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The American Legion
Department of Michigan

Do You Know a High School Student Who Needs 
Money for College?

War-Time Service Dates
The Legion Act expanded the defi-
nition of war-time service for The 
American Legion eligibility. 

US Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force, Coast Guard, from 
WWI - Apr. 6 1917 to Nov. 11, 1918
December 7, 1941 to Cessation of 
hostilities, as determined by US 
Govenment.
Merchant Marines who served Dec. 
7, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1946

Scholarship and Program 
Opportunities:
• A career in law enforcement
• Politics or how government works
• U.S. history and the U.S.Constitu-

tion 
• Baseball

• Scouting
• Junior Shooting Sports
The American Legion 2019-2020
Programs and Scholarships are ready!!  

Earning Money 
for College 
Can Start 
in the 9th Grade

American Legion Department of Michigan 
Program Dates and Application DEADLINES

Nov 19, 2019 - Oratorical Registration Deadline
Jan 1, 2020 - Baseball registration opens baseball.legion.org
Jan 10, 2020 - Law Officer of the Year Submission Deadline
Jan 10, 2020 - Firefighter of the Year Submission Deadline 
Jan 13, 2020 - Brewer Scholarship Application Submission Deadline
Jan 13, 2020 - Wilson Scholarship Application Submission Deadline
Feb 10, 2020 - All  Zone Oratorical Contests complete 
Mar 2, 2020 - Eagle Scout of the Year Award Submission Deadline 
Mar 7, 2020 - Oratorical State Contest at Gerald R. Ford Museum
Apr 3, 2020 - Teacher of the Year Submission Deadline
Apr 17-19,2020 - National Oratorical Contest, Indianapolis
May 15, 2020 - Baseball insurance purchase deadline
May 18, 2020 - Student Trooper Application Submission Deadline
May 26, 2020 - Boys State Application Submission Deadline 
June 1, 2020 - Final day for baseball teams to register
June 14-20, 2020 - Boys State Program, Grand Valley State University
July 3, 2020 - Robert Turner Baseball Submission Deadline 
July 12-17, 2020 - Student Trooper Program, MSP in Lansing
July 22-26, 2020 - Class AA Baseball State Tournament, Midland
July 26-Aug 2, 2020 - Class A Baseball State Tournament, Marquette 

Get more information at www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships or by calling 
517-220-2754  or email legion@michiganlegion.org.  

Supporting America’s Youth
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For high school juniors interested in politics, how government 
works, and civic leadership

Frequently Asked Questions:
What if someone cannot af-
ford to send a young person to 
Boys/Girls State?
- Check with your post. Posts pro-
vide sponsorship money for this 
program, but sometimes have a 
hard time finding an interested 
person. Kiwanis Clubs and Rota-
ry Clubs have sponsored kids as 
well. Be sure to ask them. A lo-
cal business is also an excellent 
source.
Our Post has set aside money, 
but we are having trouble find-
ing a young person to attend 
Boys/Girls State, will depart-
ment help us find one?
- Yes, the teachers on our educa-
tional staff have a network of ed-
ucators throughout the state and 
can assist in finding someone 
who is interested. 
What is the requirement for the 
young man or young lady?
- They must be a Junior (11th 
Grade) in high school or the 
equivalent of an 11th grade ac-
credited homeschool program, 
must be 15+ years old by June 
14, 2020, and have an interest in 
government 
Application is due May 26, 2020

The American Legion
Michigan Boys State Program

What is Boys State?

Boys State is an educational program sponsored by the American Legion 
Departments across the country to help young men learn about government 
and how it works. Our motto is “Learn by Doing.” The Boys State education 
staff ’s goal is to facilitate the learning process by giving the citizens of Boys 
State an opportunity to govern themselves, and to run their own state.

Boys State is LEARNING.

Delegates have the opportunity to learn more about their city, county, 
and state government in one week at Boys State than in an entire semester 
in a formal classroom setting. Boys Staters meet with elected and appointed 
officials to learn more about the duties and responsibilities of a variety of 
positions in government from people on the “inside.” Additionally, in Boys 
State, each citizen has the opportunity to learn for himself that his govern-
ment is just what he makes it.

Boys State is POLITICS.

The first half of your Boys State experience will expose you to the world 
of politics. You will nominate candidates for partisan and non-partisan of-
fices on the city, county, and state level. You will also, no doubt, be exposed 
to the “seamy” side of politics ... the wheeling and dealing, the promises that 
cannot be kept, the vote trading and the cajoling, to give a candidate or a 
party that “extra advantage.”

Boys State is GOVERNMENT.

When the dust has settled from the conventions, campaigns, and elec-
tions, Boys State needs to be governed for four days by its elected and ap-
pointed officials. Boys Staters will find themselves performing exactly the 
same functions as real office holders in the everyday world. Education and 
University Boards must make policies for their areas of responsibility. City 
councils, county commissions, and the state legislature must make ordi-
nances and laws for their constituencies. Executive departments and other 
administrators must see that laws and policies are properly interpreted.

Boys State is FRIENDSHIP.

You may arrive at Boys State knowing no one else. However, one of the 
fringe benefits of Boys State is how easy it is to get to know people, many of 
whom may remain your friend for the rest of your life.

This program is open to all male high school juniors
(female high school juniors see Girls State with the American 

Legion Auxiliary)

“I have learned so much about 
government and life through this 
program. I would recommend and 
encourage everyone to go to Boys 
State. I am truly humbled and so 
thankful to the American Legion 
for allowing me to have this expe-
rience.” - Zane O. Class of 2017

“This program changed my 
life. It has allowed me to estab-
lish lifelong friendships, learn 
from some of the best counselors, 
and allowed me to meet some 
very honorable American Legion 
members.” –Ian M. class of 2010

2020 Boys State is at Grand Valley State 
University - Allendale, Michigan

 June 14-20, 2020

Contact 
Jerry Kelley at 
(734) 434-8272

jkelley2136@sbcglobal.net

or State Headquarters at 
517-220-2754 

legion@michiganlegion.org

Participants in Boys State, 
who are direct descendants 

of a wartime era veteran 
have the opportunity to win 

a $1000 scholarship and 
up to a $20,000 scholarship 

from Samsung

www.michiganboysstate.org
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James W. “Bill” Oxford was 
elected national commander of 
The American Legion on Aug. 
29, 2019, in Indianapolis, during 
the organization’s 101st national 
convention. He has been a 
member of the nation’s largest 
veterans organization since 1986.

He went to his first meeting 
at Dysart-Kendall Post 29 
knowing next to nothing about it, 
and walked out as commander. 
“It was all downhill from there,” 
he says, joking.

A native of Lenoir, N.C., 
Oxford is a paid-up-for-life 

member and past commander of Post 29 in Lenoir. He 
served as department (state) commander of the North 
Carolina American Legion from 2010 to 2011. A veteran of 
the U.S. Marine Corps, Oxford was an aviation electronic 
technician for the A-6 Intruder and served in Vietnam 
during his initial enlistment. After being discharged as 
a sergeant in 1970, Oxford joined the North Carolina 
National Guard.  He subsequently attended officer’s 

candidate school and transferred to the U.S. Army Reserve, 
where he ultimately retired as a colonel after more than 34 
years of military service.

Oxford has served at every level of The American 
Legion.  A former mayor and city council of Cajah’s 
Mountain, N.C.,  he has worked since he was a high school 
student, with most of his career choices being in the 
maintenance and engineering field. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in environmental studies and multiple safety and 
environmental certificates.

Oxford has volunteered as a coach, umpire, referee 
and administrator in several youth athletic programs, 
including service as the public address announcer for the 
Post 29 American Legion Baseball team.

An active volunteer with several organizations, 
Oxford is a member of Masonic Lodge-York Scottish Rite 
and the North  Carolina Army Retirees Council. His theme 
as national commander of The American Legion is “A 
Foundation for the Future,” as the organization enters its 
second century of service.

Oxford and his wife, Frances, have been married since 
1967.  They have a son, Charles (married to Deah Reid), and 
a daughter, Jackie (married to Mike Carr). They also have 
four grandsons, Isiah, Micah, Jaggar and Dawson.

National Commander 
Bill Oxford 

Ron Runyan 
Department Adjutant 
I Love a parade!
NOVEMBER 10, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 
Detroit 

This year marks the 14th year for 
the Detroit Veterans Day parade. This 
parade now draws thousands of local 

people from the communities of suburban Detroit and 
around Michigan. However, I still recall 14 years ago walk-
ing downtown with less than two hundred people and ob-
servers. This has been a project that has made me and many 
other Legionnaires very proud to see. If it were not for the 
hard work and dedication of Past State Commander Dick 
Chatman and many other very dedicated veterans, this pa-
rade may still not be happening. I recall how instrumen-
tal the VVA and its building that used to be on Woodward 
were as coffee and donuts were provided for parade march-
ers and family.

Flash forward to today and you will find high school 
marching bands, ROTC units from all around the Detroit 
area, National Guard units from the great state of Michi-
gan, parade floats and the hundreds of motorcycles and 
marchers honoring our veterans. Many veteran organiza-
tions come in force with their members, flags and vehicles 
honoring their organization and veterans.

This year is also very special for the Detroit Veterans Day 
parade. The focus will be on saluting the United States Ma-
rine Corp for their 224 years and The American Legion for 
their 100th birthday! I would like to encourage ALL MEM-
BERS  of The American Legion family, Posts and Districts 
to come join us for this great celebration. Bring your flags, 
your floats and most of all your veterans who deserve the 
respect for their dedication to our Community, State and 
Nation.

Check out the website at www.detroitveteransdayparade.
org or call 313-936-0760 where you can get more infor-
mation and register. This is a family friendly event and has 
many vendors and sponsors so I hope to see you there. 

How We Plan to Reach Michigan’s 550,000 Veterans
Zaneta Adams, Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency Director

As the new Director 
of the Michigan 
Veterans Affairs 
Agency, my primary 
goal is simple: Making 
sure all veterans in 
Michigan are aware 
of the MVAA – and, 
more importantly, 
the benefits and 
resources our agency 
can connect them to 

– within the next five years.

Ambitious? Sure. Michigan has more than 550,000 
veterans – the 11th largest veteran population in the 
nation – from the 1,500 patriots who call Gogebic 
County home in the far western U.P. to the 80,000 
veterans who live in Wayne County. Reaching them 
all will be a challenge.

But it’s a challenge we’re ready and excited to meet. 
As a former Army soldier who has spent most of my 
post-military career fighting for the rights of fellow 
veterans, I understand the importance of having an 
advocate. And as Michigan’s central coordinating 
agency for veterans and their families, the MVAA is 
perfectly positioned to be that advocate.

As a state agency created in 2013, we are not the 
VA, of course, but we work closely with that federal 
agency and other providers to help veterans untangle 
the often-difficult task of securing the benefits and 
services they have earned.

