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"THis 1s WHAT THE AMERICAN LEGION Is ABoUT'

National Commander Denise Rohan Visits Michigan

Steve Brooks
American Legion

Homeless for years, U.S. Navy veteran Jo-
seph Robertson now is living at the Detroit
Veterans Center, a transitional housing facili-
ty for homeless veterans run by the Michigan
Veterans Foundation (MVE).

He and 34 of the facility's residents recent-
ly were shown they are not forgotten. The
group was among the guests at American Le-
gion Post 200’s 48th Annual Veterans Thanks-
giving Dinner on Now. 19 at the post’s home in
Taylor, Mich.

Being invited to the post made a powerful
impact on Robertson. “It means a lot for a vet-
eran that was homeless for five years on the
street,” he said. “To come here to The American
Legion and have a home-cooked meal - espe-
cially when you don't have too much family -
it's really special.”

The residents at the Detroit Veterans Cen-
ter joined 45 residents from the John D. Ding-
ell VA Medical Center in Detroit at the dinner.
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Legion family members, state Legion leader-
ship and National Commander Denise Rohan
also were in attendance, bringing the total to
well over 200 guests.

Rohan, who has made “Family First” her
motto, praised Post 200’s Legion family for
providing the meal for what has been decades
- and picking the kickoff of National Family
Week as the day of the dinner.

“Here we are in the middle of National Fam-
ily Week,” Rohan said. “What better way (to cel-
ebrate it) than to open the Legion home up to
the community and invite veterans in and see
what we do inside our post walls? And to give
the opportunity to people to have a nice hot
meal — and not only that, but have the time to
talk to each other — what a great opportunity
for veterans and their families to come togeth-
er.

“The fact they've been doing this for this
long says amazing things about their volun-
teers. It says a lot. And the fact the communi-
ty is here and invited ... it just shows that (the
post is) part of this community.”

Post 200's first veterans dinner started by
hosting what Auxiliary Unit 200 Treasurer Di-
ana Gardner thinks was around six veterans.
It's grown substantially, requiring both many
hours and volunteers from the post’s family.

Gardner said the post had been working on
the event daily for two weeks. She spent the
Thursday and Friday before the meal cooking
20 20-pounds or larger turkeys and then ar-
rived at the post at 6:30 a.m. on the day of the
dinner to join others in finishing up prep work.

By the time the meal was ready, it consist-
ed of 60 pounds of sweet potatoes, 60 pounds
each of corn and green beans, 442 rolls, 37 pies,
four 30-slice cakes and “mashed potatoes, I
couldn't tell you the exact pounds, but trays
upon trays,” Gardner said. But every second of
work is worth the effort.

“For us, it's the greatest honor we could
have for these veterans to come in and visit
with us,” Gardner said. “It's our privilege to be

---continued on page 7---
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U.P. Tour Schedule
Page 2

Winter Meeting Schedule
Page 14

Change to the 2018 Winter
Meeting, there are training
classes scheduled for
Friday and Saturday
Afternoon

Winter Meeting Registration and Banquet Forms Pages 14 & 15
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A Bright New Year

Eddie Brown
State Chaplain

THEAMERICAN L

Greetings Legion
Family. It's amazing
how time flies, and
here we are starting
a New Year. I am
excited to see what
2018 has to bring. I'm
looking forward to many good things
like a better economic climate, more
employment, and less poverty. I'm hop-
ing to see breakthroughs in medicine
and maybe some cures or at least new
treatments to improve the lives of those
who suffer. Even though there have al-
ways been war and rumors of war, I'm
praying that people will come to an
agreement and settle differences and
that this world will come to know God’s
peace. Some have accused me of being
overly optimistic. That’s okay because
I have a reason to be positive. I am a
believer and trust in His word. Romans

8:28 “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called accord-
ing to his purpose.”

In studying psychology, there
is a principle called the “Self Fulfilling
Prophecy”” It says that by believing in a
prediction, whether good or bad, it can
cause it to becometrue. If bad, that be-
lief makes us let negative things happen,
because that’s the way it is supposed to
be. If good, it causes us to act in a way
to make good things happen. There-
fore, I choose to look for the good. I
choose to be happy. As always, things
can go wrong, and there are always nat-
ural disasters. But I know that when
bad things do happen, I have family and
friends and a great God that I can lean
on. [ am human and can make mistakes,
and there are things that I don’t under-
stand. At those times I remind myself
of these words in Proverbs 3: 5-6, “Trust
in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight”

Recently after eating Chinese,
I opened a fortune cookie. I liked the
message inside which said something
like, “By listening to others, you will find
answers to your own questions.” Note
that it didn’t say take your problems to
or ask others. It indicated that there is
a lot in life to learn by observation. We
can learn from both their mistakes and
their successes. Also, it reminds me that
others may be watching and listening to
me. That is the basic way our children
learn. I trust that I am being a good ex-
ample and teaching them good things.

As we look forward to the New
Year, let’s be positive and make great
things happen. We have a lot of won-
derful events coming up like the Winter
Conference, Americanism Banquets,
Elections, Memorial Services, and Con-
ventions. I know that they are going to
be successful. Why? I'm going to do
what I can to make it happen and be-
cause we have a great Legion Family
that cares about our mission, our Vet-
erans, and our Country. It’s going to be
a bright New Year. Keep up the good
work, and God bless you all.

2018 Winter Tour - Begins January 14, 2018 - Sault Saint Marie

Sunday January 14th

Post 3 Sault Ste. Marie — 5:30 p.m.
Monday January 15th

9:45 a.m. Newberry Post 74

visit with coffee and refreshments

12 noon Gladstone Post 71
visit with lunch
6:00 p.m. Menominee  Post

146- Refreshments, fellowship and
dinner

Tuesday January 16th

9:45 a.m. Attend classroom
of 2017 Teacher of the year Jan
Thielen at the Blesch Intermediate
School -123013th Street — Menom-
inee 863-9951.

11:30 a.m. Powers Post 244 vis-
it with lunch

2:30 p.m. Tour Iron Mountain
VA Hospital

6:00 p.m. Crystal Falls Post 87
Refreshments, fellowship. And din-
ner at the VFW Building

Wednesday January 17th

10:00 a.m. Tour Moving Wall
at White Pine

Noon White Pine Post 462
Visit with lunch

6:00 p.m. Hancock Post 186 —
Refreshment, fellowship, and din-
ner

Thursday January 18th
9:30 a.m. L'Anse Post 144 — vis-
it with coffee & refreshments

Noon Greenwood Post 114
visit with lunch
6:00 p.m. Little Lake Post 349

- Refreshments, fellowship. And
dinner

Friday January 19th

10:00 a.m. Tour Jacobetti Vet-
erans Home

Noon Lunch on your own

and rest of day to be free time.
1,00 p.m. Registration opens
at Post 44

served at Marquette Post 44

7:00 p.m. District 11 & 12 Joint
Opening Session, Post 44 Room #7
8:00 p.m. Committee = Meet-
ings as called, Rooms #3 & #7

40 & 8 Promenade, Conference
Room

Saturday January 20th
Refer to your conference program
for entire day & evening

Schedule as of December 17, 2017.

For lodging details and any ques-
tions contact 5th Zone Command-
er Wayne Roy at 906-428-9918

11th & 12th District and U.P. As-
socition conference begins Fri-
day night at American Legion
Post 44 in Marquette.

State Commander. ............... Brett Holt
State Adjutant.................. Ron Runyan
IstZone..........coveuvninnn.. Bill Clark
2ndZone ...l Dave Loop
3rdZone..................... Mitch Louth
4thZone................... George Bollinger
5thZone..................... . Wayne Roy

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Dinner to be
STATE OFFICERS

Finance Officer................. Barry Wood

Historian............... ... Marilyn Britten

Chaplain...................... Eddie Brown

Sergeant-at-Arms............... Bill Hilgris

Judge Advocate. .......... Kimberlee Hillock

National Executive Committeeman
.............................. Ray Moore

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
............................... John Knox

............................. Larry Money
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
........................... Gary Easterling

Membership Director .. ... ... Jerry Andrus
Public Relations Director . ...... Mark Sutton
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ReFLECTION AND OPPORTUNITY

Brett Holt
State Commander

Like many of
you, I have taken
some time to look
back at 2017 and
reflected on some

of the highlights of
that year for me and as an organization.

For the American Legion and vet-
erans in this country 2017 had some
noticeable accomplishments. A new
G.I. Bill was signed into law, improve-
ments to the veterans benefit and claims
systems, and here in Michigan the pros-
pect of up to 7 new state veteran homes
being built in the coming years. Vet-
erans can now shop online at the Ex-
change service store, and the VA has
begun to issue Veteran Identification
cards.

Personally, I look back at 2017, and
I am grateful. Iam grateful for my wife
Bonnie for being by my side for all of
our years. 2017 has been a year of road
miles, meals, snacks, and meeting many

of you, but at the end of the day when
I arrive home, whether she was with
me or not, I find rest in her presence to
make it through another day.

My “why” I am a Legionnaire has
grown even stronger in 2017. I am
thankful for being trusted to be your
commander this year, but as the de-
partment commander my why has
grown stronger. Witnessing first hand
the things we do has fueled my why to
make the Legion better. I am inspired
by National Commander Rohan as I
watched her in Taylor at Post 200 when
she visited for their 48th Thanksgiv-
ing Veterans dinner. The veterans lite
up seeing her and talking to her. She
was gracious, kind and appreciative to
everyone there. As I watched her and
listened to her speak it was always an
encouraging word or gesture to who she
was talking too.

I have witnessed veterans and Le-
gionnaires come in to or call the Lan-
sing and Detroit office looking for help,
guidance, and sometimes they don't

know. The team members we have
know the most important person at that
moment is the one standing in front of
them. Asa team, they listen and help in
the best way they can for anyone who
walks through those doors. I am proud
knowing our team serves everyone the
best they can.

The list of milestones in 2017 is long
and could take up most of this newspa-
per, but I know Mark has other things
to print beside the ramblings of the de-
partment commander.

