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AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN YOUTH PROGRAMS ACCEPTING STUDENTS

LAST CHANCE TO SECURE A REST AREA SIGN FOR 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Department Annual Convention Information on Pages 9,18 & 19

Posts, Districts, Legion Riders: Eight state rest areas do 
not yet have a sponsor for our 100-year Anniversary Signs.   
Rest areas north of West Branch and before the bridge are 
available.  For the Upper Peninsula, we have the rest area 
that is south of the Sault Saint Marie border crossing on the 
northbound side available.

Don’t miss this opportunity to have your organization’s 
name displayed for the next 50 plus years to travelers of our 
great state.  Posts can pool together; Districts can pool to-
gether, even Auxiliary units can pool together. 

Signs are $2,000 each, and location is on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  The signs are to celebrate 100 years of 
service to Michigan.

Orders accepted until May 31.  Contact Mark Sutton at 
517-371-4720 ext 16 or email at mark@michiganlegion.org.

michiganlegion.org/programs.html

BOYS STATE 
JUNE 17-23

APPLICATION DUE MAY 25

YOUTH CAREER LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
JULY 15-20

APPLICATION DUE MAY 25

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 
TEAM DEADLINES BEGIN MAY 15

Post Adjutants important dates: CPR’s due June 1 - mylegion.org 
& Post Data forms due by April 23
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Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at 
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to de-
partment attn: Mark Sutton.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting . 
a hard copy photo, please note photos 
printed from a home printer cannot be 
used, nor can photos clipped from news-
papers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact 

Mark Sutton
info@michiganlegion.org 
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chAplAin

Taxes, Tithes, Dues and Investing 
Eddie Brown

     Greetings Legion 
Family. Spring has 
sprung, and now we 
are looking forward 
to summer with all 
its outdoor activities.  

The Tigers have already started their 
season and we look forward to seeing 
how the new team will do.  It takes me 
back to 1977 when the Tigers decid-
ed to invest in the future and  brought 
in  a lot of rookies.  Names like Jack 
Morris, Lance Parrish, Dave Roze-
ma, Alan Trammell and “Sweet Lou” 
Whitaker.  Of course, we all remem-
ber what those kids did a few years 
later, in 1984, under the guidance of 
Manager Sparky Anderson by beat-
ing the San Diego Padres to become 
World Series Champions. (Bless you, 
boys).  Some of them are now in the 
Major League Baseball Hall of Fame.  

Okay, I guess “Eddie the Optimist” 
got the best of me again, but I have 
a point here.  Sometimes you must 
make drastic changes and invest in 
the future to achieve great things.  You 
must have the willingness to take a 
chance, and know that your decisions 
will be met with criticism.  But, you 
also need the finances and resources 

to do so.  Proverbs 21:5 tells us, “The 
plans of the diligent lead to profit as 
surely as haste leads to poverty.”  So 
we also need patience, realizing that 
it takes time for plans to develop.  

This time of year also brings tax sea-
son.  Taxes.  It’s not really a bad word, 
but people say they are a necessary 
evil.  Taxes are a way for the govern-
ment to raise funds in order to operate, 
fulfill it’s administrative requirements, 
and fund programs as expected by the 
citizens.    Benjamin Franklin once 
wrote, “Our new Constitution is now 
established, and has an appearance 
that promises permanency; but in this 
world nothing can be said to be certain, 
except death and taxes.”  Of course the 
debate will always be how much is too 
much government, and how should we 
spend the tax revenue.  We each have 
our own priorities such as National 
Defense or Veterans Affairs, and many 
support other social programs.  You 
cannot please everyone so you have 
to invest where you feel you can do 
the most good and achieve greatness.

In churches we have what is sup-
posed to be a more voluntary source 
of revenue, called tithes.  It is usually 
considered as one-tenth of our annual 
increase or income.  It is used to sup-
port clergy and the church in its mis-
sion.  What good could the church do, 

and how could it exist without dona-
tions.  Thank God for the churches that 
help to feed the poor and provide so 
much hope within our communities.  
Matthew 22:21 tells us, “Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and 
to God the things that are God’s.”  At 
least the government gives us some 
tax credit for charitable donations.  

The American Legion has a source 
of revenue too, called dues.  It’s that 
time again and the new dues-year starts 
soon.  Those dues allow us to operate 
and invest in the programs that we con-
sider important.  Compared to taxes 
and tithes, I think our dues are pret-
ty reasonable.  Our veterans have so 
many needs, and without your support 
we cannot help them.  That is why we 
have other investment opportunities 
such as the Michigan American Le-
gion Foundation, which is a 501(c)(3) 
fund with tax credit.   Your dues and 
donations make a difference.  Because 
of you, we change the lives of so many 
who need our support.  Your mem-
bership and your generosity is great-
ly appreciated.  As I spend my mon-
ey there are many times that I pause 
and read these imprinted words, “In 
God We Trust.”  Yes, I do, and Lord, 
help me use that dollar in a way pleas-
ing to You.  Amen - Chaplain Eddie

 State Senate Bill 662, sponsored by Senator Rick 
Jones, passed the State House on March 15 and is 
heading to Governor Snyder’s office for his sig-
nature.  Check the department website for more 
information. 
    This bill allows members of the Legion family 
to go into other Legion Posts that have lounges 
and purchase a drink without penalty to the host 
post.  If the member is in good standing with the 
national organization, they can serve drinks to 
any member of the organization. 

 Senate Bill 662 Heads to 
Governor’s Desk



Post Commanders and Post Adju-
tants, you should have received or will 
soon receive, at the mailing address 
provided to Department, a packet of 
information containing the following 
information:

• Annual Post Data Report Form
• Deletion – Direct Renewal Notice Form
• Membership Recruitment Pin (3, 10, 20, 30) 

Form
• New Member Recruiter Award (Gold, Silver, 

Bronze) National Form
• New Member Recruiter Award (Gold, Silver, 

Bronze) Brigade Form
• Post Officers List Form
• Post Bond Form
• Post Officers Certification of Annual Audit 

Form
• Notification Post/Squadron Commanders 

and Adjutants Form 
• National Commanders Membership Incen-

tive Pin Certification Form

Watch the deadlines and fill out completely.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Deanna 
Clark at member@michiganlegion.org or phone 
517-371-4720 Ext 24.

Coming Soon…. Consolidated Post Reports are 
on the way!!!
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Don’t Miss an opportunity!

Post Adjutants:  Watch The Mail!
Ron Runyan, State Adjutant

Brett Holt, 
Department 
Commander

Since the Le-
gion fiscal year 
runs from July 

1 through June 30, we have now 
moved into the final quarter of 
that year. You could consider the 
next three months the final lap of 
the four-quarter race. 

However, just because the end of 
this race is near doesn’t mean we 
are anywhere close to finished. 
There is still plenty of work to be 
done. 

April is Children & Youth Month. 
Now is the time to research all the 

information about The American 
Legion programs so that you can 
speak knowledgably about them 
with counselors, teachers, prin-
cipals, superintendents, parents, 
and the students themselves. 

The Michigan American Legion 
delegation that recently spoke to 
our legislators in Washington, 
D.C., can tell you how important 
it is to ensure that the children of 
our nation learn to understand 
the process of government. Chil-
dren & Youth being one of our 
four pillars makes it an obligation 
that all Legionnaires accept. 

May brings other responsibilities, 
with none more important than 
to honor the memory of those 
who have gone before us, and to 

preserve the memories and in-
cidents of our association in the 
great wars. Yes, Memorial Day 
is possibly as important a day as 
any for Michigan Legionnaires. 
The need to honor our veterans 
that have passed is paramount. I 
believe President Truman said it 
well when he said “Our debt to 
the heroic men and valiant wom-
en in the service of our country 
can never be repaid. They have 
earned our undying gratitude. 
America will never forget their 
sacrifices.” It is every Legionnaire’s 
responsibility to ensure President 
Truman’s words, that America will 
never forget their sacrifices. 

May also brings the last oppor-
tunity to reach that 100 percent 
membership goal. In April there is 

going to be an exciting new incen-
tive. I invite you to read the Mem-
bership Directors article for more 
information. Keep working on 
your membership. Remember that 
members who sign up in April 
and May will get renewal notices 
in July, but their membership does 
not expire until January 1, 2019. 
There are still plenty of reasons to 
renew and sign up new members 
today. 

As always, thank you to those that 
I have visited for your hospitality, 
to the First Lady for her patience 
and understanding while I travel 
all over the country, and to all of 
you for volunteering to serve our 
great organization.  And, thank 
you for your membership. 

Prepared 
and con� dent
Choose the medical alert service 
that has saved more lives than 
any other

Special o er for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For new customers only. 
Not to be combined with any other o  er and subject to change without notice. Monthly fees 
and applicable taxes apply. Other fees may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. 
*Coverage outside the home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Lifeline o  ers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-anywhere 
protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind o  ered by 
HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.

Learn more about the bene-
fits offered by our partners at 

thelit.com

The Legion Insurance Trust 
has been serving Michigan 

Legionnaires for over 60 
years
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1st District
April 2 at Joe Louis Post 375
May 7 at Joe Louis Post 375
May 28, Memorial Day Service 
at Roseland Park
June 4 at Joe Louis Post 375
*All meetings begin at 7 p.m.

2nd District
May 20 at Tecumseh Post 34
   11 a.m. – SAL 
   Noon – Riders 
   1 p.m. – Service Officers
   2 p.m. – District Meeting

3rd District
May 6 at Leighr Wright Post 53 
in Hillsdale  
   11:30 a.m. - Executive  Board       
                Meeting 
   Noon - Dinner
   1 p.m. - Regular Meeting 
Note: It is crucial for anyone who 
plans to attend a 3rd District 
Meeting that you communicate 
to the host Post your dinner plans
RSVP: 517- 39-5133

4th District

5th District
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETINGS
April 12
June 14
*All Executive Board meetings 
will begin at 7 p.m. with Senior 
Vice Commander Keith Wake-
field presiding.  All District Exec-
utive Board meetings will be con-
ducted at Post 179 in Grandville.