But to provide that assistance, we first need to make 
Michigan veterans aware of our agency. We are 
embarking on a coordinated outreach campaign to 
build awareness of the MVAA and our “no wrong 
door” approach to serving veterans. We plan to 
partner with virtually every public and private 
organization that may interact with veterans along 
each phase of their journey, from education-related 
institutions to faith-based groups to aging-specific 
organizations.

We will also facilitate collaboration among Veteran 
Service Organizations and County Veteran Services 
Offices, as I believe it vital that every veteran-
centered group comes together to accomplish our 
shared mission of serving veterans. This may require 
a fresh approach, perhaps some compromise, but it 
is doable.

Please help us in spreading the word about the 
MVAA’s role of coordinating veteran benefits and 
resources. For more information, call 1-800-MICH-
VET or visit MichiganVeterans.com. 



4 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | October 2019| Michiganlegion.org

Headquarters

Reach foR 103% of MeMbeRship
Barry Wood
Department Commander

CHaplain

“IT’S COOL TO BE KIND!” 

Fall Conference
Sweepstakes Winners 

1st - Scott Haman of Lambertville    
$5,000

2nd - Raymond Cooper of New Boston  
$2,500

3rd - Paul Billock of Marine City 
$1,500

4th - David S. Brown of Farmington 
$1,000

5th - Lyle Horsell of Gaylord     
$1,000

6th - David Senecal of Saginaw 
$500

Department Commander. . . . . . . .Barry Wood
Department Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . .  Ron Runyan
1st Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . .Greg Spight
2nd Zone .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Richard Parks
3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bill Hilgris
4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Walter
5th Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wendy Sexton

Finance Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Skipper Townes 
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .Richard Tracy
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Larry Vollink
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dan Crisp
Judge Advocate. . . . . . . . . .Kimberlee Hillock 
National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Knox

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .Jerry Lynch
Immediate Past Commander 
. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Striggow
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Easterling
Membership Director . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Higley
Public Relations Director . . . . . . .Mark Sutton

DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & 
AUXILIAIRE

(USPS 010637) is published 
monthly except February, May, 
August, and December by The 
American Legion and American 
Legion Auxiliary,Department 
of Michigan, 212 N.Verlinden,        
Lansing, MI 48915-1297.Periodi-
cal postage paid at Lansing, MI, 
and additional mailing offices.
Subscription $10 non-members, 
members receive the publication 
as part of their dues.  POSTMAS-
TER: Send address changes to 
Michigan Legionnaire, Depart-
ment of Michigan, 212 N. Verlin-
den, Lansing, MI 48915-1297.

DEADLINE DATES
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Circulation: 96,687
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Editor: Mark Sutton
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 Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at 
info@michiganlegion.org or mail it to de-
partment attn: Mark Sutton.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting a hard 
copy photo, please note photos printed 
from a home printer cannot be used, nor 
can photos clipped from newspapers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact 

Mark Sutton
info@michiganlegion.org 

517-371-4720 ext 16.

Larry Vollink
Department Chaplain 

On his first day of school, in Kin-
dergarten, Carter was very nervous and 
frightened to take the bus, as well as his 
mother.  There was another boy his age, 
saw the look in Carter’s eyes and then 
took his hand, and they rode on the bus 
together, no longer afraid. Now,  Carter 

and his new friend, Christian, made national news about be-
ing kind to each other. The newscaster said, “Kindness mat-
ters!”  Next, came the local news, of a very expensive wheel-
chair that was destroyed in an auto accident, but was not 
covered by insurance.  A nearby neighbor saw the news and 
then began to raise money to cover the $25,000 wheelchair 
expense.  Kindness wins!

Can we bring kindness to our veterans in our local Posts 
and communities?  Can we join hands and walk with one 
who is scared and frightened?  Can we find one who needs a 
wheelchair or a ramp to be built?  Can we bring kindness even 
in their sickness and their dying?  Can we bring kindness to 
the one standing or sitting on the corner with a sign “I’m a 

veteran, and homeless, can you help?”  He gives you that “va-
cant stare”  waiting for you to show your kindness.

“The Salvation Army” has been an unforgettable organiza-
tion that reaches out to those kinds of people and says to all 
people, “SOMEONE CARES!”  They have raised money and 
given smiles when given a warm cup of coffee and clothes on 
their backs.  They are there in times of disasters, and when 
people need them the most. They tell us, “Caring takes time, 
caring is exhausting, caring is hard work!  All around you are 
people with needs, physical, emotional and spiritual.  Keep 
your eyes and hearts open to ways you can be kind and car-
ing.”

Can we in The American Le-
gion be the people who truly care 
for all people, starting first with 
our veterans?  Just like the boy,  
I saw wearing the t-shirt next to 
his mother, “It’s Cool to be Kind!” 
May our value in life be living 
what the Bible encourages us, “Be 
ye kind one to another, forgiving 
one another.”   AMEN!      

National Com-
manders Goal, 
don’t settle for less.

After his election 
as the 101st National 

Commander of The American Legion Bill 
Oxford challenged all department com-
manders to not settle for 100% member-
ship.  There were many references to the 
ability of the VFW of having a net increase 
in membership, over last year.  Why can’t 
The American Legion do that? 

We can do that, it will take work and 
commitment from every Legionnaire to 
make that happen, but we can do it.  Yes, 
let’s sign up just one member each.  The na-
tional commander is letting every post, dis-
trict, or department know that if they reach 
103% of the membership in 2020, he wants 
to recognize those commanders.

The tools are all in place to make this an 

easy goal to achieve this year.  
We have “mylegion.org” for 
finding expired members, 

DMS, and keeping in touch with current 
members.  The Buddy Check is a great way 
to stay in contact with the members and 
keep up with any needs they may have.  
The Legion Act offers no more excuses for 
which veterans in Michigan are eligible.  
All 550,000 plus veterans are now eligible.  
Lastly, the Legion changed wives to spouses 
in the requirements for the American Le-
gion Auxiliary.  

More tools, more opportunity, and we 
still have all our programs, and a wonder-
ful Veteran Service Division to help with 
claims.  The American Legion is the prim-
ier veteran service organization our veter-
ans should belong.  No one does more for 
veterans.

Start working those tools and by May 
your post will be 103%.  If I can be of any 
help please contact the office, talk to Kim 
at extension 113 and invite me to an event.  
See you on the road and in the posts.
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History in the making 
September has now come and 

gone.  It was a very busy, but fun 
month.  I had the privilege of at-
tending a luncheon that honored 
Muriel Worm, our longest contin-
uous member. Muriel is a member 
of Hastings Post 45 and has been a 
member for 93 years. 

At the National Convention held 
in Indianapolis, the American Legion voted to extend 
membership in the American Legion Auxiliary to male 
spouses of U.S. veterans and service members. During the 
American Legion National Convention in Indianapolis in 
August, delegates of the American Legion voted to replace 
the word “wife” with “spouse” in their constitution and 

bylaws, opening up membership in the American Legion 
Auxiliary.  During the National Convention in Indianapo-
lis, the first male joined the Auxiliary.

Why are The American Legion and the American Legion 
Auxiliary making this change? Currently, 1.9 million wom-
en veterans are living in the United States, and 9% of the 
U.S. military is female. By 2045, it’s estimated that 18% of 
the U.S. military will be comprised of women.

“As we welcome eligible male spouses into the American 
Legion Auxiliary, we gain another perspective on the needs 
of military families — enabling the Auxiliary to support 
even more veterans, service members, and their families,” 
said 2019-2020 American Legion Auxiliary National Presi-
dent Nicole Clapp.

This new membership eligibility has much promise for 
growth in the American Legion Auxiliary, leading to new 
resources, increased funding opportunities, and additional 

diversity and talent among our leadership, as well as general 
membership.  ref: alaforveterans.org

With this change, Units and Districts will need to do 
some housekeeping by changing the appropriate verbiage 
on documents.

In other exciting news, The Legion Act has opened the 
doors for the Auxiliary to grow its membership by expand-
ing eligibility. Ladies let’s get those engines going and let the 
race begin.  We are “Cruising for our Veterans” and “Going 
Back in Time.” 

It is time for us to recognize and thank our spouses, sig-
nificant others and families for their support as we dedi-
cate our time to “Serving our Veterans and their families.” 
Thank you to all who support our Mission of Service, not 
Self. God Bless our Warriors and their families. Keep our 
service members in your prayers. 

Greetings from your 
Membership Chair! 
Anita L. Mennel, Membership Chair

October.  Wow!  Time is cruising forward rather quick-
ly.  Convention and Fall Conference is over, and we all 
should be in full swing of our new membership year.  
Some exciting improvements were passed in Indy, and 
they will, for sure impact our ALA.  
The passage of the L.E.G.I.O.N. ACT and the change 

in wording from “wife” to “SPOUSE” opens the door in 
our eligibility.  There are now only two eligibility dates 
to remember as Congress has reduced the number, they 
are April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918 OR December 
7, 1941 until a time when the U.S. is no longer at war, as 
determined by Congress.  The other change just so ev-
erybody is clear, allows the SPOUSE of a female veteran 
to join the ALA, providing that veteran is a member or 
if deceased, was eligible to be a member of the American 
Legion (that part didn’t change).  
Yes, it is now OFFICIAL, so let’s all get busy and recruit 

this mass of newly eligible members.  Wouldn’t you like 
to make history?  With these changes, how about encour-
aging Legion Posts that don’t have an Auxiliary, to be the 
first to charter a male member!  (Thank you, Marcy, for 
that great idea). 
Have you started on your 2019-20 awards?  Dates to 

work towards 10x10 award: 11/10/19 (Ten by the 10th 
-our 100th Birthday) look in the Membership portion of 
the Action Plan OR get your entry form @ www.ALAfor-
Veterans.org – “members only”-ALA National Member-
ship Committee.  Must be entered into ALAMIS system 
by 11/10/19
PLEASE REMEMBER to follow the “chain” when you 

have a question:  District, Area, Dept. and last resort Na-
tional.  Another reason why we have Chairpersons.
Renew & Recruit for our Veterans, Military, and their 

families!

Chaplain Report
Kimberly S. Champion, Chaplain

As I sit here thinking about summer and how it comes 
to an end too soon, I also think of those people that have 
lost their homes from fires, flooding, devastating hurricanes 
and tornados.  I think about Michigan and how blessed we 
are.

If you are in an area of severe storms,  after it passes go 
over and check on your neighbors and ask if everyone is 
okay or if they need help.  It never hurts to say “How are 
you?”   

Bless all of us and remember that God gave everyone the 
foresight to pay attention to the weather, and when they say 
mandatory evacuation, do just that.  Please watch over each 
and every one of us and pray daily to keep each and all of 
us safe.

