
O
ffi

ci
al

 P
ub

lic
ati

on
 o

f T
he

 A
m

er
ic

an
 L

eg
io

n 
De

pa
rt

m
en

t o
f M

ic
hi

ga
n 

M
ar

ch
 2

01
9

LEGIONNAIREMI
Vol. LXXXVII No. 6       michiganlegion.org                       March 2019

March 15, 1919, Paris, France 
The birTh of The AmericAn Legion

The FirsT caucus oF The aMerican Legion

Commander/President/SAL Commander Testimonial Dinner, pg. 3

A group of twenty officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.) in France in World War I is cred-
ited with planning the Legion.A.E.F. Headquarters asked these officers to suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale. 
One officer, Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., proposed an organization of veterans. In February 1919, this group 
formed a temporary committee and selected several hundred officers who had the confidence and respect of the whole army.

When the first organization meeting took place in Paris in March 15-17, 1919, about 1,000 officers and enlisted men 
attended. The meeting, known as the Paris Caucus, adopted a temporary Constitution and the name The American Legion. 
It also elected an executive committee and named a subcommittee to organize the veterans at home in the US. The Legion 
held a second organizing caucus in St. Louis, Missouri, in May of 1919. It completed the constitution and made plans for a 
permanent organization. It set up temporary headquarters in New York City, New York, and began its relief, employment, 
and Americanism programs.

Congress granted the Legion a national charter in September 1919. The first National Convention, held in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, adopted a permanent constitution and elected officers to head the organization.
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chApLAin

“Don’t Blame God”
Eddie Brown 
State Chaplain      

 Greetings Legion 
Family. March is 
here.  According to 
the Almanac, the 
last day of winter 
is March, 20th.  We 
here in Michigan 
know that’s not 

necessarily true.  It brings to mind a 
line by Charles Dickens, “It was one of 
those March days when the sun shines 
hot, and the wind blows cold:  when 
it is summer in the light and winter 
in the shade.”  I remember before 
when we hid Easter eggs in light snow 
for some of the local kids.  There is 
another interesting saying by Garrison 
Keillor, “March is the month God 
created to show people who don’t drink 
what a hangover is like.”  It may seem 
to us that spring takes its time getting 

here, but it will.  Genesis 8:22 tells us 
that, “As long as the earth endures, 
seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night will 
never cease.”

 One of my favorite holidays 
is St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th.  We 
know that it is a day to celebrate 
our Irish heritage and culture (and 
we’re all are a little Irish that day).  
And celebrate we do.  But, it is also 
a Holy day that commemorates the 
arrival of Christianity in Ireland.  So 
let’s celebrate responsibly but also 
remember to thank God for His 
presence in our lives and His many 
blessings.  

 It may take a little longer than 
we would like, but winter will pass.  
It’s part of God’s natural plan.  Psalm 
74:17 says, “It was You (God) who set 
all the boundaries of the earth; You 
made both summer and winter.”  That 
being said, we shouldn’t blame God 
for bad weather or other bad things 
that happen to us.  I believe in God’s 

creation and His setting into motion 
natural law.  Most of us are familiar 
with the scripture in Matthew that 
says God causes both the sun and the 
rain to fall on the just and the unjust.  
Sometimes when we are suffering, 
we wonder why God would let us go 
through those trying times.  There are 
times when I’ve asked why me Lord?  
But this I know that God is the Creator 
and the Great Physician.  When we 
call on Him, He has promised to be 
with us, to comfort us and to guide 
us.  I know that He can also heal us.  
Whatever we do, instead of blaming 
God we need to praise and thank him 
because as we are told in Ezra 8:22, 
“The gracious hand of our God is on 
everyone who looks to Him...”  So 
invite God into your lives, homes, 
schools, and Posts.  And then trust in 
His love and mercy.

 Until we meet again I will leave 
you with this Irish Blessing, “May your 
troubles be less, and your blessings be 
more, and nothing but happiness come 
through your door.”  God bless you all.

In reference to the New Soo Lock article, 
Jan/Feb 2019 issue, front page.
I am not in disagreement that the 
old locks need to be rebuilt, but they 
are NOT vital to national security. 
Consider:
1. ONE stray missile, bomb, or other 
explosive device, can and would 
damage/destroy BOTH passages.
2. If they are so vital, why did the powers 
that be, allow the Escanaba loading 
facilities, to close, after so many years of 
shipping ore?
3. Every day, day in day out, a 50-carload 
of taconite travels from the mines, along 
with the north shore of Lake Michigan, 

from Gladstone heading east, and comes 
back daily for another load. Could just 
as easily head to Chicago, or where ever.
Let us face facts. The only reason 
that the locks need to be made larger, 
and not just updated, is to satisfy the 
shipping companies desire to have 
larger ships, to carry more ore, with 
fewer employees. It all boils down to the 
shipping companies and $$$ in their 
pockets. The good thing is 
fewer people will go to the 
bottom when Lake Superior 
rears it’s November head. 
Has not happened in a few 
years, but it will, again, and 
again.
As I understand it, the Mac 
bridge pays for itself with 
fees. Does the locks? How 
do you charge? How much 
water is used to lift a ship up 

to Superior? How much water is used to 
lower the ship to Huron? The weight of 
the volume of the lock minus the weight 
of volume used is the weight of the ship. 
I could look those numbers up in my 
60-year-old Handbook of Chemistry; 
but then, why? Both of us are not going 
to solve the problems.
But we can solve one problem. Don’t BS 
a BS’r.

LeTTer To The ediTor
Thou do’st try to blow 
smoke up our tailpipe.
Arthur G. Souter, Legion member
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Annual Convention is ALL ABOUT THE BLUE CAPPERS!!

Resolution 11-2019 Passed at Winter Meeting – 
Authorization of DMS members transfers with a contract

Steve Striggow
State Commander

Ron Runyan 
State Adjutant 

The American 
Legion does not 
work unless YOU, 
the member, work 
to keep the Legion 
strong.  How do 
YOU do that?  How 
can YOU have a 

voice? 

Be a Delegate at the Department 
Annual Convention.

The time has come for Posts to 
determine who will represent them at 
our annual convention in June.  Then 
they tell Districts who they are sending 
to represent the district.

YOU have four opportunities to speak 
up.  As a delegate from your post and 
your district you can talk about change 
at a convention committee of a program.  

Check with your district to find out 
what committee you are being assigned 
too.  You can voice your opinion at your 
district caucus, the zone caucus, and on 
the convention floor.

Why does that matter?  

Did you know that each district should 
be sending at least one delegate to each 
of the different convention committee?  
As a delegate it is their job to listen, 
engage, and vote on any resolutions, 
or motions brought forward to the 
assigned committee.  At the district 
caucus, the other delegates will rely on 
you to report on those resolutions and 
recommend support or opposition to 
the resolution.   The district chairman 
will then recommend at the zone 
caucus the results of the district caucus 
votes.  On the floor of the convention 
the district chair should present the 
votes as casted in the caucus.  

If new business is brought to the 
floor any delegate registered for the 
convention and recognized as a delegate 
of their district may stand and voice 
their opinion on a motion or resolution 
brought forth to the body.

All year the department only allows 
the department executive committee to 
vote on matters.  At the convention, all 
delegates have a voice, and a vote.

With great power comes great 
responsibility, use it wisely.  I recommend 
purchasing the Parliamentary Procedure 
Booklet item # 755.203 from Emblem 
Sales to understand the basics of 
meeting adequate. 

Check on Ron’s article on convention 
delegates to learn more about the 
process and how YOU and YOUR Post 
can make a difference.

See you in Kalamazoo.

RESOLVED, By 
The American Legion, 
Department of 
Michigan, in Annual 
Department Winter 
meeting assembled 
in Flint, Michigan, 
February 15-17, 2019, 
That The American 

Legion, Department of Michigan, approve 
the DMS and Request to Transfer contract 
between Posts and the Department of 
Michigan; which is attached as Addendum 
A; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, The 
Department of Michigan shall retain 
all transfer paperwork for one year as 
mandated by the National organization.

Post Adjutants and Membership 
chairpersons, how would you like those 
Direct Mail Solicited members handled 
when they indicate on their third-year 
renewal they want to transfer into your 
post?  

Right now, when a DMS member 
renews their membership, they receive a 
card with their renewal that asks if they 

would like to transfer into a local post.  
Those that want to, usually indicate a post 
name and number and sign the card when 
they send it back with their renewal dues.

The national office receives the card 
and sends it to the department office.  We 
receive the card and send it to the DMS 
Coordinator, who then sends the card 
to the district commander, who should 
send it on to the post written on the card.  
The post then fills out a Member Data 
Form, signs it and sends it back to the 
department, and on to national.

Resolution 11-2019 allows the post to 
stop the process at the DMS Coordinator.  
If the post signs a DMS membership 
contract form, permitting the DMS 
coordinator to transfer members 
automatically, if they receive a signed 
transfer card then the DMS coordinator 
may transfer the member into the post 
right away.  The department will then 
make you aware of the transfers with the 
information so the post may contact their 
new member.  The post will reserve the 
right to refuse any transfer into their post 
for up to 30 days after the transfer.

Check out michiganlegion.org/
membership to read the full resolution 
and the DMS contract.

PDC Gary Sammons
Past Department Commander Gary 
Sammons (78-79) died January 30, 
outside of his home, in what appears 
to be from the extreme cold tempera-
tures. 
He was the first Vietnam Veteran 
and the youngest Legionnaire to ever 
achieve this high office. (He was 29 
years old). A member of the Ecorse 
Post No. 319 of Ecorse, he earned his 
Legion eligibility by serving with the 
U.S. Marine Corps from 1966-68.

Join Us at the 2019 American Legion       
Department Testimonial Dinner

Saturday, April 13, 2019

Hosted by Thomas-Daniels-Hand Post 443
2080 N. Meridian Rd.

Sanford, MI 48857
RSVP by March 20 to and make checks payable to:

Mae Striggow, 545 Tenny St., Holly, MI 48442-1533

Tickets are $40 per person
includes dinner and two drink tickets

Social Hour begins at 5 p.m. 
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.

We would love to see everyone there.
Department Commander Steve Striggow, 

Department President Deborah Williamson, and 
Detachment Commander Gary LaMunyon



National Commander Bret Reis-
tad is asking all American Legion 
Posts to conduct a “Buddy Check” 
during the week of March 11 - 17. 

The American Legion was built 
on personal connections.  In 1919, there were no cell 
phones, computers, or even a reliable U.S. mail service.   
It was all veteran to veteran communication. 

Maybe we have lost how to connect with our fellow 
veteran because of all the high tech toys available, but 
in our busy lives we have actually failed to make a con-
nection outside of the wired connection in our home.

Yes, membership is declining, but the answer is not 
a hard sales pitch to veterans to join.  It should be our 
actions, programs, and how we treat each other that 
makes a difference.  How do you value the Legion Card 
you hold in your wallet?  

Can we really put a value on the work our Veteran 
Service Officers do helping veterans receive the bene-
fits they have earned?  Ask one of them about the help 
they have given to veterans and their stories can be just 
inspiring.

How much is our fight for the American Flag worth? 
The American Legion, helped write and pass the U.S. 
Flag Code in the 1920’s  and we are still fighting to pro-
tect it from those who would burn it and desecrate it.

Without the efforts of Legionniares of the past and 
still today fight to preserve the benefits given through 
title 35 of the U.S. Code.  Our membership pays Le-
gionnaires to engage Congress on veterans behalf.

What does your post do for the community?  Re-
mind the members who you check on what great 
things your post does.   

Ask them how they are doing, and find out if they 
need help with anything.  Check on your buddies.  We 
did in the service and we should be doing it now.  

While you plan this buddy check, think about doing 
this several times a year, let’s not make this one time 
event blow away like sand in the wind.  Let’s check on 
our members more often and not just during renewal 
time.  Care about them and their well-being.  

You never know what will happen when you call just 
to say hi, you might be the first voice they have heard 
all week and it will make them smile.  For more in-
formation visit :www.legion.org/membership/buddy-
check
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District MeetingsMembership News
BUDDY CHECK!!!!

