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100 Years ago the great War Came to an end
November 11, 1918 iN Paris

ring the Bells on novemBer 11 at 1100
Let your PhoNe be the beLL

Winter Meeting Registration and Banquet Forms Page 13

Will you sound the bells on November 11 at 1100 hours to remember 
the ending of World War 1?

The World War One Centennial Commission is asking everyone to ring a bell on 
November 11.   They are asking churches, community centers, fire departments, and 
establishments that have a bell to ring it on that day as a symbol that we remember.

Don’t have a bell?  No, problem.

Chances are you do have a cell phone though.  The commission is asking every 
individual with a cell phone to install the “Bells of Peace” app from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play.  There is no cost and the app will ring a bell at 11 am on 
November 11.

There are no WWI veterans left to remember, let us not forget their sacrifice, their 
commitment to peace, and their dedication to each other.  It is up to all of us to 
remember our history or we will be doomed to repeat it.

November 11, 1918 at 1100 hours “The 
Great War” ended.  Four years and over 
60 million troops committed to the 
war from both sides. Over nine million 
troops were killed in action and twenty 
million were wounded.  To give an 
idea of how many that is, Michigan’s 
population today is nine and half 
million citizens.  

Europe’s citizens paid in blood too, 
close to seven million civilians were 
killed, because of the war.  The war was 
not confined to Europe; Japan fought 
the Imperial German Navy and German territories in 
the Pacific for the Allies.

On the front the weather was foggy, overcast, and the 
trenches were muddy and wet, but the war was finally 
over.  American had committed over four million 
troops and lost 126,000 in action.  America’s entry 
into the war in 1917 brought a hasty end to the war 
once the fresh troops and supplies had arrived.  

The end of the war brought many new challenges 
to the countries involved.  Wounded troops went 
home to their countries, who would care for them?  
Countries infrastructures were devastated and needed 
rebuilding.  New services to help the families and 

soldiers left behind to carry the burdens of war in 
their minds needed help.

Thankfully the troops mobilized when going back 
home, they took their fighting spirit and energy and 
channeled it to rebuilding.  The American Legion 
was formed for that purpose and other groups.  They 
came home, they supported families, they lobbied 
government, and they took positions of leadership 
to make their country better and to understand the 
sacrifices made will not be forgotten.

Stop and remember the millions of lives lost and 
changed forever on November 11.
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ChaPLaiN

A Time To Give Thanks and Rejoice
Eddie Brown 
State Chaplain 

Greetings 
Legion 

Family. To quote 
a popular TV 
show, “Winter is 
coming.”  As winter 
approaches, we find 
ourselves making 
preparations for the 

cooler weather.  We close our pools, 
put some outdoor furniture away and 
start switching our wardrobes over to 
warmer clothes and coats.  We also 
start making plans for the holidays.  
We look forward to being with family 
and decide how and where we are 
going to celebrate.  Some of us will 
travel, and others will plan meals.  
That’s how life is.  It is good to make 
plans.  Proverbs 21 tells us, (verse 5) 
“The plans of the diligent lead to profit 
as surely as haste leads to poverty 
(waste),” ... (20) “The wise store up 
choice food and olive oil, but fools 
gulp theirs down,” and (21) “Whoever 
pursues righteousness and love finds 
life, prosperity and honor.”  

 Sometimes things suddenly 
happen in life to make us change our 

plans.  Some of those events are good 
like new jobs or babies.  Sometimes 
the changes are bad such as an illness, 
becoming homeless, or even losing 
loved ones (and often a combination 
of such).  I want to remind you that 
there are those among us that do not 
have family with which to share the 
holidays.  Sometimes the Legion is all 
the family they have.  So let’s be aware 
of those around us in need and find 
ways to include them. I have already 
seen information about many posts 
hosting holiday dinners so that no 
veteran or their families need to go 
hungry or eat alone.  

 I know many posts are hosting 
children’s Christmas parties that 
include neighborhood kids.  That is a 
good thing.  A few years back we were 
hosting one of these parties where we 
had food, entertainment and Santa, 
and let the kids choose their own 
gifts.  A young mother told me that 
those were the best gifts her kids were 
going to get that year.  We found out 
her husband was serving overseas 
and she was trying to make ends meet 
working as a waitress.  We made sure 
the family was taken care of.  I believe 
God will bless us for what we do, but 

that’s not why we do it.  Knowing that 
we have helped someone is a reward in 
itself.  Deuteronomy 15:10 says, “Give 
generously to them and do so without 
a grudging heart; then because of this 
the Lord your God will bless you in all 
your work and in everything you put 
your hand to.”

 I often look out the window 
in the middle of the night with the 
snow blowing outside but inside 
the fireplace is going and an old 
movie is on the television.  And yes, 
I love all of the holiday movies; A 
Christmas Carol (most any version), 
A Christmas Story, Home Alone, and 
It’s a Wonderful Life.  And lately, the 
Waltons and most anything on the 
Hallmark Channel.  And the older I 
get, the more sentimental I get.  I think 
about the good ole days of my youth 
and remember times with those now 
departed.  As I sit at my dining room 
table during the holidays, I know that 
I am blessed.  I have my family and 
friends that I love; and, know that 
I am loved.  That includes you, my 
Legion Family.  And, as written in 
Philippians 1:3, “I thank God every 
time I remember you.”  May God bless 
you this Holy Day season.  Amen 

Four Chaplain Services
Southeast Michigan Four 
Chaplains Memorial 
Service 

Southeast Michigan Four Chaplains 
Memorial Service will be held on 
January 27th, 2019 @ 2:00 pm at the 
Walter Fraser American Legion Post 
108, Oxford.  As a reminder , this 
is not an American Legion Family 
Only event.   ALL are welcome, bring 
your family, friends, neighbors.  
Let’s keep their story alive.  

West Michigan Four Chaplains 
Story

American Legion Post 459 presents 
the Four Chaplains Story, January 
26, 2019, Noon to 2:00 pm at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum, 
303 Pearl Street, Grand Rapids.  For 
more information contact Wanda 
Torres by phone, (616) 558-6766 or 
wtchaplaintorres@gmail.com. 

Open to the Legion Family and the 
public.
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Fisher house oF Michigan -goal $650,000

End of year wrap up doesn’t slow Legion programs

Steve Striggow
State Commander

G r e e t i n g s 
C o m m a n d e r , 
Officers and 
members as we 
welcome our fall 
colors and colder 
weather. I am 

sure we have started watching 
football, and other fall shows on 
our TV now. It is not hard to miss 
the political advertisements on 
candidates and issues which our 
state will decide.  November 6th is 
Election Day, and we all have to 
make hard decisions on who will 
lead us into the future how we feel 
about issues that will affect us all. 
Although the American Legion 
does not take a stand on who 
to vote for or the issues, we still 
want to encourage you to VOTE! 
It is our right we have earned and 
fought for and our responsibility 

to try to elect leaders and make 
decisions to better the entire state. 
I request that you ask friends 
and family members to vote and 
also mentor a young adult who 
can vote, to come with you and 
exercise their rights.

The last issue listed dates and 
deadlines for our programs. 
November 20th is the deadline 
for the oratorical contest. This 
life-altering experience changes 
a young adult’s life and earns 
money for college.  At our state 
convention in June, we were 
all riveted to our seats as we 
listened to last year’s winner 
give his speech, and we were all 
amazed at what a great job he 
did. Please have your Post select 
a high schooler to compete in this 
contest, and if you need assistance, 
please contact HQ. The deadlines 
for any other scholarships and 
awards is the beginning of the 

year. NOW is the time to start 
preparing schools, teachers and 
potential award winners to fill 
out the applications and get them 
into state headquarters programs 
coordinator. Again, if you have 
questions, please contact us, we 
are here to assist you.

Congratulation Brian Mohlman 
on recently attending and 
graduating National American 
Legion College. This experience 
will provide the tools to you to 
pass onto other Legion members 
as well as the knowledge to 
become better Legionnaires.

Lastly, I would wish the Marines 
a happy birthday this month and 
hope that you all enjoy Veterans 
Day and honor our current and 
past veterans in some way on 
November 11th. 
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Ron Runyan 
State Adjutant 

Dear 

Legionnaires, 

My home post in Holly 
has long supported the 
Fisher House mission, but 
this spring, it all changed.

This spring, I had the 
privilege of standing on the grounds where 
Michigan’s first Fisher House will soon stand 
to support the families of the Veterans who 
need treatment at the Ann Arbor VA. I was 
invited to be a part of the check presentation 
ceremony during which American Legion 
Post 46 in Ann Arbor decided to challenge 
the state to match their $100,000 gift – it was 
then that I felt an overwhelming desire to do 
more. 

Michigan is the largest state in the nation 
without a Fisher House, and we Legionnaires 
must take the lead in changing that. I have 
decided to make Fisher House Michigan 
my special project for my term as State 
Commander, and I hope you will join me 

in making Fisher Houses in Ann Arbor 
and Detroit a reality.  Building two Fisher 
Houses in Michigan is just the beginning. 

You can be part of a lasting legacy for 
Michigan Legionnaires.   Let’s join forces 
to do more for Fisher House Michigan. I 
challenge you to dig deep. There are 650,000 
Veterans in the state of Michigan, and the 
least we can do is pledge a dollar for each of 
them for Fisher House.  

Make your pledge between now and 
Veterans Day, and every dollar we donate 
will be doubled by generous corporate 
donors. If Michigan Legionnaires meet this 
$650,000 goal this year, this will mean $1.3 
million in support of Michigan Veteran 
families!

Yours in service,

Steve Striggow

Yes, Commander Striggow  
Count Me In to help Fisher House of Michigan 

Name:____________________________________________________ 
I belong to Post: ______________________________________________ 
Email: _______________________________Phone: _________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________ St: _____ Zip:_______________ 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Accept my donation: $ ________________ 
Every dollar counts and helps veterans and their families when the Fisher 
House of Michigan is completed. 
Write: Commanders Special Project in Memo line. 
 