District MeetingsMembership News
Earn $100  To Renew and 
Recruit New Members
Jerry Andrus, Membership Director

DISTRICT MEETINGS
May 10, 7 p.m. at Post 28 in   
   Grand Haven 
July 12, 7 p.m. – TBA  

6th District
May 6 at Post 64 in Flint 
   Noon – Lunch 
   1 p.m. – Meeting 

7th District
May 20 in Marysville
June at Department 
    Convention

8th District
May 6 at Hubbarston Post
   Noon – Servic e Officer 
Mtg
   1:30 p.m. – Lunch 
   3 p.m. – Meeting 

9th District
May 12 at Post 219 in Fife 
Lake 
   Noon – Executive Board 
   1 p.m. – Lunch 
   2 p.m. – General Member
           ship Meeting 

10th District
May 6 at Sanford Post 443
   (Nominations,  Elections,
     and Memorial Service)
June 2 – TBA (Installation of
               officers)
   Noon – Lunch 
   1 p.m. – Meeting 

11th District
April 28, 1 p.m. cst at Tony 
Rivord Post 244 in Powers 

2018 Membership Goal: 65,439       March 15 Total: 59,880 - 91.51%

12th District
April 28, 1 p.m. cst Post 50 in 
Iron Mountain 

U.P. Association Summer 
Convention
June 8- 10 at Post 50 in Iron 
Mountain 

16th District
April 10 at Trenton Post 426*
May 8 at Lincoln Park Post 67
   6:30 p.m. – Memorial Service 
June 12 at Garden City Post 396
*Service Officer School at 6:30 
p.m., 
Meetings at 7:30 p.m. 

17th District
May 16 at Post 32 in Livonia
June 20 at Post 147 in Northville 
*Meetings start a 7 p.m. 

18th District
April 15 at Post 172 in Rochester
   2 p.m. – Memorial  Service
May 5 at Post 143 in Auburn Hills
        (Elections)
June 10 at Post 253 in Royal Oak
*All meetings on Sunday at 2:00 
p.m., unless notified of change.

19th District
May 19 at Post 122 in Wolverine 
   11 a.m. – ALR and Service 
                    Officer session 
   Noon – Lunch 
   1 p.m. – Legion and Auxiliary 
                  Meetings

RECRUIT, RENEW, OR 
RETAIN 5 MEMBERS 
BEFORE APRIL 30 AND 
YOU CAN EARN $100 
FOR EACH COMBINA-
TION OF 5 MEMBERS!!!

We are running a new in-
centive from now until April 
30. Any LEGION MEMBER 
in good standing, who signs 

up a new Legion member, and/or renews a delin-
quent Legion member, will earn $100 for each set 
of five members.  Any combination of the five is 
what we are after.  Help your post and make some 
money at the same time.  As I have been pushing 
for 3-4 person membership teams this year, this is 
just an extension of that plan.  It is so much eas-
ier if we can work together.  Forms are available 
online, post adjutants will be mailed a copy, or 
get one from your district commander.  All forms 
must be fully completed and have your adjutants 
signature for verification.

CONGRATULATIONS 1st DISTRICT COM-
MANDER GREG SPIGHT

We are rapidly approaching the end of the mem-
bership year.  I have told Commander Brett that we 
would be 100 percent by the end of April.  Well, it 
looks like I am going to need some help.  I would 
like to congratulate 1st District Commander Greg 
Spight for having a 100 percent district in Febru-
ary.  I believe this is a first in modern day history 
for a district to hit 100 percent this early.  We have 
hit all of our goals this year but the last 10 percent 
is the roughest. We still have not had any Al Ford 
Award applications sent in.  This is to sign up de-
linquent members, 2016 or before.  This would be a 
big boost to the posts that are far behind.

100% IS POSSIBLE

The March 1 membership report shows that we 
have 56 posts at 100 percent or above.  There are 
many in the 90 percent range that only need 10 or 
less to make goal.  For the posts that still need 30 
or 40 members we hope this new incentive plan 
will be a big help.  Let’s work as a team and also 
include your SAL and Auxiliary.  There is a Na-
tional award for the Legion Families reaching 100 
percent.  We hope every post can make it this year 
and put Michigan on top.   We know that we are 
number one, so let’s show the rest how it is done.  
Thank you for your efforts.
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September has come and gone
So many 

wonderful things 
happen within 
our American 
Legion family.  I 
am forever in awe 
of what we can, 
and do accom-
plish.

I attended the 16th District 
Americanism Banquet in Dearborn 
Heights where students were hon-
ored with awards because of their 
participation in the District Ora-
torical Contest.  Our youth are so 
incredible and enthusiastic.

It was an honor to be invited to 
participate in the American Legion 
Pilgrimage to Lincoln’s Tomb on 
Feb. 12 in Springfield, Illinois.  This 
pilgrimage is sponsored by the De-
partment of Illinois and the Spring-
field American Legion Post and is 
held every year to honor President 

Lincoln.  Commander Holt, First 
Lady Bonnie, Duane and I were 
able to take a tour of the Lincoln 
Museum the day before. What a 
truly awesome and educational mu-
seum.  On the 12th, along with a 
large number of other Legion family 
members, we took the drive to the 
Tomb where Commander Holt and 
I placed a wreath.  There was a very 
moving program that followed.  I 
can honestly say that this was some-
thing I will never forget and I am so 
glad I was invited to attend.

Winter Meeting was well attend-
ed.  There was a wealth of informa-
tion shared by various committees, 
as well as a self-defense class. We 
were honored by the presence of our 
National President, Diane Duscheck.  
Thank you to everyone that helped 
to make our meeting a good one.

I was also honored to attend the 
first organizational meeting of our 

newest unit in Battle Creek.  Mem-
bers of Unit 257 have elected their 
first officers, and are almost at the 
point of submitting their application 
for charter.  Their first meeting was 
a wonderful one with a lot of enthu-
siasm and willingness to help our 
veterans and their families, as well 
as the community.  We look forward 
to seeing all of the wonderful things 
they accomplish over the next few 
years.

Our year is on the downward 
side, but there is still so much that 
we can, and will get done.  Our 
veterans, active-duty servicemen 
and women, their families and our 
communities are our priorities, and 
I know we will continue to do great 
things.  Our veterans need us, and I 
am so glad we are here for them.

Please don’t forget my special 
project, Pingree Detroit, and Hon-
orary Jr. President Emma’s project, 

Keeping our Veterans Warm with 
Blankets.  Both of these projects will 
bring wonderful things to help our 
veterans.

Also, please remember to respect 
each other.  If we treat our members 
with respect and always think before 
we speak, we will continue to grow.  
We need all of our members, both 
those that have been active mem-
bers for 40 or 50 years, and the new.  
New members offer so much and 
have fresh ideas.  Our older mem-
bers offer the knowledge, and can 
mentor our new members on what 
the American Legion Auxiliary is 
about.  Officers are not here to tell 
our members what to do, but to give 
support and continuity to our meet-
ings, etc.

If I can ever do anything to assist, 
please feel free to contact me.  I am 
always just a phone call or email 
away.

First, let me just say what an honor it has been to 
represent our great state of Michigan as the National 
Executive Committee Woman this year.  I thank each 
and every one of you for that trust.  What a learning 
curve it has been!  

At the first meeting NEC voted to raise the dues, 
voted on the DC conference, and the new home for 
the National Headquarters!  Next we just finished the 
second NEC meeting in Indy February 23-24.  I am 
happy to report that the National organization once 
again had a clean audit!  Madame National President 
Diane announced that our National Treasurer, Marta 
Hedding, is retiring this year after 24 years of service 
to this great organization.  We then voted to accept 
another treasurer, Sarah Riegel, who will take office 
late spring. 

We also had a fiduciary class which was very inter-
esting.  In the class we learned about some of the risks 
in a non-profit Organization such as ours, and how to 
try and prevent different things from happening.  All 
in all, it was a very informative day.

A Privilege to Serve
Ellen Jackson, National Executive Committee

It is once again time, ladies, to put that pen 
in your hand and write to your representatives in 
Washington. I supplied you with a list of veter-
ans bills that passed in the House and await the 
passing through the hands of the Senate. Please, 
it is so important that each and every one of you 
write your letters and send them to your legis-
latures. It is up to us to have a say in what can 
transpire for our veterans, returning troops and 
deployed troops. Write one letter each week until 
we are truly heard. The more letters our legis-
lators receive, the louder our voices. We must 
show our veterans and troops that we so appre-
ciate their service defending this great country. 
Let our troops know they are coming home to a 
grateful nation. 

The Veterans Affairs announced December 
12 that it has teamed up with the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-
tion (SAMHSA) to create the Mayor’s Challenge 
to prevent suicide among service members, vet-

erans and their families. Only seven cities were 
selected for this challenge. Write a letter to your 
mayor, encourage them to participate in this 
challenge. The information they need may be ob-
tained by submitting a request for information at 
https://prs.typeform.com/to C2Zv2B. What better 
way to show our veterans and returning troops 
just how much we care by getting so many more 
cities involved with their care.

As you continue to work with the Legislative 
Committee, educate groups that are not aware of 
the issues pertaining to our veterans and mili-
tary. Arrange meetings with your representatives 
and senators and be sure to thank them if they 
voted in favor of an issue that has or will make a 
difference with our veterans and/or military and 
their families. When you receive a reply, please 
forward me a copy. 

Thank you for writing the many needed 
letters. 

LETTERS NEEDED
Deborah Williamson, Legislative Chairman
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2018 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY CONVENTION CALL
The 98th Annual Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Michigan is hereby called to be held in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan June 21-June 24, 2018.

The Convention is called for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing year, considering amendments to the 
Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules, receiving reports of the National Executive Committeewoman, Department 
Officers and Chairmen, electing Delegates and Alternates to the 98th National Convention and for the transaction of such 
other business as may be brought before it.

REPRESENTATION

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 2:  The Annual Convention shall be composed of Delegates and Alternates qualified as 
follows:

a. Delegates and Alternates shall have paid their National and Department dues for the current year to 
Department Headquarters not less than thirty (30) days prior to the convention.

b. Delegates and Alternates must be over eighteen (18) years of age, except as provided in the 
Constitution, Article III, Section 2 (a).

c. Delegates and Alternates must be elected at a Unit meeting duly called for that purpose: notice of 
said meeting having been given no later than two (2) weeks prior to election.

d. Alternates shall have priority in order of their election.

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 3:  Each Unit of ten (10) or more members shall be entitled to one (1) Delegate and one 
(1) additional Delegate for every one hundred (100) members or major fraction thereof.

a. Units may send Delegates or Alternates only if they have paid their Mandatory Funds for the current 
year to Department Headquarters not less than (30) days prior to Convention.

b. Units will be permitted to vote from the floor only if they have complied with all mandates and are 
represented by at least one (1) Delegate or Alternate.

c. Units organized during the year (after July 1) will be given the privileges of the Convention floor.

THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES ALLOWED WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE UNIT’S MEMBERSHIP INTO 
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS ON MAY 22, 2018.

