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CHECK OUT THE
AMERICAN LEGION
CLAIMS COACH APP

The American Legion Claims
Coach is a handy, secure organizational tool to help veterans and
their service officers get through
the VA benefits claim filing
process. A nationwide directory
of accredited American Legion
service officers, a built-in organizer for appointments, documents, deadlines and a wealth of other
resources are contained within the app. A personal, secure file called “My Checklist” keeps
everything in order, from your initial meeting
through VA’s decision, which can be e-mailed to
yourself (or anyone else) and printed. The Claims
Coach is designed to make a complicated process
easier. Visit the Apple App store or Google Play
depending on your device.
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1st Place NALPA Publication
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& 2009 3rd Place NALPA
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IT ’S AN ELECTION YEAR REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING:

American Legion Posts must be nonpartisan, which means the post
including the Legionnaires (WHEN WEARING THE LEGION CAP AND
OR UNIFORM) cannot show or state a preference for or against a particular candidate or candidates, or particular political party.

The following are a few examples of what a 501(c)(19) organization can do:
• Conduct voter registration and nonpartisan get-out-the-vote campaigns.
• Educate the public on issues and encourage participation in the political process.
• Educate all candidates and political parties on your issues.
• Host or participate in a nonpartisan candidate forum.
• Make presentations on your organization’s issue to platform committees, campaign staff, candidates,
media, and the general public.
• Work on behalf of any germane ballot measures.
• Continue your normal lobbying on issues.

• Following is a recap of some things you cannot do as a 501(c)(19) organization:
- Endorse or oppose a candidate for public office.
- Coordinate activities with a candidate.
- Make contributions (money, time or facilities) to a candidate.
- Manage, fund or organize a Political Action Committee.

What is your Post Doing Today?

Post 325 in Blissfield MI: Elizabeth Slomski is a senior in Blissfield,
the Post presented her with a scholarship to help with the cost of
college and plan to continue this annually.

Planning now

The St. Ignace Michigan Post 62 presented a $10,000 pledge to
Mackinac Straits Health Systems to support their operations and
expansion.

Detroit Veterans Day Parade

Walk, Ride, or Float in the Detroit Veterans Day Parade. Does your Post or organization
want to be in the Detroit Veterans Day Parade? Contact Al Opra at 586-944-1989, email
metrodetcoalition@yahoo.com, check out www.metrodetroitveteranscoalition.com to participate.

Who’s number 1 in Membership?
As of August 15th, 2012 1st Place-District 7 42.57%
2nd Place-District 19 41.17% 3rd Place-District 4 40.26%
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Do you have a photo you would like
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to
department attn: Mark Sutton
Please keep the photo at least 200 dpi or
larger. If you are submiting a hard copy
photo, please note photos printed from
home printers cannot be used, nor can
photos clipped from newspapers.
We look for photos showing Legion
caps in action whenever possible.
Interested in placing an ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact
Mark Sutton at: info@michiganlegion.org or by phone at 517-371-4720
ext 16.
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Jennifer L. Smith, State Chaplain
ENCOURAGEMENT

State Convention has passed, and
along with the soaring summer temperatures, our new Legion year is well
underway. Accordingly, I bring you a
call to action. My name is Jennifer L.
Smith. I am the Commander of
American Legion Post #535 in Lansing,
MI, a licensed chaplain, and ordained
clergy member. The appointment to
Chaplain for the American Legion’s
Department of Michigan is truly a
heartfelt honor. Why? As you know,
beyond the fact that we remain the
nation’s largest veterans organization;
we are strengthened by our entire
Legion family’s (Legionnaires, Auxiliary,
SAL, and Riders) unwavering dedication to patriotism, advocacy, and service, which is a blessing to many.
I hope you feel the same about your
membership as it is a legacy that was
earned for us by our older and now
deceased members. Many of us fondly recall youthful memories of the local
Legion Posts through dinners, parades,
memorials, help to veterans in our communities, and youth programs. Do you?
Please also remember that their hard
work has allowed us to enjoy an organization that assists many in our communities and this great state. Let us
endeavor not to forsake that inheritance with apathy or inaction. If you
have not, volunteer to help as you can.
I bring you a call to action.
We should start, restart, and continue to give our time, efforts, skills, and/or
resources as we can to serve and possibly recruit others to sustain our best
traditions. As Philippians 2:1-4 (NASB)
states in an appeal to selfless action,
“If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being
of the same mind, maintaining the
same love, united in spirit, intent on
one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one
another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your
own personal interests, but also for the

interests of others.”
Very soon, the Fall Meeting will be
upon us, as time seems to go by rather
quickly. I bring you a call to action – To
give as you can and to maintain our
obligation to ‘God and Country’ by
helping others. Per Proverbs 16:9: “The

State Commander . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Brown, Oscoda

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyle C. Shanks, Dorr

1st Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eddie Brown

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Smith, Lansing

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell
2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Jolink
3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brett Holt

4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson Coomer

5th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Koivisto

mind of man plans his way, but the
LORD directs his steps.” Let our steps
this year ably reflect the history of service of the American Legion and provide
comfort, assistance, empowerment, and
care to others.
May God bless you.

The Only Written

Official Call

Annual Fall Conference
American Legion, Department of Michigan
September 21-23, 2012
Boyne Highlands
Harbor Springs, Michigan
State Commander Thomas G. Brown

Purpose: To implement plans for the new American Legion year and otherwise conduct the business of the American Legion, Department of
Michigan, through meetings of the Department Executive Committee,
taking reports from called Department Committees and Chairmen, presenting public recognition awards, and conducting a variety of applicable
Schools of Instruction.
Aside from the Department Executive Committee, only the
Department Committees and Chairmen listed below are called
to officially participate in the Fall Conference. See Program
Book for all specific locations.

Registrations • Registration fee of $15.00 will be charged to all delegates,
alternates and guests.
Department Executive Committee Meeting: Friday, September
21st, 4:30 p.m.
Called Department Committee Meetings – Friday, September 21stSee schedule at www.michiganlegion.org (subject to change)

• Americanism, Baseball, Boys State, Children & Youth, Contest
Supervisory, Economic, Finance/Personnel, Internal Affairs,
Leadership College, Legislative, Membership, National Security &
Foreign Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Post Development,
Public Relations, Reconnect, VA & R, and VAVS/VHVS

Schools of Instruction: Saturday, September 22nd (See Schedule at
www.michiganlegion.org/fyi)

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Sunday, September
23rd, 9:00 a.m.
STATE OFFICERS

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rex Lambert, Grand Rapids
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Michael Buda, Dearborn

Judge Advocate... . . . . . . F. Garrit Veldman, Muskegon
National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas G. Holzgen, Grandville

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John H. Skinner, Schoolcraft
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard I. Chatman, Detroit
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian
Membership Director . . . . . . . Larry Money, Buchanan
Public Relations Director . Mark Sutton, Eaton Rapids

Headquarters
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Tom Brown, State Commander

“WE” - The Legion Family

We serve “For God and
Country”. By “we” I mean
Legionnaires, Auxiliaries, Sons
of The American Legion and
Legion Riders. In other words
the American Legion Family.
That is the credo of our organization.
That is how we open every
Post,
District, Department and
Tom Brown
National
meeting. We give
State Commander
homage to God and then we
Pledge Allegiance to the Flag. How we conduct
a meeting reflects on our abilities to do the business of our organization.
In The past two months my wife and I have
attended what seems like hundreds of Post and

District functions. The warm welcome that we
have received is indescribable. The 4th of July
Parade in Wyandotte, the Chesaning Showboat,
the Legion Riders poker run for the Mikies
Minutes charity, the Wilwin Open House and the
Melvindale Post picnic to name a few.
Everywhere we have been welcomed and treated like old friends. We have witnessed amazing
people doing amazing things, we saw hundreds
of caring people give up their Sunday afternoon to come to Chief Pontiac Post to help to
raise funds for Wilwin. I saw a lady donate a 24
foot aluminum wheelchair ramp and a SAL
Member volunteered to deliver it.
I also visited our Detroit office, and was that
an eye opener, I knew that our Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation Staff was a hard working

Patrick W. Lafferty, State Adjutant

Ronald Abrams from the National Veterans Legal Services Program

Come Meet the Most Influential Veterans
Advocate in the World at Fall Conference

The Department of Michigan
is excited to have coming to the
2012 Fall Conference in Boyne
Highlands, Ronald Abrams.
Every year we send our department service officers to training
in Indianapolis and our
National Service offices receive
training as well. Mr. Abrams is
Patrick W. Lafferty the trainers of the trainers.
State Adjutant
Ronald B. Abrams is Joint
Executive Director of NVLSP. He is a graduate
of Temple University and Temple University
School of Law. A member of the Pennsylvania
Bar, Mr. Abrams began his career in 1975 in
the Philadelphia regional office of the Veterans
Administration, serving first as an adjudicator and
then as a member of the rating board. Mr.
Abrams transferred to the VA’s Central Office in
1977 as legal consultant to the Compensation and
Pension Service (C&P), where he was recognized
as an expert in due process. As legal consultant
to C&P, Mr. Abrams helped to draft the VA
Adjudication Procedures Manual M21-1. He
wrote and interpreted regulations and directives
to be followed by VA staff and others, and both
drafted and commented on legislation on the
VA’s behalf. As part of his work for the Central
Office, Mr. Abrams was in charge of the C&P
quality review section. While at the Central
Office, Mr. Abrams conducted national training

sessions in adjudication and due process for VA
staff. Since joining NVLSP in 1989, Mr. Abrams
has conducted more than 200 training sessions
for such Organizations as The American Legion,
the National Association of State Directors of
Veterans Affairs,
National Association of County Veterans Service
Officers, the Vietnam Veterans of America, the
veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,
AMVETS, Military Order of the Purple Heart,
and many state and county departments of veterans affairs. He has also conducted training sessions for many state bar associations, Legal
Services Corporation funded offices, the National
Legal Aid and Defender Association, the National
Association of Elder Law Attorneys, and the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People. Mr. Abrams is author of the
NVLSP’s Basic Training Course in Veterans
Benefits and he serves as a member of the governing board of the Veterans Consortium Pro
Bono Program. Mr. Abrams helped design the
training curriculum for the Pro Bono Program.
Mr. Ronald Abrams will be speaking at
the DEC meeting Friday night and will
be at the VA&R Class on Saturday. Check
the Schedule for time and location.
We are honored to have such a advocate come
to our conference. Thanks to our Department
Director of Veteran Services Division James
Topps for inviting Ron to our conference.

bunch, but I never realized the scope of their job.
The files for their clients, some of which were
three feet or more thick were simply overwhelming. My hat is off to all the Veterans
Service Officers and the rest of the VA&R Staff.
Keep up the good work you are doing for the veterans of this state.
We were at the Wilwin Lodge for the National
Commander and Staff visit and I, along with the
other Legion Family members were able to convey to them the importance of it to the recovery
of our wounded warriors.
And why do I mention all these Legion Family
members? Well it is because of what and why
they are doing the things they are doing. They
are united not for self but rather “For God and
Country”.