2018 is the future; it is the steps in
front of us that we must take. Your De-
partment Adjutant Ron Runyan has put
together training for Friday at Winter
Meeting in Ypsilanti, something new.
There is also training scheduled for
Saturday afternoon after all of the com-
mittee meetings. The schedule is in this
issue, look it over, tell your post officers
and fellow Legionnaires to come and
learn more. They are welcome to attend
any of the committee meetings to learn
more. They can come and ask questions
about any topic

Looking ahead, now is the time to
promote Boys State, American Legion
Baseball, and Youth Law Enforcement
Cadet program. How do we impact
the youth of this country? Get them
involved in our programs. Do we want
young men and women to be better
representatives of our cities, counties,
state, and nation? Then let’s send them
to Boys and Girls State. The week will
change their life; it could change their
perspective on whats ahead of them.
The American Legion can be the spark
to light that fire.

I am looking forward to adding
more “why’s” to my list of being a mem-
ber in 2018. My hope for 2018 is that
you find your “why you belong” and
witness the great works the American
Legion is doing and if they are not do-
ing what you think they could be doing
then be the difference maker. You can
promote more and serve more. We are

here to help.

Happy New Year.

Happy New Year, Welcome 2018!!

Ron Runyan

State Adjutant
Happy New
Years to all our

members of the De-
partment of Michi-
gan. With the start
of the New Year, we
can reflect on what has happened in the
past year and how we can use this to
better ourselves, our American Legion
and our country!

January we will be participating in
the Upper Peninsula Tour which starts
in Sault Ste Marie on the 14th and ends
in Marquette on the 20th. We encour-
age everyone who can come out to join
the Commander, President and SAL
Commander and other leadership. The
full agenda on page two of this paper
with dates, locations and times.

February 3rd the 16th District will
be holding its annual Americanism
Dinner at Post 232 at 5:00 p.m. No tick-
ets at the door, call Greg Price 313-550-
0857 or Doreen McMahon 734-799-
7995

February 16-18 we will be meeting
in Ypsilanti at Eagle Crest Resort and

hold our winter meetings and banquet.
This year we will be holding some very
informative training classes for every-
one to attend if they wish. We find that
on Friday there is not much to do, so we
have asked Michigan Liquor Control
and Michigan Gaming to come in and
give an overview of rules and regula-
tions. These classes would be good for
all officers and members who sit on a
Home Committee or Bar Committee to
hear it from the experts.

We will also be giving an overview
of the new Post membership online re-
newal system thru MyLegion. Learn
how to process, get credit for mem-
bers and report on processing. This
new way of sending members into the
State HQ gets the members added into
the National database within five days,
which eliminates the old 3-4 week turn
around.

February 22 the state leadership will
be hosting a legislative breakfast in Lan-
sing. The breakfast is open to all mem-
bers to meet and speak to your state
Senator or Representative on what is
important to Michigan veteran’s needs.
The breakfast will be at the House office
building in the Mackinaw room at 7:30
am. The commander and other depart-

ment delegates will be meeting with our
U.S. Senators and Congressman the end
of the month in Washington, D.C. The
American Legion feels very strongly
that our message from Michigan is im-
portant.

Lastly, I would like to report on a
project that has been in the works for
a very long time. Our VA&R chairman
Don Howard and the committee has
been promoting veteran services in
the U.P. with Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians. We have signed a
contract which will allow the American
Legion to hire a Fulltime service officer
to cover the eastern half of the Upper
Peninsula. This accredited service offi-
cer will be working at several tribal clin-
ics from Sault Ste Marie to Manistique.
They will be able to assist all veterans
and family with benefit claims and to
answer questions. This new service offi-
cer will be trained and operational very
soon. If you have questions regarding
this program or your benefits, please
call 313-964-6640 for a service officer to
assist you.

Thank you for your continued
membership and duty to country!

USAA Is proud to be the
Preferred Provider
of Insurance and Financial Services
to The American Legion

Get the credit card
that supports
The American Legion.

AMERICAN
LEGION

USAA CARD MEMBER

The American Legion USAA Rewards™ World
MasterCard” supports The American Legion
by giving back to its programs through
everyday purchases — all with competitive
rates and legendary customer service from
USAA Bank.

Support the mission of
The American Legion. Apply today.

> 1-877-699-2654 or usaa.com/leglioncc

Insurance - Banking = Investments - Retirement - Advice

USAA means United
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ion and its affiliates.
h
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Jerry Andrus
Membership Director

MICHIGAN

I hope everyone had a safe
and Happy Holidays. I am look-
ing forward to a new year and
new opportunities to work to
build Legion membership. For
the 9th District, you now have an
Alternate Commander John Welch for membership;
his email address is jtw1944@yahoo.com.

I hope no one sat on membership a day too late
and did not get them sent. I was writing this nearly
a month ago, and there were a lot of posts that only
needed 10 or fewer members for 100%. We have made
all of our target dates this year but now is when it gets
tougher. 80% for Jan. 11 and 5% every month after
that. I was hoping for at least 100 posts to make 100%
by Dec 31. I don’'t know if it happened or not but I do
know that there were plenty of posts that could have
made it with a little effort. A LITTLE EFFORT can
be words sometimes or small words if you try. DID
YOU TRY?

Around the middle of November National put
into effect the new reporting for posts. The post mem-
bership person can now go to mylegion.org and sub-
mit the names of members renewing, new members
or transfers that are paying their dues upon transfer-
ring. That is if someone is transferring to your post
and paying their dues at that time. If their dues have
already been paid, then you need to transfer them
as in the past with the member data form. You will
need to give national your bank, account number and
routing number and they will withdraw it from your
account. You will not need to send the stubs to de-
partment anymore. This will take a large burden off
from Deanna, and you will get credit for the members
sooner then you are now. If you cannot do it this way,
you may still send them to Dept.

We did a call-em-all to members that had not paid
in November and again in December. We also sent
an e-mail, we had a good turnout as on-line renew-
als blossomed. They were also a larger than normal
renewal from posts. That is why we tried it again in
Dec. We figure that it brought in at least 2000 renew-
als and the number could be higher. Oh, what a phone
call can do! Have you tried this yet? Maybe a letter
first and then a phone call two weeks later or maybe a
month at the most.

Is effort/EFFORT a small or large word to you? It
does work.

That's all for now and keep sending in the mem-
bership.

District Meetings

1st District

February 5, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375
April 2, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375
May 7, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375

May 28, 2018, Memorial Day Service
at Roseland Park

June 4, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375

*All meetings begin at 7PM

2nd District

January 14, 2018 Jackson Post 324
March 11, 2018 Ida Post 514

May 20, 2018 Tecumseh Post 34

3rd District

January 7, 2018 — George Custer Post
54, RSVP- (269).963-3356.

March 4, 2018 — Cole-Briggs Post 48,
RSVP- (517).627-1232

May 6, 2018 - Leighr Wright - Hills-
dale Post 53, RSVP- (517).439-5133
*Executive Board Meeting- 11:30 AM,
Dinner- Noon, and Regular Meeting at
1:00PM. Note: It is crucial for anyone
who plans to attend a 3rd District
Meeting that you communicate to the
host Post your dinner plans

4th District
January 7, 2018 - Allegan

5th District

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEETINGS

All Executive Board meetings will
begin at 7:00 p.m. (19:00) with Senior
Vice Commander Keith Wakefield
presiding. All District Exec Board
meetings will be conducted at Post
179, 616 453 9861, 2327 Wilson Ave.
S.W.,, Grand Rapids, MI 49534 on:
December 7; February 8, 2018; April
12, 2018;June 14, 2018.

DISTRICT MEETINGS

Jan. 11, 2018 at 7 p.m. — Post 6, 10820
Paw Paw, Wyoming

March 8, 2018 at 7 p.m. — Post 179
, 2327 Wilson Ave. S.W., Grand
Rapids

May 10, 2018 at 7 p.m. — Post
#28, 700 S. Harbor Drive, Grand
Haven

July 12,2018 at7 p.m. - TBA (
depending on new District Com-
mander wishes)

6th District

January 7, 2018, Post 269, Haslett
March 11, 2018, Post 419, Pinck-
ney

May 6, 2018, Post 64, Flint
Lunch at 12 - Meeting at 1 p.m.

7th District

January 14, 2018, Lapeer Post
March 18, 2018, Memphis Post
May 20, 2018, Marysville

June - Department Convention

8th District

Jan 7, 2018, Owosso Post 57
March 4, 2018, Laingsburg Post
246

May 6, 2018, Hubbarston Post
Service Officer Mtg Noon
Lunch at 1:30 p.m.

Meeting at 3:00 p.m.

9th District

Mar. 10, 2018, Holton Post

May 12, 2018 at Fife Lake Post 219
E-board at Noon, Lunch at 1:00
p-m. General Membership meeting
at 2:00 p.m

10th District

January 13, 2018, Oscoda Post 274
March 3, 2018, Skidway Lake 370
(Nominations)

May 6, 2017, Sanford Post 443
(Nominations, Elections, and Me-
morial Service)

June 2, 2018 TBA (Installation of offi-
cers)
Lunch at 12 PM, Meeting 1PM

11th District & 12th District
January 19-20, Marquette Post 44

16th District

December 12, Southgate Post 478*
January 9, 2018 - TBA

February 13, 2018, Fort Dearborn Post
364*

March 13, 2018, Wyandotte Post 217
April 10, 2018, Trento Post 426*

May 8, 2018, Lincoln Park Post 67, Me-
morial Service (6:30 PM)

June 12, 2018, Garden City Post 396
*Service Officer School 6:30 PM
Meetings at 7:30 PM

17th District

January 17, 2018 Plymouth Post 391, K
of C Plymouth

March 21,2018 Post 390, Kof C
Managhan Council

May 16, 2018 Livonia Post 32

June 20, 2018 Northville Post 147
Meetings start a 7PM

18th District

January 7, 2018, Cook-Nelson Post 20
March 4, 2018, Chief Pontiac Post 377
April 15, 2018, Rochester, Post 172 (Me-
morial Service at 2 p.m.)

May 5, 2018, Auburn Hills, Post 143
(Elections)

June 10, 2018, Royal Oak, Post 253

All meetings on Sunday at 2:00 PM,
unless notified of change.

