The American Legion, Department of Michigan

Michigan Boys State

Winter Meeting held at Double Tree by Hilton on Saturday, February 8, 2025, in Ballroom Il

Meeting called to order at 9:05am by Director, Mark Brejcha.

Members Present: Chairman/Director Mark Brejcha, Wendy Retzloff, Jim Ellis, Tom Cherneski,
John Burke, Ken Miller

Guests: 20
Meeting was opened by inspirational comments by Department Commander, Cooper.

Director Mark Brejcha provided an in-depth power point program of Boy State Program to all
guests as a simulation of what is currently being presented to Schools, Parents and Students.

Previous Minutes:

It was motioned by Tom Cherneski and supported by Wendy Retzloff that the minutes of
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 meeting of the Department Boy’s State Committee be approved.
Motion carried.

Old Business:

1. Received grant for $3,000.00 from Jackson Post 29, as presented by Jim Ellis to use for
Political Night at Gerald R. Ford Museum in Grand Rapids and any funds left over to go
to Transportation/Bus expenses.

*It was motioned by Jim Ellis and supported by Wendy Retzloff, to approve $2500.00 to

pay expenses of Political Night and left over funds to go towards transportation/bus
fund. Committee approved and motion carried.

2. Scholarship Grant — Received $5,000.00 from Sedgwick, as presented by Wendy Retzloff
as a Community Challenge Award from her place of work.



New Business:
Addressed to following:
Director reviewed all items to be anticipated at 2025 Boys State Event of the following:

- Gerald R. Ford Museum partnership and expectations.
- Transportation needs of west Michigan, Detroit area.
- Staff Uniform dress code —
o Red Shirt Friday
o (2) Navy Shirts with New American Legion Boy’s State Logo
- Delegate dress code shirts & polo.
o (2) Gray T-shirts
o (1) Red Shirt/Polo for photos and graduation
- Needed a few more robes for students in court rolls. (Ken Miller will look into ordering
a few more robs)
- Buddy ticket Initiatives
- Develop Post Cards to Parents & Boys State Alumni for donation of scholarships.
- Proposed adding Lisa Fountain (Boy’s State Photographer) who is also an Auxilary
member, as a representative to the Boys State Committee, to have an official active
voice at meetings. (Director, Mark Brejcha to look into specifics)
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