If you have anything to send to me 
please call or email me.  If I don’t answer 
you right away I will get back to you.  If I 
don’t have the answers I will research the 
question and let you know.  Please feel 
free to contact me at any time.  
Memory Garden
Ruth Johnson District 4, Unit #365
Edna McCarthy    District 5, Unit #28
Wanda M. Langolf, District 7, Unit #449
Ginger Peck District 8, Unit #295
Carissa Cole District 19, Unit #317
Elaine Shepard District 19, Unit #317

For God and Country

Congratulations to Nicole Clapp from 
the Department of Iowa, who was voted in to be 
the president of the American Legion Auxiliary.  
President Clapp joined the Auxiliary at age four.  
“I feel very humbled and honored to represent 
us in our 100th anniversary year, and to be the 
first honorary national Junior president to have 
life come full circle by becoming the national 
president,” Clapp said

Pictured: Department President, Georgia 
Downs, Central Division Vice President, Ruth 
Gott, National President Nicole Clapp,  Depart-
ment National Executive Committee, Deborah 
Williamson.
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Detroit VAVS Report
Cari Ann Salamon 

My name is Cari Ann Salamon and I am the Unit President at 
Edward C. Headman Wyandotte Post 217. I have been a member 
since 1997. Since then I have held offices of Executive Board, Chair-
man, Newsletter Editor, and now 2nd term President. I have such 
a wonderful group of volunteers to guide me, hold me accountable 
and to inspire new ideas and growth.

We are excited to be a positive impact within our VA organiza-
tion. These leaders are Glenda (Sam) Trotter, Claudia Sendo, and 
Teri Bryson Bays.

Our plans are to have our Christmas gift shop December 9-10. 
Multiple gifts are needed. The local sports teams shirts, pants, 
sweatpants, and jerseys in multiple sizes. The needed items are 
socks, shirts, toiletries, and letters of hope and support. Gift cards 
from Subway, Meijer, Target, and McDonalds, etc. are always wel-
comed. These cards drive and motivate independence.

Any chance you can help, support or have ideas; please do not 
hesitate to call or email me at 734-576-2946 or cariann2277@gmail.
com.

Thank you and looking forward to an amazing year.
In God and Country

2019 National Convention
Brandy Nelson, Department Executive Director

This year’s National Convention, held in Indianapolis, was sure to 
be a memorable one.  There were many things to celebrate, includ-
ing the passing of the Legion Act, spouse eligibility changes, and the 
coming ALA 100th Anniversary.

Our newly elected National President, Nicole Clapp (Iowa) encour-
ages us to “Celebrate a Century of Service,” all year long.  She is eager 
to hear about all the events that are taking place throughout the na-
tion.  Remember #ALA100 on your social media posts!

We are very proud that Michigan Past Department President, and 
current Department Parlimentarian, Ruth Gott, was elected and 
sworn in as Central Division Vice President.  It is an honor to have 
Ruth represent our state and the Central Division.

Congratulations are also in order as Past Department President, 
Deborah Williamson was sworn in as a member of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee, and Department President, Georgia Downs was 
sworn in as President of the Department of Michigan at the National 
ceremony.

This year the Department of Michigan boasted 24 delegates based 
on our membership!  Keep up the good work, everyone!  

Supporting Education for the Past 100 Years and 
into the Future
Carol Burke, Education Chairperson

In this year of celebrating our 100th Anniversary, we will continue to support educa-
tion in our communities, with an emphasis on the children of veterans, military families 
and the veterans themselves.   Additionally, we will now support the education of our 
Junior members with a new fourth National Scholarship, the Junior Loyalty Scholarship. 

Candidates for the Junior Loyalty Scholarship shall have been a Junior member of 
the American Legion Auxiliary, for the past three consecutive years and must be a paid 
member for the current membership year.  Applicants must continue her membership 
in the American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship period. Applicants must have 
completed at least one semester of college but not yet attained a bachelor’s degree and 
have at least a 3.0 GPA using a 4.0 base.  The full eligibility rules can be found in the 
application on National’s website, alaforveterans.org or in the 2019-2020 Department of 
Michigan, Education Action Plan  

The American Legion and the Auxiliary have been advocates of Education through 
the years. Kicking off at its inception in 1919, The American Legion met with represen-
tatives of the National Education Association to discuss the state of Education in our 
country and to create awareness of the problems of illiteracy. The first American Edu-
cation Week was introduced in December of 1921, with The American Legion and the 
NEA as cosponsors. The week before Thanksgiving has been designated as American 
Education Week and Auxiliary Members still support this important week.  Ameri-
can Education Week is November 11-15 2019 please consider not only supporting our 
teachers but the school support staff.  The custodians, bus drivers, para-pros and office 
staff are the backbone of our schools.  Let’s show our appreciation with cards, cookies, 
flowers, and other gifts.

Children & Youth
Kathleen Copeland, Chairman

Mission: “The Children & Youth program emphasizes protecting, caring for, 
and supporting children and youth, particularly those of Veteran’s and military 
families.” 

A new administrative year has begun.  It is housekeeping time, the time to move on from what 
did not work, redesign what you were trying to do.  Try something new and fresh and test the 
boundaries.  Engage our Units, Posts, S.A.L., Riders, schools, and the entire community.  Focus?  
Yes, on our future, our children and youth. 

The Department and National conventions are over, and we are in the fifth year of our five 
year action plan.  Fall Conference will be over by the time you read this, too.  There are a few 
changes in this program that will be found in your guide.  

Make your plans, implement them, take pictures, and report everything about it as soon as 
it happens.  We are proud of what we do, and we should not think what we do is insignificant.  
It is huge when added up, and we present the whole picture.  If you do not want to write it up, 
relay the information to someone to write it up for you.  The smallest items are sometimes the 
biggest items.

Look for the Youth Hero’s in your area and process the Youth Hero Award or the Good Deed 
Award.  Let’s sing their praises and make good examples of our Youth.  Shine their light so oth-
ers may see, and they may want to follow them because of these examples.  Get the word out to 
schools, places of worship, businesses and youth groups to identify our young heroes. 

Apply for National Awards and include the cover sheet for the Most Outstanding Unit Chil-
dren & Youth Program or the Best Department Children & Youth Program for our division.  
Apply for our Department awards:  the Louise Ferguson and Lynn D. Allen Citation. 

Lastly, use the Military Child’s Table Setting Ceremony to honor our military children.



District MeetingsMembership News
A Foundation for the Future

2020 Membership Goal: 64,290  September 27 Total: 34,464 53.61%  

1st District
Nov 12, Post 32, Livonia, NOTE: 
Held Tuesday instead of Monday
Jan 13, 2020, Post 390,  Livonia, K of 
C, 19801 Farmington Rd.
Mar 9, 2020, Post 391, Plymouth
May 11, 2020, Post 32, Livonia
June 8, 2020, Post 147, Northville
Meeting begin at 7 pm.

2nd District
Oct 6, Post 325, Blissfield
Jan 12, 2020, Post 29, Jackson
March 8, 2020, Post 31, Chelsea
April 25, 2020, TBA, Memorial 
service.
11 am-Noon SAL, Noon-1 pm 
Riders, 1 pm-2 pm PSO, 2 pm – 4 
pm Meeting 

3rd District
Nov 3, Post 54, Battle Creek
Jan 5, 2020, Post 52, Coldwater
Mar. 1, 2020, Post 196, Union City
May 3, 2020, Post 55, Albion
Executive Board at 11:30 am, Lunch 
at noon, Meeting at 1 pm

4th District
Nov. 3, Post 49, South Haven
Jan. 5, 2020, Post 89, Alleghan
March 1, 2020, Post 160, Bangor
May 3, 2020, Post 45, Hastings

5th District
Nov 14, Post 208, Kentwood
Jan 9, 2020, Post 179, Grandville
March 6, 2020 Post 6, Holland
May 14, 2020, Post 28, Grand Haven
All District Post Meetings and E 

Board Meetings are at 7 pm
All E Board Meetings at Post 179, 
Grandville. 
E. Board Meetings on Aug 8,Oct. 10, 
Dec. 12, Feb. 13, 2020, April 9, 2020, 
and June 11, 2020.

6th District
Lunch at noon – Meeting at 1 p.m.
Nov. 10, Post 238, Holt
Jan. 12, 2020, Post 269, Haslett
Mar. 8, 2020, Post 294, Swartz Creek
May 10, 2020, Post 64, Flint

7th District
Oct 20, Post 293, Sebewaing
Jan 12, 2020, Post 16, Lapeer
Mar. 15, 2020, Post 7, Caro
May 17, 2020, Post 4, Mt. Clemens

8th District
Nov. 3, Post 452, Stanton
Jan 5, 2020, Post 57, Owosso
March 1, 2020, Post 57, Frankenmuth

9th District
December  7, Post 219, Fife Lake
March 14, 2020, Post 35, Traverse City
May 9, 2020, Post 411, Hesperia
Noon Executive Meeting, Lunch 1:00, 
General meeting 2:00 

10th District
Sept. 14 at Oscoda Post 274
Nov. 2 at Farwell Post 558
Jan. 11, 2020 Luzerne Post 162
Mar. 7, 2020 Grayling Post 106
May 2, 2020 Linwood Post 239

11th District/12th District/UP 
Association Meetings
Oct. 5, Post 349, Little Lake
Jan 12-19, 2020 Winter Tour

16th District
Oct. 8, Post 389, Riverview (Serv. Off. 
Sch.)
Nov. 12, Post 337, Flat Rock
Dec. 10, Post 478, Southgate (Serv. 
Off. Sch.)
Jan. 10, 2020, Post 232, Dearbonr 
Heights
Feb. 11, 2020, Post 364, Dearborn 
(Serv. Off. Sch.)
Mar. 10, 2020, Post 217, Wyandotte
Apr. 14, 2020, Post 426 (Serv. Off. 
Sch.)
May 12, 2020, Post 67, Lincoln Park, 
Memorial/Elections
June 9, 2020, Post 396, Garden City
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m., PSO 
school begins at 6:30 p.m.
Memorial service 6:30 p.m.

18th District

19th District
Dec. 7, Gaylord Bowling Center
Mar. 7, 2020, Gaylord Bowling Center
May 9, 2020, Gaylord Bowling Center
Address: 1200 Gornick Ave, Gaylord
Training – 10:30 am – 11 am, Social 
hour – 11 am- Noon, Lunch Noon – 1 
pm, Meeting at 1 pm.

Submit District Meeting dates and 
information to info@MichiganLegion.
org deadline for the Nov/Dec issue is 
October 10.

Bob Higley
Membership Director  
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I have just returned from our 101st Na-
tional Convention. What an eye-opening 
experience. If you have never attended 
one, I encourage you to try and attend at 
least a couple of days. Legionnaires from 
all 55 departments were there. A wise 
mentor of mine once told me if you want 

to find out what The American Legion is all about you have 
to get outside the comfort of your post. Start by attending a 
district meeting or our fall or winter department meetings. 
New ideas are shared at all of these meetings.

