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COMING TO FALL CONFERENCE 2013!!!! REGISTER TODAY
Michigan Legionnaire & Wolverine Auxiliaire Vol. LXXXIII No.2

Welcome Phil
Onderdonk,
National Judge
Advocate

The National Judge Advocate will be speaking,
teaching, and making you laugh on Saturday
September 21st starting at 1PM and lasting until
5PM. Mr. Onderdonk brings 30 years of
American Legion, knowledge, opinions, and resolutions to the class in a entertaining and a well spoken manner.
Philip B. Onderdonk Jr. was appointed national
judge advocate of The American Legion by thenNational Commander Keith A. Kreul in 1983.
Bring pen and paper, tablet or laptop and questions
to ask. This is a great opportunity for the
Department to have Mr. Onderdonk at our Fall
1st Place NALPA Publication Winner 2006
1st Place NALPA Website Winner 2008 2nd
Place NALPA Publication Winner - 2007 &
2009 3rd Place NALPA Publication Winner 2008 & 2012

More LEAD
Training...

No Return Postage Requested.

Saturday September 21st

Saturday September 21st starting at 8AM, trainers from The
American Legion National Headquarters will be
here for more 1st class training. They kick off
the morning with

RESOLUTIONS: In depth look at the creation
and writing of a resolution. Resolutions provide
the base for making changes happen in an organization governed by By-Laws. Class runs from
8AM – 10AM

MYLEGION.org: Starting at 10 AM
Membership and Adjutants want to learn all you
can about the MYLEGION website and membership tracking tool. Class runs from 10AM –
12PM
Sign up in advance at www.michiganlegion.org
/lead there is no cost to attend, walk-ins acceptable.

9AM – 11AM: Learn how to turn YOUR PROGRAMS into Solid Public Relation Opportunities
11AM-12PM: Boys State: Approaching parents,
schools, and businesses about this great opportunity.

1PM-2PM: Course of Instruction: Membership
2PM-3:30PM: Veteran Service Officers
Instruction

2PM-3:30PM: Post Adjutant & Post Finance
School of Instruction

Something for everyone and packing it into one full
day is tough.

Fall Conference Official

Call and Registration Form
is available on page 3.

LEADERSHIP – CHANGES

Bud Hansbarger, Chairman

September 2013

More Classes...

Spring is now summer and summer is becoming fall.
As our seasons have changed, so has our Department:
New Department Commander, Auxiliary President,
Detachment Commander, and changes of Officers at all
our levels (Committees, Zones, Districts, Posts, Units,
Squadrons, and Chapters). Most of these changes are
welcomed. Some were expected while ours were not.
Unsurprisingly change is happening everyday in every way
all around us.
Adaptation is necessary with changes. Our clothing
differs with each season, car tires, energy use, etc. So must
our abilities and attitudes to reach goals be adaptable.

Changes in our offices bring: differences of opinions, ways
of going about things, increased vigor, ideas of how &
what & when, a few priority shifts, and empathies on projects or programs. Much the same as we make subtle differences in our personnel lives in accordance to the
changes that take place around us.
When people differ in opinion, both should have equal
advantage of being heard. When Truth and Error have
fair play, Truth is always an overmatch for error.
Changes give us a unique chance to grow, learn,
strengthen our resolves, view things differently, add to our
experiences, and over all become better people, Leaders.
Remember to develop Leadership Daily (it’s not developed in a day).

Leadership College classes will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with a provided on-site one hour for lunch provided by the Committee. Check in begins at 8:00 a.m. Register at michiganlegion.org/pages/leadership.html
9/14/13 - Grand Haven
For more information, please con11/16/13 - Joe Louis
10/4/13 - Stambaugh (Post 21)
tact Michigan Leadership College
11/17/13 - Northville
10/5/13 - Escanaba
Chairman, Bud Hansbarger, at
12/14/13 - Frankenmuth
10/19/13 - Traverse (Post 35)
616-262-6169
1/11/14 - Climax
11/2/13 - Grayling
budhansbarger@yahoo.com
1/25/14 - Port Huron
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Do you have a photo you would like
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to
department attn: Mark Sutton.
Please keep the photo at least 200 dpi or
larger. If you are submiting a hard copy
photo, please note photos printed from
home printers cannot be used, nor can
photos clipped from newspapers.
We look for photos showing Legion
caps in action whenever possible.
Interested in placing an ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact
Mark Sutton at: info@michiganlegion.org or by phone at 517-371-4720
ext 16.
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Jennifer L. Smith, State Chaplain
CHAPLAINS REPORT

In the last Department Chaplain’s article the discussion centered
on fostering strong leadership through able mentorship. I am hoping that positive leadership-by-example is already a long-standing tradition at every level of your Legion affiliation. If not, the times for
improvement are now; if so, well done and please continue to
strengthen our ranks.
Sometimes differing ideas or personalities might discourage us,
but I ask that we remember our reasons for membership. As 1
Corinthians 12:12-26 tells us, we each have an important role to play
and need each other to accomplish our goals. As 1 Cor 12:26 ESV
states, “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together.”
Most assuredly, we are mighty when working together effectively toward our organization’s worthy objectives in Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children and
Youth. Those areas are known as ‘the four pillars’ of the American
Legion. Yes, I realize that many of you are ready to stop reading now
thinking, ‘Is the Chaplain going to lecture us on stuff we know all
too well?’ That is certainly not the case.
Instead, I just ask that we never forget why we belong and what
we can do when we are united. Consider the 863,000 volunteer hours
contributed nationally to Department of Veterans Affairs by the
Legion in 2012 alone and the estimated one million veterans assisted by the Legion Auxiliary each year. Please note that is just one facet
of our service, which offers many different options for involvement.
There is a service opportunity to fit most interests, allowing us even
greater personal fulfillment.
Therefore, when united as the Legion Family – Legionnaires,

Sisters, Brothers, and Riders – we can and have accomplished
amazing things. That is the big picture. The small picture is reflected in the individual families, youth, and veterans we assist and it is
certainly not ‘small’ in impact. The message is please continue
pulling together, leading well, and striving to keep our Legion viable
and relevant. After all, we are members of the American Legion
joined under that banner of service, and Amos 3:3 aptly states,
“Do two walk together, unless they have agreed to meet?”
May God bless you and with thanks.

100 Year of Camp Grayling

I had the pleasure attending the Camp Grayling 100 Year
Anniversary weekend. Great time was had by all.

JAMES E. (JIM) WALLACE ENDORSED FOR
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 2014-2015

The Pinckney
Memorial Post #419,
Pinckney and the 6th
District Association,
Department
of
Michigan, proudly
endorses James E.
(Jim) Wallace for the
office of Department
Commander
for
2014-2015.
Jim acquired his eligibility into The American Legion by serving in the U.S. Army, during the Vietnam
Era, from October 1966 to October 1968.
Basic training was at Ft. Knox, Ky. with
the remaining service at Ft. Richardson,
Anchorage, Alaska.
In 1972 he became the Charter Finance
Officer of Pinckney Memorial Post #419.
He was Commander from 2004-05 to 200708 and has also served as Senior Vice, Junior
Vice, Finance Officer, Chaplain, Judge
Advocate, Sgt-at-Arms, Executive
Committee and has served on and chaired
several Legion Programs and Committees.

He is a member of the Post Honor Guard,
Chairman of the Building Fund
Committee, Charter Member and current
Treasurer of American Legion Riders,
Chapter #419 and Charter Representative
of the Post Sponsored Boy Scout Troop
312.
In 2009-2010 Jim was Commander of the
6th District, Department of Michigan. He
also fulfilled the duties of Senior Vice
Commander, Chairman and member of
the Advisory Committee, Executive Board
and served on various committees.
Jim has served the Department as Public
Relations Committee Chairman (20122013), Membership Director (2011-2012),
Lower Peninsular Membership Director
(2010-2011), Graduate of the Michigan
Leadership College, 3rd Zone 1st Vice
Commander and 3rd Zone Adjutant. He
is a member of M.A.L.P.A.
At the National American Legion level
he has been Vice Chairman of the National
and Homeland Security Council (20122013), National American Legion College
Graduate (2012), American Legion

Extension Institute Graduate, attended several National Conventions, National
Membership Workshops and has represented the Department at National Committee
meetings. He is a member of N.A.L.P.A.
He is active in his community. He has
served as a member of the Township Board
of Review, committeeman on the Township
New Fire Station Board, Commander of
the Livingston County Council of Veterans,
Committeeman on the Livingston County
Veterans Affairs Board, Livingston County
Veteran of the Year (2007), Past Cub and
Boy Scout leader, Past Little League & Babe
Ruth Baseball Coach, member of St. Mary
Catholic Church and retired as Lieutenant
from the Township Volunteer Fire
Department in 1985. He is Life Member of
Non-Commissioned Officers Association
(NCOA).
Jim has been married to his wife Linda for
46 years and has two daughters, a son and
5 grandchildren, all members of the Legion
Family. Jim retired from the City of Ann
Arbor Fire Department as Assistant Fire
Chief in September 2001.

