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Take Me Out To The Ballgame! Midland Makes Competitive Showing in World Series
2019 Season Preparation Begins In January
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ourth place in a field of 39,000
teams is a good place to be for a
young American Legion Baseball team,
according to Chairman Nels Cronkright.
Midland Berryhill took first place
over Chief Pontiac in the Michigan Legion Baseball Class AA Tournament
held July 25-29 in Sault Ste Marie. They
went on to compete in the Great Lakes
Regionals in Toledo, Ohio August 8-12.
They secured a spot in the American
Legion World Series by defeating Danville, Illinois.
“You don’t have to be a veteran
team to compete in the World Series,”
said Conkright. “This was their fifth
time at the Series in six years. We’ll see
what the future holds.”
The players ultimately took fourth,
with Wilmington, Delaware, claiming
number one, Las Vegas number two,
and Gonazales, Louisiana, coming in
third.

Legion Baseball in Michigan boasts
35 teams, serving more than 500 players.
The Gladstone Indians placed first
in the Class A Tournament held in
Menominee August 2-5.
Posts and Legionnaires interested in
Legion Baseball can get more information on the program by calling Ashley
at Department Headquarters, 517-3714720 Ext. 23. The Michigan American
Legion Baseball Committee meets Saturday, September 22, in Muskegon at
the Fall Conference. Conference details
are available at michiganlegion.org or
on Page 17 and 18.

Competition was tough at the Class A Legion Baseball Tournament in Menominee

Protect the Legion During Political Season
Know The Bylaws and the Michigan Rules

Article II, Section two of The American Legion
National Constitution and By-laws states:

Representative to hold an event in your post hall during
an election year that they are running in, decline the
request.
If you have a roadside grass area in front of your
“The American Legion shall be absolutely
building
and a candidate wants to put signs up, remember
nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination
of partisan principles nor for the promotion of the that they need your permission first. According to the
rules of the Michigan Department of Transportation,
candidacy of any person seeking public office
each year hundreds of political signs line
or preferment.”
The American roadsides across the state. Improperly placed
The proper time for the current group of
Legion does signs can create safety hazards and interfere
with a driver’s vision along roadways. To
elected officials to hold a veteran town hall for
not support
maintain traffic safety, while affording officetheir fact-finding studies or to find out about
candidates;
we
seekers the opportunity to inform the public,
veteran issues was last year. Not this year
the following rules govern the placement of
support
when they are running for re-election.
signs on state highways (US- and M-routes):
issues.
The American Legion does not support
Political candidates are responsible
candidates; we support issues. During offfor obtaining approval from the adjacent
election years when our elected officials
property owner to place the signs.
should be doing the job they were elected to
When
they
approach your post to place the sign, do
do, we engage them. We talk to them, and we might
even invite them to an event or two. That is because not approve their placement.
Keep The American Legion compliant with election
they represent us in Congress. However, in an election
rules,
our charter, and IRS requirements. Say, “No,” to
year we tread lightly on those engagements. We do not
want to imply to the public or to anyone else that we politicians until after the election.
If you have any questions, please contact
support one candidate over another.
If your post is approached by a current Senator or Department Headquarters or your district commander.

Fall Conference Registration and Hotel Information Page 18
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Chaplain

Honor and Faith

Eddie Brown
State Chaplain

G

re e t i n g s
Legion Family.
I want to congratulate
you on your selection
of officers.
Yes, we
have heard those words
in many installation
services over the last
few months. This brings
to mind a famous quote by Thomas Carlyle,
“Show me the man you honor, and I will
know what kind of man you are, for it shows
me what your ideal of manhood is, and
what kind of man you long to be.” We made
a good choice in Department Commander
Steve Striggow and I know that he will
represent us well over the next year. And,
I want to thank him for his confidence and
reappointing me as Chaplain. I am both
honored and humbled, and pledge to do my

best to serve our Legion Family.
There is another part of the installation
service that I think is really important
and vital to our success. The final words
challenge us all to support those we have
been elected. “Now it is your duty to aid
them in every way. Help them keep The
American Legion a free organization of free
men and women, faithful to its principles
and ideals.” When I retired as a Unit
Manager I was asked what was my theory
of management. I responded, ”Surround
yourself with good people, give them the
tools to do the job and get out of their
way.” Our Legion programs do not work
without boots on the ground, our “Blue
Cap” Legionnaires, getting out into our own
local communities. I have faith that we will
have a successful year. We are surrounded
by a lot of good people that believe in our
purposes and principles. And, we support
our leaders and each other. I have faith in
you.
I received a wonderful gift on Father’s
Day. It is a nicely shaped coffee cup that
says, “Blessed is a Man of Faith.” Around

the lip of the cup it says, ”As for you Man
of God, pursue Righteousness, Godliness,
Faith, Love, Endurance and Gentleness.” - 1
Timothy 6:11. We all make a lot of choices
every day. I believe that regardless of most
circumstances, we can choose to be happy.
We can find things to be thankful for and
when things don’t go our way, have faith that
they will still turn out okay. The scripture
here that comes to mind in Romans 8:28,
“And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to His purpose.”
I have faith in God.
I believe that as long as we start off
each meeting with “For God and Country
we associate ourselves for the following
purposes...” that we will be a great
organization. We still are serving those in
need in all the little things that we do for
others each day. I’ll close with the words
of William Wordsworth, ”The best portion
of a good man’s life is his little, nameless,
unremembered acts of kindness and of
love.”
Thank you for all that you do.

Dictionary Project A Perfect Lead-In To American Legion Oratorical Contest
The Children & Youth Committee has promoted the Dictionary Project for the past seven years. The goal of this committee was to get students more
involved in the Oratorical Contest. The dictionary contains the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Those third graders that received
the dictionarys the very first year are now 10th graders. What I am proposing is that those posts that were involved the first year let the schools
know about the Oratorical Contest and get the students interested as soon as school starts. The committee meets at Fall Conference September
21 in Muskegeon. We will be discussing all of our programs and up to date information for the Dictionary Project. Thank you to all the posts involved
in the Dictionary Project and any of our other programs. Keep supporting C&Y and I will be looking forward to seeing everyone in Muskegeon.
									
Assigned
		 Topics
The assigned topic discourse must
not consume less than three (3) minutes or
more than five (5) minutes for delivery. The
purpose of the assigned topic discourse
is to test the speaker’s knowledge of the
subject, the extent of his or her research,
and the ability to discuss the topic as related
to the basic principles of government under
the Constitution.
The assigned topic shall be drawn by
the contest official in full view of the audience
immediately before the last speaker begins
delivery of his or her prepared oration and
will be made known to the audience and
each contestant approximately five (5) minutes prior to the time of delivery. The topic
will be on some phase of the U.S. Constitution, selected from Articles and Sections as
listed under assigned topics for the current
year’s contest in this brochure.
All contestants at each contest level
are required to speak in the English lan-

Ron Geiger, Children & Youth Chairman

guage on the same assigned topic.
Assigned Topics for 2019 Oratorical
Contest
Amendment 1
Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
Amendment 4
The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched,
and the persons or things to be seized.
Amendment 13
1. Neither slavery nor involuntary ser-

vitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.
2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Amendment 21
1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United
States is hereby repealed.
2. The transportation or importation
into any State, Territory, or possession of
the United States for delivery or use therein
of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the
laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.
3. This article shall be inoperative
unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in
the Constitution, within seven years from
the date of the submission hereof to the
States by the Congress.
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Headquarters

The Future is Here: Moving Into the Next 100 Years
Steve Striggow
State Commander

O

n August
8, the
Department
Executive
Committee met
for the second
of five meetings
required in the
Department bylaws. The first
meeting is always held immediately
following the Department
Convention. The second meeting
must take place within 45 days
of the Department Convention.
The three remaining meetings
take place during the year at the
Department Fall Conference,
Department Winter Meeting and,
the last, at the beginning of the next
Department Convention held in
June of 2019.
During my travels to posts
and districts last year I talked
about changes that we need to
make within the structure of the

Department to move us into the
next 100 years. The DEC members
took the beginning steps of change
at the August meeting, where
6th District Commander Chris
Vervaet introduced a resolution to
instruct the Permanent Time and
Place Committee to remove one
day from the convention schedule
beginning at the 2021 Department
Convention. Currently, department
standing committees meet
on Thursday morning at the
convention. However, according to
our convention rules, resolutions
cannot be made nor passed by
the regular standing committees
or by the DEC. As we reviewed
minutes of standing committees
and convention committees from
Department Conventions the
minutes reflected that business
repeated from the Thursday to
Friday meeting. The goal will be
to have the required DEC meeting
on Thursday evening and move
into Friday as usual, eliminating

Thursday morning and afternoon
hotel space that had been used
by standing and convention
committees who could not conduct
any business. The resolution was
approved. Scheduling will need to
be adjusted, but shortening the time
needed might increase attendance
and improve efficiency. I am
confident that the committee is up
to the task of making these changes.
The DEC continued the theme
of change by talking about redistricting at the second meeting
and on the bus trip to the National
Membership Workshop. We
currently have 16 districts. History
shows that we have adjusted
before based on population shifts,
political districting, and various
other reasons. It is time to evaluate
and adjust, not necessarily for the
next 100 years, but for the next
foreseeable future.
Michigan has experienced
population shifts and declines over
the last couple of decades. The

It’s Back To School Time: Fall Conference Offers Training For All Legionnaires
Ron Runyan
State Adjutant

Time for Training
The
Department
Fall
Conference is less than three
weeks away. We have Saturday
classes lined up for you to
attend.