Make checks payable and send to: 
 The American Legion Department of Michigan 
Attn: Commanders Special Project 
212 N. Verlinden, Lansing, MI 48915  
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District MeetingsMembership News
Almost to the Half-way Point

2019 Membership Goal: 65,439  October  25, Total: 41,519-66.34

Richard Tracy 
Membership Director  

1st District
Dec 3 - District Meeting
Feb 4, 2019 - Dist Nominating Mtg
Apr 1, 2019 - District Annual Mtg 
Meetings held at Joe Louis Post 375 
in Detroit, and begin at 7 pm 

2nd District
Dec 2 - Post 514, Ida
Feb 24, 2019 - Post 31, Chelsea
April 27, 2019 - Post 324, Rose City 
     - Memorial Service at 4 pm
May 19, 2019 - Post 315, Brooklyn
SAL at 11 am, Riders at noon, Svc 
Officers at 1 pm, Mtgs at 2 pm 

3rd District
Nov 4 - Post 36, Kalamazoo
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 52, Coldwater
Mar4, 2019 - Post 42, Charlotte
May 5, 2019 - Post 48, Grandledge
Executive Board at 11:30 am, Lunch 
at noon, Meetings at 1 pm 

4th District
Nov 4 - Post 49, South Haven
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 89, Allegan
Mar 4, 2019 - Open
May 6 - Post 45, Hastings
Lunch at 12:30 pm, Mtgs at 2 pm

5th District
Nov 8 - Post 376, Marne
Jan 10, 2019 - Post 179, Grandville
March 14, 2019 - TBD
May 9, 2019 - Elections, Post 28, 
             Grand Haven 
July 11, 2019 - TBD 
Meetings at 7 pm
E-Board Meetings 7 pm, Post 154, 
Wyoming, Dec 13, and 2019 - Feb 
14, Apr 11, Jun 13

6th District
Nov 4 - Post 238, Holt
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 269, Haslett
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 419, Pinckney
May 5, 2019 - Post 64, Flint
Lunch at noon, Meetings at 1 pm

7th District
Jan 13, 2019 - Post 16, Lapeer
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 566, Memphis

8th District
Nov 4 - Post 203, Belding
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 502, Elsie
Mar 3, 2019 - Post 380, Carson City
May 5, 2019 - Post 452, Stanton 
Service Officer School at noon, 
Lunch at 1 pm, Meeting or 
Commanders Call at 3 pm

9th District
Dec 8 - Post 397, Hesperia -TBD
Mar 9, 2019 - TBD
May 11, 2019 - Post 219, Fife Lake
Exe Bd noon, Lnch 1 pm, Mtg 2 pm
All mtgs joint w/SAL and Auxiliary
Auxiliary meets in separate room 
with membership after lunch 

10th District
Nov 3 - Post 211, East Tawas
Jan 12, 2019, - Post 165, Midland
Mar 2, 2019 - Post 18, Bay City
May 5, 2019 - Post 239, Linwood
Lunch at noon, Meeting at 1 pm,
Memorial service in May

11th District
Jan 25, 2019 - Post 21 Stambaugh

 12th District
Jan 25, 2019 - Post 21 Stambaugh

UP Association Meetings
Jan 25 & 26, 2019 - Post 21 
Stambaugh

16th District
Nov 13 - Post 337, Flat Rock
Dec 11 - Post 478, Southgate*
Jan 8, 2019 - Post 232, Dearborn Hts
Feb 12, 2019 - Post 364, Dearborn*
Mar 12, 2019 - Post 217, Wyandotte
Apr 9, 2019 - Post 426, Trenton*
May 14, 2019 - Post 67, Lincoln Park 
      Dual/Memorial Service/Elections
June 12, 2019 - Post 396, Garden City
Meetings at 7:30 pm
*Service Officer School 6:30 pm

17th District
Nov 21 - Post 32, Livonia
Jan 16, 2019 - Post 391, Plymouth
Mar 20, 2019 - Post 390, Detroit
May 15, 2019 - Post 32, Livonia
Jun 19, 2019 - Post 147, Northville

18th District
Nov 18 - Post 20, Pontiac 
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 346, Farmington 
Apr28, 2019, Memorial Service - 
             Post 172, Rochester
May 19, 2019, Election - Post 143,
             Auburn Hills
Jun 9, 2019 - Post 253, Royal Oak 
All meetings on Sunday at 2 pm

19th District
Dec 9 - Post 194, Petoskey
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 201, Atlanta
Member training at 10:30 am, Social 
hour 11 am – noon, Lunch at noon, 
Meeting at 1 pm

Submit District Meeting dates 
and information to info@
MichiganLegion.org. Deadline for the 
January issue is December 1. 

Can you believe it’s almost the 
halfway point already?  At the 
time of this writing, we have 
eight plus posts which are at 
100%.  We have also put in 

place to get the DMS transfers to the districts 
electronically.  The districts can then send them 
electronically to the posts.  We are working on 
getting the DMS transfers into the posts so that 
more info will be forthcoming.

At this time, Michigan is setting 13th nationally, so 
keep up the good work.

You should have received the Al Ford forms.  If 
you have someone that signs up three past or 
delinquent members, please send the names to 
Deanna at Dept.

Later this winter, I will be visiting the districts.  I 
have been to a few this fall.

Thank you for all you do.  God Bless you, and God 
Bless our Troops.

Remember the Membership 
Incentives by December 31
If your Post achieves 100% by 
Veterans’ Day, the commander 
or the membership chairperson 
will get a jacket, and the Post will 
receive $2.00 per paid member 
back.  Then from Veterans’ Day 
to Dec. 31, 2018, the Post will get 
$1.00 per paid member back.

So, Post Commanders need to 
get your membership teams to 
work very hard.  The District 
commanders need to help your 
Post commanders get a 3-5-person 
membership team on board.

Retain members with a “Buddy Check.”
Mark Sutton, Public Relations Director

Buddy checks have become important with the awareness of the suicides of our veterans.  Most of whom, according to 
studies are older veterans.  Being a member of the Legion, members seek camaraderie they had in the military; they like 
that someone has “their back.”  Do we?  Sometimes we can make simple tasks more complicated then they need to be.  

Let’s take the buddy check, it can take less than five minutes to complete, but the impact can be powerful for your post.  
Gather your membership team and divide the members of the group.  If you have a phone number call the members, if not, 
and they live locally, visit them.  A simple hello just wanted to see how things are going could mean the difference between 
renewing or not renewing for a member. Make the visit about them, not renewing membership.

You might find members in need, and your post can help.  You might find a member has passed away and you can offer 
assistance to the widow.  Do they need work done around the house?  Maybe the post members can help.  Maybe they need 
to talk to a veteran service officer.  You also might find members ready to get involved and attend a meeting.

Check on your members, check on your buddies; it might change their life and yours.
 



212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915  New Phone: (517) 267-8809 SECTION TWO

Page 5                                                                                                                                                          November/December 2018
From the Desk of the President                                                                         2018-2019 Department President, Deborah Williamson 

The holidays are on the way

Thank You, from National President

As your President pens 
this, she is rowing backward, 
thinking back about our Fall 
Conference, which is still very 
familiar in my heart. I would 
so like to thank National 
President, Kathy Dungan for 
visiting our Fall Conference in 

Muskegon. It was such a pleasure to have the time 
to get to know her better. She had nice comments 
on how this Fall Conference was presented.  Thank 
you for that!  On the other hand, I must say how 
disappointed I am with the lack of respect and the 
behavior of some of our members. What does one 
do to bring civility back to our organization?  

Sometimes we get so caught up in the 
mechanics of our programs, that we lose sight of 
our ultimate goals.  We travel many roads to attain 
them and yet all our efforts are for one purpose, 
to attain the freedom that allows us to work and 
care for others. Opportunity knocks, reach out in 

service to America. 

It is a crisp-sunshiny September day, and 
at first, it was difficult to project my thoughts 
into November. Then I recalled Veterans day and 
Thanksgiving day, and a deep feeling of gratitude 
filled my heart. We have so many blessings as 
Americans! So much to share. So much to cherish 
and protect. Our active military and their families 
need our thoughts and prayers always.  Remember 
our veterans (and active military) while marching 
in our Veterans Day parades. Remember our 
active military, who will not be at home to enjoy 
that family time and that good all American 
turkey dinner. Remember our veterans and active 
military for all our freedoms. Remember this is 
why we joined the American Legion Auxiliary in 
the first place. 

Once again the Christmas and Chanukah 
season brings its message of “Peace and Goodwill” 
to men. We can hope that someday, somehow, 

mankind will hear and take to heart that message, 
and make the spirit of the holidays a living force.

This year, as always, Christmas will 
be brighter in veterans’ hospitals and homes 
throughout Michigan because of the Christmas 
Gift Shops, which bring the joy of giving within 
reach of hospitalized veterans. The veteran 
himself will be remembered with Christmas 
parties and personal gifts.  We can all be proud 
that through our Auxiliary membership, we have 
a share in this wholehearted giving.

Our Christmas activities, of course, are 
only part of our continuing concern not only 
for the veterans and his family but all children. 
Our broad programs contribute to the security of 
America’s peace and freedom. Let us in the coming 
year work harder than ever before with the hope 
that someday a Christmas and Chanukah will 
come when peace and goodwill actually will rule 
in this world of ours. 

Deb (Williamson),

Thank you for all the courtesies extended to me 
during my visit to your great state.  It was an 
awesome dinner/banquet, and your Chairmen’s 
presentation were very informative.  Michigan is 
off  with a great start under your leadership!  Thank 
the Department for the $200 donation to my special 
project- Women Veterans.  

Wishing you a great year!

Kathy
National President, American Legion Auxiliary
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For God and Country, we associate ourselves 
together for the following purposes: …. to 
promote peace and goodwill on earth (and in our 
organization).

 At this time of year, our thoughts typically 
go to celebrating Veterans Day, a day that not only 
brings about recognition for Veterans who have 
served in our military, but also the commemoration 
of the signing of the armistice - the end to World 
War I.  We pay tribute to those who sacrificed for us 
so that we may enjoy the freedoms we have today.   
    We also give thanks 
this time of year for the many blessings in our lives. 
We gather together to spend a day of Thanksgiving 
with our family and friends, grateful that we can 
share our time.  

And then the year-end holidays, we celebrate many 
time-honored traditions and religious events - each 
worshiping in our faith and praising our Creator for 
the religious beliefs that are the foundations from 
which we build our lives.  

With the end of the year and the beginning of 
a new one, we celebrate past accomplishments 
and look forward to new goals and resolutions to 
improve our lives. 

These are the things that fill our thoughts during 
November and December, yet as I sit down to 
write this article, the thoughts that are fresh in my 
mind are the events of this past weekend at Fall 
Conference in Muskegon.  

