The American Legion Department of Michigan
Winter Meeting 2024

Reconnect Committee

10 February 2024

The Meeting was held at the Gateway Hotel, Flint Mi. in the Monroe Room.
The meeting was called to order at 11:04am by committee chair Alicia Burton.

There was sixteen in attendance including five committee members, with one committee member
(Paulus Obey) not in attendance. There was a quorum.

Those in attendance paid respect to the colors with a salute and the pledge of allegiance.

The previous minutes were discussed. A vote was not needed as they were approved at the Fall
Conference.

Since the Fall Conference the Reconnect Committee has done the following:
On 10/26/2023 a Zoom was held to finalize the Policy & Procedures. There was not a quorum.

An email vote was then held on 11/3/23. There was a motion by Rich Jennings to approve the Policy &
procedures. A second was given by Mark Chamberlain. A quorum of votes came in and the motion was
approved.

The HVTF chair gave a report. Rich noted that the HVTF has approved two applications.

In addition, the HVTF Chair expressed have attended the Finance Committee meeting at that committee
discussed approving higher limits for expenses.

Charly Matthews gave a report regarding the Auxiliary and some of their programs mirroring those of
The American Legion and collaborating with the Auxiliary.

In Old Business Committee Chair Burton passed out documents addressing applications and the process
of vetting applications and getting them to the Committee. Included were documents for the following:

Obtaining a DD214, Ways to Verify Military Service, A Flowchart document outlining the proper
procedure for the application process, An Application Summary (with an example) and a Referral Sheet.

A change was made to the application process to add Wanda to the initial email when an application is
discussed, so she would be aware if the application was approved or denied. Chairman Burton also
reminded committee members to “respond all” in those emails.

Under New Business HVTF chair Rich Jennings noted that when applicants complete the TFA Application,
they don’t often note which fund they are requesting which often causes confusion and multiple funds
addressing the application. Rich then expressed that a dropbox should be added to the application for
the applicant to be able to add that. It was also noted that often the applicant may not know exactly
what funds there are and the qualifications for them. Rich believes the process would be easier with the
dropbox creating less confusion when the application comes in.

Rich Jennings noted that with average cost of living and rent costs increasing the HVTF limit should be
raised. Rich made a motion to increase the limit from $1500 to $3000. The motion was seconded by
Mark Chamberlain. The motion carried.
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As of this point, there have been no recommendations for the Schutze Award. Please get those
recommendations to the Committee Chair before March 30.

Some of those in attendance asked about the process and timeline for TFA applications. That was
explained and discussed.

It should be noted that in light of the DEC meeting yesterday regarding the Wounded & Returning
Warrior program, some verbiage in the Reconnect Policy & Procedures needed to be addressed. Those
changes were proposed and sent to the Committee for approval. The outcome has yet to be
determined. When done, the document will be sent to the proper individuals.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:54am.

Respectfully submitted,

Alicia Burton, Chair Reconnect Committee.




Verifying Service

*These can be retrieved using VA.Gov or VA App. Can also call VA Benefits 1-800-827-1000

e NS mE W

. Discharge Documents

a. DD214
b. NGB22 (or similar)
c. Reserves Letter
Michigan License/ldentification
a. “Veteran”
b. Take DD214 to the SOS
DEERS Card
Retired Military ID
Military ID
VA Health Card
VA Statement of Benefits*
V A Verification of Income*
VA Verification of Service Letter*



HVTF Application Process- Department

Department of Michigan Path

1.

8.
9.

Dept will send app to Reconnect Chair
a. Oftenthe application will get sent to Wounded and Returning Warrior
b. HVTF/WRW can collaborate as necessary
Reconnect Chair will notify HVTF Chair
a. FWemail app to HVTF Chair
b. Call/Text HVTF Chair that there is an application
HVTF Chair will verify that WRW has not already paid
a. Email
b. Call/text
HVTF will contact Veteran
a. Verify Service
b. VerifyIncome
c. Verify Need
HVTF Chair will complete Application summary
HVTF Chair will notify Reconnect Chair that application is completed
HVTF Chair will notify Reconnect Committee of Application

a. HVTF Chair will email All members of Reconnect Committee and Wanda

at Department.
b. HVTF Chair will Attach Application Summary to Email
c. HVTF Chair will specify that a MOTION is made to approve application
Application must have a Second to be moved forward.
Discussion/Questions if Needed

10. To be approved, application must pass a majority vote
11. Once approved/Denied

a. HVTF Chair Notifies Dept of MI.
b. HVTF Chair Notifies Veteran
c. If necessary, HVTF Chair Notifies payees (landlord, auto shop, etc.)



HVTF Application Process- Reconnect Member

In the Event a member of the committee is contacted for an application...
HVTF Chair will be notified of ALL applications.

1. Committee member helps Veteran complete application.
2. Committee member contacts HVTF Chair
3. Committee member forwards application
a. Dept of Mi. via Fax
b. HVTF Chair via Fax/Encrypted email
4. Application then follows same protocol as Dept path.

NOTE- Names and other PPl will not be forwarded to the Committee members to
protect confidentiality of the Veteran and Veteran’s Family.



REFERRAL SHEET

Name (First, Last):

DATE:

Housing Situation Literally Homeless

Referring Agency (Referred From):

At Risk Couch Surfing Other

Reconnect/HVTF Committee Member:

Referring to:  American Legion Info

POST/UNIT; City:

Phone:

District SO:

Contact Information:

County Service Officer:

COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY:

HOUSING REFERRALS:

HUD-VASH:

SSVF:

Other:

FOOD RESOURCES:

COMMUNITY COMMISSION ON AGING

FINANACIAL RESOURCES:

Greenpath: 1-877-672-1116

greenpath.com Local Phone:

Gabriella Barthlow, AFC, FFC:  586-854-1737 gabriella.barthlow@MacombGov.org

Other:

The American Legion Department of Michigan
Reconnect Committee/Homeless Veteran Taskforce



HVTF APPLICATION SUMMARY

Applicant Information
Name (First, Last Initial): Last 4:
County: District:
VETERAN'S Military Service Information
Branch of Service: Choose an item.

Time of Service: [mo/yr to mo/yr.]
Household Info: # of People In Household:
ASSISTANCE REQUESTED: TOTAL Amount Requested:
Housing:

Type: Choose an item. Amount:
Utilities:

Type: Choose an item. Amount Total:
Type: Choose an item. Amount Total:
Vehicle:

Type: Choose an item, Amount:

Income: TOTAL Household Income:
Choose an item. Amount: Choose an item. Amount:
Choose an item. Amount: Choose an item. Amount:

Amount of Outgoing Monthly Bills-

Explanation of Emergency Situation:

How will this help/Plan moving forward:

Period of Service: Choose an item.

Type: Choose an item.

Type: Choose an item.

Type: Choose an item.

Type: Choose an item.

Applicant is: Choose an item.

Service Component: Choose an item.

Amount:

Amount Total:

Amount Total:

Amount:




