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AMERICAN LEGION POST 396 RAISING AWARENESS OF PTSD AT CHARITY HOCKEY GAME
MICHIGAN WARRIOR HOCKEY VS. GARDEN CITY HEROES

The American Legion Testimonial Dinner April 7 - page 19

LaDonna Austhof

Local heroes re-
cently took to the ice 
to highlight post-trau-
matic stress disorder 
(PTSD) awareness. The 
Garden City Hockey 4 
Heroes game brought 
together veterans, police 
officers and firefighters, 
along with several hun-
dred community spec-
tators for this 2nd annu-
al event. This fast-paced 

and fun competition between the Garden City Heroes 
team and The Michigan Warriors, a team of disabled 
veterans, has done more than just bring awareness. 

Police officers and veterans came together after 
last year’s Hockey 4 Heroes game to form an ad hoc 
committee to address the issue of PTSD within the 
Garden City community.  American Legion Post 396 
approached the city council with the idea after passing 
a resolution to recognize that community outreach 
must include the first responders and family members 
as well.  The PTSD Committee members include vet-
erans with PTSD, a psychologist, a sociologist, and a 

member of 
the Garden 
City Police 
Department.  
The hope 
is to form a 
p e r mane nt 
coalition in 

the future. 
The group leaves the treatment of PTSD to oth-

ers, while focusing on educating veterans and first re-
sponders on how to recognize PTSD as well as where 
to get treatment.  One of the first stops for veterans is 
their local American Legion post service officer, ac-
cording to Committee Chairman Brian Chmielewski, 
who is also the past commander of Post 396.  Service 
officers are volunteers trained to help veterans apply 
for and understand the benefits they may be eligible 
for.  The Post 396 service officer is available every 
Thursday from 4:30-7:30 p.m.  Appointments are en-
couraged, but walk-ins at the post are taken as well.  
Post Service Officer Bob Gillette will even go with 
the veteran to the Down River Community Center to 
meet with the State of Michigan Veteran Service Of-
ficer (VSO), who is a full-time employee trained and 
accredited by Veterans Affairs (VA). Gillette assisted 
more than 200 veterans last year to obtain the benefits 
they earned.  The phrase “no man left behind” does 
not stop on the battlefield. 

American Legion 16th District Commander and 
Post 396 Past Commander Mike Globke echoes Ch-
mielowski on the mission for awareness. “Many do not 
know they even have PTSD, let alone where to go to 
get help,” he stated. The events, along with the work of 
the committee, bring the issue into the open. A PTSD 
Awareness Seminar in Garden City is planned by the 
committee for March of this year.

PTSD is brought on by experiencing or witnessing 
a terrifying, often life-threatening event.  The symp-
toms may include flashbacks, nightmares, severe anxi-
ety, as well as uncontrollable thoughts about the event.  
How these symptoms manifest themselves in an in-
dividual’s behavior can vary from person to person.  

Veterans Affairs, along with many other sources, cite 
7-8 percent of the U.S. population will have PTSD at 
some point in their lives.  Veterans and first respond-
ers are more often exposed to violent situations, and 
experience PTSD at rates of 11-20 percent, with some 
studies listing it as high as 30 percent in these two 
populations.  

Garden City Hockey 4 Heroes came about from 
the Guns and Hoses games started by Garden City 
Police Officer Bruce Shippe and Garden City Fire-
fighter Tom Wincel seven years ago during the reces-
sion.  “We were all doing more for less; tensions were 
high,” explained Shippe.  “One day working out in the 
gym we asked ourselves how we could get our guys 
together and get the public out to have some fun.”  The 
proceeds from the games have always gone to various 
local charities.  “When the game was rebranded last 
year, we teamed up with the veterans, and designated 
PTSD as our cause.  The help from the post has been 
phenomenal.” The fact that both groups are at risk and 
both have a need for PTSD awareness make the pair-
ing a natural.  Shippe sings the praises of the various 
groups and individuals who come together to benefit 
the entire community. 

The involvement of the department on the com-
mittee benefits first responders in two ways. Having an 
officer represent the Garden City Police Department 
on the committee means that first-hand information 
and education on PTSD and the treatment available is 
brought back to the department.  First and foremost, 
this knowledge helps any officers who may be experi-
encing PTSD themselves. Second, the knowledge has 
proven useful to officers responding to calls. 

“We are getting information for our guys and gals, 
and it helps us when we are out on the road with what 

cont. page 11
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Forward, March
Eddie Brown

Greetings, Le-
gion Family. It seems 
like the year has 
barely begun and 
we are already into 
March. We’ve had 

some wonderful Family events like the 
Oratorical Contests, Four Chaplains 
Services, Americanism Banquets and 
Winter Meeting.  It is so nice to see a 
good turn out and our great camarade-
rie and patriotism.  We have either gone 
through or shared some similar life and 
heart changing experiences. That’s why 
“For God and Country we associate 
ourselves together.”  Okay, some people 
in our communities, states and nation 
don’t get it.  But, let’s not be bitter or 
harsh with them.  It’s up to us to teach 
them, especially the children, in love.  

 Forget the partisan politics for 
a minute.  I personally was inspired 
by President Trump, our Command-
er-in-Chief, during his State of the 
Union Address.  I particularly liked 
the story of Preston Sharp, the 12-year-
old boy in California.  When realizing 
that many Veteran’s graves were not 

being honored on Veteran’s Day, Pres-
ton organized a campaign to place flags 
on their graves.  Someone taught that 
boy right.  Because of the sacrifice of 
our Veterans, police and other first re-
sponders Trump reminded us, “That is 
why we salute our flag, why we put our 
hands on our hearts for the pledge of al-
legiance, and why we proudly stand for 
the national anthem.”  I still swell with 
pride when the National Anthem comes 
on the TV and my 7-year-old grand-
daughter runs to the middle of the floor 
and yells, “Stand up everybody,” and 
puts her little hand on her heart.  Some-
times, she follows it up with the Pledge 
of Allegiance for safe keeping.

 We have so many good events com-
ing up but I want to remind you of the 
Joint District Memorial Services that 
we have each year, mostly in May.  We 
need to get the word out about them 
being open to families and the commu-
nity.  I have been contacted by a couple 
of Districts already about some of their 
plans.  In one District they are going 
to have their service separate from a 
meeting night, to give more meaning 
to the service.  The Post Adjutants and 
Chaplains need to work together to 
get the listings of names to the District 

Chaplains early so materials and read-
ings can be prepared.  This is very im-
portant as it is usually easier to update 
documents rather than to try to put 
them together at the last minute.  Too 
many times family or friends bring up 
someone not listed.  We want to honor 
all of those who have transferred to Post 
Everlasting.  And, we want this to be a 
time of healing and remembrance.  I al-
ways find comfort in the words of John 
14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My peace 
I give you... Do not let your hearts be 
troubled or be afraid.”

 Another event I’m fond of in March 
is St. Patrick’s Day.  I come from an Ap-
palachian Kentucky family but I’m told 
that I’m part Irish, Scottish and possi-
bly English (which explains some inter-
esting family gatherings-lol).  But, our 
good friend Pat Lafferty would tell you 
that we’re all a little Irish on St. Paddy’s 
Day.  So, I’ll leave you with this blessing:  
May the road rise to meet you.  May the 
wind be always at your back.  May the 
sun shine warm upon your face.  And 
rains fall soft upon your fields.  And un-
til we meet again, may God hold you in 
the hollow of His hand.  Amen 

The American Legion’s of-
ficial training program for of-
ficers, members, Legion Col-
lege applicants and those who 
simply want to expand their 
knowledge of the nation’s larg-
est veterans service organiza-
tion is now available online.

Already taken the old 
course? The American Legion 
Extension Institute has been 
rewritten, updated, stream-
lined and enhanced with vid-
eos, digital photos, clickable 
links, a historical timeline and 
additional features. The pro-

gram should take less than two 
hours to complete. It is divided 
into six sections, with a quiz at 
the end of each one, followed 
by a final exam.

How Does it Work?

Course Structure

The course is arranged into 
5 major topic areas and 1 con-
cluding section. Each section 
will present information about 
the topic via text, images and 
video.

Evaluation

At the end of each topic area 
there is a quiz that will help 
gauge your understanding of 
the material.

When you’ve completed 
each section quiz, you’ll be able 
to take the final exam. The 
exam will take roughly 30 min-
utes to complete.

Take the course at: 

www.legion.org/alei
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headquarters

Happy BirtHday american Legion

The Time to Talk to High School Students and their Parents is Now
Ron Runyan, State Adjutant

Brett Holt, 
Department 
Commander

99 years ago on 
March 15, 1919, 
a group of ser-
vice-members met 

in Paris, France to discuss forming 
The American Legion.  Did any of 
them think what they were doing 
then would last until now?  Did they 
have the vision to see ninety-nine 
years into the future?

I sometimes wonder, as they sat 
in that hall in Paris, if any of them 
thought about the impact they 
would have on this country.  World 
War I was the “war to end all wars” 
so how far into the future did they 
look?  

It is easy to be the Monday 
morning quarterback with what has 
happened in the last 99 years, but 
back then did they foresee Ameri-

can Legion Post’s change the policy 
of states?  The Ames Post in Iowa 
promoted driver license tests and 
the use of police lights throughout 
the state.  (Note: they witnessed the 
Michigan State Police use of lights 
and took it back to Iowa.)

Did they envision the hundreds 
of VA Medical Centers, Commu-
nity Based Outpatient Clinics, and 
Veteran Centers used by millions of 
Veterans every year for medical and 
other needs throughout the coun-
try?  Or did they just want their 
buddy to get help?

In Michigan, the doughboys 
came right home and began ad-
ministering the “Michigan Patriot 
Fund” from the State of Michigan.  
This fund was created to help ser-
vice member families in need while 
the soldier, sailor, or Marine were 
serving in Europe.  As they came 
home, the fund was used to help the 
returning service-members receive 

help with their injuries or go back 
to school.  Legionnaires lobbied and 
won.  

Today we can look back and be 
proud of the work Legionnaires in 
the past have done, and we can ap-
plaud those working hard today to 
continue carrying the torch.  

What do you see in the future?  
Can you see 100 years into the fu-
ture for us?  What would your 
crystal ball say about the Legion 
one-hundred years from now?  To 
me, it is hard to know because we 
do not know how many more wars 
there will be.  We don’t know how 
many troops will be used to fight 
those wars, and we don’t know how 
much time we have in the future.

The next 100 years matters to 
The American Legion, but as our 
99th Birthday comes on March 15, 
let us recommit ourselves to writ-
ing and teaching others about our 

past.  Our centennial is here today.  
We are entering our one-hundredth 
year of service to our Veterans.  
One-hundred years of Veterans Af-
fairs and Rehabilitation, American-
ism, Youth, and National Defense 
our four pillars.  One-hundred 
years of service to our fellow Veter-
ans, our military, our country, and 
our citizens.  

Please, don’t let your Post histo-
ry fall to the waste side.  Learn your 
post history and share it with those 
less fortunate.  Learn about what 
you can do through the Centenni-
al Celebration guide for tomorrow.  
Your Post might have an extraor-
dinary history, but you won’t know 
until you look.