19th District

March 10 or 11, 2018, TBA

May 19, 2018, Wolverine Post 122
ALR and Service officer session 11AM
Lunch at 12PM

Legion and Auxiliary meet at 1PM

Keep the Little Brown Jug in Michigan

As of Monday December 18, 2017

Department of Michigan - 51,098 78.08%

2018 Membership Goal: 65,439 December 14 Total: 50,698-77.47%
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From the Desk of the President

ENJOYING THE JOURNEY

WOW!!! What a journey this
year has been so far. So many of
you have shown me the extraor-
dinary ower we, as a Legion
family, have to assist our Veter-
ans. I have witnessed the most
wonderful looks on the faces of
our Veterans, most just because
someone was doing something
nice for them.

During October I attended the 2nd District Meet-
ing, the Battle Creek VA Hospital Carnival, a Leader-
ship Workshop in Clio and the 16th District Member-
ship Rally. Watching the faces of the Veterans as they
played games sponsored by various Veterans organi-
zations was worth attending. The carnival is some-
thing that they get to enjoy, it doesn’t cost a lot for the
organizations to do, and the satisfaction of knowing
that you were able to help Veterans have a nice day is
so very worth it.

I was also able to attend the National Mission
Training in Springfield, IL. It is a one-day session that
covers a large variety of the programs we work every
year. One of the statements made during the day that
stuck with me the most was that, regardless who we
are and what office we might have held, we are still just
grassroots members. That is so very true. It doesn’t
matter that I am President of the Department of Mich-

January/February 2018

2017-2018 Department President, Deanwna Covtright

igan for a year, nor will it matter next year when I can
sit back with the rest of the members for meetings. I
am a member first and foremost. I care about our Vet-
erans and their families and will do anything I have to
to keep this organization going strong. We cannot ful-
fill our mission if we are not focused on our programs.
As I have said before, we have to respect each other.
If we can't, we are only hurting the American Legion
Family and our Veterans.

Our Juniors had their Fall overnighter at the
American Legion Department Headquarters in Octo-
ber. It was a different setting than normal, but they
had a great time. While they did crafts, ate and had
fun together, they were also able to see Past Depart-
ment Presidents and learn a little about the Depart-
ment of Michigan’s History. Thank you so much to the
Legion for allowing this to happen.

November found me in Detroit for the Veterans
Parade. It was a very impressive parade with a lot of
work to organize. I felt bad for those involved that it
rained because it was a wonderful day.

Lincoln Park Post assisted the Exchange Club
with holding a Rally to End Veterans Homelessness.
I was honored to be able to attend. They held raffles,
had snacks, took in donations, had music, and a lot
of fun. Between basically 6:30 and a little after 10:00
they raised over $9,200! Their goal was $10,000, and
I do not doubt that before the night was over, they did

exactly that. What a wonderful event to help our Vet-
erans.

On November 19th, Taylor held a Thanksgivin
Dinner for Veterans at the Detroit VA Hospital an
Michigan’s Veterans Foundation. There were at least
80 Veterans from the two facilities that were brought
in by bus for dinner and music. We were honored to
also have the National American Legion Commander,
Denise Rohan with us. Members of the ROTC from
two local high schools helped serve the Veterans, so
they didn’t have to go through the line. Watching the
smiles on their faces and watching them move to the
mu(siic was a wonderful reminder of why we do what
we do.

As we begin the Gift Shop season and go through
December preparing for Christmas and enjoying fam-
ily and friends, I ask that we also say a special prayer
for our active Servicemen and women and their fam-
ilies as many of them won't be together. Also please
think of our Veterans, many that have nowhere to go.
Pray that they are taken care of and can find someone
that will give them a little happiness.

I pray that everyone enjoys the holidays that they
celebrate their faith. Enjoy time with family and
friends. I hope to see many of you soon in my travels.

Crazy as it is, there’s always time for our Veterans

Anita Mennel, 7th District President

Chaplain’s Corner

Mary Dubay, Department Chaplain

Behind schedule, I'm writing a short
update from the 7th District. We have
been busy, as has everyone. Novem-
ber and December, of course, being the
craziest. Like other districts, many of
our Units helped with or served Vet-
erans Day celebrations. Our meetings
are a bit spread apart, and we still have
some chairmanships to fill, but we
STILL work together to make it hap-
pen. We have lots of upcoming activi-
ties throughout our district, including
Americanism Dinners, and a special
Recognition dinner. Our meetings
could use more Unit representation;
I understand that's an issue in many
districts. So, no matter the district you
belong to, make sure your Unit has rep-
resentation, and if not, why not YOU!
District meetings are there to support
each other and continue communica-
tions. A very important and imperative
part of our great organization.

We also have been working on be-

ing more attentive to the treatment of
others. That seems to be a huge prob-
lem in our whole Department, so lets
all work harder in the New Year!... even
though its ‘mid-year’ for our Auxiliary.
Not everyone has been ‘doing this a
long time.” New ideas are always great,
so work hard to make ‘new ideas’ wel-
comed.

If you haven't already done so, stop
reading this and send in your dues. Not
much longer and youll be delinquent
and not a member in good standing,
which also takes away the many bene-
fits we have of belonging.

Let's keep working together and
serving together, while remembering
our cause, our Veterans! Never lose
sight of WHY you joined. Honor the
Veteran, who gave you eligibility, no
matter where he or she is. Here is Wish-
ing you all a fantastic 2018!! For God and
Country,

As I write this article, New Year's Day is just over a
month away. There is much to prepare for and celebrate be-
tween now and that date, but many of us will start to think
about making a New Year's Resolution. We may resolve to
stop smoking, lose weight, exercise more, don't use our cell
phone while driving, go to church, etc.

But how many of us will be persistent enough to keep
those resolutions? Often, as days go by, they fall by the way-
side as we go on with our daily lives. Are we willing to pur-
sue new things, and leave our old habits behind?

If you were to ask God what he wants you to change,
improve, or begin this year, he might tell you to “Love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who
hate you and pray for those who persecute you (Matt: 5:44).

As we step into the New Year filled with dreams, and
hopes, I encourage you not to let your past trials, mistakes,
and failures hold you back from trying again.

What Is Your Resolve?
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Deborah Williamson Endorsed for 2018-2019 Department President

At a regularly
scheduled meeting of
the American Legion
Auxiliary, 5th District
Association, held Tues-
day, October 17, 2017,
in Caledonia MI, Deb-
orah R. Williamson was
endorsed for the office
of President, American
Legion Auxiliary, Department of Michigan for the
year 2018-2019.

Deborah is eligible through the service of her
late father, Harvey R. Volkers, who served in the
United States Navy during World War II and was a
Pear] Harbor survivor. She is also eligible through
her brother, a retired Marine, who served in the

At a regularly sched-
uled meeting of the
American Legion Aux-
iliary, 9th District Asso-
ciation, Department of
Michigan, held on Sep-
tember 30, 2017, we en-
dorsed Georgia Downs
for the office of First
Vice President of the American Legion Auxiliary De-
partment of Michigan for the year 2018 - 2019.

Georgia became eligible to join the American Le-
gion Auxiliary through the service of her deceased
father, Kenneth P. Carlson, who served in World War
II. Mr. Carlson enlisted in the Army when he was 16
years old and was one of the few survivors of his pla-
toon while battling in Germany. He was a recipient of
several honor ribbons.

While being a member for 20 years, she has held
the office of Unit President (3 years) and District
President for two terms. She has had the opportunity

United States Marine Corps, during the Vietnam
Era.

Deborah has been an active American Legion
Auxiliary member for sixty-four years. She started
as an active Junior member. On the Unit level, she
served as President for six years. She has served her
Unit as 1st Vice, 2nd Vice, Chaplain, Historian and
was treasurer for twenty-four years. She has held
every Chairmanship on the Unit level except Amer-
icanism and VA & R.

On the District level, Deborah served as First
and Second Vice President and was District Presi-
dent in 2006-2007. She served as Publication Chair-
man and Poppy Chairman for several years.

On the Department level, Deborah served on
the Girls State Committee for thirteen years and
served three years as Girls State Assistant Chair-

to chair many committees at the Unit, District level
and Department including but not limited to Pop-
pies, Americanism, Lower Northern Membership
Chairman, V.A, & R. and Girls State staff. Currently,
Georgia is chairing the same committees along with
the Family Support Group. She has been the chairman
and co-chairman for twelve years for the Veterans
Dinners at Post 411. Georgia has held the Department
offices of Historian, Chaplain and Second Vice Presi-
dent and currently is chairman for National Security.

As District President her project was the Wilwin
Lodge, a retreat for our returning Veterans; she raised
thousands of dollars by hosting a dinner once a month
with all proceeds going to her project. Georgia has
successfully raised funds for Girls State Program, so
no Alternate is left behind.

Georgia is Second Vice President for the Depart-
ment of Michigan, and she is part of our Strategic
Planning Team to help lead us into the future. She has
been a volunteer at Girls State for five years. She is a
strong supporter of all of our programs. She is a mem-

man and two years as Girls State Chairman. She
also served as National Security Chairman and is
currently serving as Legislative Chairman. She has
also served as Department Historian, Department
Chaplain and is currently serving as Department 1st
Vice President.

Deborah is a fourteen-year member of Kent Sa-
lon 322 of the 8 et 40 and a Chapeau Passe.

Deborah is a twenty-four year associate of Mi-
chaels Stores Inc.

She has four children and blessed with sixteen
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

We, the members of the 5th District Associa-
tion, feel that Deborah is well qualified and willing
to serve as Department of Michigan President for
the year 2018-2019. We ask your consideration and
support of our candidate.

Georgla Downs Endorsed for 2018-2019 Department First Vice President

ber of Salon 300.

She raised her family in Westerville, Ohio and
moved back to Michigan in 1990. She has multiple
designations and degrees in insurance and brings
strong managerial skills in customer service/sales. She
sat on the Boards of her local township for ten years,
secretary for the Zoning Board two years and Board
of Review for eight years. Georgia retired from Green-
ridge Real Estate in 2012 after 23 years in the industry.
She has been a broker for 16 years and still maintains
her Real Estate brokerage.

Georgia has been endorsed for the office of First
Vice President, Department of Michigan 2018 - 2019
by the Thomas Richard Annis Unit 411.