Volunteers Needed for :
2012 Southeastern Michigan
Veterans Stand Down
&
John D. Dingell
VA Medical Center
October 17th & 18th, 2012
Location:
Detroit Rescue Mission
3606 E. Forest Ave.
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Volunteers are asked to
arrive at 7:30am
Veterans Registration from
8:00am- 1:00pm
www.4vets.org

Membership
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IT’S TIME TO START THE NEW YEAR
Larry Money,
Dept. Membership
Director

Welcome Legionnaires to a new year.
For those who may not
know me my name is
Larry Money of
Post#51, located in Buchanan. I have
the privilege of being appointed as
this year’s Membership Director by
Commander Tom Brown.
We have put together a team that,
with your help, will work towards a
100% membership goal for the
upcoming year. That team will consist of Lou Oberle who will remain as
our U.P Membership Director and
Don Meskill as the DMS
Coordinator and of course our
Department Membership secretary
Barb Money. All of us look forward
to working with the Post, District and
Zone Commanders to achieve this
year’s goals
In order to run a successful membership year it takes a combined
effort, at the 30 day meeting I have
challenged our District and Zone
Commanders to go back and help
establish Membership Teams at their
respective Posts and Districts, this
helps those Post Commanders who
may be new to the job have a better
understanding of our goals and purposes.
As we have all heard for so many
years. “Membership is the life blood
of the American Legion”, and that
still holds true today. Our goal for
the upcoming year is to go out and
get those returning vets and let them
know what the American Legion can
do for not only them but their families as well.
Renewals will also be a high priori-

ty for this upcoming year, we must
retain those members that may have
fallen between the cracks , have those
members of your teams make calls,
knock on doors or have a Post round
up. If we set our standards high our
goals are easier to obtain.
Once again we will be offering our
State membership incentives for
2012-2013, (Bronze Brigade-10
new members, Silver Brigade-20
new members and Gold Brigade30 new members) along with the
District Membership Trophies
Gary W. Sammons Trophy District with highest percentage of
current membership renewals compared with its previous years’ membership renewals
Wilson H. Morrison Trophy
- District that first reaches its previous
years’ membership
Larry Knox Trophy - District
with highest District with highest percentage of current membership compared with its previous years’ membership)
Other Incentives include: This
year we will be paying $1.00 dollar
per member to any and all Post
who reach their 100% membership
goal by the 31st of December, 2012.
Top Zone Commander will receive
an American Legion monogrammed
blazer (as of May 1st, 2013)
Top District Commander and his
Alternate will also receive a monogrammed blazer (as of May 1st,
2013)
2nd place award on the District
level will receive a monogrammed
membership blue cover. (as of May
1st, 2013) (Committeeman or woman
and the Alt.)
rd place will receive a monogrammed Legion dress shirt(as of
May 1st, 2013)

Membership Eligibility Dates

US Army, Navy Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard,
Merchant Marine Service from December 7, 1941 - August 15, 1945
Persian Gulf - August 2, 1990 - Cessation of hostilities, as determined
by US Govenment
Panama ..................................... December 20, 1989 - January 31, 1990
Grenada/Lebanon ................................ August 24, 1982 - July 31, 1984
Vietnam War ...................................... February 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975
Korean War ........................................ June 25, 1950 - January 31, 1955
World War II .......................... December 7, 1941 - December 31, 1946
World War I .................................... April 6, 1917 - November 11, 1918

District Meetings

1st District
9/10/12 Fred Beaudry Post #126
10/1/12 Joe Louis Post #375
12/3/12 Joe Louis Post #375
3/4/13 Fred Beaudry Post #126
5/6/13 * Joe Louis Post #375
6/3/13 Fred Beaudry Post #126
* Memorial Day Observance - Joint Legion
Family.

District 2
Oct. 14, 2012 Rose City 324 Jackson
January 6, 2013 Herbert J. McKune 31
Chelsea
March 10, 2013 HANNAN-COLVIN
180 HUDSON
SAL 12:00
SERVICE OFFICERS 1:00
REGULAR LEGION 2:00
May 19, 2013 Lynn C. Weeman514 Ida
SAL 11.30 MEMORIAL SERVICE 12:30
REGULAR LEGION 2:00 NO SERVICE
OFFICERS
Distirct 4th
March 3rd Cossentine post 223
May 5th Richmond Post 331

5th District
Sept, 13, 2012, 7p.m. Marne Post #376
Nov. 8th, 2012, 7 p.m., Daniel W. Cassard
Post #208
January 10th, 2013, 7p.m., Roger B.
Chaffee Post #154
March 14th, 2013, 7 p.m., Neal E. Fonger
Post #179
May 9th, 2013, 7 p.m., Charles A. Conklin
Post #28
6th District
Sept. 9, 2012 Stockbridge, MI Post 510
November 4, 2012 Howell, MI Post 141
January 13, 2013 Pinckney, MI Post 419
March 10, 2013 Davison, MI Post 267
May 5, 2013 Brighton, MI Post 235
Service Officer School 11 am- Lunch at 12 –
Meeting at 1pm
7th District
August 12, 2012 Mt. Clemens
October 14, 2012 Sebewaing
January 13, 2013 Lapeer
March 17, 2013 Caseville
May 19, 2013 Port Huron
8th District
September 9th at St. Johns,
November 4th at Carson City,
January 6th at Stanton,
March 3rd at Owosso
May 5th at Laingsburg

9th District
Executive Board Noon, Past Cmdrs. / Service
Officer Info 12:30 p.m., Lunch 1:00 p.m., General
Membership Meeting 2:00 p.m.
September 29, 2012-Hesperia Post 411
December 8, 2012-Lake City Post 300
March 9, 2013-Ludington Post 76
May 11. 2013-Traverse City Post 35.
10th District
September 8, 2012 Oscoda 274
November 3, 2012 Mikado Post 254
January 5, 2013 Bay City 18
March 2, 2013 Sanford 443
May 5, 2013 Harrison 404 (Memorial)
June 1, 2013 T.B.A. (incoming commander
Post)
Lunch at noon, meetings at 1pm all dates.

11 & 12th District
Fall Meeting October 13, 2012 Little
Lake Post #349.
Service Officer School at 9:00 A.M.
District meetings at 10:30 A.M.
Joint meeting at 1:00 P.M.
Winter Meeting January 18 & 19th, 2013
Iron River, MI
Summer Meeting June 14 & 15, 2013 at
Menominee Post #146

16TH District
Sept.11, 2012 Dual Lincoln Park Post 67
October 9, 2012 Melvindale Post 472 *
November 13, 2012 Flat Rock Post 337
Dec. 11, 2012 Southgate Post 478 *
Jan 8th, 2013 Stitt Post 232
February 12th, 2013 Fort Dearborn
Post 364*
March 12, 2013 Wyandotte Post 217
April 9th, 2013 Allen Park Post 409*
May 14th, 2013 Lincoln Park Post 67**
June 11th, 2013 Garden City Post 396
Meetings at 7:30pm
* Denotes Service Officer School 6:30PM
** Memorial Service 6:30PM
17th District
September 19, 2012 7p.m. Knights of
Columbus Hall 25300 5 Mile, Redford
Post 302
October 17, 2012 7p.m. Knights of
Columbus Hall 25300 5 Mile, Redford
Post 302
November 21, 2012 7p.m. Good Fellows
Plymouth Elizabeth St Post 112
December 19, 2012 7p.m. Knights of
Columbus VFW Hall Plymouth, MI Post
391
January 16, 2013 7p.m. Northville
American Legion Post 147, Northville
Michigan
February 20, 2013 7p.m. Northville
American Legion Post 147, Northville
Michigan
March 20, 2013 7p.m. Knights of
Columbus Hall 25300 5 Mile, Redford
Post 302
April 17, 2013 7.pm. 7p.m. Knights of
Columbus Hall 25300 5 Mile, Redford
Post 302
May 15, 2013 7 p.m.
7 p . m .
Knights of Columbus Hall 25300 5 Mile,
Redford Post 302
June 5, 2013 6:30p.m. American Legion
Post 32, Livonia MI

18th District
Sept. 9, 2012 2p.m. Holly, MI Post #149
Nov. 18, 2012 2 p.m. Auburn Hills, MI
Post #143
Jan. 13, 2013 2pm Pontiac MI Post #20
March 10, 2013 2pm Oxford MI Post
#108
May 19, 2013 Farmington, MI Post
#346
Memorial Service at 1 p.m. Election of Officers
at 2 p.m.
June 9, 2013 2p.m. Royal Oak, MI Post
#253

District 19
Fall , Saturday, October 6, 2012 Lewiston
Winter , Sunday, December 9, 2012
Gaylord
Spring , Sunday, March 10, 2013 Elk
Rapids
Convention, Saturday, May 18, 2013
Boyne City

AUXILIAIRE
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2012 - 2013 Department President, Mary Anne Yuncker