UNIT CREDENTIAL FEES
Standing Rules (Department of Administration) credential fee is $10.00 for each delegate, $1.00 fee will be 
charged for lost credentials for Department Convention, must be paid by the Unit for each Delegate to which it is 
entitled by virtue of its membership.

DELEGATE AT LARGE

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4:  All elected and appointed Department Officers, all members of Department Standing 
Committees, the Hospital Representatives and their First Deputies of the VA Hospitals, Grand Rapids Home for 
Veterans, D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans and all non-VA Hospital Chairmen and their First Deputies shall be 
Delegates-at-Large to the annual Convention and entitled to vote.

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 5:  All Past Department Presidents, as long as they remain members in good standing in 
a Unit in this Department, shall be Delegates-at-Large to the annual Convention and entitled to vote.

STANDING RULES (DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION)
A credential fee shall be paid for each Delegate-at-Large for the Department Convention.  All credential fees 
collected for Department Convention shall be allocated to the printing account to help defray the cost of the 
Annual Report Book.  Credential fee is $10.00.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEE
The fee of $15.00 charged by The American Legion Convention Corporation must be paid by ALL DELEGATES, 
ALTERNATES, DELEGATES-AT-LARGE, AND GUESTS. Convention program book, badge, etc. will be given 
only on presentation of the Corporation’s receipt at the registration desk.  The registration fee of $15.00 must be 
paid even if housing is not required.  The convention registration fee of $15.00 is to be mailed to the American 
Legion 2018 Convention with a registration form.

4th District Report
Kathie Hartman/Gleason, 4th District 
President

What a wonderful year I have 
been having. Very educational, I have 
learned so much. I have been able to 
travel around to some of our units in 
different Districts. It has been such 
a delight to be around so many peo-
ple who believe in what I believe in 
about our veterans. And I truly believe 
that we all should remember why we 
joined this organization. And that was 
to help our veterans and their family 
any way we can.

I got to go to the U.P (Upper Pen-
insula) Conference. They have a pro-
gram where you can adopt a veteran 
for the year. They do everything, from 
taking him or her to the grocery store 
or the doctor to helping him pay his 
bills. I wish every Unit could do this.  
How rewarding would this project be.  
It is a thought for everyone to think 
about.

I got to attend three of our Christ-
mas Gift Shops in Battle Creek, Grand 
Rapids, and Saginaw.  Every one of the 
gift shops did something different for 
the veterans and their families. Thank 
you for allowing me and my family to 
be a part of that.

I have had the pleasure to be able 
to travel around my 4th District units 
to either help solve problems or show 
a unit how to go about running a 
committee. I want to Thank Ms. Kathy 
my parliamentarian for all her help 
this year she has been my right arm 
and left arm. We just went to one of 
my units in the 4th District. We had 
the pleasure of having Madam Pres-
ident Deanna with us. They had 50 
members. 15 members showed up 
for a Unit Meeting. That was the first 
thing that was awesome. Then they 
all worked together solving problems. 
They all talked about what they want-
ed to do. They were trying to help 
the Legionnaires. They ALL talked 
about their issues .TOGETHER like a 
family. They had their first fund rais-
er and made over $1,500. How nice. 
CONGRATULATIONS ladies in Unit 
344! Thank you for asking us to your 
meeting. You are doing a wonderful 
job.   PS: Thank you Ms. Wanda for 
thy yummy dessert!!

 I want to thank all of my ladies in 
the 4th District for allowing me to be 
your President. I have really enjoyed 
myself!!!

Junior Activities
Shylynn Jones, Chairman 

Juniors, it’s that time of year to start 
getting your reports ready. There are 
many awards under the junior activities 
guide.  Remember that there are the 
patch awards on the National American 
Legion Auxiliary page.

But don’t just enter for the awards 
that are offered in the junior guides. 
There are essays you can enter under 
Americanism, History Book, Chaplain’s 
Books and Poppies to name just a few.

Our Junior Convention will be over 
when this goes out, so next month 

watch the paper to find out who your 
2018-2019 officers will be. 

Honorary Junior President Emma is 
still collecting blankets for the homeless 
veterans. May 12 will be a fund raiser 
at Chief Pontiac Unit 377, contact me 
for more information.  Emma has been 
working hard all year to promote her 
special project. I am so proud of her.  
She has shown true leadership skills.

Our Juniors are the future of this 
organization, so get them involved 
and teach them about our programs 
and veterans.  Remember to follow the 
guides.  

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS

The Junior President project this 
year is to get blankets and afghans 

to homeless veterans.  
Do you have any local shelters in 
your town that serves veterans, 
and would like to receive blankets 
and/or afghans from this project?
Please send contact information 
(Name, phone, address, email, 
etc.) to Department as soon as 
possible. 



My trip to the Washington Conference was wonderful.  
Being able to witness the changing of the guard at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier was an experience that was awe-in-
spiring and very moving.  I had the honor of placing our 
detachment’s wreath at the World War II Memorial.  The 
day was rainy, but in no way took away from the occasion.  

It was a great experience to travel with other Detachment Commanders and 
our National Commander to Arlington National Cemetery and the war me-
morials.  

I also attended part of a VA&R meeting with Fred Ruttkofsky.  I want to 
thank Fred and Dave Mennel for their guidance while I was at the conference.  
The speakers I heard were a fantastic wealth of knowledge.  Everyone in that 
room knew why they were there.  Their dedication to the American Legion 
was unquestionable.  There were also Sons in that room, and their dedication 
was also very apparent.

The Detachment Convention in Dundee is rapidly approaching.  Look for 
registration material in this issue.  Remember, blue cappers; this convention is 
for you!  Don’t forget to fill out your Consolidated 
Squadron Reports, Chaplain’s Report, apply for 
the Maurice L. Michael Award, submit a scrap-
book, etc.  Hope to see you there.

Do you have something you would like to share 
with the detachment?  This newsletter is for you. 
Contact our newsletter editor, Sandy Lipman.  Let 
everyone know what the Sons are doing.

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as 
your Commander.

Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter

PROUD POSSESORS OF A PRICELESS HERITAGE                                                                                     April/May 2018    Page 7

Editors: Sandy Lipman

SAL Detachment Commander Comments
An Honor and Privilege NEF And Newsletter Editor Report

Sandy Lipman, Chairman and Editor

Dominic Merlington
SAL Commander

Americanism
Ronald R. Wyatt, 
Americanism Chairman

1st Zone Commander Report
Greg Price, 1st Zone Commander

As we all know, it is that time 
of year. The Consolidated Report 
forms are coming out. Please fill 
them out and send them in. These 
are tools that are used to get the 
word out to let our Legion Fam-
ily know what we are doing for 
our veteran community and our 
youth. These reports go all the way 
to Washington, D.C.  This helps 
to get the word out to everyone 
in our government. We all know 
that we all do things. So let’s get 
the word out so that everyone else 
knows.

Things have been going great 
here in the 1st Zone.  Many of the 
squadrons continue to support a 
number of the American Legion 
programs that help to make their 
post a strong part of the commu-
nity.

     One post has helped to sup-
port the Boy Scout and Cub Scout 
programs.  Another post has asked 
anyone who would like to donate 
their old baseball gloves, baseballs, 
bats, helmets, and cleats to drop 
them off at their post.  They ask 
that the gloves not be torn or need 
repair.  These donations will help 
the Youth Athletic Association in 

their community to help offset the 
cost to play ball.  They believe that 
every child should have the oppor-
tunity to participate in America’s 
past time.

     Isn’t it nice to see those Blue 
Caps join in the parades that are 
held within their communities?  
Some members have passed out 
American flags to the people who 
have lined the streets to have fun. 

     If you have a friend or neigh-
bor who may be eligible to become 
a Legion Family Member, let them 
know that they can be a part of 
your post and enjoy helping others.  

I want to thank everyone who sent in articles and pictures for our 
last newsletter, and I know this is a quick turnaround. However, all of 
the dates and deadlines for our editions have been posted for you to 
see for the last two years, and at every meeting they have been passed 
along to the officers and membership. 

This newsletter is yours and a chance to be seen by every member of 
the Michigan Legion Family and many in other parts of the country. I 
want to once again thank the members of the Upper Peninsula for the 
great work they are doing and the articles that have come to me. But 
where are the rest of you? 

In my travels this year I have seen the vast amount of activities that 
the membership is doing. Are you gentleman not proud of this? You 
must brag about yourselves, and spread the word of who we are and 
what we do. Take pictures; get articles in your local papers; make 
public Service Announcements; and set up websites, Facebook Pages, 
Instagram and even YouTube channels.

If you need help with promoting you can get in touch with me or my 
son Joe who is education and leadership. Please take pride in what you, 
the Sons, and the Legionnaires do. And please brag about it. 

I would also like to thank the South Haven Squadron for their do-
nation to the National Emergency Fund. But these have been few and 
far between. NEF donations are an important part of our organization, 
helping others within the Legion who has been touched by natural 
disasters. 

On A final note, I am considering running for Detachment Chaplain 
and hope you will support me in this endeavor. For God and Country.

The Sons of the 
American Legion 

Detachment of Michigan 
Annual Convention

June 1-3

at the 
Best Western Splash 

Universe Hotel

“This event will blow 
you away”



Son of the Year 
Victor Fisher-- Son Of The Year Chair   
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Greetings from the Son Of The Year Chairperson. I 
am writing to all SAL members. We have an award that 
recognizes a Son for his accomplishments with and for the 
veterans and members of his community.  That award is 
Son Of The Year.  Squadrons can actually nominate two 
Sons each, because we have one award for a Son that is 18 
and over, and a Young Son Award for a Son that is 17 and 
younger.

We all help veterans during the year, so now is the time 
to nominate someone whom you feel is worthy of this 
prestigious award. The details on how to nominate a Son is 
on our website michiganlegion.org. I am challenging every 
district to nominate a worthy Son. Either Son of The Year, 
or Young Son Of The Year, or both.

Please get those nominations to me. It is time to be 
recognized. Do not let opportunity slip by. If you have any 
questions, feel free to email me at victorsal396@sbcglobal.
net. I am here to help you. See you in Dundee at our De-
tachment Convention in June.

SON OF THE YEAR SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 10 
a.m. June 2 at Annual Detachment Convention in Dundee.

Remember Our Troops and Thank a Veteran

Missing In America Project
Greg Price, Chairman

I was recently contacted by the Matthysse Kuiper DeGraaf Fu-
neral Home letting me know that they had the Cremains of two 
World War II Navy veterans, and they wanted to know if I could 
help in assisting to get these veterans interned in Great Lakes 
National Cemetery.