The resources are available for 
you at centennial.legion.org.  A 
handbook and workbook await 
your arrival.  Learn your history 
and make it grow.

Time and time 
again I hear a par-
ent, Legion mem-
ber or national/
state legislator 
mention that they 
or a family member 

have attended an American Legion 
program, but had no idea that The 
American Legion was the organiza-
tion who operated it. This is why we 
are promoting and asking that when 
we discuss and recruit potential stu-
dents to attend our American Legion 
programs we use the organization 
name.

National is also aware and is start-
ing to implement the new marketing 
and naming of all of our programs as 
“The American Legion Boys State” 
or “The American Legion Baseball” 
and using the same American Legion 
naming and emblem for them all. 

If you didn’t know, The American 
Legion has the following programs, 
and I wanted to give you a little infor-

mation about each one of them.
Baseball – Local Posts host lo-

cal baseball teams. These teams play 
against each other until making tour-
naments, districts and onto State tour-
nament. The winner of the state tour-
nament goes onto play at a regional 
tournament and then to the World 
Series games played in North Caroli-
na. Several MLB baseball players have 
played American Legion baseball in 
their careers. Scholarship opportuni-
ties are available for players too.

Boys State/Girls State – Must be 
a student that has completed their 
junior year in high school, or equiv-
alent accredited homeschooling that 
is at least 15 years old by June in that 
year. Boys attend Grand Valley State 
University, and girls attend Michi-
gan State University. The American 
Legion Boys State is a non-partisan, 
non-political mock government ex-
ercise in a model state designed to 
mirror the structure and operation 
of its respective state government. 

It is intended to instill character, the 
importance of civic engagement and 
patriotism among rising high school 
seniors. Several college scholarship 
opportunities are available to attend-
ees. Applications are due May 25.

Youth Cadet Law Enforcement/
Student Trooper - In partnership with 
the Michigan State Police, this pro-
gram will teach young men and wom-
en about a career in law enforcement.  
If a student is interested in a career in 
law enforcement or is not sure, they 
should attend this program.

You will learn proper gun safety 
while live-firing handguns under the 
supervision of the Michigan State Po-
lice firing range officers, self-defense 
techniques, underwater rescue and 
recovery in the training center pool, 
crash site investigation, first aid, po-
lice K-9 units and their incredible 
abilities, basic “CSI- Crime Scene In-
vestigations,” intense physical training 
(Yes, you will run!), and lastly how to 
work as a team. Applications are due 

May 25.
Junior Shooting Sports – Avail-

able to only Michigan high school 
students entering 10th, 11th and 12th 
grades, ages 16 to 18. The American 
Legion Junior Shooting Sports Pro-
gram is a gun safety education and 
marksmanship program that encom-
passes the basic elements of safety, ed-
ucation, enjoyment, and competition. 
Shooters use the .177 caliber air rifle. 
Both males and females can partic-
ipate through Legion sponsorship.  
Disabled youth are encouraged to 
join, as competitive shooting is a sport 
that creates an equal playing field for 
all competitors. Contact your local 
Legion post, Sons of The American 
Legion squadron or Auxiliary unit for 
information about affiliating as a club 
or individual. Junior Shooting Sports 
is a three-part program that combines 
the Basic Marksmanship Course, 
Qualification Awards, and Air Rifle 
Competition into a well-rounded ac-
tivity. Applications are due May 25
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1st District
April 2, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375
May 7, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375
May 28, 2018, Memorial Day Ser-
vice at Roseland Park
June 4, 2018, Joe Louis Post 375
*All meetings begin at 7 PM

2nd District
March 11, 2018, Ida Post 514
May 20, 2018, Tecumseh Post 34
1100 SAL
1200 Riders
1300 Service Officers
1400 District Meeting

3rd District
March 4, 2018 – Cole-Briggs Post 
48,
RSVP- (517).627-1232
May 6, 2018 – Leighr Wright - 
Hillsdale Post 53, RSVP- (517).439-
5133
*Executive Board Meeting- 11:30 
AM, Dinner- Noon, and Regular 
Meeting at 1:00 PM.  Note: It is 
crucial for anyone who plans to 
attend a 3rd District Meeting that 
you communicate to the host Post 
your dinner plans

4th District

5th District
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETINGS
All Executive Board meetings will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. (19:00) with 
Senior Vice Commander Keith 
Wakefield presiding.  All-District 
Exec Board meetings will be con-
ducted at Post 179, 616 453 9861, 
2327 Wilson Ave.  S.W., Grand 
Rapids, MI 49534 on April 12, 
2018; June 14, 2018.
DISTRICT MEETINGS
March 8, 2018, at  7 p.m. – Post 

District MeetingsMembership News
Congratulations! 29 American 
Legion Posts achieved 100%

179, 2327 Wilson Ave.  S.W., 
Grand Rapids, MI
May 10, 2018, at 7 p.m. – Post 
#28, 700 S. Harbor Drive, 
Grand Haven, MI
July 12, 2018, at 7 p.m. – TBA  
( depending on new District 
Commander wishes)

6th District
March 11, 2018, Post 419, 
Pinckney, MI
May 6, 2018, Post 64, Flint, MI
Lunch at 12 – Meeting at 1 p.m.

7th District
March 18, 2018, Memphis Post
May 20, 2018, Marysville, MI
June – Department Convention

8th District
March 4, 2018, Laingsburg Post 
246
May 6, 2018, Hubbarston Post
Service Officer Mtg Noon
Lunch at 1:30 p.m. 
Meeting at 3:00 p.m.

9th District
Mar. 10, 2018, Holton Post
May 12, 2018, at Fife Lake Post 
219
E-board at Noon, Lunch at 
1:00 p.m. General Membership 
meeting at 2:00 p.m

10th District
March 3, 2018, Skidway Lake 
370 (Nominations)
May 6, 2017, Sanford Post 443 
(Nominations, Elections, and 
Memorial Service)
June 2, 2018 TBA (Installation 
of officers)
Lunch at 12 PM, Meeting 1PM

2018 Membership Goal: 65,439  February 15 Total: 51,905 - 88.5%

11th District
Saturday, April 28, 1 p.m. cst  
Tony Rivord Post 244, Powers

12th District
Saturday, April 28, 1 p.m. cst 
Iron Mountain Post 50

U.P. Association Summer Convention
June 8,9, & 10 Iron Mtn. Post 50 

16th District
March 13, 2018, Wyandotte Post 217
April 10, 2018, Trento Post 426*
May 8, 2018, Lincoln Park Post 67, 
Memorial Service (6:30 PM)
June 12, 2018, Garden City Post 396
*Service Officer School 6:30 PM
Meetings at 7:30 PM

17th District
March 21, 2018 Post 390, K of C 
Managhan Council
May 16, 2018 Livonia Post 32
June 20, 2018 Northville Post 147
Meetings start a 7PM

18th District
March 4, 2018, Chief Pontiac Post 
377
April 15, 2018, Rochester, Post 172 
(Memorial Service at 2 p.m.)
May 5, 2018, Auburn Hills, Post 143 
(Elections)
June 10, 2018, Royal Oak, Post 253
All meetings on Sunday at 2:00 PM, 
unless notified of change.

19th District
March 11, 2018, Harbor Springs Post 
281
May 19, 2018, Wolverine Post 122
ALR and Service officer session 
11AM
Lunch at 12PM
Legion and Auxiliary meet at 1PM

I would like to congratulate the 29 posts that 
made 100 percent by December 31, 2017. They are 
posts; 20, 55, 70, 88, 107, 118, 120 126, 156, 178, 
196, 202, 218, 229, 236, 256, 257, 266, 268, 270, 285, 
293, 303, 335, 392, 451, 468, 479 and 504.  Many 
posts were close, and I was hoping they would 
make it.  We have had 10 more since the first of the 
year, and there are still quite a few that are close.  

We have made all of our goals this year, but they 
will start to become harder to make unless we put 
a little extra effort into it.  I told Commander Brett 
that we would get him 100 percent membership for 
this year, so help me out.  At the winter meeting we 
passed a new contest for membership. Details will 
be in my April article, so watch for it.

There is plenty of time to achieve our member-
ship goals.  Sometimes signing up a new member 
can be as easy as “just asking” them to be a mem-
ber.  For current members maybe they haven’t 
heard from your post in a while and don’t know 
exactly “why they should belong.” A phone call to 
them talking about the great works the Legion has 
done on behalf of our military and veterans could 
convince them to renew.

Just a reminder to post adjutants to set up your 
mylegion.org account.  Processing is easier through 
mylegion.org. No more sending in transmittal 
forms or cards.  Fast and easy right from your post 
to National, membership is processed.  

Don’t forget we still have the Al Ford award for 
signing up delinquent members.  So far there has 
not been any turned in to Department.  The forms 
are online at Department.  

We hope this will get us to our 100% goal by the 
end of April.  Wouldn’t that be nice!!!

If you need help with membership, don’t hesi-
tate to contact me.

By Jerry Andrus
Membership Director

Congratulations Post 202

Membership Director Jerry Andrus presents 
American Legion Post 202 Senior Vice Com-
mander and 1st District Commander Greg Spight 
a certificate for achieving 100 percent member-
ship before December 31, 2017.
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My First Six Months

We Can Make Membership Happen
Deb Chambers, Western Area Membership Chairman

What a wonderful way to fin-
ish the first six months of my year 
as President.  I was able to attend 
the Gift Shops at all of the lower 
peninsula VA Hospitals and also 
Grand Rapids Home for Veter-
ans.  Each one of them is run dif-
ferently, but all greatly assist our 

Veterans in making their Holidays a little brighter.  
I wasn’t able to get to the upper peninsula but Lisa 
Bartlett, my VA & R Chairman attended those in my 
place.  Thousands of dollars in donations are used to 
put these gift shops on, as well as many hours of time.

I was honored to be able to assist Unit 32 in plac-
ing wreaths in the section of the Great Lakes National 
Cemetery that they have adopted.  If you have never 
helped with this project, I suggest you find time to.  It 
is very moving, and you feel like you are doing some-
thing to honor our Veterans that are no longer with 
us.  It is a feeling that cannot be described; it has to 
be seen.

January has been incredibly busy. I attended the 
Early Bird dinner at Cedar Springs.  I was honored to 
be presented with my red flannel nightcap and night-

gown.  It is an annual tradition that includes the pre-
sentation as well as the chicken dance.  All Past Presi-
dents and Commanders are invited to bring their red 
flannels and join in the fun.  

I am so glad that I had the pleasure of spending 
that evening with Mary Goller-Kilts, Past Depart-
ment President, as she passed the Friday after.  I was 
a District President under her, and she will be missed 
by all of us.  Mary was an irreplaceable asset to our 
organization.