PAST AND FUTURE
As I write this article, I have been
president for one
week.
Already there have
been challenges and
"executive decisions". It is a time to
look ahead to an exciting and promising year. National Convention and Fall
Conference are right around the corner.
Past presidents have reported to me
that the year goes by so fast and I'm sure
they are right, but now it looks like a
clean slate full of opportunities to succeed in our programs and really make
a difference in the lives of our veterans.
As I stood before the convention last
week, my mind went back to several
years ago, 2001-2002 to be exact,
eleven years ago when I took the oath
of office as Sixth District President. The
memory is vivid.
I really didn't know what I was

doing, but I learned so much along the
way. The ladies of the District were so
kind and patient with me. At the 2002
convention in Lansing, it was my duty
to give the official welcome. I was
petrified to speak before such a large
and distinguished group of Auxiliaires.
I practiced for weeks to make sure it
was perfect. I'm probably the only one
who remembers it!
But the crowd is still the same. Some
of the faces have changed-but many are
the same. The same love and support
extended to me than was still evident
last week.
As I looked out from the podium, I
saw the faces of so many who have
taught and nurtured me along the way.
I remain ever grateful for the instruction
I have gained. Advice -- I've had plenty- and still can use more. Many of
your suggestions have become part of
my agenda.
There is nothing like the voice of

experience.
There was not only the nostalgia of
the past but also the atmosphere of
anticipation. It was tangible to me. It
was as though the assembly was saying.
"We have brought you this far--now
it's up to you." As you may have
guessed, I do have a lot of plans and
hopes for this year. Now I have the
chance, if I only have the time to implement them.
The future of this year is part of my
theme. This year “The Sky is the Limit”
to what we can do for veterans. I plan
to soar higher than ever before to make
our programs succeed. National
President, Peggy Thomas' theme is
"Soaring to New Heights for God and
Country". I was unaware of her mantra
when I chose mine, but they really do
mesh well.
So it's Up, Up, and Away as we
launch out plans for this year, flying to
new heights in membership, outreach,

and participation. I'm looking forward
with optimism and enthusiasm. Please
join me as we lift off to blue skies for
our 2012-2013 year.
It was so wonderful to have my own
family at my installation and share with
them my Auxiliary family. The feeling
of care and appreciation was obvious.
Working alongside us is my Legion
family, Commander Tom Brown and
First Lady Rysta, my husband, the Most
Visible Man, Bill, and our "Son",
Rodney Tolbert and First Lady Wendy,
Honorary Junior President, Alexus
Champion and her family, Kimberly
and Alyssa.
What a team we all make together,
representing a membership of over
180,000 in our State. I'm looking forward to our year of travel together.
Please feel free to call on me with
your concerns or questions. I will be
in the Department Office every
Wednesday from 9:00-3:00.

“Aspire to Inspire before you Expire”

Fall Conference—Sept. 21-23
600 Boyne Highlands Dr., Harbor Springs

There have been a number of inquiries about
the schedule for Fall Conference. Please find below
the schedule.
Store Hours: Friday—1:00-6:00
Saturday—8:30-noon
Thursday—September 20—Registration Only
Friday—September 21
1:00-3:00—Executive Board Meeting
3:00-5:00—VA&R Workshop
(includes volunteer orientation)
7:00pm—Opening of Fall Conference
Saturday, September 22
8:30-9:00
Girls State
30 minutes
9:00-9:15
Chaplain
15 minutes
9:15-9:35
Americanism
20 minutes
9:35-9:50
AEF
15 minutes
9:50-10:05
Legislative
15 minutes
10 minute break
10:15-10:30 Leadership
15 minutes
10:30-10:40 Parliamentarian
10 minutes
10:40-11:00 Junior Activities
20 minutes
11:00-11:15 National Security
15 minutes

11:15-11:45 Children and Youth 30 minutes
11:45-1:00
Lunch Break
75 minutes
1:00-1:10
President
10 minutes
1:10-1:20
Secretary
10 minutes
1:20-1:50
Membership
20 minutes
1:50-2:05
Past Presidents Parley 15 minutes
2:05-2:25
Poppy
20 minutes
2:25-2:45
Education
20 minutes
10 minute break
2:55-3:15
Community Service 20 minutes
3:15-3:30
Constitution and By-Laws 15 minutes
3:30-3:45
Public Relations
15 minutes
3:45-4:00
Finance
15 minutes
4:00-4:15
Historian
15 minutes
4:15-4:25
Music
10 minutes
4:25-4:35
Resolutions
10 minutes

Don’t forget to
attend the
Saturday Night
social

Staff members and veterans from the Volunteers of America
- Michigan were pleasantly surprised by the generosity of the
2012 Girls State citizens and staff when they saw our food tower.
Veteran Dave, left front, presented a plaque of appreciation to
Beryl Robbins, right front.
Others who helped organize and stack the tower of non-perishables are pictured, along with veteran Tom and Heather
Volunteers of America staff members.
Deborah Williamson and Claudia Barber-Martin of the Girls
State Staff and Mickey Lowe and Courtney Kailunas, Girls State
Press representative were also pleased with the outpouring for
this first ever food drive.

AUXILIARY HEADQUARTERS DIRECTORY 517-267-8809
Auxiliary Administration - 21 - info@michalaux.org
Auxiliary Membership/Girls State - 19 - svandlen@michalaux.org
Auxiliary Poppies/Scholarships/Bookkeeping - 22 - lknott@michalaux.org
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Susan Verville, Department Chaplain

FAITH

NOW FAITH IS THE REALIZATION OF WHAT IS HOPED FOR
AND EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN. HEBREWS 11:1
FAITH is in our vision, our determination
and dedication to helping our Veterans and
their families. We need to have FAITH in ourselves so we can accomplish the goals set
before us for this coming year. We know that
we can reach these goals, but we just can’t see
the results yet. Only with our hard work and
FAITH will we be able to set our sights high
in the sky for our Veterans and for all of our
Auxiliary programs.
THE WINGS OF FAITH by Clay Harrison
May the wings of faith uphold you
When your cross is hard to bear,
As temptations surround you
And no one seems to care.
May the wings of faith surround you

And shield you from the pain,
When sorrows overcome you
And teardrops fall like rain.
May you know that HE is with you
In times of deep despair,
May the Spirit, who’s within you,
Confirm that HE is there!
May the valley of the shadow
Provide angels unaware.
May the wings of faith uphold you
When your cross is hard to bear.
I ask that we have FAITH in each other and to
have the FAITH and courage to reach out to
all our Veterans and Auxiliary members to
meet the challenges that lie ahead of us this
coming year. Let us always remember that all
things are possible for those who have FAITH.

NATIONAL SECURITY
Nancy L. Knox, National Security Chairman
Thank you all so very much for the support
you have given me over the past few years. I am
so honored to be serving as your Second Vice
President and the National Security Chairman.
I have to be honest this is really new to me. I
haven’t served on this committee at any level,
but what I have been reading is very exciting
to me.
Our committee is Harriet Struim from the 5th
District and Krystal Orberle from the UPAA. I
can say that both ladies are looking forward to
working with this committee. We will work
hard at the many things that this committee covers.
The last week or so I have searched the web
sites, trying to find all that is covered by
National Security. My first thought was what

would I do if National Security is compromised. It’s not what we do when it compromised, it’s how we handle it after. The many different programs we can help are just unbelievable. Just naming a few are the American
Red Cross, USO support, Blue Star and Gold
Star programs, POW/MIA initiatives and CERT
program. This is where we fit in. We can start
by supporting all of the above programs. As a
Unit or District try picking one of the above programs and work hard at it. Remember that you
will get credit for what you do at the end of this
year and I know that President MaryAnn will
be very happy and proud of all that is being
done in this wonderful state.
Watch for Unit mailings for more information and I hope to see you at the Fall
Conference.

A NEW BEGINNING
Kim Frazier, Community Service Chairman
A new Auxiliary year is under way. If you were
at the Department Convention in Kalamazoo
you heard that we have a new award under
Community Service, the Patricia Jewell Award for
the Units under 200 members, the most outstanding single program that has benefitted the
Community. This committee hopes that the Units
throughout the State will participate for this
award.
The goals of this committee are the same as the
previous year, aiding our veterans, service members and their families, and organize and participate in service project on national days of serv-

ice. They are as follows:
Remembrance/Patriot Day – September 11, 2012
Gold Star Mother’s Day – September 25, 2012
Make a Difference Day – October 27, 2012
Veterans Day – November 11, 2012
Pearl Harbor – December 7, 2012

There are many more events that will be listed in your Guide. When you receive the guide,
please read it and follow the rules for each award.
More information regarding this program will
be presented at Fall Conference and we are looking forward to seeing all of you there.

Report of the 72nd
Session of Girls State
Deborah Williamson, Girls State Chairman
The 72nd session of Michigan American
Legion Auxiliary Girls State was held June 17
- 23 at Michigan State University. We started
the week expecting 325 delegates, but 17 of
those delegates were "no shows". We were able
to call in alternates to fill as many vacancies as
possible. On Wednesday 295 citizens voted for
their candidates, with 294 delegates completing the entire session. We had an exceptional group of girls and received several compliments from the MSU kitchen staff and the CATA
bus drivers.
The Cities decorated their halls in time for
the Past Department Presidents' visit. Past
Department Presidents who came to visit were:
Pricilla Kelsey, Patricia Laine, Mary GollerKilts, Judy Lynch and Jan Kintz.
With the votes tallied, the following winners
were announced at the Toga party, Wednesday
evening: Sylvia Klosin, Governor; Catherine
Washington, Lt. Governor; Nikita Singareddy,
Secretary of State; and Latisha Fields, Attorney
General. The five Supreme Court Justices elected are Arielle Copeland, Katherine Stanton,
Allison Schieber, Courtney Farmer and Lauren
Ellsworth.
Judge Susan Jonas administered the oath of
office to the newly elected officials on the East
steps of our Capitol, with State Representative
Lisa Posthumus-Lyons the keynote speaker. The
citizens had the opportunity to tour the Capitol
Building before returning to Michigan State
University to continue with the program.
Our week came to a close with Friday
night's talent show, Saturday's Moot Court and
Mock trial and the final Awards ceremony.
Brooke Huisman of Clarkston was named
Michigan's Samsung Scholarship winner. Sylvia
Klosin of Midland and Nikita Singareddy of
Midland were selected Delegates to Girls
Nation. The Alternates are Catherine
Washington of Farmington Hills and Arielle
Copeland of Southfield. Honorable mention
was given to Anna Gray of Clarkston, Casey
Lemerand of Hillsdale and Mallory Rivard of
Bay City.
Once again, our Governor was selected to
attend Girls Nation. She has resigned her
office and Lt. Governor Catherine Washington
from Wojack City was installed as the new
Governor.
At Madam President Carrie's request, we tried
something new with the 2012 Girls State session.The delegates were asked to bring non-perishable food for a local veterans homeless shelter. A total of $637.70 worth of food, paper
products, toothpaste etc. was donated to
Volunteers of America.