State Commander . . . . . . Raymond Moore, Lake City

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . George Dolan, Grand Blanc

1st Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernest Berry

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Smith, Lansing

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Webster, Croton
Immediate Past Commander
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Brown, Oscoda
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian
Membership Director . . . . . . . Larry Money, Buchanan
Public Relations Director . Mark Sutton, Eaton Rapids

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell

2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Andrus
3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brett Holt

4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August Miele
5th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Hlavka

STATE OFFICERS

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mitch Louth, St. Johns
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Michael Buda, Dearborn

Judge Advocate... . . . . . . F. Garrit Veldman, Muskegon
National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Skinner, Schoolcraft

Headquarters
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Raymond Moore, State Commander
Here we are two
months into our
year, are you getting
the word out about
The
American
Legion? Have you
released to your
local media any
information about
what your Post is
Raymond Moore
involved in? Have
State Commander you informed the
non-member veterans in your community about the
results of having 274 students at Boys
State or 50 students at Student
Trooper? Are they aware of programs
you have been involved in locally?
As I said at the convention after you
granted me the honor of being your

Are YOU telling OUR story?

Commander, it will not be me who
makes this year, it will be all of “US”
individually working for the common
good and promoting our organization
to those Veterans who have yet to join
us.
I know we always hear that we need
more membership and this line gets
old, but the truth sometimes hurts.
Right now it really hurts; as our membership has declined so has our ability to maintain our standing as a premier organization. As we lose membership we also lose the income necessary to continue our many programs.
We cannot continue to draw funds
from our reserves without diminishing our future.
If we are to continue to fulfill our
mission of assisting our fellow Veterans,

their families, their sons and daughters
then we must rebuild our membership. We cannot continue our many
programs without membership. If
each of us can recruit one new member then we double our effectiveness.
WE will have a larger voice to speak to
our Legislative leaders, we will have
more scholarship opportunities for the
youth, and we will have more students
actively participating in Boys State,
Student Trooper, Oratorical, Baseball
and our other programs.
But you need to be proactive to
help us achieve this goal. So now is the
time to begin if you haven’t yet.
Let me give you a quick update of
our activities from Headquarters. As
I compose this article we have completed compiling the appointments for
Committees, we have held a 30 Day
meeting as required by our By-laws

with the newly elected Zone and
District Commanders, we have attended the National Membership
Workshop and we have hosted the
National Commander at Wilwin.
It has been my personal privilege to
speak at the Boys State Graduation
and also at the Student Trooper
Graduation. I also was able to be at the
Chesaning Showboat Parade, the 16th
District Installation of Officers and
with the National Commander at
Wilwin. It is indeed a privilege to represent all of you.
I look forward to seeing many of you
at our Fall Conference. Please attend,
as this will be our building block for the
rest of the year and our first indication
of how we are doing so far.
Now we go onward to our
National Convention. A report on
that at Fall Conference.

The Only Written
Official Call
Annual Fall Conference
American Legion, Department of Michigan
September 19-22, 2013
Boyne Highlands
Harbor Springs, Michigan
State Commander Ray Moore

Purpose: To implement plans for the new American Legion year and otherwise conduct the business of the American Legion, Department of Michigan, through meetings
of the Department Executive Committee, taking reports from called Department
Committees and Chairmen, presenting public recognition awards, and conducting a variety of applicable Schools of Instruction.
Aside from the Department Executive Committee, only the Department
Committees and Chairmen listed below are called to officially participate
in the Fall Conference. See Program Book for all specific locations.

Called Department Committee Meetings – Friday, September 20th- See schedule at www.michiganlegion.org (subject to change)

• Americanism, Baseball, Boys State, Children & Youth, Contest Supervisory, Economic,
Finance/Personnel, Internal Affairs, Leadership College, Legislative, Membership,
National Security & Foreign Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Post Development,
Public Relations, Reconnect, VA & R, and VAVS/VHVS
Department Executive Committee Meeting: Friday, September 20th, 4:30 p.m.

Schools of Instruction: Saturday, September 21st

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Sunday, September 22nd, 9:00
a.m.

Registrations • Registration fee of $15.00 will be charged to all delegates, alternates
and guests.
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IT’S TIME TO
GET STARTED

Larry Money,
Membership Director
Have just returned from
Commander Moore’s (30) thirty day
meeting, and once again Michigan
Legionnaires, we are extremely fortunate in the fact that we have a
group of ladies and gentlemen that
are ready to take on the challenges of conducting
the business of the American Legion Department
of Michigan.
Our new DEC spent the day listening to various speakers talking on responsibilities and what
is going to be expected of them this year.
Membership quotas for the upcoming year,
have yet to be determined, the DEC will leaving
Thursday 1 Aug. to attend the National
Membership workshop in Indianapolis. Once
there many activities are planned, members of
the DEC will be attending many classes of instruction. These classes of instruction are designed to
help our Committeemen and women come back
to their Districts and establish Membership teams
and organize their strategies for the upcoming
year.
Commander Moore, Adjutant Lafferty and I will
be meeting with National Commander Koutz and
his staff to go over their recommendations for the
upcoming membership year. This trip is always a
very exciting start to the new year.
We are just coming down from a very rewarding year under the guidance of Commander
Brown. We all need to start thinking of our goals
and implementing our ideas in order to have
another successful year.
Hoping everyone has had a great summer and
Labor Day, see you at Fall Conference.

Patriotic Items,
Fundraising,
Accessories, Shirts,
Flags & More!
http://emblem.legion.org

District Meetings 2013-2014

1st District
Meetings begin @ 7PM
Sept 9th, 2013 @ Joe Louis Post #375
Dec 2nd, 2013 Executive Board Meeting
March 3, 2014 @ Joe Louis Post #375
May 5th, 2014 Memorial Observance Joint
Legion/Auxiliary
Mon. 5-26-2014 Annual Memorial Day Program
Roseland Park 10:30 am
** 2901 N. Woodward Ave, Berkley, MI. 48072
June 2, 2014 @ Joe Louis Post #375
Address: 19486 Sherwood, Detroit, MI. 48234
2nd District
October 13th, 2013@ Monroe Post # 40
SAL meets @ 12:00pm
Service Officer Training @ 1:00pm
American Legion meeting @ 2:00pm
JANUARY 12th, 2014 YPSILANTI POST # 282
SAL meets @ 12:00pm
Service Officer Training @ 1:00pm
American Legion meeting @ 2:00pm
MARCH 09th, 2014 @ TECUMSEH POST # 34
SAL meets @ 12:00pm
Service Officer Training @ 1:00pm
American Legion meeting @ 2:00pm
MAY 18th, 2014 JACKSON POST # 29
SAL meets @ 11;00am
Service Officer Training @ 12:00pm
Memorial Service is @ 12:30pm, American Legion meeting to
follow.

3rd District
Executive Board meetings at 11:30AM
Regular District Meeting at 1:00PM
Sept 8, 2013 @ Charlotte Post 42
Nov 3, 2013 @ Captain Oscar Post 298
Jan 5, 2014 @ Captain Oscar Post 298
March 5, 2014 @ Grand Ledge Post 48 –
Birthday/Memorial dinner held by Auxiliary please
RSVP
May 14, 2013 @ Kalamazoo Post 36
5th District
Meetings start at 7 PM
Sept 12th, 2013 @ Willard G. Leenhouts Post 6
Nov 14th, 2013 @ Louis Teistler Post 47
Jan 9th, 2014@ Daniel W. Cassard Post 208
Mar 13th, 2014 -@ Evans-Swanson Post 123
May 8th, 2014 @ Charles A. Conklin Post 28
July 10th To be Announced
6th District
Service officer school @11AM
Lunch @ 12:00 Noon Meetings @ 1:00 PM
Sept 8, 2013 @ Mackinder-Glenn Post 510
Nov 3, 2013 @ Lyle Edwards Post 419
Jan 12, 2014 @ Pinckney Memorial Post 419
March 9, 2014 @ Devereaux Post 141
May 4, 2014 @ Grand Blanc Post 413

7th District
Lunch served @ 12:30PM - Meeting @ 2:00PM
Oct 13, 2013 @ Seabring Post 293
Jan 12, 2014 @ Lapeer Post 16
March 16, 2014 @ Caseville Post 543
May 18, 2014 @ Port Huron Post 8 – Memorial
Service
June @ State Convention - Livonia

8th District
Lunch at 1:30 PM - Meetings begin at 3 PM
Sept 8, 2013 @ Belding Post 203
Nov 3rd, 2013 @ Frankenmuth Post 150
Jan 5th, 2014 @ Greenville Post 101
March 2, 2014 @ St. Johns Post 153
May 4th, 2014 @ Bath Post 412

9th District
Exec Board @ Noon
Service Officer and Past Commanders @ 12:30 p.m.
Lunch @ 1:00 p.m.
General Membership @ 2:00 p.m.
Sept. 28, 2013 @ Ludington Post 76
December 14, 2013 @ Croton Post 381
March 8, 2014 @ Fife Lake Post 219
May 10, 2014 @ Traverse City Post 35