On Saturday, January 13th we left to go on the UP 
Tour.  This is always held the middle of January.  We 
started on Sunday evening with dinner at the Sault 
Ste. Marie Post 3.  From there we traveled to Newber-
ry, Gladstone, and Menominee on Monday, visiting 
the Teach of the Year on Tuesday morning, then on 
to Powers, the Iron Mountain VA Hospital, and Crys-
tal Falls. Wednesday found us in White Pine visiting 
the company that makes the Moving Wall where they 
walked us through the complete process of making a 
panel.  It is a very time-consuming process, and we 
all are very thankful that they do this.  From there 
we had lunch at the White Pine Post and headed to 
Houghton for the night, with dinner at the Hancock 

post.  On Thursday we made stops at L’Anse, Green-
wood and Little Lake.  Friday we visited DJ Jacobet-
ti Home for Veterans and the Channel 6 TV station.  
Friday began the UP Winter meetings which contin-
ued through Saturday and finished the week with a 
banquet at the Marquette Post.  Other than Monday, 
the weather could not have been any better.  I need 
to thank my Historian, Marcy Jorae, for going with 
me and driving when the weather was bad.  Thank 
you so much to all of the UP Posts and Units for their 
hospitality.

January has finished with two wonderful Four 
Chaplains services in Grand Rapids and Oxford.  They 
were both very moving services, and I encourage all 
members to attend one of them at least next year.

Our year is now on the downward side and still 
just as busy.  It has been an incredible year, and I don’t 
anticipate the next five months being any less so.

Please consider donating to my Special Project, 
Pingree Detroit.  They work with two of the homeless 
shelters for Veterans in the Detroit area to teach them 
skills they can use to obtain independence, as well as 
offering various therapies such as yoga.  

Now that all the holiday dec-
orations are neatly tucked away, 
and the parties are all finished, it’s 
time to start focusing back on the 
auxiliary.  Take a look at the mem-
bership reports where does your 
unit stand.  Ladies, the months are 
rolling by, and it won’t be long be-
fore we are preparing for the state 
convention, where will your unit 
be sitting?  As of the four January 
membership report we only have 
eight units at one hundred percent, 
however, at national we are ahead 
of where we were last year at this 
time by one hundred eighty-three 
ladies.  We have the perfect forum 
coming up to get you on target to 
take on the membership task. 

Membership can be a little 
confusing at the unit level.  Forms, 

numbers, and then there’s ALA-
MIS; are we doing this all cor-
rectly?  At midwinter conference, 
we will all be there to take your 
questions and help try to clarify 
the confusion.  If the membership 
chairman is attending, please write 
your questions, let’s work to try to 
get them answered.  If you’re not 
attending and someone from the 
unit or district is, please give the 
questions to her.

Our midwinter conference 
is a great place for socializing 
with friends we don’t often see, 
but we enjoy the challenges our 
units bring forward. I know if we 
all work together we can put our 
President in the front row at the 
national convention.    

PR Selfie Contest Winners Announced
Margo Forrester, Department PR Chairman

The Department PR Committee 
created a contest to encourage members 
to submit a selfie or pic doing some ser-
vice and posting or sending it to the de-
partment Facebook page.  It was titled 
PR Star “Service Selfie” Contest.  The 1st 
Place was selected from over 20 entries.

 1st Place Sheila Manning of Dis-
trict 5,  Neal Fongers Unit 179. She con-
vinced her Legion Family to purchase 
dictionaries and patriotic comic books 
for 410 3rd graders. She placed labels in 
each of the books identifying the Legion 
Family.  Plus they were featured on a lo-
cal news program.

The 2nd and 3rd Place winners were 
picked at random.

2nd place was from the UPAA, Jo-

pling Unit 44 Juniors who made tray 
favors for Halloween and Veterans Day 
for the residents of DJ Jacobetti Home. 

3rd place went Kaitlin Minster of 
District 7, Ollrich Unit 4.



6 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | March 2018| Michalaux.org

Chaplain’s Corner
Mary Dubay, Department Chaplain

ALA MISSION BEING ACCOMPLISHED IN THE SIXTH DISTRICT

It is a cold, sunny, January morning 
as I finally sit down to write my next ar-
ticle for the Auxilliare.  I had been put-
ting it off as I was not sure what I wanted 
to write about, after all, this is January, 
and the article won’t be published until 
March.  Spring, Easter, year-end reports 
are all around the corner.  But today I 
was bound to persevere and write my 
article.

Perseverance according to Merri-
am-Webster Dictionary is the continu-
ous effort to achieve something despite 
difficulties, failure or opposition; the 
action or condition of an instance of 
persevering; steadfastness.

Perseverance is the ability to keep 
doing something in spite of obstacles.  
People who persevere show steadfast-
ness and dedication in doing something 
despite how hard it is or how long it 
takes to reach the goal.  There are many 
times in life when we feel like giving up, 
but it is important, to realize that it is 
not unusual to not reach that goal the 
first time.   

Whether we are doing something 
to help our veterans, raise funds for the 
homeless, looking for a job, trying to 
get into a school, etc., we may not real-
ize our goal, but we continue to try until 
we succeed.  We are diligent, we have te-
nacity, and we persevere. 

Stay Positive; Work Hard, and 
Make it Happen!  Confucius said, “It 
does not matter how slowly you go, so 
long as you do not stop.”

I would like to share with you this 
poem called “Don’t Quit.”

When things go wrong as they 
sometimes will,

When the road you’re trudging 
seems all uphill

When the funds are low, and the 
debts are high,

And you want to smile, but you 
have to sigh,

When care is pressing you down a 
bit-

Rest if you must, but don’t quit.

Life is strange with its twists and 
turns,

As every one of us sometimes 
learns,

And many a fellow turns about
When he might have won had he 

stuck it out.
Don’t give up though the pace 

seems slow-
You may succeed with another 

blow.
Often the goal is nearer than
It seems to a fair and faltering man,

Often the struggler has given up
When he might have captured the 

victor’s cup,
And he learned too late when night 

came down,
How close he was to the golden 

crown.

Success is failure turned inside out-
The silver tint of the clouds of 

doubt,
And you never can tell how close 

you are,
It may be near when it seems far,
So stick to the fight when you’re the 

hardest hit, 
It’s when things seem worst that 

you mustn’t quit.
Author Unknown

Once again I have had the honor 
and privilege to serve the 6th District as 
President.  I want to thank the units for 
the confidence they have in me to lead 
this district.  My special project this year 
is “Fisher House.”  A new home is being 
built in Ann Arbor that will provide free 
temporary lodging for military and vet-
eran’s families who have a loved one in 
the hospital.  Many thanks to the units 
in the 6th district who have generous-
ly donated to help build this home in 
Michigan.  

Many units started the year off by 
participating in local community pa-
rades.  Fall Conference was then upon 
us, and I can say I was proud to see 
many unit members of the 6th district 
participate in the “school of instruction” 
this year.

Unit 119 – Linden has been very 
active in supporting their area veter-
ans.  They held a Vietnam pinning cer-
emony which included a helicopter fly-
over along with seven other pinning’s in 
which 240 veterans were recipients of 
pins.  Their unit served over 100 veter-
ans and community members for Vet-
eran’s Day.  “Covered in Love” blankets 
were given to the “Adopt a Pet” program 
and a local nursing home. The unit also 
did a “meet and greet” to welcome home 
returning troops at Bishop Airport in 
Flint.  

Unit 158 – Clio conducted a Flag 
Education presentation for 5 area 
schools.  They unit sponsored a Lead-
ership Training class in October for 
district members and surrounding 
districts.  In the spirit of giving they 
bought Christmas gifts for veterans and 
their families totaling $1000.  Members 
placed wreaths at their local veteran’s 
park remembering those who honor-
ably served their country.  This unit 
held a fundraiser by selling wreaths and 
grave blankets to help support the many 
auxiliary programs that they participate 
in. 

Unit 269 – Haslett is a very active 
unit.  They celebrated the Post’s 80th 
birthday this year along with sponsor-
ing car and bike shows and a bake sale.  
A dog show was held to support the 
“Service Dog Program.”  A shuffleboard 
tournament with proceeds going to 
feed veterans and their families during 
the holidays.  Memorial Day and Vet-
eran’s Day cards were given to veterans 
in homes by the auxiliary and Haslett 
school 4th graders.  

Unit 415 – Hartland sponsored a 
luncheon for local veterans and their 
community.  They presented a gift bas-
ket to a local first responder and his 
family.  They gave cookies to the local 
fire department in honor of 911.  

Unit 419 – Pinckney held two blood 
drives producing 91 units of blood.  

Auxiliary members participated in the 
“Veterans in the Classroom” program.  
They also held breakfast with Santa and 
breakfast with the Easter Bunny events 
for the local community children.  Aux-
iliary members traveled to Battle Creek 
VA Hospital to sponsor a party provid-
ing snacks, drinks and many conversa-
tions for the veterans who live there. This 
unit provided breakfast for veterans who 
are involved in the “Veteran’s Treatment 
Court.”  Care packages were sent to de-
ployed troops, and cell phones were col-
lected for the “Cell Phone for Soldiers” 
program.  The unit displays a bin marked 
“Just for Jeans” in which jeans are collect-
ed and taken to a facility where veterans 
can receive free jeans and clothing.  The 
ladies are also very active in spaghetti 
dinners nights, coney nights, steak din-
ners and sloppy joe nights.  

Many other units participated in 
Wreaths Across America, either at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery or their local 
cemeteries, Veterans Day ceremonies, 4 
Chaplain services, and Christmas Gift 
Shop.   Thank you to units who actively 
give so much of their time to our aux-
iliary programs.  Christmas Gift Shop 
was well represented this year by our 
district with units 119, 215, 158 and 419 
in attendance at Battle Creek VA Hospi-
tal.  427 gifts totaling $6,830 were given 
along with three cash donations for $900.  
Great Job!

Attendance seems to be up this year 
at district meetings, and I encourage 
units to continue to have members at-
tend.  We need you there to share ideas 
and make your voices heard.  This is how 
we communicate and get the word out 
on what is happening within our district 
and the department!  “Thank you” to the 
ladies who give so generously to the Aux-
iliary Emergency Fund canister during 
our district meetings.  We need to sup-
port this program especially in the wake 
of this year’s many disasters. 

Membership is always a priority.  
Continue to send dues to the department 
on a regular and timely basis and always 
try to “recruit, renew and retain”!

March is annual reporting month.  
Please document all your unit has done 
this year on the report form and send 
to the proper chairman (consult your 
guides).   March is also “Community 
Service” month.  Make your presence 
known throughout your community.  Let 
the public know what our organization 
is all about.  You may be surprised how 
many new “recruits” you will get!!!

Remember that our mission is to 
“serve veterans and their families, active 
duty personnel and our communities.”  
We all need to come together to accom-
plish this mission.  

Poppy Days are May 17, 18, 19

Order your poppies by May 1

Order forms are available at

michalaux.org/poppy/
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Kathy and 
I would like to 
wish everyone 
a Happy New 
Year, and we 
hope your hol-
idays were fun 
and memora-

ble! Since before Christmas, I have 
traveled the state from the bottom 
of Michigan all the way up to the 
Upper Peninsula { thank you 5th 
zone Commander Bill} trying to get 
memberships so that we have no 
zero squadrons. In my travels, I have 
collected over 350 memberships, 

and we are down to five zero-squad-
rons out of the 19. I will continue 
to travel throughout the districts to 
ensure that memberships are turned 
in and up to date. Please keep send-
ing in your cards, do not hold on to 
them. 