There were many good things about Fall 
Conference; it is always good to see old friends and 
make new ones when we gather for such functions.  
We were blessed to have National President Kathy 
Dungan in attendance to see and participate in 
our Schools of Instruction.  There were truly some 
shining moments during the weekend, and for that, 
I feel we were blessed.

While we should always try to look for the good 
and on the positive side of things, I feel that we will 
never improve if we do not think about the negative 
things that happen and work to eliminate those 
behaviors from our time together.   

This organization came about 99 years ago 

because members of the newly founded American 
Legion felt it necessary to include the women who 
had stayed behind and supported the troops during 
World War I to stand beside them in their new 
organization.  They realized that these women (the 
mothers, wives, daughters, and sisters) had much to 
contribute to the care of our nation’s Veterans- to 
help heal the sick and wounded, to help the grieving 
families who had lost loved ones during the war.     
That is where the Auxiliary’s distinguishing line 
in the preamble joins us to serve with the Legion 
- TO PARTICIPATE IN AND CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT  OF THE AIMS 
AND PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN LEGION.  
Our original mission was very clear - we are here 
to serve the Veterans.   As the four pillars of The 
American Legion support not only Veteran Affairs 
& Rehabilitation, but also Americanism, Children 
& Youth, and National Security, the Auxiliary 
programs have been developed to include this work 
as well.  

When we think of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
our first thoughts are serving our Veterans.   That 
is why, when given the opportunity I ask every 
member to think of that Veteran through whom 
they gained their eligibility.  Whether you wear your 
Honor Their Service button or not, you can keep the 
image of “your Veteran” in your mind to remind you 
that all your actions on behalf of the ALA should 
honor that Veteran and their service to this country.  
Inappropriate behavior does not honor them.   

And that brings me back to Fall Conference.  Many 
good things came out of Fall Conference.  But from 
the remarks I overheard from both Auxiliary and 
Legion members and the posts on Facebook, many 
felt as I  did that we have a long road ahead of us to 
learn to treat each other with dignity and respect.   
There were too many instances of things that should 
not have occurred.   We had many members there 
for the first time.   Will they return?  I sincerely hope 
so, for without new members we cannot continue 
to grow and remain a viable organization.   If we 
do not remain a viable organization in the future, 
who will serve our Veterans? Our active military 
and their families? Our children and Youth?   Our 
communities?   If we cannot get along with each 
other and work together, how will we entice new 
members to join us?  How will we be able to serve 
others if we cannot be kind to each other?   We 
should be mentoring the newer members, or those 
taking on new roles.  Rather than pointing out their 
errors publicly, we should take the opportunity 
to have private discussions and seek resolutions.   

Rather than place blame, we should work together 
for the betterment of the organization.   Rather than 
discourage members from attending meetings,  we 
should welcome them with open arms, especially 
as they bring new ideas and ways to fulfill our 
mission. 

So, let’s look at November and December again.   
Veterans Day - a day to be grateful for our Veterans 
and honor their service.  A day for Auxiliary sisters 
to work together in peace and harmony whether it 
is preparing and to serve  dinner to our Veterans, 
visiting with those who cannot get out, or however, 
else we work together to honor them.  Do we have 
to do things as they have always been done, or is 
there room in our lives for new ideas and traditions 
to be born? 

Thanksgiving - a time to be thankful for our 
Veterans, our families, and friends.   Again, a time 
to work together in harmony to help those we serve.  
Is it really important that you make the best pie 
and everyone knows it?  Be grateful you have those 
willing to put food on the table.   Christmas 
Gift Shops are a wonderful project for Auxiliary 
sisters to work together in harmony.  We must not 
tarnish our jingle bells with petty remarks and 
actions.  That takes away from the Christmas spirit 
as our Veterans come to shop. 

Whatever our faith, let this holiday season be 
a time of joyous celebration that our lives have 
meaning and purpose.  These celebrations are not a 
time of competition- they should be a time of peace 
on earth - goodwill to men (and women). 

And finally, as we head into a new year, let one of 
our primary resolutions be to honor the service of 
our veteran, not only with our projects and works 
but also with our words, actions and how we relate 
to others. 

My prayer for all Legion Family members this 
holiday season:  Heavenly Father, please forgive us 
our actions that hurt others and that do not honor 
our veterans.   Help us to mend our ways, that we 
may work together in harmony for the betterment 
of our nation and our organization.   We have so 
much to offer - remind us when we falter that we 
can accomplish so much more by being kind.   We 
thank you for our Veterans and all that we have, 
watch over our troops and their families.   May we 
strive for peace and harmony in our day and may 
we treat our Auxiliary sisters as we would like them 
to treat us.  In Your name, we pray, Amen

Chaplain’s Corner
Marcy Jorae, Department Chaplain

Knowledge is power
Rosemary Maciejewski, 5th  
District President
 

Have you ever found yourself 
leaving Fall Conference and 
wishing that you could learn more 
about a program? 5th District 
may have found a solution to this, 
by hosting an informational Expo. 
The mission of this program is to 
give every Auxiliary member the 
opportunity to explore all of the 
programs, at their leisure. 

The first step was to find 
a venue large enough to hold 
the number of tables; they did 

the Neal Fonger Unit 179 in 
Grandville Michigan. They 
then began working on getting 
knowledgeable members to host 
the tables of information. While 
working through this, they found 
some of the programs could be 
combined and so have fewer 
tables to arrange, bring down the 
potential noise level in the room. 

Allowing 2 1/2 hours 
for members to visit the 
informational and increase 
their knowledge about their 
program of interest. The expo 
allowed ladies that were unable 
to attend the Fall conference 
an opportunity to update their 

information,  opportunities for 
units to bring in their new and 
old members most importantly 
the opportunity to network with 
other auxiliary women. 

14 units participated in 
making this program a success 
and visitors from the other 
districts may look into hosting an 
Expo themselves.

It is important that we 
seek ways to empower our 
organization, Knowledge and 
Communication are the most 
valuable tools we have in this 
organization, so make the most 
of your tools.
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
Fun Facts, Helpful Hints!

Gary LaMunyon
SAL Commander

Greetings from Gilligan!  
If you don’t know what 

that means, ask someone who was 
at Fall Conference in Muskegon.  
By the way, “Thanks, Mom!” 
While on the topic of conferences, 
our next meeting is in February 

at Winter Meeting in Flint.  Even though this is a 
DEC (Detachment Executive Committee) meeting, all 
members are welcome.  We start at 9 a.m. Saturday and 
continue until we conclude business, generally before 
noon.  You will find that the trip was very worthwhile.

Have you ever seen a land of a thousand Sons? You 
would have if you were at our National Convention in 
Minneapolis.  There were nearly 1,000 of us from 55 
detachments celebrating The American Legion’s 100th 
Convention, bidding a fond farewell to an outstanding 
Sons of The American Legion National Commander 
Danny Smith and welcoming our new national 
commander from New York, Greg (Doc) Gibbs.  (Doc as 
in professor, not medical.)   

Have you ever wondered how 50 states could have 
55 detachments?  Besides our 50 states and Washington, 
D.C., there are detachments in France, Mexico, the 
Philippines and Puerto Rico.  

It is amazing what you can learn just by hanging out 

with our comrades.  For example, 
at convention I was approached by 
a panhandler outside the hotel.  I 
gave him a donation, and he went 
on his way.  I was standing next to a 
Son from Chicago.  He told me that 
when he is approached by someone 
who claims to be a veteran, he 
gives them an application to The 
American Legion.  “A handout 
lasts a short time, the Legion may 
be worth thousands of dollars of 
help over the rest of his life,” he 
said.  I’m not sure if it works, but I 
just might give it a try.

We have some of the most 
knowledgeable Sons in our own 
Michigan Detachment.  I don’t 
claim to be one of them, but I know 
the guys who are.  Routinely check 
in on the Sons of The American 
Legion Detachment of Michigan 
Facebook page, and you will meet some of these men.  
They have graciously agreed to donate their time and 
meet with me at Department Headquarters in Lansing 
where they will share this wealth of knowledge with all 
of us.

I would like to close by acknowledging the 
outstanding efforts of Past Detachment Commander 

Michigan SAL Detachment members join in with nearly 1,000 Sons from 55 de-
tachments from around the world at the National Convention held in Minneap-
olis.  The Legion’s 100th National Convention was held in August. 

Dominic Merlington and his membership director Past 
Detachment Commander Carvin Chapman.  Under 
their leadership the Detachment of Michigan not only 
attained 100 percent membership but we now have more 
members than at any other time in the Detachment’s 
history.  What a great time to be a Son.  Keep spreading 
the word and join me in being our Comrade’s Caddy.

Royal Oak Boy Scout Troop 1615 member Chas 
Osborn got an idea for his Eagle Scout Project 

when his neighbor gave him her old flags to retire when 
his troop went camping.

“I realized that the average American citizen may 
not know how or where to dispose of old American 
flags,” Osborn said.

Royal Oak American Legion Post 253 
members  volunteered to help. Osborn  especially 
appreciated member Jeff Ludeman, who donated his 
time to cut a hole in the asphalt to place a post for a drop 
box for old flags.

Osborn finished the project on the day of the Legion 
meeting, was invited to attend and said the members 
were excited to see the finished product and were very 
complimentary.  

Osborn said Royal Oak Boy Scout troops 1601, 
1610 and 1627 will also share responsibility for checking 
the box and properly retiring the flags  throughout the 
year.

“This isn’t a one and done project,” Osborn said. 
“I hope this box will stand for many years, collecting 
American flags to be appropriately retired. ...  I felt this 
project was a way to serve the community and honor an 
important symbol of our country.”

For more information, call 248-546-0490.

Royal Oak Boy Scout Installs Drop Box For Old Flags
Sharon Longman
Reprinted with permission from 
The Oakland Press, Aug. 30

Boy Scout Chas Osborn (center) with Royal Oak Post 253 
members, including Jeff Ludeman and John Williams, 
outside post with Eagle Scout Project Flag Dropbox. 
Photo by Carol Osborn

As officers come and go each year, so does the 
whereabouts of important squadron information. Your 
constitution and bylaws along with the standing rules 
that you operate by are some of the most important 
documents and should be on file at the squadron and 
detachment levels. 

Every squadron should have them. Check to see if 
you do. If not, make a draft and send to me so that our 
judge advocate and I can go through them, certify them 
and put on file at Department in Lansing. That way there 
would be a copy available in case they are misplaced 
or lost. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
davidmennel@yahoo.com.

