – 9th Annual Memorial Golf Outing. The Legion Memorial will be once again held at West Ottawa Golf Course on Saturday,
May 28th so mark that date on you calendar and start thinking about getting your foursome together. There will be an Open Division (4 players any age),
Senior Division (4players 50 & older) and a Couples Division (2 guys, 2 gals). For more information, contact Rich Kelly at kelldog70@yahoo.com
5/30/11 – Grand Rapids – Memorial Day Parade – Line up at 7pm, Step Off at 7:30pm. To march with Post 459, please contact Brad Koch at
bkoch1991@gmail.com

Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming and Ongoing Events
(Continued on page 25)
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6/3/11 – GR Home for Veterans – Golf Outing. For more information and to sign up, see the following website: http://
friendsofmichiganveteranshomes.org/june2011golfouting.php
6/3-5/11 – Sons of the American Legion Detachment Convention – Crowne Plaza Hotel in Novi. Please plan to send at least one member to represent
your squadron. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@yahoo.com
6/4/11 – Post 179 Grandville - Garage Sale June 4th 10am-5pm. Tables inside $15.00, Space outside $10.00 Open to the public. Contact Catherine 616558-1713 or cathveihl@yahoo.com
6/11/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids – Spring BBQ, 1-7pm. Excellent food and good fellowship. For more information, contact Joe Hollomon at
sal459jh@yahoo.com
6/11/11 – Post 14 Birmingham/Troy - ALR 4th Tattoo Party: Saturday, June 11 / Starting @ Noon / Hot Dogs $1 - Hamburgers $2 / Cheese .50. For more
information, contact Alice Jackson at bluefish42003@yahoo.com
6/17-18/11 - U.P. Summer Convention - Post #3, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan and also at the Kewadin Casino Conference Rooms. Rooms will be available
also at the Kewadin Casino Hotel. For more information, contact Michael Yeadon at mpy101@yahoo.com
6/18/11 – Post 491 Leslie - AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 7TH ANNUAL - POW/MIA POKER RUN. Funds go to The American Legion Legacy Fund. Rider $15/
Passenger $10 both get cards and entry to festivities at Wheel Inn Campground 240 Fogg Rd. Leslie Reserve your campsite $20 per night 517 5898097. First Place Prize: $200.00 Visa Gift Card; Second Place $100.00 Visa Gift Card; Third Place $50.00 Visa Gift Card. Last bike in at 5:00 p.m.
sharp to announce winning hands. Festivities at Wheel Inn include but not limited to LIVE BANDS PIG ROAST LICENSED BEER TENT
VENDORS
AUCTIONS
RAFFLES
DOOR PRIZES
50/50’S. Gate open to walk-ins at 4:00 for all festivities $10 per person, or $20
if you want to draw a poker hand at the gate (4 - 5 p.m. only). For more information, Contact Todd at 517 960-7138 or Cindy at 517 960-7139 for
free vendor space or questions.
6/23-26/11 - American Legion Department Convention – Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids. For more information, contact Kim Siedelberg at
support@michiganlegion.org
6/24/2011: Chicken BBQ Fundraiser for Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. Serving appx 300-350 meals downtown during Department Convention. Time:
11 am to 1:30 pm. Cost: $10/meal. Meal will include 1/2 chicken, coleslaw, roll, beverage. All profits to GRHV Service Cart, bingo supplies, and coffee supplies for the Outpatient Clinic. For more information, contact Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com
6/25/11 – Post 208 Kentwood – Golf “Fore” Kids Charity Golf Outing. Your donations will go to D.A. Blodgett – St. Johns, to support abused and neglected children
in West Michigan.

For more information, contact Debra Mossel at dsmossel@comcast.net

6/28/11 – Post 143 Auburn Hills – Large raffle drawing 6pm. 3,000 TICKETS AVAILABLE(MONEY RAISED WILL BE USED TO SUPPORT THE SQUADRON PROGAMS AND 2011/2012 BUDGET)(IF ALL TICKETS ARE SOLD, AFTER EXPENSES)1ST PRIZE 25% ($526.35)2 ND PRIZE 15% ($315.81)3RD PRIZE 10% ($210.54)
$1.00 EACH OR 6 FOR $5.00,NEED NOT TO BE PRESENT. For tickets or more information, contact Joe Lafnear at misal3rdzone@comcast.net

Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming and Ongoing Events
(Continued on page 26)
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7/16/11 – Post 208 Kentwood - Sexy Rexy Charity Golf Outing at Indian Trails GC, Shotgun Start, benefiting: Make A Wish. For more information, contact Debra

Mossel at dsmossel@comcast.net
7/23/11 – Post 6 Holland – Annual Golf Outing. For more information contact Jeff Landall at lan_doo@hotmail.com
Ongoing Events
Every Monday - Post 326 Sterling Heights - Bingo is held every MONDAY MORNING starting at 10:30 A.M. with an early bird game at 10:15. It is a paper bingo only, thereby
saving the players about $20.00 as opposed to an electronic bingo session. Charity game tickets and a progressive pot are available. The bingo is held at the STERLING
PLAZA CENTER on the N.W. corner of M-59/Schoennher Rd by the Pier One Imports store. For more information, contact Michael Welicki at iggsterw1@yahoo.com
Every Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday – Post 459 Grand Rapids - Karaoke every Tuesday (7-11), Friday (8-12) and Saturday (8-12). For more information,
contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com
Every Tuesday – Post 462 White Pine – Trivia Contest, 7pm. For more information, contact Philip Tegner at pbtegner@gmail.com
Every Wednesday – Post 28 Grand Haven – Dinner night, 5pm. For menu or more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com
Every Thursday – Post 6 Holland – Dinner night. For menu or more information, contact jeff Landaal at lan_doo@hotmail.com
Every Friday – Post 28 Grand Haven – Burger night, 6pm. For menu or more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com

The SAL will continue to maintain this upcoming events list. This can be for any Legion Family event so please feel free to add events from
your Post by emailing the information to me at bkoch1991@gmail.com. This document is now on the www.michiganlegion.org website under
programs and then Sons of the American Legion. It’s on the right hand column of that page, see the upcoming events link. It is also on
http://www.michalaux.org/ , left hand side. It will be updated on the website each Thursday.

August 2011

Editors: Brad Koch & Joe Hollomon
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dverville22@yahoo.com

sometimes forget about the
long term residents that
consider the veteran‘s
homes their homes. Any
donations will be directed to
the Sons representative at
Grand Rapids or Jacobetti.

With the start of a new year
I would like to begin by
thanking everyone that supported me for Commander.
It will be an enjoyable year
working with you all as one
Legion Family. I would also
like to thank the other officers and committee chairman. Without these members I would not be able to
properly represent the Detachment and everything
that we do.

With the beginning of a new
year every squadron should
be keeping records of donations, hours volunteered and
community service. This
way, when the time comes to
fill out the Consolidated
Squadron Report at the end
of the year, you will not have
to rely on memory. The 2010
-11 top award winning Americanism and VA&R reports
are included in this newsletter. Use these as your guide
as I am sure many squadrons can easily do as well or
better with good record
keeping.

Membership will once again
My ―Special Project‖ is the be our main concern. As
Veterans Homes. I think we officers, we know getting

Find us online at:
http://michiganlegion.org/pages/sons.html

new members is sometimes
easier than retaining the
members we sometimes
take for granted. Making
personal contact can often
make a difference whether a
member pays his membership or not. Membership in
the squadron is every ones
responsibility not just the
membership chairman.
I would like to thank Brad
Koch and Joe Hollomon for
putting out this newsletter.
They are asking all the
squadrons to send them
articles. You all are doing
great things at the squadron
level; please let everyone
know what your squadron is
doing.
After National Convention we
will be starting the Conference and District meetings
and hopefully I will see many
members on my travels.
Remember- Make Someone
Smile, It May Be A Veteran.
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WILLIAM SARI II

salwill@talkamerica.net

Hello to all, I hope you are doing well. With this being our 1 st newsletter of the membership year, I would like to take
this time to introduce myself. I am William Sari, the 1st Zone Commander. I am a member of Squadron 396 in Garden
City, which is in the 16 th District. I have the honor and privilege of being an SAL member because of my grandfather,
who served in WWII. Basically, my job is to promote the programs of The American Legion, help increase membership,
assist any squadron that has a problem, and be a line of communication between the Squadrons, Districts, and the
Detachment. If ever you need me for anything you can call me at 734-347-3851 or text me at the same number. Even
if I‘m at work I can get back to you asap. Just a reminder, if you haven‘t done so please send in your completed officers list and bond to the Department of Michigan or you will not receive you cards. Have a wonderful end of summer
and I will probably see you around. Remember to keep our veterans in your thoughts and prayers.

2ND ZONE COMMANDER

RODNEY TOLBERT

Greetings SAL and Legion family, I would like
to thank you for electing me as your 2nd Zone
Commander for 2011-2012. It is an honor to
serve you all. As the Zone Commander, my
goal is to communicate detachment news to

4TH ZONE COMMANDER

EARL LASH

rodtgoblue@yahoo.com

the districts and squadrons. I also plan to help
all the squadrons with membership, fundraiser
organization, filling out Consolidated Squadron
Report forms, and to help teach what your
duties are as an officer in your district or
squadron. I will be there if your squadron or
district has any problems of any kind big or
small. I will also work with the district commanders to help their squadrons become
stronger in helping our veterans, post, legion
programs, and the community. My phone number is 269-252-9034 so please call me any
time.

we can help squadrons become better SAL
members of our great organization. I would
love to see the 2nd Zone be number 1 in membership, be the first to turn in all consolidated
report forms from all squadrons, and get all
the squadrons‘ constitution and by- laws sent
in to Mr. Pat Pustay. We can do this if we all
work together. Let‘s all strive to be better
SAL members for Community, State, and Nation. I Hope to see you at fall conference
September 17 in Troy. Stay strong SAL!
For God and Country.

I would like to meet all the district commanders
at one location a couple times to talk about how

earlbear@charter.net

Since last time, I went to Grayling to see about starting up an SAL Squadron but as of yet I haven't heard
anything back. We are also waiting for Department to send paperwork out for us to get the SAL Squadron
started in Traverse City, hopefully it will be soon. Plans are still in the making for the SAL State Convention for 2012 scheduled for June 1-3, 2012. I will have more information later, but you may call now and
get your reservations in for the convention hotel. Phone numbers for the Comfort Suites in Houghton
Lake are -989-422-4000 or toll free 866-422-5195 and fax is 989 422-4600. This hotel is right on the
lake so bring all your water toys!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING 2010-2011 AWARD WINNERS!
Americanism Award: Squadron 287 Cedar Springs
Community Service Scrapbook: Squadron 287 Cedar Springs
History Book: Squadron 459 Grand Rapids
VA & R: Squadron 258 Grand Rapids
Squadron of the Year: Squadron 287 Cedar Springs
Son of the Year: Rick Knapp, Jr., Squadron 459 Grand Rapids

Upcoming 4th District Meetings -All meetings will have service officers school at
11:00am, luncheon 12:30pm & meeting at 2:00pm
September 11
Post 331 Bridgman
November 6
Post 49 South Haven
January 8
Post 568 Stevensville
March 4
Post 223 Constantine
May 6
Post 345 Baroda

Upcoming 18th District Meetings - All meetings: 1st Thursday of month at 7:30 pm
September 1
Post 108 Oxford
October 6
Post 143 Auburn Hills
November 3
Post 253 Royal Oak
December 1
Post 374 Berkley
January 5
Post 354 Madison Heights
February 2
Post 377 Chief Pontiac
March 12
Post 224 Wixom (officer nominations)
April 5
Post 216 Milford (officer nominations)
May 3
Post 233 Lake Orion (officer elections)

ALL MEETING NFORMATION ON THIS PAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONFIRM DATES AND LOCATIONS PRIOR
TO MAKING TRAVEL PLANS
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EDWARD MARK CRISLIP

Hello Everyone,
I hope everyone enjoyed the summer. My name is Edward Mark Crislip and I am a Past Commander and District Officer. I am the current
Adjutant for the Sons of The American Legion, Ypsilanti Squadron 282. After a devastating fire that destroyed the Post in February 2008, we
have made some strides in getting a new building to call home. We have purchased a building and are working on a contractor with City,
Township and other Government entities. I will try to use this venue to keep all abreast of the progress. So when we open you can come and
pay us a visit.