10th District
Lunch @ 12:00PM - Meeting @ 1:00PM
Sept. 7, 2013 @ Oscoda Post 274
Nov. 2, 2013 @ Barryton Post 473
Jan 4 , 2014 @ Mikado Post 254
Mar. 1st ,2014 @ Prudenville Post 245
May 4, 2014 @ Hale Post 422 (MemorialService)
Jun. 7, 2014 @ TBA
16th District
Meetings Begin at 7:30 PM
Sept 10, 2013 @Allen Park Post 409 Dual
Oct 8th, 2013 @ Melvindale Post 472 *
Nov 12th, 2013 @ Flat Rock Post 337
Dec 10th, 2013 @ Southgate Post 478 *
Jan 14th, 2014 @ Stitt Post 232
Feb 11th, 2014 @ Fort Dearborn 364 *
March 12th, 2014 @ Wyandotte Post 217
April 8th, 2014 @ Trenton Post 426 *
May 13th, 2014 @ Lincoln Park Post 67 ** Dual
June 10th, 2014 @ Garden City Post 396 *
* Service Officer School 6:30 PM
** Memorial Service at 6:30 PM
17th District
Meetings start @ 7PM
18-Sep @ Northville #147
16-Oct @ Northville #147
20-Nov @ Plymouth #391
18-Dec @ no meeting due to holidays
15-Jan @ Northville #147
19-Feb @ Livonia #32
19-Mar @ Plymouth #391
16-Apr @ TBD
21-May @ Livonia #32
4-Jun @ Livonia #32 @ 6:30PM

18th District
Meetings start @ 2:00PM
Sept 8th, 2013 @Holly Post #149
Nov 17th, 2013 Auburn Hills Post #143
Jan 12th, 2014 @ Pontiac Post #20
March 9, 2014 @ Rochester Post #172
May 18th, 2013 @ Farmington Post #346
Memorial Service / Election of Officers
June 8, 2014 @ Royal Oak Post #253
District 19
Oct 5, 2013 @ Wolverine Post
Dec 8, 2013 @ Gaylord Post
Mar 9, 2014 @ Elk Rapids Post
May 17, 2014 @ Onaway Post

AUXILIAIRE
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2013 - 2014 Department President, Sandra Snyder

ALL ABOARD WITH OUR VETERANS AND OUR PROGRAMS
With State
Convention behind
us, we head down
the track to begin
our new year.
My first stop was
to install the new
officers of the 17th
District, my home District. What an
honor.
Then our train headed to the
Chesaning Show Boat Parade thanks
the members of Post 212 and Unit for
their invitation. What a parade it
was! It lasted over two hours and

there we hundreds of people watching it. Lots of red, white and
blue. With OLD GLORY flying from our car, it was like
stepping back in history to
small town America and
the parades I attended as a
child. They showed honor
to our veterans.
Parades give us a chance to
let our community see that we
really care about them and our veterans. So if your community is having a parade, get your LEGION FAMILY to participate.

Sponsor a float and put one of your
programs on that float, hand out
flyers that tell what we do
with that program. Invite the
community to join in what
you are doing. Have an
open house at your post
after the parade and continue educating them about
our MISSION: OUR VETERANS.
I have always thought if you can
give people some fun things to do
and work our programs at the same
time it is a win, win day. This is my

space to write, but it is your space
too. So share your events with me,
so I can share them with our members.
By the time you read this article,
I will have traveled to Houston Texas
for our National Convention. There
we will have a chance to talk to
other Departments and share what
we are doing here in MICHIGAN
for our Veterans. Perhaps we can
bring home, some new ideas to share
with you.
SERVING THOSE WHO SERVED
FOR US

Fall Conference-September 19-21, 2013
Boyne Highlands, 600 Boyne Highlands Drive, Harbor Springs
Office Hours: Friday—1:00-6:00 and
Saturday—8:30-Noon
Thursday—September 19—Registration Only
Friday—September 20
10:00-12:00—Executive Board Meeting
Lunch Break—12:00-1:30
(District Presidents/Department Officers Lunch)
2:00—4:00
Opening of Fall Conference
4:30
Schools of Instruction in POD Form:
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION PART 1
4:30-5:00 Leadership
30 minutes
5:00-5:30 Membership
30 minutes
5:30-5:50 Public Relations
20 minutes
5:50-6:00 AEF
10 minutes

6:00-6:10
6:10-6:20

President
Secretary

10 minutes
10 minutes

Saturday—September 21
8:00 Continue Schools of Instruction In POD
Form:
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
8:00-8:30 Children & Youth 30 minutes
8:30-9:00 Girls State
30 minutes
9:00-9:30 Junior Activities
30 minutes
VETERANS/MILITARY SUPPORT
9:30-10:00 VA&R
30 minutes
10:00-10:30 Poppy
30 minutes
10:30-11:00 Legislative
30 minutes
11:00-11:30 National Security 30 minutes

Lunch Break—11:30-1:00
FAMILY SUPPORT
1:00-1:15 Chaplain
1:15-1:40 Americanism
1:40-1:50 Music
1:50-2:10 Education
2:10-2:30 Community Service

15 minutes
25 minutes
10 minutes
20 minutes
20 minutes

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION PART 2
2:30-2:40 Parliamentarian
10 minutes
2:40-3:05 Constitution & Bylaws 25 minutes
3:05-3:15 Finance
10 minutes
3:15-3:30 Historian
15 minutes
3:30-3:50 Past President Parley20 minutes
3:50-4:00 Resolutions
10 minutes
Thank you for attending Fall Conference

Margaret Finch, Unit Member of the Year, 2013
Georgia Downs, Past 9th District
President
The Unit Member of the Year
Award recognizes the outstanding
women who exemplify the values
and ideals of the American Legion
Auxiliary. These women are passionately working our mission of
supporting our Veterans and their
families. They educate our children on the cost of Freedom and to
fly our Flag with pride. They do
not ask for recognition and may not
have an aspiration to hold an elec-

tive Auxiliary office.
This year our winner for Unit
Member of the Year is Margaret
Finch of the Thomas Richard Annis
Unit 411, 9th District. With great
pride, I would like to tell you a
little about Margaret. She is a worker bee and a grass roots lady, she
is very proud of our American flag
and was responsible for placing
the flags on the graves of our Fallen
Heroes for over 25 years. Margaret
was the elementary school librarian and was very instrumental in
getting the flags into our schools.

She choose to educate our children for over 20 years on the
meaning of our Flag and our
Freedom and our Patriotism. She is
a volunteer, she is the ultimate
exercise in democracy. Our
Preamble to the Constitution of
the American Legion Auxiliary
describes Margaret fully and completely. She is what we all stand for;
she is the American Legion
Auxiliary. I wish I had a count for
the number of lives she has
touched and the number of flags
she has distributed.

President Mary Anne Yuncker presenting the Unit
Member of the Year, Margaret Finch, From Unit 411.
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AMERICANISM--We
All Have a Mission

Ellen Jackson, Department Chaplain

Don’t Forget Your God…..
Just before, during and after
Department Convention, I was
put off of work due to illness,
and sitting here I was worried what I would
write about and all of a sudden it hit me.
Never take anyone or anything for granted
for it may not be there tomorrow! Always live
your life to the fullest most honest way you can.
Be kind; be honest and true to yourself and to
your fellow persons. Take time out to smile
and say “hi” to a stranger on the streets passing you by it just might make a difference in his
or her day. Give an extra hug to your Spouse,
Mom, Dad, son, daughter etc. they just might
need it but won’t say they do. When you see

a person with a hat that signifies he/she is a veteran shake their hand and tell them thank you
with a big smile!
Most of all don’t forget your God--he is
there every moment of every day for you and
for me. Yes, keep our members and their families in your prayers that are dealing with illness
or life’s hardships. Always say an extra prayer
for our soldiers serving home and abroad. May
God bless you and yours, and God bless
America!
A quote by Helen Keller--“The best and
most beautiful things in the world cannot be
seen or even touched, but must be felt with the
heart”.

Supporting Our Military Is TOP Priority
Sue Verville, National Security Chairman
The National Security Program has numerous
plans and phases that help us maintain and
promote a strong defense for our nation. We do
this by educating our members on civil defense,
emergency preparedness, POW/MIA Awareness,
Military Support, USO and communication with
Congress.
Supporting our Military is our top priority. We
have many brave and outstanding men and
women serving in uniform everyday that are
protecting our freedom and their own. As
Auxiliary members, we can make a difference
in the lives of our Veterans, their families and our
communities. We can show our military support
with Blue Star Banners for family members who
are currently serving and with the Gold Star
Banners for those who have died while serving.
POW/MIA awareness support is to show that we
have not forgotten those who have not been
accounted for and returned home yet. Help the
USO with care packages or help with Operation
Comfort Warriors or Operation Homefront.
Contact your local National Guard to see if you
can assist them in anyway. Adopt a local
ROTC/JROTC and present them with awards
for recognition. Seek out returning military personal and help them to get involved in the local
community again. Welcome them into the
Legion Family and thank them for their dedication and service. Encourage your Unit to host a

CERT (Certified Emergency Response Team)
Program that will assist families on how to deal
with man-made or natural disasters. Contact
your representatives and ask them to support the
funding needed for our military defense programs. Check out FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) for Kids to help teach
children how to be prepared for disasters.
Contact your local fire or police departments for
fire safety, crime prevention, drug awareness,
assist the Red Cross with blood drives, work
with schools and your neighbors to prepare for
different kinds of emergency that could happen
in your area.
Our National Security Program is one reason
we are stronger, our nation is safer, and we are
better prepared for the challenges that lie ahead
of us. The dedication by our service men and
women is why, we as Auxiliary members, implemented our programs that help our Veterans, our
military and their families. Try selecting one or
more of the programs for National Security and
do the best that you can. These programs will
help ease the worries of our deployed service
men and women and their families so they can
focus on protecting our country.
This year the committee members are Linda
Wallace from the 6th District and Kay Bauer
from the 7th District. We will do our very best
to help your Unit promote our National Security
Programs. If you have any question, please contact any one of the members on this committee.