Are you a Post Officer or
Legion Member who wants to learn more?
Come to Fall Conference! What does the
Department do to help American Legion Posts?
Come to Fall Conference and find out. We know
you have questions about The American Legion,
your post, your district, your department,
and where you fit in. The place to learn, to
ask questions, and network with experienced
Legionnaires is at Fall Conference.
TRAINING,
TRAINING,
TRAINING
Knowledge is powerful for anyone. Knowing
the real organization that you belong to is vital
to growing our membership. We have classes for

number of posts has declined with
our declining veteran population.
Although the district structure has
worked in the past, some districts
are spread over too large of an area
making it difficult for the district
commanders to visit all the posts. If
we want our district commanders to
be engaged, we cannot expect them
to be traveling hours and hours to
meetings, especially if they have
jobs.
The DEC members had great
debate and conversation on the bus
during their trip to Indianapolis for
the Membership Meeting in August,
and we are confident that the DEC
can make a resolution for change by
the 2019 Department Convention.
Change is not coming -- it is
here. And it is important for the
future growth of the American
Legion Department of Michigan.
I want to thank all the officers
and committee members who are
putting the time in to find solutions
to these issues.

post finance officers so that they can understand Department will be creating training
how to do their paperwork and keep compliant opportunities as well; the goal is to have a Legion
with state and federal tax laws.
College in the spring. Smaller training sessions
on subject-specific items will be scheduled soon.
Do you want to find more high school students to
take advantage of the programs and scholarships District Commanders Share the Knowledge
The American Legion has to offer? Come to Fall District
Commanders
and
Alternate
Conference. Do you know about the programs Commanders who attended the National
the Legion offers? Come to Fall Conference.
Membership Workshop. National presented
valuable information at the membership
The schedule and registration form is on workshop. Take what you have learned and pass
Page 18 of this issue. Send it in or register on it on. Use the knowledge gained in Indianapolis
www.michiganlegion.org. Join us at the Fall to build a record setting membership year.
Conference in Muskegon for the weekend or just
one day.
You are not alone
If you are a new Post Officer and have questions
Training available throughout the year
about the position you hold, please call your
District Commanders, do you want a training District Commander or the Department
session to happen at one of your district meetings? Headquarters so we can point you in the right
Contact Mark Sutton or I and let us know what direction.
you are thinking. When do you want to have it
and what topic do you want to cover? We are The American Legion is a large ship and only works
if everyone onboard knows their job. Let us help
here to help train the officers in your district.
you keep the sails pointed in the right direction.
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Membership News

Time Matters For Membership
Goal Attainment
Richard Tracy
Membership Director
e are already two
months into the 20182019 membership year. Time
flies when you are having fun.
September 5 marks the 50 percent
date for membership. Have you
reached that goal?
Are there membership renewals sitting on your
desk, because you are waiting for more to come in
before sending them to the department? Don’t wait.
Customer service plays a major role when it
comes to retaining members. Those members who
have come into the post to pay for dues do not want
to receive another renewal notice on a membership
they have already paid. Please do not sit on
membership.
You can find the goals and numbers within
the membership reports on the website under
“Members” and the Membership portal. All the goals
are achievable with a little sweat and persistence.
Although the department commander
appoints several membership positions within the
department, we need to remember that we are ALL
on the Membership Team. We all contribute to
membership. We can make our membership grow;
we just need to ask our fellow veterans to be a part of
the Legion Family.
Here is some important information for the
coming year:

W

Department Membership Target Dates
EARLY BIRD/NEF KICKOFF

SEPTEMBER 5, 2018

50%*

FALL MEETINGS

OCTOBER 3, 2018

55%*

VETERANS DAY

NOVEMBER 7, 2018

PEARL HARBOR DAY

DECEMBER 5, 2018

75%*

JANUARY 9, 2019

80%

PRESIDENT’S DAY

FEBRUARY 6, 2019

85%*

LEGION BIRTHDAY

MARCH 6, 2019

CHILDREN & YOUTH

APRIL 3, 2019

95%*

ARMED FORCES DAY

MAY 1, 2019

100%

MID-WINTER

65%

1st District
Sep 6 - District Meeting
Dec 3 - District Meeting
Feb 4, 2019 - Dist Nominating Mtg
Apr 1, 2019 - District Annual Mtg
Meetings held at Joe Louis Post 375
in Detroit, and begin at 7 pm
2nd District
Sep 30 - District Meeting
Dec 2 - District Meeting
Feb 24, 2019 - District Meeting
Apr 27, 2019 - District Meeting
May 19, 2019 - District Meeting
Meetings held at Brooklyn Post 315
3rd District
Sep 9 - Pasche’s Lakeside in Battle
Creek, hosted by Post 257, RSVP to
Brian Mohlman 269-579-6458
Nov 4 - Post 36, Kalamazoo
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 52, Coldwater
Executive Board at 11:30 am, Lunch
at noon, Meetings at 1 pm
4th District
Sep 9 - Post 127, Dorr
Nov 4 - Post 49, South Haven
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 89, Allegan
Lunch at 12:30 pm, Mtgs at 2 pm
5th District
Sep 13 - Post 208, Kentwood
Nov 8 - Post 376, Marne
Jan 10, 2019 - Post 179, Grandville
March 14, 2019 - TBD
May 9, 2019 - Elections, Post 28,
Grand Haven
July 11, 2019 - TBD
Meetings at 7 pm
E-Board Meetings 7 pm, Post 154,
Wyoming
Oct 11, Dec 13, and 2019 - Feb 14,
Apr 11, Jun 13
6th District
Sep 9 - Post 141, Devereaux
Nov 4 - Post 238, Holt

District Meetings
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 269, Haslett
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 419, Pinckney
May 5, 2019 - Post 64, Flint
Lunch at noon, Meetings at 1 pm

7th District
Aug 5 - Post 293, Sebewaing
Oct 14 - Post 4, Mt Clemens
Jan 13, 2019 - Post 16, Lapeer
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 566, Memphis
8th District
Sep 9 - Post 101, Greenville
Nov 4 - Post 203, Belding
Jan 6, 2019 - Post 502, Elsie
Mar 3, 2019 - Post 380, Carson City
May 5, 2019 - Post 452, Stanton
Service Officer School at noon,
Lunch at 1 pm, Meeting or
Commanders Call at 3 pm
9th District
Sep 8 - Post 10, Manistee
Dec 8 - Post 397, Hesperia -TBD
Mar 9, 2019 - TBD
May 11, 2019 - Post 219, Fife Lake
Exe Bd noon, Lnch 1 pm, Mtg 2 pm
All mtgs joint w/SAL and Auxiliary
Auxiliary meets in separate room
with membership after lunch
10th District
Sep 8 - Post 254, Mikado
Nov 3 - Post 211, East Tawas
Jan 12, 2019, - Post 165, Midland
Mar 2, 2019 - Post 18, Bay City
May 5, 2019 - Post 239, Linwood
Lunch at noon, Meeting at 1 pm,
Memorial service in May
11th District
See UP Association
12th District
See UP Association
UP Association Meetings
Oct 6 - Post 349, Little Lake

16th District
Sep 11 - Dual, Post 409, Allen Park
Oct 9 - Post 389, Riverview*
Nov 13 - Post 337, Flat Rock
Dec 11 - Post 478, Southgate*
Jan 8, 2019 - Post 232, Dearborn Hts
Feb 12, 2019 - Post 364, Dearborn*
Mar 12, 2019 - Post 217, Wyandotte
Apr 9, 2019 - Post 426, Trenton*
May 14, 2019 - Post 67, Lincoln Park
Dual/Memorial Service/Elections
June 12, 2019 - Post 396, Garden City
Meetings at 7:30 pm
*Service Officer School 6:30 pm
17th District
Sep 19 - Post 147, Northville
Nov 21 - Post 32, Livonia
Jan 16, 2019 - Post 391, Plymouth
Mar 20, 2019 - Post 390, Detroit
May 15, 2019 - Post 32, Livonia
Jun 19, 2019 - Post 147, Northville
18th District
Sep 9 - Post 374, Berkley
Oct 21 - Post 143, Auburn Hills
Oct 28 - Dept Commanders Tour
Nov 18 - Post 20, Pontiac
Mar 3, 2019 - Post 346, Farmington
Apr28, 2019, Memorial Service Post 172, Rochester
May 19, 2019, Election - Post 143,
Auburn Hills
Jun 9, 2019 - Post 253, Royal Oak
All meetings on Sunday at 2 pm
19th District
Sep 15 - Post 227, East Jordan
Member training at 10:30 am, Social
hour 11 am – noon, Lunch at noon,
Meeting at 1 pm
Submit District Meeting dates
and information to Media@
MichiganLegion.org. Deadline for the
October issue is September 1.

90%

DELEGATE STRENGTH 30 DAYS PRIOR TO LAST YEARS DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

REMEMBER: * Memberships not received by the target dates will receive a renewal notice from national. The automation of the membership system runs by the
target dates. This means that renewals received after each target date are already
slated for printing and mailings. Get your renewal in, and adjutants get your paperwork submitted by each date.

2019 Membership Goal: 62,583 August 27 Total: 30,188-48.24%

212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2018-2019 Department President, Deborah Williamson

WELCOME ABOARD!

Navigating the Waters From Sea to Shining Sea For Our Veterans

S

eptember is here. Summer is coming to an end. All of our unit
activities are getting underway for another year of Serving Our
Veterans From Sea to Shining Sea.
Your department officers and chairmen have been busy charting
the course that will enable all of us to pull together for the promotion of
our programs. The Fall Conference arrangements for September 21-23
in Muskegon are well underway. We hope many of you will be there to
participate in the workshops planned.
If we sail along together, with interest and enthusiasm in the
patriotic service of the Auxiliary, we will develop a deeper understanding of our devotion
to God and Country and will find our work rewarded with a worthwhile achievement.
It is difficult to put into words my thanks and appreciation of the many congratulatory
messages and best wishes extended to me upon receiving the highest office our department
can bestow. Perhaps I can best express it by saying that you have helped me start the
year with a “Song In My Heart” and, as this is “Music” month, how about joining me in
“Anchors Away!”

The Many Benefits of Your Volunteer Hours

Janette Brockway
Hospital Director

The American Legion Auxiliary
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
program promotes our mission
to enhance the lives of veterans,
military members and their
families.
Auxiliary members serve
veterans and their families by
volunteering at VA health care
facilities through Auxiliary
Veterans Affairs Volunteering
Services (VAVS). Members like you
volunteer at state veterans homes,
Fisher Houses and other VA health
care locations.
It’s important that we let all of
you know how vitally important
it is to volunteer at all of the VA
Medical Centers. There are five
veteran medical centers and three
veterans homes in the state of
Michigan that you can volunteer
at. Also you can volunteer at the
Wyoming VA facility and Kent
Community Hospital. Auxiliary
representatives of these facilities
are: Ann Arbor - Krystal Hall;
Battle Creek, Wyoming VA and

Kent Community Hospital - Chris
Reed; Detroit - Artensia Wynn;
Iron Mountain - Barbara Larson;
and Saginaw -Laurie Sweet. The
homes for veterans contacts are: D.J.
Jacobetti - Wanda Westman; Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans - Sarah
Brooks; and Hamilton Nursing
Home - Veronica Germany. All of
these chairmen would be excited
for you to volunteer and make
yourself present for all our veterans
to know that they have you and
your unit to count on for their
extra needs. We, as members of The
American Legion Auxiliary, are
putting on bingo, Christmas Gift
Shops, Father’s Day Card programs,
Mother’s Day programs and many,
many more programs that we either
signed up for recently or that have
been on-going programs for many
years. And now, we need NEW
volunteers to keep these programs
going. As you know, all of us are
getting older and it’s getting harder
and harder to get to any of these
facilities.
Your hours are automatically
accounted for when you sign in and

are added towards your Hospital
Hour Pin. There is no need to keep
track of your hours.
Another special program that
is held at some of these facilities
is the National Veterans Creative
Arts Program. More than a decade
ago, the American Legion Auxiliary
connected with an amazing event
that assists veterans in healing
from both their physical and
psychological wounds through
visual and performing arts. This
program is always looking for
volunteers and when you volunteer
you will be amazed at the talents
that our veterans have.
Remember that all you do is
counted on in your year-end report.
If you and/or your unit only send
cards, money, gifts of all kinds,
and anything for any of the special
programs that we have which
involves the VA&R send me details
of what you have accomplished
through the year, and I will make
sure that you get credit and it is
recorded to national.
Also, remember that we have
awards in this hospital program so

make sure you read your guides and
send in the information that I will
need for you to qualify for them.