PUBLICATIONS CO-CHAIRS BRAD KOCH
AND JOE HOLLOMON sal459jh@yahoo.com
Greetings Michigan SAL officers, we‘d like
to give you some general information
about our vision for the Detachment
newsletter this year.
1. We will again be doing four newsletters
with the following article due dates: November 11, 2011; February 24, 2012; and
May 4, 2011. The newsletter should be
online and/or mailed within two weeks of
each due date
2. We would also like to continue having
an ongoing ―upcoming events‖ page on the
website that you can submit any events
you have happening in your squadron/
district. You will submit them to us and
we will get them on the list. This can be
done by anyone and at anytime, not just
when articles are due. Contact information is below.
3. Last year, you all did a great job with
this and we hope to continue with these
items in mind. In the interest of time and
saving money, articles you read in the

bkoch1991@gmail.com

newsletter should follow the following
guidelines:
a. Keep articles brief and to the point,
discussing only items that pertain specifically to your position(s).
b. In referencing another story or piece
of information, please provide a web link
as opposed to copying and pasting the
entire article into your submission.
c. In at least one of your articles please
describe exactly what your position or
committee is all about. Even some of us
who have been doing this for years still
may not know what your committee‘s role
is in the Detachment.
d. Please also write your articles as if the
audience is a general ―blue capper‖ with
no inside information that only experienced officers would understand.
e. We do have a plan in place to send the
letter out via email to as many members
as possible. Our goal is to save money on

printing and postage. Many of you are
likely reading the electronic version right
now which is excellent. You can help us
by submitting anyone else‘s email address
that you have from your squadron. Again,
use contact information below to do so.
Overall, we wish you all a successful year
and are going to work hard to help provide the membership with useful information and attempt to keep everyone informed of any upcoming events as well.
We can all make a difference for veterans
and community but together we can make
a huge difference. Thanks in advance for
your help and cooperation.
Any questions or concerns please email
Brad at bkoch1991@gmail.com or call 616822-4567
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THE MICHIGAN BOYS STATE EXPERIENCE LABRONT MOORE-STONE, SENIOR - BELLEVILLE H.S.
Michigan Boys State is an outstanding five
star program. The program teaches you
how to work with different people, and how
the government systems really work. As
Litigator Attorney at Michigan Boys State,
out of fifteen cases I won fourteen and
lost one. This program gave me a clear
understanding of what I needed to know
about the judicial branch. When it comes
to going in the court room and arguing
your case ―trying to win‖ sometimes your
best friends will become your worst enemies, and that is the beauty of it all because what goes on in the court room
stays in the court room. Of course you
would have lunch or dinner and shoot pool
afterwards to get along (in other words)
―no hard feelings‖.

I‘m quite for certain that young gentlemen
who are very interested in doing active
duties in the government system, Michigan
Boys State is definitely the place you need
to be. You will get the mentorship, accountability, responsibility, direction, and
leadership skills that will help you in your
future. Many people such as my Michigan
Boys State counselor Mr. Inam Kang, Mr.
Tony Brown, and Mr. Nelson O‘Bryan director over Michigan Boys State pushed me
to my fullest potential and purged me in
the process to be the best that I can be.
As it did for me and many other Boys
Staters it changed my life, and gave me a
brief insight that being a Criminal Justice
Lawyer is really the path I want to pursue
in my life as my profession.

Remember that once you are in this program that you are in a brotherhood, that
you represent the Boys State of Michigan,
and that when you come here you will not
leave here like you came.
For more information on Boys State, check
out the following links:
http://www.heritage.com/
articles/2011/08/15/life/
d o c 4 e 4 9 3 f 8 d d 6 4 2 1 3 85 1 2 0 5 1 6 . t x t

http://www.heritage.com/
articles/2011/08/15/life/
d oc 4e 49 42 2 f 13 46 2 89 7 47 85 5 7 . t xt

PICTURES FROM DEPARTMENT CONVENTION—GRAND RAPIDS
LEFT: SAL Detachment members march during the Department Convention Parade.
The parade route circled the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.

RIGHT: SAL Detachment Commander addresses the Legionnaires and introduces his
officers and chairmen for 2011-2012.

Sons of The American Legion
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DETACHMENT HISTORIAN

RICK KNAPP

salra459@yahoo.com

Greetings fellow Sons. My name is Rick Knapp, your 2011-2012 Detachment Historian. I want to thank the Sons
membership for voting for me. I will work hard as your historian. American Legion Department Historian, Rex
Lambert, and I will be working together to make it easier for both The American Legion members and the Sons of
The American Legion members to turn in history books and scrapbooks. National rules will still be there, but it is
too confusing for some to understand. So few squadrons are turning in books and we need to simplify the rules to
make it easier for all. More information will follow in the coming months.
Please remember to send my any photos, flyers or articles to be published in Detachment Commander Verville‘s
book. Send them to me by email, snail mail or just hand them to me at Fall Conference.

CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION

JOHN KAILUNAS

jakcroton@riverview.net

are forwarded to the committee for selection. I am proud to say that I sat on
that committee in the past and helped
make those selections.

Child Welfare Foundation – What does it
do?
The foundation gets many requests for
funds throughout the year from various
charitable organizations. These grant
requests are sorted and those qualifying

The monies we grant are not directly for
the grantee but rather for the dissemination of information to the people who can
benefit from what the organization
(grantee) does. It gets the word to those
who can benefit from that which the organization can do for them. It does no
good if no one knows what help or benefits they can get from a charitable organization. The Child Welfare Foundation fills
most of that need of communication and
getting out the word to those who have
the needs.

Child Welfare Foundation – What can you
do?
We encourage all squadrons to have a
fundraiser for CWF. Dexter and Milford
squadrons have annual golf outings and
another squadron is holding a car show.
My squadron will be raffling a side of beef.
Danny Poole raffled a small refrigerator
full of my favorite canned beverage
(which I did not win!) Send your check to
Child Welfare with a note or email me with
the amount and date. I would like to see
every squadron in Michigan get 100% CWF
ribbon for their standard.

WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS!
Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL
Detachment Newsletter? Email it to Brad Koch at
bkoch1991@gmail.com or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com .
We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible.
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DETACHMENT ADJUTANT’S THOUGHTS AND NEWS SANDY LIPMAN

sandylipman95@hotmail.com

To all Squadron Adjutants there should be
no zero squadrons as all officers have to
be paid and up to date when installed.
Please get those in as well as any other
paid memberships you have. It is not too
late to send in any 2011 dues that you have
as well as sending in your 2012 cards.
Also if you have not received your cards
yet it means Department has not received
your Officers List and bond payment.
Please send in ASAP!
Well my fellow members another year has
come to an end as we get ready to attend
National Convention in Minneapolis. I am
sorry to say we did not reach our goal of
over 21,000 members and at this time we
are at 97.8%. Looks like I will be taking
Mackinaw Fudge, Sander hot fudge, Faygo
Red Pop and Better Made Potato Chips
with me for the challenge winner Iowa.
Congrats to them for a super all time
high!

SON OF THE YEAR WINNER 2011

they can do. If you have a chance go see
the lodge, you can call Lou Oberle and he
will come down and take you on a tour.
Please support and honor our Legion,
veterans and all of the programs that we
as Sons and our Legionnaires participate
in. I will be providing more information to
after we return from National.
Yours Always in God and Country.

In the month of July I had the pleasure of
traveling with Legion Member Frank Flores
up to Trout Lake and the Wilwin Lodge. We
stayed on the premises in Frank‘s pop-up
trailer, or as Frankie put it, the ―Lipman/
Flores Post Juan". I was very proud to
see the number of Sons who made it up
there for the open house. This Legion effort is outstanding and I believe that the
Sons should support this 100% by making
donations, volunteering and whatever else

RICK KNAPP

salra459@yahoo.com

I want to thank you for making me your Son of the Year 2011. I am truly honored. Thanks to Northeastern Squadron 459 for all the vote of confidence. Thanks also goes out to Northeastern Post
and Unit 459 for the support. I am truly proud to be a part of #459. I also want to thank Glen Hill
Squadron 287 for all they have done for me. Thank you for all the guidance you have given me.
Rick Knapp
Northeastern Squadron 459
(Shotski!)

Sons of The American Legion
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PICTURES FROM GRAND RAPIDS HOME FOR VETERANS CARNIVAL
LEFT: Rodney Tolbert and Pat Pustay staff the SAL 5th District booth at the GRHV
Carnival.

RIGHT: Pat Pustay and Ron Wyatt spend some time talking with a GRHV member.

LEFT: Rodney Tolbert accepts his 1st place prize as winner of the GRHV Pie Eating
Contest - Adult Division.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

CARVIN CHAPMAN
Congratulations to my fellow officers and I thank you for allowing me to serve as your Detachment
Sgt.-at-Arms. I will be responsible for making sure the flags are displayed in their proper places
in plenty of time at all of the meetings, conventions, and conferences. I will also be taking them
down, folding them, and storing them until needed further. Recently I had the proud opportunity
to support outgoing Commander Dave Mennel and incoming Commander Dwaine Verville at the UP
Convention in Sault St. Marie. I am looking forward to an exciting and fun year.

Sons of The American Legion
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NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND

ALLEN LIEBAU

sal409@yahoo.com

This title is brand new to me this year, and I am still working on contacts at National. I am trying to keep track of any Squadron in Michigan
that has sent donations in to The NEF Fund. If your Squadron has done that, please let me know so I can properly account for it. You can contact me at SAL409@yahoo.com or by phone 313-295-4664 or cell 313-608-3934.

RAINBOW CONNECTION CHAIRMAN

ANDRE SVACHA

asvacha@hotmail.com

Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Michigan has slowed down with donations, I haven‘t received any since Detachment convention. So let‘s get out there and continue to raise some money as
there are many kids that could use our help, remember the money we raise will go for a Michigan kid
and have a rainbow fun filled day.

Alternate NEC Chairman Greg Price (2nd from right) joins others in front of American
Huey 803 at the 87th Annual Memorial Day Parade in Dearborn, MI. This helicopter
flew in Vietnam 1964-1965.