REPORTS

1st Zone Commander
By Eddie W. Brown
It is my honor to continue serving my American Legion family as
the Commander of Zone 1. I
will do my best to represent our
Districts. While it was my pleasure to serve as State Chaplain the
last four years, working with four
great Commanders, it was time
for this change. I have always
been a proponent of getting as
many legionnaires involved as
possible and mentoring our
younger comrades. I want to
thank so many of you for your
kind words and support. I trust
that you’ll continue to support
Chaplain Jennifer Smith and her
Assistant Roger Avie.
I am excited about this coming
year. I look forward to working
with Department Commander
Tom Brown, 1st District
Commander Ray Droste and
16th District Commander Ron
Runyan. These are good men
and I’m sure will be great leaders.
We have a lot of exciting activities
planned here in Southeast
Michigan. By the time you read
this we would have already had
the 4th of July Parade in
Wyandotte where Post 217 does a
wonderful job coordinating. And,
we would have already had our
Zone picnic at Taylor Post 200.
The picnic would not be possible without teamwork and dedication (I can’t name them all but
Alex, Jeremy and Archie always
seem to come through).
There is another event that I
think is just awesome and that is
the Annual Veterans Day Parade
and Ceremonies in Detroit. This
event is growing each year and is
very important to highlight our
cause and veterans’ programs. It
will be held on Saturday,
September 3rd from 8:00 am to
2:00 pm. There will be representatives from many Veterans
Organizations, the military, community groups and marching
bands etc. Participation is free.
While we need involvement we
also need to get the word out and
gather more spectators. Visit
h t t p : / / m e t ro d e t ro i t ve t e r anscoalition.com for more info
and to register.
Also coming up are our District
Meetings(see page 4 for schedule). We hope to see as many at
these meetings as possible. We
have other Zone activities in the
planning phase like a leadership
college that will feature detailed
service office instruction and public relations and publication. We
would also like to sponsor a fund
raiser to help offset the cost of
the picnic and raise money for
our veterans programs. So, we

have an exciting year a head of us.
God Bless You All.

3rd Zone Commander
By Brett Holt
Fellow Legionnaires of the 3rd
Zone, I hope you are all well and
working towards furthering the
programs of the Department of
Michigan and your posts. It is a
great honor to have been elected
as your 3rd Zone Commander
and a great responsibility. A
responsibility I do not take lightly and pledge to do my best and
give it my all.
I want to congratulate Immediate Past 3rd Zone
Commander Striggow on his
being selected as the Zone
Commander of the Year for
2011-2012. It was a recognition
well deserved. Commander, you
set a fine example and I hope that
I can emulate your success.
Blue cap Legionnaires, please
know that I work for you. Do not
hesitate to contact me, through
your District Commander, if you
need me or wish to have me
attend one of your events. Event
request can be sent directly to me
by e-mail at bholt62@att.net.
6th,7th,8th,17th and 18th District
Commanders I am at your service.
Fall Conference is fast approaching. I recommend all
Legion Family members attend
if you can. This year the conference will be at Boyne Highlands
in Harbor Springs September 2123 hosted by the 19th District.
There will be several schools of
instruction and valuable information that you can take back to
your posts.
I am looking forward to attending the district meetings of all five
of the 3rd Zone districts. If you
haven’t attended a District meeting in the past I strongly recommend doing so. The District is
that vital link between
Department Headquarters and
the post and a lot of up to date
information is shared as well as
brainstorming sessions that can
benefit your post. Who knows
maybe Commander Brown or I
will stop by to visit with you and
share information and answer
questions.
Leadership College will be
passing through the 3rd Zone
sometime this fall. I cannot stress
enough the importance of attending this class. Please watch for
announcements on dates and
locations of the class. I would like
to see all District Commanders,
Alternate District Commanders,
Post Commanders and officers
and most importantly anyone that
has any aspirations of becoming
a future leader in The American
Legion at any level in attendance.
Thank you again, members of
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the 3rd Zone, for the faith you
have shown in me by selecting
me for this honorable position. I
will not let you down.

4th Zone Commander
By Wilson Coomer
I look forward to serving the
forth zone in 2012 and 2013.
Some of the programs I would
like the Post commanders to look
at is our membership program as
I will be making this top priority
to membership teams in the districts and the posts. I would also
like to see the commanders promote programs like Boy State
scholarships and public relations
as these will bring membership
up in the posts and districts. I
would like to see more Posts show
up at the district meetings as this
is your American Legion and
together we can make it grow
with more veterans in our ranks
the more we can do in our communities. For God and Country
.
5th Zone Commander
By Jack Koivisto
Greetings to all the American
Legion Posts of Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula; I have been 3elected to
serve you as your 5th zone commander. I look forward assisting
you whenever and wherever I am
able, just let me know. I have
been a Legionnaire for 35 years.
I am a retired Navy Chief Petty
Officer having served 22 years of
active duty. I have served Crystall
Falls Post 87 as Post Commander,
Senior Vice Commander,
Adjutant, Chaplain, and
Membership Chairman. I have
also served 2 years on our State
Finance
and
Personnel
Committees. I followed the past
2 years as the Alternate and
Commander for the 12 the
District.
It is my hope that all Posts of
the U.P. and the State of
Michigan adhere to the American
Legions, and the State
Commander Tom Brown’s, goals
of the Four Pillars, which are
Veteran
Affairs
and
Rehabilitation, National Security,
Americanism, and Children and
Youth. These are goals that all
Legionnaires must keep in mind
as each of the pillars emcompass
a variety of programs that benefit our nations veterans, it’s service members, their families, the
youth of America, and ordinary
citizens. Membership in our
organization is vital to maintaining the Legion’s Four Pillars in
order for us to serve our veterans.
Any assistance that we (the
District Commanders, their teams
and I) can provide just ask.
8th District Commander
By Gary Gross

Hello fellow Legionnaires of the
8th District, I am your newly
elected Commander, Gary Gross.
First of all, I wish to thank out
going District Commander
Robert Paksi for a great year.
Congratulations to Brett Holt of
Post 314 for his election to the
3rd Zone Commander position.
It occurs to me that you may want
to know my thinking of the 8th
District for this year.
First of all, my goal is to get
District meetings participation by
all 26 Posts. Too many times,
meetings included less than half of
the Posts in the District. I would
like to see a minimum of Post
Commander and Post Adjutant at
all District meetings. Other Post
Legionnaires are of course welcome, the more the better. If the
Post Commander and/or
Adjutant cannot make the meetings, they should designate someone to attend the meetings. We
always have a great meal and
good social time. The District is
the Post source of contact and
information with the Department
of Michigan. District Committee
Chairmen may have important
information for your projects. At
our
recent
Kalamazoo
Convention, only 7 Posts from
District 8 were certified to vote
on four Amendments, eighteen
resolutions and new Department
Officers including Department
Commander. Get your Post thinking, we need to attend District
meeting and State conferences,
we need to have a say.
Next, the District/Posts need to
start working on the new membership year, to reach 100%. Last
year, our District was 15th out of
16 Districts; we can do better, a lot
better. The difference between
the highest District and us was
just less than 6% of membership.
And lastly (for now) Posts need to
complete and send in the
Consolidation Post Report. Posts
Consolidation was less than half
of the Posts. These Consolidation
reports are your way to show what
the Post is doing, for helping veterans and public service.
This year's (2012-2013) District
meetings are as follows.
September 9th at St. Johns,
November 4th at Carson City,
January 6th at Stanton, March
3rd at Owosso and May 5th at
Laingsburg. Welcome back
Owosso, after your loss by fire.
4th District Commander
By Barney Regnier
I would like to thank the Fourth
District Past Commanders
Association for electing me as the
district commander for the
2012/2013 year.
The Post Blue Caps are the
backbone of our great organization and we can have a great year

following the words of our preamble which describes the four
pillars.
All 42 Posts have a new year of
membership and your adjutant
is the key to success for the year.
I encourage all 1st vice commanders to have a membership
committee to work on retentions,
past unpaid members, new veterans who join your post. Utilize
the direct mail solicitation program by contacting the department membership team and
request a zip code list of
Legionnaires who live in your
area. This is a great source that
can increase your membership.
Being prompt with your district
dues is a priority, please send me
your list of commanders and
adjutants ASAP.
If you have news from your Post
about events, ceremonies or fund
raisers please email me at barney_regnier@yahoo.com or call
me at 269-906-1931 or send to
70300 24th Ave, South Haven,
MI 49090. I will include these
items in my reports and District
Newsletter.
I look forward to seeing you on
my Post visits. I look forward to
working with you all for God and
Country.
9th District Commander
By Gary D. Hlavka
Greetings 9th District
Legionnaires from your new
Commander. My name is Gary
D. Hlavka, a 31 year member of
Bowen-Holliday Post 35 Traverse
City. I have served my Post as
Commander for 3 years, as well as
other post offices, and also on our
Jr. Baseball Board.
Our District meetings need
more posts attending, so this year
I would like to get the posts in
the northern part of the District
together and see if we can help
them in getting to district meetings. We also need to get more to
attend
the
Department
Convention. I have some ideas &
some that were suggested to me to
bring up at our 30 day meeting.
Without the post participation,
we have no idea of what the posts
are doing. Sometime this fall, your
post will get a letter from me
regarding a meeting, so Post
Commanders, it would be great
for you or your 1st Vice to attend.
The Department Convention this
year only had 6 posts out of 25
attended. Those posts did all the
voting for the District. We need
your help at the Convention next
year.
As you know, membership is
down in the State. The department has awards for the
Legionnaire’s who sign up new
members. I would like to see each

REPORTS cont. on P. 13
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CLASS AA STATE TOURNAMENT TEAMS
Phil Carey was chosen
as the 2012 Ki KI
Cuyler
as “Most
Valuable Player” following the Championship
game played between
Adrian and Midland.