     We, along with the Dearborn Allied War Veterans Council 
helped to assist them in interning other veterans’ cremains in 
2014.  One of those veteran’s name is Russell Shumway.  The fu-
neral home said they also had the cremated remains of his wife 
Alice Shumway, and that she had wished to be buried with him, 
and would it be possible to make that happen as well. 

     After I checked with Great Lakes National Cemetery in 
Holly, Mich., and talked with Phil Smith at a Dearborn Allied 
War Veterans Council meeting, I called the funeral home back 
to let them know that they said she could be buried with her 
husband.  

     I also let them know that the Dearborn Allied War Vet-
erans Council said they would be honored to have the two 
veterans be a part of their Memorial Day Veterans Ceremony 
Special Funeral Procession that will carry the cremated remains 
of the two veterans in a casket on a horse-drawn caisson down 
the Michigan Avenue parade route.  They will also be honored 
to help make Alice Shumway’s wish of being with her husband 
come true.

     Let us continue to help find the cremated remains of those 
Forgotten Veterans who have been sitting on shelves in funeral 
homes for years.

God Bless Our Veterans                                                                                                      
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MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org in-
stead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the 
Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mailings.

Name:______________________________________________

Member ID #: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

State: ____    Zip Code: ________________ 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Annual Convention Official Call on page 18

Post Voting Responsibilities on page 19

Constitution & ByLaw Amendments page 18 & 19
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2018 Department Oratorical Contest
Aaron Siebelink heads to Nationals

GRAND RAPIDS – Four bright high school students from around the great state of Michigan 
gathered at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library February 24 to compete in The American Legion, 
Department of Michigan 2018 Oratorical Contest.   The constitutional speech contest gives students 
an opportunity to learn about the history of our nation’s laws while gaining an understanding of the 
duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges of American citizenship.  

First place went to homeschooled student Aaron Siebelink, giving him a $1,000 award from the 
Department and the opportunity to advance to the National Oratorical Contest in Indianapolis for 
the grand prize of $18,000.  Second place winner was Maria Fields from Grosse Pointe Park, who 
received an $800 award from Department. Xavier Clemons and Elizabeth McHugh tied for 3rd place. 

John Bradford, Department Educational Chairman; Elizabeth L. McHugh, 9th Grade, Boyne City; Aaron 
Siebelink, 11th Grade, Wyoming; Maria Fields, 10th Grade, from Grosse Pointe Park; Xavier Clemons, 11th 
Grade, Detroit; and State Commander Brett Holt

Congratulations 2018 Department Wilson 
Scholarship Recipients

42 High School students applied for the scholarship in 2018.  Each recipient 
will receive $500 towards their college education.

Jordan Kovachevich   Oscoda
Starlyn Higgins    Monroe
Ashley Francis    Milan
Brandon Rogers    Ishpeming
Jana  Ratzloff   Royal Oak

Congratulations 2018 Department Brewer
Scholarship Recipients

41 high school students applied for the 
2018 Brewer Scholarship.  Each recip-
ient will receive a $500 check for their 
college education

Trent Konwinski Pinconning
Alyssa Koetje Kalamazoo
Lawrence  Eiden II Ann Arbor
Ryan  Beatley Columbiaville
Bailey  DeSander Freeland

Summer  Parent Iron River
Kylee  Price  Dowagiac
Jenna  Thompson Kewadin
Gabrielle  Reszke Pinconning
Joel   Lingaur Clare
Victoria  Scott  Cement City
Jacob  Donovan Oxford
Jacob  Chmiel Onondaga
Maci  Bennett Plainwell
Marissa  Carello Ishpeming

Aaron Siebelink and Department Commander Brett 
Holt.

Michigan Past De-
partment Command-
er Gerald Dennis and 
Michigan Department 
Finance Officer Barry 
Wood met with U.S. 
Representative Jus-

tin Amash, and his legislative assistant, Kelly Miller, to 
discuss The American Legion Legislative Issues for the 
115th Congress. We discussed many of the issues listed 
in the Legislative tri-fold. 

Items specifically discussed were the budget covering 
the active military and veterans, the number of deploy-
ments by reserve and Guard personnel, family issues, 
veteran’s homes in Michigan, the ability of Michigan to 
care for its veterans at a much lower cost than the Fed-
eral Government. Therefore, we requested that funds for 
homelessness go directly to the State where the more 
productive use of the money could be implemented. 
Also discussed was the Michigan Veterans Housing As-
sistance Program (MiVHAP) which helps with veteran’s 
homelessness. MiVHAP has run out of money and needs 
to be revitalized with an infusion of funds. This program 
helps to prevent homelessness in Michigan.

Other topics discussed were the full funding of our 
National Defense, support of caregivers of wounded 
veterans, gender-specific healthcare, and the research in 
cannabis as an alternative treatment.

We believe the efforts of presenting The American Le-
gion Legislative Agenda to our federal representatives 
and senators personally help to emphasize the need to 
take care of our military service people, our veterans, 
our veterans’ families and caregivers.

Our Meeting 
with 

Rep. Justin 
Amash
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Scouting News
Be Someone Special
Clyde Sinclair, Scouting Chairman

“There is no higher opportunity for serving our coun-
try than helping youth to carry on in their efforts to 
make themselves physically strong, mentally awake, 
and morally straight.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt
Years ago, back in 1962, I had the privilege of 

attending the first season of camping at the then 
NEW Paul Bunyan Scout Reservation.  I cannot 
begin to explain the overall feeling of excitement 
everyone had.  It was in the air, and in every scout 
and adult Scouter.  This was big stuff.

That year at camp was one of those years you re-
member for life, but one thing stands out above all.

Since the camp was new, few people could tell you 
how to get around to all the areas. But there were 
these “old” guys with the Smokey the Bear hats and 
red jackets that would quickly offer help.  I remem-
ber sitting at our troop’s campfire and watching 
them pass by (they always traveled in pairs) and 
they were always laughing and chuckling. 

When you stopped one on the trail, they always 
had time to show you a rope trick or some other 
skill, and when the evening had come, they would 
visit the troop campfire and tell stories.  As the week 
progressed, I could not help but admire these men.  
As you may have guessed by now, they were com-
missioners. All my life I wanted to be one. I wanted 
to be like them.

Finally, one day after my sons had achieved Eagle 
and were well on their way, I accepted the position 
of Assistant District Commissioner.  It was a posi-
tion that was made for me. I loved it.  Unfortunately, 
I never bought the hat, but I do have a red jacket. 

If you truly care about developing the character of 
young people through the movement called the Boy 
Scouts of America, then you belong on the Com-
missioner Staff.  It doesn’t matter if you have years 
of Scouting service or none at all.  What’s important 
is that you have the heart for service and that you 
are passionate about doing something meaningful 
for youth.  

Commissioning is the service department of 
Scouting.  Unit leaders need to know that they’re 
not alone and that there are caring, knowledgeable 
volunteers willing to help them do the best job they 
can in delivering the Scouting Promise to the youth 
in their units.

Being a good unit commissioner is perhaps the 
most rewarding position in all of Scouting because 
of the legacy created by the good experiences the 
youth in your units have.  When your units suc-
ceed, you succeed.  Nothing else you can do with 
your volunteer time will have such a positive and 

long-lasting impact on the United States of Ameri-
ca.

 Being a Unit Commissioner in the BSA will be 
the most fun and meaningful work that you’ll have 
in any youth program as an adult.
 Characteristics of a Successful Unit Commissioner

 · Be an effective communicator
· Be a good listener
· Be task orientated
· Be enthusiastic
· Have a working knowledge of Scouting
· Have sound judgment
· Fulfill promises
· Set a good Scouting example

I had many great experiences during my term as 
commissioner, helping new leaders and encourag-
ing others, but one of the most memorable experi-
ences occurred in my first 30 days.  

Shortly after becoming a commissioner, I received 
a call informing me that one of the Cub Scout 
Packs I was assigned to was folding.  The leadership 
decided they wanted to leave Scouting.  They were 
going to leave as a group and take the Packs money 
as well.

Faced with the failure of a 68-year-old Cub Scout 
Pack that was instrumental in passing boys up to 
the associated troop, I jumped into high gear.  The 
first thing I did was to contact every member of the 
Pack that I could find, and then I enlisted the aid of 
a former Cubmaster, his wife, and the Charter Or-
ganization Representative. Together we encouraged 
other members of the Pack to continue in the pro-
gram.  Assured of the help of myself and the others, 
they assumed the various leadership positions and 
the Pack flourished.  Today, six years later, the Pack 
has more than 50 Cub Scouts in the program and is 
an example of great scouting programs.

As long as I live, I will probably never have such 
an impact on young people and my country as I did 
by saving this pack.  Hundreds of youth will contin-
ue to experience scouting, and many of them will 
go on to become Boy Scouts.  Of those who contin-
ue, some will become Eagle Scouts, and leaders in 
industry and government.  Nothing offers you the 
chance to impact the lives of so many young adults 
and this nation as Scouting.

I encourage you with all my heart to accept the 
challenge and become a commissioner in the Boy 
Scouts of America.  Be someone special!

Please contact me with any questions, suggestions 
or concerns you may have regarding scouting.  I 
look forward to hearing from you soon.

Michigan and WWI
Base Hospital No. 36 was 

organized in April 1917 at 
the Detroit College of Med-
icine and Surgery (Wayne 
State University Medical 
School) and mobilized at 
Detroit Aug. 23, 1917. The 
unit remained in training 
there for two months and 
sailed from New York on 
the Orduna, Oct. 27, 1917, 

arriving in France on Nov. 11, 1917, and at Vittel, 
France, its permanent station, on Nov.17. It was the 
first 1,000 bed hospital of the American Expedition-
ary Forces, later forming a part of the Vittel-Con-
trexeville hospital center. It occupied 16 hotels and 
villas and had a total bed capacity of 1,650. The first 
patients were received Dec. 8, 1917. During its activ-
ity, Dec.8, 1917, to Jan.14, 1919, the hospital cared 
for 14,114 medical and surgical cases, of which 1,376 
were allied sick and wounded.

On Jan. 14, 1919, all remaining patients were evac-
uated, and the hospital ceased to function. The unit 
sailed from St. Nazaire, France, April 13, 1919, on the 
Rijndam, arriving at Newport News, Virginia, April 
25, 1919, and demobilized at Camp Custer in Michi-
gan on May 4, 1919.
COMMANDING OFFICER

    Lt. Col. Hiram A. Phillips, M. C., April 19, 1917, 
to Sept. 13, 1918.

    Lt. Col. B. R. Shurly, M. C., Sept. 14, 1918, to Jan. 
22, 1919.

    Lt. Col. Henry G. Berry, M. C., Jan. 23, 1919, to 
May 4, 1919.