Georgia Downs, Americanism Committee
Member
As members of the world’s largest patriotic
women’s organization, we inspire and perpetuate responsible citizenship through education. We encourage acts of patriotism and
promote flag etiquette, in order to raise awareness for the cost of our Freedom. We help our
countries most promising young citizens learn
firsthand the principles of democracy by promoting many patriotic youth programs which
include Girls State and A.L.A. Girls Nation.
It’s time we get back to grassroots and get into
our schools for educating our youth about
Americanisms, Freedom and respect for our
Flag. Encourage our youth to participate in the
Essay Contests, set up a pocket flag program,
encourage the principles of a free republic and
democracy. Now is the time to schedule with
the schools to present the Americanism
Programs.
Resources are available at
www.ALAforveterans.org and www.legion.org/
publications and www.pocketflagproject.com,
www.emblem.legion.org.
We all have a mission in life and many of us
have a passion, my mission and my passion is
to encourage each District and Unit
Americanism chairperson to promote the multiple Americanism programs we offer. Choose
a couple to promote within your Unit, there are
plenty to choose from, don’t be shy.
Remember, Americanism is a very important committee and each District and Unit
should have a committee chairperson assigned.
Let’s get busy promoting our programs and getting our your youth educated, they are our
future.
FYI, “Pass It On” Membership Mission
Award. Units that demonstrate how working the
mission of the Americanism Committee
engaged, retained and attracted members to
grow membership in the Unit will receive a
National President’s Citation. A special citation
will be given to the best Unit in each division.
Entries are due to National headquarters from
department secretaries no later than May 16,
2014. Reference form for more information at
www.alaforveterans.org.

2013-2014 Junior Officers
Honorary Junior President -Alyssa Champion
First Vice--Ciara Brown
Second Vice--Cassidy Kovacs
Chaplain--Sabrina Townes

Historian--Taylor Townes
Sgt-at-Arms--Emma Damouth
Asst. Sgt-at-Arms--Leigh Daniels
Secretary--Alyssa Kemp
Color Bearers--Taylor Houghton and

Arianna Kemp
Distinguished Guest Chairman-Destiny Smigiel
Americanism--Alexus Champion
Music--Mackenzie Townes

REPORTS

2nd Zone Commander
Jerry Andrus
For the ones I have not met yet,
my name is Jerry Andrus and I
am from Jackson. My goals for
this year is 100% membership
and much better involvement in
the many programs. Namely
Boys State, Oratorical Public
Relations, Teacher of the year
etc. I know we are losing many to
death but there are many more
Veterans out there that have not
been asked yet. There are tens of
thousand women Veterans in
Michigan. Have you asked just
one yet? 2019 will be our 100
birthday. National wants an all
time high in membership that
year. Is it possible? You bet your
sweet ___ it is. I will be attending
as many district meetings as I can
and I hope everyone of you will
take the time to attend also. I
would like to attend many post
meetings also. Maybe I will be at
yours. Lets have a great year and
I will be seeing you.

3rd Zone Commander
August Miele
As your newly elected 3rd Zone
Commander, I would like to
thank each and every one of you.
I consider it a great honor to serve
you in this position. I strive to not
only reach, but exceed your
expectations of me.
I would like to thank my preceding Zone Commander, Brett
Holt, for all of his accomplishments and, more importantly, for
his mentoring.
To all the blue-cap Legionnaires:
I work for you. I look forward to
meeting you at your District meetings, where your attendance is
vital. The information you
acquire there is the key for individual Post success. Furthermore,
the meetings are your link
between Department and Post. I
also look forward to seeing you at
the Fall Conference in September.
There will be several Schools of
Instruction and information to
share with your Post and District.
Also watch for the dates and
places that the Leadership College
will be offered this year. It is
another tool for success offered
to you.
I expect and encourage the
District Commanders of 6, 7, 8,
17, and 18 to contact me for any
assistance, whether that is for
events or for operations.
Additionally, I would appreciate a
schedule of your meetings so that
I can plan my visits. My contact
information is listed below.
I would like to thank Post 212
for the great honor of participating in presenting the Colors at
the Chesaning Showboat Parade.

My wife and I thank you for your
hospitality; we even enjoyed the
drive there and back. It is Posts
like yours that make me proud to
be a Legionnaire.
Once again, I thank you,
Legionnaires of the 3rd Zone, for
your faith and trust by electing
me to this position. I promise to
not let you down.
God Bless and Semper Fi.

4th Zone Commander
Gary Hlavka
Legionnaires of the 9th, 10th,
and 19th District, I look forward
to seeing you at your district meetings in the coming year.
I think the 9th District for supporting me for the 4th Zone
Commander for 2013-2014. I
am writing this as we travel back
from the 50th Membership workshop in Indianapolis. The program is excellent, very good
speakers and programs. District
Commanders
and
zone
Commander have an chance to
learn how to gain new members
for their post… personal contact.
The push is on to be at 3.4 million members by the Legion’s
100th Birthday in 2019. We in
the 4th zone should bring in one
new member each. That would
be great; we only had 1 district
make 100% for 2012-2013.
Congratulations to the 19th
District. The American Legion
has a 5 year plan and all of us
need to help our district commanders’ make 100% for 2013
2014. Let’s all pitch in and put
the 4th zone on top. God Bless
America, God Bless us all.

5th Zone Commander
David Spencer
Thank you to the 11th and
12th Districts for the trust and
confidence you have in me and
electing me as your 5th Zone
Commander.
As a theme for the year I would
like each and every Post in the
U.P. to support at least 1 Legion
Program. Commit to sponsoring 1 Boy and Girl to Boys and
Girls State. Or can you commit
to sponsoring 1 student to Student
Trooper? If you are having trouble connecting with a school in
your area, let Department know,
the committee may have connections to help with a student.
I'm looking forward to working
with all of you, and if you are in
need of help with anything or
would like a visit from myself,
please.
Although it is months away, I
am working on the 2014 U.P.
Tour with the State Commander.
I am seeking Posts who wish to
have a visìt during the tour. If
you would like a visit, or can provide lunch, or dinner meeting
please let me know. We will try to
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accomadate your wishes. I would
like to have the tour schedule
complete by October 1st to allow
proper planning for all.
The state membership is down
lets get out there and talk to the
veterans and work on building
our membership up. I will be
working this year on getting more
service to our veterans and their
families. Time to roll up our
sleeves and get to work.

3rd District Commander
Jim Carlin
After leaving the DEC meeting in Lansing for the drive back
home to Battle Creek, I stopped
at Eaton/Greenawalt-Flaherty
Post No. 42, in Charlotte to drop
off "Request to Transfer to Local
Post" & "Project Stay Alive" forms
for their Post, which were distributed to District Commanders
earlier. I thought it would save
time and help their Post process
their transfers more rapidly. After
removing my tie and sport coat, I
entered the lounge, and asked the
lounge manager to give the forms
to the 1st Vice. I explained how
important they were, and the
young lady put them in an envelope, attaching a note with my
name and contact information.
Ten minutes later while talking
to some members, a gentleman
came up to me and proudly spoke
about Post 42, the American
Legion, and what his Post was
doing for his community of
Charlotte. In one hand he had
the envelope, and in the other
was a blank triplicate transfer
application. He then proceeded to
tell me that I would be welcome
at their Post, but I needed to provide copies of my DD-214, and
current membership card to
process the transfer. The man
truly made me feel great, and stated on behalf of Post 42 he wished
to express to me, a warm welcome to Charlotte. At first I didn't realize where this was going,
but then understood he thought I
was a legionnaire interested in
transferring my membership to
Post 42. He was somewhat
embarrassed when he recognized
his error and was apologetic, especially as others had been aware of
his great recruitment effort. I
announced to all who were present that there was no apology
needed. This is exactly the type of
demeanor and attitude we want at
the Post level as members greet
guests, speak to people about
transferring, and solicit veterans to
join the American Legion.
Arriving home I immediately
called Post 42 Commander Dale
Rehard and expressed my thanks
for the "above and beyond" effort
of this man, Adjutant Max
Denton. The Commander told
me how valuable Max has been to

his Post over the years, and how
he thanklessly takes on many tasks
including mowing the lawn. If
you have never been to Post 42,
their lawn is huge!
It is ironic because newly elected Commander Rehard, was the
first recipient of our 3rd District
"Distinguished Service Award,"
a recognition program that I
implemented within our district in
2011. Any Post, Sons of the
Legion, Auxiliary, or Legion Rider
member is eligible, if their name
is submitted for consideration.
Coincidentally, the next meeting
of the 3rd District will be held in
September at Charlotte Post 42.
At that meeting, it will be my
honor, and the honor of our
membership, to present Adjutant
Max Denton with a 3rd District
"Distinguished Service Award"
for his quiet, diligent, and persistent dedication to the mission of
The American Legion, not only as
a proud Michigan Legionnaire,
but as a role model and officer of
Post 42.
Thank you Adjutant Denton,
for your service, and it was my
pleasure to meet you.
5th District Commander
Catherine Buckley
Summer is about over and my,
what a time we have had!
The Carnival at Grand Rapids
Home for Veterans was a big hit.
The
Veterans loved the games, clowns
and, most of all, the people. 5th
District Booth was a crowd pleaser. District post had booths with
games and prizes for the Veterans,
and our Auxiliary was out in full
force. Post 305 had hot dogs flying off the grilL Another great
carnival for our Veterans! My hat
goes off to all that worked so hard.
Thank you.
Coast Guard Festival with Post
28 at the helm was outstanding.
With the Scottsville-Clown Band,
what could go wrong? Great job
to all.
5th District is working hard
with all of our veteran groups.
Membership is on top of everyone's list. We are working with Al
Ford to bring more life into one of
our posts.
We here at the 5th have started a news letter. This way we can
keep everyone up-to-date with
important information, as well as
letting others know of events, programs, and to just say "Thank
L-r Howard
Christiansen Jim
Warren of Post
532 and Senior
Policy Advisor
Jason Allen at
fifth district
carnival booth
at the Grand
Rapids Home
for Veterans.