Fall is here, and we are three months into our 2019-2020 
membership year. By now, your post should have reached 
at least 55% of your membership goal. If you do not know 
what your goal is, go to https://michiganlegion.org/mem-
bership and look up the latest membership report. This re-
port is updated every Thursday. I want to congratulate the 
Lekstrum-Burnet Post 107 in Sparta for reaching 133.33% of 
their goal by August 29th. Way to go. This year we have a new 
incentive for members that pay their dues by November 30th. 
Each member that pays by November 30th will be entered 
into a drawing for a free “paid up for life” (PUFL) member-
ship. 

This year’s membership theme is “A Foundation for the 
Future.” In our first one hundred years, the American Le-
gion built a strong foundation. It is up to us to build on that 
foundation. The only way we can do that is by increasing our 
membership. We have to do a better job of communicating 
with our existing members to keep them interested. We have 
to do a better job communicating with the communities we 
live in and with the veterans in our communities. One way to 
do that is by embracing Resolution 20 that was passed at the 
spring National Executive Committee meetings. The resolu-
tion calls for American Legion posts to “promote a fun, pos-
itive public image and attract a new generation of American 
Legion Family members through the planning and operation 
of Family Play Day or Game Night events in their communi-
ties.” For more information on Family Play Day go to Legion.
org and enter family play day in the search bar.

Last year PNC Reistad started the Buddy Check program. 
Our new National Commander Bill Oxford would like to 
continue this program. Please plan on calling past and cur-
rent members around Veterans Day and the Legion birthday. 
Go to legion.org/membership/buddycheck for more infor-
mation. The buddy check is a great way to stay in contact with 
members and see if anyone needs help.

One major change that occurred at this year’s Nation-
al Convention is the change to the Auxiliary eligibility. The 
word wives were changed to spouse. The change allows male 
spouses of eligible veterans to join the Auxiliary. Mention this 
when you are talking to a female veteran. It may encourage 
them to join. 

Also, remember with the passage of the Legion Act we now 
have 600,000 eligible veterans in Michigan that can join The 
American Legion. Their spouses can join the Auxiliary, and 
their sons and grandsons can join the SAL. Let’s get out there 
and renew and retain our current members and recruit new 
members.

Post Redevelopment Committee Report
Jerry Andrus, Chairman

 
Your post-development team is only a phone call 

away.  There is a lot that you can do by yourself to find 
members using Mylegion.org.  For those of you not 
into computers, I know you can use a phone.  The posts 
that have been closing in the last few years all have one 
thing in common.  They are old and usually in smaller 
towns.  When your officers are WWII and Korea, you 
are doomed to close.  We have a couple smaller towns 
that have been identified, and we are working on them, 
but we need your help to find and save these wonderful 
communities and posts. 

Have you ever seen a small business where one person 
owns it and runs it by themselves?  It only lasts as long 
as that owner can run it.  This cycle is the same as these 
small posts with the same commander and adjutant/fi-
nance officers for the last 30 or 40 years.  If you don’t 

believe they are out there take a better look.
When closing your post, the money you have is not 

yours to spend on yourselves.  That money was raised 
for the Legion and the programs of the Legion.  We are 
currently working on getting the money back from one 
post that split the money up between themselves.  DO 
NOT DO THIS if you do have a non-profit that you have 
been supporting for years and would like to leave a lit-
tle with them that is acceptable.  The rest comes back to 
the department, where we will use it to help support our 
programs.  We have posts with very limited funds but 
would like to send a young man to boy’s state.  We then 
have the money to help that young man enjoy a week 
that will last forever in his life.

If you don’t have my number, you can always call 
headquarters, and they will contact me.  But for those 
that read their Legionnaires here, it is (517) 474-6161.
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Department Fall Conference 2019

(Photos above) - The Department of Michigan was honored to host National Vice Com-
mander Richard Heigert of Missouri and the National Leading Candidate Paul Dillard 
of Texas. 

What’s the clowning around?  Dr. Mark Kane visited to 
talk about the ClownVets program and documentary 
helping Veterans dealing with PTSD.  Learn more at 
clownvets.com and find the movie.

Awards

(Left photo) - Dep. Commander Wood and VAR Director Gary Easterling present the Carlton L. Seaman Award for 
best post service officer to John Perry, Allen Park Post 409.  (Middle photo) - Tom Sheppard, 10th District Ser-
vice Officer, Houghton-Higgins Lake Post 245, received the Albert R. Theil Award for best district service officer.  
(Right photo) - The American Legion Family from Birmingham/Troy Charles Edwards Post 14 received the James 
Schutze Award from Dep. Commander Wood and Reconnect Chairman Gary Tanner.

(Left photo) - Dep. Commander Wood and Boys State Director congratulate the 2019 Boys State Governor Max-
well J. Klien, Grand Rapids with his mom and dad.  (Middle photo) - Noah Bock, of Bedford was Michigan’s 
nomination for the 2019 Samsung Scholarship award. (Right photo) - Emily K. Whilden, of Rockford, was the top 
Student Trooper of the 2019.  2019 was the fiftieth year the Department of Michigan has partnered with the Mich-
igan State Police on the Student Trooper program. 

American Legion Family

SAL Detachment Com-
mander Mike Holley and 
Dept. President Georgia 
Downs brought greetings 
to the Legionnaires.

Past Dept. Historian Ernest Berry presented 
Past Dept. Commander Steve Striggow with 
his history book from his year as Department 
Commander.

Rosemary Maciejewski presents $1,000 to the Michigan 
Returning and Wounded Warrior Fund from the 5th Dist-
ict Assoc. Amer. Leg. Aux. to Reconnect Chair Gary Tanner.

The Annual Department Fall Conference is the first gather-
ing of committees and the third meeting of the Department 
Executive Committee.  Friday meetings of the Department 
Standing Committees are held, and reports given on Sun-
day.  Saturday is a full day of training to talk about the new 
programs, program dates, how-tos and to answer ques-
tions of the members department.
Legionniares leave with information and tactics to have a 

successful membership and program year.



Michiganlegion.org | October 2019| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE 9

Around the State...

THANK YOU LEGIONNAIRES!  
Michigan Auxiliary member Ruth 
Gott was elected as National Divi-
sional Vice President and she re-
ceived flowers from the Michigan 
Legion and she says THANK YOU!

Rick Sturim, Post 459, was the winner 
of the Centennial Pistol raffled at the 
Dept. Convention.

Dept Cmdr Wood, Leg. Chair Tim Poxson, 
Rep. Hall, Legionnaire Brian Mohlman, a 
representive from Sen. Bizon’s office met 
with Battle Creek STARBASE program at 
the Battle Creek National Air Guard Base.

(Above)Chairman Gerald Merrell 
presents 2018 DVOP of the year to 
Phil Lemieux.  Phil works out of the 
Paw Paw Michigan Works! Office. 
(Below) Chairman Gerald Merrell 
presents 2018 LVER of the year to 
Calvitta Collins.  Calvitta works as 
a Local Veterans Employment Rep-
resentative in the Wayne Michigan 
Works office.

(July), Frank Wendland Post 253 voted to ‘adopt’ an 
airplane at the Selfridge Military Air Museum, Harrison 
Township. Pictured at the first aircraft wash are (from 
left to right) Jeff Ludeman, Sq. 253 Jr. Vice Commander,  
Dave Leasia, Sq. 253 Adjutant (and Museum Volunteer), 
“our” Cessna O-2A (FAC) Aircraft,  Barb Dempsey, Aux-
iliary Unit 253 President,  Steve Parrow, Post 253 Hon-
or Guard Chairman, John (Jack) Dawson, Post 253 Jr. 
Vice Commander, and Don Wert, Post 253 Commander.

Union City Post 196 and the Colgrove/Woodruff Sons 
of the Union Veterans and the Women’s Relief Corp re-
dedicated the headstone for Private Riley Lahym.  Riley 
was a member of the 1st Michigan Light Artillery, Bat-
tery D. Kaden Smeltzer played taps, and Amber Herman 
sang Amazing Grace.

(Aug. 16) Rep. Julie Calley, MI-87; Post 45 Commander Stephen Carr; Hastings Mayor Dave Tos-
sava; and Dept Cmdr. Barry Wood. Mayor Tossava presented City proclamation making it “Amer-
ican Legion Centennial Weekend in Hastings,” Rep. Calley presented a shadow box with a U.S. 
Flag that had been flown over Capitol building to the Bauer Post 45;  Commander Wood offered 
remarks about the history of the Legion. (Right) Cmdr. Wood addressed the crowd at the Post 
Open House August 17, again re-growth of Legion, first year of. Post; (Middle) Ron Bower of 
Grand Haven Post 28 and cousin to the post namesake spoke.

Livonia City Council recognized the Post 32 Honor Guard 
and the Legion Riders for their outstanding dedication 
and helpfulness to the Vietnam Moving Wall.

Fields-Myers-Smith-Dittenber Post 256 
of St Louis Post Cmdr Dean Clark re-
ceived a quilt block painting from Alivia 
Giles of Wheeler, a senior at Brecken-
ridge High School and 2019 Girls State 
representative. 

3rd District had a GREAT turnout for Friday’s VA Bingo 
in Battle Creek VAMC!  Volunteers from Posts 36, 48, 
79, & 257 all pitched in to provide a great time for about 
70 patients in various VA programs!

(Left) Walter W Cole Post 301, Rapid 
River members (l-r) Robert Greenlund, 
Andy Nelson, and Sandy Lamberg re-
cently received 50-year continuous 
member pins.

Active in and with the Community

The Rheault-Cavis-Moilanen Post 291, in Hubbell, would 
like to convey their immense gratefulness to the Walter 
Durfee Post 311, in Grand Rapids, for their generous do-
nation to help Post 291 with repairs to their Legion apart-
ment that was damaged by the Father Day floods last year.  
Thank you Post 311, we salute you.  Sincerely the mem-
bers of Post 291.



10 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | October 2019| Michiganlegion.org

American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Gary Easterling
Director

Our staff is ded-
icated to pro-

viding the very best 
veterans’ advocacy to 
Michigan Veterans 
and their families.
They can assist with 
Claims Preparation, 
Presentation and appeal counsel in 
Veterans’ benefits services. We can 
assist you and your dependents in 
getting the Benefits that you have 
earned by your service to your 
country. 