 “History, Base Hospital No. 36, A. E. F.,” by the 
commanding officer of that hospital. The history is 
on file in the Historical Division, Surgeon Generals 
Office, Washington, D. C.

Are you the decesendant of a 
Michigan World War I 

Service Member?
Do you know the story of their ser-

vice in the Great War?
The WWI Centennial Commission 

of Michigan would like to hear from 
you.

Send a story and pictures to 
Dennis Skupinski 

dennis_skupinski@yahoo.com 
or (734) 358 2099
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American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated 
to providing the very 
best advocacy to Mich-
igan Veterans and their 
families. They can assist 

with Claims Preparation, Pre-
sentation and appeal counsel in 
Veterans’ benefits services. Let 
us asist you and your dependents 
in getting the benefits you have 
earned by your service to your 
country. 

American Legion Veterans Affairs 
and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone 313-964-6640 
Fax 313-964-5697

al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule

Visit us on Facebook at: 
facebook.com/MichiganVAR

Veteran Services News

Gary Easterling
Director

Legionnaires from the Department of Michigan were called 
to Washington, D.C., at the end of February to carry the legis-
lative priorities to our U.S. Representatives and U.S. Senators.  
The Washington Conference is an annual event to maintain our 
strong presence in the halls of power.

State Commander Brett Holt, National Executive Commit-
teeman Ray Moore, and State Adjutant Ron Runyan met with 
Michigan Senators; Legionnaires Barry Wood and Past Depart-
ment Commander Jerry Dennis met with Representative Justin 
Amash. Several other Legionnaires met with their representa-
tives or staff to bring the Legion message to their offices.

More about the Legion legislative priorities can be found at 
legion.org/legislative.  Some of those priorities include support-
ing the VA’s suicide prevention efforts, limiting the outsourcing 
of VA programs, the reclassification of cannabis for medical 
research, and supporting those who care for wounded veterans.  
There are several others.

Veterans serving veterans from Alpena to Washington, D.C. 
Thank you to all of the Legionnaires who went to Washington 
to make their voices heard.

Legionnaires go to Washington, D.C.
Tim Poxson, Department Legislative Chairman

Tribal Veteran Service Officer Begins in U.P.
Gary Easterling, Department Veteran Services Director

The Tribal Veterans Service Officer (TVSO) Program makes 
it easier for Native American Veterans in the Upper Peninsula 
to get help applying for the benefits they have earned. 

Air Force veteran Stacy King, a member of the Sault Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians and native of the Upper Peninsula, recently 
accepted the position as TVSO for The American Legion, De-
partment of Michigan in partnership with The Sault Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians. King will hold hours at all the Sault Tribe 
Health Division facilities (see schedule below), and can be 
reached at s.king@michiganlegion.org or 906-202-4238 (cell) 
or 313-964-6640 (office). 

Native Americans have a high level per capita of participa-
tion in military service, yet apply for and receive fewer veteran 
benefits than any other ethnic group.  Traveling to a VSO in 

the wide span of Upper Michigan can make it a challenge for 
all veterans living in the U.P. to get the help they need.  The 
addition of King as a TVSO brings the total number of VSOs 
available in the U.P. to six.  

All veterans are encouraged to call or visit a VSO so they 
do not face the VA alone.  VSOs will assist you in filing a ser-
vice-related disability claim, make you aware of all the benefits 
available through the many programs available in the U.P., and 
act as a liaison between you and other state, federal, and Tribal 
government services.  

If you have already filed your initial service-related disability 
claim you may save time and travel money by first calling 313-
964-6640.  

TRIBAL VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER SCHEDULE
• Sault Ste. Marie Tribal Health Center  2864 Ashmun    Monday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Escanaba Community Health Center 1401 N. 26th Street, Suite 105  Tuesday  8:30 a.m.-Noon
• Manistique Tribal Community Center 5698W U.S. Highway 2    Tuesday, 1-4:30 p.m.
• Marquette Community Health Center 1229 Washington Street   Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Newberry Community Health Center  4935 Zeez Ba Tik Lane  Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-Noon
• Munising Rural Health Center  at Grand Island Chippewa Community Center 
     622 W. Superior Street Thursday, 1-4:30 p.m.
• Sault Tribal Health & Human Services (St. Ignace) 
    1140 N. State Street, Suite 2805  Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Hessel Community Health Center
    3355 N. 3 Mile Road 5th Friday of the month ONLY    8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
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Membership Report
Carvin “Huey” Chapman, Membership Chairman

4th Zone Report
John P. Brown, Zone Commander

For immediate coverage, enroll online at www.TheLIT.com/No-Cost-LegionCare

The Legionnaire 
Insurance Trust 
Is Celebrating 50 
Years Of Service!

AND
We are now 
offering a 

ONE AND DONE 
solution to our 
No-Cost-To-You 

LegionCare 
Protection 

 And did you know that starting 1/1/2015, anyone 
enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as 
they maintain their membership in the Legion Family – 
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach 
will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years. 
The LegionCare program will continue to cover you for 
$1,000 of AD&D coverage.
 If the accidental loss occurs when on official Legion 
Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D 
coverage.* This has been arranged on your behalf by 
Your Department of The American Legion.
 As soon as your enrollment is received, LegionCare 
will take effect. Your acceptance is guaranteed**, so 
enroll today.

39893       ©2016 AGIA

Endorsed by Your Department  
of The American Legion

•  This coverage is at NO-COST-TO-YOU
•  LegionCare is now available to ALL Legion Family 

members: Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the 
American Legion. 

•  This coverage has been arranged on your behalf 
by Your American Legion Department. 

•  Regardless of Your Age, health or occupation your 
acceptance is GUARANTEED**

The Facts On LegionCare: CELEBRATING

OF SERVICE
TO LEGIONNAIRES AND 

LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS

DEPARTMENT SPONSORED MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS

Complete details of the coverage are contained in accident only Master Policy MZ0933569H0000A/0001A underwritten 
by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company Cedar Rapids, IA. This plan is not available in all states.

*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of The Legion Family, with current year’s dues paid, could be eligible for 
the $5,000 Accidental Death benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from an official function at which they represent 

his/her Post, Squadron, Unit, District, Department, Detachment or National Organization in an official capacity.

AT#1441735

**This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage 
that meets “minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act.

SONS!!!

Reminder:

The Legionnaire In-
surance Trust Benefits 

extend to our 
organization

Sign up at 
www.thelit.com

Hello, to all of the Squadrons in the 4th Zone; Districts 9, 10 
and 19.  I know all of you, along with myself, are cheering on 
spring’s arrival.

Now that the weather is getting better, I hope to attend many of 
the 9th, 10th, and 19th Legion District meetings.  I will try to con-
tact squadron leaders, in the hope, that they can also attend these 
meetings.  In doing this, we can discuss events and questions that 
they may have concerning their respective squadrons.

Remember, squadron commanders, if you have due’s money 
sitting at your squadrons, or members who have not paid 2018 
dues, then please, thank them for their support to your squadron, 
and also for supporting the detachments and national programs.  
Remember a good portion of dues monies stay right with your 
squadron.

I’ve talked about increasing and recruiting new members for 
our squadrons, but most important is to get members active in 
their squadrons.  Many members work and have families who can 
use up most of their time.  If you can, please attend your monthly 
meetings and try to help in your squadrons fundraisers.  The more 
that you can do, then the more your squadron can do to help our 
veterans programs, and also to help out in your local community.  
It’s hard to give time, but it is your time that your squadron needs 
most.

At the end of February, East Tawas Post 211 in the 10th district 
showed a renewed interest in forming a new squadron.  Any sons 
of veterans, who are current Legion members or are eligible to 
be Legion members, then please contact the Legion Post 211 for 
more information on forming a new SAL, or please contact me.

Also, we have some great news from Copemish Post 531 in the 
9th District.  They are currently filing a Charter application to 
form a new SAL detachment.  I am at their disposal and hope to 
have this done by our SAL Convention in June.

As your membership chairman for this 
year in the Detachment of Michigan, I 
am very happy to be working with all the 
squadrons, districts, and zones. Keeping 
our membership updated and current is 
essential for us to stay on top. If you need 
any assistance, don’t hesitate to contact 
me anytime and I will respond ASAP. I 
want to thank everyone from the Blue 
Capper on up for a job well done, but 
there is still more to do. As of March 15 
we are currently at 84.42 perent, and need 
3,700 by May 2 to achieve our 100 per-
cent goal. I know that we can do this with 
ease!!

Here are a few tips to help push us over 
the top.  Make personal phone calls, not 
to ask for membership first, but to ask 
how they are doing.  Maybe something 
has happened and they need help, or they 
just forgot.

When you talk to them, brag about all 
the things your squadron is doing and 
how important their membership means 
to make those things happen. 

Remember to make connections 
throughout the year with a newsletter.  
Have you celebrated continuous years 
yet?   These are great ways to take a 
picture and share with everyone in the 
squadron to say “good job.”

Use the opportunity when you are 
communicating with them about the 
many programs the SAL and the Legion 
offer if they have high school students.  
Money for college is always a great topic 
to discuss.

Lastly, as sons of veterans lets make 
sure our veteran has spoken to an accred-
ited Veteran Service Officer to ensure 
they are receiving the benefits they have 
earned.

I would like to congratulate Com-
mander Dominic for a job well done; 
time sure does fly. Next year I will be 
running for Alternate NEC. I am hoping 
once again you will give me your sup-
port. Hope to see everyone in Dundee 
for your SAL convention on June 3-5.              
Yours in God and Country.

American Legion Department of Michigan
Annual Legacy Run

June 22-23
Starts in Battle Creek
See page 9 for details

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Whether you need the go-anywhere protection of GoSafe* or the 
peace of mind o
 ered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.

Special o� er for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

Prepared 
and con� dent

Choose the medical alert service that has 
saved more lives than any other

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For new 
customers only. Not to be combined with any other o� er and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.
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Child Welfare Foundation
John A. Kailunas

Two Proposed Consitutional Amendments Pillar 4: Children and 
Youth
Greg PriceThese Two (2) - Proposed Constitution Changes will be voted on at our 2018 Detachment Convention that 

will be held in Dundee on June 1-3. 

Sons of The American Legion

Detachment of Michigan

AMENDMENT: 01-2018-G         February 18, 2018

Submitted by: Constitution and By-Laws Committee

Proposed change to the Detachment Constitution, Article VI, Section 11, which now reads:

“The newly elected Detachment Commander shall appoint the following non-voting Detachment Officers: Ad-
jutant, Assistant Adjutant, Judge Advocate and Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms. The Adjutant, Assistant Adjutant and 
Judge Advocate must receive an official call to all meetings. The Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms will receive an official 
call only in the absence of the Sergeant-at-Arms.”