Constitution and Bylaws
David Mennel, Chairman

Commander Gary would like to introduce 
our new Riders Liaison Robert (Rob) Secco 
(Nickname-Lunchbox).  Rob has been a 
member of the Sons for 12 years at Lincoln Park 
Squadron 67, and a Rider out of Trenton Post 
478.  You can reach him at 13805 Westminster, 
Southgate, MI 48195 or robsecco@gmail.com. 
Welcome aboard!
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Recruit – Retain – Reinstate 
These are fantastic words when it 

comes to membership! However, before 
you can do all of these things you need 
to send your Bond and Officers list to 
Deanna in Lansing. Regrettably, there are 
still squadrons that have not done this. 
Please do it now so we can once again 
reach another all-time high! 

Membership is the lifeblood of our 
great organization.  But we also need to 
focus on youth, educating them about 
the Four Pillars and other principles that 
the Sons stand for. Hopefully, by doing 
this, we can get them and their parents to 
become part of the Legion Family.
Look at the target dates and please send 
in your membership even if you have 
only a few. If you need me, do not hesitate 
to contact me and I will get back with you 
as soon as I can.  
Carvin Huey Chapman  
cchapman0371@gmail.com
248-431-0371.

Membership News
Carvin “Huey” Chapman
Chairman

2018-2019 
Sons of The 

American Legion
Membership Target Dates 

November 15, 2018                    35% 

December 12, 2018                         45%
 
January 17, 2019                      60%
 
February 13, 2019                          75%

March 13, 2019                              80%

April 10, 2019                                   90%

May 8, 2019                                   100%

*July 24, 2019                               105%
     *Delegate Strength Target Date 

Chaplain Article 

Send checks made out to either the National 
Emergency Fund or the Child Welfare 
Foundation, along with your Squadron number 
in the memo line, to:  
Sandy Lipman 
13633 Vernon 
Oak Park, MI 48247 

Goals of 50 cents per member for the National 
Emergency Fund

and $1 per member for the
Child Welfare Foundation  are set for the 

Sons of the American Legion.
See “Natural Distasters Cut Wide Paths” 

on Page 13 

Gladstone Squadron 71 was recently honored 
with a plaque and flag ribbon commemorating the 
achievement of 100 percent in membership and 
continued donation of one dollar per member to the 
Child Welfare Club. Each squadron that achieves 
100 percent by Detachment Convention will receive 
the award. Gladstone will display their award in the 
post.  They also have a certificate and flag banner 
which the August Mattson Squadron can keep in its 
file for the history of the squadron. 

    What a great time to belong to the greatest 
organization on earth! The Michigan Sons of The 
American Legion are making great strides in 
American Legion programs, helping the local posts, 
and working with the community. The Sons of The 
American Legion was founded for preserving the 
American Legion traditions and programs while improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for veterans 
and their families and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship. 

New officers of the Gladstone Squadron have been nominated and elected for the upcoming year.  The members 
continue to be active in the community and participate in the flag retirement honoring veterans on Veterans Day and 
placing flags on the graves of veterans on Memorial Day. The Gladstone Sons give to the Gladstone Salvation Army each 
year with money coming from the chicken dinners and through membership dues.

The Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Michigan represents over 24,000 members in the state of 
Michigan. The Sons of The American Legion was founded in 1932 as a program of The American Legion. The Sons of The 
American Legion follow closely and support the Four Pillars of The American Legion: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, 
Americanism, Children and Youth, and National Security.   

Gladstone Squadron 71 members John Pickard, 
Wayne Smoot Sr., Gary Gray, George Maciejewski , 
Tony Sustarich, Bill Starnes Sr. and Don Couillaird.

Serving veterans and their families 
is the mainstay of our mission as Sons.   
However, the organization of the Sons of 
The American Legion, needs enthusiastic 
volunteers to keep the organization 
growing and innovating.   Step outside of 
your squadron and the detachment and 
consider serving in another capacity.

The Sons of The American Legion has 
several commissions and committees to 
fill each year.  You can find a list of them 
at legion.org/sons/commissions.  The only 
qualification is that you are a member in 
good standing.

If you are interested in being considered 
for a national appointment please send 
me your name, email, phone number, and 
three commissions or committees you 
would be interested serving on.  Please 
indicate your first through third choices.  

My address is 169 Clairmont, Lake 
Orion, MI 48362 or email me at mdot2001@
yahoo.com, by January 18, 2019.
Thank you,
Mike Boughner
National Executive Committeeman

Chaplain
Hope everyone is doing well in our Legion 

Family. Prayers go out to anyone that is feeling ill 
or in the hospital. Also, prayers for anyone who 
has had a family member that has gone on to 
Post Everlasting.

We send our prayers to the family of S.A.L. 
Past National Commander Chris Huntzinger 
who recently went to Post Everlasting.

If anyone knows of anyone that has passed 
or is ill, please contact me at 269-208-0886 
or wyatt0506@comcast.net

Please keep our veterans in your thoughts 
as we near Veterans Day. Keep our military 
men and women that are keeping us safe in our 
prayers, as well. 

For God and Country,
Chaplain Ron Wyatt
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2nd Zone Report

Greetings,I hope your 
summer went well; mine 

certainty went fast. Busy, busy, 
busy …

I was invited to Squadron 
179’s meeting, which I was able 
to attend on my way home from 
the Wilwin benefit. What a great 
group of guys at 179. Not only 
is the SAL doing great things, 
the entire Legion Family at 179 
seems to go above and beyond 
not only for the veterans but their 
community as well.

In September I was able 
to attend both the 4th District 
meeting in Dorr and the 5th 
District meeting in Alto. Both had 
a productive meeting, and there 
seems to be a lot of good things 
happening in both districts.  One 
similar issue they both have is 
the lack of squadron member 
participation at the meetings. 

Attending a district meeting 
is a great opportunity to hear 
what is happening in your district, 
seek assistance with issues you 
may have in your squadron or 
post, learn of new information 
the Detachment may be passing 
down and just a great opportunity 
to meet new people. The Fall 
Conference SAL Detachment 
Executive Committee meeting 
took place Sept. 22 in Muskegon. 
I had mentioned in my last letter 
that all members are encouraged 
to attend. It was nice to see a 
few new attendees, but not as 
many as I had hoped. Remember 
Conferences are not just about 
meetings.  There are some 
great training classes available 
throughout the weekend as well.

I plan to attend the 3rd District 
Legion meeting on Nov. 4 at Post 
36 in Kalamazoo. I had a chance 
to speak with Commander Miller 
at Fall Conference about trying 
to reassemble the 3rd District SAL 
Association and will attend the 
meeting to seek support from 
Legionnaires to pass down to 
their squadrons. If you are a 3rd 

District SAL member (Squadrons 
42, 48, 52, 53, 157, 259, 298, 
360, 465, and 475) and would 
like to participate at the district 
level, please contact me at 
seydellclive@gmail.com or 517-
902-9858.

2019 Membership is starting 
to slowly come in. Please 
remember 2018 cards expire on 
Dec. 31 of this year. You can pay 
anytime, no need to wait till the 

4th Zone Report

New Year. Membership chairmen, 
please send your membership 
renewals to Deanna in a timely 
matter. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!
For God and Country, 
Clive R.A. Seydell
2nd Zone Commander

Hello to all the 4th Zone 
squadron members.  

I hope all of our squadron’s 
members and their families are 
doing well.

The department recently 
held their Fall Conference in 
Muskegon.  The Sons had their 
detachment meeting at this 
conference, and we discussed 
various issues within our 
detachment.

My report included 
that we still had a couple of 
squadrons in 9th and 10th 
Districts that had not sent in 
their bond monies and officers 
list.  Hopefully, by the time this 
article comes out, all will be 
good.

My report also 
questioned as to why there 
are no detachment officers, 
e-mails or phone numbers 
online.  You will always see my 
e-mail and phone number at 
the end of each article.  Please 
contact me with any concerns. 
(Editor’s note: It is the policy 
of the Department of Michigan 
not to publish personal 
emails or phone numbers 
on the websites to protect 
the membership from spam, 
viruses, and harassment from 
those who do not understand 
our organizations and the 
titles we use.  A contact form is 
available on the websites.  Any 
requests will be forwarded to 
the appropriate officer.)

I received some of 
the officer’s lists at the 
Fall Conference.  Contact 
information is important so as 
we can stay in touch for any 
issues that may arise within 
the 9th, 10th & 19th Districts.  
Please feel free to e-mail me or 
call any time.

On October 4, I along 
with Legion National Executive 
Committeeman Ray Moore, 
attended the Copemish 
Squadron 531 meeting.  We 
presented the SAL Charter to 

SAL Commander Jesus Guerra 
and the squadron members.  
Welcome aboard Squadron 
531, Copemish.

In November my 
Squadron 300 Lake City, will be 
having a dinner on Sunday, the 
11th, to honor our veterans.  
This Veterans Day dinner has 
been an annual event with the 
SAL showing their gratitude for 
our veteran’s service to our 
country.  There is no charge for 
our veterans at this event.

This year Lake City 
resident and Navy veteran 
John Bevier will again be 
making and placing wreaths 
on our veteran’s graves.  John, 
along with the communities’ 
support, not to mention the 
many volunteers, will make 
and place approximately 1,500 
wreaths at all of Missaukee 
County veteran’s graves.  I was 
able to assist last year in this 
project and hope to do so again 
this year.

As I stated in past articles, 
it is important for SAL members 
to get more involved with 
their squadrons.  This starts at 
squadron commander level, 
in thanking their members 
and officers for helping our 
veterans programs and the 
communities in which they live.  
We need more members to get 
more involved in your squadron 
meetings and your fundraisers.

At the detachment level, 
I hear comments from the 
department and national level 
veterans, thanking all the work 
the “Sons” do and can do, to 
support our veteran programs. 
YOU DO NOT GO UNNOTICED!!!   
I cannot tell you all the times I 
hear a veteran thanking the 
“Sons” for their “Service” for 
their support of our veterans.  
You are needed, and your 
involvement is needed.  Please, 
support your squadron.  Our 
veterans appreciate your 
continued effort.