Sons of The American Legion
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VA & R

EARL RUTTKOFSKY

As the Veterans Administration and Rehabilitation Chairman, I would like for everyone one to know the description of this job.
Number one is to help and work with the
American Legion on VA & R issues within
our state. Second is to look at and help the
VA hospitals and homes with their needs
for the patients in those facilities. Third is
to get Representatives and Deputy Reps in
all our VA facilities that are all certified.
Fourth is to keep abreast of all the issues
that are coming out of government that
concerns our veterans and their families
and make sure that they know about them.
In the next part of my report are some of
the concerns that The American Legion
has.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

eruttkofsky9771@aol.com

Of special concern to the Legion is the socalled ―disabled veteran tax‖ or
―concurrent receipt‖ practice, which offsets veterans‘ retirement pay with the
amount of disability pay they are receiving. ―Both retirement pay and disability
benefits are well and truly earned, and
both should be awarded fully. To do otherwise is shameful,‖ American Legion National Commander Jimmy Foster said.
While acknowledging the recent, unprecedented increase in VA funding ($125 billion), the American Legion is requesting
additional monies for the agency, mostly
to support improved medical care, research and facilities. But the Legion is also
offering Congress a suggestion that, if
enacted, would help to offset any VA
budget increase.
Legion leaders point to the fact that more
than half the veteran population served by
VA is eligible for Medicare benefits. Yet VA
is not authorized to collect third-party
reimbursement from Medicare (or Medicaid) for health services provided to vet-

DAVE MENNEL

erans that have no connection to their
military service.
Among other items of concern to The
American Legion are deficiencies in the
Post-9/11 GI Bill. Improvements can be
made, the Legion says, by broadening eligibility for benefits to members of reserve
units and the National Guard, as well as
expanding the list of VA-approved institutions to include vocational schools and
those offering online and distance learning
curricula.
Peter Gaytan, executive director of The
American Legion in Washington, sums up
the organization‘s view. ―Realistically, the
new Congress may be hard pressed to find
a non-partisan agenda that all its members can agree on. But why not try to
bridge that chasm by agreeing to honor
our nation‘s veterans, not only by maintaining their current benefits but improving them as well?‖

davidmennel@yahoo.com

Hello everyone, hope that you all had a great summer. Now is the time to get back to work for our
Legion Family. Our membership is our life blood of our organization, without it we cannot exist. By
now all squadrons should have sent in their officers list to Department and should have received
their membership cards. There should not be any zeros for membership at this point. All squadron
officers should have paid their dues and the chairman should have sent them in to Department. It
is very important that you do not hold back any membership dues; please send them in as soon as
possible. Squadrons that have not sent in an officers list by September will receive a call as to
why not. It is the job of your Zone Commanders and me to help in any way we can so please contact us with any issues. Hope to see many of you at Fall Conference in September!
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ANDRE SVACHA

asvacha@hotmail.com

Fall Conference.
Specific Disaster Recovery Information

Since being appointed to this chairmanship I have spent some time on the National website learning what part we play
in helping with homeland security. I plan
on having a table at Fall Conference that
will be loaded with information on how to
prepare for a national, state or local disaster. These items have been on order for
2 months, I still have not received anything
but am keeping out hope that I will before

This month I would like to spotlight some
specific information on how to quickly
recover from a disaster. The following link
to a FEMA website http://www.fema.gov/
rebuild/recover/after.shtm will give information dealing with the most common
disasters all of us may have to deal with at
one time or another.
Listen to Local Officials
Learn about the emergency plans that
have been established in your area by
your state and local government. In any
emergency, always listen to the instructions given by local emergency management officials. Usually, rolling blackouts

ALTERNATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN / PDC 3 GREG PRICE
munities. The 1st and 16th Districts held a
Zone Picnic which brought the Detroit and
Downriver posts together for an enjoyable
day of horse-shoes and barbequing. Many
chapters of the Legion Riders have also
been hosting events across our state.
Those have helped in the needs of numerous organizations, and have also supported
many of the programs that help our veterans.
It has only been a short while since our
convention, but there have been many activities that have happened during these
warm summer days. Many posts and districts have held picnics within their com-

Some of the help from the events have
helped homeless men and women veterans
along with their families. Other help has
supported PTSD programs, and Child Wel-

occur when power usage increases, especially during hot weather when many people are using air conditioning to keep cool.
Power companies try to give a warning
when they will turn off power to an area,
but they cannot always do that. For further information on how to plan and prepare for blackouts as well as what to do
during and after a blackout, visit the
American Red Cross website.
Always keep mind full of what is going on
around you, as there are some many ways
of our nation being attacked, like even a
large amount of beans being bought by a
farmer, or any other type of bomb building
material. You never know when something
that can seem harmless, really is not. With
the tenth anniversary of nine eleven
around the corner, we can never let our
guard down.

grinnerman@msn.com

fare programs that benefit the children
with their hopes and their dreams.
We, Sons, continue to show our great pride
with being a part of this Legion family, and
with the effort that we all put toward fulfilling the ideas that are in our preamble. I
truly am proud that we continue to show
how important the priceless heritage is
that we all possess. Let us carry on with
the endeavor in making others happy and
supporting our God and Country.
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PICTURES FROM WILWIN LODGE
LEFT: Wilwin Lodge getting prepared for an open house event held July 16, 2011.

RIGHT: A group of SAL members join together for a picture during the Wilwin
Open House.

LEFT: (L-R) Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville, Auxiliary President
Carrie Bowerman, Wilwin donor Bob Considine, Department Commander Dick
Chatman & Auxiliary State Junior President get together for a picture.

RIGHT: (L-R) SAL Detachment Adjutant Sandy Lipman and Squadron 233 Steve
Cobble. Steve and his wife, Laurie, generously donated $12,000 to Wilwin
Lodge.
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ROGER DEES

Two issues that you need to contact your
Representatives about:
1. Caregiver‘s Assistance Program:
The House Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on Health met recently to hear testimony from witnesses on how well the
Department of Veterans Affairs is implementing benefits for its caregivers assistance program. The subcommittee's
chair, Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle of New York,
said in her opening remarks that, at a
hearing four months ago, "it was clear to
me that VA must go back and address
deficiencies with the department's initial
implementation plan, particularly the
strict eligibility requirement, and get this
important program up and running."
In response, VA modified its eligibility
requirements and published an interim
final rule (IFR) on May 5 to speed up rulemaking process so that benefits could be
issued. At the beginning of July, VA began
sending payments to eligible families and

rdees29@comcast.net

has provided a point of contact for caregivers. According to a July 11 article in
the Military Times, VA had approved 182
applications and had 1,259 more in process; up to 3,600 families could be eligible
for the benefits. One witness at the hearing, Debbie Schulz of Friendswood, Texas,
said the application process for caregiver
benefits is one of the easiest and least
stressful to process. Schulz has been
caring full time for her son, who suffered
severe brain injuries in 2005 from an IED
explosion while serving with the Marines
in Iraq.
"We appreciate the fact that VA has gotten the ball rolling on caregiver benefits,
and that the application process is relatively worry-free," said Verna Jones, director of The American Legion's Veterans
Affairs & Rehabilitation Division. "But we
are concerned that VA has set a 40-hourper-week cap on those benefits.‖ Jones
said it isn't uncommon for caregivers to
spend 50, 60 or more hours per week
tending to their loved ones. "Being a fulltime caregiver isn't the same as a 9-to-5
job," she said. "If someone is completely
dependent on you for their well-being, you
can't just punch in and punch out whenever you feel like it."
Another concern the Legion has with the
caregivers assistance program is how it
is being implemented across the country.
In one case a caregiver said, a VA medical
center assigned a new clinician to evalu-

ate a servicemember and caregiver's
eligibility benefits who was not their primary-care physician the veteran had
never seen that provider, who had no
background on his injuries and illnesses
to make the clinical determination. There
is a lot of inconsistency that needs to be
addressed and improved. The American
Legion has recommended that VA create e
-flyers and share caregiver program information with its 2,000 accredited veteran‘s service officers across the country. The American Legion service officers
meet with veterans who file claims every
day and are willing to provide information
to veterans and their family members on
their eligibility for caregiver benefits. The
American Legion has invited Debbie Amdur, VA's chief consultant at its Care Management and Social Work Office and who
leads VA's caregiver program, to speak at
the Legion's national convention in Minneapolis.
2. Cutting OSC Budget:
A bill being considered by the House of
Representative threatens to cut $1.5 million from the Office of Special Counsel
(OSC) budget for fiscal 2012. OSC plays a
key role in prosecuting cases of discrimination against veterans by federal agencies, under provisions of the Uniformed
Services Employment and Reemployment
Act (USERRA). The proposed legislation,
the Financial Services and General Government Appropriations Act (H.R. 2434),
(Continued on page 15)

Need Legion Family Supplies?
Go to National Emblem Sales online at: www.emblem.legion.org
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- continued

(Continued from page 14)

was introduced July 7 by Rep. Jo Ann Emerson of Missouri. It would provide OSC
with about $18 million in funding, rather
than the $19.5 million requested by the
Obama administration.
The American Legion sent a letter to Emerson on July 13, urging her to support
full funding for OSC. "If OSC is not fully
funded," the letter said, "it will have to
work short-handed, will not be able to
achieve the high corrective action rate
obtained in previous years, and will take
longer to resolve cases ...." During 20052007, OSC handled more than 450 veterans discrimination cases and achieved a
corrective action rate of 26 percent.

"That's an exceptionally high rate of success for federal employment cases," said
Joe Sharpe, the Legion's Economic Division director who wrote the letter sent to
Emerson. "OSC's outstanding performance will be jeopardized if it doesn't get
proper funding. Cases will take more time
to be resolved, and more veterans are
going to suffer from unemployment."
Currently, the Department of Labor takes
the lead in attempting to resolve veterans'
discrimination claims against federal
agencies under USERRA provisions. If a
resolution can't be reached, the cases are
referred to OSC for prosecution. The
American Legion places a high value on
OSC's services because it helps veterans
regain the federal jobs they left to serve
in the military. It is imperative that veter-

Sons of The American Legion:
Preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation‘s children, caring
for veterans and their families, and teaching the
fundamentals of good citizenship.

ans who leave federal agencies to fight
for America be given the necessary tools
and resources to get their jobs back.
Further consideration of H.R. 2434, which
has been approved by the House Committee on Appropriations, has been postponed until after the August recess.
For more info on what is happening check the Sons of The American
Legion‘s Website for Legislative Commission updates. The web site is: http://
www.sal.legion.org/commissions/
legislative/index.htm
Check out the
legislative web site for information to
keep you informed regarding the activities
of the Commission and legislation affecting our Veterans and Country.

Sons of The American Legion
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CHAPLAIN

DANNY J. POOLE

cool.poole@att.net

dent and to seek to develop an environment within which Sons are encouraged in
their personal and collective moral and
spiritual growth. We are to remind all
Americans that God is the source of all
rights and privileges.

The Purpose of the Chaplaincy
The chaplaincy has many purposes. One of
which is to help persons grow in their
relationship with God and one another. We
also serve as a reminder of the transcen-

NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMITTEE

The Sons of The American Legion is a
comprehensive in nature embracing all
religions, faiths and denominations within
its ranks. The chaplaincy, being nondenominational and non-sectarian, wishes to
minister to the spiritual affiliation or nonaffiliation.

GERALD HAMMERSCHMIDT

"George Learns The Pledge" - An animated
feature explaining the meaning behind the
Pledge of Allegiance.

That being said we have the ability to educate our youth about the Flag. For Which
It Stands is a good way to educate the
youth on Flag education. For Which It
Stands is a DVD about the history of the
Flag of the United States, the significance
and meaning of our flag and respecting

"Service to God and Country"

Chaplains seek to minister to people
wherever there is a need. For many, chap-

and caring for our flag.

No matter when or what time of year it is,
flag education is still important to all of
us. We cannot forget our mission to educate the youth of our country about the
flag.

lains are only ministers they will ever
know as they have no affiliation with a
church, synagogue, or other religious
institutions. The role of the chaplain is
ever increasing due to the aging of our
membership. Each Son should be alert to
the physical and spiritual needs of their
comrades. The Chaplain should be notified
when there is a death, illness, or special
concern in the membership. At that point
the chaplain should provide all ministry
and service available.