To be amended by adding words “Service Officer”

So that when amended, Article VI, Section 11, shall read:

“The newly elected Detachment Commander shall appoint the following non-voting Detachment Officers: Adju-
tant, Assistant Adjutant, Judge Advocate, Service Officer and Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms. The Adjutant, Assistant 
Adjutant, Judge Advocate, and Service Officer must receive an official call to all meetings. The Assistant Sergeant-at-
Arms will receive an official call only in the absence of the Sergeant-at-Arms.”

Sons of The American Legion

Detachment of Michigan

AMENDMENT: 02-2018-G         February 18, 2018

Submitted by: Constitution and By-Laws Committee

Proposed change to the Detachment Constitution, Article VIII, adding Section 7, shall read:

“The American Legion Sponsoring Post must have the Post Finance Officer on all Squadron Bank Accounts as a 
Signatory, Post Finance Officer will able be to get all banking paperwork in order to do Taxes.”

Did you know that in 1938, April 
was formally designated as Chil-
dren & Youth Month, and that has 
continued on an annual basis? The 
American Legion has remained 
committed to the health and wel-
fare of our nation’s veterans and 
their families. In many instances, 
the Legion has been the driving 
force on behalf of children on the 
federal, state and local levels.

Born out of this desire to serve, 
the Committee on Children & 
Youth established the Temporary 
Financial Assistance (TFA) pro-
gram in 1925 as a way to provide 
direct aid to veterans’ minor chil-
dren. 

TFA grants help families in need 
maintain basic needs, including 
shelter, utilities, clothing, food and 
medical care, providing a more 
stable situation for children.

Through the American Legion 
Endowment Fund, TFA distributes 
more than a half-million dollars 
every year to assist thousands of 
children across the country. The 
TFA program would be unable to 
continue without the support of 
the American Legion Endowment 
Fund.

Our detachment makes a do-
nation to the Endowment Fund 
every year, and the amount of that 
donation depends largely on the 
amount of money our squadrons 
contribute.

“We’ve Got a Long Way to Go, and a Short Time to Get There”

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation award year concludes at the end of May. A banner 
is awarded to each squadron that has a one dollar contribution from each of its members (based on 
official membership as of June 2017). Contributions received by National after May 31 will be applied 
to the 2019 campaign. 

Let’s push now for the last dash for funds before convention. After you reach your goal of $1 per 
member and submit squadron donations, fill out the Banner Request Form found at  cwf-inc.org.  Ban-
ner Request Forms must be received by July 1. 

Last year $618,606 was awarded to 20 nonprofit groups by the CWF Board of Directors. 

SAL Detachment of Michigan 
CWF Contribution Goal   
Our goal $26,565  100%
We are at $3,089    11.6% 
$0.13 per capita.                                                               
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Chaplain’s Corner
Mary Dubay, Department Chaplain  

3rd District Update
Barbara Miller/3rd District President

April is Children and Youth Month
Mary Tyler, Children and Youth Chairman

During the month of 
April, please wear Purple 
to show your support for 
our Children and Youth.   I 
thank you in advance.

Now you need to re-
member that it’s time for 
reports.   For the units your 
reports were due to the Dis-
trict Chairman no later than 
March 31.  The District Re-

ports are due to the Depart-
ment Chairman by April 15.  
If you are applying for any 
awards, please make sure 
you follow the direction 
set in the guides.   District 
Chairmen, please make sure 
that you use and send the 
Green sheet.  I can’t wait to 
read what you all have done 
this year.   Michigan has 

great ladies and they work 
hard for our children.  

I have a new address. 
District Chairman, please 
send your reports to 

Mary Tyler 
Children and Youth Chairman
17259 Pringle St.
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Spring is just around the corner, flowers will 
soon be blooming, and hopefully we will see the 
last of the snow that Mother Nature seems to want 
to keep blessing us with.  We will write our reports 
about all that we have done this past year as we 
worked in our Units, Districts, and Communities 
as American Legion Auxiliary members and prac-
ticed our motto, “Service, not Self.”  

On Mother’s Day we will honor our mothers, 
thank them for all that they have done for us and 
the sacrifices that many of our mothers made for 
us over the years.  “Service, not Self.”

And on Memorial Day, we are honored to re-
member the many brave men and women who 
have given their lives throughout the history of 
our great nation—those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to protect us from harm. “Service, not 
Self.”

Carl Sandberg once said that “Valor is a gift,” 
and “Those having it never know for sure wheth-
er they have it until the test comes.” Those that 

we will remember on Memorial Day passed life’s 
ultimate test.  In doing so, they became a living 
symbol of extraordinary faith, courage, and self-
lessness.

We have a responsibility to teach our children 
about the great events and great sacrifices in our 
history, for they are our future.  They need to know 
and understand what selfless service on behalf of 
others can accomplish.  “Service, not Self.”

Prayer:  Almighty God and Father, look with 
love upon our men and women in uniform and 
protect them in their time of need.  Give them 
health and stability and allow them to return to 
their loved ones whole and unshaken.  Be with 
their families and sustain them in these uncertain 
times.  Grant strength and peace of mind to the 
Veterans who have given their best for the country 
they love.  Support them in infirmity and in fragil-
ity of old age. Teach us to remember the sacrifices 
of those whose efforts contribute to ensuring our 
way of life.  We ask this in your name, Amen. 

Ladies, let’s get going!  The year is almost over, and we need more members.  Those of you that are 
at 100 percent thank you and keep up that good work.  Michigan would love to be at 100 percent.  Sign 
up your family and friends.  When signing up a new member, if your unit votes on them, remember 
that you are not voting on the new member but rather on their eligibility.  If they are connected to an 
honorably discharged veteran or an active duty veteran, then they are eligible to join our organiza-
tion.  

Why do we want more members, you might ask?  Firs,t the more members we have the more 
strength we have when going to our congress, senate, or President to get bills passed to help our 
veterans.  The dues they pay also helps us support our programs.   So let’s sign them up, and be kind.  
Remember we want to have members that want to stay and work our programs.  Many hands make 
light work. 

As we move forward, let’s leave rumors, gossip and hurtful words at the door. We are all adults. 
Membership is not just one person it is all of us. Remember in the preamble it states, “there is no rank 
among us”.  So we are all equal and deserve to be treated with respect.

Please remember to pay your mandatory dues if you have not done so yet.  Sign up for ALAMIS.  It 
is a wonderful tool to use for your membership chairman. 

 Remember to read your guides and enter in for as many contests as possible. You can’t win if you 
don’t enter.   I hope to see all the units and district at 100 percent by Department Convention, so let’s 
sign them up. 

Membership
Darlene Jones, Department Membership Chairman  

 Our 3rd District is having a wonderful year.  
From Reading, where many backpacks were do-
nated to schools in the fall, to Grand Ledge where 
several students were honored for their atten-
dance at Girls State, Boys State, and the Student 
Trooper program, many good things are taking 
place within our units. 

We are actively working with a new unit, the 
SSG. Michael A. Dickinson II Unit 257. There are 
currently 14 members and they are very excit-
ed, as are we, to begin the Charter process.  All 
of their paperwork is in and it is hoped that they 
will have their charter by the end of this Auxiliary 
year. They are eager to get started and are learning 
everything there is to know about the organiza-
tion. 

Our District also had their Memorial Service.  
It was an honor to be a part of this very moving 
ceremony.  Hearing the  names of both the living 
Past Presidents and Commanders, as well as those 
that are no longer with us brought back memories.  
Some of them are names we know, but others are 
names that we hear so often but people we never 
had the oppo0rtunity to meet.  Doing the memo-
rial Service helps bring the past to life for all of us.  

I am looking forward to scheduled visits with 
our units.  There is always so much to learn. 

Kimberly Champion Endorsed 

At regularly scheduled meeting of the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary 18th District, we voted to join 
Chief Pontiac Unit 377 and endorse Kimberly Cham-
pion for Department Historian for the year 2018-19.

Kimberly is a dedicated, active Auxiliary mem-
ber who joined under her deceased father, a World 
War II veteran.  She is committed to serving the veter-
ans and their families and has shown her loyalty over 
a 38 year period of unselfish giving.  It is our honor 
and duty to ask for your support of Kimberly Cham-
pion for the office of Department Historian 2018-19.

Kimberly has held every office in the unit lev-
el, and serving President, Girl State Chairman, 
Junior Chairman, Americanism Chairman, Past 
Presidents Parley, and Membership Chairman.

Kimberly also served the 18th District and 
has held every office.  She served as 18th District 
President, Parliamentarian, Girls State Chair-
man, Junior Chairman, Past Presidents Parley, 
Poppy Chairman and Membership Chairman.

At the Department level, Kimberly has served 
on many levels including Finance Poppy, Parliamen-
tarian, Membership Resolutions, and Juniors.  She 
is always willing to help anyone who asks for help.

Kimberly also served on the National Strategic 
Planning Committee.  On a personal level, she has a 
very successful career at Havenwyck Hospital as the 
Director, Medical Staff Services.  She also helps with 
ten Josh Foundation.  She has two daughters who 
are both active members in the American Legion 
Auxiliary, and a Goddaughter and Granddaughter.

for 2018-19 Historian
Darlene Jones, Department Membership Chairman  
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POPPY REPORT
Miranda Jones, Poppy Chairman

I am so excited!  The American Legion 
Auxiliary Poppy Program helps our veterans 
in two ways.  Those who make the poppies as 
part of their therapeutic rehabilitation re-gain 
new movement and skills, and the disabled 
and hospitalized veterans benefit from the 
donations collected. T

Convention is right around the corner and 
I am hoping to have a lot of poppy posters, 
corsages, unique displays and center pieces to 
judge.  Remember, this year if you are 18 and 
over you may enter the Poppy Poster Contest. 
I would love to see the talent Michigan has.  

Younger SAL members, remember that 
you are eligible for the patch program. I would 
love to receive a lot of patch program forms 
from our Junior members and younger SAL 
members.  Just go to the National Web Site 
and print the forms for your age group and fill 
them out.  www.alaforveterans.org 

Senior and Junior Miss Poppy books and 
Poppy Posters,

UNIT ENTRIES MUST BE SENT TO 
THE DISTRICT CHAIRMAN BY MARCH 
31. 

THE DISTRICT CHAIRMAN MUST 
SEND THE WINNING ENTRIES, ACCOM-
PANIED BY THE GREEN SLIP. 

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED 
NO LATER THAN APRIL 15. 

