American Legion Department of Michigan
Department Convention 2025, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee

July 11, 2025

Meeting was held at: Kewadin Convention Center, Sault Saint Marie, Michigan, in the White Fish
Point Room.

The meeting opened at 8:30 AM

The following members were elected into these positions:

Chairman: Alfonse Vanhese

Vice Chairman: John Perry

Secretary: Patrick McGinn

Districts present: 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19. Quorum is present
31 guests present

No resolutions to discuss.

No old business to discuss.

Guest Speaker: Tim Poxon reviewed 3 legislative bills that will effect service officers ability to
get grants. HB 107 and 108 and SB 215.

New Business: Gary Easterling reported that Saginaw County did not get the grant this year for
the County Veteran’s Service officer. They are looking for funding to continue with this position.
This position could possibly be eliminated by the end of September.

Gary Easterlling reported that the Service Officer training is scheduled for September 10, 11, 12.
We need to get the word out. We need to get at least 150 people to attend to break even. The
cost is $250 per registrant. The training is open to anyone and the application can be found at
MichiganLegion.org.

Meeting adjourned at 0850
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American Legion Department of Michigan
Department Convention 2025, VE & E Committee
July 11, 2025

Meeting was held at: Kewadin Convention Center, Sault Saint Marie, Michigan, in the White Fish
Point Room.

The meeting opened at 0910 AM

The following members were elected into these positions:
Chairman: Alfonse Vanhese

Vice Chairman: Bob Gillette

Secretary: Patrick McGinn

Districts present: 3, 6, 8,9, 10, 12, 18, 19. Quorum is present
31 guests present

No resolutions to discuss.

No old business to discuss.

There is no active committee. Someone needs to step up and take charge.
Meeting adjourned at 0913
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American Legion Department of Michigan
Department Convention 2025, VAVS / VHVS Committee
July 11, 2025

Meeting was held at: Kewadin Convention Center, Sault Saint Marie, Michigan, in the White Fish
Point Room.

The meeting opened at 8:55 AM

The following members were elected into these positions:
Chairman: Gary Bourdeau

Vice Chairman: Gene Netheway

Secretary: Patrick McGinn

Districts present: 1, 3, 4, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19. Quorum is present
31 guests present

No resolutions to discuss.

No old business to discuss.

Gary Bourdeau discussed the Fischer House and the process to make donations. Also discussed
the Community based outpatient clinics around the state at the great job they are doing in
covering the hospital gaps.

There was a brief discussion about the roles of Post Service Officers and not putting out bad
information .

Meeting adjourned at 0910
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