The Legion 9th District 
meeting will be held in at the 
Jackson-Koster-Gray Post 300 
in Lake City on Dec. 8.  I will 
invite squadron commanders 
and officers in the surrounding 
area to attend so as we 
can discuss any issues, and 
brainstorm ideas to help out 
their respective squadrons.

I sincerely hope all you 
“Son’s” and your families 

have uneventful and blessed 
upcoming holidays.

If you have any issues 
that may need my assistance, 
please e-mail or call me.

John P. Brown
4th Zone Commander
(734) 634-7733
johnbrwn421aol.com

Some may ask, “What 
are the duties of a 

chairman?” As the Veterans Affairs 
and Rehabilitation chairman 
I help serve the needs of our 
veterans at the seven different VA 
hospitals and homes in Michigan, 
along with those who visit our 
veterans retreat Wilwin at Cygnet 
Cove.

With the help of the of 
Legion Family VA and deputy VA 
representatives, SAL volunteers 
and the facility directors we try 
to meet the needs of veterans. 
The hospital volunteer directors 
have a quarterly meeting with 
the hospital staff, chairman, 
representatives from the SAL, 
Legion and Auxiliary on what 
pertains to our veterans’ needs. 

Thank you to the 
representatives and deputy 
representatives for all they do 
for veterans. Blue Cappers, you 
can contact the representatives 
in your area to see if you can 
help them to serve veterans in 
any way. Or contact me if you 
need help finding a facility or a VA 
representative near you. 

The two types of volunteers 
at the hospitals are  regular 
schedule and occasional 
volunteers. Please see if you have 
time to give to veterans in need.

On a business note, I 
want to let you know how to 
make it a little easier to do your 
consolidated report at the end 
of the year. It helps if you take 
notes at your squadron monthly 
meeting recording the volunteer 
hours you have put in. Also, 
National has said that you can get 
credit for volunteer hours at $17 
an hour for reporting.

Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions or concerns 
you may have. See you at Winter 
Conference. 

Happy Holidays To All
Always remember, freedom 

is not free.  Thank a veteran.
VA & R Chairman
Fred Ruttkofsky

VA&R Report

Natural Disasters 
Cut Wide Path 

Hurricanes, fires, 
tornadoes and floods 

throughout our great country 
have been in the news this year.  
Perhaps you know someone 
affected by one of these natural 
disasters.  

The American Legion 
National Emergency Fund 
(NEF) is a resource for the Sons 
to use for assistance during 
these hard times. But you 
must be a member in good 
standing, which means having 
your dues current. Squadrons 
and detachments must send 
in their paperwork as soon as 
possible. To quote the national 
update, “Procrastination could 
jeopardize a member’s ability 
to apply for and receive relief if 
a disaster hits.”

Sons throughout the 
country have played major 
roles in providing monetary 
donations and supplies. They 
have done this just recently 
in North and South Carolinas 
during Hurricane Florence, in 
Kansas and Michigan when 
tornados and floods hit, again 
with the massive rain and 
flooding in Wisconsin, and in 
the terrible California wildfires.  

Our goal is donations of at 
least 50 cents per member from 
each squadron, if not more, to 
help those feeling the effect 
of these numerous disasters. I 
challenge all to meet this goal. 
And National Commander Doc 
Gibbs has made a request to 
all squadrons and detachments 
within our organization 
to donate one dollar per 
member to the Child Welfare 
Foundation.

I know that we, the 
members of the Detachment 
of Michigan, will step up to 
meet these goals. Send your 
donations for either the 
National Emergency Fund or 
the Child Welfare Foundation 
in and I will forward them 
national.  Look for an update 
on what has been donated in a 
future issue.  

Sandy Lipman 
NEF Chair 
National CWF Committee 
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I have been thinking about doing an article on the Drum 
and Bugle Corps for a couple of months, but there were 

some questions that I needed to have answered first. Then as I 
got into it, I thought I should expand it to include the American 
Legion Smith/Hoover Post, too, but that ended up being way 
too much material for one column.

First, let’s begin with a bit of history.  The first incarnation 
of the Drum and Bugle Corps was organized in 1928 or 1929 
to accompany the color guard.  Members purchased their own 
uniforms, comprised of white shirts with a black tie, white 
pants with a black stripe running down the side of each leg, 
black leather shoes and a white chauffeur style cap.  They also 
purchased their own bugles or drums.

During World War II, participation waned as some went 
off to fight; others went off to work in factories.   In about 1947, 
Darrell Smith and others worked to get the Drum and Bugle 
Corps started again, and they did so with fifteen veterans, 
many of whom had never played a musical instrument.    The 
uniform at this time was the more familiar white shirt and 
black pants, with a legion tie; the white spats and white helmets 
were added later in the fifties.   The only change since that time 
was to trade the tie for a red ascot, which is now worn only for 
the Memorial Day parade.

In the seventies, participation was down and it was 
decided to allow younger members, students, from age 
fourteen.  Memorial Day this year saw the addition of a middle 
school student, one of the youngest participants in years.  In 
the eighties, women were invited to join as well, but there has 
not been overwhelming response to that.

The original drums were used from 1928 for at least 

Keith Kapnick, Elizabeth Soto of 
Housing Help, Tom Pollock, Kirk 
Maves, and Dan Dotson. Squadron 
34 members donate $4,590 to 
Housing Help of Lenawee, to be used 
specifically for veterans in need.  SAL 
and Legion Family members of Post 
34 in Tecumseh hold an annual SAL 
golf outing, raising money through 
participating team sign-ups and hole 
sponsorship.  

Tradition, History March On With American 
Legion Drum & Bugle Corps 

Kate Bassett 
Reprinted with permission from The Harbor 
Light News, May 23 

A Story Within A Story  
The Campbell-Richmond Post 63 won the National Snapshots of Service award for Children & 
Youth at the 100th National Convention held in Minneapolis August 24-30.  The photo was taken 
at a youth baseball league opening day ceremony hosted by Independence Township Parks & 
Recreation June 2.  The Clarkston post sponsors a youth girls ball team.  Post 63 Color Guard 
leads the parade of teams on opening day and posts the colors for the opening ceremony.  
Back  row: Coach Harris’ brother, SAL member Bob Long, Legionnaire Rick Thompson and Don 
Carter (Sgt. at Arms) and Coach Alec Harris.
Front row: Team player, S.A.L. Doniven Dunaway (grandson of Kim Lambouris), Post 
Commander Kim Lambouris

2nd District Legion Family 
members from Post 31, 282 
and 557 led by 2nd District 
S.A.L. Commander John 
Beeman help Dexter Korean 
War veteran clean his home.

Above: Unknown, Carvin Chapman, 
Past Detachment Commander 
Dominic Merlington,  Detachment 
Commander Gary La Munyon, 
Rodney Tolbert, Past National 
Commander Earl Ruttkofsky and Ron 
Wyatt

National Convention in 
Minneapolis 

seventy years.  In the beginning, 26 inch no-
valve bugles were used.  They were replaced 
for some time with white plastic models, 
now they are again using no-valve brass 
bugles.  In fact, they are one of possibly 
one or two groups in the country who still 
use the traditional equipment; only drums, 
cymbals and no valve bugles.   According to 
Dave Smith, they received a letter from the 
White House at one point informing them 
of their unique status.   More recently, there 
was an invitation to march in Washington, 
D.C.

Some of the activities have changed over the years, but 
the Memorial Day and Fourth of July parades have remained 
a constant.   Dave Smith recalls years when they marched in 
parades on the 4th from Mackinaw to East Jordan, with stops 
in Petoskey, Alanson and, of course, Harbor Springs.   At 
one point they played for Legion District meetings in towns 
from Alpena to East Jordan and in the nineties they were 
twice invited to Lansing to march in Celebrate Michigan 
parades.   They played at the Polish Festival in Boyne Falls, at 
the Reenactment in Mackinaw City and did Memorial Day 
services in Cross Village, Bliss and Friendship Townships, in 
addition to the Lakeview Cemetery and waterfront services. 

When you ask people what they enjoy most about the 
parades in Harbor Springs, you’ll get varying answers, from the 
High School Band to the wiener dogs, but one constant is the 
love and respect held for the Drum and Bugle Corps.   Some 
traditions should not be allowed to die and this is definitely 
one of them.  Darrell Smith headed up the corps for thirty five 
years, after which sons David and John took turns at the helm

Only recently have we had none of the Smith family 

participating in the marches and other long time stalwarts have 
left us, either passing away, moving away or being physically 
unable to march.   

This beloved tradition has survived for nearly a century; 
it would be tragic to see it go the way of some many other 
important pieces of our history.   Now we come to the real 
reason for this article, asking residents and non-residents alike 
to step up and join the ranks.  Not a veteran or member of 
the post?  Doesn’t matter.  Can’t play an instrument?  You can 
learn.  You’re not too old, you’re not too young.  It is not a time 
consuming commitment, but it is a distinctly rewarding one.   

When I was speaking with Dave Smith, you could hear 
the reverence in his voice, the pride when he recalled the 
response from the crowds whenever the Corps passed by. I 
cannot imagine either parade in Harbor without these guys, 
but especially not the Memorial Day parade.  The color guard, 
the veterans and the Drum and Bugle Corps; they are the 
essence of that parade and of that day.  So give it some serious 
consideration.  How many ways can you help preserve a 
century long tradition with a commitment of six to ten hours 
per year?   



First, I would like to start by stating that I include 
myself, and am by NO WAY immune to being at fault.  I feel 
compelled to bring to the attention of the DEC, Michigan’s 
Leadership, what I see as a huge and major problem in our 
entire Department, as well as our National organization. 

I am going to share with you insight given from a 
relatively new member to our great organization, included 
in her report from a Department of Michigan Convention.

“On that note, I would like to talk more personally, if I 
may, about the convention as a whole and what I saw from 
my seat.  What I would like to be able to say is that I saw 
women gather together from all over the state of Michigan 
and get together and lift each other up and support each 
other.  Sadly, I did not see much of that.  What I saw were 
women who gathered and acted smug and bitter towards 
each other.  Who acted like high school teen girls gathering 
in cliques to discuss who they liked and didn’t like.  Women 
who couldn’t be supportive of new ideas and those 
learning the ropes.  I could feel it in the room.  Granted, 
not all of the women there were like that, please don’t 
misunderstand me and, luckily, we don’t really have that 
much of that problem within our unit.  What disappointed 
me the most, though, is that I saw that in our own District, 
District 7 was not immune to this behavior, and it left me 
extremely disappointed and discouraged.  I heard others 
making snide comments about women in our own District.  
I am disheartened.  