Thank you for all you do!

*Reminder: Don’t forget to ask the 
Legionnaires in the Post if they are 
descendents of war-time era veterans.  
They can belong to both the Legion 
and the Sons.

Here it is four o’clock Wednes-
day, January 31, 2018. I have sent 
out numerous reminders, emails, 
and more to all our members who I 
have on my list. To numerous broth-
ers, I have personally talked to, and 
Commander Dominic has sent out 
communications as well, and yet I 
sit here waiting for you, your squad-
rons, your Districts to brag on your-
self and send in articles and pictures 
for our section in the Michigan Le-
gionnaire.

 I know that great things go on 
in this fine state of ours, in my trav-
els this year with Membership Chair 
Huey I have run across squadrons 
which do year-round work for their 
Veteran’s families and their com-
munities.  Some by supporting lo-
cal groups and charities financially 
and by putting on events, dinners, 
and more. Why are we not receiving 
anything about these great events? 
I must say I receive more from our 
friends in the Upper Peninsula than 
I do from down here!

 I have asked for a list of events 
going on throughout the Detach-
ment and have had very little re-
sponse. We plan these so we should 
be able to get them to me. When I 

do get them, they are posted imme-
diately on Facebook and some on 
the National website and Facebook. 
Coming up on June 18, Squadron 14 
Troy will be having their 5th Annual 
Made in Michigan Party with pro-
ceeds going to two local Veterans 
charities, plus their post home. This 
event runs from noon until 11 p.m. 
and features local vendors, artists, 
etc. Please send me your activities.

 At our last meeting, I passed 
out printed material for a Paid Up 
for Life program and also job duties 
of officers and chairman. I asked for 
input to this day, I have received two 
for the officers guide which was cor-
rected and Mike Boughner submit-
ted Homeland Security. Thank you, 
Mike. But I have received nothing 
else. Gentlemen, you have a wealth 
of knowledge, please share it!!  And 
last I have been asked to put together 
a history for the 100-year Celebra-
tion I have had one response from 
people about their squadron history 
I need more, I have mine from over 
34 years, but I know you all have 
more to say and write. Stand up and 
be proud! Please send to sandylip-
man95@hotmail.com or by mail to 
13633 Venon, Oak Park, MI 48237

We are in the New Year now and 
currently are in first place! 

 Let’s keep it that way; it’s time 
to make sure you have your dues 
turned into the department. Do 
not sit on them, as we all should be 
over 75 percent by now.  Congrats 
to the one that is 100 percent or 
more.  I know your Squadrons are 
doing great things for our veterans 
and our children and supporting 
your post. 

Membership as of February 15

1st Zone 1,572 - 76.46%

2nd Zone 7,530 - 74.93%

3rd Zone 5,062 - 78.97%

4th Zone 2,904 - 75.47%

5th Zone 1,466 - 78.19%

It’s hard to be-
lieve that more 
than half my year 
as Commander has 
already gone by.  
What an experience 
it’s been so far!  On 

more than one occasion, I’ve remarked 
at how amazed I am and how proud I 
know the Legion Family is of the many, 
many dedicated Sons there are out 
there.  I often feel what I have done for 
the Sons pales in comparison to what 
so many others have done and are do-
ing.  But…I should also remember that 
we all do what we can, in our own way, 
to support the programs and principles 
of the American Legion.  Whether it be 
spending countless hours at a Veteran’s 
Home volunteering, helping to raise 
money in order to make donations or 
helping to run a Post function, these are 
all ways in which we can participate.

I’ve had the opportunity to do a fair 
amount of traveling for many things.  
Some are to pay respects, as I did when 
I attended the memorial for Past Na-
tional Chaplain Danny Poole.  Some are 
to witness the great work done in orga-
nizing Christmas gift shops at various 
VA’s and Vet’s Homes.  Some are to tour 

districts and visit posts that I have nev-
er been to before.  One trip was to get 
an education at the Detachment Com-
mander’s Conference in Indianapolis.  I 
even graduated from the Instructional 
Institute while there!  I also had a great 
time on the Upper Peninsula Winter 
Tour – at least the part I was able to 
attend.  What great folks there are up 
there, I must say.  

I also have to say it’s been a privilege 
to attend a lot of these functions with 
Department Commander Holt.  Com-
mander Holt is a wealth of knowledge 
on all things American Legion.  While 
on the UP Tour, he talked to a group 
of fourth graders on one of our visits.  
I think calling him Professor Holt pret-
ty much sums up the way he educated 
those kids!

Squadrons, have you signed up 
for www.mySAL.org, yet?  It’s a very 
valuable resource for your squadron 
because it provides useful information 
on all of your members.  Don’t forget, 
if you ever have any questions for your 
detachment officers or chairmen, please 
ask.  We work for and represent you.

In closing, I’d like to ask:  Who will?  
SONS WILL!



2nd Zone Report
Gary L. LaMunyon, Commander

2018 Detachment Annual Convention
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Photo: Special thanks to Districts 
16 and 18 for letting me join you on 
your District Tours. 
 Commander Dominic Merlington 

receives props from the Clarkston 
Honor Guard.

“ A life well lived requires ser-
vice to others!”  What a joy it has 
been to travel this great State of 
Michigan and spend time with 
like-minded people.  The American 
Legion has graciously extended this 
opportunity to us for which I am 
truly grateful.  

Here’s what’s up with the Zone 

2 challenge to provide a custom 
golf cart for Wilwin Lodge: As 
of this writing, we have received 
donations from only 11 different 
Posts.  The good news is we are only 
about $2,800 away from our goal 
of $6,000.  I would especially like 
to thank the Blissfield Squadron 
325 and Ida 514 for going over and 
above.  How about this, the Dorr 
Squadron 127 not only donated, 
but their Auxiliary donated.  What 
a fine example of family units work-
ing together for the common good.  
Thank you, Mr. Pat Pustay, and 
thanks to the fine ladies at Dorr.  

Times is moving fast so please, all 
of you Squadrons who have not yet 
contributed check under the cush-
ions of your couch and see if you 
can’t find something to donate.  I 
know we can make this happen be-
cause as Commander Merlington 
says, “THE SONS WILL.”  If you 
need more information, I can pro-
vide it to you.

Have you ever been to the 
Home for Veterans in Grand Rap-
ids?  What a place!  The facility can 
accommodate some 750 residenc-
es but currently has less than 300.  
Oddly enough they view this as a 
good thing.  The VA has increased 
services to our Veterans to the ex-
tent where many of them can now 
stay at home or with their families 
and do not need to relocate to a dif-
ferent facility.  That tells me that our 
voices are being heard. If you would 
like to visit the home, I would en-
courage you to attend the Veterans 
Carnival on July 28th.  

I just spent this last weekend 
at the Four Chaplains Memorial 
hosted by Post 459 in Grand Rap-
ids and then again at the South East 
Michigan service hosted by Oxford 
Post 108, both were very impressive 
tributes to these brave men.  They 

taught us that we could serve our 
Veterans and fellow man no mat-
ter where you are, no matter what 
your religious beliefs are, and to 
give it you’re all.  If you ever get the 
opportunity to attend one of these 
services, do yourself a favor and ex-
perience this inspiring event.

As many of you know, I have 
been on the campaign trail.  I desire 
to become your Detachment Com-
mander for the year of 2018-19.  I 
hope you will support me so that I 
have the opportunity to contribute 
even more to this wonderful or-
ganization.  You can do this at the 
State Convention in Dundee on the 
first weekend in June. Second Dis-
trict Commander Clive Seydell and 
his posse have been working hard 
to make this a very special time for 
all of us.  My sources tell me that 
they have many fun and exciting 
surprises planned. Please let me 
know if I can be of service to you 
and I will gladly come to your Post 
or District.  Like many of you I had 
wonderful parents, sadly I have lost 
them both, but it is thanks to the 
men of this detachment that I now 
feel like a Son again.  I hope to see 
all of you in Dundee.

The 2nd District is excited to 
be hosting the 2018 Convention in 
Dundee, Mich, on June 1, 2, and 3. 
Plans are coming along great.

 
The main lodging will be at 

Best Western “Splash Universe”. 
Their phone number is (734)529-
5100. Room rates are; 2 Queen 
Standard & King Executive $94.99, 
Kids Bunkhouse Suite $115.99, and 
the Family Fun Suite $125.99. Wa-
ter Park tickets are being offered at 
a discounted rate of $14.99. In ad-
dition to the Water Park, the Hotel 
now offers two Breakout Rooms 
(aka Escape Room) at a discounted 
rate of $15 each per hour.  A break-
fast buffet is available for $9.99. 
Additional lodging is available at 
the Country Inn & Suites by Radis-
son (734)529-8822 or the Quality 

Inn (734)529-5240.
 
Registration forms will be 

mailed to your squadrons. The reg-
istration fee is $15. Saturdays lunch 
will be prepared by Squadron 34 at 
the cost of $12 and will include a 
pulled pork sandwich, potato sal-
ad, baked beans, coleslaw, water-
melon and bottled water. Conven-
tion T-shirts will be available at the 
convention for $10.  Quantities are 
limited, so if you would like one, 
please pre-order on the registration 
form.

 
Would your Legion Post, Aux-

iliary Unit, SAL Squadron, Legion 
Riders group, or a local business 
like to advertise in the conven-
tion book? Ad rates are: full page 
$150, ½ page $100, ¼ page $75, 

business card $35, memorial ad (2 
Lines) $10 and booster ad (Name) 
$5. Make checks payable to S.A.L. 
2ND District and send to c/o Clive 
Seydell 2695 Gilletts Lake Rd. Jack-
son, MI 49201. Send artwork to 
2018salconvention@gmail.com. 
Ad submission deadline is May 5.

 
Any question or concerns, 

please email 2018salconvention@
gmail.com or call me directly at 
(517)902-9858.

 
2nd District Annual Golf 

Tournament
 
The 2018 Golf Tournament 

will be on May 19th at Rustic Glen 
Golf Club in Saline. A $300 entry 
fee includes 4 Golfers – 18 holes 
of golf, hot dog, chips & drink at 

the turn, steak dinner, prizes and 
awards at Saline Post 322 after golf.

 
Would your Legion Post, Aux-

iliary Unit, SAL Squadron, Legion 
Riders group, or a local business 
like to be a hole sponsor? Sponsor-
ship is $100 a hole and includes an 
18” x 24” sponsorship sign. Send 
checks payable to 2nd District 
Scholarship Fund and send to c/o 
Dawn Gramza PO BOX 263, Luna 
Pier, MI 48157. Send artwork to 
seydellclive@gmail.com.

 
Proceeds will be used for a 

scholarship fund to assist Veter-
ans with education expenses. Any 
questions or concerns, please con-
tact Dawn Gramza at (419)509-
5054.
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Scouting News
Admitting Girls Into Boy Scouts, Is This A Good Thing?
Clyde Synclair, Scouting Chairman

Back when I was young, there was 
a great television program called “The 
Little Rascals,” that many of you might 
remember. I don’t think I missed an 
episode and along with Spanky, Buck-
wheat and the others I proudly consid-
ered myself a member of the “He-man 
woman haters club.”   Fortunately as I 
grew older, I found out that girls were 
pretty nice to be around.