Learn
what’s new,
what’s changed,
& what’s up!
at the
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Michigan
Fall Conference
September 21-23
at the Holiday Inn
Muskegon Harbor
Department Executive
Committee
meeting Friday
Schools of Instruction
Saturday
Registration is only $15
See page 18
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Ann Arbor VA Healthcare System Report

Chaplain’s Corner

The Golden Rule in the Auxiliary

Marcy Jorae

Department Chaplain

I

n 1919, the founders of The
American Legion had just
experienced devastating times during
World War I. As comrades on the
battlefields, they looked out for and
cared for one another. Thankfully
the war ended, but the camaraderie
remained. The soldiers who were
returning home sensed the need to
continue their bond that had been
formed on the battlefield, remember
those fallen heroes and their families
they left behind, and help those
who had become disabled. Out of
this strong sense of devotion to one
another, The American Legion came
into existence. The Women’s Auxiliary
of the American Legion (known today
as the American Legion Auxiliary)
also came into existence in 1919, as
members of the Legion knew that
to successfully carry out their new
mission they would need the assistance
of the women who had stood by
them in times of war. These women
were impassioned to serve with their
Veterans in time of peace as well.
Fast forward nearly 100 years,
and we have an organization that has
grown and then seen our numbers
dwindling away over the last several
years. And why is this? Granted,
many of the women who gained their
eligibility from World War I and even
World War II and Korean veterans
have passed on, but that does not
explain the numbers. Surely, with so
many veterans in this country, the
American Legion Auxiliary should
have many more members. Sadly, the
reality is that for every new member
that joins because they believe in the
mission of the Auxiliary, we lose way
too many after just three years. The
reason given by a majority of them is
that they were not welcomed, nor were
they treated with dignity and respect.
The founding fathers of The American
Legion purposely structured their
organization so that prior military rank
had no significance in The American
Legion. Yet, we hear that this does not
seem to hold true for the modern-day
Auxiliary – many of those who have
left the ranks have done so because
they felt looked upon as lower-class
members when interacting with those

who have been members for a long
time or by those holding offices. This
is not the case in every unit, district, or
department. The fact that it happens
at all is very sad. As Auxiliary sisters,
can we not embrace each other and put
aside our differences? Can we not think
about our common bond, which is our
veterans, instead of the differences we
use to exclude members and make
them feel unwelcome?

Treat others as you would yourself
be treated.
Hinduism
What you yourself hate do to no
man.
Judaism
Hurt not others with that which
pains you.
Buddhism
Do unto all men as you would
wish to have done.		
Islam
Live in harmony, for we are all
related
Native American
Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you.
Christianity
These are all expressions of the
same tenet – the Golden Rule, as
expressed in different religions. Our
organizations were founded by people
of faith, as strongly evidenced by the
beginning of the Preamble to the
Constitution of both The American
Legion, as well as the American Legion
Auxiliary – “For God and Country.”
We need to remember our motto of
“Service, Not Self ” so that we can
put our differences aside as we work
together to serve our veterans, active
military and their families, our children
and youth, and our communities.
One last thought to begin the new
year: Treat your Auxiliary Sisters as you
would want them to treat you.
Lord, may we work together in
harmony to help fulfill the mission
of this great organization. May we
put aside our differences so that our
mission may be completed successfully.
Keep in our hearts a constant reminder
of the veteran through whom we gained
our eligibility, that our service to this
organization may be a tribute to their
service to our country. Amen.

Krystal Hall

ALA VAVS Representative

S

ince 1953, the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System has provided stateof-the-art health care services to the men and women who have so
proudly served our nation. The Department of Veterans Affairs designated the
Ann Arbor Medical Center as a 1b facility, meaning we are at the highest level
of complexity of care. Neurosurgery, coronary artery bypass, and laparoscopic
surgeries are examples of the sophisticated level of care provided at the VA
Ann Arbor Medical Center. The facility includes state-of-the-art ambulatory
care clinics, operating rooms, a cardiac catheterization suite, intensive care
units, laboratory, and diagnostic services.
		
- VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System Annual Report
The Ann Arbor system with main hospital campus located in Ann Arbor and
with clinics in Flint, Jackson, and Toledo (Ohio), serviced over 69,000 veterans living
in a 15-county area of Michigan and Northwest Ohio during the past fiscal year. The
main hospital campus located in Ann Arbor serves as a referral center for specialty care
and operates 102 acute care beds and 40 Community Living Center (extended care)
beds. More than 863,000 outpatient (clinical/encounter) visits were made at the facilities;
there were more than 5,300 inpatient episodes of care provided in the hospital and
extended care center.
In fiscal year 2017, VAAAHS staff participated in 211 outreach events that included
quarterly Veterans Town Hall meetings; annual Mental Health Summit; and various
community events including Thunder Over Michigan Air Show, county fairs, job fairs,
and community-based outreach presentations. VAAAHS reached approximately 40,125
individuals during FY17 by sharing information about various VA programs and services
at these various events.
VAAAHS is active in several programs: the campaign to end Veteran Homelessness;
Veteran Justice Outreach; Telehealth Clinics; My HealthyVet web-access services and
information for veterans; Click 2 Benefits (allows veterans to speak directly with a
VBA claims specialist); SCAN-ECHO (Specialty Care Access Network Extension of
Community Healthcare Outcomes, VAAAHS is 1 of 11 nationwide medical centers to
implement); Healthy Teaching Kitchen Class; Veteran Transportation Service (one of only
four national sites selected for a two-year pilot project); first VA in the US with a highpowered holmium laser (‘Stone Dusting’-stone removal procedure); #BeThere (program
to help prevent veteran suicide; and No Veteran Dies Alone (specially trained volunteers
provide companionship and assistance as veterans enter the final stages of life). This past
December the center hosted its fifth annual Baby Shower.
The American Legion Auxiliary is one of 31 service organizations that volunteer at
and support the veteran needs at the Ann Arbor system. It is considered our privilege to
serve veteran health care needs in any way we can. This past year 765 volunteers logged
63,912 volunteer hours (less than in prior years, but not unexpected). VAAAHS received
donations (hours, monetary, and in-kind) totaling over $2.2 million which were used to
support our veterans.
Auxiliary members from the 2nd, 17th, and 18th Districts continue to be active and
supportive of the Annual Gift Shop (the November 2017 event had 48 volunteers for
263 hours with donations of $11,016), monthly Bingo parties, special need donations
(flat screen TV, microwaves for patient floors, comfort items, etc.), and a Father’s Day
program. Volunteers and Auxiliary members also helped with several other programs:
POW/MIA, Veterans Day, Town Hall meetings, 2k Walk, National Salute to Veterans
Week, and Memorial Services.
As in past years, the goal will be to provide the best care and support for our
country’s veterans and to support the VAAAHS programs. As I complete my sixth year as
Department of Michigan American Legion Auxiliary appointed representative, one of my
goals (our project) continues to be to gather donations to obtain special needs (especially
to support the building of the Fisher House in Ann Arbor) and to have a successful Gift
Shop. One of my continuing goals for this year will be to increase the number of Auxiliary
volunteers both in Ann Arbor and Toledo, and to increase volunteer opportunities within
the VA hospitals and clinics.
In closing, I offer that I am honored—and humbled—to have the opportunities to
work with such dedicated staff, volunteers, and other supporters (including ‘my Deputy’
Ethel Putala—thanks Ethel for you all you do) here at the Ann Arbor VA Health System
as we service and support our veterans.
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments

Legion Family Offers Many Opportunities For Sons To Serve
Gary L. LaMunyon
SAL Commander

T

he very first thing I must
do is to thank all of you
Sons who supported me for this
fantastic office. It is an honor
and humbling to be allowed to
represent this great organization
throughout the great State of
Michigan. I have learned a great deal in the last two
months, and I would like to share some of those
thoughts with you:
Wilwin at Cygnet Cove is a remarkable place. If
you have not been there, do yourself a favor and visit.
Your heart will burst with pride knowing you are a
part of such an ambitious and successful effort.
Boys State and Girls State have a tremendous
impact on those young people who take a week out of
their summer to attend. The leadership provided by
the Legion, Auxiliary, and Sons is outstanding. Hats
off to our own Mike Holly for over 20 years of service
to this wonderful program.
I cannot say enough good things about the people
and attitudes of our friends in the Upper Peninsula.
I have had the opportunity to visit them twice since
taking office, and I cannot wait to go back.
Patriotism is alive and well in Wyandotte,
Michigan. The 4th of July parade they host is absolutely
inspiring. It sure makes you proud to be an American.
If you are ever in the area, stop in and see people at
Post 217. For a whole lot of reasons, they are rapidly
becoming one of my favorite posts to visit. The 1st

Zone is lucky to have them.
As you may know, Legion Baseball is my special
project. I had the opportunity to attend the 1st Zone
finals in Trenton and the Class AA Tournament in
Sault St. Marie. My trip taught me a lot of things. Sault
St. Marie is the oldest city in Michigan and a very long
way from my home in Temperance. The people and
scenery in the U.P. are second to none.
Most importantly, however, I learned that
Legion Baseball is in very good hands. These men
are very dedicated and focused on making this a great
experience and have this program running like a welloiled machine. I would like to give a special shout-out
to 1st Zone Director Jeff McGinnis and publicly thank
him for is gracious hospitality. He too, by the way, is a
member of Post 217 in Wyandotte. Can you believe it,
I got to be in one of my favorite places, the U.P., with
some of my favorite people, doing two of my favorite
things, watching great baseball and representing the
Sons of the American Legion
Speaking about wonderful programs, my
symbolic Little Sister, Taylor Houghton, has selected
Fiendship Circle as her special project. She directed
me where to go online to find out what it is all about.
Family Circle is an organization dedicated to helping
with teenage suicide. If you are serious about making
a difference in this country, consider donating to this
very worthwhile charity and let’s help Taylor have a
very successful year.
I am not very high tech, but with the assistance
of Mark Sutton at Department Headquarters I will be
able to speak to you through videos posted either on

Gladstone At Your Service

Residents of Gladstone take part in the
Flag Retirement Ceremony June 14. Sons of
Squadron 71 out of the August Mattson Post
71 in Gladstone, along with Legionnaires,
were instrumental in the observance. Mayor
Joe Thompson and City Manager Darcy Long
spoke at the event.

the website or Facebook. Please watch for them as
they will be coming soon and I hope that they will help
you at the squadron level so you can be as effective as
possible. Later you will find a workshop consisting
of some of the most knowledgeable Sons I can find.
We will be talking about such things as how to run
effective meetings, how to manage successful projects,
some discussion on Roberts Rules of Order, and some
other topics you may find interesting. You will even
learn more about my theme, “I Am My Comrade’s
Caddy.”
I cannot close without talking about membership.
First, I would like to give a special thank you to Past
Department Commander Carvin Chapman for
accepting the challenge of acting as membership
director for a second straight year. Did you know
that there are over 400 American Legion posts in
Michigan and only 212 squadrons? That tells us that
there is a very large number of posts that could benefit
from the assistance of the Sons of the American
Legion. As we make the effort to continue growing
our own squadrons, let’s keep our eyes and ears
open for opportunities to form new squadrons. If
there is anything I can do to assist you in that effort
I will be more than happy to do so. I truly believe
that those posts without a squadron are missing out
on a wonderful opportunity to obtain assistance in
attaining their goals.
Again thanks to all of you for all that you do, and
let’s work together to make sure this is the best year
ever for our Legion Family. Please remember, all of
those members are our COMRADES.