Berrien Springs Post 85

Adrian Post 275
Class AA State Champions
Chief Pontiac Post 377

Fort Dearborn Post 364

Midland Berryhill Post 165

Milford Post Post 216

CLASS A STATE TOURNAMENT TEAMS

2012 Hal Newhouser Award
Kyle Sexton from the Kingsford Blues was
chosen as the 2012 Hal Newhouser “Most
Valuable Player” following the Championship
game.
Escanaba Post 82

2012
Michigan
Scholarship
Winner
Joel Crozier from Ottawa Lake
was chosen as the American
Legion Baseball Scholarship winner for the Department of
Michgan. Joel plans to attend
Northeastern University in
Boston and pursue a degree in
Chemical Engineering.

Kingsford Blues Post 363
Class A State Champions

Hudson Post 180

Marquette Post 44

Gladstone Post 71

Menominee Post 146

STATE OFFICERS - 2012 - 2013
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AMERICAN LEGION - DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
Commander Thomas Brown

Adjutant Patrick W. Lafferty

N.E.C. Thomas G. Holzgen

Alt. N.E.C. John Skinner

Sergeant-at-Arms Michael Buda

Historian Rex Lambert

Chaplain Jennifer Smith

Judge Advocate F. Gerrit Veldman

1st Zone Commander Eddie Brown

2nd Zone Commander Lynn Jolink

3rd Zone Commander Brett Holt

4th Zone Commander Wilson Coomer

5th Zone Commander Jack Koivisto

1st Dist. Commander Ray Droste

2nd Dist. Commander David Loop

3rd Dist. Commander Jim Carlin

4th Dist. Commander Barney Regnier

7th Dist. Commander Augus Miele

8th Dist. Commander Gary Gross

9th Dist. Commander Gary Hlavka

Finance Officer Lyle Shanks

6th Dist Commander Jerry Kunzelman

11th Dist. Cmdr. George Maciejewski, Jr.

19th Dist. Commander Joe Renis

12th Dist. Commander Jimmy Dougovito

16th Dist. Commander Ron Runyan

17th Dist. Commander Terry Montgomery

5th Dist. Commander Dale Gould

10th Dist. Commander Bob Bauder

18th Dist. Cmdr. Michael C. Williams

These officers comprise your Department Executive Committee. They represent your membership
in each respective territory, with the State Commander having overall responsibility. With them
and the assistance from our 440 posts and state level committees, Michigan will once again deliver a very successful and progressive Legion year for our veterans, their families, and their communities.

Veterans’ Service
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Understanding the Steps…..
than halfway the majority of the time.
There are three phases to a filed claim,
(1) Development (2) Rating (3)
Authorization. The development phase
can take anywhere from 6 months to a
year or more. This phase is where VA
gathers and develops the medical evidence, service medical and administrative
records, and schedules the C & P examinations. The more evidence the veterans
and the VSO provide the VA the less
time it takes. The claim will not move to
ratings unless all of this data is collected
and the veteran signs off on the VCAA
notice, or one year from the date the
claim was filed if the veteran is unreachable.
When the claim is finished with development it may still take 30-90 days or
longer to be assigned a rater. This is
because they are busy rating other claims
and the VA waits until a rater becomes
available to assign the claim. The rater
then assigns a percentage for the disability.
Lastly is the authorization phase. This
is the shortest process and usually takes
one to two weeks for completion. This
prompts the rating decision and award letter to be generated to the veteran and the
claim then goes to finance if an award
payment is necessary. Being proactive
on your claim and acquiring all the evidence suggested by the service officer or
county and VA will help your case. If you
wait for VA to tell you what they need you
should probably understand that your
claim will sit on a shelf and not get
touched for 60 day increments at a time
or until evidence arrives.

American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans and Their families.
They can assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. Assist
you and your Dependents in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to your Country

James C. Topps
Director

American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Mr. James C. Topps, Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone – (313)-964-6640 or (313)-964-6641
Office Fax (313)-964-5697
Cell Phone – (269)-312-2239 - e-mail –
james.topps@va.gov – toppsjamesc@yahoo.com
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Erna LaBeau, Director’s Secretary – ernawati.labeau@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Department Service Officer – lannie.thomas@va.gov
Robert Rasche, Department Service Officer – robert.rasche@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Department Service Officer – tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Suzette Price, Department Service Officer – suzette.price@va.gov
Chris Smirnes, Department Service Officer – christopher.smirnes@va.gov

Call the Detroit office for sevice officer schedule.

Another solution, and quite frankly a
must, is to be clear, concise, and patient
with the people who are helping you. I
love my job and work very hard to bring
you the greatest amount of benefits one
deserves. Please remember that our job as
DVSO’s includes a variety of functions
other than claims processing. We perform legal research to help various claims,
counsel veterans with employment issues,
homelessness issues, and try to answer as
many phone calls as we can in an 8 hour
period. DVSO’s represent veterans claims
in appeals to judges and VA employees at
the regional office in Detroit and assist
National for an claims being appealed in
Washington D.C. Lest we forget the currently serving military who need our assistance while still serving. We attend training and giving training to be more knowledgeable officers and exchange ideas on
improving the process. Please, be patient
with us because you are our purpose and
the reason we do all that we do. If I
have not said this to you while speaking
to you on the phone or in person,
THANK YOU for your service, WELCOME HOME and please continue to
support the greatest veteran service organization, The American Legion, because it
all matters!

visit us online at www.thelit.com

By Suzette Price,
DVSO
Greetings
Legionnaires, from the
12th floor of the federal building in Detroit,
The American Legion
Department
of
Michigan Veterans
Service Office. For the past 16 months I
have had the honor and privilege of working with the best veteran’s service organization in the nation and serving many of
you. During those 16 months I have
learned many things about the claims
process and as I take phone calls from veterans I understand the frustration many
feel from the long wait times for their
claim. Our commitment is to service
those claim as best and expediently as
possible.
In May of 2011 I was trained that the
claims process was anywhere from six to
nine months long. Today, the claims
process is 18 to 24 months long. The
claims being filed has severely increased
and the hiring of VA employees has failed
to parallel with the growth in claims, thus
resulting in a serious backlog. Please
understand if you file a claim today it
might take up to 2 years to receive a decision from the VA.
The DVSO’s here at the regional office
unfortunately have to work within the
same time frame as the Department of
Veterans Affairs in order to get things
done respectively. The VA is not capable
of conforming to the American Legion
standards of claims processing which
means we have to meet the VA more
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JUNIOR CONVENTION BROUGHT A SUCCESSFUL
YEAR TO A CLOSE
Darlene Jones, Junior Activities Chairman
Junior Convention was a success and I
must thank everyone who helped to make
Honorary Junior President Chelsea’s convention
and her year a success. We would have loved
to have more juniors and hopefully next year
we will. Past Department Honorary Junior
President Caitlin Keif could not be at the convention because she had the lead part in a
play (Little Abner), which I did go see the weekend before, and it was an awesome. Kaitlin sent
in her national report.

This year’s junior special project was the
Elmobility Program. So far Honorary Junior
President Chelsea has raised $845.00 this does
not count the cost of the toys and items donated to the Elmobility Room. At Winter
Conference Gary Tanner had the Elmobility
room open and Honorary Junior President
Chelsea along with the juniors came to help celebrate Elmo’s Birthday. This event was attended by the National Commander Fang Wong
who had a great time and even posted pictures
on the National page.

Alexus Champion 2012-13
Honorary Junior President
Hello my name is Alexus Champion and I am the
Department of Michigan Honorary Junior President
for the year 2012-2013. I became eligible for membership in the Junior Auxiliary through my Grandpa,
Charles Yates, Jr., a World War II Veteran. I have been
a member since I was born and I am very active in
the Junior Auxiliary of Chief Pontiac Unit #377 in
Clarkston, Michigan. I would like to congratulate
last years Department of Michigan Honorary Junior
President, Chelsea Kovacs, and the Department of
Michigan Juniors for a very rewarding and exciting
year.
I have chosen Relay for Life for my special project this year. Relay for Life is a 24 hour relay that
helps to raise money to find the cure for cancer. The
Relay for Life raises money to support research in
finding the cure for all types of cancer not one
specific type. The reason I chose this as my special
project is many of my family members and people
that I’m close to have had cancer. Along with that,
the biggest reason I chose this as my special project is that I feel that no Veteran or their family
should have to go through having cancer after all
the sacrifices they have given towards making our
country a free country. I have hope that the money
that is raised will find a cure for cancer and save
Veterans lives along with their family members.

I would also like to introduce the Department of
Michigan Honorary Junior Officers for the year
2012-2013.
-First Vice President: Alyssa Champion
-Second Vice President: Ciara Brown
-Chaplain: Cassidy Kovacs
-Historian: Sabrina Townes
-Sgt. at Arms: Taylor Towns
-Assistant Sgt. at Arms: Emma Damouth
-Secretary: Jasmine Brown
-Colored Bears: Taylor Houghton and Destiny
Smigiel
-Distinguished Guest Chairman: Miranda Jones
My officers and I are looking forward to a very
productive year and I hope to raise as much money
as possible towards my special project Relay for Life.
I also look forward to working with the Department
of Michigan President Mary Anne Yuncker,
Department of Michigan Commander Thomas
Brown, and the Department of Michigan Sons of the
American Legion Detachment Commander Rodney
Tolbert.
I know this year will be a very rewarding year
working with all of the Department Juniors and
our Department of Michigan Junior Chairman
Darlene Jones.