Still, when it came to Scouting, it 
was a man’s world. Women participated 
as Den Mothers only.  At least that’s the 
way it was in our scout units back in the 
50’s.

More recently, when my youngest 
sons entered scouting, I found out that 
a lot had changed. There were wom-
en everywhere.  While it irritated me 
some, I didn’t get too concerned until I 
saw them at the OA fire bowl.  I have to 
admit, I was upset.  Even though I knew 
some women who were doing a great 
job in scouting, it just didn’t seem right. 
Little did I know that soon, a speech by 
a young girl would bring me to tears 
and change my mind forever.

It happened one evening at a dis-
trict awards banquet, when after the 
meal this young girl in a Venturing uni-
form stood at the front of the room and 
told us how scouting had impacted her 
life.  I was sold! Please let me introduce 
you to a wonderful young lady, Ash-
leigh Kolski.

I was finally 
able to join the 
BSA when I was 
14 via the Ven-
turing program. 
I was beyond ex-
cited because I 
was finally able 
to do things with 

my dad that I couldn’t officially do be-
fore that point. Venturing opened a 
whole new world to me, I not only made 
friends, guys and girls alike, but I had ex-
periences I otherwise never would have 
been able to experience such as: Scout-
ing’s Introduction to Leadership Skills for 

Crews and Kodiak Challenge.  Also I also 
found my passion for rock climbing and 
experienced the beauty of Philmont as a 
participant and again as a staff member 
for an entire summer.  

As a Scout, I also was given many 
opportunities to travel both inside the 
United States and abroad. I have been 
to the Summit, Panama, Germany, and 
places in between. All experiences I will 
never forget, and all made possible be-
cause of being in Scouting. 

I earned both the Silver Award and 
Ranger Awards, in addition to other 
awards that taught me many valuable 
lessons. The skills I have learned from my 
various leadership training like NYLT, 
and Kodiak, are skills that I use every 
day in my job as a paramedic. 

I am beyond fortunate for all the ex-
periences I was able to have for my short 
time in the BSA, and I am grateful to be 
able to see the integration of young fe-
males into the scouting program. Scout-
ing is taking a step forward for the better, 
and I cannot wait to see more young girls 
have the experiences I did.

I’d like you to meet another young 
lady who, like Ashleigh, has made an 
incredible impact on me and so many 
others.  Please meet Elizabeth “Lizzie” 
Wisman.

I joined Boy 
Scouts of Amer-
ica by means of 
Venturing at a 
young 15. Al-
most ten years 
later, I contin-
ue my road in 
the BSA as the 
adult volunteer 
advisor for Area 2 Venturing (Lower 
Peninsula). In that time I have had the 
opportunity to shoot a machine gun, ex-
perience and teach ropes courses, and 
to sail and snorkel among the Florida 
Keyes. I have been white water rafting, 
caving, backpacking, scuba diving, and 
rappelling. 

However, it is some of the more 
mundane opportunities that have helped 
me most in my adult life. As the Area 2 
president at 16, I had my first introduc-
tion to conference calls and got my first 
real taste of professionalism. In the years 
and positions since then, I have written 
thousands of emails, been on hundreds 
of conference calls, and have become 
very well prepared for the business world. 
In Venturing, I have also had the oppor-
tunity to be led by good and bad leaders, 
and to decide which kind I want to be. 
Without these opportunities, I cannot 
guarantee I would have been offered my 
job, or even have had the confidence in 
interviewing for it.

After all of these opportunities, it is 
likely the intangibles that have left the 
greatest impact. 

• At 16 I presented to my first 
banquet room. The feeling in that mo-
ment was a mixture of pure nerves and 
passion as I described my thoughts. 

• Receiving encouragement from 
my new friends on a leadership course 
as I desperately struggled up a high ropes 
course element, was one moment in life I 
truly felt supported and rooted for, and 
that feeling is priceless.

• I have felt pride, purpose, and 
humility when I received each of my Ven-
turing Leadership Awards. 

• Working at Camp Gerber help-
ing kids and adults gave me a life pur-
pose every single day, unlike I have ever 
felt before or after—a feeling I will con-
tinue to chase for my eternity. 

Each of these moments and feelings 
gives me something to look forward to, 
something to look back on, and some-
thing to strive to give someone else. 

Finally, Scouting has given me the op-
portunity to have a family across all ages 
and across the country. In high school, at 
times when I was struggling with who I 
was and who I should be, I had adults 
(who were not my parents) there for me. 
I had older, more experienced people 
I could trust and talk to, who listened 

to me, gave me advice, and helped me 
make my own decisions. I have friends 
from camp and from my opportunities 
on the national Venturing cabinet with 
whom I maintain a bond of friendship 
and understanding that makes time and 
distance feel like nothing. 

In short, Scouting has been a price-
less experience, which has provided me 
with countless opportunities in all as-
pects of my life. 

Girls in scouting?  YES!  Women 
raise our young, represent the major-
ity of teachers, and are stepping into 
leadership positions across the nation.  
Male or female, the Scout Oath and 
Law instill character and principle into 
all, and Scouting provides opportuni-
ties they will find nowhere else. 

I am proud of the young ladies like 
Ashleigh and Lizzie that I’ve had the 
privilege to meet and become acquaint-
ed with.  I hope to meet many more in 
the years to come. 

Department Scouting Commit-
tee Chairman and Commander of 
Rockford Post 102 Clyde Sinclair, 
presents Gavin Baldwin, from Troop 
283, the American Legion’s “Good 
Citizenship Citation” for achieving 
Scouting’s highest rank of Eagle 
Scout. 

Congratulations Gavin!
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Winter Meeting 2018
February 16-18, Ypsilanti, Michigan

See you in
Kalamazoo in June!!
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Hockey Heroes
we come across,” said Shippe, who has been an officer 
with the department for 19 years.  He has seen first-
hand the advantages that PTSD awareness brings to 
an officer responding to calls.  “We do come across it.  
Sometimes it is very traumatic and can be the most 
serious events we see or as subtle as checking on the 
well-being of someone.  The awareness helps.”

Shippe is glad to have the competition with Mich-
igan Warriors Hockey Program.  Michigan Warriors is 
a team made up of 95 percent disabled veterans, some 
of whom are also police officers and first responders.  
They currently have 3 teams in the state, serving vet-
erans in Ann Arbor and Saginaw as well as here in 
Southfield.  A team in Grand Rapids is in the works.  
The hockey program accepts veterans, both male and 
female, with a minimum of a 5 percent disability rat-
ing.  The first year is free, with the $800 cost of outfit-
ting a member and the ice time being covered by cor-
porate and private sponsors.  Veterans are encouraged 
to begin skating with the team even if they have never 
been on the ice before. 

The annual competition and the work of the new 
committee benefits the first responders, the veterans, 

their families, and the community as a whole.  Ch-
mielewski is happy the community gets a chance to 
see what The American Legion is all about.  “It helps 
people get away from the stereotypical view of what 
the Legion and a post is.  Instead of thinking of it as a 
bar they get to see some of the programs we run,” he 
said.  Boys and Girls State, Trooper School, scholar-
ship programs, Operation Comfort Warrior, and in-
volvement with legislation are a few examples of what 
are available to the community.  “The Legion and post 
are here to support veterans, first responders, and the 
community.”  

Bruce Shippe, Brian Chmielewski, and Mike Globke

From page 1
2017 Boys State 
Governor

Department Boys State Director Jerry Kelley pre-
sented the 2017 Boys State Governor plaque to 
Sean McNally-Hodgson with Department Com-
mander Brett Holt at the 2018 Winter Meeting.

National Vice 
Commander

National Vice Commander Bill Flanagan was the 
Department’s honored guest at the 2018 Winter 
Banquet. From the Department of Illinois, he is a 
50-year member of the American Legion and a U.S. 
Air Force Veteran.

Michigan Legionnaire Appointed National 
Judge Advocate

Kevin J. Bartlett, 
National Judge Ad-
vocate

Kevin J. Bartlett, 
J.D., was appointed 
the ninth National 
Judge Advocate of The 
American Legion by 
National Commander 

Denise H. Rohan in 2017 to start Jan. 1, 2018. The 
judge advocate advises national officers and the 
National Executive Committee on legal matters, 
including the interpretation of the national con-
stitution and by-laws.

Bartlett, a 28-year member of American 
Legion Post 79 in Marshall, Mich., earned his 
American Legion eligibility as he served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1984-1990 as an electrician’s mate 
aboard the USS Belknap, CG-26, Com6thFleet.

After serving in the Navy, Bartlett earned 
his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Michigan and then earned his doctorate law de-
gree from Wayne State University School of Law. 
He is a member of the Michigan Bar Association 
and in the process of joining the Indiana Bar 

Association. He is also admitted to practice be-
fore the Western and Eastern Federal Districts of 
Michigan, the U.S. 6th Court of Appeals and the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Prior to his appointment as National Judge 
Advocate of The American Legion, Bartlett served 
the organization at the national level as a member 
of the Public Relations Commission, chairman 
and member of the Insurance Committee, and 
member of the Finance Commission.  

Concurrent to his appointment as Nation-
al Judge Advocate, Bartlett also is the Gener-
al Counsel to Palmetto Properties, LLC – a real 
estate management/rehabbing company. He also 
has managed his own law firm and owned or 
managed numerous other companies.

Bartlett is an avid golfer who lives in both 
Marshall, Mich., and Indianapolis. His wife is a 
practicing physician who is board certified in Ob-
stetrician/Gynecology and Obesity Medicine. To-
gether they have three children.

*Editors note: Kevin was recruited into the Amer-
ican Legion through the DMS program/Post 225. He 
became active because of a post revitilization event in 
his area.  
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American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedi-
cated to providing 
the very best vet-
erans’ advocacy to 
Michigan Veterans 
and their families.They can as-
sist with claims preparation, 
presentation and appeal coun-
sel in Veterans benefits ser-
vices. They can assist you and 
your dependents in getting the 
benefits that you have earned 
by your service to your country. 

American Legion Veterans Affairs 
and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

email - al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule
Visit us on Facebook at: www.
facebook.com/MichiganVAR

Veteran Services News

Gary Easterling
Director

Legion Department Veteran Service Officer Now in 
Branch, Clare, Calhoun, and Ionia Counties

Department Veteran Service Officer Tom Kaiser has office hours in four counties 
during each month.  If you have questions about your VA claim and benefits, don’t face 
the VA alone.  To find a service officer near you contact 313-964-6640.

• Branch County - OVA 570 Marshall Rd. Coldwater – Mondays 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
• Calhoun County – 110th Attack Wing ANG, 3545 Mustang Ave., Battle Creek – 

Wednesdays, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
• Calhoun County – Fort Senior Center 101 N. Albion St., Albion – 1st, 3rd, and 4th Tuesday of the month, 

8 a.m – 4 p.m.
• Calhoun County – Battle Creek VAMC, 5500 Armstrong Rd., Fridays, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
• Clare County – American Legion Post 558, 400 Ludington Dr., Clare, 2nd Tuesday of the month, 9 a.m. 