"Rally 'Round The Flag" - Students ask a
flag expert about specific ways to care
for and respect the flag and are given the
opportunity to play the "Flag Quiz" game.
The "Flag Timeline" activity allows students to learn more about the history of
our flag and the rationale behind its design
Here are a few other ways to educate our
youth, all of these and the For Which It
Stands DVD are available at The American Legion Emblem Sales: Let’s Be
Right on Flag Etiquette, a 16-page
"question & answer" booklet on proper

flag etiquette. Flag Code illustrates and
describes the correct way to display the
American flag, and Our Country's Flag
comic book.
The Flag Replacement Post Card allows
you to anonymously tell others how to
dispose of their flag. As a symbol of our
nation, the U.S. Flag belongs to the people,
who should be given the power to protect
it. All of these books and pamphlets and
the For Which It Stands DVD can be
found thru The American Legion Emblem
Sales.
To answer the questions you have about
flag, you can go to the American Legion
website and click on the U.S. Flag.
The web site is http://www.legion.org/
flag/questions_answers.
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VA & R 1ST PLACE AWARD—SQUADRON 258, GRAND RAPIDS

continued on page 20
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VA & R 1ST PLACE AWARD—SQUADRON 258, GRAND RAPIDS

continued from page 19
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AMERICANISM 1ST PLACE AWARD—SQUADRON 287, CEDAR SPRINGS
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SQUADRON OF THE YEAR, MAURICE L. MICHAEL AWARD—SQUADRON 287, CEDAR SPRINGS

continued on page 20
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SQUADRON OF THE YEAR, MAURICE L. MICHAEL AWARD—SQUADRON 287, CEDAR SPRINGS
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SQUADRON OF THE YEAR, MAURICE L. MICHAEL AWARD—SQUADRON 287, CEDAR SPRINGS
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WINNING ENTRY - SON OF THE YEAR 2011

6/3/11
Our nominee for Son of the Year for 2011 has done an outstanding job representing our
squadron this year. He’s made every meeting and performed all duties of his elected position as Adjutant. In addition he has served our Community, State, and Nation by volunteering his time for numerous activities throughout the year.
He has been present and working hard at all our SAL fundraisers which in turn have helped
us make multiple donations to Make a Wish, Children’s Miracle Network, Child Welfare,
and many others. He has also spent at least 26 hours working at and around the Post on
beautification projects. He has served our Veterans and Community by working over 1304
hours calling in the Bingo Hall and in the kitchen making food for those events. He’s
spent 117 hours working at various dinners and parties that have taken place within the Legion Family. He spent 48 hours in the fall and spring as an election volunteer. He’s
worked 415 hours serving senior citizens in the community. With his other functions such
as bake sales, funeral luncheons, festivals, and working poker fundraisers, he’s put in another 136 hours.
In closing, this nominee has truly taken his role as a Son of the American Legion to heart.
He marches in all the parades, works hard for Children and Youth, Veterans, and our Community at large as illustrated by his over 2050 hours of volunteer service. He is certainly
deserving of this award.
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Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming and Ongoing Events
8/19/11 – Desert Angel Fundraiser - THIS FRIDAY in ORTONVILLE!!! Down on the farm!! Grab your boots, grab your hat, hop on your horse!!!
Yeee Haaa!! Let's have some fun!!!
DIAMOND M STABLES CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS CONCERT IN THE BARN WITH 4 TIME GRAMMY WINNER MICHAEL RENO HARREL at 8:00 P.M.
HOSTED BY BOB MARSHALL. Performing singer and songwriter . www.bobmarshallmusic.com. DIAMOND M STABLES, 3368 Breezewood Ct.,
Ortonville, MI 48462. Bring your lawn chair. Tickets are $12.00 each and can be purchased at the door. A portion of the proceeds from this
event will go to The Desert Angels who pack and mail ‗Miracle‘ Boxes to our servicemen and women oversees. http://TheDesertAngel.org.
Michael Reno Harrell is an award winning songwriter, as well as a veteran storyteller and entertainer, and he‘s from the South… the Southern Appalachian Mountains to hone it a bit finer. Michael's recordings have for years received and continue to garner awards in Country,
Americana and Folk circles. His humor and wit, as well as the emotional depth of his work, keep his fan base growing and staying tuned in for
whatever comes next. Don‘t miss the chance to experience what those faithful fans keep returning again and again to enjoy.
WWW.MichaelReno.com. For ticket information contact: bobmarshallmusic@aol.com
8/20/11 – Post 154 Wyoming - ELVIS IS ALIVE AND AT POST 154!!! Come join the fun 6:00pm for drinks, 6:30pm for dinner. Let your inner
Elvis out! Dress like Elvis or the 50‘s. For more information, contact americanlegionpost154@yahoo.com
8/20/11 – Post 28 Grand Haven – Hot dog cooking competition, 3-6pm. $20 per team to compete for the most unique award winning hot
dog. For more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com
8/20/11 – Post 462 White Pine - Steak Dinner benefit for the Legion. The ―Easy Money‖ band will be playing for the dinner. The band will
probably start at 8 or 9 PM. Mark is donating their time for the veterans! Dan Floyd and the Dry Dock crew will be grilling outside. Guests
will serve themselves, but Aux Ladies will supervise salad stuff and steaks. Large prizes on 100 square board (probably $5 or $10/ticket).
50/50 drawing. Some door prizes to be drawn out of the 50/50. For more information, contact Philip at ptegner@yahoo.com
8/20/11 – Desert Angel Packing - 10:00 am on the EAST Side McNeil Chiropractic Packing Party -McNeil Chiropractic Office 22 & Hayes,
Macomb Twp. Help the Desert Angels Send Goodies to OUR TROOPS and our MILITARY WORKING DOGS!! Collecting pocket foods, breakfast
items, snacks,personal hygiene products, toys for the children, and things to keep our men & women cool....dark socks & boxer shorts (size
small)Waterless Dog Shampoo Paw or Nose Salve, K-9 Ear Cleaner, K-9 Eye Drops,Large Kong Toys, Large Rope Toys, Silicone Dog
Brushes,LOTS of COFFEE, Hot Chocolate, dry drink mixes, Tea, Dry Gator Aid, Tang Flavored Dry Creamer, Instant Foods, Instant Breakfast,
Breakfast Bars, Cereal, Oatmeal, Granola Bars, Pop Tarts, Beef Jerky, Nuts, Hard Candy, Gum, Rice Krispy Treats, Dried Fruit, Baby Wipes
Cash Donation- FOR POSTAGE. Always collecting cards & letters of Hope & Encouragement for Our Troops serving our GREAT country! Bring
your family in & pack a few boxes for the Soldiers! We would LOVE to send YOUR loved one a Miracle Box. Please make sure we have their
address! For more information contact desertangel4u@gmail.com
8/21/11 – Post 42 Charlotte - On Sunday August 21st there will be a press conference with our National Commander at our Post. He will be
arriving at approx 1:45 PM. The Commander and the 200-300 or more motorcycles will be coming to Charlotte on the Legacy Scholarship Run
for the Children of Killed while serving veteran's after 9/11. The motorcycles will follow and should roll in at 2:30 PM. All Legion persons are
invited. If you wish to help there are many ways. We need fuel station attendants to help with the bikes to keep the flow going. We could certainly use groups on overpasses holding flags and banners, not just in our area but from the state line to Charlotte. The timeline can be calculated at 70 miles an hour back from Charlotte at 2:30PM. Any contact information can be email to me at tom@tttbeads.com or my cell
(Continued on page 25)
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(Continued from page 24)

number is 517 488 4740. There will also be food available at a cost in our Legion and our Legacy Tee Shirts will be for sale. Any help is appreciated and advance notice is best. Post 42 Address 1000W. Lawrence Ave Charlotte, MI 48813. Thank You Tom Howard ALR Director Post
42 Charlotte.
8/24/11 – Post 569 Stevensville – Hot beef/turkey dinner, 4:30-7:30pm. For more information, contact post568@att.net
8/27/11 - EAST SIDE Desert Angels Packing Party - - Saturday Aug. 27th
9:30 am - 11:30 am Place - American Legion Hall, Cass Ave, Utica (Place is Subject to change. Confirm at www.thedesertangel.org and click on
"Events" or call 586/532-8851)
9/4/11 – Post 49 South Haven - Legion Summerfest 2011 and Veterans Wall Dedication at 1:00 pm. Burgers, dogs and corn on the cob and
other goodies, come for the fellowship stay for the sunset. For more information, contact Rodney Tolbert at rodtgoblue@yahoo.com
9/11/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids – Golf outing, $70 fee includes range ball, golf w/ cart, dinner, and two drink tickets. Tee off at 10am. To
sign up or for more information, contact Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com
9/16-18/11 – Department Fall Conference. Troy Marriott. For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com
9/17/11 – Post 568 Stevensville – End of summer fling dinner. Barbecue chicken, corn, naked beans, and cole slaw. $8. For more information, contact post568@att.net
9/24/11 – Post 208 Grand Rapids – 80‘s Night. Tickets will be $8.00, with reserved seating only. All proceeds will go to our MOM‘s fund.
Tickets go on sale September 3rd, 1st come, 1st served in the Clubroom. For more information, contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
9/24/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids - 3:00 pm – Legionnaire‘s ―Fall in for Chow‖ – PIG ROAST&CHICKEN– OPEN TO THEPUBLIC – 50/50‘s –
Karaoke begins at 7:00 pm
9/29/11 – Post 179 Grandville – Whitetails Unlimited Banquet. Games/Raffles & Social Hour - 5:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner - 6:30 p.m. This is a
Banquet to die for. Prizes are out of this world, food is given a 5 star. No Hunter would want to miss this one. Contact: American Legion
Post 179 @ 616-453-9861
10/1/11 – Post 208 Grand Rapids - Legion Steak Fry & ―The Big Dogs‖ Band. For more information, contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
10/7-8/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids –Pulaski Days Celebration. 12pm-2am each day. Come down for great Polish food, fellowship, great music, and just a generally great time! For more information, contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com
10/15/11 – Post 208 Grand Rapids - OMELET BREAKFAST, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon. MOM‟s (Mothers of Military) is cooking up another fantastic
breakfast. This time it‟s ―ANY WAY YOU WANT IT OMELET‖. For $7.00 you will receive a large omelet, hash browns and toast (white or wheat).
(Continued on page 26)

Omelets will be ―made to order‖ with a variety of fixins‟ to choose from. Please bring your family and friends to help us raise money to get
care packages out to our deployed troops. Following the breakfast, it‘s GAME DAY. U of M vs MSU party thrown by the SONs. . For more
information, contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
10/22/11 – Post 569 Stevensville – Oktoberfest dinner. For more information, contact post568@att.net
Ongoing Events
Every Monday - Post 326 Sterling Heights - Bingo is held every MONDAY MORNING starting at 10:30 A.M. with an early bird game at 10:15. It is
a paper bingo only, thereby saving the players about $20.00 as opposed to an electronic bingo session. Charity game tickets and a progressive pot are available. The bingo is held at the STERLING PLAZA CENTER on the N.W. corner of M-59/Schoennher Rd by the Pier One Imports
store. For more information, contact Michael Welicki at iggsterw1@yahoo.com
Every Monday – Post 94 Cadillac - TACO day on mon $1.25each. For more information, contact Ritchie Harris at sodaredpopguy@yahoo.com
Every Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday – Post 459 Grand Rapids - Karaoke every Tuesday (7-11), Friday (8-12) and Saturday (8-12). For more
information, contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com
Every Tuesday – Post 462 White Pine – Trivia Contest, 7pm. For more information, contact Philip Tegner at pbtegner@gmail.com
Every Wednesday – Post 28 Grand Haven – Dinner night, 5pm. For menu or more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com
Every Wednesday – Post 94 Cadillac - Burgers on the grill. 5-8pm, For more information, contact Ritchie Harris at sodaredpopguy@yahoo.com
Every Friday – Post 6 Holland – Dinner night. For menu or more information, contact jeff Landaal at lan_doo@hotmail.com
Every Friday – Post 28 Grand Haven – Burger night, 6pm. For menu or more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com
Every Friday – Post 48 Grand Ledge – Burger night, 6-8pm. For menu or more information, contact streamfisher@comcast.net
Every Friday – Post 4 Mt. Clemens - from 4pm till 7pm or until we run out we are serving
3pc Chicken Dinner - Potato - Vegetable - Roll and Butter for $5.00. For more information, contact alrider4@mtclemensamericanlegionpost4.com
Every Friday – Post 94 Cadillac - AYCE COD supper for $ 8.00. For more information, contact Ritchie Harris at sodaredpopguy@yahoo.com
Every Friday – Post 4 Mt. Clemens - we are having Pulled Pork Sandwich w/ French Fries for $3.00 from 1pm till we run out! For more information, contact alrider4@mtclemensamericanlegionpost4.com
Every Saturday – Post 4 Mt. Clemens - from 7pm to 11pm is Juke Box Saturday Night with free Pool Table. For more information, contact
alrider4@mtclemensamericanlegionpost4.com

This list will continue to be maintained by Brad Koch (SAL #459) and sent out to all who have email and are on the list (email me to
get on the list) at the beginning of each month. This can be for any Legion Family event so please feel free to add events from your
Post by emailing the information to me at bkoch1991@gmail.com. This document is also on the www.michiganlegion.org website on
the right side, click on Events Calendar. It is also on http://www.michalaux.org/ , left hand side. It will be updated on the website
each Thursday.
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Editors: Brad Koch & Joe Hollomon
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Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter
DETACHMENT COMMANDER

DWAINE VERVILLE

dverville22@yahoo.com

nel, to magically increase
membership. It is every
member‟s responsibility to
get their squadron‟s membership paid. We would like
to achieve an all time high
this year and I know we can
do this if everyone works
together.
We are already into the holiday season! It does not
seem that long ago that we
were in Troy for the Fall
Conference. Now with the
Fall N.E.C. and two district
tours in the books we must
now increase our efforts on
MEMBERSHIP before the end
of the year.