you, great job!" – something
everyone wants (and so deserves)
to hear now and then. We are
working closely with the Auxiliary
and SAL to bring Unity back into
our home.
We at the 5th have one main
goal, and that's to enlarge our
family.

6th District Commander
William Cool
I would like to thank the members of the 6th District for giving
me the privilege to service this
fine District.
Commander Moore’s theme
this year is “public relations”. We
need to get the word out about the
different programs that we have to
offer the community and the students of your school district.
We need to really push Boys
State, Student Trooper, and
Scholarship Programs and as
always membership is at the forefront. We need a consorted effort
to sign new members and bring
back people we have lost.
I will be visiting different Posts
throughout the year to help you in
any manner I can. REMEMBER you belong to the world’s
greatest veteran’s organization.
With your help we can make this
a very exiting year.

7th District Commander
Kenneth Miller
Hello fellow legionnaires of
the 7th District. I want to thank
you for voting me your District
Commander for the 2013-2014
year. Since being installed at the
State Convention in June at the
Kewadin Hotel in Sault Saint
Marie, I have met with Al Ford
Post Development and the post
officers and members of
Calcaterra Post 386 on doing a
revitalization of their post. Also
we are meeting with Utica Post
351 on Monday August 5th for
revitalization. On Saturday July
27th, we were in Lansing at
Department for the 30 day meeting with new State Commander
Ray Moore. Commander Moore
laid out his programs and policies for his year of administration, and the (DEC) Department
Executive Committee received
information that will help us help
you. I and the District Officers
are here to help the 7th. My cell
phone is always on till 9 P.M. (248)
762-4134.
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CLASS AA STATE TOURNAMENT TEAMS
Adam Fitzgibbon was
chosen as the 2013 Ki
KI Cuyler as “Most
Valuable Player” following the Championship
game played between
Adrian and Midland.

Adrian Post 275

Midland Berryhill Post 165
Class AA State Champions
Chief Pontiac Post 377

Sanford Post 443

Clare Burt Post 248

Fort Dearborn Post 364

CLASS A STATE TOURNAMENT TEAMS

David Falish from Escanaba
Post 82 team was chosen as
the 2013 Hal Newhouser
“Most Valuable Player” following the Championship
game.
Escanaba Post 82

2013
Michigan
Scholarship
Winner
Jacob Britt from Adrian was chosen as the American Legion
Baseball Scholarship winner for
the Department of Michgan.
Jacob plans to attend University
of Toledo and pursue a degree in
Physical Therapy.

Hudson Post 180
Class A State Champions

Hancock Post 186

Gladwin Post 171

Gladstone Post 71

Ida Post 514

STATE OFFICERS - 2013 - 2014
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AMERICAN LEGION - DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
Commander Raymond Moore

Adjutant Patrick W. Lafferty

N.E.C. John Skinner

Alt. N.E.C. Roger Webster

Sergeant-at-Arms Michael Buda

Historian Mitch Louth

Chaplain Jennifer Smith

Judge Advocate F. Gerrit Veldman

1st Zone Commander Ernest Berry

2nd Zone Commander Jerry Andrus

3rd Zone Commander August Miele

4th Zone Commander Gary Hlavka

5th Zone Commander David Spencer

1st Dist. Commander Ray Droste

2nd Dist. Commander Anthony Perales

3rd Dist. Commander Jim Carlin

4th Dist. Commander Charles Alexander

6th Dist Commander William Cool

7th Dist. Commander Kenneth Miller

8th Dist. Commander Terry Hessler

9th Dist. Commander Neal Horning

11th Dist. Commander Stan Kennedy

12th Dist. Commander Jimmy Dougovito

Finance Officer George Dolan

19th Dist. Commander George Bolinger

16th Dist. Commander David Babbage

17th Dist. Commander Kevin Gilliam

5th Dist. Commander Catherine Buckley

10th Dist. Commander Kenneth Burtch Jr.

18th Dist. Commander Cliff Lauzon

These officers comprise your Department Executive Committee. They represent your membership
in each respective territory, with the State Commander having overall responsibility. With them
and the assistance from our 443 posts and state level committees, Michigan will once again deliver a very successful and progressive Legion year for our veterans, their families, and their communities.

Veterans’ Service
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PREPARING FOR A VETERANS DEATH AND WHAT FOLLOWS

As a Veteran Service Officer, I am often visited by
family members of recently deceased Veterans. This
is can be such a difficult and exhausting time that it
is important to lay out the procedure as to eliminate
any of the confusion.
It is important for the Veterans to let their families
know where there military discharge papers are kept.
If those important papers have gotten lost in the
shuffle of life they can be replaced easily. It is also
important for family members to know if the Veteran
is collecting VA benefits during their life time. This
will help determine what benefit the surviving spouse
or children are entitled to after they have passed. It
is also important to decide if the Veteran will be
buried in a private cemetery or would like to be
buried in a VA National Cemetery. Arrangements for
a national cemetery burial can only be made after the
Veteran has died.
When making arrangements with the funeral
home the family should take a copy of the military discharge with them. The funeral home will see that the
Veteran is given military honors and that the family
members will receive a flag for the Veterans service.
Often the funeral home will notify the VA if there is
a benefit that needs to be stopped. It is important
to notify the VA to prevent an over payment.

One of the most unpleasant situations that a
Veteran Service Officer faces is having to inform a new
widow that her husband’s VA benefits have ended.
Many spouses are unaware that VA benefits terminate
when the Veteran passes. The widow is only eligible
for a benefit if the Veterans death is connected to his
service or if he/she was rated 100% service connected for at least ten years prior to death.
It is important to visit a VSO to determine if
there are any survivor benefits. The family should
bring the Military discharge paper, the death certificate. If the Veteran was collecting either VA
Compensation (for a service connected disability) or
VA Pension, a receipt for funeral and burial expenses is needed. These Veterans are entitled to a federal burial benefit. The family should also contact the
County Veteran Service Office and ask about a county burial benefit.
All Veterans are entitled to a headstone, marker or
medallion from the VA. A copy of the military discharge is needed for this. A VSO at the American
Legion or at the county office can help with this.
It is my hope that this information will help alleviate some of the stress that is involved when a loved
one passes. It is the duty of The American Legion
Service Officer to assist in a time of need.

SMALL POST, BIG HEARTS
HARTLAND VILLAGE CEMETERY
VETERANS MONUMENT

VA&R DIVISON
WORKING FOR YOU

"JAMES C. 'Jimmy"" TOPPS"
, STATE VA&R DIRECTOR

Greeting 2013-2014 DEC Members and
Michigan Legionnaires,
This article is to let each of you know that the
VA&R Division is here to assist you throughout the
year!
For you District Commanders and District Service
Officers we need you to send us your District
Meeting Schedules so we can get one of our Field
Service Officers out to one of your meetings. We also
need to know who your District Service Officer is.
Over the past few years we have not been successful in getting this information into the VA&R
Division. You can call us at 313-964-6640 or email me at james.topps@va.gov with your information.
For your Post Service Officers we also need your
information for our records, Kim at the Lansing HQ
tries to put together a mailing list each year and this
past year we had to many listings that were not
correct. We need your Name, Address, Phone
Numbers and e-mail address if you have one you to
can call or e-mail us your information. I hope that
you will get this information to us ASAP and we will
get a good mailing list together this year. When this
is done you will receive our mailings throughout the
year with information on Higgins Lake and other
news. If you need VA&R information please contact our Detroit Office and we will make arrangements to get you what you need sent to you directly. We are here to serve each Zone, District and Post
Commanders and Legionnaires when you need us.
Any questions please give us a call at the Detroit
Office - 313-964-6640. Have a Great Year!