No wonder our numbers are falling. No wonder many 
women don’t renew their memberships after the first year.  
No wonder they just stop coming to meetings.  While I 
am not brand new here, I am not as seasoned as some of 
the ladies in our District, and I can tell you that it is hard 
for me to want to come back here, to want to step up 

and take offices, to learn and grow and step in to chairs 
for committees.  If it is hard for me, someone who has 
been around a couple of years, I can only imagine what 
the new women are thinking.  Opportunistic doors are 
closing left, and right and opportunities are lost to keep 
this organization going.  

I was going to order some key chains and pass 
them out today.  Unfortunately, I didn’t have the funds”.  
“However, I will tell you what they were going to say.  They 
were going to say ‘Do all things with kindness.’  I feel that is 
a good message, but I also chose the keychain for a specific 
reason.  I could have chosen a bracelet or necklace, but I 
chose a keychain because we all have a key to something.  
A key that opens either a house door, a car door, etc.  It 
is functional, and it is meaningful.  I want our future to 
be better than what it is looking right now.  I want this 
organization to welcome women old and new with open 
arms and with nonjudgmental hearts.  I want the key we 
use on the door that is opened and walked through to 
be one of welcoming, supportive women whose goal is 
to help and support our Veterans.  While that may not be 
happening as much as it could right now, I do believe that 
if we ‘do all things with kindness,’ that it will follow and our 
organization will expand to a group of women who can do 
anything we set our minds to.”

Again, a display of feelings was shared in a negative 
and hurtful way to or about one of our members, at the 
National Convention.  And it carried on to the National 
Level, which I will address with our National Office in a 
formal complaint.

I don’t profess to be in a group of ladies who always 
makes the best choice. However, I do try my best to 
be cognizant of others feelings, especially being in a 
leadership role.

WE MUST BE THE CHANGE; we are Leaders.  We need 
to “call each other out” when we see an unkind display.  I 
will tell you, I was angered at what I witnessed, and I knew 

I needed to wait until I calmed down, before addressing or 
attempting to share my thoughts.

Great harm has come from this negativity, and I 
know I am not the only one who has witnessed this type 
of behavior.  Feelings have been hurt, serving-drives 
shattered, loss of interest, therefore, loss of service to our 
Veterans.  After all, isn’t that what we are about, service to 
our Veterans and our country?

I hope and pray that time will heal, but while we wait, 
we need to address our backdoor losses.  We need to rally 
around in support not only our Veterans but each other.  
Would you allow a member of YOUR family to slip away 
without talking to them to see why?  Don’t you think we 
should treat our Legion family, our SISTERS, the same?

To quote a fellow MEMBER:  We would never disrespect 
the Flag or a Veteran, but we don’t hesitate to throw each 
other under the bus.  We need to love each other the same 
way we love our Flag and our Veterans!!!

I shared this with my District when I became President, 
and now I’m sharing with you all.  While I regret to say, 
I can’t tell you exactly where I found this, but it’s “old.”  
Maybe something we should have kept around?  Some of 
you may have heard this obligation before:

“I promise, no matter how angry I get, to remember 
not to do anything against this organization.  Times change 
and people change, but the objectives of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, to aid our Veterans and their families and 
our community, never changes.  I, also, accept the fact that 
everyone is entitled to their opinion, and I shall not break 
friendship with my Auxiliary sisters over a difference in 
opinion.  I DO SOLEMNLY PROMISE.”

Are you ready to promise?  Alfred Brendel once said, 
“The word ‘listen’ contains the same letters as the word 
‘silent.’”  Free your mind and think.  Thank you for reading, 
and I hope we all make many needed improvements in our 
actions and speech.
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Letter to our Auxiliary Sisters
Anita Mennel, 7th District President

American Education week is November 12-16, 2018. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate public 
education and honor all individuals who are making 
a great difference in guaranteeing that every child gets 
a quality education.

Our National Education Committee urges us to 
show appreciation by recognizing all who work at the 
school. This includes not only the teachers, but the 
janitors, cooks, office staff, principals and bus drivers. 
All positions in the school are an important part of 
your child’s education as well as the teachers. You will 
need to call the schools to find out how many staff 
members there are to furnish treats for.

Here is a list of ideas for celebrating American 
Education Week at your schools:

1. Place an ad in your local paper thanking all staff at 
your local schools

2. Give each staff member a small treat in their 
mailbox at the school include a tag of thanks from 
your Unit

3. Provide trays of cookies-candy-veggie tray in the 
staff room

4. Plan an “After School Social” to recognize the staff
5. Place an apple in each staff mailbox include a tag 

of thanks and from your Unit

6. Small loaves of quick breads for all the staff 
individually

7. Supply coffee, tea, sugar and creamer for the staff 
lounge

8. For smaller schools, a carry-in meal could be 
provided, such as soup in a crockpot

9. Make a “Thank You” card using cute clip art
10. Look on sites such as Pinterest for ideas
11. Surprise them with cinnamon rolls in the morning 

one day
12. Make posters to hang in the school and/or in local 

businesses
13. A Public Service Announcement (PSA) on the 

local radio station

For an added detail, you could use the American 
Education Week Cards that are fillable and ALA 
branded in whatever little gift of appreciation you bring 
to the school. They can be found on the Education 
program page when you log in to the Members Only 
section at www.ALAforVeterans.org.

Your Unit could help recognize these educators, or it 
could be done as an individual member. But discuss it 
at an upcoming meeting to get the ball rolling.

Be sure to take pictures and include them in your 
reports. As well, your local newspaper might have a 
spot for a photo and a small story. And of course, don’t 
forget to use social media!

American Education Week
Carol Burke, Education Chairman

Community Service: 
What can we do?
By Kim Frazier, Community Service Chairman

Become visible in our communities. Get 
involved with local community service project 
to bring awareness of our mission to support our 
veterans, service members, their families, and the 
community. Always wear you ALA shirt or pin 
while volunteering, so everyone knows who we are, 
what we do and why we matter.

Some ideas for volunteering are local food 
pantries, libraries, homeless shelters, senior centers, 
assisted living centers, and nursing homes. Help 
clean local parks, plant shrubs, and flowers. Donate 
a book to the local library in memory of a deceased. 
Volunteer with the local meals on wheels. Donate to 
your local police department and fire departments 
to help purchase needed equipment.  Remember to 
take lots of pictures!

Don’t forget to do both annual and mid-year 
reports. Mid-year reports are due to your district 
no later than December 15th, 2018 and Districts 
need to have them to me by December 31st, 2018. 
Annual reports are due to the district by March 30th, 
2019 and from district to me by April 15th,2019.  
Remember that the hours reported are important 
and we send them on to national.  If you are putting 
in for awards that must also be turned in when the 
annual reports are due. 
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I’m very excited to be the 9th District President for the 
Department of Michigan and am looking forward to an 
exciting and interesting year.  The 9th District can boast 
having many hard-working members.  I just returned from 
Fall Conference and learned many important things.  This 
year is moving very fast, and I have a few things planned.  
My special project is Women Veterans that are homeless in 
the 9th District.  Charity begins at home, and we need to 
take care of our own.    

The 16 Units in the 9th District have been very busy so 
far this year:

Traverse City Unit 35 hosted its annual yard sale.  
Proceeds from this went to the Post.

 Fife Lake Unit 219 has a group called Pins and 
Needles.  They are working on Quilts of Valor to be 
finished for Veterans Day.

Croton Unit 381 donated over 200# of candy for the 
Fourth of July celebration.  They have donated several new 
suits and accessories to the VA of Grand Rapids. 

Manistee Unit 10 sent three girls to Girl State in June.  
One young lady visited the meeting in September to give 
her report.  She learned a lot of interesting facts, met 
many interesting people and was very thankful Unit 10 
sponsored her.  The other two each sent a thank you and a 
small report.

Frankfort Unit 221 reports they are few but mighty.  
They don’t hold formal meetings but get the job done 
anyway.   They are loyal and hard workers. 

Greetings from the 9th District
Sharon Reynolds, 9th District President

Manistee High School girls learn about 
government at Girls State 
By Ken Grabowski, Associate Editor

Reprinted with permission of the Manistee News 
Advocate/Benzie County Record Patriot

MANISTEE—What makes a program like the American 
Legion Auxiliary Girls State/Girls Nation program significant 
to those who attend is it’s a great way to grow as a person.

Manistee High School incoming seniors Haley Johnson 
and Kaleigh Kamaloski recently attended the Girls State 
program on the campus of Michigan State University.  Both 
felt it was a very worthwhile experience that really opened 
them up to a better understanding of government, dealing 
with people and to be more confident as a person.

More than 6,500 young women like the two Manistee 
High School student have participated in the Michigan 
version of Girls State since it began in 1947.  Johnson and 
Kamaloski participated in a seven-day mock government 
program where they learned about civics and American 
government in a fast-paced, interactive program of 
campaigning, debating, voting and electing mock local and 
state leaders.

I am excited to announce that my special 
project is Friendship Circle, and my theme is 
Butterflies. Friendship Circle is a non-profit 
organization in West Bloomfield. Friendship 
Circle has programs for a variety of kids and 
teens, such as disabled children, children 
with home alienation problems, and 
addiction issues. One program is a suicide 
prevention program named UMatter. The 
reason I bring that specific program is that 
it is the one I’m going to be spending my 
presidency focusing on. The reason for this 
is because I’ve lost many people to suicide.
My uncle Johnny, my friend Kat, and my old 
coworker Erik. These are just some of many. 
A little over 8,030 suicide cases, a year, 
are due to post-traumatic stress disorder, 

which affects many veterans and teens. This 
program is personal to me for more reasons 
than the ones I’ve previously stated. Thank 
you for your support on my special project. 

To learn more about Friendship Circle 
and UMatter visit friendshipcircle.org

My Officers:
1st Vice- Leah Daniels
2nd Vice- MacKenzie Townes
Chaplain- Aleigha Houghton
Historian- Jazmine Foster
Secretary- Sabrina Townes
Sgt. At Arms- Lily Foster
Color Bears- Isis, Samantha Houghton

Junior President 2018-2019 Project Announced
Taylor Houghton, Honorary Junior President

I am looking forward to a rewarding and positive year for our Juniors.  Our Honorary 
Junior President Taylor, as well as her officers, would love to be invited to any events 
that the units and districts have.  Honorary Junior President Taylor would look forward to 
being invited to some of the district meetings to speak on her project, Friendship Circle, 
as well as meeting some of the Juniors in the different districts.  Taylor is a junior with 
much information and knowledge to share, on the Junior Program as well as many ideas 
to help our juniors succeed.