Inside this issue:

A PRICELESS HERITAGE

Keeping good records of
your squadrons donations
and hours of service will aid
in filling out the Consolidated
Squadron Report at the end
of the year. We know by talking to the squadrons that not
all the hours are reported
and the totals at the end of
the year are way less than
they should be.

to visit a veteran and their
family whether at home or in
a nursing home /hospital. It
will not only make them feel
better but will have the same
effect on us.
My Special Project is the
Veterans Homes/ Grand
Rapids & Jacobetti. The
money will be only used for
the special things the residents need or want and are
not furnished. We do not
want to forget these HEROES.
I, along with my wife, Sue,
would like to wish everyone
a MERRY CHRISTMAS &
HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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We cannot expect our membership chairman, Dave Me-

During the Christmas season
let‟s all make an extra effort

Next S.A.L. Target Membership Date:
December 14, 2011 : 45%

Find us online at:
http://michiganlegion.org/pages/sons.html

Four Chaplains
Upcoming Events
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RODNEY TOLBERT

rodtgoblue@yahoo.com

squadron. Help your districts by going to a
district meeting; I am sure you will learn
something to take back to your squadron. I
hope to see the district officers and squadron members at the Winter Conference in
Flint, you will be glad you attended.

Greetings SAL and Legion family, I have
enjoyed myself so much visiting all the
posts I have been to. Great to see the
squadrons helping the posts and the communities they live in - way to go SAL. We
still have a few squadrons with no officers
list in; please get these in as soon as possible.
It is up to us all to help the squadrons
with membership and fundraisers for the
post, American Legion programs, and our
communities, please join in and help your

HOMELAND SECURITY

I would like to thank Commander Dwaine
Verville for asking me to be his Public Relations Chairman. My Public Relations article
is included later in this newsletter.
I had a learning and rewarding time with
the Commander and his wife Sue. Wendy
and I have enjoyed the 10th District and
18th District tours, the people, and
the posts have made us feel at home; I
thank you. I can see all the help the SAL is
doing at their posts keep it up guys. A big
thank you to 4th Zone Commander Earl
Lash, 3rd Zone Commander Butch Maxwell,
and 18th District Commander Mike Boughner for showing us around the posts on
their tours. I also appreciated Sandy and

ANDRE SVACHA

With Thanksgiving and Christmas around
the corner don't let a veteran spend it
alone. Visit a veteran in your hometown or
at veterans home or VA, let them know
you thank them for their time serving our
great nation. If you have any questions for
me please feel free to call me anytime, I
love to hear from you. Thank a veteran
every day. We are here because of them;
let‟s not forget that. Stay strong SAL.
RODNEY TOLBERT GO BLUE

asvacha@hotmail.com

sponses; and Get Involved.

The Ready Campaign is encouraging
Americans to take simple steps to prepare including: Get a Kit; Make a Plan; Be
Informed about the different types of
emergencies and their appropriate re-

Kim Lipman making sure that I did not get
lost on the 18th District tour when I was
with NEC Alternate Greg Price, (he was
teaching me about leadership school.) A
big thank you to Carvin Chapman and
Squadron 377 for all the fund raising work
they do for their post, and the great time
he showed me.

As military veterans we understand the
value of readiness, said Marty Conatser,
National Commander of The American
Legion. As a country at war, it just makes
good sense for every family to have a
disaster plan and readiness kit with three
days of food and supplies to survive potential natural disasters or terrorist
caused catastrophic events.
We cannot stress enough the importance
of being prepared for all types of emer-

gencies, from natural disasters to terrorist attacks, said Department of Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff.
Having a plan can make all the difference,
as the recent flooding and ice storms
across the country have shown. The time
for individuals, families and businesses to
plan is now, and to resolve to make readiness a priority for 2011.
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Upcoming 3rd District Meetings -All meetings start at 1pm.
January 8
March 4
May 6

Post 53 Hillsdale
Post 360 Reading
Post 298 Battle Creek

Upcoming 4th District Meetings -All meetings will have service officers
school at 11:00am, luncheon 12:30pm & meeting at 2:00pm
January 8
March 4
May 6

Post 568 Stevensville
Post 223 Constantine
Post 345 Baroda

Upcoming 18th District Meetings - All meetings: 1st Thursday of month at 7:30 pm
December 1
January 5
February 2
March 12
April 5
May 3

Post 374 Berkley
Post 354 Madison Heights
Post 377 Chief Pontiac
Post 224 Wixom (officer nominations)
Post 216 Milford (officer nominations)
Post 233 Lake Orion (officer elections)

ALL MEETING NFORMATION ON THIS PAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONFIRM DATES AND LOCATIONS PRIOR
TO MAKING TRAVEL PLANS
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PICTURES FROM N.E.C. COMMANDERS /ADJUTANTS SCHOOL, INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Left: Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville and his wife
Sue attend Awards Breakfast

Right: Zack Pendell receives his certificate from National
Commander, Jim Roberts.

Left: Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville receives his
certificate from National Commander, Jim Roberts.

MAKE-A-WISH

PETE MILLER

hopee30979@aol.com

As the Chairman for Make-A-Wish, I have an up-to-date list of donations for the year end recap of 2011:
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 179, $500; American Legion Auxiliary Unit 253, $ 75; American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 32, $ 1,600; American Legion Post 491, $ 747; Sons of The American Legion Detachment $ 1,000; Sons of
The American Legion Squadron 514, $ 250; Sons of The American Legion Squadron 108, $ 2,073.17; Sons of
The American Legion Squadron 298, $ 16,000; Sons of The American Legion Squadron 216, $ 200; Sons of The
American Legion Squadron 233, $ 500; Sons of The American Legion Squadron 374, $ 200; Sons of The
American Legion Squadron 557, $ 9,000; Sons of The American Legion 18th District, $ 150; Sons of The
American Legion Squadron 459, $ 400; for a 2011 total to Make-A-Wish of $ 32,920.17. What a great job by the
American Legion family in the state of Michigan.
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HARLEY “BUTCH” MAXWELL

Hello, I am the 3rd Zone SAL Commander
Harley Maxwell, better known as Butch. I
will be trying to visit all squadrons in the
Zone as soon as possible. I have visited a
few already, but have not traveled outside
the 18th District yet.
If you have any special things going on in
your squadron meetings that you would
like help with please give me a call, I will
try to make it. I will try to make it to as
many squadron meetings as I can. If there
are any events at your post please let me

butch2460@comcast.net

know I will also try to make it to them if
possible.
Our Detachment Commander‟s special
project is Veterans Homes. I would like to
challenge squadrons in my zone to match
the funds that I raise at a fundraiser I will
be putting on in the spring. If not as a
squadron, maybe as a group you could
match my funds. I will also be asking for
donations when the time comes. I would
also like to challenge all other zones in the
state to raise more funds than the 3 rd

DETACHMENT ADJUTANT’S THOUGHTS AND NEWS SANDY LIPMAN

VA&R: 90 Registered VAVS Representatives;327,333 total volunteer hours with
15,873 visits and $1.694,024 in cash and
gifts;9,121 hours and $78,465 to the Fisher
House;10,011 hours with $51,972 to the
Family Support Network.

We, as your Sons, would like to present
you with the Highlights of the 2011 S.A.L.
Accomplishments throughout our great
Nation: Membership 344,367 in 5,859

Please remember to keep that membership going with new members and retain
the members we already have. Please
contact me with any thing you need. Cell
248-467-9295 after 4:30 please e-mail
butch2460@comcast.net.

sandylipman95@hotmail.com

Squadrons within 53 Detachments.

The Preamble for the Sons begins with
these words: "Proud possessors of a
priceless heritage, we male descendants
of veterans of the Great Wars, associate
ourselves together as " Sons Of The
American Legion " for the following purposes : " And later states: "to adopt in
letter and spirit all of the great principles
for which the American Legion stands."

Zone for the commander‟s special project.

Children and Youth: Single largest Contributor to The CWF with $392,170 and
36.550 hours of service; $139,109 and
15,898 hours to Special Olympics, $90.010
and 6,357 hours to CMN. Also $809,645
and 80,684 hours to other C&Y programs
for a total of $1,320,441 and 167,735 service hours.
Americanism: Just a few highlights, 661
Boys State Representatives at a cost of
$166.471, 8,775 Color Guard Appearances,
676 American Legion Baseball Teams
sponsored; $50,177 in support of Scouting;
1,177 flags presented; 9,094 flag retirement ceremonies; $41,607 to the N.E.F. as

well as many other programs with a total
of $2,006,492 and 615,893 hours of service in support of Americanism projects.
Your Sons are definitely Proud Possessors and dedicated workers who do
"foster and perpetuate a true Spirit of
Americanism" and will continue the quest
" to assist and carry on for God and Country." We are here for you, the veterans
and your families. Just say the word and
we will be there for whatever you may
need.
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JERRY LYNCH

I would like to bring you greetings from
the 5th Zone, (Upper Peninsula of Michigan). Fall is now winding down and we are
preparing for winter. The gun deer season
has begun and many of us Yoopers will be
heading for the woods to pursue those big
bucks. As many of you know that live in the
U.P. this can be the busiest time of the
year and for many of us the first snow is
now on the ground and will have to be
dealt with today.
It is a great honor for me to serve as your
5th Zone Commander and I will do everything I can to insure that we will have a
great year. My father, Donald Lynch
earned my eligibility to be a member of
the Sons of The American Legion by giving
his life for his country in Italy during World
War II. As always we must recognize the
sacrifices of those who gave so much on
Veterans Day. I spent the morning at our
local high school and the afternoon with
veterans.
I would like to congratulate our Commander, Dwaine Verville on his election,
(its about time Dwaine), and promise him a
great year. The Sons of The American Legion will remain a very important part of
the American Legion.
As 5th Zone Commander this year I would
like to accomplish some specific things:

jlynch@dreamscp.com

#1. Reach our membership goal
While the 5th Zone is in 1st place now, I know
this race has just begun and to finish in
first place will take a lot of work and
phone calls. Guys, if you fall behind expect
to hear from me.
#2. Step Up
I believe we need to spend much more
time with our squadrons in convincing
people to step up and attend District
meetings and become much more involved
with the organization. I know we have
great leadership in our squadrons and we
need to encourage these people to become more involved. This will not only help
the SAL but will also help The American
Legion. Being a part of the Detachment
newspaper would also help.
#3. Programs
While the SAL is in itself a program of The
American Legion, we have a large investment in the other programs. I have always
been involved in the Boys State Program
and American Legion Baseball. I CAN TELL
YOU THAT BOTH THESE PROGRAMS ARE
FAILING TO DO A GOOD JOB FOR THE YOUTH
IN MICHIGAN. We can and should do way
better. Boys‟ State had more citizens at
the fist session 75 years ago then it will
this next year. For the first time that I
know of we will not be able to provide
transportation from the U.P. This has been

a great thing for The American Legion but I
fear in the next few years it will be gone.
I‟m asking the membership of the SAL to
become more involved in this and demand
better.
I have been involved in American Legion
Baseball in Michigan for over 20 years and
this is the first year I will not register my
team the Mid-County Mavericks. While we
have tried for the past several years to
improve this program we still have not
gained. The Department of Michigan is
happy to have some 40 teams when we
could have several hundred teams. I believe we should involve as many youth as
we can in these programs and not just
cater to the best.
My message is simple, all I ask is for more
members of the SAL to get more involved,
ask questions, and demand that we do a
better job in the future. If we work a little
harder we can gain and truly become the
greatest veteran‟s organization.
There remain many Legion Posts in the
U.P. that still do not have a SAL squadron,
if you would be interested in helping me to
start or restart one please let me know.
Contact me at jlynch@dreamscp.com or
906-753-2323