2019 Membership Goal: 65,439  February 21 Total: 56,567-90.39%

Richard Tracy 
Membership Director  

1st District
Apr 1, 2019 - District Annual Mtg 
Meetings held at Joe Louis Post 375 
in Detroit, and begin at 7 pm 

2nd District
April 27, 2019 - Memorial Service at 
4 pm - Post 324, Rose City
May19, 2019 – Post 315, Brooklyn
SAL at 11 am, Riders at noon, 
Service Officers at 1 pm, Mtgs at 2 
pm

3rd District
Mar 3, 2019 – Post 42, Charlotte
May 5, 2019 – Post 48, Grand Ledge
Executive Board at 11:30 am, Lunch 
at noon, Meeting at 1 pm
Executive Board at 11:30 am, Lunch 
at noon, Meetings at 1 pm

4th District
March 3, 2019 – Post 345, Borda
May 5, 2019 – Post 45, Hastings
Lunch at 12:30 pm, Meeting at 2 pm
Lunch at 12:30 pm, Mtgs at 2 pm

5th District
March 14, 2019 - Post 6, Holland
May 9, 2019 - Elections, Post 28, 
Grand Haven 
July 11, 2019 - TBD 
Meetings at 7 pm
E-Board Meetings 7 pm, Post 154, 
Wyoming 
Apr 11, Jun 13 

6th District
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 419, Pinckney
May 5, 2019 - Post 64, Flint
Lunch at noon, Meetings at 1 pm

7th District
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 566, Memphis
May 19, 2019 – Post 449, 
Marysville
June 2019 – at Depart. Convention
8th District
Mar 3, 2019 - Post 380, Carson City
May 5, 2019 - Post 452, Stanton 
Service Officer School at noon, 
Lunch at 1 pm, Meeting or 
Commanders Call at 3 pm

9th District
Mar 9, 2019 - Post 397, Holton
May 11, 2019 - Post 219, Fife Lake
Exe Bd noon, Lnch 1 pm, Mtg 2 pm
All mtgs joint w/SAL and Auxiliary
Auxiliary meets in separate room 
with membership after lunch 

10th District
Mar 2, 2019 - Post 18, Bay City
May 5, 2019 - Post 239, Linwood
Lunch at noon, Meeting at 1 pm,
Memorial service in May

11th District & 12th District
See UP Association 

UP Association Meetings
June 14-15, Post 146, Menominee

16th District
Mar 12, 2019 - Post 217, Wyandotte
Apr 9, 2019 - Post 426, Trenton*
May 14, 2019 - Post 67, Lincoln Park, 
Dual/Memorial Service/Elections
June 12, 2019 - Post 396, Garden City
Meetings at 7:30 pm
*Service Officer School 6:30 pm

17th District
Mar 20, 2019 - Post 390, Detroit
May 15, 2019 - Post 32, Livonia
Jun 19, 2019 - Post 147, Northville

18th District
Mar 10, 2019 - Post 346, Farmington 
Apr 28, 2019, Memorial Service - 
             Post 172, Rochester
May 19, 2019, Election - Post 143,
             Auburn Hills
Jun 9, 2019 - Post 253, Royal Oak 
All meetings on Sunday at 2 pm

19th District
Mar 10, 2019 Post 201, Atlanta
RSVP - 989-785-8043
Member training at 10:30 am, Social 
hour 11 am – noon, Lunch at noon, 
Meeting at 1 pm

Submit District Meeting dates 
and information to info@
MichiganLegion.org. 

NEWS FROM THE 
U.P. ASSOCIATION
Do you have a Legion member that is deserv-
ing of recognition for longtime American Le-
gion service in your Post?  

If so, please contact Carl Morrison for information 
on nominating that person for U.P. Legionnaire of 
the Year.  You can contact Carl at (906) 360-7076 for 
particulars.  The Legionnaire of the Year for 2018 was 
awarded to Gary Lane of Stambaugh Post #21 at the 
U.P. Summer Convention in Iron Mountain.  The 
Committee is looking for potential awardees at the 
Summer Convention.

Legislative Dinner

The 2019 annual UPAALP Legislative Dinner will be 
held at Post #50 in Iron Mountain on Saturday, April 
27th, 2019.

Tips for a successful buddy check

1.  Gather a team.

2.  Find members information at 
www.mylegion.org.  Go back several years.

3.  Divide the calls among the team

4.  Start calling.

5.  Keep track of your calls and the results, 
so you know who you may need to follow up 
with or visit.

6.  Thank them for their membership.

7.  Be ready with payment information if 
they wish to renew their dues.

8.  Leave your contact information.
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Americanism is just as important today, as in the past.
Are you soft-pedaling 
your Americanism? Are 
you letting the strident 
voices of dissidents and 
detractors cause you to 
forget your heritage?

This past month has 
brought us the inspiration 
of the birthdays of two 
great Americans. They 

lived in challenging days, when America was 
struggling for life as an independent nation and 
when it was being tested to see if the nation could 
endure. 

We too are living in challenging days, when 
changing conditions are testing our ability to go 

forward without losing the qualities that have 
made America great. 

Our American Legion Auxiliary has a tradition of 
patriotic service, now as perhaps never before, our 
efforts are needed. Freedom is never permanently 
secured; it must always be defended anew, it’s 
preservation demands faith and sacrifice.

Let’s further and perpetuate a one hundred 
percent Americanism. Be proud! Be patriotic. Be 
true Americans!

As you read this, the UP tour will have been 
completed. Many visits were made to Districts 
and Units, special events and time in the office. 
A big thanks are due to everyone for the many 
courtesies and hospitality extended. 

Chaplain’s Corner
By Marcy Jorae, Department Chaplain

Those members who have attended my leadership 
workshops or other presentations that I have 
given, know that I like to use visual effects such 
as PowerPoint and video clips.   I am constantly 
searching for and saving “pearls of wisdom” that 
I come across on Facebook, or in books and 
magazine articles.  The following is an anonymous 
quote I recently came across that I find appropriate 
to share: 

 Always be kind.

 If you see someone falling behind, walk 
beside them.

 If someone is being ignored, find a way to 
include them.

 If someone has been knocked down, lift 
them up.

 Always remind people of their worth.

 Be who you needed when you were going 
through tough times.

 Just one small act of kindness could mean 
the world to someone.

What a lovely reminder of how we should all go 
about our day to day lives.  And wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if we saw more stories in the “news” 
that exemplify these actions, rather than so much 
of what we hear in today’s world?

It is easy in today’s fast-paced world to rush from 
task to task, place to place – IF you can do so.  
For those not able to keep up the pace, it can be 
lonely to be left behind.  Often, their struggles go 
unnoticed or else become a nuisance for those 
who can navigate a much quicker pace.  If you see 
someone falling behind, walk beside them.

When you are part of a gathering, do you see people 
sitting alone and not engaging with anyone?  No 
one welcomes them, converses with them or asks 
them to join in with the others.  Perhaps if we 
converse with them just a bit and find out a little 
about them, we can encourage them to be more 
comfortable in the group.  If someone is being 
ignored, find a way to include them. 

The obvious vision that comes to mind when you 
say someone is “knocked down,” is the physical 
aspect.  However, if we go to a meeting and we 
see someone ridiculed because the group feels 
their ideas are not worthy of consideration – or 
– if others in the group ridicule them for the way 

they dress or their actions, it can lead to feelings 
of despair and unworthiness.  If someone has been 
knocked down, lift them up.

Everyone has something to contribute.  Perhaps 
the current project is not their forte, but reach 
out to them to find ways that they can contribute 
their skills in other ways. Praise for their efforts 
will make people feel value in themselves.  Always 
remind people of their worth.

Think back to times that you were down – when 
you were experiencing difficulties.  Were you able 
to recover on your own, or did you need help from 
those who care about you?  Be who you needed 
when you were going through tough times.

We have all heard stories about someone taking 
the time to help another who is less fortunate, be 
it a homeless person, an out-of-work member 
of our society, or someone battling depression 
and contemplating suicide.  Having the help of 
another human being, stranger or not could be 
the turning point to a better life for them.  Just 
one small act of kindness could mean the world to 
someone.   

That is what our country and what our world 
needs more of in these difficult times.  Always be 
kind.     

Photos are be-
ing collected for 
a memory book 
which will give 
our President, 
Deborah, some-
thing to look 

through once her year in office has ended.

Very few photos have been received, so if 
you have photos you can email to me, I would 
appreciate having them along with a brief de-
scription of the event, dates and location.  

Send as soon as possible to: 
tafismom@chartermi.net

Thank You!  Bonnie Schuitema



The Mighty 5th District
Rosemary Maciejewski 5th District President 

This year the “The Mighty 5th” District has to take a hard look at some traditions 
that have been exclusive vs. inclusive. The first tradition the Fall Conference “the school so 
learning,” we felt that there were many ladies that were unable to attend or have the oppor-
tunity to continue their education in our programs. So we put together an Informational 
Expo hosting all of the programs that are available in the Auxiliary. 13 Units and 1 Post 
participated in the planning and the execution of this program. The day was filled with 
friendship, information, and planning for next year. Save the date of October 19, 2019.

 The other tradition having many Auxiliary ladies “on the outside looking in” is the 
wearing of the white dress for Memorial services. Many ladies are honored when they can 
present the rose for someone they have lost, in this program. But many are left out and 
unable to have this honor for various reasons mostly physical. The ladies that have scars, 
varicose veins, wear braces, psoriasis and wearing a long dress impedes their ability to walk 
or just don’t own a dress. So to include them in the Memorial services, we are investigating 
the option to allow white dress trouser pants, this is very specific and maintains the dignity 
of the program. It has been observed that the National Presidents have been arriving and 
participating at the Fall Conference, Winter Meeting and Convention wearing business 
suits or business casual slacks. 

“The Mighty 5th” District truly believes “We’ll make it work” and it’s important to be 
inclusive, not exclusive when we participate in our programs. So we challenged everyone, 
see if you can’t make a tradition inclusive, not exclusive. 
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6Th District Foundation and Inspiration 
toward the future
Pat Lozano, 6Th District President 

Our future depends on today’s inspiration and foundation. 

The 6Th District is reinforcing our foundation by adding a Code of Ethics, Whistleblower, 
Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality Policies. We are also modernizing. Without displacing 
the benefits appreciated by our established members, we are seeking benefits appreciated by our 
future members. We are investigating new ways of communicating including fresh social media 
platforms and remote meeting platforms.

To create an environment of inspiration, we strive to remind our members we are all “soul 
sisters.” We have varied personalities which need to be utilized to enable us to fulfill the goal 
we all share. Although beneficial it is not necessary to enjoy the personality of a sister. But it 
is critical to R-E-S-P-E-C-T that sisters have opinions and ways of serving our mutual goals, 
though by methods and means that differ from our own.  6Th District has also set a means 
of sharing resources. When one unit is having a craft/garage/or another event, other units 
join by sponsoring a table providing both units with income and fulfilled goals. We also share 
equipment and volunteers, all promoted on our 6Th District Facebook. Sharing creates an 
inspired environment of sisterhood.

To inspire the veterans, we support we have chosen the 2019 VA National Creative Arts 
Festival as my presidential project. I encourage each unit to not only fund this project but also 
to set up a team of volunteers to assist.

After reinforcing our foundation and creating an environment of inspiration, next is growing 
by providing benefits that welcome our younger veteran’s families. Maybe add to our halls and 
clubrooms additional facilities such as exercise programs, childcare, health bars, or computer/
IT areas. Let’s leverage our strong foundation and inspiring environment to improve the service 
we are providing to all our veteran families.

Greetings from the 3rd District
Clara A. Webb, District President

Greetings from the 3rd District.  I was honored to be installed as 3rd District President, at the 
2018 Department Convention in Kalamazoo.

When I joined the Auxiliary, it was under my husband, as I didn’t have anyone in my family 
that had served.  It was then that I realized we should never lose sight of WHY we joined.  
Honor that Veteran who gave you eligibility.  Our Veterans never lose sight of WHY you 
joined.  

We continue to work on improving attendance at our District meetings because attendance 
comes with communication.  I have been e-mailing all Units and other Auxiliary members, 
about where and when of the meetings, while many don’t like to attend, this is where we share 
ideas on working our programs, as well as supporting our Veterans.  