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director, 
Gary’s cell no. (313) 549-8557
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6641
Fax (313) 964-5697

al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule

Visit us www.mivabenefits.org 

Veteran Services News
The Richard A. Morrison Combined Advocacy

Training at Higgins Lake

(Higgins Lake) - The Richard A. Morrison Combined Advocacy Training 
returned to the Ralph A. MacMullen DNR Conference Center in 2019 in 
September.  A 190 county veteran service officers and post-service officers 
were in attendance.  The American Legion Department of Michigan, part-
nered with the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency to offer continuing edu-
cation to accredited CVSO’s and to train post service officers on how best to 
guide veterans in need to resources they may need access.  

Department Commander Wood and MVAA Director Zaneta Adams at-
tended the opening session.  Attendees heard about service dogs and the 
state rules defining these roles.  Eve Thao from The American Legion Na-
tional VAR Division was in attendance, giving her expertise on VA claim 
cases she sees in a VA regional office.  Next years training will be back in 
Higgins Lake on September 2, 3, and 4, 2020.  More information will be 
provided as they come available.

VAR Committee Report
Don Howard, Chairman

Blood, Eye, & Vital Organ Committee Report
Lavern Spolarich, Chairman

Giving blood ensures a constant blood supply is available for those 
in need.  It is vital to the nation’s security that an adequate supply of 
blood is always available.   One of the easiest ways to save a life is to 
give blood.  

Another way to save a life is to be an organ donor.  If you do not 
have a donor heart on your Michigan’s driver license, please visit your 
local Secretary of States office to become an organ donor.   

Here are some tidbits you may not be aware of:  February 14th is 
National Organ Donor Day. The fourth week of April is National Chil-
dren Organ Transplant Week, and June 14th is National Blood Donor 
Day.

I want to encourage all posts to encourage members to be organ 
donors, and for posts to host blood drives to promote this important 
program.

10 – 19 gallons: Certificate 
20 – 29 gallons: A plaque and Bronze Citizenship Medal. 
30 – 39 gallons: A plaque and Silver Citizenship Medal. 
40+ gallons: A plaque and Gold Citizenship Medal. 

You can’t think of military service, especially combat experience, 
without thinking about the constant adrenaline rush it causes.  It’s not 
always easy to deal with the reduced adrenaline after your military ser-
vice.  Many times, we find ourselves seeking out alternative methods 
to get that familiar feeling adrenaline provides.  This year the Recon-
nect Committee was fortunate enough to be contacted by Three Balls 
Racing which rents out tracks and sells racing slots to those wanting to 
run their cars.  They hold various racing weekends around the state and 
throughout the Midwest and raise funds for charitable causes during 
these weekends generated through the racing fees and special activi-
ties.  They met with us and decided to name the Reconnect Committee’s 
Michigan Wounded and Returning Warrior Program as their 2019 char-
ity partner.  They have also been working on vehicle modifications to 
allow veterans and wounded warriors to ride along during their hot laps 
on the track.  I was fortunate to ride along at Waterford Hills, and it was 
an amazing experience!  Their end of year event which includes most 
of their fundraising activities including Lifetime membership auctions, 
tin-can auctions, raffles, and fireworks, will take place September 28th, 
2019, at the Grattan Speedway just north of Grand Rapids.  It should be 
a great time!  

Bring in the clowns!  The Reconnect Committee has been involved 
with many alternative therapy methods through the years, but none may 

have been as powerful and successful as the ClownVets program 
has been.  A group of Michigan Veterans who were assisted by 
the Reconnect programs during critical life events that very well 
may have resulted in the taking of their own lives got together 

with Dr. Anthony Peters of the Capt. Lovell Federal Health Care Center 
near Chicago and Dr. Mark Kane who has been their primary therapist 
and they contacted Patch Adams and the Gesundheit Institute to see 
if Humanitarian Clowning would be helpful in the treatment of Veter-
ans dealing with Post Traumatic Stress.  Patch Adams was portrayed by 
Robin Williams in the film Patch Adams chronicling his quest to bring 
Laughter to medicine.  The ClownVets program was created, and af-
ter two successful missions to Guatemala and many missions to local 
VA Medical centers here in Michigan the results have been astounding!  
Clowning with Patch Adams was like playing a round of golf with Ar-
nold Palmer, or one on one basketball with Michael Jordan, and to see 
the healing take place right before our very eyes in a couple of hours was 
breathtaking.  Some members of the ClownVets Platoon, ClownVets 
Producer Mark Kane, and Derek Busby of the Gesundheit Institute and 
personal Assistant to Patch Adams, joined us at our Fall Conference in 
Flint for a special screening of the hour-long documentary ClownVets.

I want to thank the entire Legion Family for their support of the Re-
connect programs through the years!  All of the donation, dinners, car 
shows, walk-a-thons and golf outings!  Thank you so much!  We couldn’t 
do what we do without you!          

Reconnect Committee Report
Gary Tanner, Chairman

Welcome, 2019-2020 Department Commander Barry Wood.  Our 
committee is dedicated to helping you with the first pillar of the Amer-
ican Legion, VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION.

The VA&R Committee wishes to say a big “Thank You” to past De-
partment Commander Steve Striggow for his support to the success of 
the VA&R Committee during his reign as Department Commander.

The committee would be remorse if we did not also acknowledge 
the efforts of Department Adjutant Ron Runyan guidance and Gary 
Easterling for the continued service to our veterans through the assis-
tance of the Department Veteran Service Officers.  Ron and Gary have 
been a great asset in expanding our efforts in supporting Tribal Veter-
an Service Officers and continue to work towards expanding services 
to the United Tribes of Michigan.

The VA&R Committee was expanded to seven regular members.  
The two new members are Bob Gillett and Steve Mango.  A new alter-
nate member was also assigned, Robert Wallin.

The VA&R Committee continues to formulate and expand the du-
ties of committee members.  Tom Sheppard will assist the Director 
VA&R for Post and District Service Officers education and training.  
Sub-committees of the VA&R will be assigned a standing committee 
member as a liaison.  Their duties will be to provide assistance and 
guidance within the sub-committee.  Gary Bourdeau is assigned to 
VAVS/VHVS.  Alfonse VanHese will also assist VAVS/VHVS in the 
5th Zone at Iron Mountain and Marquette Jacobetti Veterans Home.  
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Department Historian Report
Julie Becker

What an exciting time to be your Department Historian. The history of the 
American Legion.

Auxiliary begins back in November 1919 and continues with you. The organi-
zation’s history, like any other history, is more than names and dates. It is about 
its membership and how it developed the ALA’s programs and projects to fulfill 
our mission of serving veterans, service members, and their families who sacrifice 
much for this country of ours. Written history can only tell so much. However, 
when an organization’s history is told through the eyes of its membership, every-
one learns a great deal more about who we are, what we do and why we matter.

Members Remember: This is a two-person project, so find someone to assist you. 
This is also a good time to enlist your Junior members as it is a required activity in 
earning the History Patch. Find a longtime member of the Auxiliary and ask them 
to share their stories in a video. Ask the member questions, for example: If a char-
tered member, their experience in starting a unit, How many generations of their 
family have been members and why, a particular highlight during her membership, 
or community projects they did.

Find a quiet location to conduct the interview. Record with iPhone/ Smart-
phones. Keep in mind that your video file must be either a .mov; .mpeg; or a .wmv 
file extension. Each recording should not be more than 5 minutes long. You can 
make more than one video covering one topic in each video. Next, post your vid-
eo on YouTube. A step by step instructional video on how to upload is located at; 
www.youtube.com/watch??v=_O7iUiftbKU.

Go to YouTube at www.youtube.com and give your video the following title; ALA 
Dept. of MI, Unit ___ Members Remember. Provide a description and tags to help 
people locate the video easily. Under Category, click on Nonprofits & Activism. 
Under Privacy, click on share your video with the world. Finally, click save changes. 

It is time to remind the world who we are, what we do, and why we matter. 
- For God And Country -

Public Relations Report
Lynn Terhune, former Chair

Are you someone who exits the conversation and runs from the room 
when public relations is mentioned?  I would like to invite you to stay and 
become a part of the conversation.  When you break it down to the basics, 
public relations is about communication.  

All the tools you need for public relations are available to you through 
the National website PR Toolkit.  This can be found in the Members Only 
section and it is easy to download.  Scripts are provided for various situa-
tions to promote your events and the auxiliary programs.  

This year as the Auxiliary celebrates 100 years of service to our veterans. 
I challenge you to step out of your comfort zone and talk with people 
about the amazing things our organization does.  If you need some ideas 
on promoting the programs there is a rich history to pull from.  We have 
hundreds of Auxiliary sisters to assist you in coming up with new ways to 
promote our wonderful organization and programs.  Remember that the 
toolkit is also a great resource.

One way to promote the Auxiliary is to wear your Auxiliary t-shirts, 
blouses, and jewelry.  Ladies are usually looking at what you are wearing 
and how you are accessorizing your outfit. Wear a poppy pin or flower 
on your lapel.  I have had many conversations start at places of business 
about the poppy and what it represents to the Auxiliary.  Speak with your 
local high school college advisors and leave a copy of the scholarships 
offered by the Auxiliary along with a Girls State pamphlet to promote the 
programs.  Place membership applications with the materials you leave.  
Also, carry a couple of membership applications with you when you are 
visiting places of business.  It is easier to sign someone up as a member 
when you have the right tools with you!Constitution and By-Laws Overview

Sharon Schulte, Chairman

The Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules are the governing docu-
ments of the American Legion Auxiliary. All members should make them-
selves familiar with their content to ensure that all business is conducted in 
a fair and legal manner. 

All Districts should have copies of the National and Department Con-
stitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules. The District needs to have its’ own 
Constitution and By-Laws and Standing Rules as well. There is not a Uni-
form District Constitution and By-Laws and those should be written based 
on the National and Department documents and the suggestions in the De-
partment Guide. It is the responsibility of the District Chairman to review 
these documents regularly to make sure they are an adequate framework 
for the operation of the District. District and Unit documents cannot be 
in conflict with the department or national documents. Due to changing 
circumstances, they should be reviewed at least every three years.

Units in Michigan write their own Standing Rules but must adopt the 
Uniform Unit Constitution as By-Laws as prescribed by the Department 
of Michigan. These Standing Rules should be reviewed at least every three 
years, and notice should be sent to the Chairman either verifying no chang-
es are needed or with the approved changes made by the Unit for the ap-
proval of the Department Constitution and By-Laws Chairman. Three cop-
ies of the document/changes need to be sent in.

Definitions:
Constitution: Rules that document the fundamental nature and purpose 

of an organization; allows the rules of the organization to conform to the 

principles specified in its charter. To amend the Constitution requires pre-
vious notice and a 2/3 majority of those present and voting. Provisions in 
the Constitution cannot be suspended and must include the Parliamentary 
Authority under which the organization will be governed.

By-Laws: Rules that prescribe how an organization functions. It details 
the officers and their duties; process for nomination and election; members 
and duties of the Executive Committee; what constitutes a quorum: finance 
and audit procedures and the fiscal year; the Parliamentary Authority, and 
like the Constitution, requires previous notice and a 2/3 majority vote to 
amend.