We feel Georgia has the skills and our confidence
to serve in this position. We ask for your support of
our endorsement.

Mary DuBay Endorsed for 2018-2019 Department Second Vice President

At a regularly sched-
uled meeting of the Sev-
enth District Association
of the American Legion
Auxiliary, Department of
Michigan held on August
6, 2017, and at a regularly
scheduled meeting of Har-
ry Ollrich Unit #4 of the
American Legion Auxil-
iary, Department of Michigan held on June 26, 2017,
Mary (Mrs. Richard) Dubay was endorsed for the of-
fice of Department Second Vice President.

Mary is eligible for membership through her
husband, Richard T. Dubay, a Vietnam Veteran who
served in the Air Force from 1966 to 1969. She is also
eligible through the service of her late father, Charles
Desmet, who served in World War

Mary has been a member of Harry Ollrich Unit #4

for 28 years. During this time she has held most offices
and chairmanships. She served as Unit President for
2years and, is currently serving as Chaplain.

On the District level, Mary has held many chair-
manships and offices and served as District President
in 1999-2000. She is currently serving her eighth con-
secutive term as District Treasurer.

On the Department level, Mary has served as
Americanism, Poppy, Public Relations, Auxiliary
Emergency Fund, Resolutions, Education, Eastern
Area Membership and Community Service Chairman
and as Historian. Mary has also served as a commit-
tee member on Americanism, Poppy, and Public Re-
lations. As a Department Chairman, Mary won the
Best Overall program in Americanism for the Cen-
tral Division, the American Legion Education Award,
and the Community Service Department award for
the most outstanding promotion of the Community
Service program by a Department in the Central Di-

vision. Mary is currently serving the Department as
Chaplain. On the National level, Mary has served as
Central Division Chairman for National Security and
as Vice Chairman of the Auxiliary Emergency Fund.

Mary is currently employed as a Medical Secre-
tary by Michigan Healthcare Professionals, where she
has worked for the last 17 years. She and her husband,
Richard, have been married for 47 years, and have
four children and ten grandchildren, all of which are
members of the Legion family. Mary and her family
are members of St. Peters Catholic Church in Mt. Cle-
mens. Mary has been a member of Macomb County
Salon #396 of the 8 & 40 for 14 years.

We, the members of the Seventh District and
Harry Ollrich Unit #4 ask for your support of our
candidate, Mary Dubay, for the office of Second Vice
President for the Department of Michigan for the
2018-2019 year.
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National Commander visits Michigan continued
Cont. from page 1

able to do this for them. It's unbelievable how many people we get to
volunteer for this event.”

Money for the dinner is raised at the post through donations. Put-
ting on this year’s dinner cost approximately $3,000, Post 200 Com-
mander John Martin said.

“We think at least once a year somebody needs to do something for
(those veterans),” said Martin, who has been involved with the dinner
for 40 years. “It’'s just been a passionate thing. (And) without the volun-
teers we could never do it. We have volunteer cooks, everything.”

Post 200 First Vice Commander Chuck Teschke has volunteered at
the dinner since he joined the post 13 years ago. Tears welled up in his
eyes when he talked about why the post continues to host the dinner.

“These (veterans) don't get out,” Teschke said. “That’s our driving
force: helping these guys out. Giving them a day off.”

Derrick McQueen, who served in the Navy from 1977-1981 and now
lives at the Detroit Veterans Center, said being invited to Post 200
“means a whole lot. I'm very grateful that they invited us to come here
to have fellowship with veterans and to have a good celebration for
Thanksgiving.”

Being guests at Post 200 means more than just a meal. MVF Execu-
tive Director Tyrone Chatman said. “It has a great deal of therapeutic
value for those veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress disor-
der, combat-related stress, homelessness and unemployment,” he said.
“Having (The American Legion) show us our service has not been for-
gotten, it means a lot.”

During the dinner, Junior ROTC cadets from John F. Kennedy and
Harry S. Truman high schools in Taylor provided a color guard and also
helped both greet and serve the veterans attending the dinner. And
residents of the Detroit Veterans Center who attended the dinner also
were given gift bags that included $25 gift cards and homemade blan-
kets from Post 200's Legion family, as well as stockings containing hats,
gloves and other items from American Legion Post 217 in Wyandotte,
Mich.

‘Tm extremely proud of Post 200,” said Department of Michigan
Commander Brett Holt, who attended this year’s dinner. “This is what
The American Legion is about. This is what we should all be doing at all
of our posts: opening our post home up, working together as a family
to serve our community and to serve the veterans in our communities.

“Veterans in the hospital sometimes don't have family or friends in
the area. This is an opportunity to bring them in, give them a Thanks-
giving meal, and let them know theyre thought of and cared for by The
American Legion.”

Update on New Michigan Veteran Homes

Neighborhood Floor Plan

GA VEs,

SN

| 5 a NAD  MICHIGAN STATE VETERANS HOMES
‘\ij) : B2 SWIDD GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

A briefing on the project was giv-
en November 27 by the Michigan
Veterans Affairs Agency and the
engineering firm hired to design
the first two new veteran homes
for Michigan.

Quick Recap

In 2016 an audit report revealed
several discrepancies at the Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans.

The audit report resulted in the
resignation of the MVAA Direc-
tor Jeff Barnes, and hearings by
the State House and State Senate.
Those hearings initiated the cre-
ation of a workgroup to address
the future of veterans nursing
care.

The workgroup recommended a
non-profit government Michigan
Veterans Facility Authority be cre-
ated, with a goal of building up to
6-7 new veteran nursing homes.
These homes would be built over
several phases.

Phase one is to build two new fa-
cilities, one on the property of the
current Grand Rapids Veterans
Home and another in Southeast
Michigan.

Governor Snyder signed Senate
Bill 1100 on January 11, 2017, creat-
ing the authority to begin work.

In April an application to the U.S.
Department of Veterans Admin-
istration was submitted request-
ing 65% of the building costs to
build replacement beds for ap-
proximately 700 beds (Distribut-
ed among 6-7 new homes around
the state). The department has a
grant program states may apply.

The Michigan Legislature ap-
proved $108 million for the con-
struction of the first two homes on
the condition that the 65 percent
Veterans Administration grant is
approved.

As of 12/20/2017

The application for construction
grants 1s still pending at the VA.
The expectation is that the deci-
sion to grant or not to grant Mich-
igan the building costs is made by
February 1, 2018.

The MVAA and the State of Mich-
igan have not acquired Eroperty
yet for the southeast Michigan fa-
cility. Work is ongoing.

The MVAA goes in front of the
Grand Rapids City Planning Com-
mission in mid-January to request
that the 16-ish acres of propert
on the south side of the Gran
Rapids Veterans Home property
be re-zoned from single family
residence to a specific health care
business zoning. The rezoning is
needed to become Medicare/Med-
icaid certified.

If the rezoning is approved than
engineering plans will proceed. If
the city decides not to re-zone the
property, the State of Michigan
might need to find another prop-
erty or look at other options.

Questions about the 6 acres
that the old VA CBOC is on were
brought ug. The property is up for
sale, and the State of Michigan has
the right of first purchase. The
State 1s still in the process of try-
ing to acquire the land.

The picture above is a concept of
what the resident building layout
might be like.
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Veteran Services News

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THE UNIVERSITY
OF MICHIGAN ARE SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR A
STUDY ON CARE GIVERS OF DEMENTIA

There are currently an estimated 5 million people living
with dementia in the United States, and the number is continu-
ing to grow with the aging population. The number of Veterans
living with dementia is also on the rise. One of the biggest chal-
lenges in the day to day management of dementia is the behav-
ioral symptoms that go hand in hand with the illness. Some of
these behaviors include agitation, anxiety, depression, aggres-
sion, sleep problems and socially inappropriate behaviors.

Michigan Medicine Program for Positive Aging (PPA)
director Dr. Helen Kales and her colleagues at the University
of Michigan and Johns Hopkins University have developed
and tested a web-based tool called the WeCareAdvisor™ to
help caregivers manage dementia-related behaviors. The We-
CareAdvisor guides caregivers through the DICE Approach™,
an evidence-based process to recognize possible causes of de-
mentia-related behaviors and develop strategies to help man-
age them. Through current funding from the Department of
Defense, Dr. Kales plans to adapt the WeCareAdvisor for use
by family caregivers of military Veterans living with dementia.

The Program for Positive Aging is currently seeking the
help of caregivers of military Veterans living with dementia to
participate in a one-time group discussion. Caregivers will be
asked to share their unique experiences and needs in caring
for their family member living with dementia. The group dis-
cussion will take approximately 2 hours, and volunteers will be
compensated for their time.

For more information on the study and to find out if you
are eligible to participate, please contact Brianna Broderick at
734-232-0397 or bribrode@med.umich.edu. To learn more
about the PPA, please visit our website at www.ProgramforPos-
itiveAging.org .

This study is supported by the Department of Defense
and approved by the University of Michigan IRBMED HUM:
00117707.

Study ID: HUM00117707 IRB: IRBMED Date Approved: 11/15/2017 Expiration Date: 3/28/2018

We are seeking to understand the experiences of caring for a Veteran
living with dementia. We would like to learn more about your experiences
and needs in the day-to-day management of the behaviors associated
with dementia.

the primary caregiver of a military Veteran living with dementia
managing behaviors of the person you are caring for
21 years of age or older

Volunteers will be asked to share approximately 1-2 hours of their time.
Participation will involve completing a brief survey and taking part in
either an individual or group discussion.

Participants will be compensated $50 for their time.

¢ |

University of Michigan IRBMed HUM: 00117707
This study is funded by the Department of Defense and is not considered VA research

PROGRAM FOR POSITIVE AGING

MICIBGAN MEOICINE IMPROVING LATER-LIFE MENTAL HEALTH AND DEMENTIA CARE

Grand Rapids Veteran Home Names

Tracey Nelson New Administrator

Tracey Nelson has been
hired to serve as the admin-
istrator of the Grand Rapids
Home for Veterans, Michigan
Veterans Affairs Agency Di-
rector James Robert Redford
recently announced. Her first
day will be Dec. 4.