SAL and Legionniares from Post 71 take
part in the Veterans Day
ceremony at the Gardens of Rest mausoleum
in Wells.

SAL Squadron 71 sponsors part
of the Honor Flight to Washington,
D.C., twice a year by paying part of
the cost for the local transportation
to the airport for the participants.
The May 23 Honor Flight host along
with participants from the Korean,
Vietnam and Gulf Wars are with a
Squadron 71 member.
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SAL Detachment Convention:

Membership News
RECRUIT, RETAIN, REINSTATE!

Your Involvement Matters

Carvin “Huey” Chapman, Membership Chairman

W

ell, time sure flies. We are now two months into the 2018-2019 Membership
Year, and I am disappointed as to how many squadrons have not turned in their
Officers Lists and their Bond Form and monies.
Without these turned in you cannot receive your
2019 membership cards!!! So get them in NOW,
ASAP, TODAY!! Remember that membership is
the lifeblood of our organization. If you have any
questions about membership you can contact me
at cchapman0371@gmail.com or call 248-4310371. We did not yet quite reach our 100 percent
goal for 2018. As of June 28, we are at 97.56
percent on the state level and 99 percent on the
national. So, if you still have any cards to turn in, This is what 160 years looks like! Legion
and Sons members of August Mattson
please do!
Don’t forget our veterans! In my other capacity Post 71 in Gladstone were honored for
Membership.
Charlie
as a VA Hospital Representative, I have been at Continuous
Lundmark
with
70
years
in
the
Legion;
the VA hospital numerous times and continue to
work nonstop to support our homeless veterans John Pickard, 40 years in the Sons;
by bringing clothes and other items to them and Lloyd Lessard, 50 Legion years. Bill
Germain as also recognized for 40 years
throughout our state.
in the Sons.
Yours in God and Country!

AN AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY GIFT
- Members of the Walter T. Roach in
Hubbardston rest on the two benches
they recently donated to Wilwin at
Cygnet Cove. Wilwin board member
Garrett Veihl is with some of Post 182
SAL and Legion Riders.

Dominic R. Merlington, Detachment Judge Advocate and Past Detachment Commander

A

t our Detachment Executive Committee meeting during Department Convention, a
blue capper who was not a member of the DEC asked whether or not he had a right to
make motions, second them or vote. I’m afraid he didn’t receive the answer he expected. He was
told that he certainly had a voice in what was being discussed at the meeting, but nothing more.
He wondered why he should even bother coming to these meetings if he had no impact on
them.
The DEC is the body in which the business of the Detachment is conducted between
Conventions, and, per our
Constitution
and
Bylaws,
Keeping It All In The Family
specifies the makeup of this
Committee.
While a blue
Andrew VanDam and
capper is not a member of the
his
dad Todd VanDam
DEC, he certainly can have quite
sport
the Air Rifle
an impact on what goes on at
Shoot trophies they
these meetings.
His input and suggestions
earned at the 2018
are what help drive the
SAL Detachment
Detachment in the direction the
Convention held
members would like to see. If it
earlier this year in
is something we can implement
Dundee. Brother
at the DEC meeting, then a
Joshua was named
voting member of the DEC can
Young Son of the
make a motion and try to make
Year. The three are
it so. Ideas and suggestions are
members of
always welcome, as the DEC is
representing and working for
Sqaudron
you. The more guidance we can
208 out of
receive, the better.
the D.W.
As I had always stressed
Cassard
when I was Detachment
Post 208 in
Commander – your officers
Kentwood.
and chairmen are here to work
for you. Ask questions, get
involved, and keep us on our
toes!

American Legion Programs

Endless Opportunities For Sons To Recruit and Volunteer
Boys State

Youth Career Law Enforcement

The 2018 Boys State session is
NOW closed. Nearly 250 young men
attended the week-long program
at Grand Valley State University.
They call it “A Week That Shapes a
Lifetime.” I urge any and all Legion
and SAL members to visit for a day.
You will leave there with a greater
knowledge of how our education staff, counselors and volunteers help these
young men out.
As always we have guests who visit a few days or even all week because
of the experience they have had, in the past years.
The wheels are already in motion for next year’s program. You can get in
touch with your local schools, and help get this program built up again the way
it was a few years ago. We can hold upwards of 500 to 600 boys.
Any of the committee members are always here if help is needed, plus
now we have an additional member of the Legion, Mark Sutton, to help us to
promote our programs and all the programs the Legion has to offer.
Thanks again to all who have helped with the program. Whether it is a
day, a week or all year long, your help is appreciated

Another year has come and gone. The 2018 class
has graduated and is on to the rest of their summer. Some
of the young men and women may become law officers in
the future. For others, it is an experience they will never
forget.
Trooper School is a week of training from 5 a.m to
10 p.m., with graduation being on Friday. There are four
different scholarships they can earn: Outstanding Student
Trooper of the year, $1,000; and Class Orator, Academic,
and Marksmanship for $500 each.
Keep your eyes and ears open for a young student who wants to learn about a career in law
enforcement. Early springtime is when applications for the week-long program are submitted.
Once again watch your MI Legionnaire or MichiganLegion.org for time, place and dates.
For more information call Ashley at Department
Headquarters, 517-371-4720 Ext 23.
Thanks & T.T.F.N.,
Mike Holley
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Scouting News

Eagle Scout of the Year Requirements Rigorous, Yet Attainable
Clyde Sinclair
Scouting Chairman

I
recently
had the pleasure
of
assisting
Commander Holt
in
presenting
the 2018 Eagle
Scout of the Year award to Eagle
Scout Lawrence Eiden at the recent
Department Convention. Lawrence,
a member of the SAL, and his father
Lawrence Eiden, a Legionnaire, are
both members of Dexter Post 557.
Lawrence is a member of Troop
27, chartered
by St. Frances
Catholic
Church in
Ann Arbor.
Along
his
trail to Eagle,
he
earned
a total of
66
merit
badges, 45
more than
required
for
the
Eagle rank. His academic record is
outstanding.
Applicants for Eagle Scout of
the Year are judged on seven areas:
high school record, scouting record,
Eagle Scout project, community
participation
record,
religious
emblem
award,
letters
of
recommendation
and
a subjective evaluation.
Possible points which
may be awarded for each
area vary, with a total of
50 points possible for the
applicant.
Lawrence’s
Eagle
Project benefited more
than
200
homeless
veterans in the Ann
Arbor, Detroit and Toledo areas.
Here is an excerpt from his project
description:
“I started my Eagle Scout Project
on December 9, 2013, and finished

Scouting Chairman Clyde Sinclair,
2018 Eagle Scout of
the Year Lawrence
Eiden and then State
Commander Brett
Holt at the Department Convention in
June.

the project on March 25, 2014. I
researched ideas for Eagle Scout
projects before I officially started the
process. Disappointed that I could
not find a project idea that spoke to
me, I accidently clicked on Yahoo
News. I was
drawn to an
article about
military
veterans.
The headline
r e a d ,
‘Military
Ve t e r a n s
in Danger
of
Being
Ho m e l e s s .’
My family
has a rich history of service, and I
am aware of the difficulties many
veterans have adapting to civilian life.
Upon further research, I discovered
the problem is much worse than I
thought. Nearly 1.4 million veterans

are in danger of being homeless,
and approximately 50,000 veterans
are homeless in America. In my
area alone, there are thousands of

h o m e l e s s member, in any other troop.
Applications/nominations for
veterans.
I
read the 2019 Centennial Eagle Scout of
about the the Year are due on or before March
difficulties 1, 2019. In addition to meeting all
v e t e r a n s the qualifications, there are two
face,
and things that will make an applicant
the dangers stand out: 1) excelling at and
h o m e l e s s exceeding the requirements for the
v e t e r a n s Eagle rank and 2) an Eagle Project
face. It seemed like many had that is huge in its impact on veterans
been abandoned by the nation and/or the community.
Don’t delay! Encourage your
they protected. I decided the most
immediate and realistic way I could scouts to plan, work and submit
help these men and women is by an application for this special
creating emergency packages for recognition in our centennial year.
those who could not find shelter on
cold nights and spread
the awareness of the
Marilyn Britten
issue in the Ann Arborfor
Detroit-Toledo area.”
2019-2020
Lawrence is a great
Department
example of Scouting’s
Commander
finest, as proven by his
commitment to carry
out his oath to “help
other people at all times”.
His leadership and
commitment to others is
an example for all of us
and we congratulate him
for his achievement.
The two things that
most often eliminate an
applicant for the Eagle
Scout of the Year
The 6th District endorses Marilyn Britten for
scholarship are
Department Commander. Marilyn earned
1) they have not
her eligibility from her service in the U.S.
earned their Boy
Army from 1970-1985. She has served as
Scout
religious
Post Adjutant and currently as Commander,
emblem
award
several positions at the District including
and 2) they do
Commander, 3rd Zone Commander 2014not meet the
2015, Department Historian, Membership
requirements of
Director, Post Development Committee and
Legion affiliation.
Past Chairman Legislative and Reconnect.
A scout must
Marilyn served as the National Chairman of
be from a troop
Membership and Post Development 2002chartered by an
2004 and currently serves on the National
American Legion
Security Council. She is a 2001 Legion College
Post, SAL Squadron or
graduate and has served as a facilitator in
an Auxiliary unit, OR be
2006. We are pleased to endorse Marilyn
the son or grandson of a
Britten for this high office.
Legionnaire, a member
of the SAL or Auxiliary
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Midland Berryhill

Andrew Hribar
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Baseball
American Legion Baseball, Department of Michigan, announced the recipients
of two scholarships at its 2018 Class AA State Tournament held July 26-28 in Sault Ste.
Marie. The scholarships are awarded yearly to American Legion Baseball team member applicants for their academic achievements, community involvement, and athletic
achievements both in skill and sportsmanship.
Andrew Hribar, a graduating senior from Adrian High School, is the Department of
Michigan’s pick to compete for The American Legion All-Academic Team sponsored by
Diamond Sports. Hribar, who will study sports management at Adrian College, is recognized as a quiet leader who has been active in several sports throughout high school.
He volunteered at Alexander Elementary teaching, reading to, and mentoring kindergarten and first-grade students. Hribar played
Legion Baseball for four years on the Adrian
Post 275 team and plans on playing college
baseball at Adrian.
Clark Nelson, a graduating senior from
Clinton High School, is this year’s recipient of the Robert Turner Baseball Scholarship. Nelson
has been a member of the Adrian Post 275 team for two years. In addition to a high school
sports career in three sports, he is a Special Olympics volunteer and also mentored a special
needs elementary student each week. Nelson will attend Jackson College, where he plans to
major in finance and continue to play baseball.
The Turner scholarship is named after Robert (Bob) Turner, who was born in 1922 in
Woodsfield, Ohio, and moved to Crystal Mountain in 1935. Turner served in the United States
Army Air Corps during World War II from 1942-1946. He received a Good Conduct Medal,
Pacific Star, and an Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal. In the mid-1970s his oldest son Bryce
played Michigan American Legion Baseball. Turner supported the team by attending many of
the games and was a life-long fan of baseball. The scholarship was established in honor of his
life and memory and is meant to support and invest in young players as they seek to fulfill their
dreams in the years ahead.
Gladstone Indians

Jackson Youth takes 3rd in American Legion
Junior Air Rifle Championship

Clark Nelson

Michigan Boys State
A Week That Shapes A Lifetime

Nearly 250 boys from across the State of Michigan attended the 80th American Legion Michigan Boys State program from June 17-23 The
program was held at Grand Valley State University in Allendale. Legionnaire and Sons volunteers along with Boys State Alumni Education
Staff give the incoming senior high school students a chance to learn firsthand what it means
to be engaged in their community and participate in a democratic society. The American
Legion has been administering the non-partisan
program nationally since 1935 and this is the
80th year that the Michigan Boys State model
has come to life as delegates take on elected
and appointed roles to experience democracy
in action and learn how legislation is passed.
The students campaign for office, draft bills and
work together to solve real-world issues facing
their cities, counties and state.