– 4 p.m.
• Ionia County – The Right Door for Hope, Recovery and Wellness, 375 Appletree Dr., Ionia, Thursdays, 8 

a.m. – 4 p.m. 

VA announces rollout and application process for new Veterans ID Card
from blogs.va.gov 

VA Editor’s note: This article 
was updated on 01/05/2018.

VA has announced that the ap-
plication process for the national 
Veterans Identification Card (VIC) 
is now available for Veterans — yet 
another action honoring their ser-
vice.

This has been mandated 
through legislation since 2015 to 
honor Veterans, and today’s rollout 
of the ID card fulfills that overdue 
promise.

Only those Veterans with hon-
orable service will be able to apply 
for the ID card, which will provide 
proof of military service, and may 
be accepted by retailers in lieu of 
the standard DD-214 form to ob-
tain promotional discounts and 

other services where offered to Vet-
erans.

“The new Veterans Identifi-
cation Card provides a safer and 
more convenient and efficient way 
for most Veterans to show proof of 
service,” said VA secretary Dr. Da-
vid J. Shulkin. “With the card, Vet-
erans with honorable service to our 
nation will no longer need to car-
ry around their paper DD-214s to 
obtain Veteran discounts and other 
services.”

The VIC provides a more porta-
ble and secure alternative for those 
who served the minimum obligat-
ed time in service, but did not meet 
the retirement or medical discharge 
threshold. Veterans who served in 
the armed forces, including the re-
serve components, and who have a 

discharge of honorable or general 
(under honorable conditions) can 
request a VIC.

To request a VIC, Veterans 
must visit vets.gov, click on “Sign 
In” in the top right hand corner and 
establish an ID.me account.  Once 
the Veteran verifies their identity 
they may request to “Apply for the 
Veteran ID Card”.

Veterans who apply for a card 
should receive it within 60 days and 
can check delivery status of their 
cards at vets.gov. A digital version 
of the VIC will be available online 
soon.

*This program was suspended in 
December 2017 due to technical dif-
ficulties and has now been reopened.

Selective Service is in need of volunteers in many 
locations throughout Michigan.

There are currently openings in Wayne and Lenewee 
Counties.  If you would like more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Rick W. Galsterer, Major, 
USAF can be reached at 269-605-3050 or at rgalster-
er@gmail.com.
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Missing In America Project Report
Greg Price, MIAP Chairman

Zone 1 Report
Greg Price, Commander

For immediate coverage, enroll online at www.TheLIT.com/No-Cost-LegionCare

The Legionnaire 
Insurance Trust 
Is Celebrating 50 
Years Of Service!

AND
We are now 
offering a 

ONE AND DONE 
solution to our 
No-Cost-To-You 

LegionCare 
Protection 

 And did you know that starting 1/1/2015, anyone 
enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as 
they maintain their membership in the Legion Family – 
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach 
will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years. 
The LegionCare program will continue to cover you for 
$1,000 of AD&D coverage.
 If the accidental loss occurs when on official Legion 
Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D 
coverage.* This has been arranged on your behalf by 
Your Department of The American Legion.
 As soon as your enrollment is received, LegionCare 
will take effect. Your acceptance is guaranteed**, so 
enroll today.

39893       ©2016 AGIA

Endorsed by Your Department  
of The American Legion

•  This coverage is at NO-COST-TO-YOU
•  LegionCare is now available to ALL Legion Family 

members: Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the 
American Legion. 

•  This coverage has been arranged on your behalf 
by Your American Legion Department. 

•  Regardless of Your Age, health or occupation your 
acceptance is GUARANTEED**

The Facts On LegionCare: CELEBRATING

OF SERVICE
TO LEGIONNAIRES AND 

LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS

DEPARTMENT SPONSORED MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS

Complete details of the coverage are contained in accident only Master Policy MZ0933569H0000A/0001A underwritten 
by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company Cedar Rapids, IA. This plan is not available in all states.

*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of The Legion Family, with current year’s dues paid, could be eligible for 
the $5,000 Accidental Death benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from an official function at which they represent 

his/her Post, Squadron, Unit, District, Department, Detachment or National Organization in an official capacity.

AT#1441735

**This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage 
that meets “minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act.

SONS!!!

Reminder:

The Legionnaire In-
surance Trust Benefits 
extend to our organi-

zation

Sign up at 
www.thelit.com

Many Squadrons located within our zone have worked 
alongside Legion Family Members from their Posts to put on 
events to help support the needs of charities and needy per-
sons.

They have held bowling events, steak dinners, fish fries, 
chili contests and other events.  They have brought smiles to 
children, and tears to others who may have received some 
unexpected help.

Some of those smiles may have come from a successful 
spaghetti dinner hosted by the Otto Miller Garden City Post 
396 Squadron members and supported by their Post and 
community.  The proceeds from that dinner were sent to sup-
port Smile Train, which is a 501(c)(3) organization and chari-
ty providing corrective surgery for children with cleft lips and 
palates.

Post 396 members also wanted to help inform and edu-
cate the 4th-grade students in their community by contacting 
Emblem Sales and acquiring a comic book titled I PLEDGE 
ALLEGIANCE.  This book aids children in learning about the 
American Flag.

A second comic book they attained through Emblem 
Sales is titled BRIDGING THE GAP, how to prevent and stop 
bullying.

Members of the post will go to the local schools and meet 
with the 4th-grade students to share and explain the infor-
mation within those comic books and explain how important 
their stories may be to them. 

I am proud to be a part of an organization that supports 
the veterans, children, and others in their communities.

On January 17 a funeral home was 
ordered to be shut down by the state, and 
despite operating for decades, inspection 
reports left the state no option but to re-
voke its license.

The funeral home located on Detroit’s 
east side had less than a week before the 
doors would be locked for good.  The 
state’s inspections found that they left rat 
infested cremated remains in garages and 
the basement of the facility.

The state discovered 237 cremated 
remains that were stored at the funeral 
home.  The remains were in “poor condi-
tion” and some “lacked any label or form 
of identification,” according to the inspec-
tion reports.

When asked, the funeral home was 
“unable to provide the department any 
such list or other paperwork.” Officials 
said they didn’t know who was who.

I have tried to contact the funeral 
home but have received only a record-
ing.  I will continue to try and speak with 
someone at the funeral home.

I have been in contact with a state of-
ficial whose agency is working on this dif-
ficult situation.  He told me that he was 
contacted by someone else from the Miss-

ing In America Project.  I told him that I 
knew that person and that we have had 
opportunities to work together on getting 
unclaimed Veterans cremains successfully 
interned.  

My contact and I talked about the im-
portance of finding out if any of these un-
claimed ashes are veterans and the signifi-
cance of providing full military honors.

He asked if I would mind if he for-
warded my name to the legal team at the 
agency he works for, as a contact person 
along with the other MIAP volunteer. 

If an up-and-coming official decision 
allows that the 237 cremains be verified as 
a veteran, they will contact us to see if we 
may be able to acquire the needed infor-
mation to distinguish those that may be 
veterans.

Let us continue our quest to locate and 
identify unclaimed cremains in hopes of 
locating any unclaimed and forgotten Vet-
eran. 

Child Welfare
John Kailunas

One dollar is not much. One dollar per squadron member is 
more. One dollar from each member in the District is even more.  
One dollar from each member for the Child Welfare fund. Fantas-
tic!   For Who?

1.  For the children, we help
2.  For the parents of the children we help
3. Other family members of the children we help
4. For our Legion families
5. For you to know you helped do your part
To obtain our goal every squadron can do one fundraiser a 

year.
Fundraisers can be anything of a legal manner that raises mon-

ey.
Every squadron should hold at least one to meet their Child 

Welfare objective.  In doing so, they will earn the 100 percent rib-
bon for their squadron banner.

To obtain your CWF 100 percent ribbon, go online to the 
American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, http://cwf-inc.org, 
download the form.  Complete it per the instructions, have it 
signed by your officers and send it directly to the Child Welfare 
Foundation. 
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Mikado American Legion Family Gives Back to the Community

4th Zone Report
John P. Brown, Zone Commander

In Memory Of...
Sandy Lipman

Greetings, 4th Zone Squad-
rons, hope all of our Squadrons 
members, and their families en-
joyed a happy and uneventful hol-
iday for the end of 2017.

The detachment would like 
to extend their condolences and 
prayers to all of our Legion Fam-
ily, members that we lost in 2017.  
May they rest in peace in God’s 
hands.

Now that 2018 is upon us, I 
hope that we “The Son’s” can tran-
sition into having a great year, so 
as, we can better support our Vet-
erans, Detachment programs, and 
the communities in which we live.

On a brief reflection, there 
were some things in the last half of 
2017 that I did not fulfill.

There were some planned 
meetings with my Squadrons in 
the 4th Zone that I was unable to 
attend,  due to some health issues, 
for this I apologize.  I am work-

ing on these issues and hope to be 
able, to attend more district meet-
ings, and to visit more Squadrons 
in the 9th, 10th, and 19th Districts 
in 2018.

The Detachment would always 
like to see an increase in Squad-
ron’s membership.  This increase 
in members helps the Detachment 
and the local Squadrons to sup-
port our Veterans and community 
programs

That said it is also important to 
get your Squadrons dues monies 
into the Detachment.  Getting to 
our 100% membership goals, ben-
efits all, in helping to support our 
Veterans programs and our local 
Squadrons.

As I have stated in past articles, 
membership increases are needed, 
but an increase in SAL member’s 
being involved in their Squadron’s 
activities is paramount.

Active members are dear-

ly needed to support our local 
Squadrons.

Please, SAL members, attend 
your Squadrons meetings and help 
in their fundraisers and activities.

Voice your opinions at your 
meetings, raise your hand, attend 
your elections, and run for office.  
Take a leadership role.  Recruit 
more active members.  We need 
younger members to step up into 
leadership roles, so as, the SAL 
continues its fantastic support for 
our Veterans programs and our 
communities.  Let’s make 2018 a 
year of growth and involvement 
for the 4th Zone SAL Squadron’s.

God Bless and watch over all of 
our active service members.

Cell Phone :(734) 634-7733
E-mail: johnbrwn421@aol.com

One of the jobs of being an 
editor is that at times you have 
to pass on the bad news as well 
as the good. I am sad to report of 
the passing of three members, all 
very important in their way.

 Mr. Danny Poole, our 
gentle giant, passed on sudden-
ly. Danny was the past national 
chaplain and national sargent 
at arms, as well as holding these 
positions on the detachment lev-
el. He also held many offices in 
the 18th District Association. 
Danny dedicated 30 years to our 
organization; All will miss him!

 Mr. Bob Farrell was long 
time member of Holland Squad-
ron 6. He was a fantastic host to 
all the commanders and their 
families attending the annual tu-
lip festival and parade. Bob was 
a past 2nd zone commander and 
held numerous offices within the 
squadron. 

 Mr. Bill Forslund, Squad-
ron Commander of Squadron 
44 Marquette, was also the VA 
rep for Jacobetti Veterans Home. 
He put in lots of hours helping 
the Vets and playing bingo with 
them (which he ran). On that 
note, Carvin and I were at the 
home with him in November. 
He was very active in the post 
always cooking and other func-
tion. He will be missed by his Le-
gion Family in the U.P.