Nelson comes to GRHV
from MediLodge of Capital
Area, where she has served as
the facility’'s administrator since March 2012. The
Lansing-based facility provides skilled nursing
care, short- and long-term care, physical and occu-
pational therapy, respite care, memory care, pallia-
tive care and other services to 120 residents.

As GRHV administrator, Nelson will manage
the home’s staff, day-to-day operations and activ-
ities of its more than 300 members. She will also
work closely with MVHS interim Chief Executive
Officer Brad Slagle and D.J. Jacobetti Home for
Veterans Administrator Ryan Engle.

Before MediLodge, Nelson worked for Luther-
an Homes of Michigan, Nexcare HealthSystems
and Shoreline Health Care. She earned a bache-
lor's degree in Social Science from Eastern Michi-
gan University and an associate’s degree from Ma-
comb Community College.

Nelson takes over for Steve Rolston, who had
been serving as interim administrator after the
home’s former administrator, Scott Blakeney, re-
signed in September. Rolston will return full time
to his position as chief operating officer of MVHS.

American Legion Blumfield Post 229 gave special recogni-
tion to Deceased Vietnam Veteran’s Surviving Spouse on De-
cember 10, 2017.

The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration
established the Commemorative Partner Program, a Certificate of
Honor has been designed to honor and give special recognition of
Deceased Vietnam Veteran’s Surviving Spouse at the time of death
with a certificate and lapel pin.

L to R: Lori Payne (Gary Payne - 8/13/2003), Kathleen Pop-
ielarz (Chester L. Popielarz -2/9/2005),

Lois Torres (Richard Torres -3/8/2014), Linda Babechenko
(Dennis Babechenko -9/6/2016),

Deborah Gouine (Arnold Gouine -10/28/2017).

VETERANS, HAVE
YOU HEARD?

YOU CAN

SHOP AGAIN

WITH THE ONLINE EXCHANGES

mangs

EXCHANGE

NAME BRAND PRODUCTS
EXCLUSIVE MILITARY PRICES
FREE SHIPPING OPTIONS

HAVE YOU VERIFIED
YOUR ELIGIBILITY?

Vet\Verify.org

American Legion
Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation

Gary Easterling
Director

Our staft is dedicated to provid-
ing the very best veterans’ advo-
cacy to Michigan Veterans and
their families.They can assist
with Claims Preparation, Pre-
sentation and appeal counsel in
Veterans” benefits services. As-
sist you and your Dependents
in getting the Benefits that you
have earned by your service to
your country.

American Legion Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal
Building

Room 1210

477 Michigan Avenue

Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6640
Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Call the Detroit office for Field
Service Officer Schedule

Visit us on Facebook at: www.
facebook.com/MichiganVAR
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IFOUR CHAPLAIN EAST MICHIGAN SERVICE

PRESENTED BY SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY

SUNDAY JANURARY 28TH, 2018
AMERICAN LEGION POST 108

JOIN US IN REMEMBERING THESE BRAVE HEROES
AND KEEPING THEIR STORY ALIVE.

“The cost of war does not end with victory”
There will be a coffee/cookie reception following the service, and time
for fellowship with Legion Family Members and the Community.

For more information call 810.796.9844

130 E DRAHNER RD
OXFORD, MI
@ 2:00 PM.

Bring a friend.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDER NEwWS
Jim Austin, Rider Liaison

Merry  Christmas
and happy new year to
all. Welcome to what I
hope will be a very busy
and exciting year. First off

hah BereBo AT LEGIONI would like to introduce
my rider co-liaison, Ron

LEGACY RUNcall T have known
Ron for several years now and look forward to work-
ing with him. He is very dedicated to the Legion and
the riders, and all of his knowledge will be greatly ap-
preciated.

The Legacy Ride committee is planning this
year’s ride. The ride is June 22 and 23, starting at Battle
Creek American Legion Post 298, stopping at several
posts along the way and ending up in Manistee post
10 for the first nite. On Saturday we will leave post 10
and head to the Dept convention in Kalamazoo, again
stopping along the way. Of course, the purpose of all
the stops is to collect donations for this great pro-
gram- the Legacy Ride. So get your fundraising butts
in gear and make the 2018 ride a successful ride. All
the details will be on the department website, sign up
forms and itinerary and stuft like that.

l Secretary Janet Hurst and
Sgt. at Arms Marygrace
. Nagy of Coldwater Unit
« #52 are presenting a
" check to the President of
4 the St. Charles Borromeo

= Each year the students
and families of St. Charles
send gift packages to our
troops overseas. The Auxiliary helps each year, with
postage, in the amount of $100.00.

Gladwin American Legion Post Commander and
Past Department Commander John Mella per-
formed the Veterans Day ceremony at the Veter-
an’s memorial by the Gladwin courthouse.

(Right)- The holidays bring the annual Christ-
mas Gift Shops to the five VA Medical Facili-
ties and two veteran homes in Michigan. The
American Legion Family bring good cheer and
salutations to our veterans who are not able to
be home for the holidays.

Pictured is the opening day at the Grand Rapids
Home for Veterans.
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Selective Service Seeks Local Board Members

Serve your community and nation

The Selective Service System wants to hear from men
and women in Kent, Van Buren, Montcalm, Muskegon,
Calhoun, Wexford, Mecosta, Cass, Luce, Livingston, Ge-
nessee, St. Clair and Washtenaw Counties who might be
willing to serve as members of local draft boards.

A Prospective Board Member must be citizen of the
United States, at least 18 years old, registered with the Se-
lective Service (if male), and not be an employee in any law
enforcement occupation, not be an active or retired member
of the Armed Forces, and not have been convicted for any
criminal offense.

Once identified as qualified candidates for appointment,
they are recommended by the governor and appointed by
the Director of Selective Service, who acts on behalf of the
President in making the appointments. Each new member
receives five hours of initial training after appointment, fol-
lowed by two hours of annual training for as long as he or she
remains in the position. They may serve in Board Member

positions up to a total of 20
years if desired.

Local Board Members
are uncompensated volun-
teers who play an import-
ant community role closely
connected with our Nation’s
defense. If a military draft
becomes necessary, approx- i-
mately 2,000 Local and Appeal Boards throughout America
would decide which young men in each community receive
deferments, postponements or exemptions from military ser-
vice, based on federal guidelines.

If you believe you meet the standards for Selective Ser-
vice Board Membership and wish to apply for an appoint-
ment, please contact Lieutenant Colonel Dan Allen:

Daniel. Allen2020@gmail.com, (517) 927-1537 or Major
Rick Galsterer: RGalsterer@gmail.com, (269) 605-3050.

FOUR CHAPLAINS WEST MICHIGAN SERVICE

75 YEARS
REMEMBER AND HONOR
FOUR CHAPLAINS 2018

WHEN

Saturday, January 27, 2018
12pm - 2 pm

Refreshments served following
end of service

WHERE
Gerald R. Ford Museum
303 Pearl NW

Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

FOR MORE INFO
Contact Harriet Sturim
616-540-7675

HOSTED BY
American Legion Post 459

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FREE OF CHARGE

-y : 2 ..y

American Legion Family leader-
ship stopped by American Legion
Post 20 in Pontiac while on the 18th
Distrcit tour. Post Commander Joe
Carr (Left) and his post members
we welcoming on the tour.

,4-***‘}

Ecesmaning
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The Facts On LegionCare:
* This coverage is at NO-COST-T0-YOU

+ LegionCare is now available to ALL Legion Family
members: Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the
American Legion.

* This coverage has been arranged on your behalf
by Your American Legion Department.

* Regardless of Your Age, health or occupation your
acceptance is GUARANTEED**

\
Al
Y

The Legionnaire
Insurance Trust
Is Celebrating 50
Years Of Service!
AND
We are now
offering a
ONE AND DONE
solution to our
No-Cost-To-You
LegionCare
Protection

And did you know that starting 1/1/2015, anyone
enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as
they maintain their membership in the Legion Family -
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach
will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years.
The LegionCare program will continue to cover you for
$1,000 of AD&D coverage.

If the accidental loss occurs when on official Legion
Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D
coverage.” This has been arranged on your behalf by
Your Department of The American Legion.

As soon as your enrollment is received, LegionCare
will take effect. Your acceptance is guaranteed**, so

of The American Legion enroll today.

For immediate coverage, enroll online at www.TheLIT.com/No-Cost-LegionCare

Complete detals of the coverage ar contained in accident only Master Policy MZ0933583H0000A/0001A undenwritien
by Transamerica Premier Lie Insurance Company Cedar Rapids, 1A This plan is not avilzble in al tas.

*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of The Legion Family, with current year's dues paid, could be eligble for
the $5,000 Accidental Death benefit ifhe/she s travelin to, atending, o returning from an offcal funcion at which they represent
histher Post, Squadron, Unit, District, Department, Detechment or National Organizafion in an offical capacty.

**This is a supplemental halth insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage
ATH441735 that meets “minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act.  aggga  ep016 AGIA

West Point Cadet
receives visit from
American Legion

Member
James P. McLaughlin, Post 232

James P. McLaughlin of
Carl E. Stitt Post #232 in Dear-
born Heights, MI, made a spe-
cial trip recently to visit Charles
Debczak, a plebe at the United
States Military Academy. Cadet
Debczak took a few minutes
from his busy academic and ath-
letic schedule to meet with Mc-
Laughlin, who is the Michigan
Boys State representative for
Stitt Post. Debczak was one of
the post’s delegates to Boys State
during Summer 2015.

Debczak currently is tak-
ing a rigorous course load of 19
credits at West Point, where he
also has become involved with
broadcasting Army football
games. McLaughlin was at West
Point to attend the Army game
against Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity. The Black Knights beat
the Eagles 28-27 during the Oct.
14 event at Michie Stadium.

A 2017 graduate of Center
Line High School, Debczak was
active there in Army JROTC. He
also was a member of the track
and field team, as well as the
swim team. Also, Debczak is an
app developer; he created an app
for the CLHS Army JROTC.




GRAND RAPIDS HOME FOR VETERANS

Sarah Brooks, Hospital Representative

We continue to serve our veterans at the Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans. I would like to thank
all the volunteers from the 5th, 7th, 9th and 19th
Districts for their continued support of our activ-
ities. Also included are many outside individuals
and organizations who have made donations.