If you have any questions about the Junior Guide and Programs, as Chairman, coming 
to your districts and or units to aid in getting a Junior Group together as well as learning 
more about the Patch Program and other programs that the juniors have available to them 
would be my pleasure.

Our Juniors are our “FUTURE,” the more we encourage and guide the better our 
organization will become.

Junior Activities
Christine Merlington, Chairman

 In the Picture L to R Front 
Row- Dee Schraegle – Girls 
State Chair, ALA Dept of MI 
President Deb Williamson, 

Theresa Rivet,Lillian Pugh, 
Ainsley Vanderlaan, Pratiksha 
Boinpally, Estelle Mathews, 
Isabella Gentilozzi, Isabella 
Zoglio, Back Row: Unit 
President Lisa Bartlett, 
Post Commander Doug 
Penfield, 5th District President 
Rosemary Maciejewski and 
Anna Konen. Zoe Reimer-not 
pictured.

September 29, 2018, Cole-Briggs Auxiliary Unit 48, in Grand Ledge, hosted eight Girls Staters 
and their families to dinner.  After dinner, the Girls told of their experiences at Girls State.  
Grand Ledge sent 9 Girls to Girls State with the help of 6 sponsors. The sponsors were Grand 
Ledge Lions Club, Grand Ledge Lioness Club, Grand Ledge Rotary Club, East Lansing Kiwanis 
Club, American Legion Auxiliary 3rd District Association and Heather Hendges- Davis.

Girls State 2018 Dinner
Cole-Briggs Unit 48



American Legion Department 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the 
very best veterans’ advocacy to Mich-
igan Veterans and their families.They 
can assist with Claims Preparation, 
Presentation and appeal counsel in 
Veterans’ benefits services. Assist you 
and your Dependents in getting the 
Benefits that you have earned by your 
service to your country. 
American Legion Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation
Monday thru Friday 8 am to 4 pm

Call the Detroit office for Field Service 
Officer Schedule

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697
e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Visit us website at: mivabenefits.org

Gary Easterling
Director
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Genesee County Convention Corporation 
 And the Flint Holiday Inn 

presents 
The American Legion Department of Michigan 

Winter Meeting February 15-17, 2019 

Registration:  $15.00 per person: You must be registered to attend meetings. 

Payable to:  Genesee County Convention Corporation CHECKS ONLY PLEASE 

Mail to:  Venus Langlois, 12248 E. Atherton Rd.,  Davison, MI  48423 

All room reservations, requests and special needs are to be placed through the: 

Holiday Inn Gateway Centre, 5353 Gateway Centre, Flint— (810) 232-5300 
Deadline: January 30, 2019 
CODE:  ALM (this code will allow the hotel to access the room rate of $94.00 + 
11% tax.  All major credit cards accepted.) 
Contact Venus Langlois with any questions: PH: 810-653-6517  Cell: 810-877-8158 

Name Lgn Aux SAL 

    

    

    

    

Total ______ x $15  

Join us Friday, February 15, 2019  
Social: 6:00 pm − Dinner: 7:00 pm 

$30.00 per person  Everyone welcome 
Name(s):____________________________________________________ 
Email: _______________________________Phone: _________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Please select for type of dinners and quantity of each: 
Beef ______ Chicken ______    Fish ______ Vegetarian ______ 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Credit Card: ____________________________ Exp______ CVV_____ 
 
Make checks payable and send to: 
 The American Legion, Department of Michigan 
212 N. Verlinden, Lansing, MI 48915  
Questions? kim@michiganlegion.org - (517) 371-4720 ext. 13 
Deadline for reservations is January 15, 2019 No Refunds after this date 

The Only Written
Official Call
Annual Winter Conference
American Legion, Department of Michigan
February 15-17
Holiday Inn Gateway
Flint, Michigan

Purpose: To implement plans for the upcoming year and otherwise 
conduct the business of the American Legion, Department of 
Michigan, through meetings of the Department Executive Committee, 
taking reports from called Department Committees and Chairmen, 
presenting public recognition awards, and conducting applicable 
Schools of Instruction.
Aside from the Department Executive Committee, only the Department 
Committees and Chairmen listed below are called to officially participate 
in the Winter Conference. See Program Book for all specific locations.  

Registrations : Registration fee of $15.00 will be charged to all 
delegates, alternates and guests.

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Saturday, February 
16th, 2019, 4:00 pm

Called Department Committee Meetings: Saturday February 16th, 
2019 - See schedule at www.michiganlegion.org (subject to change)

Baseball, Boys State, Education & Scholarships, Finance/Personnel, 
Internal Affairs, Legislative, Membership, National Security & Foreign 
Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Post Development, Media & 
Communications, Reconnect, VA & R, and VAVS/VHVS 

Department Executive Committee Meeting: 
Sunday, February 17th, 2019, at 9:00 am



Does The American Legion “CHARTER” 
or “SPONSOR” Boy Scout units?  The 
answer is, “Yes,” with some very important 
distinctions to understand.

In The American Legion, when referring 
to Boys Scouts, we often interchange 
these two words.  Each term has a specific 
meaning, and the misuse of these words 
is problematic for The American Legion 
and Boy Scouts of America, as well as the 
IRS. CHARTER and SPONSOR have legal 
implications for our organizations. 

When a post CHARTERS a BSA unit it 
becomes part of the post, the same way that 
your post became a part of The American 
Legion when the national organization 
issued the charter. Whereas when a post 
SPONSORS a BSA unit, it merely provides 
some level of financial support to a BSA 
unit, such as donating funds or providing a 
place to meet. 

When a post CHARTERS a BSA unit, 
the BSA unit becomes part of the post’s 
501(c)(19) tax-exempt organization. The 
BSA unit, just like the Legion programs 
Sons of the American Legion or American 
Legion Riders, utilizes the post’s Employer 
Identification Number to create its bank 
accounts. It is the post’s tax-exempt status 
that allows the BSA unit to fundraise tax-
exempt - not the BSA’s 501(c)(3). 

The BSA organization works on a 
franchise basis, 
just like the 
M c D o n a l d s 
or Outback 
S t e a k h o u s e 
companies. Each 
store goes by the 
parent name but 
is independently 
owned and 
operated. The 
BSA national 
organization and 
local BSA councils 
do not own the 
individual BSA 
units. They are 
separate, just as 
your post is its own 
corporation. The 
BSA council has a 
separate 501(c)(3) 
that is not authorized to own and operate 
the individual BSA units. The BSA council is 
there to manage the BSA brand and provide 
program support to the organizations that 
charter the BSA units (e.g., the American 

Legion post, other service clubs, religious 
organizations, or businesses). The BSA 
and the post execute an annual franchise 
agreement called the “BSA Annual Charter 
Agreement.” The charter agreement is a 
simple franchise licensing contract for 
the post to use the BSA’s program, and it 
delineates the responsibilities of the BSA 
and the post for the new Boy Scout unit. 

CHARTER = ADOPTION 

The American Legion’s Scouting program 
pertains to American Legion POST-
CHARTERED BSA units. When a post 
CHARTERS a BSA unit, it is like adopting 
a child. The child legally becomes a family 
member (e.g., the BSA unit becomes a 
program of the Legion post), their last 
name changes (e.g., the BSA unit assumes 
the post’s EIN), and the parent (e.g., post) 
is financially responsible for the child 
(e.g., BSA unit). In this case, financially 
responsible means the post ensures all BSA 
unit bank accounts use the post’s EIN. It is 
also the post finance officer’s responsibility 
to collect all bank statements from the BSA 
unit to include in the post’s annual IRS 
Form 990 submission, just as the Sons or 
Riders must turn in their statements. 

To finish the analogy, the adopted child is 
part of your family. Their accomplishments 
are your family’s accomplishments. You 
have a direct, purposeful and meaningful 
influence on raising that child. 

This relationship 
and influence was the 
original intent of the 
American Legion’s 
Scouting program 
from its inception at 
the very first national 
convention in 1919.  

Sponsoring a Non-
BSA Unit May Place 
Their BSA Charter at 
Risk 

SPONSORSHIP 
= GIVING 
MONEY TO 
OTHER PEOPLE’S 
CHILDREN 

S P O N S O R I N G 
means no strings 
attached, no 

accountability, no responsibility, no 
influence and no leadership. It is the epitome 
of the “Easy Button” for an American Legion 
post. SPONSORING a BSA unit occurs 
when a NON-AMERICAN LEGION-

CHARTERED BSA unit (e.g., someone 
else’s chartered BSA unit, someone else’s 
child) comes to the post to solicit a donation 
from the American Legion. Many BSA units 
are chartered by religious institutions. That 
church signed a CHARTER (franchise 
agreement) stating they will be responsible 
and adopt that particular BSA unit, just 
like when the American Legion charters a 
unit. The church or other CHARTERING 
organization is responsible for that BSA 
unit, but either unknowingly or complicity 
agrees to allow their BSA unit to solicit 
donations for their BSA unit from other 
organizations. 

NOTE: While BSA units commonly 
solicit American Legion posts, and many 
posts mistakenly provide support when 
asked, BSA national policy expressly 
prohibits these solicitations, and the 
charter could be revoked – the same as 
if an American Legion post violates the 
department or national organization’s 
American Legion constitution and bylaws.  
 
From Fiscal Policies and Procedures 
for BSA Units, Frequently Asked 
Questions (Boy Scouts of America. 
August 2013, p.3.)  http://www.scouting.
o r g / f i l e s t o r e / m i s s i o n / p d f / F i s c a l _
Policies_Procedures_BSA_Units.pdf: 

We can’t solicit gifts for our unit? 
No. Simply put, units are not permitted to 

solicit any gifts. The Charter and Bylaws and 
the Rules and Regulations of the BSA make 
this very clear; only local councils may solicit 
individuals, corporations, United Ways, or 
foundations for gifts in support of Scouting. 
Units, unit leaders, and youth members 
may not solicit gifts in the name of Scouting 
or in support of unit needs and activities 
(except in unusual circumstances where the 
unit has received permission to do so from 
the local council). Units are also prohibited 
from soliciting gifts on their websites.  
 