As the 3rd District President, my Special Project is the Wilwin Lodge.  I am pleased to 
say that Past District President Barb Miller from my Unit 48, is the Auxiliary member on 
their Board.  Our 3rd District Commander, Duane Miller, from Post 48 and other Volunteers 
around the state, have worked all summer getting new housing, sidewalks, and other things 
done. This is an excellent place for Veterans to take their families.  Relax, rest and recover.

The District voted not to have a meeting in January as we are always experiencing bad 
weather.  But true to form, this is Michigan, and Mother Nature placed the joke on us and had 
the last laugh on us.  Therefore there is not much to report. 

Yours in Service

2018-2019 Mid-Year Report Community 
Service
Kim Frazier, Chairman

In Michigan this year we are participating with the Legion on their blood donor program. 
Many units are also working on various other projects Such as Livonia unit 32 helps to support 
their local soup kitchen, makes lap robes for the local nursing home, at Thanksgiving they made 
baskets for the needy in the community and at Christmas adopted a veteran and his family. At 
Thanksgiving Taylor, Unit 200 along with their Post and SAL put on a Thanksgiving Dinner 
and brought the Veterans from the John Dingell VA Hospital and the homeless vets from the 
Detroit shelter to their post for the meal. Melvindale Unit 472 along with their Post and Sal 
went down to the Michigan Veterans Foundation Shelter in Detroit and cooked and served a 
Christmas dinner for the homeless Veterans housed at the shelter. Dearborn Unit 364 helped 
with the setup and takedown of the moving Vietnam Memorial Wall and collecting Toys for 
Tots. Cedar Springs Unit 287 held a Thanksgiving Dinner for the Veterans and their families. 
They served 120 people that day. Dearborn Heights Unit 232 helped a family n need after their 
apartment burnt down in a huge fire and along with the Post and SAL offered Goodfellow’s 
papers and collected Toys for Tots. Several Units in our upper peninsula banded together to 
donate lap robes to several senior housing communities. 

Our committee put on a question and answer session at the Department of Michigan’s Fall 
Conference and have had two articles in the Auxiliaire so far this year and another article in 
the works for our March edition. I look forward to seeing what else our Units accomplish with 
the rest of this year.

IT ALL STARTED AT AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY GIRLS STATE!
Pamela Lajewski-Pearson

A high school junior arrives at The American Legion Post to be interviewed in hopes of 
becoming a delegate to ALA Girls State. She is nervous, shy and quiet but determined. She is 
selected to attend! Her family is cooperative and supportive of her goals and drops her off at 
Michigan State University.  They seem more nervous to leave their daughter for a week than the 
daughter is to attend the session.  The first few days she is finding her way and interacting with 
other girls from around the state.  By Wednesday, the dining hall is full of laughter and noise 
in general.  Lifetime friends are being made. She is learning more about how our government 
works than she ever knew before. She decides to run for office. She is growing in confidence by 
the minute. She attends her parties’ convention and speaks of issues with passion. Her political 
party now has a platform which she has helped to form.  She returns home very tired but fulfilled.  
She later attends an event of the American Legion Auxiliary that sponsored her to report about 
her experience at ALA Girls State.  Some of the Unit members wonder, is this the same girl we 
sent to Lansing?  She is so full of confidence, poise, and knowledge. It has been a transformation.

Do you think this does not happen?  It most certainly does happen, and it happens every year 
at ALA Girls State.  These girls do indeed return home changed.  Whatever other experiences 
they have in life, they will always tell you it all started with ALA Girls State. Please take the time 
to support this Auxiliary program in any way you can. Our country is becoming more and more 
politically divided by the day, and we need our youth to understand and participate in running 
our country.
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
My Comrade’s Caddy

Editors Notes March
Sandy Lipman, PDC 1998-99, Editor, Public Relations & Media Chair, and 
National CWF Committeeman

GaryLaMunyon
SAL Commander

Have You Paid Your Dues?
Carvin Chapman – Detachment Membership Chairman

Don’t let your benefits or support 
of veterans lapse! Each member 
has access to many benefits in-
cluding the National Emergency 
fund if a natural disaster should 
occur.  However, your dues have 
to be current at the National 
Organization.  Remember your 
dues also help support Squad-
ron Programs, the Child Welfare 
Foundation, National Emergency 
Fund, Operation Comfort War-
riors, Fisher House and many 

more.
Without your support we cannot continue to support the great 
programs of the American Legion Family.
The power of your dues is in the programs we support.

So much has 
h a p p e n e d 
since our last 
meeting it is 
hard to decide 
what to share 
with you 
first.  It was 
a wonderful 

Christmas Holiday Season having 
the opportunity to visit some V.A. 
hospitals and retirement centers 
hosting gift shops for Veterans.  If you 
ever get the chance to do this for sure 
do not pass it up.  It will make you 
proud of our Legion Family.

As of this writing, I have just returned 
from the U.P. Tour.  I have never been 
treated so well in my life and that is not 
because I am Gary LaMunyon, after 
all, most of them don’t know me at all, 
but it is because our Legion Family 
has a deep appreciation for the work 
that the Sons of the American Legion 
do and the people in the U.P. are very 
kind, caring folks.  It was truly an 
honor to represent you, and I cannot 
thank Bill Germain and his Comrades 
enough for their hospitality. (P.S. I 
love my Smokey Kromer.  If you don’t 
know what a Smokey Kromer is, go to 
the U.P., they will gladly tell you.)

By the time you read this, Spring will 
be just around the corner, although 
you would never know that by looking 
out my window now in late January.  
You know what spring means, soon 
we will hear the crack of the bat, or 
“ping” of an aluminum bat because 
it is time for Baseball.  The Directors 

of American Legion Baseball have 
been kind enough to invite me to 
some of their winter meetings.  This 

has given me a real inside look at 
how this program is run.  I can now 
tell you first hand that these men 
do an extraordinary job with the 
resources they have available.  These 
players are young men on the verge 
of gaining their independence and 
learning about teamwork, respect for 
authority, respect for their opponent, 
sportsmanship, and many other 
things including respect for America.  
They learn that they should respect 
our flag not because they are ordered 
to, but because millions of Veterans 
sacrificed for our country and that 
flag has earned their respect.  Did you 
know that over 51% of Major League 
ballplayers played Legion Baseball?  
Did you know that Michigan has 
only about 1% of all of the Legion 
Baseball teams nationwide? Yes! 
This is a shameless attempt for you 
to consider helping to support this 
outstanding program when you 
consider how to donate your funds.  
Legion Baseball addresses two of the 
four pillars, Children and Youth and 
Americanism.  Please help me help 
them.

I sure hope you made it to the 
Winter Conference in Flint.  If you 
did not, please join me for our State 
Convention in Stevensville the first 
weekend in June.  I know Ron Wyatt 
and his trusty crew are working hard 
to make sure that it is a memorable 
event.

Yours for God & Country,

As always Kim and I would like to wish all the best for the New Year, may it be 
filled with health and prosperity! I must say 2018 was a year of many ups and 
downs.

I have been in this organization for 36 years and have met many memorable 
people. We recently lost a man who I am honored to say was my friend, gone too 
soon is Past Commander Dan Wall 1999-2000. Many of you knew him as Santa 
Claus at the Legion Villa Xmas parties. Dan and Alan were the original editors 
of our newsletter and a visionary of how public relations would run in the future.  
Dan and I traveled the state and the country together his smile and thoughts were 
loved by all, the first Commander to have an animal theme was Dan, the Beaver 
club I still have my card, do you?

I want to thank the past Commanders, Squadrons and many Legion Family 
members for helping us raise funds to cover the expenses of his funeral, etc. my 
and our friend you will be missed!

I also want to congratulate the Squadrons, Districts, and Detachment for their 
donations to the CWF fund of $7,702 so far and the NEF of $6350 so far. Please 
continue to support these two programs of the American Legion as well as all 
others, Hug a Veteran and say thank you, for we would not be here if not for 
them, Stay Warm!!!

Great time on 
the U.P. Tour 
with Legion 
Family and 
dignitaries.

Remember our website address:  sons.michiganlegion.org
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1st Zone Commander Report
Greg Price, Vice Commander

We just held our annual 16th District Americanism Banquet.  Those in attendance 
of this sold-out event had the opportunity to chitchat with the Department and 
Detachment Commanders, as well as the Department Auxiliary President and 
Honorary Jr. Auxiliary President who were guest speakers that spoke about 
Americanism.  A special Thank You to everyone who turned out to support this 
very important program of the American Legion.

Membership is something that is very important in maintaining our strength to 
help the American Legion to continue to move forward in supporting the programs 
that are very important to Veterans, their families, and to the communities that we 
live in.  With the help of Detachment Membership Chairman Carvin Chapman, 
He and I will continue to contact Squadrons in the 1st and 16th districts to see what 
we can do to help them increase the number of renewals from their membership 
roster. 

I will be attending our 2019 Winter Meeting in Flint on February 16th to discuss 
new and existing programs that will help to strengthen our support for the Four 
Pillars for which the American Legion was founded.  I will keep you posted.

4th Zone Commander Report
John Brown, Vice Commander

Let us all take a moment to reflect our prayers to the families who have 
lost a loved one in 2018.  Please include those who were ill this past year in 
wishing them a speedy recovery.  

The 4th Zone is doing a great job in getting dues monies into the detachment.  
Great job Commanders!  We are getting new members, and this is great in 
our support for our veterans.

I have stated, in past articles, that the “Sons” need our members to become 
more active in our squadron’s activities.  We all lead busy lives, jobs, and 
families, the things that must come first in our lives.  SAL members, please 
try to spare some of your precious time in supporting your squadron.  
Attend meetings, volunteer for events and projects that your squadron is 
planning.  These events help to raise funds that in turn, help support the 
Legion programs.  We, the “Sons” will always support our veterans and also 
the communities in which we live.  Please, we need more of our members to 
become more involved, we need our younger members to take on leadership 
roles in your squadrons.  We also need this in our districts and detachment 
levels.  The more that we get actively involved, then the better we as “Sons,” 
can support our veterans

Please feel free to contact me with your concerns. Email: johnbrwn421@aol.
com, Phone: (734)634-7733

5th Zone Commander Report
Bill Germain, Vice Commander

The 5th Zone Legion Family was present at the U.P. State Fair, that had a 
record-setting attendance.

A big Thanks you to the Legion, SAL and Auxiliary for their generous 
donations.  If not for them it would not be possible.

Thank you to all the posts that volunteered their time.  Shifts were 4 hours 
long starting at 11:00 am to 10:00 pm.  Some posts took the 4 hours and 
some the whole day.

Wendy Sexton 11th District Commander sent out letters to all the U.P. 
Posts asking them to take a shift with a Legion, SAL and Auxiliary person 
if possible.  Information was handed out on the Legion Programs such as 
Wilwin, Trooper Program, Boy s and Girls State along with applications for 
membership.  Many attendees had questions about the Legion programs.  
There are a lot of people who don’t know what the Legion is or what it stands 
for.  The fair is a good way to get that information out to them.

Thanks to all that helped make this possible.

Attention all S A L members my name is Mike Holley
I am a member of Squadron 141 in Howell, for 23 years. I am running for 
detachment commander 2019-2020. 
I have held most squadron offices. On the detachment level, I have been a Historian, 
3rd Zone Commander and currently Boys State, Law Enforcement Chairman for 
19 years.
I am eligible through my dad Earl, who was in Korean War Conflict. Even though 
he passed away 18 years ago. I still honor him. My family had been in legion and 
aux. for years. Mom has 62 years in aux, brother 40 + in the Legion and two sisters 
both 50 plus years in the aux.
I hope to see every one of you in Stevensville June 7,8, and 9 for the state convention.