By Stan Cooke, Post 415 Adjutant
At a winter meeting in 2010 American Legion Post 415 began discussion of a memorial to be placed
at the Hartland Village Cemetery. A committee was formed, fund raising began, and requests for help
were sent out. Although Post 415 is a small post (50 members)the membership stepped up and raised
all the needed funds within the membership. Friends of the community conAmerican Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
tributed talent and materials from the following: Livingston Concrete (material), Mr. Steve Baker of Baker Decorative Concrete, Mr. Tom Parshall and Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans and Their families.
assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. Assist
Mr. Rich Owens of I.M.C. LLC for all of the computer cutting and so much Theyyoucanand
your Dependents in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to your Country
more and finally Mr. Ron Beatty for the excellent welding work.
This past Memorial Day we dedicated the memorial to the community. The
American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Mr. James C. Topps, Director
concrete work reflects our military conflicts from WWI forward, the left side
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
of the pyramid symbolizes WWI w/doughboy graphic. The front surface as
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226
viewed symbolizes WWII w/KillRoy graphic and finally the right side acknowlOffice
Phone – (313)-964-6640 or (313)-964-6641
edges each branch of service including a bronze medallion for each. Thank
Office Fax (313)-964-5697
you to everyone who had a hand in making this possible.
Cell Phone – (269)-312-2239 - e-mail –
left to right; Dwight
Sachau, Hal Watson,
Stan Cooke
(Committee
Chairman and Post
415 Adjutant), Doug
Kuhn ( Post 415
Commander) and Jim
Murray

James C. Topps
Director

james.topps@va.gov – toppsjamesc@yahoo.com
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Erna LaBeau, Director’s Secretary – ernawati.labeau@va.gov
Lannie Thomas, Department Service Officer – lannie.thomas@va.gov
Tripp Cantwell, Department Service Officer – tripp.cantwell@va.gov
Chris Smirnes, Department Service Officer – christopher.smirnes@va.gov
Gary Garvin, Department Service Officer – gary.garvin@va.gov
Gary Easterling, Department Service Officer
Lena Payton-Webb, Department Service Officer

Call the Detroit office for Field Sevice Officer schedule.
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Girls State 2013 Was a Great Success
Deborah Williamson, Girls State Chairman
The 73rd session of Michigan American
Legion Auxiliary Girls State was held Sunday,
June 16th through Saturday June 22nd at
Michigan State University. We started the week
expecting 284 delegates, but 8 of those delegates were "no shows". There were also 17 girls
who cancelled just prior to the session. We
were able to call in alternates to fill as many
vacancies as possible. On Wednesday 258
citizens voted for their candidates, with 257 delegates completing the entire session. This
unfortunately, is the least amount of girls we
have ever had attend, and the first time in
many years we had less delegates than Boys
State.
The Cities decorated their halls in time for
the Past Department Presidents' visit. Past

WHAT IS
GIRLS STATE?

Deborah Williamson, Girls State Chairman
Objectives:
• To develop leadership and pride in
American citizens
• To educate citizens about our system of
government
• To instill a greater understanding of
American traditions
• To stimulate a desire to maintain our democratic government processes
Young women must have just completed their
junior year of high school and be returning to
complete their senior year to be eligible for the
program.
Girls State is a government simulation program, and is held each summer in every state
but Hawaii. The objective is to provide “hands
on” training in the management of a democratic
government at the city, county and state levels.
Topics such as the structure of the various levels of government, simulated legislation, two
party politics, and the workings of various government offices will be covered. The program
offers training in the practical processes of self
government and good citizenship as practiced
in a democratic society.
Girls State began in the late 1930’s with one
and two day sessions in Washington D.C. The
program was later expanded to one week. For
more than 50 years, the American Legion
Auxiliary has succeeded in giving these girls the
finest citizenship training program possible.
The program has grown from a few hundred
participants to nearly 20,000 Girls State delegates.
Do YOU have a daughter, or granddaughter,
that might be interested in learning more about
the democratic process? Please contact me at
debonthego@prodigy.net

Department Presidents who came to visit were:
Carrie Bowerman, Ruth Gott, Mary GollerKilts, Suzanne Knapp and Judy Lynch.
With the votes tallied, the following winners
were announced at the Toga party, Wednesday
evening: Savanna Wright, Governor; Kryzia
Garza, Lt. Governor; Mara MacClean,
Secretary of State; and Hanel Baveja, Attorney
General. The five Supreme Court Justices elected are Sophia Farquhar, Natalie Zimmerman,
Amelia Wittig, Ayumi Perez and Christine
Rysenga.
Our in-house attorney Jack Felton administered the oath of office to the newly elected officials on the East steps of our Capitol. The citizens had the opportunity to tour the Capitol
Building before returning to Michigan State
University to continue with the program.
Our week came to a close with Friday

night's talent show, Saturday's Moot Court and
Mock trial and the final Awards ceremony.
Heather Greydanus of Fennville was named
Michigan's Samsung Scholarship winner. Hanel
Baveja of Ann Arbor and Marissa Stinson of
Grosse Pointe were selected Delegates to Girls
Nation. The Alternates are Sophia Farquhar of
Farmington Hills and Mara MacClean of Grosse
Pointe. Honorable mention was given to
Kryzia Garza of Milford and Madison Kraning
of Howell.
At the request of the National Girls Nation
Chairman, we requested monetary donations
from Auxiliary Units, Districts and our Girls
State Delegate. A total of $1,437.70 was raised.
100% of the monies collected went toward
the purchase of gift cards to be given to wounded warriors at Walter Reed Hospital during a
picnic with the Girls Nation Senators.

A New Begining
Kim Frazier, Community Service Chairman
A new Auxiliary year is under way and once
again it’s time to make sure everyone is keeping track of their many hours of service within their communities. Each year so many of you
do things to help others in your communities
but don’t bother to keep track of it and report
it to your Unit. These hours are very important
and there should never be a unit report that says
no report because that would mean you never
did anything to help anyone. Giving blood,
raking leaves or driving a friend or neighbor
some where all count as community service as
well as many other activities that many of us do
every day and don’t realize. If you’re not sure
if it qualifies write it down anyway.
The goals of this committee are the same as

the previous year, aiding our veterans, service
members and their families. Organize and participate in service project on national days of
service. They are as follows:
Remembrance/Patriot Day – September 11,
2013
Make a Difference Day – October 26, 2013
Veterans Day – November 11, 2013
Pearl Harbor – December 7, 2013
There are many more events that will be listed in your Guide. When you receive the guide,
please read it and follow the rules for each
award.
More information regarding this program will
be presented at Fall Conference and we are
looking forward to seeing all of you there.

Girls Nation
Take a look!
This
week’s
White House
West
Wing
Week video, the
official PR from
the
White
House, is introduced by ALA
Girls Nation and
TAL Boys Nation
– with our own
N a t i o n a l
President Peggy
and the ALA
Girls Nation staff
front and center kicking off the introduction to
the White House’s weekly video PR blast, seen

by millions. The ALA Girls Nation and TAL Boys
Nation are featured in the introduction and a
few seconds later near the beginning of this
week's West Wing Week. That’s Past National
Commander Bob Turner leading the boys in
singing Happy Birthday.
Pretty cool! Take a look: http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2013/08/02/
west-wing-week-080213-or-let-us-be-awedtheir-shining-deeds
Stacy Poca, Creative Communications
Specialist at American Legion Auxiliary National
Headquarters is posting this on the ALA Girls
Nation Facebook page and sharing it with the
NHQ Facebook page. Ariel Meyers, ALA
NHQ Girls Nation Program Coordinator is
sharing this with all the ALA GN staff.
Be sure to tweet in on!
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“Mighty 18th” Special Project:
Disabled and Handicapped Children’s Fund