Standing Rules: Rules related to the details of the administration of a Unit 
or District rather than Parliamentary procedure: can be adopted by a ma-
jority vote at any business meeting without previous notice being given.

Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised: Robert’s Rules is your go-to ref-
erence for all things not specifically covered in your Constitution, By-Laws, 
and Standing Rules. Make yourself familiar with the layout and contents of 
this document to make you better prepared to deal with all questions. Don’t 
worry about memorizing the contents. Learn where to find the information 
you are looking for and return to the book when you need it. 

All members are entitled to a copy of the District By-Laws and Standing 
Rules and the Unit Standing Rules at their request. All new members should 
be given copies to assist in their understanding of the American Legion 
Auxiliary. Units should also send a copy of their approved Standing Rules 
to the District Secretary to be kept on file.
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Battle Creek VAMC VA&R Representative
Chris Reed

Greetings from the Battle Creek VAMC!  I’ll be starting my third year as VA&R Representative 
for Battle Creek, and I’m happy to report that things are going great.  We had a very busy year 
with our activities and thanks to the help of so many Units and Posts, all have been very success-
ful.  I want to especially thank my Deputies, Barb Parks and Carol Parks for all of their help and 
guidance throughout the year.

We continue with our monthly Afternoon Parties and Bingos, which take place the 4th Wednes-
day of the month.  There were a total of 13 different Units that participated this year, and their 
help is greatly appreciated.  Just seeing the smiles on the faces of the Veterans makes it all worth it.

In May, we had the PGA Golf Tournament and served burgers, hot dogs, and side dishes to the 
pros and Veterans that attended.  October was the annual Carnival at the VA where we served hot 
dogs, chips and Halloween candy to our Veterans.  A big thank you to the ladies from the Colon 
Unit that help with this event each year.  

December brought the Christmas Gift Shop, which is our biggest event.  A lot of hard work and 
effort goes into the shopping and delivering of the gifts to our Veterans.  We served 226 patients, 
had 22 Units who donated gifts, and 15 Units that gave monetary donations.  Throughout the 
two-day event, we had a total of 75 volunteers who gave a total of 479 hours to the Gift Shop!

This year, we hosted a new event - a New Year’s Eve Party, which was a great success.  We 
worked closely with the R-Vets and provided fried chicken, shrimp cocktail, breadsticks, potato 
salad, coleslaw, baked beans, rolls, veggie/relish trays, and dessert to over 100 Veterans, guests, 
and volunteers.  The tables were nicely decorated, and we were entertained with a live band.  This 
will be an annual event for us and anyone interested in helping out would certainly be welcome.

As most of you know, this year, the Battle Creek VA and ALA will be hosting the National Vet-
erans Creative Arts Festival (NVCAF).  I am a co-chair for the event, and we have been very busy 
already in the planning process.  A few of us were fortunate to attend the event in Des Moines, 
Iowa last year and can assure you it will be a spectacular week!  I appreciate the support that 
many of the Units have given already with both monetary donations and helping out with our 
“Hospitality Shower.”  If anyone has questions regarding the NVCAF, please don’t hesitate to call 
me – (269) 420-1488 or send me an email – ckhud@mei.net.

 The Veterans at the Battle Creek VAMC are always so happy to see the Auxiliary ladies and 
always so thankful for the different events that we sponsor.  We are always in need of help for 
volunteers to cover the Afternoon Parties and Bingo.  If your Unit has any interest, please contact 
either myself or Carol Parks.  We would be happy to assist in any way possible.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve another year as the Battle Creek VAMC Representative.  
It has truly been a pleasure working with all of you.

In Service to Our Veterans

Will you support the Creative Arts Festival in Kalamazoo? 
Please consider a donation from yourself, your unit, ask your post, and SAL squadron, although 

this is hosted by the Auxiliary, it is still a family event. Checks should be made payable to ALA – 
Department of Michigan earmarked for NVCAF and mailed to 212 Verlinden, Suite B, Lansing, MI  
48915.

Make plans to for the main event for Sunday, November 3, with the art and writing exhibition 
starting at Noon.  The stage show performances will begin at 2 pm.  Admission is free, but please 
reserve tickets at nvcaf.ticketbud.com/2019.
Will you volunteer to help?

We, as a Department Auxiliary, have definite responsibilities for the success of this festival in our 
state.  Our main area of concern is the hospitality room.  The room is an area where contestants and 
their family/companions can meet, have a snack, talk, or relax.  We will be providing food, drinks, 
encouragement, and friendship to those who come to our room.  This year we will also host a game 
room where contestants can play pool, Ping-Pong, cards, and other games when they are not taking 
classes or rehearsing for their performance.  We will need to have Auxiliary members in both areas for 
the entire week.  Chris Reed and I have come up with plans to facilitate this.  Please consider working 
at this festival of art and understanding.  
The schedule will be as follows:  (This is tentative)

Sunday, October 27:   Contestants start to arrive.   We start equipping our Hospitality room.
Monday:  October 28:  Hospitality Room open 8:30 am - 9 pm.  We begin welcoming all to our room 

and registration is from 3  pm- 5 pm.  Our welcome bags are pre-stuffed and handed out.  The game 
room is open from 12 pm to 11 pm.

Tuesday, October 29:  Hospitality room is open 8:30 am - 9:00 pm.  The game room is open from 7 
pm - 11 pm — karaoke at 8 pm.

Wednesday, October 30:   The hospitality room is open 8:30am-9pm.  Registration 3 pm - 5 pm.   
Welcome bags are handed out.  Game room open 12pm-5pm., 7pm-11pm.  Bunko at 9 pm.  Welcome 
dinner at 7:30 pm.

Thursday, October 31:  Hospitality room open 8:30am-9pm.  Game room 12pm-11pm.  Companion 
Social 8am-9am.  Movie night 8:30 pm-11pm.  Entertainment 7:00 pm.

Friday, November 1:  Hospitality room 
open 8:30am-9pm.  Game room 12pm-
11pm.  Artist workshop.  Rehearsals for 
Sunday’s performance.  

Saturday, November 2:  Hospitality room 
open. Workshops continue.  Sponsor 
reception. Game room open 12pm-11pm. 
Trivia 9 pm. Air Zoo special event.  

Sunday, November 3:  Departures and 
unloading of the hotel.  Church services 
offered.

That is an overview of the schedule and is 
subject to change at any time.  I hope you 
get a better understanding of the scope of 
this festival and how our Auxiliary is going 
to help make this year a huge success.

Let’s shine for our Veteran first-place 
winners and their companions, as 
ambassadors of our great State.  We want 
their visit to Michigan to be a memorable 
one.

We truly appreciate your support and are 
looking so forward to this awesome event!!!

Legislative Report
Mary Dubay, Chairman

It is the purpose of the Legislative program to provide information and assistance to 
members as they advocate for the legislative agenda of the American Legion.   

Many members question their ability to be effective in contacting their legislators and 
feel that their one call, letter, or email won’t be enough.  If we don’t make that contact, 
who does?  Sometimes it only takes one person or voice to make a movement to start the 
process.

Think about it—the American Legion Auxiliary Legislative program follows the direc-
tion of the American Legion priorities.  

In 1943 the Legion Omnibus Bill which soon became known at the GI Bill of Rights.  
Also, in 2017, we had the signing of the Forever GI Bill.  Most recently, in July of this year, 
there was the passage of the Legion Act, extending the wartime era back to December 7, 
1941.  

You can be sure that the American Legion Auxiliary had a part in advocating for these 
important documents to become a law.  

Please contact your Local, State, and National representatives about laws that concern 
our veterans.  Remember that we are bipartisan and as members of the Auxiliary, we do not 
support any group when we wear our Auxiliary colors.  

Members of Congress can be found at www.senate.gov and www.house.gov.  Be sure to 
visit both www.ALAforVeterans.org and www.legion.rg/legislative/resources for additional 
information on the American Legion legislative priorities.  

While this is not a National or Midyear term election year, many communities do have 
local elections.  Please exercise your right as a citizen and VOTE.

If the Legislative committee can be of any help, please contact us.  Our information is 
available though Department and included in the Legislative Guide.  
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Thank you for electing me your 
National Executive Committeeman. 
I send you greetings from National 
Commander James “Bill” Oxford.  Just 
got back from our National Conven-
tion in Indianapolis with information 
from N.E.C. meetings and plan on 
bringing all the information to the 
Department of Michigan. 

Unfortunately, Commander “Bill” 
has raised your membership goals 
for2019-2020 year. The goal should be 
easy now that the dates are open to all 
veterans that served since World War 
II to present. National Commander 
Oxford is also asking all departments 
to get 100 % reporting on consolidate 
post reports (c.p.r). Last year the De-
partment of Michigan stood at only 
56%. I’m sure we can improve on 
those numbers this coming year. One 
of my many goals. National Com-
mander “Bill” project this year is the 
National Emergency Fund for the 
many national disasters affecting our 
posts.

 I have visited several districts and 
plan on visiting all our districts this 
coming year. 

 I want to thank all of you who do-
nated funds to our leading Candidate 
Paul E. Dillard for National Com-
mander 2020-2021 at our fall confer-
ence.

We should be having a good year 
with the many visits from National 
Officers. We are starting with Leading 
Candidate for National Commander 
Paul E. Dillard, from the Department 
of Texas at our fall conference. Our 
National Commander is planning a 
visit to the Mid-winter conference in 
Flint. 

It was a great honor to host Na-
tional Vice Commander Richard A. 
Heigert from the Central Region, De-
partment of Missouri at our Fall Con-
ference in Flint. Thank you for giving 
him a warm Michigan welcome.    

National Executive 
Committeeman Report
John Knox, NEC

1st Zone Report
Greg Spight, Commander

Thank you, Legionnaires, of the 
1st and 16th Districts for giving me 
the opportunity, privilege, and honor 
of serving, as Zone Commander for 
2019-2020. To say I’m excited would 
be an understatement. This legion 
year provides all of us in the 1st Dis-
trict, the prospect of having a very 
successful year. Our newly merged 
First District now contains 16 posts 
and 2,127 members.  The talent and 
skill level of our district has multi-
plied. The 1st Zone now encompasses 
all of Wayne County, which at the last 
census had the highest number of Vet-
erans, in Michigan at 98,000. Surely 
we can tap into a percentage of them, 
to join our posts. We have already es-
tablished a working relationship with 
the new Wayne County Veteran Ser-
vices Director and the Wayne County 
Commissioners sub-committee on 
Veterans Affairs, in cooperation for 
providing quality services to our Vet-
erans. 

I look forward to tapping into the 
expertise, knowledge, and proficiency 
in the 16th District, in helping the 1st 
Zone be the best it can be. 