Missing In America Project
18 Forgotten Veterans Remains Finally Laid to Rest
Greg Price, Chairman
These Veterans were among 300 cremated remains that had accumulated for 
more than two decades until they were uncovered, along with decomposing 
bodies, in April 2018 during a state regulatory inspection.
It was a ceremonial end for the men, whose cremated remains were hidden 
away in the basement of the now-shuttered Cantrell Funeral Home in Detroit.  
In November these 18 servicemen were finally laid to rest at the Great Lakes 
National Cemetery in Holly with Full Military Honors.
Department Commander Steve Striggow and I had the honor of being present 
at their memorial ceremony.
In January 2019 Mark Sutton sent an email to Gary Easterling and me about a 
funeral home in Grand Rapids that needed help determining the veteran status 
of deceased remains. 
I contacted Phil Smith and Stephen Fletcher who are American Legion 
members of Post #364 in Dearborn, and the Dearborn Allied War Veterans 
Council.  Stephen is also the Michigan State Coordinator for the Missing In 
American Project.  We have worked together to help locate, identify, and help 
to inter many Forgotten Veterans cremains.
I am happy to say that when I spoke with Phil Smith, and our teamwork was 
instrumental in getting the needed information needed.  This Forgotten Veteran 
will be interned at a later date with the full military honors that was promised 
to him for serving this great country.
Thank you to all of you that make a difference in the fate of these Forgotten 
Veterans.  May we continue with our journey.
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By Ronald Runyan

Non-compliance with the 10-day 
delegate/alternate information 
requirement below will negate a post’s 
vote at Department Convention

VOTING STRENGTH IS 
DETERMINED BY MEMBERSHIP 
TOTAL’S AS OF MAY 2018 (last year’s 
membership number)

10 Day’s Prior to the Opening of 
Department Convention

Each Post Adjutant must send the 
completed Post Delegate Form, which 
will be mailed to each Post Adjutant’s 
home address in May, into Department 
Headquarters by 5:00 p.m., Tuesday 
June 18th, 2019. Once department 
receives the signed post delegate 
form, department will designate the 
appropriate number of post delegates 
to each Post. The form must include 
each person’s membership number, full 
name, mailing address, and be signed 
by either the Post Commander or 
Adjutant. Forms can be emailed, mailed 
or faxed to 517-371-2401, Attn: Kim, 
or emailed to her attention only at this 
email address: kim@michiganlegion.
org. A form will not be accepted at any 
other department email address nor 
accepted if it lacks the Post Commander 
or Adjutant Signature. There is NO FEE 
to submit delegate list.

Delegate Determination formula:

15-25 members  1 delegate
26-75 members  2 delegates
76-125 members  3 delegates
126-175 members 4 delegates
176-225 members  5 delegates
226-275 members  6 delegates
276-325 members  7 delegates
326-375 members  8 delegates
376-425 members  9 delegates

Credentials — Delegates will receive an 
identification ribbon upon registering 
with the Convention Corporation 
on-site. Alternates will only receive a 
delegate ribbon if properly promoted to 
Delegate in Legion office.

Election of Vice Commanders — 
Article VI, Section 3 (a) - Elective 
Department Officers shall be chosen 
annually at the Department Convention 
by a roll call vote of the Districts of the 
Department, with the exception of 
Five Vice-Commanders, who shall be 
chosen at the “Zone” Caucuses by the 

Districts making up the “Zone” which 
that individual Vice Commander is 
to represent. Each Vice Commander 
so chosen must be and shall remain a 
member of a Post within his respective 
Zone.

Article IV Delegates

Section 4

(j) In addition to the newly elected Post 
Commander, each Post shall select one 
Delegate for each 50 paid-up members, 
or major fraction thereof, to rep-resent 
such Post at the annual Convention. 
Each Post shall select an al-ternate for 
each Delegate chosen. The Delegates 
and Alternates shall be chosen by each 
Post from among its own members 
in good standing. The names of all 
Delegates and Alternates shall be 
certified to the Department Adjutant at 
least 10 days before the opening date of 
the annual Convention.

Article V Administration

Section 1. Department Convention 

a. The annual meeting of The American 
Legion, Department of Michigan shall 
be a Convention, called pursuant 
to the provisions of the By-Laws of 
the Department. The Department 
Convention shall be held at a time 
and place to be fixed by vote of the 
Convention, at a minimum of two 
years in advance, or in case the 
preceding Convention does not fix a 
suitable time and place, these shall be 
fixed by the Department Executive 
Committee. Notice shall be given of 
the Annual Department Convention 
by the Department Adjutant to all 
Posts of the Department of the time 
and place of the Convention, which 
notice shall be entitled “Call of the 
Annual Convention”, and which 
shall be published electronically on 
the Department website at least 60 
days prior to said Convention and be 
published in paper form in a spring 
edition of the Michigan Legionnaire. 
There shall be no other official notice 
of the Department Convention. 
(Amended July 20, 1975; July 21, 1984; 
June 21, 2003, June 21, 2008)

b. Powers The annual Convention 
shall have all of the Administrative, 
Legislative and Judicial powers of the 
Department.

c. Delegates Representation in 

the annual Convention shall be by 
Delegates and Alternates, duly elected 
by Posts of the Department and, in 
addition thereto, the Past Department 
Commanders and the members of the 
Department Executive Committee, 
with the exception of the Department 
Adjutant. Each of the above Delegates 
shall be entitled to one vote. Each 
Post having 15 (fifteen) or more 
paid-up members at the Department 
Headquarters 30 (thirty) days prior to 
the opening date of the PRIOR YEAR’S 
Convention shall have representation 
at the annual Convention on the basis 
of one Delegate for such Post, who 
shall be the newly elected Commander 
and one additional Delegate for each 
50 (fifty) members or major fraction 
thereof. Newly formed Legion Posts 
that have been chartered after the last 
Department Convention will have their 
delegate strength determined thirty (30) 
days prior to the next convention. Each 
Post represented at the Department 
Convention is entitled to cast the voting 
strength of its Post, provided all annual 
The American Legion, Department of 
Michigan Constitution and Bylaws Up-
dated as of the end of 2018 Convention 
dues and debts to the District of which 
it is a part and the Department are paid. 
(Amended July 17, 1976; July 21, 1984; 
July 13, 1986, June 25, 2011, June 30, 
2012) 

d. Rules The Annual Convention shall 
make its own rules of procedure, but in 
the absence of such action, the rules shall 
be the same as prescribed by “Robert’s 
Rules of Order”. The Convention 
shall organize, form its committees, 
and transact all of the business of the 
Department, which shall properly 
come before it for action. A majority 
vote shall be required upon all matters, 
unless otherwise specifically provided. 
Votes shall be recorded by Districts 
on all matters wherein a roll call shall 
be taken. Each District shall cast its 
vote in the manner to be provided by 
the rules of the convention, but no 
Delegate shall be prevented by any rule 
from casting his vote as he so desires. 
Alternates may be seated with Delegates 
at the Department Convention. The 
Annual Convention shall authorize 
the appointment of such standing 
committees of this Department as it 
deems proper. (Amended July 19, 1964; 
July 21, 1984)

e. Quorum A quorum shall exist at the 
Annual Department Convention when 
a majority of the Department officers 
and 15% of the Posts of the Department 

are either fully or partially represented. 
(Amended June 19, 2010, June 26, 2016)

f. The Department Executive Committee 
shall provide a Uniform Code of 
Procedure for the orderly organization 
and operation of Department 
Conventions with continuing power 
of revision and said Code shall 
be applicable at all Department 
Conventions un-less it is amended, 
suspended, or repealed by majority vote 
of the total authorized representation at 
a Department Convention. (Amended 
July 15, 1995)

Article VI Department & Post Officers

Section 3.

(a) Department Officers Elective 
Department Officers shall be chosen 
annually at the Department Convention 
by a roll call vote of the Districts of the 
Department, with the exception of 
Five Vice-Commanders, who shall be 
chosen at the “Zone” Caucuses by the 
Districts making up the “Zone” which 
that individual Vice Commander is 
to represent. Each Vice Commander 
so chosen must be and shall remain a 
member of a Post within his respective 
Zone. (Amended July 1964; July 21, 
1984; July 21, 1985; July 17, 1993; July 
19, 1997)

(b). The Department Convention 
shall also elect one National Executive 
Committee-man and one Alternate 
Committeeman to represent the 
Department on the National Executive 
Committee, who shall hold office for 
a term of office as prescribed by the 
National Constitution and By-Laws.

(c) - Each District shall elect its 
District Commander by vote of the 
Delegates representing Posts in the said 
District in attendance at the Annual 
Department Convention and prior to 
the adjournment thereof or else at a 
regular District Meeting to be held not 
less than fifteen (15) days nor more 
than sixty (60) days prior to the Annual 
Department Convention. Alternates 
shall be chosen at the same time and 
place as the District Commanders.

Learn how to  prorate votes 
on page 19.

CONVENTION VOTING REQUIREMENTS
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2019 Winter Meeting Flint
We celebrated, listened, and gathered 
as comrades.

We remembered.

We honored.

We gave.

Genessee County Convention Corp. gives $10,000 
to Wilwin

$27, 500 to Fisher 
House of Michigan 
from Legion Family



Honoring Friends of the American 
Legion
Pictured below: Department Commander Striggow 
presented State Senator Mike Kowall and his chief of 
staff Lynn O’brien a Legislators Excellence Award with 

Department Legislative Chairman Tim Poxson.  
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American Legion Honors Veterans on Pearl Harbor Day 
by Jody McVeigh, editor, Groose Pointe News

For the sixth year, Grosse Pointe 
American Legion Post 303 hosted a 
ceremony in recognition of Pearl Har-
bor Day.

More than 90 people — including 45 
American Legion members — attend-
ed the Dec. 9 event, which traditional-
ly takes place the first Sunday after the 
anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day, Dec. 
7, 1941.

Post 303 Commander Dan McCrary, 
a Vietnam War veteran and Grosse 
Pointe Park resident, said of the post’s 
160 members, 17 served during World 
War II. Seven of them attended the 
Dec. 9 event, as did two World War II 
veteran guests and — for the first time 
— members of the Detroit Chapter of 
the Tuskegee Airmen.

“A real highlight was having the Tus-
kegee Airmen there,” McCrary said. 
“I thought it would be nice to honor 
them.”

Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson, a P51 
pilot from the famous Red Tail Squad-
ron attended, as did Detroit Chapter 
President Miguel Thornton.

“Something I really appreciate with 
the Tuskegee Airmen was their inte-
gration,” McCrary said. “Even though 
they were segre¬gated, they were so 
well-respected by the bombardiers. 
They were requested as escorts ... and 
they never lost a plane. They real-
ly were the leaders in integrating the 
military units due to their courageous 
actions.”

As part of the celebration, the song 
“Remember Pearl Harbor” was played, 
as was a medley of military anthems. 
Veterans of each branch stood while 
the anthem of their corps played.

Additionally, plaques were distrib-
uted to World War II veterans in atten-
dance.

The event also was attended by two 
Korean War veterans, as well as Col. 
George Pettigrew, director of the Ju-
nior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
in Detroit, and Richard Chatman, the 
first black state com-mander of the 
American Legion.

The event also included a cake cer-
emony.

“Traditionally, we have the youngest 
veteran serve the oldest veteran,”

McCrary said.
This year, Persian Gulf and War on 

Terror veteran Timothy Robinson 
served cake to World War II veteran 
Jack Manko.

“We always have an opening prayer 
and closing prayer,” McCrary said. 
“And at each event, we recognize the 
POW/ MIA flag. We have an empty 
chair with a flag draped over it and I 
read (a statement) in recognition of all 
POWs and MIAs who are still missing 
in action and unaccounted for.”

The ceremony ended with the play-
ing of taps.

“Each year we hold this event, there 
are fewer and fewer participants,” 
McCrary said, adding he started re-
cruiting younger 
members to build 
post numbers.

“We’re slowly 
dying off,” he said. 
“The post was 
big after World 
War II. It was all 
World War II vet-
erans. Then Viet-
nam came along, 
but not too many Vietnam veterans 
participate in any organizations. I’m a 
Vietnam veteran. We’re all in our early 
80s or 70s. I started recruiting and, in 
doing

so, diversifying the post.
“We’re a service organization,” he 

continued. “We like to recognize and 
support our World War II veter-
ans and, most of all, the memory 
of World War II. It was like a piece 
of history attending the event. The 
camaraderie, you could feel it and 
see it, with the veterans all talking 
to one another.”

McCrary said it’s an honor to 
recognize “The Greatest Genera-
tion,” whose numbers are dwin-
dling.

“We’re losing these guys right 

and left. That’s the sad story,” he said. 
“Every day the memories of World 
War II disappear due to the aging pro-
cess.

