DEPARTMENT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
September 8, 2025

The Legislative Committee met in the Riverview A room of the Blue Water Convention Center,
Port Huron at 1110.

Members Present: Poxson, Renis, Coffey, Nichols. Two were excused.
Guests: 10

It was moved by Coffey and supported by Nichols that the minutes of teh Fall meeting of the
Department Legislative Committee be approved. Motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Chairman Poxson reviewed the status of the Resolution for Tax Exempt Status

NEW BUSINESS:

A motion to ask the Finance Committee for $2000 for a State Legislative Alert System. This is
similar to the National system. It was moved by Coffey and supported by Nichols to approve.
Motions carried.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before this committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting
at 1150.

Respectfully submitted by

Tim Poxson




Winter Conference Port Huron Michigan.
Updates from the Legislative Chair:

First Item: The Chair is requesting that the DEC and the Finance
committee approve $2,000.00 to be added to the }vimsimeer Legislative
Budget in this fiscal year and we are requesting that it be a line-item
expenditure. The money is to be used only for the following:

1. To set up a Legislative alert system for the American Legion
Department of Michigan close to what the National American
Legion has with their Legislative Alert system.

2. The expected cost was bid at $1,500.00, however we are asking
for an expenditure of up to $2,000 to cover any overages.

Reason:

This will help the Legislative Committee with getting the word out to
our State elected officials as to approved Department Legislative
Priorities. And when bills that we support come up in the State House
or Senate the users will be able to send a prewritten letter of support to
their own elected State Senator or House of Representative member.
The Legislative Chair has been working with Media Director Jim
Showers. Director Showers has determined that this is something he
can not do on his own. So Legislative Chair Poxson has contacted a
Veteran who has done this same set up for the Michigan Commanders
group and the Jewish War Veterans. Mr. Mark Weiss. He and Director
Showers will work on this project with the help of the Legislative Chair.
We would like to get started on this project as soon as possible so we
can have it up and running during this Legislative session 2025 thru
2026.



Second Item: In late October of 2024 State Commander Cooper was
contacted by a Dennis Gramza Post 47 (@) and the Commander was
asked to attend a meeting with State Representative Posthumus. ‘
Commander Cooper contacted the Legislative Chair and asked him to ‘
attend the meeting. The meeting subject was about Sales taxes paid by

501( ¢ ) (3) exempted at $5,000, and Veteran groups 501 (c ) (19) were

not included in the $5,000 exemption. Over the course of about two

months the Legislative Chair communicated with Mr. Gramza. One of

the points made to Mr. Gramza was that for this issue to become a

priority of the American Legion Department of Michigan was that he

needed to get a Resolution passed by his Post and his District so that it

could be on the agenda for the Winter Conference in February of 2025.

However, as time grew close to the winter conference and a meeting

with the Representative Posthumus January 18,2025 showed promise

for a bill, yet no Resolution had been submitted. So shortly after a

meeting with Representative Postumus, Chair Poxson wrote a resolution

coming from the Legislative Committee on the sales tax issue. The

Legislative Committee then held an email vote on the resolution, and

Resolution passed. However, within a day Chair Poxson got more

information from PDC Mohliman who advised that passage of this law

changing sales tax law under the sections proposed could have a

negative impact on a special section of Sales Tax Law with Public Act

530 (HB 5913 in 2018) giving Veteran groups SM'(C) (19) both a single

purchase limit of $25,000 and maximum sales at any event of $25,000.

With that new information and the fact that the Legislative Committee

had not yet forwarded the resolution to Department, Chair Poxson took

the resolution under reconsideration and held a new vote on the




resolution. The resolution failed by a vote of 4 to 1. Resolution was not
referred to DEC.