18th District Takes on “Fastball Flakes” for Project
Janice Rollin, 18th District President
I am very pleased to have been re-elected Auxiliary
President of the 18th District for a third time and
look forward to serving with MaryAnn and her officers. We are honored to have our own Ellen Jackson,
Dept. Historian, representing the 18th District!! S W
E E T !! (Ok, borrowed that one from Past Prez
Carrie!!!!)
Just to remind you …NOW…at the Beginning of
the year….keep good records of your events, community and field service hours, programs you hold, etc.
When April 2013 rolls around, we can provide
Department with those all-important statistics.
Together, we can make a difference!!!!
My special project this year is to promote Justin
Verlander’s Fastball Flakes (available only at Meijers
for a limited time). All proceeds from the sales are
being donated to the John D. Dingell VA Medical

Center in Detroit and the VA Healthcare System in Ann
Arbor. I am challenging each Auxiliary member to purchase 2 boxes ($3.49/box) …enjoy one …and donate
the other to a local food bank. Together, we can make
a difference!!
Continue to keep your membership goal on the forefront. In a struggling economy, people make choices
on paying dues vs other important expenses. Reiterate
to your members how important the American Legion
Auxiliary is … supporting Veterans and the community. Collaborate with other groups and show your
enthusiasm at local events…host community meetings…get people in the door!!
In November, we go to the Polls for elections…cast
your vote for the best candidate. This is a GREAT
nation, and we all can make a difference!!
God Bless America…. and all who make it possible for us to live HERE… as free individuals!!

We have a lot of juniors who have earned
their Americanism patch. Remember juniors to
keep working on the rest of your patches.
The juniors had their elections and our new
junior officers are President Alexus Champion,
1st Vice Alyssa Champion, 2nd Vice Ciara
Jewel, Chaplain Cassidy Kovacs and Historian
Sabrina Townes. Alexus has chosen Relay for
Life as her special project. The juniors will also
be helping at the stand-downs and the MVF.
Congratulations to the new officers who I
know will do wonderful job.

Ann Arbor
VAMC Report
Krystal Hall, Representative
Since 1953, the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System
has provided state-of-the art healthcare services
to the men and women who have so proudly served
our nation. It is consider it our privilege to serve
their healthcare needs in any way we can. The main
hospital campus, located in Ann Arbor, serviced
over fifty-six thousand veterans during 2011; over
one thousand volunteers logged over seventy-eight
thousand volunteered hours. VAAHS was further
honored with donations of totaling over $770,000
which is used/was used to support our Veterans.
VAAAHS is active in several programs, several
are presented here: the campaign to end Veteran
Homelessness; Veteran Justice Outreach; Telehealth
Clinics; My HealtheVet web-access services and
information for veteran; Click 2 Benefits (allows
Veterans to speak directly with a VBA claims specialist); SCAN-ECHO (Specialty Care Access
Network Extension of Community Healthcare
Outcomes); Veteran Transportation Service (one of
only four national sites selected for a two-year
pilot project); and, No Veteran Dies Alone (specially
trained volunteers provide companionship and
assistance as Veterans enter the final stages of life,
in 2011 2,200 hours of support was given by volunteered).
Auxiliary members from the 2nd, 17th, and
18th Districts continue to be active/supportive of the
Annual Gift Shop, monthly Bingo parties, special
need donations (patient/family clinic pagers—one
of last year’s special project), and a Father’s Day program. Volunteers and Auxiliary members also helped
with several other programs: POW/MIA, Veterans
Day, National Salute to Veterans Week, Clothing
Store (in-house), and the recent National
Convention (Small Business, Job Fair, etc.) that was
held in June at the Cobo Center in Detroit.
As in past years, the goal will be to provide the
best care and support for our country’s veterans and
to support the VAAAHS programs. As the newly
assigned representative, one of my goals (our project) is to help gather donations to obtain new/additional blanket warmers. In closing, I offer that I
am honored—and humbled—to have the opportunities to work with such dedicated staff, volunteers, and other supporters here at the Ann Arbor
VA Health System.
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“THE SKY’S THE LIMIT” FOR MEMBERSHIP

Linda Wallace
Membership Chairman
In keeping with National President, Peggy
Thomas’ theme, “Soaring to New Heights” and
Department President, Mary Anne’s theme “The
Sky’s the Limit for our Veterans,” I am entrusting all auxiliary members to reach out and
recruit, retain and reward. Instill in all our
members what the value of their membership
means. Let them know that the cost to belong
is invaluable, we are needed more than ever
and always recognize the value of each member.
Our Department staff is ready to start entering 2013 membership dues. Renewals can be
sent in after June 1st and new members will be
added after September 1st (you can still mail in
NEW memberships at any time.) Please keep
in mind that this year our dues have increased
to $15.00 per senior member. On a positive
note, each unit goal will remain the same as last
year!!!! NO INCREASE!!!!!! However, I challenge all auxiliary members to recruit at least
one or more new members.
Our milestone dates (formerly target dates) for
dues to Department are:
Milestone 1:55% by November 2, 2012
Milestone 2:70% by February 7, 2013
Milestone 3:85% by May 10, 2013
Milestone 4: 100% 30 days prior to the 2013
National Convention
“LET’S MAKE MICHIGAN SOAR TO NEW
MEMBERSHIP HEIGHTS”

All units should have their 2013 membership
packets by now. Please review the information
in this packet. If you have any discrepancies
let Sandy Vandlen, Department membership
clerk, know immediately so it can be corrected. Our membership team and Department
staff are here to assist in any way that we can.
Also, note that there are new “Transmittal
Sheets” and “Unit Data” forms. Department has
worked hard to revise and make them more
user friendly. They are very self explanatory.
“Communication” will be my key to membership this year. Unit Presidents please make
sure your membership chairman receives all
information regarding membership from the
unit mailings. She can’t do her job effectively if she isn’t informed or doesn’t receive the
information. Remember to “COMMUNICATE”.
National and Department have many awards
that can be achieved individually or as a unit.
The awards list will be sent out in your unit
mailings enabling your members to work
towards earning one or more of these awards.
What a feeling of accomplishment when you
or your unit receives an award at
Convention!!!!!!!!!!
The following is your 2012-2013 membership
team:
UPPER NORTHERN AREA: (UPAA DISTRICT)
Marilyn Bruntjens
LOWER NORTHERN AREA: (9TH, 10TH,
19TH DISTRICTS)
Sherry Losinski
WESTERN AREA: (2ND, 3RD, 4TH, 5TH DIS-

TRICTS)
LoraLee Nauta
EASTERN AREA: (6TH, 7TH, 8TH, 17TH,
18TH DISTRICTS)
Susan Svacha
SOUTHERN AREA: ( 1ST, 16TH DISTRICTS)
Rose Callahan
Make sure you invite them to unit and district meetings. They are here to assist and bring
new information and ideas on membership. I
am also available to attend district meetings.
Send your invites out early!!!!!!
Our team is looking forward to Fall
Conference at Boyne Highlands on September
21, 22, and 23 where we will have a membership workshop. Please spread the word to
your unit members. This is a school of instruction where you learn about our great organization and its many programs that we support.
Remember our membership goal from
National is:
“By demonstrating Service Not Self and
engaging members in meaningful mission
delivery, the American Legion Auxiliary will
retain current members and attract new
members”
I, along with the membership team, look forward to visiting and meeting members around
the great State of Michigan!!!!!
Again, call or e-mail me or the membership
team for any assistance that you may need.
We’re here to help!!!!!!!

The Auxiliary’s Oldest Program
Terri Brodock, VA&R Chairman
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation is the oldest program of the American Legion Auxiliary.
Since the establishment of the Auxiliary at the
American Legions first National Convention in
1920, it has been our duty to care for veterans and
their families. Your 2012/2013 Department of
Michigan VA&R Committee is dedicated to helping you fulfill that duty.
The American Legion Auxiliary VA&R Program
is divided into three main parts. Hospital Service
which deals with our veterans clients of Veterans
Administration Hospitals or Clinics, Field Service
which includes working with veterans in community based hospitals, Vets Homes, nursing
homes, homeless shelters, or their own homes,
and Home Service which is work that we do in
our own homes, such as cooking/baking, sewing,
laundry, etc., for the benefit of the veteran in
his/her environment. A VA&R Volunteer cannot
take credit for serving a veteran that you are related to or if you receive monetary compensation.

The VA&R Volunteer is responsible for keeping a record of hours served, and monies spent,
from April 1st to March 31st. The Volunteer
reports this to the Unit VA&R Chairman, who in
turn, reports this to the appropriate Department
VA&R Committee member by April 30th each
year. (Field Service Volunteers must take the
American Legion Auxiliary Field Service
Orientation before hours can be counted.)
Volunteers receive a Hospital/Field
Service/Home Service Pin when 50 hours of
service are verified and reported by the Unit
VA&R Chairman or Unit President. Hours bars,
which attach to the pin, are earned with 50,
100, 300, 500, 1000, 2000, 3000, etc. accumulative hours of service.
Your VA&R Committee is Hospital Service
Director Carol Parks, Field Service Director
Sharon Therrien, Homeless Veterans Service
Coordinator Robin Puckett, and myself, Terri
Brodock, VA&R Chairman, 7900 Whitneyville
Ave. S.E., Alto, MI 49302-9734, 616-891-8862,
tbrodock@hotmail.com.

The American Legion Post #90 of Lake Linden, MI recently celebrated the 105th birthday of Mary Altman (23 y.o.s. Life
member) at Portage point in Hancock. mary is a former World
War II Army nurse and began her services in the Mojave
Desert ina field hospital in 1943.

REPORTS
CONTINUED

member of the 9th District
sign up 1 new member or
more this year. Ask your
friends, there is material available from the Department; all
you have to do is call them.
As the year progresses, I
sincerely hope to get to some
Posts and meet more of our
Legion Members. Remember,
membership is everyone’s job.
Thank you.