The men and women are now in 
their late 80s and 90s. Jack Manko, the 
oldest veteran attending the event, is 
100 years old. They are dying quickly 
and according to the U.S. Department 
of Veteran Affairs, 496,777 of the 16 
million Americans who served in 
World War II are alive in 2018. Our 
post has lost over eight veterans in the 
last two years.

“Like many of the non-World War 
II veterans, we were raised with an 
appreciation for ‘The Greatest Genera-
tion,’” he continued. “My father was 20 
years old when

Pearl Harbor was attacked and he 
signed up the very next day for the 
Army in a small town in Iowa. He end-
ed up in the Army Air Corps as a bom-
bardier in the South Pacific. I also have 
a son-in-law, Capt. Theo Moran, who 
is a pilot instructor at Vance Air Force 
Base in Enid, Okla., and has partici-
pated in several tours in the Afghan-
istan and Iraq wars as a re-fueler pilot. 
So, I have a sincere appreciation for 
not only World War II veterans, but all 
veterans who protect and defend our 
freedom and liberty.”
Photos by Renee Landuyt

Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove 
Hosts winter camp for Scouts.

Troops from Zeeland, Allendale, Hart and Lud-
ington, enjoyed great food and fun in a challenging 
cold weather enviroment with daytime temperatures 
in the teens and nighttime temperatures around 
zero.  

Winter Camp is a great time with proper training 
and high spirits.  We teach proper cutting, shelter, 
first aid, and plenty of techniques to cooking food.

The enviroment on the Wilwin property is great 
for this scouting training.  Thank you for supporting 
scouting.
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American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated 
to providing the very 
best veterans’ advocacy 
to Michigan Veterans 
and their families.They 
can assist with Claims 

Preparation, Presentation and 
appeal counsel in Veterans’ ben-
efits services. Assist you and your 
Dependents in getting the Bene-
fits that you have earned by your 
service to your country. 

American Legion Veterans Affairs 
and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule

Visit us on Facebook at: www.
facebook.com/MichiganVAR

Veteran Services News

Gary Easterling
Director

Welcome the New Director of the 
Fort Custer National Cememtery
Christopher Morris was named Director of Fort 
Custer National Cemetery effective October 14, 
2018. He is responsible for all administrative, main-
tenance, and burial operations at the facility.

Prior to this position, Mr. Morris served as Assis-
tant Director of Quantico National Cemetery from 
August 2017.

He is a 2017 graduate of the National Cemetery 
Administration’s (NCA) comprehensive year-long 
Cemetery Director Intern Program.

Mr. Morris began his career with NCA as a Program Support Assistant with the 
Louisiana National Cemetery in 2015. In this position he also served veterans and 
their families at both Baton Rouge and Port Hudson National cemeteries.

Mr. Morris was responsible for the management of the cemetery’s budget and ad-
ministrative operations that included overseeing eligibility, scheduling and facili-
tating committal services. He was also the organization’s Veterans Outreach Man-
ager and Minority Veterans Program Coordinator (MVPC).

Before joining the NCA, he served in the U.S. Air Force. His assignments included 
bases in Ohio, Texas, Alabama, Korea, Hawaii and Louisiana. His final assignment 
was at Louisiana State University, Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps, where 
he served as an Aerospace Studies Instructor/Senior Enlisted Advisor. Mr. Morris 
taught the introduction to air power, advanced skills, leadership and management 
to more than 200 cadets. He received several Personnel Manager of the Year awards 
during his career.

Mr. Morris earned a Bachelor of Science in Human Resource Management from 
Park University and an associates in Human Resource Management from the 
Community College of the Air Force.

The Marine Corps League, 
Department of Michigan 
Veteran Service Office 
Closed.

Do you have a VA Claim with a Pow-
er of Attorney with the Marine Corps 
League?  

Due to funding issues the office was 
forced to close operations in late De-
cember.  

You may transfer your POA to an-
other VSO with a VA Form 21-22.  The 
American Legion would be honored to 
represent you in your claim process.

Don’t Face the VA Alone!

Fort Custer National 
Cemetery Seeks 

Volunteers to serve on 
Honor Guards

Help ensure our Nation’s fallen 
heroes receive the respect and hon-
or they deserve by providing a full 

military honors upon request from the family at the committal service.
Fort Custer Narional Cemetery is recruiting volunteers to serve on 

the Honor Guard to render military honors for Veterans.  Military Hon-
ors are conducted Monday through Friday at the ceremony, including 
rifle volleys, taps, and folding and presentation of the flag.  Honor Guard 
members are provided uniforms and specialized training to serve on one 
of five squads.  Members need to be available from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
their day of service.  Volunteers are needed any weekday.  Military expe-
rience is preferred but not manadatory.

For more information or other volunteer opportunities contact:
Battle Creek VA Medical Center, Community and volunteer service at 

(269) 223-5497

Michigan Department 
of Corrections seeks to 

fill 700 Positons
Military Veterans are encouraged 

to apply
LANSING - The Michigan Depart-

ment of Corrections is the recipient of 
the Pro Patria Award for the depart-
ment’s efforts to support employees 
serving in the National Guard and Re-
serves.

The award is presented annually by 
the Department of Defense’s Employ-
er Support of the Guard and Reserve 
(ESGR) program to one small, one large 
and one public sector employer in each 
state that demonstrates their dedication 
to employees in the Armed Forces.

Almost 2,000 of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections’ 13,000 employees 
are military veterans. There are 31 em-
ployees who are currently deployed.

“The ESGR Pro Patria Award was 
created to publicly recognize the 
most exceptional employers in each 
state, like the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections, who provide 
extraordinary patriotic support and 
cooperation to their employees,” 
Bauman said. “Guard and Reserve 
member employees, who like the 
citizen warriors before them, have 
answered their nation’s call to serve. 
Supportive employers like the Mich-
igan Department of Corrections are 
critical to maintaining the strength 
and readiness of the nation’s Guard 
and Reserve units.”

The Department of Corrections is 
also a Silver Level Michigan Veter-
ans Affairs Agency Employer.

If you are interested in applying for 
or you know a military veteran look-
ing for work visit:

www.michigan.gov/mdocjobs

There are many career opportunities 
provided within the DOC, contact 
them to start a possible career in the 

DOC today.
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3rd Zone Commander Report
Randy Jackson, Vice Commander

Remember the Polar Vortex? I’m not looking forward to a repeat any time soon. 
The people that study this sort of thing say that our memories tend to block or 
“fuzz out” the painful things in life, after time. I hope this is the case. SO LONG 
WINTER, HELLO SPRING. (my apologies to all of the winter sports enthusiasts 
out there, sled on.)
This year has been a rollercoaster ride, as far as membership goes. The 3rd  zone 
started strong. But, we tend to coast a little during the holidays. At least I know 
that I do. Remember that our Squadron membership determines our delegate 
strength for voting at our Detachment Convention in June.
I hope to see you there this year. I have met so many friends, and made quite a 
few new ones, at events like this. You will find too. I’m looking forward to more 
of the same in June. It’s the connections that we maintain that make this such a 
strong organization. Everyone is pulling together to put on functions or increase 
the public awareness of all of the good things that we do for our Veterans, Service 
Personnel and their families. We can’t forget that there are also families still 
recovering from the government shutdown. Helping out is just part of what we do. 
I’m proud to be part of that.

Honoring Michigan Son of the Year
Joyce Fisher

Today was a beautiful day. It 
was also a very special day. 
One hundred eighteen friends, 
family, veterans, sons and aux-
iliary members gathered to 
honor Bob Beck who was se-
lected by the State Sons of the 
American Legion as Son of the 
Year. 

Attending the Sons of the 
American Legion Apprecia-
tion BBQ like any other son, it 
wasn’t until Rep. Joe Hune be-
gan to read the nameless nom-
ination letter, things became 
clearer. Beck turned to his wife 
with an accusatory look, and 

when he saw her tears of pride, he knew. Everyone had been in on the secret 
but him.

After a standing ovation for Beck, Mike Holley, American Legion Sons rep-
resentative, stepped to the microphone and presented Beck with the honors 
plaque engraved with “Michigan Son of the Year”. Rep. Hank Vaupel and Sen. 
Joe Hune attended and presented a Proclamation from the Governor also 
signed by Vaupel, Hune, and Theis.

A 27-year member of the Sons of the Legion, he serves proudly, honoring the 
service of his brother, father and in memory of his grandfather, step-father, and 
step-brother.

He has served in every capacity and has held every office in his squadron at the 
Howell Post 141. Whether volunteering to build a handicap ramp, cutting and 
delivering a few cords of wood to someone without heat Bob did it without 
complant.  Driving someone to a doctor’s appointment, shoveling a walkway, 
offering his chain saw to remove a fallen tree, attending to a sump pump in a 
flooded basement, painting a ceiling, refinishing a floor, this gentleman has a 
unique talent of seeing someone in need and stepping up to help out.

Thank you for your dedication to our veterans and our community.

Honoring Dual-Members

Picture Caption: Left to right- Gladstone August Mattson Squad #71 Dual Members and 
Vietnam Veterans Ron Chouinard and Dave Wilson. Son’s John Pickard, Tony Sustarich, George 
Macheweski, and Commander Bill Germain.

The Gladstone August Mattson Son’s of the American Legion Squadron #71 
recently honored two Vietnam Veterans who are also dual members in the 
American Legion. The event was held along with other veterans groups of 
Delta County as they commemorated Veterans Day. Each dual member of the 
Squadron receives a Dual Member Pin for their hat and a special thank you letter 
for their support of the Son’s.

August Mattson Squadron #71 Gives to 
the community

Left to Right Three 
members in the front are 
Gary Gray, Representing 
the Food Pantry Mary 
Knoch handing the 
check is Commander Bill 
Germain. Two members 
in the second roll are 
John Pickard (Left) and 
George Maciejewski 
(right). Two members 
in the back are   Tony 
Sustarich (left) and Don 
Couillard (right)

The August Mattson Squadron #71 of the Sons of the American Legion in 
Gladstone, made a $200 donation to the Gladstone St. Vincent DE Paul Food 
Pantry, Squadron Commander Bill Germain, “Our group during a meeting was 
looking for a great way to give back to the community  and thought this was an 
opportunity to help the pantry with the needs of their hope to re-stock the shelves. 
The funds were generated through the Son’s Coratian Chicken Dinners.

Legislative Report February 2019 Newsletter Article
Greg Price, Legislative Chair
I was at our 16th District Banquet, and one of the guest speakers, Gary Tanner, 
spoke about possible legislation that would make all money donated to a veterans 
hospital be earmarked to go directly into a fund that would go to benefit the needs 
of veterans that are patients  in those hospitals, instead of going into the General 
Fund and spent on General Administration costs. 
By the time of this printing I will have gone to Washington for the American Legion 
Washington Conference along with Detachment Commander Gary LaMunyon, 
V.A. & R. Chairman Fred Ruttofsky, and Rodney Tobert.  We would have been to 
Arlington Cemetery, watched the Changing of the Guard, and watched Commander 
LaMunyon lay a wreath for Michigan at a National Memorial.  Any information 
that we gather from those on The Hill we will enjoy sharing with you.
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Legion Summer Programs Start to Gear Up
Mike Holley, SAL Boys State Chairman

It’s that time of the year, to be looking for your student for Boys State and Youth 
Career Law Enforcement. Hopefully, someone in your squadron is working 
with your post or district to find these young gentlemen. As a member of the 
Boys State committee and Student Trooper committee. I as well as the others on 
the committee can visit any place in the state if you need help. 

 Boys State will be at Grand Valley University in Allendale. Cost of the program 
is $375.00. Deadline for signing up is May 27 but will take late registrations. 
Dates are June 16-22 2019; the student has to be a high school junior going into 
his senior year. Please get out there start looking and help us get our to number 
300, plus. 

Youth Career Law Enforcement  is a place a young man or woman can learn 
about law enforcement. The student must be in the 10, 11, or 12 grade, carry 
a good GPA and be physically fit. They learn hands-on training, shooting 
guns, underwater rescue, crash site investigation, and more in the week-long 
program. The camp is held at the Michigan State Police Academy headquarters 
in Lansing.  Dates are July 14-19, the deadline for signing up is May 20th and 
cost is $390.00. There are also four scholarships that awarded that week.

