American Legion Department of Michigan
Department Convention 2024

Reconnect Committee

Meeting was held on July 12, 2024 at the Kewadin Casino Event Center Sault St. Marie, Mi. in
the Whitefish Point room.

Meeting opened at 10am, with respect to colors and Pledge of Allegiance.

The following members were elected into positions: Chair, Alicia Burton; Vice Chair, Rich
Jennings; Secretary, Charly Matthews.

The following District Delegates were present: 1%, 37, 5% 7t gh ot 1ot 11t 12% 18% and
19%: including guests, there were 24 total in attendance. There was a quorum.

The previous minutes were read for informational purposes only.
No Resolutions were recommended to Reconnect for review.

The Homeless Veteran Taskforce Chair gave a report, which is included with these minutes. Rich
Jennings noted that reimbursement for training and collaboration should be included in the
budget, as the Homeless Summit was incredibly informative and provided invaluable resources.

For those in attendance an explanation and brief history of the committee was given. It was
recommended to collaborate with the various college Veteran Student Organizations. In addition,
in response to a question, it was noted that all Homeless Veteran Taskforce applicants get
referrals to a Veteran Service Officer.

For Unfinished Business, Chair Alicia Burton noted that at the last meeting, the committee had
discussed the rising costs of living, including rent and had previously voted to raise the Homeless
Veteran Taskforce assistance to $3000. However, when the minutes were read, the motion was
made to approve and not adopt the change. A motion was made by District 7 delegate to approve
the increase, which was seconded by the 18" District delegate. Motion carried.

The Schutze Award was discussed, noting only one Post was recommended. An on line vote was
held June 2". The committee approved the recommendation. It was noted that many in
attendance did not know what the Schutze Award was, an explanation was given. It was noted
that all District Commanders had been sent reminders via email. Many in attendance asked for a
form to be placed on the Department website, and an article in the Legionnaire, while also
acknowledging prior recipients, noting that District Commanders receive many emails and it
may be missed. A discussion was had regarding the deadline for the Schutze Award to give Posts
more time for eligibile events and participation. A motion was made by District 7, seconded by
18 to extend the deadline for the recommendations to be received by Department and/or The




Chair of the Committee, no later than April 1%. This would give Districts the opportunity to
review recommendations at the March meetings. Motion carried.

There was no other business brought forth.

A motion was made by the 7 District delegate to adjourn, which was seconded by the 18"
District delegate. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:51am.

Vespect hilly Subaarstt
A{ch BeetrenS




Homeless Veteran Task Force
MVAA Meeting May 1-3 DTE Conference Center, Detroit, Mi

Topics range from Homeless, Suicide, and Mental Health, But More importantly the
connections.

| also met people who can and do help directly in those areas, and extended ways beyond
such as prison release or those trying to find work after release. Even some from HUD
VASH, are not familiar with the Legion's ability to help Veterans in this way and our
presence at these MVAA training seminars gets the Legion's name out there as one more
source for assisting Veterans. Networking and Training opportunities outweigh the cost for
the team.

This Year Reconnect and the HVTF committee have worked together on realigning the goal
of streamlining the paperwork and making the veterans' identity remain anonymous from
those voting and made great improvements to the process.

We are hoping to get the Department 1o consider expanding all single-person committees,
so they can continue fluidly in all situations and keep all missions flowing smoothly.

HVTE has had many applications come through. Unfortunately, not all Veterans continue
the process for whatever reason. We contact them after receiving their applications and
some do not even return the calls.