Key to our success will be effective 
communications. I want both our 
1st and 16th Districts and post com-
manders to provide the best channels 
of communications available, be that 
websites, blogs or Facebook pages. 
Share information, success stories, 
recruiting opportunities, failures and 
best practices; let us have the best in-
formed blue cappers, in the Depart-
ment of Michigan.

I look forward to meeting and get-
ting to know all our members. It is 
great to be your First Zone Legion-
naire.

2nd Zone Report
Richard Parks, Commander

I want to thank the 4th District for 
the honor of serving as the 2nd Zone 
Commander. I look forward to meet-
ing a lot of new people next year. If 
you have a meeting, event, party or 
any special gathering, I would love to 
know the date and time. If my sched-
ule permits, I would very much like to 
attend. So let me know what is hap-
pening at your Post. I am always up 
for a good time. You can contact me 
by phone at 269-463-6832 or e-mail 
beercanacre@att.net.

The 2nd Zone consists of four dis-
tricts with 117 posts. We have about 
15 Posts that have 15 or fewer mem-
bers. We need to remember that 
membership is the backbone of any 
organization. If you are having prob-
lems with membership, let depart-
ment or me know, and we will see 
what can be done. We belong to the 
world’s greatest organization, so we 
need to spread the word and invite 
veterans to join us. 

JUST ASK! A majority of the time, 
if a person is to join or participate 
in some¬thing, they will if they are 
asked. So ask a veteran if they belong 
or if they would like to join the Legion. 
Let them know what we stand for, Vet-
erans helping Veterans, and tell them 
what your post does for fun. Be active. 
Have projects going one each month. 
Volunteer. Work with your communi-
ty and schools. Be proud to carry your 
membership card and show it.

3rd Zone Report
Bill Hilgris, Commander

As you may already know, big 
changes have come to The American 
Legion with the signing of the Legion 
Act.  All honorably discharged veter-
ans from December 7, 1941 to present 
are now eligible to join the Legion.  
The Legion Act opens a great oppor-
tunity for all of the posts in the Third 
Zone to gain membership.  

Please get out there in your com-
munities and grow your membership.  
Wear your Legion apparel so you can 
begin that conversation. I have already 
visited the Seventh District.  They are 
doing well.  I have also visited the 
Sixth District.

I am looking forward to visiting the 
Eighth and Eighteenth Districts soon.  
I have also installed the officers 

at Neeley La Bar Post 158, in Clio, and 
informed them of the changes. Dis-
tricts please keep me posted on any 
special events that you would like me 
to attend.

I am looking forward to visiting 
each district. 

4th Zone Report
Gary Walter, Commander

Hello Legionnaires. The summer 
has been a busy one.  This year’s mem-
bership conference brought together 
several hundred Legion Officers to 
discuss ways to increase our numbers. 
The Legion Act has brought about 
great changes in who can join the Le-
gion. All veterans who served honor-
ably since 7 December 1941 are now 
able to join.  This means that there are 
an additional 2 to 4 million veterans 
out there that you can recruit.  Each 
post should start working on ideas 
that get the word out to those vets that 
they are welcome at the post.  Then we 
need to work on a plan that best fits 
the post. Finally, we need to enable 
that program and work it.  A plan may 
mean that you would use local media 
or Facebook. Or it could be radio/TV 
ads or community functions.  What-
ever fits your post the best. Think of 
this as not only getting the veteran to 
join but the whole family.  

Use all parts of your post, and work 
together; Sons, Riders, ALA, and 
Legion, all as one.  If each member 
brings in one new or even a past mem-
ber, think of the possibilities.

5th Zone Report
Wendy Sexton, Commander

Greetings from the 5th Zone!  We 
are well underway with a new mem-
bership year, and it is an exciting time 
to be in the American Legion!  Now 
celebrating more than 100 years of 
Veterans Serving Veterans as a Na-
tional organization, this upcoming 
year, many of our posts will be cel-
ebrating 100-year anniversaries of 
their post charters.  What a wonder-
ful way to invite local veterans into 
our organization, especially in light of 
the expanded eligibility window that 
allows any individual to join us after 
having served at least one day in ac-
tive military service since December 
7, 1941, and having been honorably 
discharged.   Let’s get the word out!  

It has already been a busy year for 
many with Michigan Department’s 
Summer Convention in Kalamazoo, 
National Membership Training in 
Indianapolis, and the National Con-
vention in Indianapolis.  Here in the 
Upper Peninsula, post families have 
been busy with numerous activities, 
including marching in Independence 
Day parades, hosting picnics for vet-
erans and their families, assembling 
and installing playground equipment 
in a Veteran’s Memorial Park, planting 
flowers to beautify communities, and 
many other activities too numerous 
to list.  Posts across the 11th and 12th 
Districts volunteered many hours 
staffing an American Legion Family 
outreach booth, twelve hours a day for 
an entire week, at the annual Upper 

Peninsula State Fair held in Escana-
ba.  Legionnaires, Sons, and Auxilia-
ry were able to help refer veterans to 
needed resources, answer questions, 
and solicit membership.  Although fi-
nal numbers haven’t been reported for 
this year’s fair, approximately 92,000 
people attended in 2018.  What an ex-
cellent way to get the word out about 
what we do and who we are!  Also 
during the fair, it was a great pleasure 
to watch Michigan’s Governor and 
numerous legislators congratulate this 
year’s 2019 Upper Peninsula Veter-
an of the Year, Bernard Stanaway, Jr, 
a 20-year member of the Legion and 
a member of Post 44 in Marquette.  
Congratulations!  

A quick reminder to everybody to 
track those hours for next year’s Con-
solidated Post Report!  Let’s keep the 
momentum rolling in the right di-
rection and help our organization to 
grow, grow, grow!  We do wonderful 
things for our veterans, communities, 
State, and Nation! Let’s keep up the 
good work!

For God and Country, always!
1st District Report
Jeff Haeseker, Commander

Now that 1st District and 17th Dis-
trict have merged; all seems to be 
working well. The sun did rise the next 
morning. I am proud of how the Merger 
Committee got out in front of this merg-
er by completing the 1st District Con-
stitution and the 1st District By-Laws 
ahead of time.  Both districts had voted 
on new 1st District officers, what they 
felt should be the best new officers to 
start the new district.  We also had a plan 
in place, just in case it all fell through at 
the State Convention.  Everyone pulled 
together, put their differences aside, and 
worked for the good of the Legion. Now 
we are well on our way as the new 1st 
District (Metro Detroit), and this should 
clear the way for more mergers and re-
districting within the state. 

Our first official tasking as 1st Dis-
trict happened at the Vietnam War Wall 
Memorial when it came to Livonia.  The 
City of Livonia did an amazing job of 
putting the event together. There were 
several planning meetings with them at 
Post 32. The Post 32 Honor Guard per-
formed wonderfully presenting the col-
ors, rifle salutes, and were “on station” at 
the Wall 24 hours. And Post 32 was “all 
hands on deck” for the memorial! Our 
own PDC Dick Chatman was the guest 
speaker for the Opening Ceremony 
and gave a great speech to a very large 
crowd. Our Finance Officer Roger Avie 
addressed the crowd on that Friday eve-
ning, and I was truly honored to speak at 
the Closing Ceremony.  Very happy with 
how things are going so far. 

We all have goals and our wishes to 
accomplish as we go about our dai-
ly business. We all want to do the best 
we can in the position(s) that we hold. 
It takes a lot of driven people to do all 
that the American Legion does.  We’re 
the largest wartime veterans service or-
ganization -devoted to mutual helpful-
ness, advocating patriotism and honor, 
devotion to our fellow service members 
and veterans, with too many programs 
to mention; Legion Baseball, Operation 
Comfort Warriors, legislation, etc. But 

it’s our posts that are the grass-roots 
level involvement within our commu-
nities, a must for the American Legion’s 
continued success. 

Sometimes we get so wrapped up in 
our interests that we lose sight of the 
bigger picture. It happens to all of us. 
Whether it’s the program we’re driving, 
post lounge issues, increasing your unit’s 
bottom line, or running fundraisers. We 
all still need to remember it’s a volunteer 
thing. People (just like us) are donating 
their own time and efforts in order the 
help with the “Mission”, -helping our 
veterans, service members, and their 
families.  Everyone should be given the 
respect that they deserve as volunteers to 
this great organization and cause.   Re-
member, it’s a volunteer thing.    http://
al.aldist1.org/
2nd District Report
Terry Beck, Commander

Hello, 2nd District, this is my second 
year as your Commander and, this is go-
ing to be an exciting year for the Amer-
ican Legion.  

The 2nd District is giving out four 
$500 scholarship to the four counties of 
the district, Jackson, Lenawee, Washten-
aw, and Monroe. The last two years, we 
have had a Raffle to help support our 
youth programs and our committees, 
and we are giving out these scholarships 
as part of the money that we have made 
from this raffle.  

Hopefully, all posts have sent in there 
contracts to receive 225 members into 
their post.  The purpose of this agree-
ment is to allow members of DMS, Post 
225, or any other post to be transferred 
into posts with the member’s permis-
sion. These members must be contacted 
via email, post office letter, phone calls 
or knocking on doors. Once they have 
given department permission to trans-
fer into a post, they will be transferred 
to that specific post they have chosen, as 
long as the post has given department 
permission to transfer them in. 

2nd District Vice Commanders or I 
will be attending post meetings through-
out 2019-2020, we will call first.  Our 
first district meeting will be Oct 6 at the 
Blissfield Post 325.  The SAL meeting is 
from 11 a.m. to Noon, from Noon to 1 
p.m. the Legion Riders will meet, and 
from 1 p.m. till 2 p.m. there will be post 
service officer training.  The Legion and 
Auxiliary meetings will start at 2 p.m.  
Hope to see you all there. We are going 
to have some training this year from the 
department and other sources.

If there is a post that is having prob-
lems with anything, please give me a call.  
We will have a new 2nd District phone 
list made and handed out at the district 
meeting

Commanders, you did a great job last 
year on membership, this year we will do 
the same and better, hope to see you at 
District meetings.

Due to space in the paper 
not all reports are printed 
in this issue, but will be 
made available at michi-
ganlegion.org.
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For immediate coverage, enroll online at www.TheLIT.com/No-Cost-LegionCare

The Legionnaire 
Insurance Trust 
Is Celebrating 50 
Years Of Service!

AND
We are now 
offering a 

ONE AND DONE 
solution to our 
No-Cost-To-You 

LegionCare 
Protection 

 And did you know that starting 1/1/2015, anyone 
enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as 
they maintain their membership in the Legion Family – 
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach 
will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years. 
The LegionCare program will continue to cover you for 
$1,000 of AD&D coverage.
 If the accidental loss occurs when on official Legion 
Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D 
coverage.* This has been arranged on your behalf by 
Your Department of The American Legion.
 As soon as your enrollment is received, LegionCare 
will take effect. Your acceptance is guaranteed**, so 
enroll today.