Please spread the word, let’s keep these programs growing and show the Legion 
that the  Sons are here to help. 

American Legion Post 50 Color Guard and 
Friends make donation to the Oscar G. Johnson 
VA Medical Center

Lift Chairs Donated to VA 
Medical Center.  Residents 
in the Community 
Living Center at the 
Oscar G. Johnson VA 
Medical Center “got a 
lift” from local service 
organizations when two 
new lift chair recliners 
were donated.   The chairs 
will be in the Veteran 
rooms for use by Veterans 
with mobility challenges 

and to aid in resident comfort.  The donor organizations have a goal to donate over 
30 more chairs to provide one for every Veteran’s room.  

In the photo at above: members of the 
American Legion Post 50 Color Guard 
and Long Riders from the Tribute Ride 
are pictured with one of the two donated 
chairs.  Members include front kneeling 
Greg Blahnik, Leah Karkela and John 
Armitage, middle row, standing, Chief 
Voluntary Service Katie Maxon and 
Tina Massicotte, and back row standing, 
Robert Massicotte, Lori Massicotte, Bill 
Massicotte, Scott Visintainer, George 
Olson, Crystal Occhietti and Mitch 
Leinen.  In the photo at right, members of 
the Sons of the American Legion, Dennis 
Larson (far left) and Steve Podgornik (far 
right) are pictured with VA staff, Kim Nelson (center left) Assistant Nurse Manager 
in the Community Living Center and Katie Maxon (center right) Chief Voluntary 
Service.  

Welcome to the Squadron Family!
(Left)The Read-Osborne Post 531 
in Copemish received their char-
ter for their Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 531.  Detachment 
Zone Commander John Brown 
presented Jesus Guerra, Squadron 
531 Commander their charter.

(Right)The SSG Michael 
A. Dickinson, II Post 257 
family in Battle Creek, 
gathered and signed 
their charter application.   
Detachment Command-
er Gary LaMunyon and 
2nd District Historian 
Roy Willen were present 
for this exciting day.

18th District Association presented flags to the 
Crescent Academy Charter School
Sandy Lipman, Public and Media Relations

SOUTHFIELD - What do the 
Sons of The American Legion 18th 
District Association and Crescent 
Academy Charter schools have in 
common? The love of Children 
and Youth, Americanism and the 
American Flag!

The Dave Kays Memorial Flag 
fund is committed to putting 
American Flags in every 
classroom of our schools to date 
we have put in over a thousand. 
On Tuesday, January 15th, 2019 
Randy Jackson, Dave Mennel and Sandy Lipman presented to Dr. Cherise Monet 
Cupidore Superintendent and the board of directors as well as teachers 39 2x3 
classroom flags and one 5x7 outdoor flag as well as holders to hang them. All of 
our flags are American Made!

The funding for this project was provided by our members.  We are asking for help 
in continuing this program, as the cost of flags continues to rise! 

Crescent Academy Charter schools opened in 2004, and one of their principal 
goals and I quote is “to help students develop habits of the mind that will enable 
them to assume responsibility  for their life-long continued learning and instill in 
students  the value and worth of their educational future.”

It was indeed a pleasure for the members of the 18th District Son’s to present the 
flags and our program to the people of Crescent Charter Academy, and we will 
continue to spread the word of Americanism and Support for our Veterans and 
their families, For further information you can contact Randy Jackson at (248) 
890-6396 or Dave Mennel at (810) 343-9494 or (810) 796-9844. Don’t forget to 
Hug and thank a Veteran!
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OSCAR G. JOHNSON VA HEALTHCARE 
REPORT
Barb Larson-- VAMC Representative

Hello again--- Winter has come, and Spring is on its way. We do weekly 
Bingos and sometimes at night, every Tuesday afternoon and Friday and 
Saturday afternoon, with eight different organizations participating. The 
help was greatly appreciated, but more units could get involved. If your unit 
has any interest, email me at blsuzie@gmail.com.

Our Carnival was held in August with 14 organizations participating. A 
picnic was held at the U.P. Veterans War Memorial Park the later part of 
August, and the veterans greatly enjoy it. The veterans also enjoy fishing 
trips and a view of fall colors. The Christmas Gift Shop was held December 
4th in the Dining room. Units are given a list to follow who are assigned to 
the Iron Mountain Hospital; monetary donations are also accepted. Help is 
appreciated from all the units that help even from Wisconsin our bordering 
state.

My special project for this year is a lift chair for every veteran who resides 
at our Community Living Center. The cost is $ 1500 each. It was brought 
to my attention by the daughter of a veteran whose father was living there 
and could not get out of a chair. She took it upon herself to get funding 
from organizations to get him a chair. NOW, it is hers and my objective to 
get these chairs. We also have another unit that has donated monies for a 
dolphin bed. With the help of others, the total amount was raised and is in 
the process of being purchased for veterans to use.

The Auxiliaries also help with volunteering in parts of the hospital. A deputy 
is in the process of being appointed.

In closing, thank you for letting me be the representative of Oscar Johnson 
Medical Center, and thank you to all the units and individuals that help. 
Thanks again.

D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans
By Wanda Westman, Hospital Representative

American Legion Auxiliary members 
volunteer over 2,500 hours every year to assist our 
residents.  Currently, we have 191 residents, 170 men, 
and 21 women.  We work hard in the hope that our 
Auxiliary programs serve them all.  We are looking 
for donations for my special project--Activities & 
Entertainment, which covers all the programs that 
we get involved in.  My priority is to improve the 
resident’s lives, making them more comfortable and 
fulfilled.  The Jacobetti Home has created a homelike 
setting with an assigned activity and nursing staff.  
It creates a continuity of care.  We host a weekly 
bingo party every Monday afternoon, sponsored 
by a rotation of four Auxiliary units.  Thank you to 
Marquette # 44, Greenwood #114, Little Lake #349 
and Rock #559.  We are looking for units to help 
sponsor the fourth Monday of the month at the 
cost of $85-$100 monthly.   Thank you to Ironwood 
#5, Gladstone #71, Menominee #146 and Perkins 
#540 for sponsoring the bingo parties on the fourth 
Monday in the past year.  Next, we assist in the 
library with magazine subscriptions costing $500-
$600 annually.  The magazines are updated weekly; 
we request that donated magazines be current issues.   
Otherwise, contributions to magazine subscriptions 
are always appreciated.   We also accept puzzle books 
and 300-pc and 500-pc jigsaw puzzles.  We also 
maintain the greeting card rack, which is given free 
of charge to residents.    We need more men’s birthday 
cards, sympathy cards and special holiday cards such 
as Valentine, Easter, Halloween and Thanksgiving 
cards.  No Christmas cards are needed at this time. 

Monthly activities for January include 
the VFC holiday party and the Mid-Winter tour.   
February includes the Four Chaplains Service and 
Post Everlasting hosted by Post #44 Marquette and 
the VFC Valentine’s party.   March brings playing 
blackjack at the VFC Vegas Days and April brings the 

annual volunteer banquet and the VFC spring fling.   
May has the Member’s Creative Art Show/Sale, the 
Mother’s Day party and Memorial Day ceremony.   In 
June, our American Legion Junior Auxiliary donated 
tray favors and was invited to plant flowers around 
the Home.  We are grateful to one family, who has 
participated for 17 years.  Even though their family 
has grown, they still come to help to do their part 
to serve veterans.  You all bring joy to our residents.  
We celebrate Father’s Day with a card for each male 
resident and $2.00 gift in their account.   These are 
donated by the U.P. Auxiliary units.   In July, we 
help with the annual Fish Fry and the old car show.    
August brings the annual carnival and a trip to the 
U. P. State Fair.   Summer months also include many 
outings and picnics that we help with.   September 
has the POW/MIA Ceremony.   October brings the 
Tailgate party and the Halloween party.   November 
celebrates Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving.
  Our biggest program of the year is the 
Christmas Gift Shop, which took place on December 
6th & 7th.   The  U. P. units and volunteers work 
hard for months to make Christmas special at the 
Jacobetti Home.   During Gift Shop, our residents get 
to choose something for themselves and something 
for their family members, up to five gifts total.   Then 
the presents are gift wrapped and delivered.   We 
appreciate the U. P. Units that donate the gifts and 
the many volunteers who put in such long hours 
shopping and assisting the residents at the gift shop 
to choose their presents, the gift wrapping and all 
the organization to make this program work.   In all, 
we give approximately 900 gifts to our residents at 
a value of about $15,000.  We are so grateful to the 
units of the UPAA District and to other units around 
the state that support this worthwhile program.  
This program helps to maintain the dignity of our 
residents.   If a son or daughter bring them a gift, our 
resident can say “I have one for you too.”   It helps 
make them proud, and we get to be a part of that.  
Pretty cool, hey.   I have received letters from wives 
who say that their husbands have not been able to 

shop for ten years and to see the look on his face as 
he handed her a gift was priceless.  The pride and love 
shows in their faces.  The residents are so grateful 
for this program, and I wanted to share just a few of 
their stories. 

Thank you so much to the units who 
participate in our Adopt-a-Vet program.  It offers a 
little “TLC” to those members who have no family 
nearby or need a little boost in funds.   Your unit 
can participate by visiting, sending cards especially 
on their birthday or putting $$ in their account.   
You do not have to do it all, but your assistance lets 
our residents know that they are not forgotten.   If 
your unit is interested in adopting a Vet, please 
contact me.   I will send info on the resident, such 
as birthday, a branch of service and favorite sports 
team.   Every two months, we have an outing to the 
American Legion Post # 114 Greenwood for lunch 
& bingo. Also, our residents are invited to American 
Legion Post # 44 Marquette and American Legion 
Post # 349 Little Lake once a year.

 It takes all the volunteers working together 
to make all our programs work.   Now, I challenge all 
the Auxiliary members to reach out to your Legion 
and Son’s of the Legion members to help in our 
programs here at the Jacobetti Home for Veterans.   
Branching out to include our Legion family can only 
make programs stronger and better able to serve the 
residents.   My thanks go out to my deputies—Diana 
Peterson of Unit # 44 Marquette, Lois Juchemich of 
Unit #114 Greenwood and Sheri Richard of Unit # 
349 Little Lake, who are so caring and give so much 
of your time and heart.  With your help, we have 
made the residents lives richer.  I think the staff at 
the Jacobetti Home is fantastic along with all the 
volunteers, too.   The quality of care our residents 
receive really makes the Jacobetti Home a special 
place to live.   I am so grateful to our resident 
veterans.   I want to sincerely thank you for your 
service, sacrifice, friendship and the freedoms we 
enjoy today. Together, we serve these veterans “From 
Sea to Shining Sea.”
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Education Committee Mid-Year 
Report 
Carol Burke, Chairman

The information contained in the mid-year reports from 
8th District and various social media postings were used 
to compile this report.  Unfortunately, these 8th District 
only received data from 16 Units.  Seeking to encourage a 
higher level of mid-year reporting involvement, I included 
in our Department Plan of Action, a reporting form. This 
form requested short, quick answers in 6 areas and was a 1st 
attempt at a new approach of obtaining this data.  The areas 
and the data collected are as follows.

Give Ten to Education:  2,084 items were donated with 
$2,413 being reported, I am certain that these numbers 
are a mere fraction of the actual items donated.  Unit 
268, Ypsilanti Juniors, met the first time this past summer 
and their second activity was to deliver school supplies 
to Erickson Elementary.  A photo is enclosed.  Unit 179, 
Grandville helped support Jensen Public Schools by 
placing stickers in 408 Dictionaries.  The Dictionaries were 
purchased by the American Legion, Legion Riders, and Sons 
of the American Legion and supplied all third graders with 
a dictionary.  A photo is included.  Unit 422 reported that 
they donate books and supplies in a Christmas backpack, in 
partnership with a community service organization.  Unit 
550. Onsted, assisted local cheerleaders with purchasing 
new uniforms via a can drive. At the Onsted Back to School 
Picnic this same Unit, not only promoted the Legion Family 
but handed-out spiral notebooks and pencils.  