We hold many events throughout the year,
such as:

« Bingo once a month for the members of
the Home.

« Bingo monthly for the women members
only.

« Service Cart twice a month with personal
care items.

« Blanket Drive for the homeless veterans.

o Carnival was held in July 2017, where the
District had a booth with prizes.

o Mother’s Day Card Program.

o A cook-out for the members is held the
first Saturday in June in which we serve hot dogs,
bratwurst, and other items to the members.

» Hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves were dis-
tributed to all the members.

« Poppy Bonanza to demonstrate how pop-
pies are made, will be held in April.

o Our biggest project is the Christmas Gift
Shop, which was held November 28-29. Because
of the lower number of members at the Home,
we have changed our shopping days from three
to two. Members can select up to five gifts for
family members. The gifts are wrapped and
mailed.

A couple of changes have been made this year
for two of our activities. These have been made
necessary due to the HIPPA regulations. We still
provide a monetary gift to the non-incomers
who receive no income. However, since we are
not able to get the names of those members, it is
done through a deposit to their bank accounts
at the Home, and then they are notified by the
Activities Department who donated the money.

Also, since there are only 20 women at the
Home, we have decided to eliminate the annual
luncheon for the women and give them a mon-
etary gift instead. We use the same procedure
in depositing the money as that done for the
non-incomers.

We currently have approximately 300 mem-
bers at the Home and are honored to serve them
as they have served us.

Once again I would like to thank all those
who volunteer hours and donations. My thanks
also to my three deputies — First Deputy Pamela
McVeigh, Second Deputy Judy Jones, and Third
Deputy Dorothy McCarthy. Without their sup-
port, we couldn’t accomplish as much as we do.
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Poppy Days

Miranda Jones, Chairman

To start out lets talk about POPPY DAYS!
Poppy days are a great way to socialize and spread
the meaning of the poppy but remember we DIS-
TRIBUTE the poppies; we do not sell them. Na-
tional Poppy Day is May 25, 2018. That may be
the national day, but that doesn’t mean you can’t
spread the word on other days! Always wear a
poppy and have a couple of poppies on you. Not
only will people compliment you on the flower but
it will also give you a chance to tell the story and
the meaning of the poppy.

On to poppy contests! Get as many entries as
possible in all categories! Let’s show that Michigan
competitive spirit! Please Follow the Department
Guides. The District winning poster must be sent
to me by April 15, 2018, with a green slip. Once
you have judged your winners in District send
the winning poster to me, but bring all the other
ones to Department Convention so we can display
them and make sure they get a certificate of partic-
ipation. They won't be judged and DO NOT need
a green slip.

This year we are trying something New, so
The new contest is poppy posters for auxiliary

members 18 and up. Show our skills, ladies! The
18 and older contest follows the same rules as the
Poppy Poster Contest in the Guides. Bring them
to Department Convention where they will be dis-
played, and a winner will be selected.

We have an amazing group of ladies on
the poppy team this year. Alicia has been work-
ing hard with unit 4 Sr. Miss. Poppy is distribut-
ing poppies and the story of the poppy at parades
and to her teachers. Emily has been promoting
the poppy and the poppy poster contest. Unit 4
Sr miss poppy along with unit 377 Sr and Jr Miss
Poppy have been working hard promoting our
Poppy Program. Share pictures on Facebook #ala-
rockstars and #alapoppy also share on the Depart-
ment of Michigan poppy program page.

Don't forget about our other contest also the
Artistic Creation Contest, Poppy Centerpiece,
Poppy Corsage, Window Display, Jr and Sr Miss
Poppy Book and many more. Please follow the
guides if you have questions please call the com-
mittee or me. We are here to help you.

Let us know what our poppy girls are doing!

ANSWERING THE CALL
Rosemary Maciejewski
On a Hot August Friday afternoon, I re-

ceived a call from our unit Chaplin Harriet
Sturim for the northeastern unit for 459. She
had gotten a call from a rehabilitation cen-
ter, and they were requesting some help for
an elderly veteran. She said the apartment
complex had taken that opportunity when
the veteran was recovering, to deep clean his
apartment. However, the cleaning compa-
ny was not going to wash his clothes. They
were wondering if we could find some help
for him.

I told Harriet I don't see why not that we
could accomplish this because it was an el-
derly veteran. I've then asked her to set up a
time please and a date with the apartment
complex to pick up the clothes. Upon arrival
at the apartment, it became very apparent
that the cleaning company had taken and
just bagged everything into multiple extra,
extra large plastic bags. There was absolute-
ly no sense of order in any of the bags. There
was a total of 8 extra, extra large bags each
one Filled from everything from A to Z with
mismatched clothes, anything from a navy
blue wool sports coat (that accidentally was
washed) to fine embroidered linens and up-
holstery fabric use. Use your imagination
because we found it all.

As we were opening up the bags, we
looked at each other. Then took a step back
and said this is why we do what we do, ser-
vice for our veterans not self. Our undertak-
ing was realized 6 %2 hours later and $47.00.

But it was now cleanly sorted and labeled in
smaller bags; we want to make sure it was or-
derly when given back to the veteran.

For the lives, you touch you will never
know how much easier it is for them by do-
ing just simple little things Remembered as
we go through the holiday season if you get
that call answer it. The task may not be easy
but doing the right thing is why we do what
we do.

|
|
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Legislative Update
Deborah Williamson, Chairman

Hooray, Hooray, hooray! The
American Legions centennial coin has
now passed the Senate and is awaiting
President Trump’s signature. Thank you
to all who contacted your representa-
tives in Washington for helping get this
passed. So, you can see, it does pay to get
our goals out there. Thank you again.

At Fall Conference in Muskegon,
I read off a lot of websites for Legisla-
tive resources. I know it is hard to write
all these websites down, so I am giving
them to you again only in writing. The
Legislative resources and websites are:

1. AMERICAN LEGION AUX-
ILIARY ADVOCACY GUIDE: an
informative tool discussing advocacy,
relationship building and communica-
tion with your legislators; a list of key
legislative websites and sample letters
are included. Available for free down-
load at www.ALAforVeterans.org.

2. ALA e-NEWS: The American
Legion Auxiliary’s monthly newsletter.
Sign up with your e-mail address on the
Auxiliary’s website to receive legislative
updates.

3. THE DISPATCH: A month-
ly publication of the American Legion
describing current legislative issues and
other news pertinent to the American
Legion Family. To subscribe, at the cost
of $15.00 a year, call the American Le-
gion at 317-630-1298 or online at www.
legion.org/dispatch. There is also a
“Digital Dispatch” which is available at
the same website I just read.

4. CONGRESS FOR KIDS: Inter-
active, fun-filled experiences designed
to help grades 4- 12 learn about the
foundation of our federal government
and how its actions affect them. www.
congressforkids.net/index.htm.

5. MEMBERS OF CONGRESS:
Can be found at www.senate.gov and
www.house.gov .

6. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
Can be found at www.legion.org/legis-
lative/resources and www.ALAforVet-
erans.org.

Music News
Robin Basarabska, Chariman

Happy 2018, Everyone! I hope you
all had a magical holiday season!

Don't forget to include music at
your meetings and submit your reports
for an award! There are two awards
that you can apply for, the Hildegard
Korff Citation, awarded to the District
Chairman submitting the best monthly
reports of the year regarding music ac-
tivity, and the Goldie Brooks Citation,

awarded to the Unit Chairman sub-
mitting the best monthly reports of the
year regarding music activity. There are
$0 many ways to incorporate music into
your Auxiliary life!

Examples include singing “Happy
Birthday” to members, starting and/or
ending meetings with songs, members
sing at their churches, nursing homes,
going Christmas Caroling, observing
the Department Presidents special
song, finding and utilizing songs that
pertain to veterans and explaining the
meaning of the songs, learning about
the composers and the history of the
songs, inviting the high school bands
and a pipe and drum corps to take part
in the Memorial Day or Veteran’s Day
parade in your community, and inviting
musicians to entertain at the Posts.

Those are just a few examples! Use
your imaginations and be creative. Mu-
sic is the rhythm of life. Use it and let
me know how you do, maybe you will
earn an award for it! Stay warm and safe
this winter!

You Don’t Have to be a
PR Expert!

Margo Forrester, Chairman

You don’t have to be a PR Expert
to get the word out! Visit alaforvet-
erans.org, log in with your Member
ID, click on the Members Only tab
& scroll to PR/Marketing Resources.
There you will find a variety of Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary banners (5),
posters (18), a donation can labels (4),
and flyer templates (5). You also have
access Marketing Tools that include a
PR Toolkit, a PowerPoint, Newsletter
& Stationery Templates & more.

Social Media is free! Post or
Tweet your events, news & needs.
Some Units already have pages & oth-
ers utilize a joint Post Family page.

Simply be visible by wearing ALA
brand apparel or distributing ALA
brand items. Order online from em-
blem.legion.org., click on the Auxil-
iary tab where you can find apparel,
correspondence, decals & magnets,
name tags, patches, pins & tacks.
Click on the American Legion tab,
under Books Pamphlets & CD’s; there
are flag education materials & 3 patri-
otic comic books available. If you are
not online, you can call 888 453-4466
& a representative can assist.

Are you not online? You don’t
have to be online to mail letters or
drop off flyers. You can contact news-
papers & television stations to inform
of a big event. There is nothing wrong
with an inspiring home-made post-
er, flyer or sign. If your Unit is out
in public, perhaps bring along your
American & Auxiliary flags. They
make a great statement too!

You don’t have to be an expert to
inform, inspire or move people to ac-
tion!

--Note-The PR Star “Service Sel-
fie” Winners will be posted on our
American Legion Auxiliary Depart-
ment of Michigan Facebook page
early in the New Year! --

UP Winter Greetings from
D.]. Jacobetti

Home for Veterans
Wanda Westman,
Hospital Representative

By the time you read this, our
175 residents will have enjoyed
Christmas and all the festivities. In
December the home is busy with
family members visiting and lots
of activities. Lots of groups visit to
greet and entertain our residents.
As I am writing this, we are busy
receiving and sorting the gifts from
the UPAA Units for the Christmas
Gift Shop, which was December
7-8. Each resident can choose up to
five presents for themselves or fam-
ily members. Many wonderful vol-
unteers come to help and make the
“shopping” fun for our residents.
We gift wrap their presents and in-
clude a Christmas card with a pop-
py and note inside explaining the
gifts were purchased by the ALA
Units using poppy funds. We hope
that “brand” recognition will in-
crease your units poppy donations.
Our gift shop is valued at $10,000,
but it could be a million for all the
smiles these gifts bring.