LEARN ABOUT POPPIES & HOW TO 
MAKE THEM

Join us at the
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans
3000 Monroe NW, Grand Rapids

Saturday, May 5
10 a.m. in the All Purpose Room

Veterans will demonstrate how poppies are made 
and give you an opportunity to do some hands-on 

assembly of your own.
All Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and their Family & 

friends are welcome to attend & learn about the 
Poppy Story!! 

RSVP is appreciated for planning purposes.
Refreshments will be served.

(Program will last approximately one hour.)
 Poppies are the symbol that “We Remember”

NATIONAL SECURITY
Georgia Downs, Chairman

Central Division NS would to share some in-
formation from Washington DC. 1.) The American 
Legion is supporting Bill S.2379 (Military Spouse 
Employment Act of 2018.) This act is when Military 
employment cost a spouse their job! We are asked to 
share this with our Department and support the bill. 
2.) Help stop the discussion against veterans with 
service dogs. 3,) Opposing VA privatization … The 
American Legion is adamantly speaking against pro-
posals that may move VA health system in that direc-
tion of privatized care. One Senator stated regarding 
individuals or organizations that hoping to privatize 
the department of Veterans Affairs….” Don’t expect it 
to happen without a fight.” 

Our American Legion Family has a variety of 
programs which fall within the scope of National 
Security. Central Division NS previously inquired if 
our Department had any Military Family Assistance 
Programs in place to help our veterans that return 
with some financial assistance.  I would like to pay 
tribute to our programs “Serving Those Who Serve 
Our Country.” 

Our Military Families have support during the 
deployment process and when they return home. The 
American Legion Department of Michigan, Recon-
nect Committee provides support and Reintegration 
Assistance for our veterans and returning service 
members. Including VA Claims Assistance; Em-
ployment Education; General Quality of Life; Yellow 
Ribbon Workshops. Families may need Temporary 
Financial Assistance with preventing Utility Shut Off, 
Evictions and Medical Expenses, etc... Wounded and 
Returning Warrior Program provides Family Re-
treats; Group PTSD Retreats; Community Awareness 
Presentations; Adaptive Sports; Home Modifications. 
The Patriot Endowment Fund: provides emergen-
cy financial assistance to our Veterans and Military 
Families of all eras when they do not qualify for any 
other assistance option. The Patriot Fund is a way to 

help these families and any others of any era failing to 
qualify for other existing programs. In doing so, we 
became the first organization assisting peace time vet-
erans with temporary unforeseen financial hardships. 
Elmobility Room: The Reconnect Committee received 
one of five Sesame Street Rooms being offered to the 
American Legion from Sesame Workshops in New 
York. They developed and piloted a mobile version 
and called it the Elmobility Room playing off Elmo 
and the Mobility missions of the National Guard; it 
travels around the state providing a much-needed 
asset for our Military Families during their meetings, 
deployment briefings and family events. The Elmobilty 
Room is funded by the Dept. of Michigan Reconnect 
Committee and is completely cost free to the units and 
all missions are staffed by Legion Family volunteers.  
Elmo loves our Military Families.

Doing the right things for the right reasons at 
the right times has earned the American Legion and 
the Dept. of Michigan Reconnect Committee a solid 
reputation as the ‘Go To’ organization when a veteran 
or military family is in need. This past year the com-
mittee alone raised well over $100,000.00 to provide 
emergency need assistance bringing the total raised to 
well over $350,000.00 with 423 Military Families hav-
ing been assisted since founding the Patriot Fund and 
the Michigan Wounded and Returning Warrior Pro-
gram eight years ago. Reference information provided 
by Gary Tanner, Reconnect Committee Chairman, 
The American Legion Department of Michigan. 

Our American Legion Auxiliary reaches out to 
our military families and veterans by supporting 
additional programs such as: The Freedom Center, the 
Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove, the Veterans Per-
forming Arts Program, Women Veterans, Michigan 
Wounded and Returning Warriors. There are many 
more programs to participate in within the scope of 
National Security. I have truly enjoyed my year as your 
National Security chairman. Service for our Veterans.

Year-end reporting is fast approaching.  Please be 
mindful of deadline dates. Reports turned in late 
could result in lost volunteer hours. When reporting, 
do not be afraid to “TOOT” your own horn. Attach 
photos and a narrative to your reports.

Follow the guidelines in your Unit Guide when 
submitting essays, prayer books, etc. for Department 
awards. District 2 is offering a one-time $100 cash 
prize to the Unit with the best narrative for the Judy 
Gregory Culture of Good Will Award. This Leader-
ship Program Unit Award recognizes a Unit which 
had adopted a protocol, which nurtures a spirit of 
goodwill among its members.

What nurtures a culture of goodwill?  Below are 
some of the things you may be doing, and you could 
discuss in your narrative:

 • Invite new members to participate in meetings 
and events.

 • Always greet new members, and offer a new 
member packet.

 • Provide unit officers/board of directors contact 
information.

 • Unit leaders should encourage members to work 
their issues out directly with the parties involved 
rather than attempting to fix the situation by inter-
vening.

 • Listen to what members have to say and thank 
them for their ideas.

 • Be open, rather than critical, of the ideas of 
others.

 • Assist in positive solutions to conflicts by focus-
ing on the desired outcome.

 • Give praise and recognition when members go 
above and beyond.

    REMINDER: Units submit reports to District. 
District submit reports to Department; Department 
submits reports to National.  If you have questions 
regarding Unit committee reports, contact your Dis-
trict Committee Chairman.

Leadership Report
Julie Becker, Leadership Chairman



Michiganlegion.org | April/May 2018| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE 17

Michigan American Legion Boys State
The Time for Signing Up Boys is Now
Jerry Kelley, Chairman

10 Things to Remember When Planning a 
Funeral or Memorial Service
By Dignity Memorial

We are well on our way to having an 
exciting and outstanding year at Boys 
State. The Boys State staff needs all posts 
and squadrons to make sure that every 
young man that wants to attend Boys State 
has the opportunity. 

Please reach out to the schools in your 
community to get the word out about the 
number-one leadership program in Mich-
igan and the nation. The Boys State Com-
mittee members and district Boys State 
chairs are ready, willing, and able to help 
your post and squadron be successful in 
finding an 11th-grader to attend. If you 
have money to send a young man but no 
young man, please let me know and we 
will find one.  If you have a young man 

and no money, let me 
know, as well, and we 
will find the funding. 

Thank you to everyone who has been 
helping and supporting Michigan Boys 
State this year. Now is the time to make 
sure your post and squadron is sponsor-
ing a young man to Boys State. They will 
return to your community as a leader and 
knowledgeable citizen.

We are still in need of Quiz Bowl equip-
ment for our Quiz Bowl Tournament. If 
you have equipment to loan, donate or 
would like to purchase for us, please let us 
know.

 WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE    
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION 

WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR 
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE 

MEAL TOGETHER 

      
CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION  

TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM             (248) 804-8493 

Making funeral or cremation plans isn’t something people do every day. 
Researching options and benefits is an important step in the planning process. 
Consider the following when making final arrangements in advance or at the 
time of need.

1. Make your plans in advance. By making your arrangements in ad-
vance, you can plan a service or memorial that truly reflects your special life. 
You’ll also have peace of mind knowing your loved ones won’t have to sec-
ond-guess what you would have wanted or make stressful decisions during a 
difficult time.

2. Be informed about your options. Prearranging allows you to calmly 
and thoughtfully consider what is important to you and your family. Look for 
a provider that offers several funeral and cremation options and will help you 
plan every detail of a memorable tribute.

3. Include personal touches. There are endless possibilities when plan-
ning a funeral or memorial service. Yours can include special touches to reflect 
your personality and passions.

4. Record your wishes. Many people think they have taken care of every-
thing by writing a will or establishing a living will, but the funeral or crema-
tion service must still be planned and paid for. Record your wishes in writing 
and share them with your family members and your attorney.

5. Don’t be afraid to ask about price. The funeral home you choose is 
required by law to provide you with a clear, itemized list of prices for mer-
chandise and services offered. They should listen and address your concerns 
and work within your budget. Offering various packages allows you to select 
arrangements at the right price and best value.

6.     Consider the funeral home’s reputation. It’s important to know that 
all funeral homes are the same. Selecting a funeral home with a good reputa-
tion within your local community is a good place to start and offers peace of 
mind knowing your wishes will be met.

7. Visit the funeral home and meet the staff. It’s important that you tour 
the facility and meet with the people who will be making your or your loved 
one’s arrangements so that you’ll feel more comfortable and secure in your 
decisions.

8. Request information about guarantees. A funeral is a series of small 
events, each carefully planned. The funeral home you choose should carry out 
every detail so that a family can focus on what’s most important—honoring 
the life of their loved one. Be sure to request information about funeral or 
cremation plan guarantees.

9. If you choose cremation, understand your options. The funeral home 
you choose should offer a range of cremation service options and memorial 
products and should explain the cremation process so that you understand all 
the steps and costs involved.

10.  Ask about ongoing support. When selecting a funeral home, ask 
about the services they provide after the funeral. Many offer accesses to grief 
counselors and support groups, remembrance services, follow-up visitations, 
literary resources and more.

2018 NATIONAL CONVENTION RESERVATION FORM 
AUGUST 24 – 30, 2018 

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis 
1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis MN 55403 

 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________   Cell ________________________ 

Rooms (Quantity):   King _______   Double _______  Handicapped _______ 

Arrival Date __________________ Time ___________                  Departure Date ___________ 

Rooms are $155.36 per night (tax included). The first night’s room deposit needs to be included with this form. 
More than 2 people in a room is an additional $20/day. Self parking is $19 per day & valet parking is $38 per 
day. 

Last Name First Name Cell  Phone Affiliation 
(Legion, Aux, SAL) 

    

    

    

    

 

Special Room Request: __________________________________________________________________ 

Registration fees are $25 for Legion members only;    others pay directly to SAL & Aux  

Michigan Party: Tickets are $30 each, Saturday 8-25-18 at Post 1 

National Commander’s Banquet: Tickets are $48 each, Tuesday 8-28-2018 special performance by Three Dog Night 

Enclose check or credit card information for: 

 First Room night  $155.36 X  # Rooms ______ $ __________ 

 # Registrations (Legion only) $25 each X #Badges ______ $ __________ 

 # of Michigan Party tickets $30.00 each X #Tickets ______  $ __________ 

 # of National Banquet tickets $48.00 each X # Tickets ______ $ __________ 

        TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ___________ 

VISA/MC  CC# _______________________________________________________  EXP DATE _________ 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT DEPARTMENT BY JULY 20, 2018 Attn: KIM 

No refunds after 7.20.2018 
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The Only Written Call
Official Call to the 100th Annual State Convention
American Legion, Department of Michigan
June 21-24, 2018
Radisson Hotel
Kalamazoo, Michigan
Purpose: To receive Department Officers’ annual reports, consider Department Constitution and By-Laws amendments, elect Department Officers 
and conduct any other business brought to the convention. Only the committees and chairpersons listed below are called to officially participate in
the Convention.