Veterans in the Community Schools.:  5 of the 15 Units 
reported participating in this program. Unit 419, Pinckney, 

has for the past ten conservative years as well as Unit 158, 
Clio. Both units hosted Flag folding education and Unit 
122, Wolverine, assisted with a Veteran Breakfast for 5th 
graders at Wolverine Elementary School.  And very actively 
involved in their Post‘s Veterans Day Student Educational 
Program was Unit 179, Grandville.  Auxiliary members gave 
presentations including Flag retirement, WWII W.A.V.E.S, 
and USMC SSgt Reckless Korean War horse.  This program 
was attended by 300 students and photos are included.

Support of Student Veterans: 2nd District reported that they 
are in the 3rd year offering four scholarships/year to student 
veterans.  Auxiliary members have organized and solicited 
the assistance of the District Legion and SAL members to 
hold an annual golf outing to procure these scholarship 
funds. Thus far of the seven scholarship recipients, proudly 
three of them were female veterans. 

American Education Week and Teacher Appreciation 
Week: District 19 reported that teachers are mailed both 
appreciation cards in the fall, and Christmas cards.   Unit 
550, Onsted members helped spruce-up the teacher’s lounge.  
Many Units donated books to their schools for American 
Education week and Unit 200, Taylor, donated $500 to the 
Department of Michigan in support of Education Week.  
Unit 422, Hale, annually bestows a Teacher of the Year 
award.

Unit Scholarships: 50% of the reporting Units offer a high 
school scholarship. Ida, Unit 514 for the first time offer the 
Red, White and Blue Scholarship which commemorates the 
service of their deceased members. 

At the Department of Michigan Level: Michigan offers 
three Scholarships.    

Memorial Scholarship- Awarded to female descendants of 
Legion eligible veterans who are attending Michigan school.

Department of Michigan Non-Traditional -descendants 
of veterans who are returning to school after a break or 
starting college and are over 22

Medical Career Scholarship  Awarded to female descendants 
of Legion eligible veterans who are attending Michigan 
school and entering a medical field. 

The 2019 Department and National Scholarship application 
were distributed to the Units at the Fall Conference, 
September 2018 and are available on the Department 
website.  Additionally, the District President was encouraged 
to share a link which was also posted on various Auxiliary 
social media sites throughout the State.

I extend my congratulations, to all the Units of the 
Department of Michigan on their excellent Education 
programs. I do wish that a greater percentage of the District/
Units would have filed a mid-year report. I am anticipating 
many scholarship applications and year-end essays and 
reports. 

It is my goal as the Committee Chairman to increase both 
participation and reporting. At our Department’s Fall 
Conference, I presented ideas and websites not included in 
Nationals or prior Department Plans of Action.  My purpose 
was to inspire individual members to create new education-
related activities.  From my 3-year tenure, as a District 
President, I witnessed overwhelmed Unit Presidents and 
uninformed but eager unit members.  If I can help improve 
communication and inspire the members at large, the 
objectives of the Education program can be met, and the 
program will thrive.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY GIRLS 
STATE SPONSORS
ALA Girls State has made a few changes to the delegate 
registration process for 2019. This article provides you with 
a step-by-step guide of our reservation, application, and 
registration processes! The full document is also available 
on our ALA Girls State page at www.michalaux.org, click 
on Girls State.

Once the ALA Department office receives your reservation 
form and sponsorship fee, you will be assigned a reservation 
number for each delegate you are sponsoring. For each paid 
reservation, you will receive (1) A Delegate Letter; (2) a 
Girls State Checklist for your Delegate and (3) an Alternate 
Letter and Alternate Registration Form. 

Sponsors are responsible for getting the delegate letter 
and checklist to their delegate(s), either directly, or as an 
alternative, to the school counselor who can help with the 
registration process. 

If the sponsor contact information has not already been 
completed by ALA Department staff, please make sure you 
complete it before giving it to your delegate. Double check 
the information to make sure it is correct, so your delegates 
know who to contact if they have questions. They will 
need this information to register with CampDoc and for 
thanking you after their ALA Girls State experience!  Make 
sure you keep a record of your reservation numbers, and 
the name of the delegate it is assigned to.  Those numbers 
are important when you need to fill a spot with an alternate!

The letter will inform them that they have been selected 
to attend ALA Girls State and provides them with their 
reservation number. They cannot register with CampDoc 
without a sponsor name and that reservation number.  

The letter also contains complete instructions and a link 
to complete the mandatory on-line registration with 
CampDoc at their cost of $25. This fee covers the cost of 
their registration and guarantees them a t-shirt, backpack 
and pre-pays their “City Tax” of $7.00 (Previously collected 
at Girls State by their city counselor for city decorations, a 
pizza night and birthday parties.)  

The CHECKLIST is a summary of the what they need to 
bring to ALA Girls State, what to wear, where to go, and the 
link to our ALA Girls State page on Department’s website 
where they can find a copy of the government manual, the 
Orientation schedule, and other useful information. Please 
encourage them to attend one of those Orientations.  There 
is an Orientation PowerPoint Presentation in case they are 
not able to attend a live presentation. 

Please stress the importance of reviewing the materials as 
soon as they receive it, not two days before ALA Girls State. 
The earlier they receive this information, the better prepared 
they will be! They can apply for the Samsung Scholarship 
online as soon as they are selected and registered. Give 
them ample time to complete the application and obtain the 
necessary signatures and documents to qualify!   

Sponsors are encouraged to find Alternates for each paid 
Delegate and are responsible for getting the alternate letter 
and registration form to their alternate(s), either directly, 
or through their school counselor. Their letter will give 
them notice to remain prepared to attend; they could be 
called as late as the week before the session begins.  Make 
sure you tell your alternates to plan on attending, and not 
to make other plans! STAY IN TOUCH WITH THEM – 
KEEP THEM INTERESTED! Encourage them to attend 
an orientation and check out the Department’s ALA Girls 
State webpage as soon as they receive their letter.  They can 
read the government manual, the checklist and other useful 
information to be better prepared when called to attend.

Sponsors are required to complete their alternate’s 
registration form with the sponsor’s contact information 
and make sure it includes the reservation number linked 
to a paid delegate. Want to increase their chance to attend 
ALA Girls State? Make sure you mail the registration form 
and their delegate application to Beryl Robbins, 14683 
Shenandoah, Riverview, MI 48193, or email the forms 
to berylrobbins@comcast.net.  Remember, the first 20 
alternate applications Beryl receives will be sent a delegate 
letter with the news they are attending ALA Girls State and 
will be notified who their new sponsor will be at a later date.

IMPORTANT THINGS TO NOTE:  

Alternates CANNOT register with CampDoc until 
they receive a delegate letter from Beryl with their new 
registration number! Do not provide them with the link to 
CampDoc.

The ALA Girls State delegate will be responsible for 
registering on-line with CampDoc, using the information 
contained in their Delegate letter. PLEASE MAKE SURE 
THEY GET THE LETTER AND CHECKLIST, it is not yours 
to keep!  There is a $25 Registration Fee that the delegates 
are responsible for paying at the time of their registration 
with CampDoc. If the sponsor wishes to cover the $25 
registration fee, DO NOT send this $25, or additional 
funds for t-shirts to Department with your reservation 
money, your options are:  (1) Provide your delegate(s) 
with a pre-paid credit card or cash; (2) Reimburse the 
delegate(s) directly once they have registered; or (3) Present 
the delegate(s) with the reimbursement as a gift when they 
attend one of your meetings to give their report on their 
ALA Girls State experience.   

Questions?  Contact Beryl Robbins at 313.318.6845 or 
berylrobbins@comcast.net.
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Michigan American Legion Boys State
The Time to Recruit is Now....
Jerry Kelley, Chairman

2019 Winter Sweepstakes Winners 
Flint Holiday Inn, February 19
Congratulations!

You’ve done a good job.  
You’ve served America during 
the times when freedom and 
liberty were threatened. You’ve 
served when the bulwarks of 
defense needed to be fortified 
to preserve peace. You were 
there. But America needs you still. Your American 
Legion Department supports worthwhile national 
and local community causes.  It looks after your 
interests by championing your case in Congress. 
It supports your efforts to get involved in the 
running of America. It offers affordable insurance 
to over 1,700,000 Legionnaires nationwide. 
You’re entitled to the best for what you’ve done 
for your country. Renew your Legion membership 
promptly when you receive your dues notice, and 
you can activate your No-Cost-To-You Accidental 

Death Insurance Offer when it’s 
mailed to you in August. 
Remember to pay your dues 
early. That way you can activate 
your No-Cost insurance at 
www.TheLIT.com. 
The Legionnaire Insurance 
Trust continues to serve your 
country by uniting us together 

for the benefit of one and all. We’re inspired 
by the community of veterans still serving in 
America. For over 50 years, the Legionnaire 
Insurance Trust has been delivering peace of mind 
and financial support for veterans, their families, 
and the Departments of The American Legion. 
We craft benefit programs that help veterans 
protect what they value most.

A good soldier
never quits.

45835      ©2018 AGIA

Endorsed by Your 
Department of the 
American Legion

At this time your Post and SAL should be working at recruiting 
delegates for Boys State. As I talk to our committee members and the 
District Boys State Chairs, there is great enthusiasm and excitement 
as we head to Boys State 2019.

Excitement is brewing in Big Rapids as they are into their 5th year of promoting and 
funding delegates to both Boys and Girls State. Grand Haven is also well on its way to 
another exciting year of sponsoring a record number of delegates. Many other Posts are 
working hard to see that eleventh-grade students can go to Boys State. Is your Post or 
SAL one of them?

If your Post or SAL has not been sponsoring delegates to Boys State, now is the time. We 
have help available through our committee members and District Committee Chairs. 
They are ready, willing, able and available to help your Post and SAL.

We have expanded the number of cities at Boys State, so more delegates get the 
opportunity to serve in an elected position. Therefore, we need your Post and SAL to 
help us fill the 500+ available spaces at Michigan Boys State.

As we get closer to Boys State we still have challenges to be met:

1. Having Legion and SAL volunteers to help at Boys State. No experience is 
necessary, just a desire to help. We will train you.

2. Increasing the number of delegates attending Boys State. If you have a delegate 
and no money, we will find the money. If you have money but no delegate, we 
will find a delegate. 

We need each Post and SAL to help provide the Boys State experience to as many young 
men as possible. They will return to your community as a leader and a knowledgeable 
citizen. 

Wilwin at Cygnet Cove Update
Seeks applications for manager/caretaker
Wilwin is still looking for a new caretaker 
to manage the facilities.  This will be a paid 
position.  Currently, the Board is looking at 
restructuring the job position to make it a 
management-oriented job rather than what 
the current hands-on work/management 
position call for.  More outside contractors and 
individuals, volunteer and non-volunteer, will 
need to be utilized for the daily chores.  Anyone 
interested in applying for this position, please 
send an application to Department marked 
“Wilwin Caretaker.”  The Board asks that you be 
a veteran and care about serving our wounded 
veterans.  Free on-property housing is included 
in the position.
The Board adopted a new Monthly Visitation 
Report which will be updated daily and 
summarized at month’s end.  
Scouting has become a very important program 
at Wilwin.  There is a large tract of the area 
that has been set aside for the scouts.  Winter 
Klondike Derby’s and other winter activities that 
are associated with scouting seems to be very 
popular.  Due to this high interest, the Board 
voted to keep Wilwin open on a year-round 
basis.  It will also be available for Veterans and 
their families to stay at Wilwin during the winter 
months to cross country ski or snowshoe on the 
15 miles of trails on the property.
The fifth cabin, a 100% handicapped cabin, 

located in the Veterans Village, is almost 
complete.  The plumbing is complete and 
awaiting the electrical contractor. Once this is 
completed interior paneling, trim, cabinetry, 
and furnishings will be installed.  The handicap 
ramp and a concrete sidewalk to the recreational 
hall will be finished, weather permitting in the 
spring.  Occupancy should be available on the 
1st of June.
The Richard Lynch concert will be held on 
Saturday, August 3.  The concert will begin 
at Noon and go to 5 P.M., instead of starting 
at 5 P.M.  This will give everyone attending a 
chance to leave for home at a reasonable hour.  
(During the summer, hotel space is limited and 
expensive in the Ludington area).   There will 
be a fundraiser auction during the concert, and 
any items that anyone may want to donate will 
be much appreciated.  All proceeds will go to 
Wilwin.  There will also be a bag raffle, a silent 
auction, and several 50/50 raffles.  Please let one 
of the Board members know it you are unable 
to get your donation to Wilwin for the auction.  
Someone will be kind enough to pick the item 
up.
Clean up for the new season is scheduled for 
the 2nd weekend in April, weather permitting.  
Anyone willing to help, please show up to help, 
but double check with Earl, Bev, or Garrett. 
Before coming to make sure Wilwin is opened. 