Ann Arbor
VAMC Report

Krystal Hall, Ann Arbor Representative
Since 1953, the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare
System
has provided state-of-the art healthI am so pleased and honored to have been
care
services
to the men and women who have
elected as the 18th District Auxiliary President
so proudly served our nation. VA AAHS confor the year 2013-14. I look forward to servsiders it a privilege to serve veteran healthcare
ing with President Sandy and the Department
needs in any way we can. The main hospital
Officers. The Mighty 18th is very proud of our
campus, located in Ann Arbor, serviced over
very own Ellen Jackson from Unit 108, newly
fifty-seven thousand veterans during 2012;
elected Department Chaplain.
more than 500,000 outpatient visits were made
My special project for the year is raising funds
at the facilities in fiscal year 2012 with over
for the Disabled and Handicapped Children’s
6000 inpatient episodes of care provided; also,
Fund of the 18th District. I hope to be able to
over one thousand volunteers logged over
help many children throughout our District.
eighty-one thousand volunteered hours.
I am looking forward to Post 377 Chief
VAAAHS is active in several programs, sevPontiac’s War Bonnet and the upcoming
eral
are presented here: the campaign to end
Commanders Tour in November. I hope to
Veteran Homelessness; Veteran Justice
Outreach; Telehealth Clinics; My HealtheVet
web-access services and information for veteran; Click 2 Benefits (allows Veterans to speak
directly with a VBA claims specialist); SCANECHO (Specialty Care Access Network
of Community Healthcare
Homes, organizing and participating in stand Extension
Susan Svacha, Membership Chairmen
Outcomes);
Veteran
Transportation Service (one
downs which furnish necessities for homeless of only four national
sites selected for a twoThe National Membership Goal states that veterans and mentoring our military children year pilot project); and, No Veteran Dies Alone
by honoring our veterans and military through through the Big Brother/Big Sister concept.
trained volunteers provide companAlways recognize your members for any vol- (specially
meaningful service, the American Legion
ionship
and
assistance as Veterans enter the final
Auxiliary will grow to a million members by our unteer work, serving as a chairman or officer, stages of life, in 2011 2,200 hours of support
2019 centennial. We must all work together at preparing food, organizing events, being a was given by volunteered).
the Unit, District and Department levels. By mentor to current and new members and conAuxiliary members from the 2nd, 17th, and
doing this, the Department of Michigan will be tacting other members to renew. This is accom- 18th Districts continue to be active/supportive
plished by showing a good example of Service of the Annual Gift Shop, monthly Bingo parties,
on track with our goal toward membership.
Remember: COMMUNICATION IS THE Not Self. Keep in mind to always be welcom- special need donations (patient/family clinic
ing, kind and respectful to members, regardless pagers, blanket warmers—one of last year’s
KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL ORGANIZATION!!
Our first objective is to engage and retain cur- of their age or background. Thank them for special project, TV/DVD for the Infusion Center
rent members. We can do this by identifying the amount of time that they volunteer. Be patients, etc.), and a Father’s Day program.
meaningful volunteer opportunities in which open to new and different ideas. Address Volunteers and Auxiliary members also helped
members can participate to support and deliv- promptly any conflicts and disagreements in a with several other programs: POW/MIA,
er the Auxiliary’s mission. This can be done by positive manner. Keep an open mind that we Veterans Day, National Salute to Veterans Week,
volunteering at VA Medical Centers or Veterans can always try new and innovative ideas.
the Clothing Store (in-house), and the Center’s
first baby shower (Dec
2012).
As in past years, the
goal will be to provide
the best care and support for our country’s
veterans and to support
the VAAAHS programs.
As the assigned representative, one of my
goals is to help gather
donations to support all
programs—especially
those dealing with mental health and the
woman veteran. In
closing, I offer that I am
honored—and humbled—to have the
opportunities to work
with such dedicated
staff, volunteers, and
other supporters here at
President Mary Anne Yuncker presenting the Military Woman Michigan’s Senior Miss Poppy, Shauntia Martin-Wood giving a the Ann Arbor VA Health
of the Year award to Wanda Torres at convention.
speech at convention.
System.
Angela Galbraith, 18th District President

meet new friends and, and of course, see familiar faces that day as well as visiting the District
Units.
I would love for all our Units to strive for their
membership goals throughout the year- and
remember!!! Send in your membership dues
ASAP. It is important NOT to hold on to these!!
Let’s help to make the Department of Michigan
number one in membership this year for
President Sandy.
My theme this year is the Dragonfly. I
picked this because it’s very special to someone I love. It’s also very fitting for me because
the dragonfly can move in all six directions, a
lot like life. So….with that being said…….Just
wing it.

“ON TRACK WITH OUR VETERANS AND
OUR PROGRAMS
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REPORTS CONT.

8th District Commander
Terry Hessler
Greetings fellow Legionnaires
of the 8th District, it is a great
honor to have been elected your
district commander. I pledge to
my best and give it my all.
I would like to congratulate outgoing commander Gary Gross for
doing a fine job and greatly helping the district.
Department convention concluded June 30th. Special thanks
to the Upper Peninsula convention committee for a job well
done. There were plenty of
empty chairs in the 8th District
section, so have your post adjutant
fill out those delegates cards and
send them in for next year.
Membership is an ongoing battle; the 8th district has 379 fewer
members than it did July 12,

2012. This trend cannot continue, recruit new, retain present and
seek out unpaid members.
I also attended Chesaning show
boat parade; Post 212 did an awesome job of providing the honor
guard and color guard to lead this
huge parade. Three military
Jeeps were all decorated for the
event. Two of the Jeeps towed
people movers, filled with department, district and post members
from the Birch Run post. A good
job of organizing this patriot
event and big thanks also goes to
the men and women who participated on this very warm day.
Fall conference is fast approaching, this year the conference will
be at Boyne Highlands in Harbor
Springs, September 20-22nd.
There will be several schools of
instruction and valuable information that you can take back to
your post.

Education and
Scholarship Report

John Bradford,
Education and Scholarship
Chairman

I have been waiting for the job
to be completed for the whole
year. It was a amazing year with
many rewards, so I would like to
thank
Past
Department
Commander Tom Brown for having the faith to ask me to be the
Chairman of the Education and
Scholarship. Fall Conference went
off well with the normal planning for the year. I remember
when the first curve ball was
thrown at me. Rex Lambert said
he had connections with the
Gerald Ford Museum and we
could hold the State Oratorical
contest there. I told him I loved
the idea but that should be the
decision of Commander Brown.
When everything fell in place it
was scary at first I have been to 3
state oratorical contests, but this
one was the first ever to be held at
Gerald Ford. I had to figure out
how to keep the contestants separated and how to bring them in
one at a time to keep the others
from hearing. Then most important I had to get up in front of
strangers and make the Contest
flow with as less mistakes as possible. I know if it wasn't for call-

ing bingo for 26 yrs and playing
the part of Big Mort, I could have
never done it. As for winners and
losers I feel that there were only
winners in that room. Losers are
those that never compete or show
up.
Congratulations to all, I was
amazed at this years turn out usually it was just the parents and
family members. Like Zone 2
Chairman Jim Atkinson said if
the normal attendance shows up
those poor contestants are going
to be lost in a Warehouse. I was
really worried, but I would not
try to give names of the Legion
Family members that showed up
for this one. The auditorium was
almost full to capacity. So for all
that showed up, God Bless you
and your family you are the reason that the American Legion will
survive until the End of this
world.
There were 9 Wilson and 4
Brewer scholarships awarded.
Teacher of the year award. 1st
Zone: Jody Roman, 2nd Zone:
Lynne Coughlin, 3rd Zone: Erick
Senkmajer, 4th Zone: Linda
Skodak, 5th Zone: Matthew
Stein.
Thank you for your time and
God Bless you and your family
members.
2013 State Oratorical
Contest from Right to
Left. John Bradford,
First Place Paul Popa,
Second place Madelyn
Rose Mills, Commander
Brown, Three runner
ups, Leah Marie
Bolzman, Chirstopher
Benzing, and Devon
Brand.

Also, Leadership College will be
holding a one day work session in
the 8th district this fall at the
Frankenmuth post on December
14th. I cannot stress enough the
importance of this class.
In closing, I look forward to seeing you on my post visits

10th District Commander
Kenneth Burtch
The Importance Of Small
Things" History tells us that men
of every age have had a tendency to minimize the worth of small
things. It is the elephant that gets
all the attention, not the mouse.
From the Colossus of Rhodes to
the modern skyscraper, bigness
has captured the hearts of men.
Because of this, many times, we
over look the little things that can
help us in our work for membership. I read an article which I
believe proves this point: One
major airline discovered that leaving it's planes without paint saved
them money. It cost $20,000 a
year to fly the 690 pounds of
paint on a 747 across the skies.
They also discovered that replacing the coffeemaker with a lighter
weight model could save $100,000
per year. By replacing metal trays
with lighter fiberglass models
would save 2 1/2 million per year.
The point I am trying to make is
there are small things, that you
might not feel are important that
can make the 10th District membership grow this year. Carry a
membership application with you
wherever you go. Wear your
Legion ball cap in public. When
you see a Vet wearing his/her

military hat say thank you for
your service, and at the same time
ask them if they are members of
the American Legion. Small
things? Maybe, but they could the
things that make the 10th District
great this year. Attend our District
meetings. You might think your
attendance is a small thing,but it
is a great thing to our success this
year. Kenny (989) 941-8412.

11th District Commander
Stan Kennedy
I am proud to serve the 11th
District as the new 2013-2014
Commander.
My home
Post#323 Pickford supports me
in realizing my goal of restoring
membership in the 11th District
to achieve the long-term National
goals of matching the peak membership levels of the American
Legion by year 2018. I encourage
all 11th District Posts to strive for
this goal.
My second goal is to encourage
engagement of all posts in the
11th District meetings and activities. Our first District meeting
will be Sept. 12th, at 10 am, meeting at Gladstone Post #71. The
Winter Conference (11th & 12th
District) is scheduled in Iron
Mountain with Post #340
Floriano-Stecker, in Hermansville
hosting. See you all during the
2014 UP Winter Tour.
17th District Commander
Kevin Gilliam
Greetings fellow Legionnaires.
We have a busy year planned here
in the 17th District. The big thing
we are going to focus on is mem-

bership. Last year was a rough
year for us in that area. As a district, we have the potential to have
a very good year in membership
recruitment. We have resources
available to us that we haven’t
tapped into yet and that is exactly what we are going to do.
More membership means more
money for scholarships, boy’s
state, student trooper, homeless
veterans and other projects.
Membership is the foundation for
everything in our fine organization.
As far as a project for the year,
we will continue to focus on helping our homeless veterans. I
moved to Michigan 3 years ago.
The first time I attended the
Veterans Day Parade in Detroit I
saw a homeless man in a doorway
covered with an American Flag.
This was something that really
struck a chord with me and
brought a tear to my eye as a
homeless veteran is one homeless
veteran too many. We need to
do what we can to help men and
women that protected the freedoms that we hold sacred.
We do have one date that needs
to be put on the calendar. On
November 17th, a Leadership
College class will be hosted at
Northville Post #147. I can tell
you from personal experience that
the course is well put together
and very informative.
We have the potential for a
successful year in the 17th District.
All we have to do is work at it. Or
as the national organization says
“Just Ask”. I look forward to seeing everyone at convention.