Members of Legion Family 568 unveiled a monument to Vietnam era veterans
in May at their Post in Stevensville. (L-R): Ron Wyatt, Scott Barnes and Mark
Platte

Sons of The American Legion
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SAL Squadron 298 Battle Creek presents a $16,000 check to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Michigan for
their 2011 drive. Squadron 298 has contributed in excess of $125,000 in donations to this charity over the
past 15 years. Pictured in front row (L-R): Committee members Steve Hoffman, Paula Sookhai, Mike
Throckmorton, Chairman Ellie Andrus, Grand Rapids Rep. Marcie Titus, Back rown (L-R): Post Commander
Craig Miller, State Chairman for Make-A-Wish Pete Miller, and SAL 298 Finance Officer Louis Maddalena

PUBLIC RELATIONS

RODNEY TOLBERT


rodtgoblue@yahoo.com

U.S. citizens in general

HOW you relate to the public depends on
which public it is and what your message
is.

What is Public Relations?
As the name implies, Public Relations (PR)
requires that you relate to the public in
some manner. The question is, “What is a
„public‟ and how do we relate to it?” Several „publics‟ require our attention as PR
people. These include but are not limited
to:
 Our members
 The media
 Local & national elected officials
 Local community members

In a nutshell, PR is primarily about IMAGE,
and every member of the SAL plays a role
in communicating our image to the various publics to which we relate. The positive and negative things seen and heard at
every level of the organization affect people‟s perceptions of what the Sons of The
American Legion is and what we stand for.
Perception is reality for most people.
What is the image of the SAL ? It depends
on which public you ask. To some folks in
the general media, we are part of the
largest veterans organization in the world
and a source of information and assis-

tance concerning veterans issues. However, in some local communities the SAL
has no image at all because no community
programs are conducted.
I want to close this article by asking you
two simple but hard questions;



What is the image of your SAL squadron today?
What are you doing to improve the
image of your SAL squadron?

In future issues of this newsletter I hope
to continue to develop the concepts of
Public Relations and spark a conversation
on how we call can do a better job in this
area.
RODNEY TOLBERT GO BLUE
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WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS!
Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL
Detachment Newsletter? Email it to Brad Koch at
bkoch1991@gmail.com or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com .
We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible.

Sons of The American Legion
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2012 ANNUAL UPALP SUMMER CONVENTION - RON HOWARD - Nonesuch Post 462, White Pine, MI
Nonesuch Post 462 - P.O. Box 787 - White Pine, MI 49971
(906) 855-5851 - rehow@jamadots.com

The Summer Convention of the Upper Peninsula American Legion Posts will be held at the Nonesuch Post 462 in White Pine, MI, June 8 and 9,
2012. The information below will give you an overview of the events.
The most important item to help our post get started is for each post to assist by purchasing 1/4, 1/2 or full page ads in our convention
booklet. These ads are priced at $25, $50 and $100 respectively. Full page ads are approximately 4.5” x 7.5”. Please submit your desired
information in black and white. We will format the ads to fit in the booklet. If you have donations from businesses or individuals that are less
than $25, we will gladly accept them and give credit on a special page in the booklet. Make checks payable to: Nonesuch Post 462 - Summer
Convention using the address above.
We highly urge you to make your motel reservations EARLY, but no later than May 1, 2012. Please mention “Veterans Summer Convention” to
get the reduced rate. While the Konteka Black Bear Resort Motel has a few rooms within 5 minutes drive of Post 462, the AmericInn at Silver
City, has the most services and is only 4 miles away. There are several camping and RV sites located close to the Post.
The schedule of events below is tentative. Around February 2012, you will receive updated information on meeting locations. Please bring
your Post Colors for the Parade. Marty‟s Goldenaires will be the performing Drum and Bugle Corps. Friday night entertainment will be by
Mike Urbis Borderline Band, one of the best for dancing. If you have any questions please contact me at number listed above.
UPALP - 2012 SUMMER CONVENTION - AMERICAN LEGION POSTS PROGRAM

UPALP - 2012 SUMMER CONVENTION - AUXILIARY PROGRAM

FRIDAY, JUNE 8:
12:00 to 4 pm
4 pm to 6pm
6:15 pm
7pm
8pm (approx)

FRIDAY, JUNE 8:
12:00 to 4 pm
4 pm to 6pm
6:15 pm
7pm
8pm

9pm to 2:30 am
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
8am
9am to 10:30 am
10:30 am to Noon
Noon to 1:30 pm
1:30 pm
4:30 pm

Registration at Post 462
Pasty Dinner at Post 462
Flag Raising & Rifle Salute to the Fallen by O.C.V.A
Joint Opening Session at Post 462
Committee Meetings - 40 & 8 Petite Promenade Post 462
Borderline Band-Dancing & Entertainment-Post
462
Registration Continues - Committee Meetings Post 462
Service Officer School, SAL Meeting, UPAA AmericInn
11th &12th District Meetings - AmericInn
Past Zone Commanders Luncheon-Konteka or Lunch*
at Post 462
Association Meeting - Post 462
Parade Starts at White Pine Town Hall-Ends at Post
462
Social Hour - Post 462
Banquet - Post 462
Social - Post 462

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm
6:30 pm to 9 pm
9 pm to 2:30 am
*Lunch: Beef on a Bun, Chips & Soda - $5.00

9pm to 2:30 am
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
8am
9:30 am
10:30 am
11 am
12:30 pm
4:30 pm

Registration at Post 462
Pasty Dinner at Post 462
Flag Raising & Rifle Salute to the Fallen by O.C.V.A
Joint Memorial Service - Post 462
Auxiliary Membership Rally - Konteka Conference
Room
Borderline Band-Dancing & Entertainment-Post
462
Registration Continues - Post 462
District Meetings - White Pine Electric Conf. Room
U.P. Assoc. Meeting - White Pine Electric. Conf. Room
Joint Meeting & Officers Installation - White Pine
Electric Conf. Room
Past Presidents Lunch - W.P. Conf. Room or Lunch* at Post 462
Parade Starts at White Pine Town Hall-Ends at Post
462
Social Hour - Post 462
Banquet - Post 462
Social - Post 462

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm
6:30 pm to 9 pm
9 pm to 2:30 am
*Lunch: Beef on a Bun, Chips & Soda - $5.00

Sons of The American Legion
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2012 ANNUAL UPALP SUMMER CONVENTION - RON HOWARD - Nonesuch Post 462, White Pine, MI
Nonesuch Post 462 - P.O. Box 787 - White Pine, MI 49971
(906) 855-5851 - rehow@jamadots.com
(continued from page 9)

MOTELS
AMERICINN, SLIVER CITY, MI - 906-885-5311 - 71 Rooms @59.00 + tax. Suites available at additional charge. MUST mention “Veterans Summer Convention” - Restaurant, Bar, Pool and Continental Breakfast
KONTEKA, WHITE PINE, MI - 906-885-5170 - 16 Rooms @54.28 + tax. Mention „Veterans Summer Convention” - Restaurant, Bar, Bowling and Gasoline.
LAKE GOGEBIC MOTEL, BERGLAND, MI - 906 -575-3262 - 5 singles (2 people) @43.00 & 10 doubles (2 people) @ $55.00. No other services - restaurant
close by.
LAKE GOGEBIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 906-575-3265

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

DAVE MENNEL

davidmennel@yahoo.com

with you a frown of disappointment. Remember, it is our veterans that are being
let down, first and foremost. There are an
extreme number of zero membership
squadrons, which I am including in this
report. If you see your squadron number,
and you have personally paid your membership, you should contact your membership chairman. Remember, all officers
should be paid, and turned in to department.
Wow, November already! Time continues
to breeze by, and perhaps that‟s what has
happened in our squadron life. At the
traveling membership rally, it was presented that all three leaders from our
great state would like to sit in the front
row at National Convention. For those
who don‟t know, placement of seating is
by rank of membership percentage/
number. However, from our membership
standpoint, we are far behind. Our goal
for 11/14/2011 is 35%. Congratulations to

those of you that have obtained and surpassed that goal. Hats off, and keep on
moving! However, to the rest, I share

family as you celebrate the holidays. And
don‟t forget to include our veterans, any
way you can!
Th is i n f or m a t i on is l oc a t e d
www.michiganlegion.org ( go to: programs
-Sons of the American Legion-scroll to
bottom right side of page click on membership)
Placement as of November 8, 2011:

As we are a program of The American
Legion, we should “mirror” them. Included in that is they are required by Department to turn their memberships in,
and not hold them at the post level. Thus,
we Sons, should do the same. Turn your
memberships into department in a timely
manner!
Certificates will be given to all squadrons
who reach 100% by 12/31/2011. That is
not far away!!! Get busy!
Since our next newsletter will be next
year –All the very best to you and your

1st=5th zone: 37.61%
2nd=3rd zone: 34.34%
3rd=4th zone: 32.41%
4th=1st zone: 29.61%
5th=2nd zone: 26.04%
Zero squadrons:
463, 184, 81, 246, 192, 191, 180, 155, 27, 173,
232, 426, 447, 478, 147, 117, 97, 282, 313,
360, 9, 239, 240, 443, 3, 71, 55, 134, 45,
93, 85, 73, 68, 59, 376, 294, 510, 4, 16,
326, 382, 525
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NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
The Sons of The American Legion Great
2012 National Membership Trail Ride will be
our membership theme for the 2011-2012
membership year. This is an opportunity
for Sons of The American Legion Squadrons nationwide to promote membership
and have a little fun as well. The Trail ride
will allow us to slow down and focus on a
few good things within the membership
program.
National Commander Jim Roberts‟ theme
this year is to “Get Back to BLUE.” To do
that he has outlined 3 areas we can work
on to be successful, and they are Communications, Commitment and Recognition.
This year‟s membership program was designed to use Commander Roberts‟ theme

to help with membership. The important
part of the membership program is remembering the 3R‟s in membership - RENEW, RECRUIT AND REINSTATE.

The 1st R is for Renew - this is where we as
an organization must focus our efforts to
increase growth. We loose tens of thousands of members a year and this loss of

membership is hurting our growth percentages every year.
Getting new members is the easiest thing
we do, and this lead to the 2nd R, Recruit.
Bringing new members into the organization ensures that we have members that
will continue to do good work for years to
come.
Lastly we have the 3rd R for Reinstate. Do
you know someone that used to be a member and let his dues lapse for one reason
or another? We need to get them back to
the table, bring them back to the Sons.
More importantly, we need to find out why
they are no longer Sons.