Our weekly bingo party is
held every Monday from 1:00-3:
00 PM and is attended by 50 to 60
residents. Many thanks to our lo-
cal Units that sponsor bingo once
a month. We also subscribe to 31
magazines for the library and keep
busy clearing out old issues, over
1-month old which the home re-
quires. We maintain a greeting
card rack for members to have free
of charge. We always need sympa-
thy and special holiday cards. Our
Junior Auxiliary makes tray favors
for the residents and plants flowers
and vegetables in the spring. One
family has been coming here for
16 years to help. Several Auxiliary
Units participate in our “Adopt-A-
Vet” program. These units visit,
send cards, gifts or money for the
Vets. Some of our residents have
no family close by and need a lit-
tle “TLC,” these Units make a huge
effect on their lives. Our thanks to
Greenwood Unit #114 for having

a busload of our residents come to
their post every other month for
lunch and bingo. Thank you also to
Munising Unit #131 who came up
to cook us that wonderful fish fry
every year. We also celebrate Moth-
er’s Day, Father’s Day and of course
every day is Veterans Day around
here.

My special project is all the ac-
tivities and entertainment I men-
tioned. As one of our readers re-
minded me several years ago, if
I didn’t have to fundraise I could
concentrate even more on the pro-
grams for the residents at Jacobetti.
So my challenge to you is to go to
your Unit meetings find out if your
Unit still has poppy money left and
make a donation to a Veteran Fa-
cility project. If you Unit does not
have any poppy funds left, come up
with a plan to increase your poppy
distribution funs this year.

As always, send your donation
to Department earmarked for Jaco-
betti Home and always make your
check out to the American Legion
Auxiliary. If you do mail directly
to the Jacobetti Home, please put to
my attention and still make checks
payable to ALA.

At this critical time when our
country is dealing with so many
issues, the conflicts, and the econ-
omy, let us not forget the sacrifices
that were made to give us the free-
doms we have today. Help us to
maintain the spirit, pride, and wel-
fare of our Veteran. The need for
new volunteers is greater than ever
before. Remember, the greatest gift
you can give a Veteran is your time
and heartfelt thanks.

Reminder

American Legion
Department of
Michigan
Winter Meeting is

February 16-18, 2018

Marriott Eagle Crest
Resort and Conference
Center
Ypsilanti
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Record Post Histories

Marilyn Britten, Department Historian

If your Post disappeared tomorrow, how would anyone know
what you did?

Keeping the story of your Post and its works are vital to your
community. It is the record of your good works for your community
and its kids. You know what you do for others but if you never tell
anyone or record it how will others ever know. We all do something
for others, and many specialize in one or two programs. The work
your Post does is all good but don’t hide it. Let everyone know what
you do and record it in a Post History Book and enter it in the State
Contest. The American Legion 2017 Officer’s Guide and Manual of
Ceremonies, starts on page 147, contains information on how to put
together a history of posts. Each post has received a copy of this doc-
ument that lays out not only this topic but has information on all
things Legion.

The easiest way to explain what we do is to have a written history
of your Post. When you meet prospective members, it is a huge asset
to have a record that shows through pictures and words what we
stand for and do for others, especially our fellow veterans. The media
is also a way of spreading the word, be it in print or electronic.

We are almost 100 years old; please join others in helping to car-
ry on the mission. Please record your histories, and I encourage you
to enter the Department History Book Contest. Remember the Le-
gion also wants Posts to record and save their entire history on the
American Legion Centennial website. To learn more visit https://
centennial.legion.org

Watch for Your
WINTER SWEEPSTAKES
in the mail now

Your chance to win 19 cash prizes
Top Prize $5000

MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE
Three Challenges

Jerry Kelley, Chairman

Welcome to 2018 and an exciting year for our Boys State
Program. As Legionnaires and SAL members know, Amer-
ican Legion Boys State is “A National Civics Leadership
Program” that teaches young men leadership skills while
also helping them learn how our government was designed
to work. As we embark on our second year at Grand Valley
State University and our 80th Program year, we have three
challenges that we would like to meet. We need more Legion-
naires and SAL members to volunteer their help during Boys
State, we need more young men to attend the Boys State Pro-
gram, and we need financial assistance.

AMERICAN 10N

S A RE
MICHIGAN

During the Department Conference at the Marriott Hotel in Ypsilanti on Febru-
ary 17th, the Boys State Committee will hold their planning meeting for Boys State
2018 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. As part of this meeting, we will also provide infor-
mation and answer questions about how you can help at Boys State. Have you ever
thought about helping at Boys State? During the meeting will be the time to get your
questions answered and to consider helping at Boys State.

Having volunteers helping at Boys State is one of our priorities, while a second
very high priority is increasing the numbers of boys who attend Boys State. If every-
one one of our approximately 400 American Legion Posts and 180 Sal Squadrons were
to sponsor one young man to Boys State, we would double our attendance and pro-
vide our schools and communities with more young men with leadership skills and
knowledge of our governmental process. In 2017 we had 75 of our American Legion
Posts, 5 SAL Squadrons and 2 Districts sponsor young men to Boys State. Everyone’s
help will be greatly appreciated.

And the third challenge, financial assistance arises from Posts and SAL Squad-
rons that can find young men to send to Boys State but do not have the financial
where-with-all to cover the cost fully. Posts and Squadrons who have money to spon-
sor a young man but are not able to find a young man to attend, please help the Posts
and Squadrons who have young men but not the financial resources. Send your check
to Department, and we will match it with a young man with no financial sponsor.

We look forward to you, your Post or your Squadron helping us meet these chal-
lenges. Also, Boys State is looking for Quiz Bowl Equipment for your Quiz Bowl
Tournament. If you have the equipment to loan, donate or would like to purchase
for us, please contact Jerry Kelley, Boys State Director at jkelley2136@sbcglobal.net .

Legislative News
Tim Poxson, Chairman

Since the beginning of the American Legion, the
Legion has been involved with Legislative issues at
every level of Government. The American Legion
in 1921 proposed the Federal Veterans Bureau that
later became the Veterans Affairs Department in
1930. In 1923 American Legion wrote the Flag Code
and lobbied Congress for the next 18 years to pass
what we know today as the U.S. Flag Code. In 1934
the Legion helped to pass Public Law 141 to protect
Disabled Veterans from budget cuts because of the
Economy Act. In 1940 the Legion testified before
Congress about a lack of bed space at V.A. medical
facilities.

In 1943 Past American Legion National Com-
mander Harry Colmery wrote the Serviceman’s Re-
adjustment Act, it was passed by Congress and be-
came the GI bill in 1944. The American Legion has
been a leader in updating the GI Bill and expanding
it to cover all Veterans.

As you can see from the very start of the Amer-

ican Legion, we have been involved making chang-
es for the betterment of military veterans and those
in the currently serving. We continue that tradition
of working with legislative issues by supporting, not
supporting or being neutral on bills proposed at all
levels of government. Because of the American Le-
gion, we were able to limit spending cuts to the Vet-
eran Service Officer Program at the State Level. At
the Michigan Department level, we have a paid staff
person, Mark Sutton who works tirelessly to make
sure your voice is heard at the State of Michigan Leg-
islators both in the House and Senate.

Your Department Commander appoints a leg-
islative committee to work with Mark Sutton to ac-
complish the goal of making sure that proposed
bills by the House or Senate are in the best interest
of most veterans in this State. The committee works
with Mark and member (s) of the House or Senate to
sponsor legislation that we feel will benefit our Mich-
igan veterans.

When working with Michigan Legislator’s we
have to be mindful of the fact that we have to look
at each bill that the Committee supports as being

important enough to spend capital. By that state-
ment, I am saying that we cannot support every bill
that has the word veteran in it because if we did, we
would lose credibility with the very people we need
to work within the state legislature. Your commit-
tee may need your help at some point should a bill
that requires an extra push to pass it into law. If the
committee does need your support, we may ask that
you call your elected Senator or Representative. We
may ask you to come to Lansing and join us in a
committee meeting with your Legion cap on to show
that Legionaries’ are watching and want some action
on a bill. If at some time you have an idea for a bill
that needs to be supported or even written that in-
volves veterans welfare; please contact Mark Sutton
at department headquarters in Lansing. If issues that
involve legislative matters come up at your post or
proposed at the state level that you feel department
should support or oppose contact the legislative
committee. And yes we may not support every bill
that comes up, we are looking out for the best interest
of all Michigan veterans.
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2018 WINTER BANQUET RESERVATION FORM

Ann Arbor Marriott Eagle Crest
Friday February 16, 2018
Social: 6:00 pm  Dinner: 7:00 pm
$30.00 per person

** Credit card reservations can be done online at www.michiganlegion.org **

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Please select for type of dinners and quantity
Beef Chicken __ Fish___ Vegetarian
Make checks payable and send to:

The American Legion, Department of Michigan

212 N. Verlinden Lansing, M| 48915

Questions? kim@michiganlegion.org

Deadline for reservations is January 17, 2018 No Refunds after this date

WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION

WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE
MEAL TOGETHER

Dignity

MFMORIA[
r:% LIFE WELL CELEBRATED" EO

CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION
TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM (248) 804-8493

2018 WINTER MEETING SCHEDULE

As of 12-6-2017
* SUBJECT TO CHANGE *

Friday, February 16, 2018
10:00 a.m. Auxiliary E Board
Elizabeth Ann

10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Registration
Atrium

1:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.
TRAINING - New Post Online Re-
newals Auditorium 2

1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.  Registration
Atrium Auxiliary Elizabeth Ann

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 %
TRAINING - Charitable Gaming
Auditorium 2

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Legion Head-
quarters Salon 5

3:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

TRAINING - Liquor Control Com-
mission Auditorium 2

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Social hour
Salon 3

7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. Winter Confer-
ence Banquet Salon Ballroom