$5,000 First place Donald Weiselberg, Traverse City

$2,500 Second place Richard McKenna, Milan

$1,500 Third place Patricia Thomas, Kinsford

$1,000 Fourth place Lee Mascho, Morrice

$1,000 Fifth place Elmer Hillard, Flushing

$500  Sixth place Amelio Dinco, Monroe 

Jerry Lynch for Alternate 
National Committeeman
The Godfrey Anderson American Legion 
Post #43 in Stephenson, and the 11th Dis-
trict of the Department of Michigan proud-
ly endorses and supports Past Department 
Commander Jerry Lynch for the high office 
of Alternate National Executive Commit-
teeman for the 2019-2020 year.

Jerry became eligible for the American Le-
gion as a U.S. Navy Destroyer man during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis serving from 1959 
through 1962.

Jerry Lynch is a 33 year, paid up for life 
member of The American Legion.  
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Scouting News Clyde Sinclair
Scouting Chairman

It is an honor this month to recognize the 2018 recipients of the Eagle Scout rank and those adult leaders who earned the American Legion & Scouting Square Knot 
Award. Both of these achievements required years to obtain and hours of commitment and work to accomplish.  It is my pleasure to introduce you to our 2018 Eagle 
Scouts and the 2018 American Legion Square Knot Awardees.

OUR EAGLE SCOUTS
Since 1912, the 
Eagle Scout rank has 
represented a milestone 
of accomplishment—
perhaps without equal—
that is recognized across 
the country and even the 
world. Those who have 
earned the Eagle Scout 
rank count it among their 

most treasured achievements. “Eagle 
Scout” is not just an award, it is a state 
of being. Those who earned it as youth 
continue to earn it every day as adults. 
That is why an Eagle Scout  IS  an Eagle 
Scout—not was.

Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or 
rank attainable in the  Boy 
Scouting  program of the  Boy Scouts 
of America  (BSA). The designation 
“Eagle Scout” was founded over one 
hundred years ago. Only four percent of 
Boy Scouts are granted this rank after a 
lengthy review process. The requirements 
necessary to achieve this rank take years 
to fulfill. Since its founding, the Eagle 
Scout rank has been earned by almost 2.5 
million young men.

Please meet our 2018 American Legion 
Eagle Scouts!

John E. Decator
Troop 216, Marysville, 
MI
Legion Affiliation: 
Grandfather, Richard 
Frederick of Post 211
Parents: Dennis and 
Jeri Decator
Project: Organized 

and coordinated the sandblasting, 
priming and painting of a steam 
locomotive engine and tender, which are 
on display at the Marysville City Park

Shawn Michael Deaton
Troop 538, Ida, MI 
Legion Affiliation: Post 514
Parents: Angela Johnson & Dan Deaton 
Project: Repaired Playground Equipment 
at Summerfield Elementary School  
Interests: Culinary Arts.

Jacob Lawrence Fidler
Troop 377, Clarkston, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 377
Parents: Mark & Donielle Fidler
Project: Constructed a “Little Free 
Library” area outside of and for the Grace 
Missionary Church of Waterford, MI

Quinten Todd Traver
Troop 377, Clarkston, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 377
Parents: Todd & Melanie Traver
Project:  Designed and built a life-size 
Foosball Court for the youth group at 
Waypoint Church in Clarkston, MI

Charles Robert Osmun
Troop 377, Clarkston, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 377
Parents: Aaron & Gail Osmun
Project: Planned, designed and 
constructed a portable staircase assembly 
for the Village of Leonard, MI, to permit 
viewing of the inside of the Village’s 
historic mill.

William Aaron Osmun
Troop 377, Clarkston, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 377
Parents: Aaron & Gail Osmun
Project:  Repair and modernization of 
the Miracle Classroom of the United 
Methodist Church of Clarkston.  

Joseph Floyd
Troop 108, Oxford, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 108
Parents: Steven Floyd
Project: Planned, procured and installed 
fencing in front of the dugouts at the 

Oxford High School baseball diamond.

Gabriel Patrick Hudson
Troop 312, Pinckney, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 419
Parents: Heather and Peter Hudson
Project: Creation of a memorial garden 
for Arise Methodist Church in Pinckney, 
MI, including the placement of a large 
cross within the garden, construction of 
a stained handicap accessible picnic table 
and the refurbishment of an old rugged 
cross, on a hill near the church.

Christopher Koning Randall
Troop 312, Pinckney, MI
Legion Connection: Post 419
Parents: Kim and Tony Randall
Project:  Construction of picnic tables and 
a fire pit for the Emrich Retreat Center, 
which serves as a youth camp as well as 
providing many other services for youth 
groups in the community.

Joe Wallace
Troop 312, Pinckney, MI
Legion Affiliation: Post 419
Parents:  Julie and Jason Wallace
Project:  Construction of four fitness 
stations which were installed at Bishop 
Lake State Park, including a Pull-Up 
bar station, a Push-Up and Rowing bar 
station, a Decline Sit-Up bench station, 
and Parallel Bars station.

LEGION SQUARE KNOT
The Square Knot Award recognizes 
members of the American Legion family 
who are dedicated to and actively involved 
in furthering the Boy Scouts of America 
program. 

Please meet our 2018 American Legion & 
Scouting Square Knot Awardees!

James Colvin, Post 
377, Clarkson, MI
Current Scouting 
P o s i t i o n ( s ) : 
Scoutmaster of Troop 
128
Accomplishments :  
Arrow of Light, 
Cub Scouter Award, 

Cubmaster Award, Cubmaster’s Key 
Award, Scoutmaster’s Key Award, 
Commissioner’s Key Award, Scouter’s 
Training Award, Commissioner Arrow 
Head Award, District Award of Merit, 
Silver Beaver, Wood Badge and Vigil 

Honor Award

Jason Sansburn, Eagle 
Scout, Post 18, Bay 
City, MI
Current Scouting 
P o s i t i o n ( s ) : 
Scoutmaster of Troop 
101 and Roundtable 
Commissioner
Ac c o m p l i s h m e n t s : 

Silver Beaver, District Award of Merit, 
Unit Leader Award of Merit, Wood Badge 
and Vigil Honor Award

Ricky Riggins, Post 
225, Lansing, MI
Current Scouting 
Position(s): Asst. 
District Commissioner 
for Roundtable 
& Roundtable 
Commissioner
Ac c o m p l i s h m e n t s :  

Scouter Training Award, Scoutmaster 
Award of Merit, Leader Award of Merit, 
Arrowhead Honor Award, International 
Scouter Award, Scoutmaster Key 
Award, Commissioner Training Award, 
Scoutmaster Key for Commissioner 
Service, District Award of Merit, Silver 
Beaver Award,  Wood Badge, Doctorate 
in Commissioner Science, Distinguished 
Commissioner Award and Vigil Honor 
Award

Ronald Comtois, Post 18, 
Bay City, MI
Current Scouting 
Position(s): Asst. District 
Commissioner and  Troop 
101 Committee Member
A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s : 

Scoutmaster’s Key, Scoutmaster Award 
of Merit, George Meany Award, 
District Award of Merit, Silver Beaver, 
Distinguished Commissioner Service 
Award and Vigil Honor Award.

For more information on the American 
Legion & Scouting Square Knot, please 
contact me at milegionscouting@usa.
com or go to https://www.legion.org/
scouting/award.

If your Post would be interested in 
learning more about chartering a Scout 
Unit, please contact me at the email 
address above.

“Be Prepared” – Scout Motto
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HOW TO PRORATE VOTES IN AN ELECTION

To prorate votes, all you need to do is multiply votes cast by the 
delegate strength of the district, then divide that by the number of eligible 
votes present.
Example: Number votes (delegate strength) 124

Candidate 1   68
Candidate 2   21
Total votes present 89

Candidate 1 = 68 x 124= 8,432 divided by 89 (# of voters present) = 
94.75
Candidate 2 = 21 x 124= 2,604 divided by 89 (# of voters present) = 
29.25

# 1 and # 2  must equal total eligible votes of 124
Or another way can be like below:
124 votes
-89 voters present
35 votes to be prorated
68 votes for (Candidate 1) X 35= 2380 divided by 89 (total votes) =26.75

21 votes for (Candidate 2) X 35= 735 divided by 89 total votes) = 8.25

Total votes to be accounted for 35.00 votes 

(# 1) receives 68 votes plus 26.75 votes or a total of 94.75 (95 votes)
(# 2) receives 21 votes plus 8.25 votes or a total of 29.25 (29 votes)
Total      124 votes accounted for

YOU HONORED US WITH YOUR SERVICE.

Now let us honor you. 

Join us for a complimentary meal  
and pre-planning seminar to learn  
about VA burial benefits available.  

For more information, contact  
Tony.Lauri@DignityMemorial.com  

or 248-651-9641. 

We’re proud to partner with the  
Department of Michigan American Legion.

DignityMichigan.com

Message from The Legion Insurance Trust 
To All LIT Participating Departments:
Your members’ current Legion Care Accidental Death Insurance provider has re-
cently made a decision to no longer market or service this product to Legion De-
partment members.
We are pleased to announce that effective January 1, 2019, Securian Life Insurance 
Company, an affiliate of Securian Financial Group (Securian) will become the new 
provider for LegionCare Accidental Death coverage previously provided by Transa-
merica Life Insurance Company*.  Securian Life Insurance Company is an A+ Supe-
rior company as rated by independent rating organization A.M. Best**.  
Eligible claims incurred prior to January 1, 2019, will be processed in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of your Transamerica coverage, while claims incurred 
on or after January 1, 2019 will be the responsibility of Securian.
We look forward to this new relationship with Securian and to continuing our com-
mitment of service and protection to you.  
Sincerely,
J. Christopher Burke, FLMI
President & CEO, AGIA Affinity
Administrator, Legionnaire Insurance Trust Insurance Program

Dan Crisp for Department 
Sergeant at Arms 2019-2020.

Clare-Farwell Post 558 and the 10th District Asso-
ciaiton proudly endorses and supports Dan Crisp 
for the position of Department Sergeant of Arms.

Dan earned his eligibility in the American Legion 
for his service in the United States Marine Corps 
from 1969 - 1971.

Dan has been a 43 continuous member of the 
American Legion and has served as Post Com-
mander for Post 267 and Post 558.
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JAN 3, 2019 – ELSIE - The Huffman-Hammond-Rando Post 
502 Post Commander Gene Nethaway presented a monetary 
donation to Elsie Food Bank to assist their efforts in feeding 
the needy during the holiday season.

GARDEN CITY- The Otter Miller, Jr. Post 396 Annual Golf Outing Committee 
presented two checks at a recent meeting to two worthy causes.  Above- Post 396 
presented Burger School for Students with Autism with a $5,000.  Below- Post 396 
presented Reconnect Chairman Gary Tanner with a donation for $5,000 for use for 
the programs of the Reconnect Committee.  

LANSING - Michigan American Legion Foundation Director 
Mark Sutton accepts a check from Independent Bank Communi-
ty Banking Vice President Chelsey Carpenter.  Independent Bank 
held a fund raising drive at their locations in central, Michigan 
and raised over $1,400.

TEMPERENCE- Lynn C. Weeman Post 514 has 
grown their Junior Shooting Sports Club from 
four members to nine in two years.  They have 
made connections with the community and the 
kids are learning marksmanship and firearm 
safety.  If you would like to learn how your post 
can start a Jr. Shooting Club, contact Wayne 
Blank at (734) 770-0201. 

BLISSFIELD - McDonald-Osmer Post 451 was the Grand Marshall for the Blissfield 
Festival of Lights in December.  A sign promoting our post was on the front and a 
trailer in Legion/Patriotic theme was pulled.  

Earl Ruttkofsky and John Kinzinger of Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet 
Cove accepting two checks totaling $800.00 in donations from 
2nd Commander Terry Beck.