2011-2012
MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES
SEPTEMBER 14, 2011
OCTOBER 19, 2011
NOVEMBER 16, 2011
DECEMBER 14, 2011
JANUARY 19, 2012
MARCH 14, 2012
APRIL 11, 2012
MAY 9, 2012
JULY 26, 2012

10%
25%
35%
45%
60%
80%
90%
100%
105%

Sons of The American Legion
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NATIONAL CHILDREN AND YOUTH COMMISSION - SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 2011-2012
DEDICATED SERVICE TO ALL CHILDREN
MISSION: The Children and Youth Commission manages a pillar of service guided by three main objectives: to strengthen the family unit, to
support quality organizations that provide services for children and youth, and to provide communities with well-rounded programs that
meet the physical, educational, emotional and spiritual needs of young people.
MAIN FOCUS:





Communication within your detachments and your squadrons
Promotion of the various Children and Youth programs
Reporting all your activities (Consolidated Squadron Report Forms)
Become actively involved with your activities

Commission Member

Program

Detachments

Ronnie Grist (GA) Vice Chairman

Operation Military Kids

HA,LA,GA,NV,WI,IL

Ray Jarvis (NY)

Temporary Financial Assistance

FL,MT,AZ,ID.MD,VA,IA

Rex Buchs (OH)

Children Organ Transplant

TX, KX, MS, CO, DE, MN, IN

David Johnson (MA)

C.M.N.

AR, TN, WY, MA, KY, AK, NM

Dave Krueger (MN)

Child Safety Programs

CA,AL,OR,VT,OH,MI,MO

Linwood Moore (VA)

Special Olympics

ND,ME,NJ,NY,NH,PA

Camille LeJeune Jr. (LA)

Family Support Network

WA,OK,France,WV,UT,CT

Kellis Allen (IN)

Josh Dog Program

SD,SC,RI,PR,NC,NE

3 SAL members from Squadron 459, Grand Rapids (who are all Legion Riders), line up
for the send off of the 126th Cavalry Regiment, National Guard, leaving Caledonia H.S. for
12 months in Afghanistan.
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A LOOK AT THE NATIONAL NUMBERS
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PICTURES FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION LEGACY RUN - STOP AT POST 42, CHARLOTTE, MI
Left: Sandy Lipman hands then National Commander Jimmy Foster a
donation check of $1,000 from the Detachment of Michigan

Right: The plaque awarded to SAL Squadron 42, Charlotte for their
donation to the American Legion Legacy Run 2011.

Left: Pete Miller and others from Post 298 Battle Creek present their
donation check of $ 600 to the Legacy Run.

RECONNECT CHAIRMAN

JACK HELMINSKI

salbarracuda@comcast.net

For the last 2 months the Reconnect Committee has been waiting to hear from the National Guard Assn. concerning where the next Yellow Ribbon event will be taking place. I received an email on 11-15- 2011 of the Yellow Ribbon event
taking place at the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth, MI. The committee member who lives in Midland will be covering this
event from Nov. 19-20th.
The next Yellow Ribbon event will be on December 3 & 4th in Dearborn, MI. which I will be attending. The result of this
event will be given at the Mid-Winter Conference in February.
To all squadrons: Please support all local National Guard and Reserve Units. Anything you do for your local troops and
their units will be included in my report so your squadron can be recognized by National for the unselfish dedication you
are showing to our veterans. Please contact me at the email address listed above and be recognized.
Our veterans and I thank you for your support.
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ROGER DEES

rdees29@comcast.net

stress and traumatic brain injuries.

As the federal government deals with a trillion
dollar budget deficit, many difficult spending
and reduction decisions will need to be made.
And while The American Legion completely
understands this predicament, it doesn't want
those decisions to strip away or pare down
benefits that America's veterans truly have
earned. National Commander Wong presented
the Legion's legislative priorities to the Legislators, focusing on veteran‟s employment, the
Department of Veterans Affairs' claims backlog, and the treatment of post-traumatic

The American Legion understands the financial
challenges our nation now faces. The Legion
understands that tough spending decisions are
coming. That is why the Legion greatly appreciates the assurances our veterans have been
given - from members of Congress, (VA Secretary Eric Shinseki) and the president himself at
our national convention - that benefits earned
by those who've served our country in uniform
won't be sacrificed to achieve budget goals.
Our veterans have sacrificed enough. They
have paid in full their debt to society. However, the debt society owes them is quite another matter, and it's a matter that The American Legion strongly believes this committee is
willing to address."
Congress can pass legislation creating incentives to promote the hiring of veterans to help
reduce the figures of more than 1 million veterans without employment, including 632,000,
ages 35-60. A soldier who drives a truck in a

convoy through hazardous routes in Iraq can
drive a truck to get eggs to market on time in
the American Midwest. A Navy corpsman that
saved Marines on the battlefields of Afghanistan has the skills to render emergency aid as
an EMT back home. Yet the education, training
and experience garnered from military service
are not recognized by civilian licensing and
certification agencies. The American Legion
urges Congress to work with Department of
Defense, the Department of Labor and VA to
find a way to translate these skills and put
these veterans to work where they can make
an impact.
"The American Legion hopes the Senate and
Congress will collaborate and bring the parties
together to get a jobs bill for America's veterans passed. It is our obligation as a nation to
ensure that every single member of the military who chooses to leave the military can
effectively transfer his or her education, training and experience into a civilian career field.
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EARL RUTTKOFSKY

The Holidays are fast approaching, and we
need to remember our vets and their
families. Sometimes this is a very difficult
time for veterans, and if we can help them
with a little it will mean a lot to them.
The Veterans Administration is working on
a lot of different things for our veterans. I
have included one that I think is important
to the homeless veterans.

eruttkofsky9771@aol.com

The Department of Veterans Affairs is
reaching out to homeless veterans by
providing free meals and spending money
to eligible homeless veterans.
“VA is committed to ending homelessness
for our veterans who defended our nation,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Eric K. Shinseki. “As part of that effort, I
am pleased the Canteen Service has added
these incentives that help veterans get off
the streets and into the care and housing
they need.”
The free meals will be offered at Veterans
Canteen Service (VCS) cafeterias to
homeless veterans attending their first VA
medical appointment. New veterans participating in the Housing and Urban Development and VA Supportive Housing program, http://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/

index.asp, who present signed leases will
also receive a $20 coupon to be used in
VCS retail stores located at every VA
medical center.
“A free meal and a few free items may not
seem like much, but it can be a world of
difference to a person getting back on
their feet and seeking recovery and independence,” said VCS Director Marilyn Iverson. “I know all of our staff members are
committed and we can literally bring
something to the table when it comes to
meeting the Secretary‟s goal of ending
Veteran homelessness for good.”
HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY.

Left: Detachment Sgt.-At-Arms Carvin Chapman presents Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville with his single-feather warrior headdress at the War
Bonnet Dinner held at Chief Pontiac Post 377.

Right: Carvin Chapman, PDC Sandy Lipman, PDC Andre Svacha and PDC Dave
Mennel all get a chance to show off their warrior headdresses at the War
Bonnet Dinner held at Chief Pontiac Post 377.
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GIRLS STATE

BRENDA J. DEES, AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN

I would like to thank the Sons of The
American Legion Detachment for their
past support of our Girls State Program.
You have sponsored two delegates to our
program for the last three years. I spoke
at you Fall Meetings in Troy and read letters from the two delegates you sponsored in June 2011.
Girls State is a program of the American
Legion Auxiliary that has been in place for
72 years as of June 2012. We teach girls
that have just completed the 11th grade
about government, from local to state
levels. They learn from hands on process.
They are put into cities, named after Past
Department Presidents, with 4 cities to a
county and have to deal with real life

MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT

situations. They have to apply for grants,
set their budget, and pass laws, etc, just
like the real world. They run for offices
from Dog Catcher to Governor. They
learn to the ins and outs of the political
process. They are housed at Michigan
State University with girls from all over
this great state of Michigan. Girls State is
held in 49 of the 50 states with 2 Senators from each state selected to go to
Washington D.C. in July to attend Girls
Nation. This is like Girls State but teaches
the Federal Government process.

more of you contribute to this great program. Any amount is appreciated. It cost
$310 dollars to sponsor a delegate. If
your squadron cannot afford the whole
sponsor fee, please donate any amount.
We add donation together to get $310 and
we find a girls that would benefit from this
opportunity.

Many Sons of American Legion squadrons
around the state of Michigan sponsor girls
for this program. We would like to see

Again the Girls State Committee thanks
the Detachment of Michigan for their support of our great program.

Please make this truly a “Legion Family”
and not only support the programs of The
American Legion but also the American
Legion Auxiliary.

grinnerman@msn.com

grinnerman@msn.com I would like to
make up for my error.

I spoke with some of our members at Fall
Conference and was asked about the verbiage that would hold the funeral homes
harmless if they released the identification of any veteran cremains that they
may have in their possession. I apologize
if you have not yet received that information, for I have misplaced the list of names
of those that asked for it. If you could
please e-mail me at

I will continue to work with the Dearborn
Allied War Veteran Council Committee,
who is currently working on their next
Memorial Day Ceremony honoring veterans. They will be doing a Ceremony for
veteran cremains that have been located,
identified, and are eligible to be interred
in Great Lakes National Cemetery located
in Holly.
The Council has been asked if someone
located the cremains of an honorably
discharged veteran that is outside their
community, could they possibly be included in their ceremony. This will give
those forgotten heroes what had been
promised years ago. To be interred with

full military honors, the Council stated
that they “would certainly welcome any
veteran cremains that are eligible for
Internment.”
If you have any questions, please contact
me at the above e-mail, or contact me at
313-550-0857.
Let us continue to help locate these veterans who remain missing in funeral homes
across our great state.
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BOYS STATE & STUDENT TROOPER

MIKE HOLLEY

mdiver20@yahoo.com

one [200] we would have over 300 every
year!
As many of you know by now, we are staying at Northwood University, in Midland.
We are going to be 75 years old in 2012
and we are planning a few extra activities,
for being that “young.” A 75th anniversary pin, alumni get together, and a few
others things are what are planned so far.
Boys State
Well, let me start it out by saying, what is
wrong with our 200 plus squadrons? The
2010 sessions only had 2 young men sponsored. I know there are squadrons in the
state that can do better. If you are sponsoring a boy, and sending it in under the
Legion check, please do it on your own so
that you can include it on you Consolidated
squadron Report form. Just think, if half
the Legions sent in one student, [which is
over 400 posts], and half the SAL sent in

This past June we had 267 young men go
through the program. If you need any help
contacting schools, contact myself or one
of the other staff members of Boys State.
Names and contact information can be
found on legion web site.
At National Conference, this past September, the classes were full of information.
Last year the saying was “sell, sell, sell”,
and this year it is KISS [KEEP IT SIMPLE

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN & WILWIN LODGE

RON WYATT

I have been to several events for our veterans and if you have any events you would
like me to attend give me a call. We are
here to help one another and especially
our vets.

Happy holidays to one and all. Well, we had
Fall Conference in October, and I sat in on
several meetings and learned a lot. A few
resolutions came up and were all passed.
Commander Roberts reminded us about
getting back to “Blue” because that is
where everything starts. You are the
backbone of the Sons. Please keep track
of things you do so you can put them on
your Consolidated Squadron Report forms.

STUPID]. This, of course, means let‟s get
out and recruit for next year‟s session.
Student Trooper
This past year there were two sessions.
The first one ended July 1st and the second one ended July 29th with an excellent
graduation ceremony. I had a chance to
talk to one young man‟s parents while they
were marching out of the building. The
mother of this person was talking about
wanting him to go to Boys State next year.
I told her if he wanted to go, he is signed
up, and ready to go. See how easy it is?
The price for the two sessions is going up
next year to $350.00. The dates will be
July 15-20 and August 5-10,
2012. Remember anybody can sign up a
young man or woman, to attend the program.

wyatt0506@comcast.net

check
out:
http://
www.michiganlegion.org/wilwin/index.html
For God and Country.

Things are going well at Wilwin Lodge. The
new building is closed in and they say it will
be done before the end of the year. Any
donations will be greatly appreciated. We
have a lot of good plans, but we have to
raise money to do them. All of our soldiers
that have stayed up there loved it. It was a
good relaxing time for them. We will be
putting together work time for the spring. I
will let everyone know when this is done.
For more information on Wilwin Lodge,

Wilwin Lodge
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ALTERNATE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN / PDC 3 GREG PRICE
Dwaine, were mainly responsible for those
shared smiles. Special thanks to Randy
Jackson for being the motorcycle escort
for the tour. Randy and other Legion Riders also rode their motorcycles in the
Veterans Day Parade that was held earlier
in the day in Detroit.