10th Districtrict
By Bob Bauder
First, I need to introduce
myself ! I ‘m Bob Bauder, of
Post 165 in Midland, and for
the next year I have the privilege of serving as, your Tenth
District. Commander. Our
first District meeting will be
Sept. 8th, at 11 am. We will be
meeting at Post 274, 349 State
St. Oscoda MI. I am requesting that ALL Commanders,
and/or Alternates be at this
and all of the District meetings. If you are not there, you
are allowing others to control
the future of this District and
in turn The American Legion
as an Organization.
The Nov. meeting is Nov.
3rd at Post 254, Mikado, followed by Post 18, Bay City on
Jan. 5th, and Post 443, Sanford
in March, And the Memorial
Service at Post 404, Harrison,
in May. And as I said before, if
you are not there, you are not
helping to control the destiny
of your organization.
At the Summer Conference
Commander Tracy presented
a check for Wil-Win Lodge to
State Commander Richard
Chapman, and it helped me
understand why we are called

the Mighty Tenth, and we all
should be proud of our name
and our record for what we do
in and for the American
Legion.
I hope to meet all of you my
Sisters and Brothers of this
great District. As I journey
around the Mighty Tenth.
And in closing Know that
GOD LOVES YOU and so
do we.

18th District
Commander
By Michael C. Williams
Hi I am proud to say I am
the new Commander of the
18th District Michael C
Williams.
I feel our group of officers and
members that belong to the
18th are among the best in the
Legion. I can say proudly,
along with our great group of
officers and members that we
will do our best to help
Commander Brown make this
another great year for the
Legion.
We have a new go getter for
our service officer that is
already working hard to help
serve our Veterans and along
with him and our first vice we
will be going to all our posts to
help them accomplish the four
pillars of the American
Legion. With the ok from our
Commander I would like to
try and get more involved with
the media getting the word out
just what the American Legion
stands for. This is only an idea
of mine, so if I'am wrong I
would like to hear so. I just
think it would be a good idea
to let people know that our
posts are not just a cheap place
to buy Legion milk. Well
before I get myself in trouble
I better say good bye and good
luck to all. Latter bye.
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75 Years and Counting for Boys State

We have proudly
completed our seventyfifth session of the
Michigan Boys State
program. It was a very
nice week as we had two
hundred and sixty two
students. There were fifteen no-shows. The
educational staff did
their usual fine job and
they deserve a big
THANK YOU. I was
very impressed and
happy about all the
legion people who came and helped. I want to
especially say thanks to them as they made our
job a lot easier.
It was great to have several new legionnaires

visit Boys State in session. I believe this is a
good way to make our
program better known.
Now is the time for all
of us to start on next
year’s Boys State session. Please invite some
of this year’s Boys Sate
graduates to your post
and other organizations,
to speak and share with
your membership about
" a week that shapes a
lifetime".
We are very proud of
this program and need
to all work together to
help more young people
reap the benefit of it. We will again be at
Nothwood University in Midland in June of
2013. The Boys State tuition fee will be $325
which will include the yearbook.

By Lavern Spolarich, Chairman
Thank you everyone for giving your blood
and marking your license to be a organ donor.
During this past year the committee created
criteria to award individuals who contributed
significant quantities of blood. The criteria
is 10-19 gallons, a certificate, 20-29 gallons, a
plaque and a bronze citizenship medal, 30-39
gallons, a plaque and a silver citizenship
medal, and 40 or more gallons, a plaque and
a gold citizenship medal. Six Legionnaires
and one SAL member were either awarded a
certificate or a plaque and medal. Their names
will be placed on the newly formed “American
Legion Family Blood Donor Club” and published in the Legionnaire and Department
website.
At the Fall Conference in Troy Jennifer

Tislerics from “Gift of Life” made a presentation to the DEC and her organization also
had a booth where 28 Legion family members
registered as organ donors.
At the Winter Meeting in Flint the first of
seven awards were given to two individuals by
National Commander Fang Wong,
Department Commander Richard Chatman
and I.
At the Department Convention in
Kalamazoo Doug Lippert from COTA
“Childrens Organ Transplant Association”
made a presentation to the convention delegates and the seventh blood donor award was
given.
This committee will now be working with
the Auxiliary and the SAL to further promote this program.

By Nelson O’Bryan,
Boys
State
Chairman

BLOOD, EYE, & VITAL ORGAN
ANNUAL REPORT

RAYMOND W. MOORE ENDORSED FOR
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 2013-2014

The Jackson-Koster-Gray Post
300, Lake City and the 9th
District Association proudly
endorse Raymond W. Moore for
the office of Department
Commander for 2013-2014.
Ray earned his eligibility for
The American Legion through
his service in the U.S. Army from
1968 to 1971 with service in
Vietnam from October 1968 to
October 1969.
In 1982 he joined The
American Legion at the JacksonKoster-Gray Post and is a Paid
Raymond W. Moore
Up For Life member.
He has served his post as Adjutant, Service Officer and

Judge Advocate.
In 1988 he became employed as a Department Service
Officer and in 2010 he retired from The American Legion,
Department of Michigan as the Assistant Director of Veteran
Affairs and Rehabilitation.
Precluded from holding an elected office at the Post, District
or Department level of The American Legion due to being
an employee, he continued to serve in many appointed positions to include; 9th District Service Officer, 9th District
Adjutant and VA&R / VAVS, VHVS Chairman.
As a dual member of The American Legion and the Sons
of The American Legion he has served Squadron 300 as
Adjutant for several years and was the Detachment Judge
Advocate for five (5) years.
As a member of Voiture 1206 of the 40&8 he has served
as Chef de Gare, Correspondant and Commissaire Intendant
and also served the Grande Voiture as Sous Cheminot and

Cheminot of the 9th District as well as Grand Correspondant
for several terms.
Since retirement he has continued to serve the Department
as Chairman of the VA&R Committee and is representing
the Department as a member of the National Foreign
Relations Committee.
Also active in his community he has served as Township
Constable and is currently a Township Trustee, member of
the Fire Authority Board, Authorized Agent for the county
Michigan Veterans Trust Fund Committee, County Veteran
Counselor and is an advisory member for the WexfordMissaukee Veterans Assistance Committee of the Cadillac
Area Community Foundation.
Ray and his wife, Marcia have been married since 1972
and have one son and daughter in law, two grandsons and
one married daughter and son in law, one step granddaughter who are all members of the Legion Family.
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Department of Veterans Affairs – Office of Survivors Assistance
“Helping Our Survivors Through Their Time of Transition”

The death of a loved one is a life
changing event, and the Department
of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Office of
Survivors Assistance (OSA) is here to
assist Survivors and their families in
making that necessary transition with
benefits assistance. The Office of
Survivor Assistance was established in
October 2008 by Public Law 110-389 to
serve as resource regarding all benefits
and services furnished by VA to
Survivors and dependents of deceased
Veterans and members of the Armed
Forces.
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K.
Shinseki said “Taking care of Survivors
is as essential as taking care of our

Veterans and military personnel.” He
added, “By taking care of Survivors,
we are honoring a commitment made to
our Veterans and military members.”
OSA explores and implements innovative ways of reaching Survivors who
are not currently receiving VA benefits
for which they may be eligible for which
include, but are not limited to,
Dependency
and
Indemnity
Compensation, health care insurance,
education assistance, and home loan
guaranties.
OSA has established numerous collaborative partnerships (survivor stakeholder groups, Federal agencies, state
and local governments, veterans service

A POWERFUL DRILL: LEGION
LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO
MARCH WITH TEAM

July 17, 2012
By Jenny Lancour - staff writer
(jlancour@dailypress.net), Daily
Press
GLADSTONE - The Gladstone
American Legion Drill Team is looking
for a few good men... and women who
may be interested in marching on the
squad during various community
events.
Area residents are familiar with the
precision drill team which has marched
throughout the region at several
parades, ceremonies, and sporting
events. Wayne Berthaume, member of
Gladstone Legion Post 71, organized
the group 10 years ago.
"It's all about dedication. You're
doing it for the community," explained
Berthaume, of Escanaba, who had also
organized a drill team while he was serving in the military.
The group currently consists of eight members who are not always available for
all the community events, he said. The squad is seeking more volunteers because
of the growing number of events the group is being requested to march in, he added.
The drill team practices on the third Wednesday of the month. The group performs at several parades during the summer but also attends inside events throughout the year such as at local schools and the Jacobetti Veterans Center in Marquette,
said Berthaume.
Other events the drill team participates in include the Rapid River Memorial Day
Parade, the Rock Lions Labor Day Parade, the local Special Olympics Ceremony,
and veterans conventions.
The drill team recently marched in the Gladstone Fourth of July Parade and performed a flag-folding ceremony at the Traveling Vietnam Wall in Gladstone.
Prior to each performance, Berthaume says he gives the drill team members a
pep talk to keep them fired up to march.
"I tell them: 'We're doing this for the men and women that gave their lives for
us. They'll be marching right along with us.'"
Anyone interested in joining the drill team can contact Berthaume at 786-4263.

organizations, non-profit, faith-based
and community organizations, etc.) to
promote the awareness of survivor benefits through providing informative presentations, conducting joint outreach
initiatives with internal and external
partners, serving as panel members,
facilitating events, hosting exhibit booths,
conducting conference calls, and attending events/activities as requested by
internal and external organizations.
OSA also worked closely with its intraagency partners to promote and
strengthened its integrated outreach
efforts to ensure knowledge of survivor
benefits.
In addition, OSA launched innova-

tive outreach strategies to increase the
number of survivors who are aware of
and apply for benefits to include outreach brochures, an education video, a
comprehensive re-designed web site,
social media and media articles.
OSA constantly seeks previously
unexplored avenues and untapped
resources and organizations to provide
effective outreach to better serves the
survivor community. The transition for
many Survivors begins after Taps is
played. For more information on the
Office of Survivors Assistance, call us at
202-461-1077, visit our Web site at
www.va.gov/survivors/, or write us at
officeofsurvivors@va.gov.

