Reconnect Committee, The American Legion, Department of Michigan
Winter Meeting, February 8, 2025

Meeting was held at the Double Tree Hilton, in St. Clair B

Committee Chair Alicia Burton started the meeting at 1pm.

All committee members were in attendance with three additional guests.
There was a quorum.

Those in attendance paid tribute to the American flag with a salute and Pledge of
Allegiance.

The previous minutes were reviewed. There were no changes.
Guests introduced themselves.

Subcommittee chair Rich Jennings gave an update of the Homeless Veteran Task
Force.

There have been some applications, however none have been fully completed at
this time.
For Unfinished business-

The following topics were discussed:

“what would you want new members to know about the Legion™ and “what is
your Post’s purpose”

It was brought up that it is often difficult to get over the “old man drinking club
stigma”. A guest member noted that it could start with reframing that stigma within
ourselves, and noted that those members are supporting your post and they are
active in a way they know how.

It was also noted that posts can connect with local National Guard and Reserve
Posts, especially those who are getting deployed or coming home. This can
sometimes be difficult when the post has historically not had the best public view.
Mending those bridges can sometimes be difficult.

The group discussed meeting your members, the community and Veterans where
they are. Find out what is important to them and blend that into your post activities
and events.



The idea of building upon the gaming community was discussed and noted that
posts and districts could have competition nights between each other.

A committee member noted that they found that involving children and youth
activities such as flag etiquette and putting flags at cemeteries has helped their post
and unit. The member also noted that involving the Legion Family in those events
as a whole has helped also.

There was no new business.

For the Good of the Legion, the Committee Chair shared the Winter Meeting
Announcements.

The meeting was closed at 1:50pm

Respectfully submitted,




