Department VA&R Committee

February 8, 2025
Ballroom1
Place: Blue Water Convention Center
Port Huron, Michigan

Committee Members Present Excused:

Chairman: Alfonse Vanhese Tony Licari VA&R
Vice Chairman: John Perry Steve Mango VA&R
Secretary: Patrick McGinn Frank Roche VAVS
Gary Bourdeau

Ed Jinks Absent:

Bob Gillett Don Holdridge VA&R

Director: Gary Easterling
16 guests present

Chairman Vanhese called the meeting to order at 1306.

Bob Gillette nominated John Perry as Vice Chairman. Supported Ed Jinks. All in favor.
Gary Bordeau nominated Patrick McGinn as Secretary. Supported by John Perry. All in
favor.

Previous minutes of VA&R was reviewed by committee members. No changes to
minutes. Motion made by John Perry to accept minutes. Supported by Bob Gillette. All
in favor. Motion Passed.

Motion made by Ed Jinks to accept the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission
rules and regulations. Supported by John Perry. All in favor. Motion Passed.

Subcommittee Report VAVS

Gary Bordeau provided report on Ann Arbor VA activities.

Jerry Dennis provided information on Grand Rapids VA activities and events.
Alfonse Vanhese provided an update on donations in the Upper Peninsula.

No correspondence

A motion was made by Bob Gillette to purchase VA&R polo’s for committee members, to
come out of the VA&R budget. Supported by John Perry. All in favor. Motion Passed

Announcements of upcoming meetings made by Alfonse Vanhese.



It was noted that there is no chairman for the VE&E Committee and no one has reached
out to the committee members. Alfonse Vanhese will follow up on this. Information to
VE&E committee will be forwarded to committee members.

Gary Easterling:
He is looking for a new VSO for the Battle Creek Area. He is one short currently.

VA&R Committee needs to be more involved in getting word out that VSQO'’s are in the
community.

If anyone has any questions in getting help for veterans, please contact Gary and he will
do what he can. “We are doing a lot of good work together. We need to build strong
legion programs.”

Next Higgins Lake training will be the week after Labor Day. We are no longer getting
any financial support from the State. Cost will be raised to about $250.

Best place to find a Service Officer is: www. michigan.gov/mvaal. Select the county of
interest and it will display a list of accredited VSQO’s in your area.

Gary explained the funding structure of the State to the different service organizations.

Tim Paxon:
Pushing for an increase of funds from the state to $5.1 million.

Pushing for the state to roll unused funds back into the general fund and that these
funds should be restricted.

Spouse of a deceased veteran who was receiving 100% disability for property tax will
be able to move within the State of Michigan and retain 100% tax exemption so long as
the spouse doesn't get remarried.

Meeting adjourned at 1344.
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