The American Legion Boys State program started in Illinois in 1935 and came to Michigan in
1938. By participating in mock local, county and state government exercises, delegates learn firsthand about leadership, practical citizenship and the democratic
process through activities that include legislative sessions, court proceedings,
presentations, bands, choruses and recreational programs.

Richard Clark of Jackson earned third place in the 2018 American Legion 3-Position
Junior Air Rifle Championship, Precision held July 24-29 at the USA Shooting range facility located at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. Clark is
a seasoned competitor who
has participated in nearly 40
state, 10 regional, and now 4
national podiums. This was
his first time vying for The
American Legion prize.
Clark fired his first shots
at the tender age of three,
and began Olympic-style shooting at eight. Competitions began in the eighth-grade. His home range is the
Jackson County Sportsman Club, the co-sponsors of
his trek to the recent competition along with American
Legion Post 550 in Onsted. He begins his study of kinesiology this fall at the University of Kentucky with the hopes
of becoming a physical therapist or physician assistant. Clark
will attend on both academic and athletic scholarships from
the university, and is on the school’s Rifle Team.
The American Legion Junior Shooting is a gun safety
education and marksmanship program that encompasses
the basic elements of safety, education, enjoyment and competition. Shooters use the .177 caliber air rifle. Competitive
shooting is a sport that creates an equal playing field for all.
Males and females can participate, and disabled youth are
encouraged to join.

Dante Silva

Luke Froncheck

Boys State Leads to Boys Nation
For Two Delegates

Luke Froncheck, from Delton High School, and Dante J. Silva, from Northville High School, were elected to attend The American Legion
Boys Nation program in Washington, D.C., July 20-28. The two high school seniors were selected from more than 250 delegates from
across the state who attended Michigan Boys State at Grand Valley State University in June.
Froncheck and Silva arrived in our nation’s capital as “Senators” along with two delegates from each of 48 other states. Boys State is
billed as “A week that shapes a lifetime,” with Boys Nation offering an expanded experience to selected students. The young lawmakers learn the proper method of handling bills according to U.S. Senate rules. The week of government training also included lectures,
forums and visits to federal agencies, national shrines, institutions, memorials and historical sites. On Capitol Hill, Boys Nation senators
meet with elected officials from their home states and meet the President of the United States.
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State Officers 2018 - 2019
American Legion, Department of Michigan

Commander
Steve Striggow

Adjutant
Ron Runyan

PDC
Brett Holt

NEC Ray Moore

ALt NEC
John Knox

Judge Advocate
Kimberlee Hillock

Finance Officer
Barry Wood

Sergeant-At-Arms
Dan Crisp

Chaplain
Eddie Brown

Historian
Ernie Barry

1st Zone Cmdr
Jim Austin

2nd Zone Cmdr
Robert Berger

3rd Zone Cmdr
Doug Carignan

4th Zone Cmdr
Don Mraz

5th Zone Cmdr Carl
Morrison

1st District Cmdr
Greg Spight

2nd District Cmdr
Terry Beck

3rd District Cmdr
Duane Miller

4th District Cmdr
Richard Parks

5th District Cmdr
Keith Wakefield

6th District Cmdr
Chris Vervaet

7th District Cmdr
Lewis Mitchell

8th Distict Cmdr
Elmer Lerette

9th District Cmdr
Randy Gilbert

10th District Cmdr
Mike Pergande

11th District Cmdr
Wendy Sexton

16th District Cmdr
Craig Tillman

17th District Cmdr
Jeff Haeseker

18th District Cmdr
Mike Fitzgerald

19th District Cmdr
Brian Morrison

12th District Cmdr
Wendy Retzloff

These officers comprise your Department Executive Committee. They represent your membership
in each respective territory, with the State Commander having overall responsibility. With them and
the assistance from our 395 posts and state level committees, Michigan will once again deliver a very
successful and progressive Legion year for our veterans, their families and their communities.
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1st Zone Report
Greg Price, Commander

I

hope everyone has enjoyed the Lazy, Hazy Days of
summer. It was nice to see neighbors throughout
many communities gather together to watch patriotic
parades. Many posts held picnics, and many others held
various benefits to raise money to help others in need.
The 2019 dues cards have arrived at Department.
Deanna said that squadrons need to turn in their 20182019 Officers List, as well as their Bond Form. The cost of
the bond is still only $10. If Deanna does not receive these
two important documents, she will NOT send your 2019
Squadron Dues Cards to your post.
It was fun spending time with our Detachment
Commander Gary LaMunyon and other Legion
Family members watching American Legion Baseball
Championship playoff games that held in Trenton.
There are other special events to be held in our zone,
such as the Detroit Veterans Day Parade November 11,
and the always-fun 16th District Tour.
If you can come down to 1st Zone, we’ll try to put
a happy smile on your face, and hopefully you will enjoy
yourself enough that you would have one or two stories
that you can share down the road.
For God & Country,
Greg Price

2nd Zone Report
Clive R.A. Seydell, Vice Commander

Greetings from the 2nd Zone,
For those of you who do not know me, I am Clive
Seydell the newly elected 2nd Zone Commander 2018-2019.
Along with being 2nd zone commander I am also adjutant
for Rose City Squadron 324 located in Jackson and is the
2nd District.
I would like to start by throwing my District cap on
and thanking all of you that attended the State Convention
in Dundee. A great time was had by all. As chairman of the
Convention Committee, I would like to thank everyone
that helped in the planning, prepping, setup, operation and
cleanup. We look forward to having you all back in the 2nd
District a long, long time from now after we have all rested.
John Beeman, of Squad 31 out of Herbert J. McKune
Post in Chelsea and the 2nd District Commander, and I
have made four trips to Wilwin at Cygnet Cove so far this
year. Tagging along with us on different occasions were
David Seydell, Squad 324 of Rose City Post in Jackson;
Mike Boughner, Squad 233 of the Charlton-Polan Post in
Lake Orion; and Dane Elmore, dual member of Post 324.
Great things are happening every day at Wilwin, all for our
veterans. John has helped Earl get the cabinets and sinks
installed in the new cabins of Veterans Village. We have all
chipped in helping clean up the Rec Room for the new floor
finishing, assembling the bunk beds and queen bed stands,
along with various other projects. I have created an aerial
property map showing where the Main Lodge, Veterans
Village, trash drop-off and trails are located along with trail
markers to help identify where you are when exploring
the pristine 1,183 acres. In June there was a great turnout
for the 2nd Zone Golf Cart presentation. It was definitely a
needed and great addition to the Golf Cart Fleet at Wilwin.
The carts are instrumental in getting veterans and guests
around the property, as well as helping the volunteers
accomplish the ever-growing task list. By the time you have
read this, John and I will have made our fifth trip to help
with the Annual Benefit Concert. If you have not been to

the concert, please plan to attend next year. Richard Lynch
puts on a great show, and it gives you the chance to explore
the property and see all the great things that are happening
there for our veterans. If you have a chance to get away
from your daily activities and would like to head to Wilwin
and volunteer, give Earl and Bev a call. There is always
something to be done.
On July 28th I was able to attend my first Veteran’s Carnival
at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. What an awesome
event. I spent part of the day serving Walking Tacos with
the volunteers from the Daniel Waters Cassard Post 208 of
Kentwood. Next, I was energetically persuaded by many to
participate in the pie-eating contest with Madam President
Deborah. Although neither of us came close to first place,
we had a great time. The rest of the afternoon was spent
enjoying the camaraderie of the other Sons and volunteers,
as well as seeing all the smiles and laughter coming from
the veterans as they moved from tent to tent. What a great
event. I am looking forward to attending future carnivals.
Membership: The 2019 cards are printed and have been
sent to each squadron. If you have not received yours, it’s
because you have not submitted your Officer’s List and
Bonding Form. Please do so promptly. Remember as you
collect dues please send them in and don’t sit on them.
Doing so only creates stockpiles of work for Deanna, and
additionally, it prevents the member from using any of the
benefits associated with his membership.
Districts: Remember the 2nd Zone is compiled of four
separate districts. These districts are led by an officer
structure similar to each squadron. The district commanders
are as follows: 2nd District, John Beeman; 4th District, Zach
Pendell; and 5th District, Scott Kelly. Currently, we are still
struggling to reassemble the 3rd District. If you are from the
3rd District and would like to help rebuild the Sons at the
district level, please contact me. If you have never been to a
district meeting please try to attend one this year. Having a
district board is a great tool and very instrumental in getting
information passed down from the detachment as well as
spreading information from local squadrons and seeking
aide on issues and situations.
September 22nd at the Muskegon Holiday Inn, at 9 am, will
be our third Department Executive Committee meeting. If
you are able, please come as all members are encouraged to
attend D.E.C. meetings. Registration is $15.
I will be out and about in the 2nd Zone this year, attending
as many meetings and events that I possibly can. If you have
a special event, function or meeting you would like me to
attend, please email me at seydellclive@gmail.com or give
me a call at 517-902-9858.
For God and Country,
Vice Commander Clive R.A. Seydell