Registration: Registration fee of $15 will be charged to all delegates, alternates and guests.

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Thursday, June 21 at 4 p.m.

Opening Session: Friday, June 22 at 3 p.m.

Subsequent Convention Sessions: Saturday, June 23 at 9 a.m. & Sunday, June 24 at 10 a.m.

CALLED Standing Committee Meetings: Thursday, June 21 (TBA – see schedule at www.michiganlegion.org)
• Finance/Personnel • Children & Youth • Legislative • Membership • Permanent Time and Place • Americanism • Veterans Employment & Educa-
tion • Media & Communications • Reconnect • VAVS/VHVS • Internal Affairs • Post Development • VA&R

CALLED Committee Chairmen ONLY: • Baseball • Boys State • Education & Scholarship • Leadership College 
• National Security & Foreign Relations

Convention Committee Meetings: Friday, June 22 at 8:30–9:45 a.m.

Convention Committees are comprised of one person per district. Each Delegation Chairman will name the members to serve on the Conven-

tion Committees and certify that list to the Department Adjutant.

Americanism & Community Service (includes Education & Scholarship, Boys State, Law and Order, Scouting) – Children & Youth, Constitution & 

Bylaws, Credentials, Veterans Employment & Education, Finance, Legislative, Membership, National Security & Foreign Relations, Post Develop-

ment, Media & Communications, Reconnect, Rules, Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation and VAVS/VHVS

District Caucuses: Friday, June 22 at 10-11 a.m.

Zone Caucuses: Friday, June 22 at11 a.m. – noon.

Joint Memorial Service: Sunday, June 24 at 8 a.m.

Elections & Adjournment: Sunday, June 24 at 10 a.m.

The new 2018-2019 Department Executive Committee and the 2018 National Convention Delegates and Alternates will meet upon Convention adjourn-

ment.   **** Times subject to change****

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS CHANGE

AMENDMENT 1 – Submitted by the Department Executive Committee

A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws, Article VII, 
Section 1, subsection e, paragraph 1, which now reads:

The Finance Officer shall be the custodian of the funds of the Depart-
ment.  He shall pay out money only on vouchers properly signed by the 
Department Commander and Department Adjutant, and only for such 
purposes as shall have been duly authorized.  He shall keep a full and 
complete record of all transactions, including receipts and disbursements, 
and shall exhibit all records when requested to do so by any Department 
Officer or member of the Executive Committee or Finance/Personnel 

Committee.

To be amended so that Article VII, Section 1, subsection e, paragraph 1, 
shall read:

The Finance Officer shall be the custodian of the funds of the Depart-
ment.  He shall pay out money only on vouchers properly signed by him-
self, or the Department Adjutant, or Finance Chairman, and only for such 
purposes as shall have been duly authorized.  He shall keep a full and 
complete record of all transactions, including receipts and disbursements, 
and shall exhibit all records when requested to do so by any Department 
Officer or member of the Executive Committee or Finance/Personnel 
Committee.
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Post Voting Requirements
By Ron Runyan, State Adjutant

Non-compliance with the 10-day delegate/al-
ternate information requirement below will negate a 
post’s vote at Department Convention.

VOTING STRENGTH IS DETERMINED BY 
MEMBERSHIP TOTALS AS OF MAY 25, 2017 (last 
year’s membership number).

10 Day’s Prior to the Opening of Department 
Convention

Each Post Adjutant must send the completed Post 
Delegate Form, which will be mailed to each Post Ad-
jutant’s home address in May, into Department Head-
quarters by 5 p.m., Tuesday, June 12.  The form must 
include each person’s membership card number, full 
name, mailing address, and be signed by either the 
Post Commander or Adjutant.  Forms can be mailed, 
faxed to 517-371-2401, attn: Deanna Clark, or emailed 
to her attention at this email address only: member-
ship@michiganlegion.org.  A form will not be accept-
ed if it lacks the Post Commander or Adjutant Signa-
ture.
Representation – Article V, Section 1 (c). Delegates 

Representation in the annual Convention shall 
be by Delegates and Alternates, duly elected by Posts 
of the Department and, in addition thereto, the Past 
Department Commanders and the members of the 
Department Executive Committee, with the excep-
tion of the Department Adjutant. Each of the above 
Delegates shall be entitled to one vote. Each Post hav-
ing 15 or more paid up members at the Department 
Headquarters 30 days prior to the opening date of the 

PRECEDING year’s Convention shall have represen-
tation at the annual Convention on the basis of one 
Delegate for such Post, who shall be the newly elected 
Commander and one additional Delegate for each 50 
members  or major fraction thereof. Each Post rep-
resented at the Department Convention is entitled to 
cast the voting strength of its Post, provided all annual 
dues and debts to the District of which it is a part and 
the Department are paid. 

Delegates – Article IV, Section 4 (j). In addition 
to the newly elected Post Commander, each Post shall 
select one Delegate for each 50 paid-up members, or 
major fraction thereof, to represent such Post at the 
annual Convention. Each Post shall select an alternate 
for each Delegate chosen. The Delegates and Alter-
nates shall be chosen by each Post from among its own 
members in good standing. The names of all Delegates 
and Alternates shall be certified to the Department 
Adjutant at least 10 days before the opening date of 
the annual Convention.

Delegate Determination formula Example:
0-14 members …... 0 delegates
15-49 members …... 1 delegate (Newly elected 
Post Commander)
50-99 members ….   2 delegates (Post Command-
er plus 1 for each 50 members)
100-149 members… 3 delegates
150-199 members.. 4 delegates
200-249 members.. 5 delegates
250-299 members.. 6 delegates
300-349 members.. 7 delegates
350-399 members.. 8 delegates
Total members _________ divided by 50 equals 

______(round number down) plus 1 for post com-
mander (only if the post has at least 15 members) 
equals total delegate count

Example:  Total members 235 divided by 50 = 4.7 
(round down) 4 delegates plus 1 delegate for the newly 
elected Post Commander equals 5 total delegates for 
convention.

Credentials – Delegates will receive an identifi-
cation badge upon registering with the Convention 
Corporation on-site. If an alternate permanently re-
places the delegate, credential badge can be provided 
at Department Headquarters and the name added to 
the list. 

Election of Vice Commanders – Article VI, 
Section 3 (a) - Elective Department Officers shall be 
chosen annually at the Department Convention by a 
roll call vote of the Districts of the Department, with 
the exception of five Vice-Commanders, who shall be 
chosen at the “Zone” Caucuses by the Districts making 
up the “Zone” which that individual Vice Commander 
is to represent. Each Vice Commander so chosen must 
be and shall remain a member of a Post within his re-
spective Zone.

Election of District Commanders – Articles V. 
Section 3 (c) - Each District shall elect its District 
Commander by vote of the Delegates representing 
Posts in the said District in attendance at the Annu-
al Department Convention and prior to the adjourn-
ment thereof or else at a regular District Meeting to be 
held not less than fifteen (15) days nor more than sixty 
(60) days prior to the Annual Department Conven-
tion. Alternates shall be chosen at the same time and 
place as the District Commanders.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS CHANGE

AMENDMENT 2 – Submitted by the Department Executive Committee
A proposed change to the State Constitution and By-Laws, Article IV, Section 1, 
subsection f, which now reads:

The following permanent Department Committees and Subcommittees are here-
by authorized:
 Americanism and Community Service
  Subcommittee:  Law & Order
  Subcommittee:  Scouting
 American Legion Baseball
 American Legion Boys State
 Children and Youth
 Education and Scholarship
 Finance/Personnel
 Internal Affairs
  Subcommittee:  Constitution and By-laws
 Legislative
 Media & Communications
 Membership
 Michigan Leadership College
 National Security and Foreign Relations
  Subcommittee:  Blood, Eye and Vital Organ Bank
  Subcommittee:  POW/MIA
 Permanent Time and Place/Resolutions Assignment
 Post Development
 Reconnect
 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
  Subcommittee:  VAVS/VHVS
 Veterans Employment & Education

To be amended so that Article IV, Section 1, subsection f, shall read:

The amendment removes the Michigan Leadership Committee

The following permanent Department Committees and Subcommittees are here-
by authorized:
 
Americanism and Community Service
  Subcommittee:  Law & Order
  Subcommittee:  Scouting
 American Legion Baseball
 American Legion Boys State
 Children and Youth
 Education and Scholarship
 Finance/Personnel
 Internal Affairs
  Subcommittee:  Constitution and By-laws
 Legislative
 Media & Communications
 Membership
 National Security and Foreign Relations
  Subcommittee:  Blood, Eye and Vital Organ Bank
  Subcommittee:  POW/MIA
 Permanent Time and Place/Resolutions Assignment
 Post Development
 Reconnect
 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
  Subcommittee:  VAVS/VHVS
 Veterans Employment & Education



Around the 
State...
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Michigan Centennial Coin Order Form

YES! I want to order the Michigan Centennial Coin!

Please send me  ______  at $15 each to the following address:

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City: _____________________  St: _____  Zip: ________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check/money order for qty: __________ x $15 each

      Total: ____________

Make check out to American Legion Department of Michigan. 
Send check or money order to 

Michigan American Legion 
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI 48915

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.  Price includes shipping/handling/taxes
visit www.michiganlegion.org to order online through PayPal

Call Mark Sutton at 517.371.4720 ext 16 for questions

American Legion Frank Wendland Post 253 of Royal Oak donated 
$500 to help support the Freedom Centers at Metro Airport. The 
centers are a welcoming in/going out area (reminiscent of USOs) 
for Military service members, as well as Veterans. Clockwise from 
lower left - John Wendland, Ron Mexicott, Rich Luterman, Tim 
Wirkus, Roger Churchill, Ed Burkhardt, Jack Dawson, and Frank 
Roche.

Students at Barnes Elementary School show off their dictionaries 
from Legionnaire members of Flat Rock Post 337.  This is the 2nd 
year the Post has distributed dictionaries to 3rd graders.  A class 
from St. Joseph’s Catholic School in neighboring Trenton received 
them this year, as well.  Legionnaires present were Bob Shrader, 
Larry Daihling, Commander Jim Joslin, Jim Gonzales, Dan Whis-
tler, and Adjutant Bill Clark. 