 Please keep the families of 
these fallen members and all our 
Legion Family in your thoughts 
and prayers. May God Bless.The Mikado American Legion Post 254, Sons of the Legion (SAL), and Ladies Auxiliary presented cash do-

nations totaling $1,650 to local charities on December 21, 2017. State Representative Sue Allor was present as 
checks were presented to the Mikado St. Vincent de Paul, Mikado Goodfellows, the Baby Pantry, CanPac and the 
Oscoda Veteran’s Administration.

Pictured are Keith Furrow, 2nd Vice Commander Am. Legion; Mike Serafin, Commander; Carl Pierce, Fi-
nance Officer SAL; Bruce David and Jen Lee (Oscoda VA); Kay Lovelace (Goodfellows); State Representative Sue 
Allor; Norma Tracy, Auxiliary President; Bill Miller, Commander SAL; Richard Tracy, Post Adjutant.
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News from the 8th District
Laurie Sweet, President

Community Service - “Have Fun!!”
Loralee Nauta, Chairman

The community is a very important part of our 
lives. It’s the place where we live, attend church, and 
gather together for good and bad. It gives us com-
fortable support, knowing we are part of a bigger 
picture. It’s a place of unconditional support and 
belonging. We call it our hometown, village, city. I 
truly believe that community & service is an essen-
tial part of who we are & what we do.

With that in mind, remember to help whenever 
you can. I know that we all have super busy sched-
ules, but we can always find time to help a neighbor, 
donate your time to a funeral luncheon, aid a veter-
an. Sometimes the littlest things can mean so much.  
Remember all things are community service, stop-
ping by to have a cup of coffee with someone home-
bound or lives alone. Make a meal for a neighbor 
that is ill, or just giving someone a call to say HI, can 
make all the difference in someone lives, and you 
may not even realize it.

If you stop and think about it, you do something 
for someone every day without even knowing it. 
You hold the door open, let someone in line before 
you, these are some general examples of Good Will 
& “Service not Self.” It all goes together. By help-
ing someone with the littlest thing, not only does it 

make them feel good, you get a feeling of enlighten-
ment. What a wonderful feeling to have.

 “Thought of the day.”

Remember that Community Service also blends 
with so many other wonderful programs we do. Ex-
ample: Americanism, Education, Girl’s State, &, etc. 
So without even trying somewhere, some of you 
were involved with these programs while doing 
community service.  

Remember to report anything you do to your 
unit so that they can put it the year-end reports. I’m 
asking for pictures of your events being included in 
your year-end reports to me, so that I may put them 
in my year-end to National. 

REMEMBER HAVE FUN WITH YOUR 
PROGRAMS

Please e-mail or mail me photos and a short 
statement about the event.

If anyone has any questions, please feel free to 
contact me at loraleenauta4@gmail.com.

Grand Ledge American Legion Family Serves the Community
Clara Webb, Unit 48 President

GRAND LEDGE (DECEMBER 17, 2017) – The Grand Ledge Post 48 Legion Family hosted the 
6th annual dinner for 20 homeless male veterans from Lansing Volunteers of America shelter.  In 
addition to dinner, we provided new and slightly used donated items, like clothing and toiletries, 
that they were able to take back with them.

Although we have offered to cook a holiday meal for the veterans, they have preferred over the 
years to have hamburgers and cheeseburgers with fries and other trimmings.  The dinner is all you 
can eat and pop to drink.

After dinner, the veterans go through our post that has tables set up with donated items on 
them.  They may take any items they need to return to VOA.

Tom Dingler, our post service officer, does a great job coordinating the donation of the food and 
transportation of the veterans to and from the VOA.

The Auxiliary Unit gave each attending veteran $10 to use as they wished.  They also asked 
who the oldest and youngest veteran in 
the group was and presented them with 
an extra $10 each.  Plus Tom played a 
trivia game with the veterans and those 
who answered his questions correctly 
received $10 until all of the funds were 
given out.

Special thank you to Meijer in 
Grand Ledge for donating the $300 in 
food for the dinner.

It is a pleasure to serve our veterans 
in the community and work with our 
Legion Family. Together we can accom-
plish many things.

I hope this finds you healthy and unfortunately 
getting out your winter attire. Putting those swim-
suits away unless your lucky enough to vacation 
in the southern states. I think our warm weath-
er has left us for this year and hopefully it returns 
just as quickly as it left.  The beautiful color of our 
fall leaves has turned into crunching ground cover.  
Even though the seasons have been changing be-
fore our eyes it hasn’t seemed to stop some of our 
units from having fun. The St. John’s Mint Festival 
Parade was 3 miles of great community support. 
The men and women of St. John’s stood and salut-
ed the marching Legionnaires and Auxiliary of Post 
153. St. Louis unit 256 honored 9-11 by hosting a 
5k “Race for Warriors.” Commander Lerrette and 
I attended the race to give the runner/walkers en-
couragement. The most beautiful site that early 9-11 
morning was the American flag hanging from a 
crane waving softly in the a.m breeze. They will also 
be doing a cookie walk December 15 at 11:00 a.m 
at the St. Louis post/Community Center on Aging. 
Carson City unit 380 greeted the little princesses 
and super heroes of the community on Halloween 
with five hundred hotdogs, chips, and hot chocolate. 
They are also hosting a breakfast buffet the second 
Sunday of the month (except December) until April. 
Everything from eggs, bacon, pancakes  to breakfast 
burritos made to order. Owosso unit 57 held their 
annual Cantu 5k race celebrating a fallen hometown 
hero, turnout was a huge success. Most if not all the 
units of the eighth district honored our veterans on 
Veterans Day with a celebration of their own to say 
Thank You! Without you there would be no us, even 
though sometimes with humor I say it should be the 
other way around.

I had the pleasure to attend Mission Training 
for the first time in Springfield, Illinois. Ladies if you 
ever want to attend a one day meeting worth ever 
penny I suggest this one. Grab a few of your mem-
bers and stay overnight. Make it a fun overnight get 
away or weekend. I learnt how other members are 
fundraising, increasing membership, and passing 
along the mission statement. A good example of 
something I really liked and will execute is Brand-
ing. Instead of buying expensive shirts you may 
not be able to afford buy a patch from the Flag and 
Emblem sales and either magnetize the back of it or 
make a pin. Then you can transfer your pin from 
shirt to shirt or sweater. How easy is that?  They also 
made a fundraiser out of that idea.  Branding is an 
important part of who we are. We need people to 
know who we are and where we’re from.  Toot your 
horn ladies, some of us are listening.

I leave you with I hope your holidays are joyful 
and spent with loved ones. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Go District Eight, Eight is Great! 



The role of an American Legion Auxiliary 
Historian is to record the events of a given peri-
od, such as the ALA administrative year. As your 
Department Historian this year, not only am I 
recording the events of our Department, but also 
doing some research into the history of the De-
partment of Michigan — what has occurred in 
Michigan over the years and how that relates to 
the National organization.

There are eight volumes of the ALA National 
History, spanning from 1921 — 2000. These vol-
umes highlight the struggles and the accomplish-
ments of both the organization and the National 
Presidents for each year. National Headquarters is 
currently working on a plan to bring the recorded 
history up to date. I acquired most of the volumes 
through Amazon (Amazonsmile.com) if you are 
interested in obtaining available volumes.

I had the honor of traveling with President 
Deanna during the Upper Peninsula Tour in Jan-
uary. The tour allowed me to visit many posts 
that were new to me and meet some Auxiliary 
members that I had not previously met. Travel-
ing across the UP, I saw many things that peeked 
my interest with regards to history. For example, 
the ladies of Unit 114 in Ishpeming were eager to 
point out their picture of Lillian Larson, for whom 
the post was named. I believe these ladies told me 
that Lillian Larson was a nurse in WWII. I encour-
aged the ladies to do some research on their Post’s 
namesake — to find out more about Ms. Larson, 
especially in light of our organization’s upcoming 
centennial. I believe the Unit Charter was granted 
in 1980, which could potentially mean that there 
might be some charter members who could help 
with information from their Unit’s early years.

Once home, I decided to try to find out some 
more information about some of the Units that I 
had visited. I began by poking around in some of 
the boxes and cabinets of records and memorabil-
ia in the basement of our Department headquar-
ters. There I could view Unit Charters — some 
units were chartered twice, meaning at some 
point in time the women of the community where 
there had once been, but no longer was an ALA 
Unit, decided that having a Unit attached to their 
Post had enough merit (“To participate in and 
contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and 
purposes of The American Legion.”) to restart the 
unit that had previously been closed for whatever 
reason.

When I looked at the records of Oscar Falk 
Unit 146 in Menominee, I saw that their charter 
was dated July 26, 1920 — less than a year after 

the
national organization was established. Member-
ship dues at that time were $1.00. Interestingly 
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American Legion Auxiliary  Unit 
153 and the 8th District Associ-
ation Endorses Marcy Jorae for 
2018-2019 Department Chaplain

Historian
Marcy Jorae, Department of Michigan Historian 2017-2018

enough, an application from 11/02/1943 indicated 
that dues were still $1.00 — but the member who 
joined just nine years later in November of 1952 
had to pay $2.00. The price had doubled.

As I continued to look around, I found a box 
marked “Aux. History”, so of course, I could not re-
sist temptation. What was in there??? I found trea-
sures galore — the 50th Anniversary Department 
Scrapbook, a 1776 scrapbook commemorating 
our nation’s bicentennial and what posts and units 
throughout Michigan did to celebrate, and another 
scrapbook from the very early days. You will hear 
more about my findings in future Unit Mailings, so 
be sure to look for them when new Unit Mailings 
come out.

I hope this article will give Unit and District 
Historians the inspirations to do some digging at 
their posts to see if they can find any such treasures. 
You never know what you might find — and as we 
approach 100 Years of Service to Veterans, what 
better way to celebrate than to share the journey 
that this organization has made since the beginning 
in 1919.

September 10, 2017
At a regularly scheduled 

meeting of the Edwin T. Stiles 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 153 held August 7, 2017 
and the 8th District Associ-
ation meeting held Septem-
ber 10, 2017, Marcy (Mrs. 
Stephen) Jorae was endorsed 
for the office of Department 

Chaplain of the American Legion Auxiliary Depart-
ment of Michigan for the Auxiliary year 2018-2019.

Marcy is eligible for membership through the ser-
vice of her late husband, Stephen C. Jorae, a U S Ma-
rine Corps Veteran. He served for 6 years in the Marine 
Corps Reserve during the Vietnam conflict. Mr. Jorae 
was a 30-year member of Edwin T. Stiles Post 153 in St. 
Johns, MI at the time of his passing in 2003.

Marcy has been an active member of the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary since 2006. At the Unit level, she 
has served as Unit President for 10 years, a position she 
currently holds. She has served as Chairman of most 
committees at the Unit level. During this time, Mar-
cy has led the ladies in participation with the Legion’s 
Veteran’s Flag Project which honors over 600 Clinton 
County Veterans by flying their burial flags at the local 
cemetery on patriotic holidays, has been instrumen-
tal in broadening the scope of programs that Unit 153 

participates in, has encouraged members to learn more 
about the American Legion Auxiliary through discus-
sions at meetings and working new programs for the 
Unit, and has spearheaded work at the Post to make 
the American Legion Family more visible in the com-
munity through Americanism awards, the Girls State 
program, and more visibility at community events and 
newspaper articles.