3rd Zone Report
Randy D. Jackson, Commander

Greetings and SALutations,
If the picture above looks vaguely
familiar, do not check the pictures on
the most wanted board at the post
office. It’s probably because I’ve been
the 3rd Zone Commander a couple of
times before, and I am happy to do so
again.
For those of you who may
be asking yourselves, “Who is a zone commander
and what does he do?” Briefly, he is the link in the
chain of communication between YOU, the blue cap

wearing squadron members of the 3rd Zone, and the
Detachment of Michigan, a.k.a. state headquarters. The
zone commander is also the guy to call when you have
any questions about SAL paperwork, membership,
Consolidated Report Forms and stuff like that.
The fun part of my job is giving accolades and
credit to the squadrons for all the work that is done
for the benefit of our veterans. I know, most of you are
saying, “We don’t do it for the recognition!” Neither
do I, so I know exactly what you mean. However,
when we report what we do, using the Consolidated
Report Forms (CRF), that information goes indirectly
to Congress to help them decide how much to put
towards funding of the much-needed veterans
programs. So, you see, we’re not “tooting our own
horn” as much as helping all the way around. I hope
that helps give all squadron adjutants and historians a
good reason to keep track of just what your squadron
does throughout the year and fill out the CRF when
they come to you.
Another piece of paperwork that seems to fall
through the cracks sometimes is the Officers List. Just
after your yearly elections (sometime in either April,
May or June) all squadrons need to fill those out and
send them in. This is how Department and the other
state officers, like me, know how to contact you for all
that previously mentioned recognition.
You’ll be hearing more from me in the next issue
of the SAL section of this paper. So, for now, keep doing
what you do, because you make a difference. If I can be
of service, please reach out. My contact information is
four lines down.
Thanks,
Randy D. Jackson
3rd Zone Commander & Detachment A.L.R. Rep.
248-890-6396 cell phone rjaxn57@gmail.com

4th Zone Report
John P. Brown, Commander

Hello, squadron members in the 4th Zone. I hope you
and your families are doing well.
I hope all of our squadrons have by now sent in their
new Officers List, along with your bond monies. This has
to be done to receive your 2019 membership cards. This
Officers List, along with contact, phone numbers and e-mail
addresses, help the Detachment and myself to pass on
information to our members in the 9th, 10th & 19th Districts.
Great news, the SAL Copemish Charter is back at
Department in Lansing. Hopefully, by the time this article
appears in the Legionnaire paper, Copemish will have
received their SAL Charter. Welcome, Squadron 531 to the
Legion Family.
In my articles I try to stress the importance of
adding new members. More importantly, we need to get
our members more involved in their squadron’s projects.
Please, Squadron Commanders in the 9th, 10th &19th
Districts, I ask on behalf of the Detachment that you and
your officers, reach out to your squadron members either
by mail, e-mail, or phone calls to thank them and ask for a
deeper involvement in your meetings, and projects that you
have on-going at your squadron.

See Reports on page 14 ...
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... Reports from page 13

I hear from SAL commanders that I
talk to that getting members to meetings
and projects can be very difficult.
The Detachment understands that
many members live some distance from
their squadrons in which they belong. I also
know that many members of our districts
travel south for the winter.
This said, there are still many
members who live relatively close to your
squadrons. Paying your dues helps your
squadron deeply, and this, in turn, helps our
veterans and the communities in which you
live. Your involvement in your squadron
meetings along with the projects which
raise funds to further help our veterans is
what is deeply need in all of our districts.
Please understand how much your
squadron needs you!!! We need your pride
in being a SAL Son and knowing your effort
helps to benefit our veterans and their
programs.
Please get involved. Our veterans need
our support, and our veteran programs
need your support.
Please understand that as part of the
Legion Family we can make a difference.
The Detachment thanks all of you Sons for
supporting our veterans, your squadron
commanders thank you and your effort in
aiding our veterans programs.
I have approached the Detachment
on getting a district commander for the
9th, 10th, & 19th Districts. I will keep you
updated on this project.
Squadron commanders, feel free to
contact me by phone or e-mail. Any Son in
the 4th Zone, please feels free to contact me.
John P. Brown
johnbrwn421@aol.com
(734) 634-7831

Calling All Writers
and Photographers

GRHV CARNIVAL IS ANNUAL HIT
5th District Report
Scott Kelly, Commander

Greetings
from
Scott Kelly 5th district
commander.
The last Saturday in
July is one I look forward
to when the Grand Rapids
Home for Veterans holds
its Annual Carnival. This
is a great time to volunteer
and have direct contact
with the veterans that we
serve. For those of you
who are unfamiliar with
Past Detachment Commander Dominic Merlingthe carnival,it is an annual ton, 2nd Zone Commander Clive Seydell, 2nd District
event for GRHV members Commander John Beeman, Detachment Commander
and their families. Dozens Gary LaMunyon, and Detachment Historian Keith Tyof organizations, like the ler, 5th District Commander Scott Kelly.
5th District SAL, host
booths providing members
with games, food and activities. It’s also an opportunity to show others that might be
interested in joining our SAL ranks exactly we do and stand for. And probably the
most important aspect of volunteering is
reporting on our consolidated reports that
go on to national and gives us our voice
to Congress. So please make sure your
squadron reports ALL of the volunteer
activity that may be done both for your
post and outside with community and
children’s events.
I want to thank all of the 5th District
SAL officers and the other SAL officers
Auxiliary Department President Deb- from across the state who volunteered
orah Williamson, 2nd Zone Commander this year. I look forward to seeing you all
Clive Seydell get ready to compete in the again next year.
Pie Eating Contest at the Grand Rapids
For God and Country,
Home For Veterans Carnival.
Scott Kelly

Join us at our next car show!

Edward Slatinsky, a Korean War era veteran, holds the American flag during the July 20 car show at Post 514. Karl
Nagley, our car show organizer, was holding the MIA flag. The Lynn C. Weeman Post in Temperance holds the car shows
throughout the summer, with one more planned for September 19. Veterans from different eras of the wars are asked
to be flag bearers. The 86-year-old Slatinsky is part of a new program from the VA Ann Arbor Medical Center called
Volunteer Caregiver Support Program. Caregivers go to the veterans homes and spend up to 4 hours with them one-onone entertainment such as card playing walks puzzles and maybe having lunch with them.

Joe Holloman

I

t’s that time of year again to
talk about why we need you to
contribute to our SAL portion of the
MILegionnaire. For those of you who are
new to this topic, here are the basics:
Four times per year SAL members
get the opportunity to tell the world
a little more about ourselves in the
MILegionnaire.
So, you may be asking yourself,
“What’s the big deal?” or “Why would
I need to submit an article to a future
newsletter?” Here are a few answers to
consider:
To increase awareness. Our articles
in the MILegionnaire tell people who we
are and what we do. People should be
compelled to find out more about the SAL.
To educate. Our articles can give
fellow members important information on
upcoming events, important issues, our
goals, and our mission.
To inspire. Michigan SAL members
do an incredible amount of work for
our community, state and nation. Let’s
get stories of hard-working members
and Squadrons into our newsletter. Let’s
inspire our fellow Sons.
We need your articles AND your
pictures. We love photos of SAL members
in action, contributing to veterans,
children and our community. We
particularly love photos of Sons in action
who are wearing their SAL covers.
Spread the word to your fellow blue
cappers! Articles and pictures go to Sandy
Lipman at sandylipman95@hotmail.com.
In turn, Sandy may take some of your
photos or articles and submit them to
National! It’s our turn to shine! We need
your help. Let’s get it done!

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINES 2018-2019
Send to sandylipman95@hotmail.com.
Preferred format is a word document with
photos attached as a seperate file (not
placed into the word document) at 200 dpi
as a .jpg. Please note on your email which
of the four issue dates listed below your
article/photo is for:

ISSUE DATE
Your Copy Due Date
1. NOVEMBER/DECEMBER October 1
2. MARCH
February 1
3. APRIL/MAY
March 1
4. SEPTEMBER
August 1
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NATIONAL JUNIOR MISS POPPY
Abigail Jones
Unit 377, Chief Pontiac

Community Service

Kim Frazier, Department Chairman

W

hat is community service? Community service is helping veterans and active duty
service members, their families and the communities they live in, to make their lives

better.
Whether you babysit, drive them to their appointments, do yard work, clean their homes
or just be there for them when they need you, these are only a few of many of the things that fall
under community service. Everyone does community service on a regular basis. Most people
just don’t realize that they’re doing it. It can be as simple as opening a door for someone or
checking on your neighbor when you haven’t seen them in a while.
The American Legion Auxiliary has set aside special days of service which are:
9-11 National Day of Service and Remembrance (observed annually on Sept. 11)
Make a Difference Day (observed on the fourth Saturday of October)
Veterans Day (observed annually on Nov. 11)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service (observed on the third Monday of January)
National Volunteer Week (usually the third week in April)
Guides for the 2018-2019 Year will be available at Fall Conference. I hope to see you there!

National Security
Mary Dubay
National Security Chairman

T

he National Security program promotes
a strong national defense by supporting
our service members and their families.
This year the national organization’s theme
is “Serving our Heroes” with a special focus on
women veterans and the issues that they face.
What better way to focus on our mission than
to serve our heroes by helping women veterans,
and what a perfect fit for our National Security
program. For example: by participating in a
military spouse job fair you might help a military
spouse find meaningful employment that would
prevent or reduce financial hardship for our
military families and spread the word about the
American Legion Auxiliary at the same time.
Some of the programs covered by National
Security include but are not limited to:
POW-MIA ceremony
Gold Star or Blue Star Banner
to service member’s families
Emergency Preparedness Training
Donating blood or holding a blood drive
Connect with a military spouse or
act as an e-mentor
Care package to a service member
Welcome home party for
returning troops
Connect military families to other
units when they move
Work with local ROTC and/or
Jr. ROTC cadets
Continued from Page 15 ...

18th District Report

19th District Report

What an honor it is to serve as the district
president this year. I was extremely honored to be
installed at the 2018 Department Convention by
Past Department President Mary Anne Yuncker.
The theme in our district is, “It’s the Little Pieces
that Make the Big Picture,” as we work to raise
money for Children with Autism. The 18th
District Auxiliary has so many wonderful hardworking members, I am sure this year will go
by fast. I am asking for all the units to fill out
reports so we can get 100 percent reporting this
year.
We are honored this year to have our State
Commander Steve Striggow from our district.
We will be working together to raise money
for his special project, Fisher House Michigan.
We are also honored to have Taylor Houghton
serving as honorary department junior president
who will be working on her special project, “The
Friendship Circle.” We also have our newly
elected Department Historian Kim Champion
from our district and we are wishing them all
the best of luck.
So far this year I have been busy with parades,
Great Lakes National Cemetery for Memorial
Day, and Perry Mount Park on Memorial Day.
I had the honor to attend the dedication of the
“The Veterans Tribute of Oakland Township.”
What a beautiful peaceful place. It was an honor
to be asked to attend. The biggest honor was
being allowed to sit right behind the WWII,
Korean and Vietnam veterans and listen to the
stories they told. Although we got hit with a rain
storm it was still amazing.
This year has been amazing, and it’s just
getting started.
For God and Country

Greetings from the new 19th District
president! Recently I was at Convention and I
realized how many people are very active in the
ALA and how few of you I actually know, so I
want to introduce myself.
My father fought in WWII as well as did
most of my uncles and some of my aunts. I
really didn’t pay attention to the military until
I fell in love with my now-husband Joe Renis.
Joe was in the Air Force and I had no clue what
I was getting myself into. Being an active duty
military wife was a wonderful, unique and scary
experience.
In 1999 he retired and we returned to the
civilian world and to northern Michigan. There
are so many things that are easier in civilian life
but we also realized how many of our fellow
veterans were struggling. We joined a few
different veterans groups, volunteered at a lot of
functions and made many friends. Ultimately,
we found that the American Legion was the best
fit for us. We didn’t have a Legion post in our
small town of Elk Rapids, so Joe started one 12
years ago. It took off and became an important
part of our community. Three years ago I helped
to start an Auxiliary unit. We are small but
growing!
My project this year is Patriot Place. Patriot
Place is northern Michigan’s only transitional
housing community for male veterans who are
experiencing homelessness. Unlike a temporary
emergency shelter, veterans in need will have the
opportunity to live independently with support
services for up to two years. Patriot Place helps
homeless veterans in each town in the 19th
District. This is an easy organization to support
and they do so much good in our area.