USE YOUR BENEFITS: THE
VA HOME LOAN

By Mark Sutton, PR Director
You might be familiar with a special
product called VA loans, designed to
help the members of the military in
their efforts to purchase or refinance a
home. What you probably don’t know,
though, is there are approximately 23
million active and retired military personnel who qualify for these loans.
However, only a small percentage of
the group is currently leveraging the
program.
The VA loan is a show of gratitude
and appreciation for service performed
on behalf of our country. VA loans are
owned by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs, and since they debuted
in 1944 have helped millions of military
men and women finance their homes.
Mortgages in general can seem frightening and confusing, especially when
you’re straying from a traditional mortgage. However, if you’re eligible for a
VA loan and are looking to purchase or
refinance your home, the truth is it will
be very tough to find a better option.
Speaking to a mortgage banker, who
specializes in VA loans, can help you
better understand what a VA loan is,
and how it differs from a traditional
mortgage.
There are several misconceptions
about VA loans that might make someone hesitant to choose one. However,
the VA loan is designed to be an easy
process, offering lower monthly payments for a larger loan amount, and
doesn’t require a down payment for a
home purchase.
One of the myths about VA loans is

that they are too expensive because of
the upfront funding fee. The fact is this
fee gets rolled into the monthly payments, and your payments will most
likely still be $100-$200 less (per month)
than a conventional or FHA loan. The
big difference is that VA loans do not
require a monthly mortgage insurance
premium, furthering your savings each
month.
Another benefit is that with a VA loan
you are eligible for 100% of your
home’s value. This means that if your
home is worth $200,000, you can refinance all $200,000 of it, instead of
maybe only $195,000. And the best
part, because you aren’t paying mortgage insurance, is that your monthly
payment would still be lower.
Veterans and active service members
have committed their lives to serve our
country, and VA loans are a small benefit. They provide the opportunity to
own a home, or refinance the one you
have, with the loan designed exclusively for you. For more information on
VA
Loans,
visit
http://www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/ or seek the advice of a mortgage professional, one who specializes
in serving you. Quicken Loans has a
Military Lending Program with mortgage professionals who will guide military personnel through their options,
including VA loans. Quicken Loans can
be reached at 1-888-452-8180, or by
visiting www.QuickenLoans.com.
Quicken Loans is a Michigan based
company who have been supporting
veterans and their families.

“YOUR OTHER BEST FOOT”
By
Julie
Mann
We have all
heard the
expression,
“Always put
your best foot
forward.”
Even
in
today’s high
t e ch n o l o g y
world, this STILL remains true.
Perhaps because of the competitive
nature in the current job market, one

Detachment Commander
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THE COVER LETTER

could say that it is even more important
today to be sure this is done!
Therefore, when looking for a job the
“best foot” many times equates to your
resume which we discussed in the last
edition but just as importantly the
“other best foot” is your cover letter.
The one question that is still heard
very frequently is, “Are people still
using cover letters?” “Do I really have
to write a cover letter?” “Do people
even read cover letters?” The Answers
are…….yes, Yes, and YES!
The cover letter is the first thing that

Sons of the American Legion

By Rodney Tolbert
Greetings American Legion Family, It
is a honor to be elected as Detachment
Commander for 2012-2013 for the great
state of Michigan. I am looking forward
to working with Department
Commander Tom Brown and
Department Auxiliary President Mary
Anne Yuncker. This year my theme is
“The Year of the Wolverine”, for we
are the wolverine state, and the wolverine is a very aggressive animal, the Sons
of the American Legion want to be like
the wolverine, be aggressive for Veterans
and their families, be aggressive for
American Legion programs, and be
aggressive for membership. We can make
great things happen if we all pull togeth-

er as one, so let’s work hard together as
an American Family, remember the Sons
of the American Legion are here for
you, the Veteran. Just ask and we will be
there to help in any way we can. The
Sons of the American Legion are here
because of the men and women who
served this great county lets never forget
that. My special project is for homeless
veterans, it breaks my heart to see how
many are in our state. Please give to this
worthy cause and help the American
Legion help them, no veteran should go
without shelter, food, or be cold in
Michigan winters. I'm looking forward to
meeting American Legion Family members in my travels in Michigan. For God
and Country.

“Vets Business Boost” Series Starting
Fall 2012 to Help Veteran Business
Owners Contract with the
State of Michigan

By Jenni Riehle, DTMB
Lansing, MI – The Department of
Technology, Management & Budget will
hold an educational series, specifically for
veterans, on how to do business with the
State.
The “Vets Business Boost” series will
consist of three sessions covering the
State of Michigan contracting process.
Topics will include the service-disabled
veteran owned business ten percent pricing preference, how to become registered, where to find opportunities, how
to write a proposal, and different types
of state documents associated with the
procurement process.
The sessions will take place every second Thursday in months September

thru November from 2:00pm – 4:00pm
in Lansing, Michigan. The dates are as
follows:
• September 13 – Contracting 101
• October 11 – Elements of a Quality
Proposal
• November 8 – Reviewing State
Documents
All sessions are FREE but pre-registration is required. To register, please
contact Jenni Riehle at 517.335.6633 or
Riehlej2@michigan.gov.
For more information on the State of
Michigan contracting process, the service-disabled veteran owned business pricing preference, or this event, visit the
Contract Connect website at:
www.michigan.gov/micontractconnect.

will be seen when you submit your
resume so the cover letter, therefore,
becomes your first impression and
when it comes to first impressions, let
me share some statistics:
*On average, face-to-face impressions
are made in 5-10 seconds, depending
on which analysis you subscribe to.
*In a recent BizReport article, it was
stated that first impressions are made
on the web in two-tenths of a second
so if your resume is submitted electronically, your first impression time
may be drastically be reduced.
A few things to keep in mind:
• Your cover letter and resume DO
make the ultimate first impression since
it introduces you and your skills to a
prospective employer.
• The cover letter, being the cover document to your resume, is even more
important because if an employer is
unimpressed by your cover letter, they
may never even give your resume a
chance.
• Cover letters, different from resumes,
should ALWAYS be customized for
the job in which you are applying for
AND for the employer you are seeking
to get the job with. Be sure that your
first impression says that you went the

Classifieds
PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S.
military items from all
wars. Top cash paid for
Airborne, Aviation, Pilot,
Seal, Special Forces, OSS,
Ranger, Marine items. Also
German medals, daggers,
swords, guns, personality
items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
1217 Griswold St.,
Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 982-4203

extra mile to know the job and the
company before applying for the job.
• Lastly, it goes without saying I hope,
DO know that mistakes, typos and bad
grammar are STILL not a good thing!
They portray to the person looking at
your cover letter/resume that you don’t
care and you didn’t take the time to get
it right – NOT traits that employers are
seeking when hiring!
So, pull out your cover letter and
resume and read them again – be sure
they ARE indeed YOUR Best feet!

Julie Mann is the CEO & President of
JMann Consulting Group, The Rock Star
Factory and newly launched Company,
RockStar Verified. The Rock Star Factory is
a professional placement firm specializing in
matching companies with rock star quality
employees, while JMann Consulting Group
provides on-call HR Manager services for
small & medium sized businesses. RockStar
Verified provides candidate employment/skills
verification services for both job seekers and
employers.
Offices are located downtown at 216 N.
Chestnut Street and Julie can be contacted at
517.507.7568 or via email at julie@jmannconsultinggroup.com.

The Best Thing for You Might
Not Be Money In the Bank!

Annuity rates up to 4.125%
Why settle for less in a Bank CD?
FREE CONSULTATIONS
800-720-4142

WAR RELICS
WANTED

Private collector paying
top dollar for daggers,
swords, medals, uniforms, etc. Call or write:
William Harbowy (Life
Member)

Retirement / Ins / Investment Planning
Final Expense Insurance
Biblical Based Investments

7247 Weddel Street, Taylor,
MI 48180
(313) 386-2384

Buying Legion, Auxiliary, SAL,
40/8, VFW, DAV, Masonic, and
FOE medals, badges, pins,
caps,bars, membership cards
and Stamp Collections.
Contact Craig R. Wotring, PO
Box 1743 Owosso, MI 48867,
989-725-9728 Legion Member

Honorably Discharged
Veterans
The Camp Curnalia Cottage
Owner Association is a community established for Veterans
who have received an honorable discharge from any branch
of the United States Armed
Forces.
All residents share access to
the sandy beaches located on
the northern shore of beautiful
Higgins Lake in Northern
Michigan. You would love calling this your vacation retreat or
even your primary home.
For more information about cottages for sale in this Veterans
Community call 989-390-4208
or Visit: www.campcurnalia.com
Camp Curnalia Cottage
Owners Association P.O. Box
462 Higgins Lake, Michigan
48627-0462

P.J. Harper, RIA, CSA, Registered
Investment Advisor, National Association
of Christian Financial Consultants
Member, Legion Member
www.harper-enterprises.com
Manchester, MI

"The contents of advertisements which appear in the
Legionnaire are solely the responsibility of the advertisers. Appearance of any advertisement in the Legionnaire
does not constitute either a recommendation, nor an
endorsement of the goods and services offered therein."
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American Legion legend
Richard Morrison is the
2012 U.P. Veteran of the
Year!!!! (Picture provided
by daily press.net)

Left: Don Hatfield, presents Edsel Evans medals for his son 2Lt Gary
Evans KIA 1960, along with his brother, and Gerald Perry a member of
the committee. The Committee presented awards previously not given
to the family. 5 families in all received medals on Memorial Day from
the Riverview Committee.

Post #89 in Allegan, MI present 3 Blue Star mothers with the flags. The first of many
presentations to come.

Sons of the Confederate and members of Post #454 lay markers on gravesites.

Post Commander Kim Eddy and Auxiliary and SAL representative Alyce
Zenker presents checks to the Forgotten Eagles motorcycle group that
stop by our Legion this past week. These donations are slated not
only for the veterans that need assistance but to heighten the
awareness of the POW/MIA issues still at hand.

Three Cub Scouts from Hermansville Pack
578, Brenton Ayotte, left, Alex Bellmore, and
Dean Bellmore, recently "crossed over" to Boy
Scouts. The troop is sponsored by the
Floriano-Stecker American Legion Post 340 of
Hermansville. Courtesy of The Daily Press
Newspaper.

Donald Schleede received his 60 years of service
award from Post #46 Commander Steve Duncan and his
grandson SSGT Jacob D. Wright (Legion member).
Congratulations Don!!

2nd Zone Commander Lynn Jolink escorts
Sgt. Major Bill Schrader to the "Cost of
Freedom" traveling VietNam Veterans
Wall event in Kentwood, MI
American Legion represented by Past Department Commanders Jerry
Dennis, along with members of the 5th District and Post members at the
Grand Rapids Veteran Home Carnival.