I would like to thank everyone for their
kindness and thoughts in regard to my wife
Juanita with the passing of her mother.
Your wishes were truly helpful in our time
of tragedy.
Another person who also recently passed
away was not only a very good friend to
me, but also to this Detachment. He was
always striving to implement the things we
all believe in. He was the foundation for
Carl E. Stitt Squadron 232 Dearborn
Heights. He was a man with a quick smile,
and friendly wit. He was recognized by
every level of The American Legion for the
incredible amount of volunteerism hours.
He dedicated his time and energy on the
behalf of the veterans who are at our V.A.
Hospitals and Homes. I know many of us
will miss him standing up at our State Conventions, and nominating Chris Dohnal for
Detachment Finance Officer. Oh yes, the
name of this incredible man…DON NELSON!
Don, you will be truly missed.
Other memories will be the laughter and
enjoyment of the time everyone shared
during the 18th District Tour that was recently held. Commander Chatman, President Bowerman, and our Commander

I would have ridden my bike in the Veterans Day Parade, but I was in Battle Creek
working as an instructor representing the
Sons for the Leadership College. The class
was held at Capt. Oscar Brady Post 298.
While it is important to remember the past
of the Sons, I enjoy sharing the things that
your squadrons do to improve your communities and to help the veterans that live
within them. Those that participate in
these classes generally do not realize the
many things we, as Sons, do. Even though
we have only done two Leadership classes
so far, the first at the V.A. Hospital in Detroit, and the second at Post 298 in Battle
Creek, we have six (6) more scheduled.
I hope that you will share the things your
squadrons do in supporting the many programs of The American Legion. It may be a
fund raiser, maybe helping a veteran or
veterans, or about helping the children in
your area. Let me help to “toot-yourhorn.” A schedule of upcoming classes is
printed near the rear of this newsletter. I
hope you will share your happy stories
with me, by e-mailing me at grinnerman@msn.com or calling my cell # 313550-0857.

grinnerman@msn.com

ing between the Internal Affairs Commission and the Finance Commission. It was
regarding the relationship with Team Johnson Motorsports (American Legion race
car) and the unique way to reach out to
our veterans and communities. The time,
however, has come to look for other
means of outreach, and it was reviewed
and recommended action to terminate on
December 31, 2011; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of the American Legion in regular
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana,
on October 12-13 2011, that the relationship
with Team Johnson Motorsports be terminated on December 31, 2011, and a letter
signed by the National Adjutant be sent
informing of the action of this body.
If you can think of an idea that would help
to reach out to others, please share it.
Remember the idea for National Veterans
Assistance Day came out of Michigan.
We do many helpful, caring, and important
things that affect those around us, but if
you do not include them in your Consolidated Squadron Reports, who will know the
things you have done?
Please enjoy the upcoming holidays, and
enjoy those around you. If you know someone that is alone, maybe you can stop by
and share some of the blessings you have
received.
For God & Country.

One story that I talked about was a meet-

2011-2012 Leadership College information & application on page 21
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Michigan Legion Family
Upcoming and Ongoing Events
12/3/11 – Post 208 Kentwood – Legion Steak Fry – For more information contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
12/3/11 – Post 170 Three Rivers - Hog Roast Benefit from 5-9pm with the Nicky Platinum Band playing from 8 till 12 am. Public Welcome! For more information contact
wjprichard@yahoo.com
12/10/11 - Post 63 Clarkston - SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION will salute our veterans with a luncheon. Starting at noon we will serve SOS, fried spam and powdered
eggs followed by the Army/Navy football game. During the game and at the end of each quarter we will give away cash prizes to those veterans in attendance. There will
be door prizes for all veterans and guests and after the "mess hall food" is gone other food will be available. For more information, contact fizzerira@aol.com Come and
join us and show your appreciation for our veterans.
12/17/11 – Post 208 Kentwood - SAL Mexican Dinner – For more information contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net

12/31/11 – Post 208 Kentwood – New Years Eve Party – No Cover! – Footloose DJ‟n our 50‟s night. Dress up and help us bring in the New Year dancing to
music from the 50‟s. For more information contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
12/31/11 – Post 459 Grand Rapids - New Year‟s Eve Masquerade Ball –OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – “Boliver Dragnut”
to share – Champagne Toast. For more information, contact cmoore1966@peoplepc.com

will be playing - Bring an appetizer

12/3/11 – Post 170 Three Rivers - New Year's Eve Party with the Foolish Heart Band, $15 person in advance, $20 at the door. Includes Party favors, food, shrimp and
champagne at midnite. Door opens at 8, band starts at 9 pm. Public welcome! For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com
2/17-19/12 – American Legion Dept. of Michigan Winter Meeting – Holiday Inn Gateway Center – Flint. For more information, check http://www.michiganlegion.org/
6/1-3/12 – Sons of the American Legion Convention – For more information, contact Sandy Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com
6/8-9/12 – U.P. Summer Convention – White Pine Post 462 - Note to register early at the motels, AmericInn is the best value. You MUST mention “Veterans Summer
Convention” when registering at the AmericInn- the rooms are all booked under that name – the computer will show all booked up otherwise. Hope to see all in White
Pine! Post #462 has done a great job of putting together a good time for all attending. The times are not yet etched in stone. For more information, contact
ray.carlson@aecom.com
6/28-7/1/12 – American Legion Dept. of Michigan Convention – Radisson - Kalamazoo. For more information, check http://www.michiganlegion.org/
9/21-23/12 – American Legion Dept. of Michigan Fall Conference – Boyne Highlands – Harbor Springs. For more information, check http://www.michiganlegion.org/
6/26-30/13 – American Legion Dept. of Michigan Convention – Kewadin Casino – Sault St. Marie. For more information, check http://www.michiganlegion.org/
9/20-22/13 – American Legion Dept. of Michigan Fall Conference – Boyne Highlands – Harbor Springs. For more information, check http://www.michiganlegion.org/
Ongoing Events
American Legion District Meeting Schedule – http://www.michiganlegion.org/district/index.html
Every 11th of every month – Desert Angel Packing Party - The Oxford Meijer Veteran's Day Packing Party - 900 N Lapeer Rd, Oxford, MI 48371 4- 6 pm See you at Oxford
Meijer Store, on the11th day of every month, 4 - 6pm . For more information, contact desertangel4u@gmail.com
Every Monday - Post 326 Sterling Heights - Bingo is held every MONDAY MORNING starting at 10:30 A.M. with an early bird game at 10:15. It is a paper bingo only, thereby
(Continued on page 25)
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saving the players about $20.00 as opposed to an electronic bingo session. Charity game tickets and a progressive pot are available. The bingo is held at the STERLING
PLAZA CENTER on the N.W. corner of M-59/Schoennher Rd by the Pier One Imports store. For more information, contact Michael Welicki at iggsterw1@yahoo.com
Every Monday – Post 94 Cadillac - TACO day on Mon. $1.25 each. For more information, contact Ritchie Harris at sodaredpopguy@yahoo.com
Every Monday – Post 208 Kentwood – Taco Night - For more information contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
Every Monday – Post 170 Three Rivers - Burgers and Gizzards and other fried foods from 5-8pm. For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com
Every Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday – Post 459 Grand Rapids - Karaoke every Tuesday (7-11), Friday (8-12) and Saturday (8-12). For more information,
contact Chris Moore at cmoore1966@peoplepc.com
Every Tuesday – Post 462 White Pine – Trivia Contest, 7pm. For more information, contact Philip Tegner at pbtegner@gmail.com
Every Tuesday – Post 154 Wyoming – Taco night, 5-6:30pm. For more information contact americanlegionpost154@yahoo.com
Every Tuesday – Post 208 Kentwood – Sub Sandwich Night - For more information contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
Every Tuesday – Post 170 Three Rivers - Taco Night, 5-7 pm. For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com
Every Wednesday – Post 28 Grand Haven – Dinner night, 5pm. For menu or more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com
Every Wednesday – Post 94 Cadillac - Burgers on the grill. 5-8pm, For more information, contact Ritchie Harris at sodaredpopguy@yahoo.com
Every Wednesday – Post 208 Kentwood – Hot Dog Night - For more information contact AmericanLegionPost208@comcast.net
Every Wednesday – Post 298 Battle Creek - thru February 29, 2012. From 5 - 8 pm, sloppy joes and hot dogs for $.50 each. Public welcome. For more information
contact Hopee30979@aol.com
Every Thursday – Post 154 Wyoming – Dinner night, 5-6:30pm. For menu and more information contact americanlegionpost154@yahoo.com
Every Thursday – Post 170 Three Rivers - Fryer Night, 5-7 pm. For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com
Every Friday – Post 6 Holland – Dinner night. For menu or more information, contact jeff Landaal at lan_doo@hotmail.com
Every Friday – Post 28 Grand Haven – Burger night, 6pm. For menu or more information, contact Andy Vanderhoek at andyvpost28@yahoo.com
Every Friday – Post 48 Grand Ledge – Burger night, 6-8pm. For menu or more information, contact streamfisher@comcast.net
Every Friday – Post 4 Mt. Clemens - from 4pm till 7pm or until we run out we are serving
3pc Chicken Dinner - Potato - Vegetable - Roll and Butter for $5.00. For more information, contact alrider4@mtclemensamericanlegionpost4.com
Every Friday – Post 94 Cadillac - AYCE COD supper for $ 8.00. For more information, contact Ritchie Harris at sodaredpopguy@yahoo.com
Every Friday – Post 233 Lake Orion - Live music, 8-12. For more information, contact jamesjayson@comcast.net
Every Friday – Post 305 Caledonia - Karaoke Night, 9pm to close. For more information, contact Bill White at wwhite46@charter.net
Every Friday – Post 4 Mt. Clemens - we are having Pulled Pork Sandwich w/ French Fries for $3.00 from 1pm till we run out! For more information, contact al(Continued on page 26)
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rider4@mtclemensamericanlegionpost4.com
Every Friday – Post 170 Three Rivers - dinners from 5-8 pm. Cod, Pollock, Chicken, Prime Rib, and specials. For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com
Every Saturday – Post 4 Mt. Clemens - from 7pm to 11pm is Juke Box Saturday Night with free Pool Table. For more information, contact alrider4@mtclemensamericanlegionpost4.com
Every Saturday – Post 170 Three Rivers - Burgers and Gizzards and other fried foods from 5-8pm. For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com
Every Sunday – Post 233 Lake Orion - Breakfast (Steak and Eggs) 9am – 12pm. For more information, contact jamesjayson@comcast.net
Every Sunday – Post 179 Grandville – Dinner for $5. 2-6pm. For menu and more information, contact cathveihl@yahoo.com
Every Sunday – Post 170 Three Rivers - Breakfast Buffet, $6.00, 7-11 am Full breakfast buffet pluse eggs and omelets cooked to order. Open to public. Sunday breakfast and some Friday dinners available for COA tickets. For more information contact wjprichard@yahoo.com

This list will continue to be maintained by Brad Koch (SAL #459) and sent out to all who have email and are on the list(email me to
get on the list) at the beginning of each month. This can be for any Legion Family event thoughout the State so please feel free to
add events from your Post by emailing the information to me at bkoch1991@gmail.com. If you send out your Post newsltter via
email, please add me to your list and I will pick the events off your newsletter for you. This document is also on the
www.michiganlegion.org website on the right side, click on Events Calendar. It is also on http://www.michalaux.org/ , left hand
side. On the web, it will be updated on the website each Thursday.

Sons of The American Legion:
Preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for
our nation‟s children, caring for veterans and their families, and teaching
the fundamentals of good citizenship.