Darlene Jones, District President

Carol Renis, District President
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ALA Girls State

Investing In Our Future
Beryl Robbins, Girls State Chairman

S

eptember
is here, and
harvest is upon us.
The kids are back
in school, and we
should be there too.
The year goes by
so fast, and before
you know it we will
be holding our 79th
Michigan American
Legion Auxiliary
Girls State session.
Now is the time
to be making the
connection with
school counselors,
teachers and students. Let them know who you are and what you have to offer: A week at Girls
State that will make them a better citizen and a more successful individual. See if you can post
an announcement on their school’s social media page. You can help make a better world for
tomorrow.
Now is also the time to raise the money to send your girls to Girls State. We encourage you
to involve your entire community. Our sponsor list reads like Who’s Who in community activism.
Funeral homes, insurance companies, hardware stores and beauty shops have all donated funds.
Parents, grandparents and organizations like the Lions Club, Kiwanis and Rotary clubs have
sponsored delegates. Don’t forget that anyone can sponsor a delegate, all you need to do is ask.
This year, in keeping with American Legion Michigan Boys State, we have raised our fee
to $375, and hope to streamline the process. We also have a new online registration company,
CampDoc where delegates will still be required to pay a $25 registration fee. We will be providing
detailed instructions at the Fall Conference.
The American Legion Auxiliary Girls State program changes lives forever. When you
sponsor a girl, you are telling her that you believe she matters, that she can make a difference
in the world. You are telling her how important it is to be educated and a participant in her
community. You ARE changing the world.

Americanism

First Step: Making Contact
Peggy Nolff, Chairman

“SEPTEMBER.”
What is our first thought when we hear this
word? Children and back to school …
For members of the American Legion Auxiliary
it is the month when we start to put together our
calendar of events that surround our Americanism
Program.
One of the most important parts of Americanism
is education and youth, and what better place to start
than schools. But how do we go about it? Who should
we contact? Which program should we present? Let
start with the first step: decide which part of the
program you would like to do. Do we want to teach
kindergarten students the Pledge of Allegiance, or
how about Flag Etiquette to third- and fourth-graders?
Target the Americanism Essay. Second, let’s contact
the school. Send a letter to the school to introduce your
unit and yourself, tell them who we are and what we do.

Depending on the program you could send a letter to
the principal of the elementary school or direct your
letter to the grade teachers you want to reach out to.
If targeting for the high school essay you could send
a letter to the Advanced Placement language teacher
or the government teacher. Follow up your letter
with a phone call or drop by for a personal touch. (Be
sure to wear something with the Auxiliary logo.) You
can always promote outside the classroom by posting
information on the school website or adding an article
to the school newspaper. You can contact the PTA
and check to see if there are any events that you may
participate in. Many of the items we need to help
promote our Americanism Program are available in
the Flag and Emblem catalog.
Exciting news for those who promote the
Americanism Essay Contest, we already have the
theme for this year’s essay: “How can we address and
prevent veteran homelessness in our communities?”

VA&R Program 2018-19
Bonnie Holt, VA&R Chairman

The Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation program
begins the 2018-2019 year of Serving Our Veterans
From Sea to Shining Sea.
There are two important reasons for our
program: REPORTING and VOLUNTEERING.
1. REPORTING begins with our Auxiliary
members who serve as hospital and home
representatives. If they don’t report the number
of hours they work to the VA&R Hospital, and
Service to Veterans Directors, then National doesn’t
get Michigan’s efforts included in their reports.
National’s report goes to Congress to show the
work the American Legion Auxiliary is doing for
our veterans. If Congress doesn’t get the numbers
from The American Legion Auxiliary National VA&R
Chairman, they can’t see what we are doing for our
veterans. The Units must report to the Districts and
the Districts to the Department in order for us to get
credit for our hard work. In other words, WE ALL
MUST REPORT!
2. VOLUNTEERING is for anyone who loves and
has a little time to visit our veterans. Our veterans
first served us; now we should serve them by caring
enough to visit them in a VA Medical Center hospital
or home. It is a great feeling to VOLUNTEER. It
means so much to our veterans.
Our Auxiliary Plans of Action give us ideas to
work with all year and win awards. Please take a
look at them.
Michigan will be hosting the National Veterans
Creative Arts Festival in October of 2019 at the
VAMC hospital in Battle Creek.
The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is a
week-long competition and festival that recognizes
the progress and recovery made through recreation
therapy and raises the visibility of the creative
achievements of our nation’s veterans after disease,
disability or life crisis.
Join me in supporting our veterans through
the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival as my
special project for 2018-2019. Send all donations to
headquarters.
Thank You for everything you do for our
veterans
Contact: Bonnie Holt, bjhfeline@yahoo.com

... Continued from Page 15
These are only some of the activities covered
under the American Legion Auxiliary National
Security program. So pick just one item that
intrigues you and give it a try. National Security
can be a daunting program as some of the
things you do can also be considered VA&R or
Community Service. Just remember, to only
report in one spot.
Be sure to read your guide for more details.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to
contact me, Mary Dubay, or any of the committee
members.
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Fall Time is School Time, For Everyone!

Turn the page for all the information on the upcoming Fall Conference. Head
to Muskegon September 21-23. Committees meet on Friday, September 21. All
Legionnaires are invited to attend. Listen in, ask questions and make comments,
and watch your leadership at work. Training sessions are scheduled for Saturday,
the 22nd. The third meeting of the Department Executive Committee takes place
Sunday, September 23. Registration is only $15. Attend one or all of the conference days. Schedule, registration and hotel information is on Page 18.

What is
GNUTS?
GNUTS is a club established to provide an opportunity for communication between those who are elected
or appointed and dedicate selfless and often thankless
hours to adjutants, secretaries or correspondents on a
post, unit, county, district or department level. We welcome the entire legion family who meet the above criteria to come join us at the fall conference, or those who
just like to have plain good fun. Heck…if you’ve written
notes at some point in your life, we’ll take ya! There is
a $5 membership fee to join, however: a card, pin and
drink tickets will be bestowed upon you to endure such
enjoyment. Door prizes are also given out at the end
of a small, yet invigorating, initiation for its new members. There will be no animals or people harmed before, during or after this adventure! After each year the
GNUTS club makes donations to Department children
and youth programs when possible. We look forward to
seeing you on the LST ship in Muskegon at Fall Conference Friday, September 21, from 6-8:30 p.m.

Limited Edition American Legion
Centennial Gun Raffle
The Michigan American Legion Foundation is raffling
off a Kahr Arms 1911 .45 ACP with 24—karat gold and
nickel-plating with an oak display case. The gun is #26
of a certified maximum of 101 firearms produced 100
numbered pistols & one proof. Ticket prices are $20 for
one and $50 for three tickets. Drawing is at the 2019 Department Annual Convention in Kalamazoo. Need not be
present to win.
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T

he American Legion Department of Michigan Fall Conference is scheduled for September
21-23 at the Holiday Inn Muskegon Harbor. The conference, open to all members of The
American Legion, consists of committee meetings (including the Department Executive Committee),
and features training sessions on Saturday, September 22. Fall Meeting is a place to learn more about
the structure and functioning of the Legion, Department, Legion programs, and more. It is also a
great opportunity to meet other Legionnaires from throughout the State of Michigan.
The Only Written

Official Call

American Legion, Department of Michigan
Annual Fall Conference
September 21-23, 2018
Holiday Inn
Muskegon, Michigan
Department Commander Steve Striggow

Purpose: To implement plans for the new American Legion program year and to conduct the

business of the American Legion, Department of Michigan. Department committees (who are
called, see below) will meet to plan and discuss programs for the new year. The Department
Executive Committee will meet to receive reports from the committee chairmen. Awards will
be presented, and schools of instruction will be conducted on a variety of subjects.
The Department Executive Committee, Department Committees, and Chairmen listed below
are officially called to participate in the fall conference. See program book for all specific
locations.
Registrations • Registration fee is $15.00 for all members and guests.
Department Executive Committee meets Friday, September 21, at 4:00 p.m.
Department Committees meet Friday, September 21; meetings begin at 9:00 a.m. See
schedule in the September Legionnaire or at www.michiganlegion.org (available soon)
•

Americanism, Baseball, Boys State, Children & Youth, Education & Scholarship,
Finance/Personnel, Internal Affairs, Legislative, Membership, National Security & Foreign
Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Post Development, Media & Communications,
Reconnect, Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation, Veteran Affairs Volunteer Services/Veteran
Health Volunteer Services, and Veterans Employment & Education.

Schools of instruction will be conducted on Saturday, September 22. See the September MI
Legionnaire and conference brochure for a list of classes.
Department Executive Committee will reconvene on Sunday, September 23, at 9:00 a.m.

