Department of Michigan
VA & R Committee Minutes
February 10*", 2024
27 Members in Attendance

The meeting of the Department of Michigan, VA & R Committee was called to order by
Chairman Don Howard at 1pm in the Monroe Room of the Gateway Hotel, Flint Michigan

Present were Standing Committee members: Don Howard Chairman, Robert Gillette, John
Perry, Tony Licari, and Gary Easterling.

Minutes from the previous meeting on September 22, 2023 were read.

Introduction of guest: 1% Vice President of the Michigan Department Auxiliary introduced
herself and presented what the VA & R with Auxiliary has been accomplishing.

Derrick Blumke presented what he is working and supporting with Medicine and the VA and
over prescribing and recovery.

Legislative Committee Chair gave an update on State Legislative bills in the House and
Senate that are important to veterans.

VHVS reported status on veterans homes.

Director Gary Easterling report on the upcomings of the VA & R office and staff. Higgins Lake
this year will be September 13'™"-15'" 2024 and there is a price increase for registration. He
also updated that National Department is considering changing PSO (Post Service Officer) to
PRO (Post Resource Officer). Just released VA is considering expanding locations and dates
for Exposure to Agent Orange, more information will be available.

Unfinished Business: NONE
New Business: Discussion on South Gate Office.
FOR GOOD OF THE LEGION: NONE

There being no further business to come before this committee, it was moved to adjourn the
meeting at 2:50pm.

Respectfully Submitted

Don Howard

VA & R Committee Chairman