At the District level, Marcy served as First Vice 
President for 2009-2011; as District President 2011 
- 2013; and as District Secretary 2013 to the present, 
mentoring District and Unit Presidents when pos-
sible. Marcy has served as the District Chairman for 
the following committees: Americanism, Community 
Service, Constitution and Bylaws, Education, Leader-
ship, Membership, Past President’s Parley, and Public 
Relations.

On the Department level, Marcy has served on the 
Americanism Committee and chaired the Public Re-
lations and Leadership Committees. During her time 
as Leadership Chairman, Marcy focused on training, 
mentorship, and improving both reporting and nur-
turing a Culture of Goodwill. Marcy is also on the 
Michigan Long Range Strategic Planning Committee, 
currently serving as the Goal 3 Champion -Developing 
Leadership at All Levels and has conducted Workshops 
in many of the Districts to reach out to as many mem-
bers as possible. As we approach the 100th Anniversary 
of the establishment of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Marcy has been appointed chairman of the Depart-
ment Centennial Celebration Committee which will 
focus on celebrating 100 years of helping Michigan’s 
Veterans. Marcy has also attended Mission Training for 
the past three years in an effort to learn more about the 
American Legion Auxiliary and pass that knowledge 
on to her Unit and District.

On the National level, Marcy has been appointed 
to the American Legion Auxiliary Special Centennial 
Celebration Committee which is working on a year-
long celebration of the achievements of the American 
Legion Auxiliary in its first 100 years.

Marcy has been a Registered Pharmacist since 
1977. She worked for Meijer Pharmacy for 32 years in 
the Lansing, MI area, having retired in early 2016. She 
was a Pharmacy Team Leader for 10 of those years.

Her management experience will be an invaluable 
asset as an officer for the Department of Michigan. 
Prior to working for Meijer, Marcy worked for SuperX 
Drugs for 14 years.

Additional community service has included chair-
ing Clinton County Friends of Hospice for several years. 
Marcy was the Chairman of the Sparrow Foundation 
“Hike for Hospice” the first three years of its existence - 
Hike for Hospice is the major annual fundraiser for the 
Hospice Program of the Sparrow Foundation. Marcy 
also served on the committee for the development of 
the Hospice House of Mid-Michigan in Lansing, Mich-
igan and on other Foundation Committees.

It is with great pleasure that we endorse Marcy for 
this position. We feel that she is well qualified to serve 
the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Mich-
igan as an officer. We ask for your consideration and 
endorsement of Marcy for the nomination of Depart-
ment Chaplain for the 2018-2019 Auxiliary year.
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Michigan American Legion Boys State
June is Approaching Fast
Jerry Kelley, Chairman

2018 Winter Sweepstakes Winners 
Eagle Crest Resort, Ypsilanti Feb. 17, 2018
Congratulations!

Beaverton Survivor Memorial Receives Donation
The American Legion

GLADWIN - Acting Gladwin County Dis-
trict Library Director Laura Walters last week 
presented a $5,000 check toward restoring “The 
Survivor” World War I Memorial in Beaverton’s 
Ross Lake Park.

The donation, made just before American 
Legion Post 171’s regular monthly meeting in 
their designated room on the second floor of the 
Gladwin Library on Feb. 8, follows the death last 
month of former Library Director Bruce Guy.

Guy, a life-member of the American Legion,  
made a donated as a final request in a telephone 
call to Library Board Chairman John Rhode. 
Guy also asked that Post 171’s meeting room is 
improved and made into a space for memorabil-
ia about county veterans, according to Library 
Board member Bob Frei.

The donation comes from proceeds stemming 
from the sale of Post 171’s former building in the 
Wooden Shoe area that had previously been do-
nated to the Library by the Post. Guy asked that 
the remaining proceeds be used to improve the 
Gladwin facility.

Bruce Guy was also a member of the World 
War I committee that is working on the resto-
ration project in cooperation with the City of 
Beaverton. Donations can be made at area Chem-
ical Bank branches by noting the American Le-
gion Post 171 Beaverton World War I Memorial 
Project.

 Post 171 Commander Bob Schafer and Memorial Com-
mittee Treasurer Richard Roehrs presents a $5,000 check 
towards restoring “The Survivor” World War I Memorial at 
the entrance to Beaverton’s Ross Lake Park to Acting Library 

Director Laura Walters.  Photo by Bob Frei.

$5000 Marshall Whitehead Detroit
$1500 George Panzone Grand Rapids
$1000 Edward Gutt  Harbor Springs
$500 James Zebley  Brighton
$500 Francis Polczak Grand Rapids
$500 Jon Sperling  Grand Rapids
$500 James Frost  Saginaw
$500 Henry Zalewski Westland
$500 Tom Hollemans Grand Rapids
$100 Willard Webb Southgate
$100 Anthony Berti Royal Oak
$100 Larry Osborne Shelby
$100 Howard Bradford White Pidgeon
$100 Dennis Scheffler Trenton
$100 Gerald Weiss  Clarkston
$100 William Modders Rockford
$100 Herbert Stacey Marshall
$100 Rachel Babcock East Lansing
$100 Brian Reinhardt Clinton Twp

Ann Marie Stevens, Pres-
ident 18th District Auxiliary; 
Stephen Stevens, 18th District 
Commander; Kathleen Grobbel, 
CTRS, CCLS/Supervisor, Child 
Life Beaumont Children’s Hospi-
tal – Royal Oak; Ray Flum, 18th 
District Finance Officer: and 
Elvy Post 143 Auxiliary.

At this time your post and squad-
ron should be into recruiting delegates 
for Boys State. As I talk to our com-
mittee members and the District Boys 
State Chairs, there is great enthusiasm 
and excitement as we head to Boys 
State 2018.

Excitement is brewing in Big Rap-
ids as they are into their 4th year of pro-
moting and funding delegates to both 
Boys and Girls State. Grand Haven is 
also well on its way to another exciting 
year of sponsoring a record number of 
delegates. Many other Posts are work-
ing hard to see that eleventh-grade 
students can go to Boys State. Is your 
post or squadron one of them?

If your post or squadron has not 
been sponsoring delegates to Boys 
State, now is the time. We have help 
available through our committee 
members and District Committee 
Chairs. They are ready, willing, able 
and available to help your post and 
squadron.

We have expanded the number of 
cities at Boys State, so more delegates 
get the opportunity to serve in an 
elected position. Therefore, we need 
your post and squadron to help us fill 
the more than 500 available spaces at 

Michigan Boys 
State.

As we get 
closer to Boys 
State we still have 
challenges to meet:

1. Having Legion and SAL volun-
teers to help at Boys State. No experi-
ence is necessary, just a desire to help. 
We will train you.

2. Increasing the number of dele-
gates attending Boys State. If you have 
a delegate and no money, we will find 
the money. If you have money but no 
delegate, we will find a delegate.

3. We are in need of Quiz Bowl 
Equipment for your Quiz Bowl Tour-
nament. If you have equipment to 
loan, donate or would like to purchase 
for us, please let us know.

We need each post and squadron 
to help provide the Boys State experi-
ence to as many young men as possible. 
They will return to your community as 
a leader and knowledgeable citizen. 

Remember Boys State is at 
Grand Valley State University 
in Allendale, June 17-23.
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2018 Department Annual Convention Information

 WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE    
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION 

WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR 
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE 

MEAL TOGETHER 

      
CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION  

TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM             (248) 804-8493 

MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org in-
stead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the 
Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mailings.

Name:______________________________________________

Member ID #: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

State: ____    Zip Code: ________________ 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________
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The American Legion Testimonial Dinner
Join us for a dinner

Department Commander 
Brett Holt

Department President 
Deanna Cortright

Detachment Commander 
Dominic Merlington

April 7, 2018

5:00 p.m. Social - 6:00 p.m. Dinner

$40 per person - $80 per couple in-
cludes 2 drink tickets per person

Thomas-Daniels-Hand Post 443
2080 N. Meridian Rd., Sanford, MI 

48857

RSVP by March 15, 2018 -

Checks payable to:
 Bonnie Holt - 598 Pilgrim Dr. E., Sagi-

naw, MI 48638

Do you need a place to stay?

Local hotels 6 miles away in Midland
 Baymont Inn & Suites 

989-631-0070
 

Sleep Inn 
989-837-1010

Holiday Inn 
989-794-8500

Hampton Inn 
989-837-4000

The Homeless
Veterans Taskforce

invite you to a night to 
help raise awareness 

and money to support 
homeless veteran pro-

grams.

(R) Catherine Buckley raised over 
$300 for the Michigan Homeless 
Veterans Taskforce fund.  Accepting 
the donation is Cmdr Brett Holt and 
MVTF Chair Dick Chatman.



Around the State...
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Michigan Centennial Coin Order Form

YES! I want to order the Michigan Centennial Coin!

Please send me  ______  at $15 each to the following address:

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City: _____________________  St: _____  Zip: ________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check/money order for qty: __________ x $15 each

      Total: ____________

Make check out to American Legion Department of Michigan. 
Send check or money order to 

Michigan American Legion 
212 N. Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI 48915

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.  Price includes shipping/handling/taxes
visit www.michiganlegion.org to order online through PayPal

Call Mark Sutton at 517.371.4720 ext 16 for questions

Soldier’s Wish presents a $10,000 grant to West Michigan Veterans As-
sistance Program (WMVAP) as part of Operation Christmas Dinner.

Eric Nelson,5th District Commander, represented The American Le-
gion, Department of Michigan.

WMVAP operates a food pantry in the VA Homeless Services Center in 
Grand Rapids which serves Allegan, Barry, Ionia, Kent, Muskegon and Otta-
wa counties. WMVAP provides funds, goods and services with compassion 
to veterans in need on a case by case basis.

American Legion Post 294 in Swartz Creek applied 
for a grant from the Home Depot.  The local Home De-
pot provided supplies and workers to come in and paint  
the hall and clubroom.

They had a large crew and and a fun time with the 
folks from the store.  THANK YOU HOME DEPOT!!

American Legion Post #287 in Cedar Springs welcomed 
State Commanders and Presidents to their post for the an-
nual Early Bird Dinner. It is their tradition to give them red 
flannels pajamas.

On the 18th District 
Tour, Commander Dom 
had the privilege to take 
a photo with Doniven, 
the grandson of Post 63 
Commander Kimberly 
Lambouris.

The American Legion Ladies Auxiliary Unit 44 Mar-
quette,  recently made a donation of Josh Dog Kits to the 
UP Health System, Marquette Hospital, Pediatric Unit. The 
plush puppy, I’ll Be OK” book and dog house was inspired 
by a real life Golden Retriever and is intended to help alle-

viate stress and provide comfort to children having tests, procedures and going in the hospital.
The Auxiliary Children & Youth, Pennies From Heaven Program generates their funds from 
loose change donations at the Legion’s bar.  They plan to make this donation on a regular basis. 