From BSA Product Sales Guide, August 
2014, p. 2. http://www.scouting.org/
filestore/financeimpact/pdf/CFD-Manuals/
Product_Sales_Guide.pdf:

Direct solicitation by leaders or 
youth members of cash donations from 
community businesses, individuals, service 
organizations, etc., are not allowed. Units 
raise their needed funds through approved 
product sales and fundraising events, 
payments from member dues, and family 
support. 

Posts that Want to SPONSOR vs 
CHARTER 

Americanism and the Boy Scouts are 

inherent in what 
the American 
Legion does. 

Those posts that 
have difficulty 
CHARTERING a BSA unit likely can 
SPONSOR a BSA unit and continue to 
benefit their community. Posts that wish 
to SPONSOR Scouting should first contact 
their American Legion district Scouting 
chair and offer to provide donations to an 
AMERICAN LEGION-CHARTERED BSA 
unit in their district, area, or department 
versus a BSA unit charted by an outside 
organization. 

Charity begins at home. Providing 
funding to a BSA unit chartered by an 
outside organization that solicits funds 
from your post could cause BSA to revoke 
their charter (see the BSA references above).

 However, it would be completely 
appropriate for one American Legion post 
to provide funding to another American 
Legion’s CHARTERED BSA unit because 
Scouting is an American Legion national 
program which falls under the national 
organization’s EIN with the federal 
government. This method both protects BSA 
units and furthers the American Legion’s 
mission in the community by strengthening 
its organic Scouting program. 

In 1919, when the American Legion 
first declared its support for the Scouting 
movement, SPONSORING meant 
something different legally than what it does 
today. Over time the definitions, terms and 
lexicon take on actual concrete meaning 
through court cases and legal precedence 
with each case. For this matter, it pertains 
to fundraising and tax-exemption. Cases 
tried by the U.S. Tax Court in recent 
years further defined SPONSORING and 
CHARTERING. 

CHARTERING indicates ownership, 
while sponsorship involves fewer 
duties and obligations. Legally, there is 
nothing inappropriate or prohibitive 
for the American Legion to CHARTER 
or SPONSOR. We routinely do both – 
CHARTER AND SPONSOR, and report 
that to Congress through our Consolidated 
Post Report (CPR). However, when our 
posts give money to another non-American 
Legion BSA unit, it could inadvertently 
place that BSA unit in jeopardy. 

Bottom Line: If your post decides to 
SPONSOR only, instead of CHARTERING 
their own BSA unit, provide those funds to 
an AMERICAN LEGION-CHARTERED 
BSA unit from another post and not another 
organization’s BSA unit.
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Differences in terms: CHARTER and SPONSOR. 
Article by Rick Hewitt of the Department of Florida, 
Edited for the Michigan Legionnaire



* This is only an outline of the plans services. Please review your 
Member Benefit Guide carefully. EA+ is not insurance. ©2016 Worldwide Rescue & Security    40061

For more information log on to www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus
or call toll-free 1-888-310-1547 today to speak with a benefit representative.

Learn How Emergency Assistance Plus (EA+) 
Helps You Handle Travel Emergencies.

Be Prepared for an Emergency ... 
While Traveling.

From Your American 
Legion Department

Legionnaire EA+ steps in 
to help you with more than 
20 emergency and medical 
services … to help you focus 
on your recovery and NOT on 
the costs (or even details like 
lining up second opinions or 
flying loved ones home*).
Plus, acting right away also 
helps lock in your Legionnaire 
members-only price.

EA+ rates are currently as low as they 
can go. So when you activate EA+ right 
away, you’re guaranteed the same low 
price for a FULL year.
I already have medical insurance. Why 
should I activate EA+, too?
EA+ is NOT medical insurance. It’s an 
important stop-gap between what your 
medical plan covers … and emergency 
transportation expenses most health 
insurance plans NEVER pay.

 WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE    
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION 

WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR 
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE 

MEAL TOGETHER 

      
CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION  

TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM             (248) 804-8493 

The Michigan American Legion Foundation is raffling off a 
Kahr Arms 1911 .45 ACP with 24—karat gold and nickel-plat-
ing with an oak display case. The gun is #26 of a certified max-
imum of 101 firearms produced 100 numbered pistols & one 
proof.  Ticket prices are $20 for one and $50 for three tickets.  

Drawing is at the 2019 Department Annual Convention in Ka-
lamazoo.  Need not be present to win. 

For tickets contact Mark Sutton at mark@michiganlegion.org 
or 517-371-4720 Ext. 16 or send check to Michigan American 
Legion Foundation, Attn: Raffle, 212 N. Verlinden Ave., Lan-
sing, MI 48915. or visit www.supportmilegion.org

Limited Edition American Legion 
Centennial Gun Raffle
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Veteran Services News

MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org in-
stead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the 
Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mailings.

Name:______________________________________________

Member ID #: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

State: ____    Zip Code: ________________ 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Wayne County - Downriver area Veterans
Shuttle Service to the Detroit VA Medical Center begins

The Downriver Community Conference Center is offering a free shuttle ride 
service to the John Dingell VA Medical Center in Detroit on Tuesday’s. 
The DCCC is located at 15100 Northline Road in Southgate.  The American 
Legion Department of Michigan Veteran Services Division has an office in the 
center. 
There are 15 seats available, the shuttle will be first come first served and leaves 
at 8:00 am from the DCCC. The shuttle returns to the John Dingell VAMC in the 
afternoon and leaves the medical center at 4:00 pm at the front door.
Veterans who use this service are encouraged to arrange all appoints for that 
Tuesday.  There is only one shuttle, once to the medical center and back to the 
DCCC.
For more information and more details about this new shuttle service contact 
the Southgate office at (734) 720-7855.
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Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove 
Receives Upgrades and Makeover 
Thanks to Grant From Home Depot

Dr. Christopher Petras, Grand Haven American 
Legion Post 28 SAL/NALPA

On September 27, representatives and 
approximately 45 employees from Grand Haven, 
Ludington, Benton Harbor, and Muskegon 
Home Depot stores joined veterans from across 
West Michigan -- donating their time and skills 
-- for the “Celebration of Service” upgrade and 
makeover project at Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet 
Cove. Wilwin Chairman and CEO, Garrett Veihl 
spearheaded the procurement of a $16,000.00 
grant from Home Depot for the upgrades and 
makeover. 

The day began with a ceremonial exchange 
of hats and quilts. Home Depot representatives 
presented military hats to Wilwin Lodge Directors 
with Wilwin Lodge Directors presenting Wilwin 
Lodge hats to military veterans from the Home 
Depot stores. A touching presentation of quilts 
by Wilwin officials to veterans symbolized the 
American Legion’s support and comfort to all 
veterans. Quilt recipients were reminded that when 
they feel down and in despair to wrap themselves 
in the quilt and know that the American Legion 
fully supports them and all veterans. 

After introductions, the exchanging of hats, 

and presentation of quilts volunteers rolled-up 
their sleeves and began upgrading and makeover 
work in eight areas: construction of a new gazebo 
(requested by PTSD veterans for meditation), 
installing new playground equipment, reinforcing 
(animal proofing) the outside of Wilwin cabins, 
seeding (grass seed) the grounds, installing 
500-feet of both electrical and security cable to 
the gazebo and security system, respectively, 
staining Wilwin Lodge cabin cupboards and 
doors, creating new stone walkways to Wilwin 
cabins, and installing screen doors on Wilwin 
Lodge cabins. SpartanNash donated lunch for all 
volunteers. 

Home Depot representatives volunteering 
at the event were Erin Jelley (Grand Haven 
store), Martha Pukszta (Muskegon store), Chris 
Metcalf (Benton Harbor store), and Mike Zizak 
(Ludington store). Paul Vanderwater of Behr Paint 
also donated his time and skills to the project.

“This was an incredible experience!” noted 
Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove Chairman 
and CEO, Garrett Veihl. “The work that was 
accomplished this day was very instrumental in 
helping our veterans and their families reconnect.” 
Additional upgrades and makeover at Wilwin 
Lodge are expected through the Home Depot 
grant proceeds. 

To learn more about veterans-related grant 
opportunities through Home Depot, contact your 
local Home Depot store.       

What Wilwin means to one family…
Dear American Legion:
I am writing in regards to Wilwin at Cygnet Cove.
For the last three years my family has been coming to Cygnet Cove.  
The first year, to us, was getting to know the place and the staff.  It was 
an amazing experience.  Beverly, Earl, and Garrett really listened to 
everything I had to say and respected it.  You see my husband has 
PTSD with anxiety and (suicidal) tendencies.  I was worried that 
someone would trigger him.  The other worry I had was that my 
son…has autism and he too can be triggered easily.  So, to insure 
the safety of everyone, I asked to have only the caretakers there, this 
request was fully fulfilled and never once questioned.  Everything 
went so smooth that my husband and son both started planning 
to come up the following year.  If you knew my family, you would 

understand that this is a huge deal.  We literally never go anywhere 
because of the fear of them getting triggered.
The second year was even better!   Beverly and Earl, once again, 
had everything set up for our family.  This year I saw my family 
grow and become closer.  My husband and son started having 
conversations with Beverly and Earl.  (This is huge!! Both … and 
… are very reserved and do not usually talk to anyone.  They were 
actually having conversations!).  Beverly and Earl new exactly 
how to talk to them both and they also knew when not to talk to 
them.  It was such a relief for me to be able to just sit on the porch 
swing and let my two guys wander without worry.  Once again, our 
family started planning for our third year.
This year, as usual, Beverly and Earl had everything ready for us.  

They did warn us that there may be people coming to check out 
the Veteran’s Village and they would tell us when …. And… felt 
so comfortable, that they would initiate conversations and for 
the first time ever, they wanted to venture out to Ludington and 
Manistee.  They have built up a solid trust in Beverly and Earl that 
they felt safe to leave.  (son) even hugged Beverly!!  If you know 
anything about children with autism, you know they do not like 
being touched.  Yet another huge milestone for our family.  … 
(Amazing Volunteers!) …..
I guess the whole point of this letter is to show you that this is an 
important, therapeutic place.  Without it, my family would never 
have become closer, learned how to be a family, and accomplish 
major milestones.  I am totally grateful to the American Legion, 
Beverly, Earl, and Garrett for making this a comfortable place for 
my family to grow.  Without you, none of this would have ever 
been possible.”