Saturday, February 17, 2018

8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.  Registration
Atrium

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Legion Head-
quarters Salon 5

8:45a.m.-9:15am.  Perm Time

and Place - assign Resolutions Salon 5

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Auxiliary
Elizabeth Ann

9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.  Education &
Scholarship Comm (only 5 ppl) Conf
Room A

9:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. Baseball Com-

mittee Conf Room B

9:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m Post Develop-
ment Committee Conf Room C

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  Mich Leader-
ship College Committee Conf Room D

9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Finance/Per-
sonnel Committee  Salon 3
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. S.A.L. DEC

meeting Auditorium 2

10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Reconnect
Committee Conf Room D

10:00 a.m. — 12:00 a.m. Membership
Committee Conf Room C

10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Boys’ State
Committee Conf Room B

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Legislative
Committee Conf Room D

11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Lunch break

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 3rd Zone Meet-
ing Conf Room C

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. M. A. L. P A.
(no room neededf)

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Past
Department Commanders/Wives
Lunch Salon 1-2

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Auxiliary
Luncheon in lower restaurant
Dining Room 3

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Internal Af-
fairs Committee Conf Room B

1:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. VA / VA Com-
mittee Conf Room C

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Permanent Time
& Place Conf Room D
(Convention & Conference selections)

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 pm.  Media &
Communications Committee
Auditorium 2

2:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Legion Riders
Meeting Conf Room A

2:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
National Security & Foreign Relations
Comm Conf Room B

2:00 p.m.. - 3:00 p.m.
mittee Conf Room C

VA & R Com-

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Wilwin Meeting
Conf Room D

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Social Media
Training Class Auditorium 2
(All are welcome)

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Shootin
Sports Class Auditorium 2

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 pm.  Legion DEC
Meeting Salon 4 & 6

Raffle drawing immediately following
DEC meeting

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Reception for
National Vice Commander
Salon 1

Sunday, February 18, 2018

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Legion DEC
Meeting Salon 4 & 6



Scouting News

Clyde Sinclair, chairman
Standing for the National
Anthem

Like many of you, my first formal
education regarding flag and anthem
etiquette was when I began attending
grade school. We began every morn-
ing standing at attention, with hand
on our heart, saluting the flag as we
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Our
classes back then were filled with all
kinds of study including music, where
we learned and sang numerous songs,
one being the National Anthem.

I suppose I was fortunate to grow
up in a rural setting shortly after
WWII when nearly everyone on our
country road was a veteran and patri-
otism was high. As I grew older and
became active in the Boy Scouts, I
learned much more about our coun-
try and patriotism.

Have you ever wondered if chil-
dren still recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance in grade school? Perhaps you
live in a district like ours that still
carries that practice on, but there’s a
good chance that you don’t. Unlike
most states, Michigan has no law re-
garding the Pledge or the National
Anthem. Consider for a moment,
how confused some young children
must be by the events of today.
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As Legionnaires, we associate
ourselves together for specific pur-
poses, three of which are:

« To foster and perpetuate a one
hundred percent Americanism;

« To inculcate a sense of indi-
vidual obligation to the community,
state, and nation;

o To safeguard and transmit
to posterity the principles of justice,
freedom, and democracys;

I don’t mean to put you on the
spot, but how are you doing in your
effort to fulfill these tasks? How is
your Post doing in accomplishing
these objectives in your community?

Often our inability to effectively
accomplish these promises is due to
a lack of resources or ideas that we
can easily commit to. Fortunately,
the American Legion has numerous
resources that can be shared within a
classroom or Scout Unit, such as:

o “I Pledge Allegiance,” “Our
Country’s Flag” and “Light of Lib-
erty” - These three comic book style
publications are perfect for you to
present and discuss, with Cub Scouts
or in an elementary school classroom.

« “Lets Be Right on Flag Eti-
quette” -This is a great publication
that a Legionnaire should share with
every Cub Scout Pack and Boy Scout

Hotel Reservations

There is a block of rooms being held at
$115 (plus tax) per night. Check in is

THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF

2018 WINTER MEETING FEBRUARY 16 - 18
Ann Arbor Marriott Ypsilanti at Eagle Crest

Troop on a regular basis. This great
booklet contains the Flag Code and
numerous notes and suggestions re-
lating to presenting and displaying
the flag.

o For Which It Stands” is a
20-minute flag education video
which explains the history, signifi-
cance, meaning, proper display, and
treatment of the U.S. Flag. With it are
flexible presentation options for ei-
ther teachers or Legion members. It
is recommended for grades 5-9.

o In addition to the above, there
are patriotic stickers, bookmarks, and
rulers available.

Every Legionnaire shares an ap-
preciation for this nation. Many of
us have traveled the world and have
seen how other people live and have
seen how other countries govern their
citizens. We have learned to appreci-
ate and value what we have, what our
forefathers created. If we are to pre-
serve this nation, then we must be
sure that every child is aware of those
things that make us so very fortunate.
To accomplish this, we must reach out
and share our experiences and edu-
cate them regarding all the things that
makeup Americanism.

There’s no doubt that one of the
easiest ways to accomplish this is to
become involved with Scouting. As

Please type or print clearly:

Deadline: Monday, Jan. 15, 2018

a Legionnaire, commit to teaching
flag etiquette and the Pledge of Al-
legiance to young scouts. Become a
Merit Badge counselor for the citi-
zenship merit badges, Citizenship in
the Community, Citizenship in the
Nation and Citizenship in the World.
I guarantee you will be well received
and appreciated as well as receiving
a great sense of satisfaction for your
time. There is little you can do with
the little time it takes to teach these
badges that will have such a huge life-
long impact upon the young men of
this nation. Having a Legionnaire ap-
pear in uniform and spend time with
the Scouts, will be a highlight they
will not soon forget.

I encourage questions regarding
what I have written or other scout-
ing related matters. Please send your
comments and questions to me at mi-
legionscouting@usa.com. In addition
to any questions, I would appreciate
hearing ideas on how the Department
could help support Scouting in Mich-
igan.

Action Item: The deadlines for
applications for the Guy Wilson and
the William & Jewell Brewer Scholar-
ships are January 8th.

Action Item: Eagle Scout of the
Year: Deadline date to State Head-
quarters is March 1, 2018.

FACEBOOK TRAINING AT

WINTER MEETING

Media & Communications Committee

will presenting information on how to pro-

mote event, meetings, and other effective

available after 3:00 pm. Name:
e Address: ways to use your Post and District Face-
City: State: Zip: book pages.
Email:
Phone: Facebook is a powerful tool to communi-

cate with your members and community.

For more information regarding registration, please contact Kim Siedelberg at 517.371.4720 x13 or email

Rates and availability are only guaranteed
thru the deadline on January 15, 2018.
Reservations can be made online at
www.michiganlegion.org Winter Meeting

support@michiganlegion.org

Registrants

Last Name

Learn how to use this social media tool.

Affiliation
(Legion, Aux, SAL)

First Name Phone
Marriott at Eagle Crest
1275 S. Huron Street
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

1-800-228-9290
Meeting Registration

Registration

Saturday February 17 at 2 PM.

badges are required for
attendance at all meetings. The fee is $15.00.

Please make checks payable to Michigan

American Legion and send to:

Total Amount Enclosed: # of Registrations X $15.00 = $
212 N. Verlinden Lansing, MI 48915
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Around the State...
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Lillian Larson (Greenwood) American Legion Post 114
(Post, Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion) recent-
ly donated $2,200 to Mission #13 of the U.P. Honor Flight,
enabling U.P. military veterans to visit memorials in Wash-
ington, DC; this included vets from World War Il, Korea and
more recent conflicts. Shown are — Front row L-R: Richard
Sharland, Dean Stephens, Bruce llves, Honor Flight Co-or-
dinator Scott Knauf, Kim Wyckoff, Howard Wood, Mike
Michell. Back row: Greg Grund, Dennis LaFond, Erland
Bickers, Scott Marietti, Mark Korpi, Mike Fraser.
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Fulton school Children with Veterans Appreciation
day Elmer Lerette 8th District Commander, Carson

City Post Commander Duane Conklin with his color

¥ y‘w/
American Legion Post 217 Americanism Committee
members visited Vietnam Veteran Michael Hancock on
Veterans Day. Michael received a potted plant with an
American flag in it. Legion members present are Pete
Kalil, Commander Bob Salamon, Sr. Vice Mike Huber,
and Walt Szuper. What a great way to start our Veter-
ans Day activities.

The Michigan Americn Legion Homeless Task Force pre-
sented (L)Richard McDonald (Post#305) of Community Re-
builders with a plaque and a check for $1,000 for his efforts

Guard
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to house 16 homeless veteran families and five single veter-
ans in furnished apartments be-
. o o R fore Christmas. Presenting the
Michigan Centennial Coin Order Form [plaque and check are Catherine

Buckley Committeemen HVTF
and 5th District Commander Eric

YES! I want to order the Michigan Centennial Coin! e
elson

Please send me at $15 each to the following address:

American Legion Riders Post #179 and K-9 Camo
Companions combined efforts to install a fence for a dis-
able Iraqgi Veteran. Rider Director Joe Mosketti (Post #179

SAL), K-9 Director Clyde Sinclair (Post#102) Fence Installer
Jerry Dennis |l (Post#459 SAL)

2nd Vice Commander Jim Butt, and our Sgt.-at-Arms Dale
Sirkle recently purchased, wrapped and delivered Christ-
mas gifts to the Selfridge Family Readiness Program as part
of their 2017 Adopt-A-Military Family for Christmas Program

Emily Terhune of Unit #459
with Lieutenant Tom Merrill
of the Grand Rapids Police
idf Department. She present-

ed him a check for $2,250
' to the Grand Rapids Po-
lice Foundation to send in-

ner-city children at risk to
. Camp O’Malley.

100 years of Michigan Veterans
serving Michigan Veterans

Make check out to American Legion Department of Michigan.
Send check or money order to
Michigan American Legion
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI 48915
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Price includes shipping/handling/taxes
visit WWW.MICHIGANLEGION.ORG to order online through PayPal
Call Mark Sutton at 517.371.4720 ext 16 for questions
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Address: |
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