Holiday Inn Muskegon Harbor

Ph. 231-722-0100

939 Third Street Muskegon, MI 49440

Fax: 231-722-5118

2018 FALL CONFERENCE
September 21, 22 & 23, 2018
Rates: Single King Room (3 max per room): $99.99

Double Queen Room (5 max per room): $99.99

* Rates are subject to applicable sales and hotel taxes, currently 15%.
All reservations must be made on or before August 27th, 2018 to receive group discount.
Reservations made after this date will be subject to prevailing hotel rate and availability.
Reservation Information
* For reservations please call the hotel at 231-722-0100 and reference American Legion
Conference *
* Hotel cannot guarantee that group rooms will be located near each other
* Check in times is 3:00 pm; Check out time is 11:00 am
* Reservations may be cancelled 24 hours in advance without penalty
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting Registration: Registration badges are required for attendance at all meetings.
SEND $15 REGISTRATION (PER PERSON), MADE PAYABLE TO:
AMERICAN LEGION POST No. 9, INC., PO Box 4186, Muskegon, MI 49444
LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

LEGION/AUXIL/SAL

Number of registrations ____________ x $15 =

POST/UNIT/SQUAD

__________ Total Enclosed

Fall Conference Schedule

Thursday, September 20, 2018
2–5 pm		
Legion Headquarters Office		
Capitol
5–8 pm		Registration			Pre-function Hallway
7–8:30 pm Committee Chairman Training Diplomat
Immed. following
Zone & Dist Cdr Training		
Diplomat
Friday, September 21, 2018
8 am–8 pm
Registration			
Pre-function Hallway
8:30 am–5 pm
Legion Headquarters Office		
Capitol			
8:45 am		
Resolutions Assignment–meet in H/Q office Capitol
9 am–2 pm
Finance/Personnel 			
President
9–10 am		Baseball				Upper Room		
10–11 am		
Children & Youth 			
Ambassador			
		
Education & Scholarship 		
Diplomat
		Reconnect				Upper Restaurant
		Boys State				Trustee
11 am-Noon
Post Development 			
Trustee
		
Veterans Empl & Educ		
Ambassador
		VAVS/VHVS			Diplomat		
Noon–1:30 pm
Lunch break
1:30–2:30 pm
VA & R				
Cabinet
		Internal Affairs 			Governor
		Membership			Diplomat
		Media & Comm			Ambassador
2:30–3:30 pm
Americanism 			
Ambassador
		
Nat Security & Foreign Rel		
Upper Restaurant
		
Perm Time & Place/Resolutions		
Governor
		Legislative				Trustee			
3–5 pm		
SAL Budget Meeting			
Diplomat
3:30–4 pm 3rd Zone Meeting 				
Cabinet
4–5:30 pm D.E.C. Meeting				President/Governor
Immediately following DEC will be the Raffle drawing
6:30–8:30 pm
G.N.U.T.S. 			LST			
Saturday, September 22, 2018
8 am–Noon
Registration			
Pre-function Hallway
8:30 am–4 pm
Legion H/Q Office			
Capitol			
9 am–Noon
SAL DEC Meeting			
Diplomat
11:30 am–12:30 pm PDCs/First Ladies Lunch		
Ambassador
				
Noon–1 pm
Lunch break
Noon
M.A.L.P.A. meeting
1 – 2:30 pm
SAL: Social Media 101-Promoting the Legion Family
______________________________________________________________________
Training – Room 1:				President
9–11 am
How to increase participation and fundraising in
		
Department programs for high school students
			Boys/Girls State		
Youth Law Enforcement Cadet
			Oratorical Contest		Junior Shooting Sports
			Fundraising		Scholarships – Wilson Brewer
11 am–Noon
Learn how to engage the community with Americanism programs
			Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
			
First Responder of the Year
			
Teacher of the Year		
Eagle Scout of the Year
			
Flag Etiquette in schools
Color Guards		
Noon–1 pm
Lunch break
1–3 pm
Post Adjutant Training (minutes/membership cards/record
keeping/ self-quiz/) - MyLegion.org
3–4:30 pm
Media and Communications Training
4:30–6 pm
Dinner
_________________________________________________________________
Training – Room 2:				Governor
9–10 am
Basic Post Finances
10–11 am
Intermediate Post Finances
11 am–Noon
Advanced Post Finance
Noon–1 pm
Lunch break
1–2 pm
Use Post Service Officer to Increase Membership
3–4:30 pm
Post Devel/Mbrship/Renew Retain Recruit
___________________________________________________________________
1–2 pm
Wilwin Lodge Meeting 		
Trustee
11 am–Noon			
Legion Riders Meeting		
Trustee
8 pm		
Reception for Leading Candidate
8 pm		
Social Event – band
					
Sunday, September 23, 2018
9-10:30 am			
D.E.C. Meeting
President/Governor
8:30–10:30 am 			
Legion H/Q Office		
Capitol

* ALL INFORMATION SHOWN IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE *
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Are You the Direct Descendant of a Missing In Action Service Member?

American Legion
Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation

The Defense POW/MIA Accountability Agency Needs Your DNA

On August 2, 55 boxes of possible remains of Missing In
Action service members from the Korean War traveled from
North Korea to South Korea and then on to Hawaii. The boxes
were delivered to the Defense POW/MIA Accountability Agency
for identification. U.S. defense officials have indicated they
have DNA samples for 91 percent of the 5,300 Korean War
MIA. Michigan has 346 unaccounted service members from the
Korean War according to the DPAA.mil website information.
Identification of the fragments in the boxes could take
years to accomplish. However, identification from DNA samples
cannot be complete if DPAA does not have family DNA on file to
compare.
Contact a Military Service Casualty Officer

WIN $5,000!
You Should Have Received Your 2018
Fall Sweepstakes
Don’t miss an opportunity
to win one of six money prizes from the
Michigan American Legion
Fall Sweepstakes.
Prizes range from $500 to $5,000.
If your ticket is drawn and you are
present at the drawing
you will win an extra $100.
Tickets were mailed to Legionnaires
in August.
Tickets are available at
Department Headquarters
and will be available at
Fall Conference
before the drawing on Friday,
September 21.

DPAA is asking all direct descendants of MIA’s from any conflict to file
their DNA if they have not already done so. Contact the appropriate office
to find out how to send DPAA a DNA sample.

O

United States Army: (800) 892-2490
United States Marine Corps: (800) 847-1597
United States Navy: (800) 443-9298
United States Air Force: (800) 531-5501
Department of State: (202) 485-6106
To learn more about the Defense POW/MIA Accountability Agency visit
their website at www.dpaa.mil.

CELEBRATING

OF SERVICE
TO LEGIONNAIRES AND
LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS

DEPARTMENT SPONSORED MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS

The Legionnaire
Insurance Trust
Is Celebrating 50
Years Of Service!
AND
We are now
offering a
ONE AND DONE
solution to our
No-Cost-To-You
LegionCare
Protection
Endorsed by Your Department
of The American Legion

The Facts On LegionCare:
• This coverage is at NO-COST-TO-YOU
• LegionCare is now available to ALL Legion Family
members: Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the
American Legion.
• This coverage has been arranged on your behalf
by Your American Legion Department.
• Regardless of Your Age, health or occupation your
acceptance is GUARANTEED**
And did you know that starting 1/1/2015, anyone
enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as
they maintain their membership in the Legion Family –
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach
will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years.
The LegionCare program will continue to cover you for
$1,000 of AD&D coverage.
If the accidental loss occurs when on official Legion
Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D
coverage.* This has been arranged on your behalf by
Your Department of The American Legion.
As soon as your enrollment is received, LegionCare
will take effect. Your acceptance is guaranteed**, so
enroll today.

For immediate coverage, enroll online at www.TheLIT.com/No-Cost-LegionCare
Complete details of the coverage are contained in accident only Master Policy MZ0933569H0000A/0001A underwritten
by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company Cedar Rapids, IA. This plan is not available in all states.
*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of The Legion Family, with current year’s dues paid, could be eligible for
the $5,000 Accidental Death benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from an official function at which they represent
his/her Post, Squadron, Unit, District, Department, Detachment or National Organization in an official capacity.
**This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage
that meets “minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act. 39893
©2016 AGIA
AT#1441735

WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION
WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE
MEAL TOGETHER

CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION
TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM
(248) 804-8493

ur staff is dedicated to providing
the very best veterans’
advocacy to Michigan Veterans and their Gary Easterling
families.They can assist Director
with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel
in Veterans’ benefits services. We can
assist you and your dependents in getting the Benefits that you have earned
by your service to your country.
Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue
Detroit, MI 48226
Office Phone (313) 964-6640
Fax (313) 964-5697
al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
-------------------------------------

Call the Detroit office for Field
Service Officer Schedule

Visit us www.mivabenefits.org

Skipper Townes for 2019-2020
Department Finance Officer
The American Legion Post 287 Cedar Springs and
5th District Association proudly endorses and support
Skipper Townes for Department Finance Officer, 2019
– 2020.
Skipper Townes earned his eligibility into The
American Legion through his service in the USMC from
06-1980 to 08-1984, Grenada/Lebanon Era. He is a duel
member with 29 years in The American Legion and 34
years in the Sons of The American Legion. He has served
Post 287 in many offices including Post Commander,
Sr. and Jr. Vice Commander, Judge Advocate, Finance
Officer, Executive Board and several Committees. Skipper is active with his 5th
District Association serving as District Commander, Sr. and Jr. Vice Commander and
several Committees.
Skipper has served the Department of Michigan as DMS Membership
Coordinator and several Committees and Chairmanship since 1997. He is a graduate
of National Leadership College and has been on National Committee.
Skipper is married to Melissa (Missy of 19 years), she is a member of Unit 287
and a Past 5th District President. We have 5 children and 10 grandchildren, all are
members of The American Legion Family.
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Around the State...

Sparta American Legion Post
107 sponsored “Strike The Rock”
for a local community Concert in
the Park.
Post 196 Rifle Squad and Legion
Riders welcome players to the Annual
Chief Moguago Veterans Golf Outing
held at the Binder Park Golf Course in
Battle Creek June 6. Union City American Legion Post 196 held a dinner in
April where local posts and veterans
groups presented their budgetary needs to the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the
Potawatomi Veterans Group. Representatives from the 3rd District, Coldwater Post
52, Sherman-Rice-Demorest Post 157 in Quincy, Union City Post 196, Climax-Scotts
Post 465, and Alderman Luce Memorial Home Association Post 259 in Bronson,
along with Athens VFW, Branch County Veterans Affairs Veterans Helping Veterans,
Southwest Michigan Veterans Relief Fund, Legion Riders, and Tribal Veterans are
some of the groups that benefit from the proceeds.

SSG Michael A. Dickinson, II Post 257’s Honor Guard provides Military Honors for four
Civil War Soldiers, providing closure to events that occurred well over 100 years ago.
Military Honors were rendered at Fawn Lake Township Cemetery in Sturgis for Pvt. Levi
Fuller - Co. D, 27th Michigan Infantry; Sgt. John Moore - Co. A, 6th Michigan Infantry;
Pvt. George Detwiler - Co. D, 25th Michigan Infantry; Pvt. John Dennes - Co. B, 1st Michigan Cavalry. We were humbled to participate in such an important part of history.
These Soldiers were previously buried in unmarked graves, and closure was finally given
to them after all these years! The three Honor Guard Members in white shirts are from
our Post, who teamed up with VFW Post 1355. It was a very worthwhile ceremony!

Members of the Frank Wendland Post 253 Honor
Guard present a flag to Officer Joe Francis of the Royal Oak
Police Department to use in their flag folding ceremonies.
The exchange between honor guards took place July 12.
Photo by Steve Parrow

Mikado American Legion Post 254 and the Lincoln Lions have partnered for their
second annual presentation of funds to the Alcona Backpack Program at Alcona
Elementary Schools in April. This money will fund the 2018-19 school year. L-R:
Dan O‘Connor, Superintendent; Jim Hoffman, Norma Tracy, Richard Tracy, all of
the American Legion and Auxiliary; Tim Lee, Alcona Elementary Principal and Rich
Gillies, President of Lincoln Lions.

Members of the Department Executive Committee heard Leading
Candidate for National Commander Brett Reistad speak at the National
Membership Meeting in Indianapolis August 16-18. Training was held
on various aspects of membership, and (right) Past Department Commander Jim Wallace addresses the Michigan members.