Americanism in Action=Great Public Relations

American Flags in the Class Rooms

By David Loop, PR Chairman
Michigan Senate Bill 637 indicates that
each public funded class room shall have an
American Flag and offer to recite the pledge
of allegiance to the flag.
We at the American Legion Post 97 and Post
275 joined together to raise funds to supply
3 school districts in the Adrian area. These
schools included Adrian Schools, Madison
Schools, and Sand Creek Schools.
To accomplish this I contacted each superintendent of the schools to have their principles inventory their class rooms to determine the number of American Flags were
needed. Many of the elementary class rooms
already had flags.
Once we had a number we rolled up our
sleeves and began to raise funds.
It took some time to raise funds, but raised
they were and when all of the flags were
purchased we contacted each of the district
superintendent to ask to be placed on their

next meeting agenda. As it was, each of the
districts met on the same night. We presented the flags all in one night.
They were grateful for our efforts to get
these flags for their classrooms, also the local
newspaper ran an article with photos of the
presentation, giving great public relations
for the American Legion Posts.
I would encourage every Post to talk to
their local school districts and offer to make
flags in the class room a reality. It does a couple of things for the Posts. 1. It makes them
aware of The American Legion 2. It promotes community service and patriotism. 3.
With this good will gesture it opens the door
to promote the other programs of The
American Legion, like Boys State, Student
Trooper, Girls State, and Oratorical.
Take advantage of this great opportunity
in your area and remember buying from
Emblem Legion Sales gives your Post credits under their flag program.
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A Great Year To Be A Son

Birch Run Legion Post 125 honor guard with 4th of July parade float that took first
place in best of theme. From left to right Roger Vaverck, Greg Rush, Darrel Ward, Elmer
Lerette, David Coon, Mel Adams, David Tweddle, and Bob Boquette.

New Officers of Post #28. 1st Vice Commander: David Carlson, 2nd Vice Commander: Bob
Wydeck, Adjutant: Rick Chittenden, Chaplain & Honor Guard Leader: George Bennett, Center
2nd row Commander: Ed Dekoekkoek, Judge Advocate: Garrett Veihl, Service Officer: Adam
Shumaker Sgt-at-Arms: Nathan VanKampen, Historian: David MacKellar. Not pictured Finance
Officer: Jim Thayer. Executive at Large: Butch Balk and Chris Whalen

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 27
of Bessemer Mi. honored Joe Martel (center) served as Honor Guard Commander
for 65 plus years. Upon his return from
WW11, Captain Martel organized the combined Bessemer-Bessemer-Township
American Legion/VFW Honor Guard.
Making the presentation is Dave Paynter
Adjutant and S.A.L. member. Pictured
left to right are Dave Bracket, Francis
Tannheimer, Jim Calovi, Commander
Martel, Gary Backman, Bob Gierl, Dave
Paynter, and new Commander Irv Mattson.Sons of the American Legion Squadron 27 of
Bessemer Mi. honored Joe Martel (center) served as Honor Guard Commander for 65 plus
years. Upon his return from WW11, Captain Martel organized the combined BessemerBessemer-Township American Legion/VFW Honor Guard. Making the presentation is Dave
Paynter Adjutant and S.A.L. member. Pictured left to right are Dave Bracket, Francis
Tannheimer, Jim Calovi, Commander Martel, Gary Backman, Bob
Gierl, Dave Paynter, and new Commander Irv Mattson.

Bob Becker was named Kent County Veteran of the Year. Bob
is a Trustee for the Walter Durkee American Legion Post 311.
The photo shows (left to right): Paul Ryan (Dinner
MC/nominee), Bob Becker (Veteran of the Year, Post 311
Trustee), Paul Mitchell (Post 311 Commander), & Bill
Schaefer (Guest Speaker/Post 311 member)

By Mike Boughner,
SAL Detachment
Commander
Greetings, to my fellow
Sons members, and to
the American Legion
Family, Let me introduce
myself, my name is Mike
Boughner I am a 12 year member of The
Sons of the American Legion and the
proud son of an Army veteran, my father
Gary Boughner a 22 year member of The
American Legion. I can’t even begin to tell
you how much of an honor it is to be
elected as Detachment Commander of
Michigan for 2013-2014. I am looking
forward to working with newly elected
Department Commander Ray Moore and
Department Auxiliary President Sandra
Snyder this coming year.
This year my theme is “The Year of the
Penguin”. I selected the penguin NOT
because I am short, fat and cute?, but
because penguins are one of the few animals that are all about family. And as we
all know the only way that our organization is going to thrive is if we have strong
Legion families at the Squadron, District

and Detachment levels.
My special project this year is Operation
Comfort Warriors (OCW). It is a program to help sick, wounded, and injured
veterans by providing “nonessential” items
not covered in the government’s budget
line. I choose this project because 100% of
the donations given to this program go
directly to our veterans. Please give to this
worthy cause and help the American
Legion help our needy veterans.
My goal for the year is membership.
While getting new members is always
good, it’s retaining all our current members that is the bigger challenge. I am
looking forward to working with
Membership Chairman Dwaine Verville
on this throughout the year.
Together, I know that we will have a
great year. I am excited to meet new people and visit new posts throughout my
travels this year with the Legion Family.
If there is anything that either the
Detachment Officers or I can do to help
your Squadron during the upcoming year
please don’t hesitate to ask. It is amazing
what you can accomplish just be asking.
“For God and Country”

Carl Stitt Post #232 in Dearborn Heights honor 2
Legionnaires for 60 continuous years of membership. Left
to Right: Post Commander Ed Kempisty, 60 yr. member
John Sobkowsiak, 60 yr. member Rick Risch, and Sr.
Vice Cass Wegzyn.

Over 200 American Flags were carried through Traverse City during the
Cherry Festival parade, the Grand Traverse County Veterans Groups carried the flag. Out front the American Legions 9th District Commander Neal
Honing.

American Legion Post 47,
Comstock, MI presented Ernie
Homrich and Dick Blok. Their 60
years of Service certificates on
May 25th, 2013.

Post 28 Service Officer Adam Shumaker and Pos
t 28 Sgt-at-Arms Nathan VanKampen presented a Grand Haven Post #28 license plate
to Post Commander George Blackard of
"Andrew Pearson" Post #117 Billings,
Montana. They took the license plate for Past
Commander MacKellar, Andrew Pearson was a
friend of the family who was killed in Iraq in
April of 2008. The new Post #117 was named
after Army Capt. Andrew "Drew" Pearson.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
LEGION RIDERS

By Tom Howard, Detachment ALR Chairman
Summer conference went well, The American Legion
Riders held an standing room only informational meeting.
There was a lot discussed, it was my platform as well as Jim
Austins that this was not a dictorial meeting, but simply an
informative meeting. It was pretty much agreed upon by all
Riders, that Riders do not like rules. We must somehow
agree that some rules should be followed. We do not need
to be a program "Gone Wild". In a nutshell I am certain
that some attending did learn why some rules are in place.
I am very happy on the growth of the Rider program.
We should sit back as a Legion Family and look at this
in simplicity. Veteran's organizations around the country are
shrinking in numbers. According to National Headquarters
the Legion Riders are the fastest growing influx of Legion
members since Vietnam. When I talk to Auxiliary, SAL, and
Legionnaires about their Rider program at the Post level
my answers are all over the board. When I talk to higher
level members it is the same about promoting the Riders.
My Legion Family, WE ARE MISSING THE BOAT.
There are so many younger people; INCLUDING
YOUNG VETERAN'S looking for a home. My simple
message is to use the Riders as a tool. We want to be promoted. You want membership. 1 + 1 = 2. Please at all levels promote the Riders.
At our small Post approximately 75% of our Riders joined
because of the Rider program. As we all know or should
know the first qualification of becoming a Legion Rider is
to be a member of the American Legion family. Legion
Family PLEASE practice what we preach. Join hands as a
family and watch your membership grow. Tom Howard
Chairman Detachment of MIchigan ALR Chairman.

Where Are My Membership Cards?

In order for your post to recieve it’s membership cards they
must send in their 2013/2014 officer list, bond, and audit.
Misplace your forms? They can be found online at: www.michiganlegion.org/forms located under Post/Squad Forms

Classifieds
"The contents of advertisements
which appear in the Legionnaire
are solely the responsibility of the
advertisers. Appearance of any
advertisement in the Legionnaire
does not constitute either a recommendation, nor an endorsement of the goods and services
offered therein."
Buying Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, 40/8,
VFW, DAV, Masonic, and FOE
medals, badges, pins, caps,bars,
membership cards and Stamp
Collections. Contact Craig R.
Wotring, PO Box 1743 Owosso, MI
48867, 989-725-9728 Legion
Member

PRIVATE
COLLECTOR
BUYING

German, Japanese, U.S. military items from all wars. Top
cash paid for Airborne,
Aviation, Pilot, Seal, Special
Forces, OSS, Ranger, Marine
items. Also German medals,
daggers, swords, guns, personality items and billion flags.
Also Japanese swords, helmets
and guns.
Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet
James Leslie (member),
3540 Timberline Drive
Clyde, MI 48049
(810) 989-9866