39893       ©2016 AGIA

Endorsed by Your Department  
of The American Legion

•  This coverage is at NO-COST-TO-YOU
•  LegionCare is now available to ALL Legion Family 

members: Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the 
American Legion. 

•  This coverage has been arranged on your behalf 
by Your American Legion Department. 

•  Regardless of Your Age, health or occupation your 
acceptance is GUARANTEED**

The Facts On LegionCare: CELEBRATING

OF SERVICE
TO LEGIONNAIRES AND 

LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS

DEPARTMENT SPONSORED MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS

Complete details of the coverage are contained in accident only Master Policy MZ0933569H0000A/0001A underwritten 
by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company Cedar Rapids, IA. This plan is not available in all states.

*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of The Legion Family, with current year’s dues paid, could be eligible for 
the $5,000 Accidental Death benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from an official function at which they represent 

his/her Post, Squadron, Unit, District, Department, Detachment or National Organization in an official capacity.

AT#1441735

**This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage 
that meets “minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act.

Adjutant Runyan has imple-
mented some of the items voted 
on at our last meeting of upgrad-
ing and replacing our photocopier 
and folding document systems. 
He has received quotes and infor-
mation for the committee to look 
over, for correcting problems with 
damp walls in the lower level of 
the Headquarters and the correc-
tion of some water issues in the 
parking lot. We are reviewing new 
contracts with our Accounting 
firm for the next three years, and 
we are completing the transfer and 
sale of property in Ecorse that we 
acquired on the cancellation of the 
charter for Post 272. We have addi-
tional items that we will be review-
ing regarding the updating of our 
computer Server, related software 
and check scanning equipment. 
Home Depot has approved our ap-
plication for a grant to upgrade and 
replace the planting in the front of 
the Headquarters Building, and we 
look forward to renewing our rela-
tionship with the  Indian Council 
in the UP for their continuing Ser-
vice Officer. We are just beginning 
the Annual Audit, and that always 
makes for a busy time for the fi-
nance department and the com-
mittee.  It has been a productive 
first fiscal quarter, and the Com-
mittee and I look forward to an 
equally productive second quarter.

Finance Committee
Roger Avie, Chairman

Americanism Committee
Carl Atkinson, Chairman

As we start a new year, we want 
to welcome our returning mem-
bers as well as our newly appointed 
members and those new leaders 
added to the Americanism Com-
mittee from other areas.  New areas 
added to the Americanism Com-
mittee are Fort Custer Natl Cem-
etery Liaison and the Great Lakes 
Natl Cemetery Liaison. The Amer-
icanism Committee now includes 
three subcommittee chairman Jr. 
Shooting Sports, Scouting, and 
Law and Order.

This year the three main goals of 
the committee will be:

1. Set up a committee to update 
our policies and procedures.

2. Develop and share ideas and 
suggestions on how we might ac-
complish our Committee goals 
and objectives in each area of our 
coverage.

3. Also, since our committee 
evaluates the consolidated post re-
ports, I would like to discuss how 
we might encourage more posts to 
submit this report.

The purpose of the American-
ism and Community Service Com-
mittee is to develop and coordinate 
Department activity, promoting 
understanding and appreciation 
of American Government and ac-
tivity in the American way of life 
through youth activities, commu-
nity service, instruction of pro-
spective citizens and immigrants, 
education and education facilities 
and to combat subversive activities.

Committee members are avail-
able at michiganlegion.org/about/
leadership/committees.

Boys State Committee
Jerry Kelley, Chairman

Children & Youth 
Committee
Bob Bigham, Chairman

Legislative Committee
Tim Poxson, Chairman

Permanent Time & Place 
Committee
Jim Wallace, Chairman

Internal Affiars
Committee
Ron McCall, Chairman

The Michigan American Legion 
Boys State Program is an excellent 
way to help young men learn lead-
ership skills that are sought after by 
all organizations, including busi-
ness, education, government, and 
the military. Your Post has an op-
portunity to provide leadership for 
the future.  

The five easy steps to sponsor a 
young man to Boys State are:

STEP ONE: Each Post and 
SAL Squadron selects a Boys State 
Committee Chair. 

STEP TWO: The Post/Squadron 
Committee Chair then contacts 
a Boys State Committee Member 
for assistance and attends District 
Meetings. There they will work 
with the District Committee Chair 
to learn how to find young men 
and how to provide funds to cover 
the cost of sending a young man to 
Boys State, which is $375,

STEP THREE: Contact your lo-
cal high school, Boy Scout Troop, 
or any youth-serving organiza-
tion to share and discuss the im-
portance of Boys State. Share the 
information that was sent to the 
school principal in late October/
early November which can be used 
as a talking point. Be ready to talk 
about, not only Boys State but Girls 
State and all of the Legion youth 
programs. 

STEP FOUR: Find a contact 
person in the school that will help 
and assist you in recruiting at least 
one young man.

STEP FIVE: Complete the nec-
essary paperwork, secure funding 
and submit to Department Head-
quarters.

With every post working at 
sponsoring one young man to Boys 
State, we should be able to surpass 
our goal of 300 delegates to Boys 
State 2019.

School has started and now is 
the time to begin planning, using 
these five steps to sponsor young 
men to attend the Michigan Amer-
ican Legion Boys State Program 
which will be held at Grand Valley 
State University June 14 – 20, 2020.

Every post should sponsor at 
least one young man from their 
local community to attend the 
Boys State Program. The Boys State 
Committee and all of our Boys 
State Volunteers are ready and able 
to assist every post that needs help 
or assistance. 

Want more information or need 
help to get started? Contact a Boys 
State Committee Member, a dis-
trict chair, legion@michiganlegion.
org  or the Boys State Director jkel-
ley2136@sbcglobal.net.

On our first meeting at the 
Fall Conference in Flint, we 
discussed new ways to improve 
the functioning of the Children 
and Youth Committee and to 
find ways to better serve the 
department, Legionnaires, 
veterans and the American Le-
gion.

We also distributed the 
2019-2020 Children and Youth 
pins for one of our fundraisers 
and handed out flyers and pins 
for the Dictionary Project. The 
Dictionary Project has been a 
program of this Committee for 
years. Each book contains, be-
sides the dictionary; our Flag, 
a lesson in Civics, the Declara-
tion of Independence, the Con-
stitution with Amendments, 
bios of the Presidents and the 
list goes on.

Every Post can share these 
books with every elementary 
school in the state. The young 
students benefit from them 
and don’t forget to include your 
contribution to Children and 
Youth on your Post’s Consoli-
dated Post Report under both 
monetary and hours.

Internal Affairs has been 
working diligently since the 
101st Annual Department 
Convention to review rules 
of procedures for the newly 
approved sub-committees of 
Junior Shooting, Homeless 
veterans Task Force, Home 
Town Heroes, and the Michi-
gan American Legion Riders.  
These new committees have 
been active as ad-hoc commit-
tees for some time now, and as 
the needs of our Michigan Vet-
erans are ever-changing, they 
were approved by the DEC and 
members at the 101st Con-
vention for the Department of 
Michigan as Subcommittees of 
several current Standing Com-
mittees.  Please consider sub-
mitting a form to the Depart-
ment of Michigan to serve on 
one of these committees if it fits 
in your wheelhouse of experi-
ence.  As we continue to work 
with the committees to build 
and implement their programs 
and present their purposes to 
the membership at large.  

Internal Affairs continues  
to serve it’s purpose to the 
Department of Michigan, “To 
formulate and recommend 
policies and to oversee the 
implementation of adopted 
policies relating to activities 
conducted for organizational 
purposes including, but not 

limited to, such matters that do 
not properly come within the 
scope of any other Department 
committee; further, to review 
and recommend administra-
tive procedures of the Depart-
ment Headquarters on matters 
referred to this committee by a 
Department officer”

The elections brought us, 
new members of both the 
House and Senate, so we are 
working with them to update 
them with issues that are of im-
portance to Veterans.   By the 
time this issue is printed we 
will have met with U. S. Sena-
tor Stabenow were we are hop-
ing to get her support on some 
Legislative issues that will im-
pact Veterans across this great 
country.  

Also, we will have had a 
chance to take a first-hand look 
at the Battle Creek, Fort Custer 
STARBASE  program, a pro-
gram that is in full operation 
across many states and bases in 
the United States. STARBASE 
is a DOD program held at three 
Michigan National Guard bas-
es, the goal of it is to motivate 
students in middle school 
(5th grade) to explore Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) while stressing 
teamwork, communication, 
and goal setting.  Students who 
live in inner cities or rural lo-
cations, those socio-econom-
ically disadvantaged, low in 
academic performance or have 
a disability are the target group. 
Over 1.2 million students have 
participated in the STARBASE 
program.  This program fits in 
with one of the four pillars of 
the American Legion, Youth, 
and Children.  Thank you to 
SSG Michael A. Dickinson, 
II Post 257 and  Legionnaire 
Brian Mohlman for your work 
with this program and to help 
it become more understood by 
our membership.  

I also would like to encour-
age every member to meet with 
your elected officials at the 
local and state level. We may 
need the support of one or all 
of them on a Legislative issue 
so you should meet with them 
now to get to know them be-
fore we need their support.

Here is a list of approved future 
meetings:
Winter 2020 2/13-2/16, Flint
Conv 2020   6/24-6/28, 
 Kalamazoo
Fall 2020   9/17-9/20, Flint
Winter 2021 2/11-2/14, Flint
Conv 2021   7/8-7/11, 
 Sault Ste. Marie 
Fall 2021   9/15-9/18, Bellaire

Media & Communication 
Committee
Bud Hansberger, Chairman

Media and Communications Com-
mittee held a “special meeting” in Au-
gust.  An opportunity to meet the newly 
appointed members, take a few hours to 
express our thoughts, consider pro’s and 
con’s, and to learn each other’s passions 
and strengths.  Enjoyed some BBQ, 
lemonade, and camaraderie for lunch 
then rolled up sleeves for the business 
at hand.  

Starting with Department Com-
mander Wood’s request to our Depart-
ment Committee Chairs:  set goals for 
improving Committee functions and 
service to our American Legion, De-
partment, Legionnaires, and Veterans. 
The Question: “Why” a Media and 
Communications Committee?  Why?  
Image!  What is the Image of American 
Legion Department of Michigan?  How 
is it perceived and How to improve that 
Image, Publicly and inter Department?    

Motion Via Email had been made 
by Public Relations Director Sutton to 
sponsor Lansing Channel 6 – Veterans 
Voices Program for 2019 seconded by 
Media and Communications Commit-
tee Chairman Hansbarger – Discussions 
by an email thread.  Motion PASSED 
unanimously.  

Topics and discussions continued.  
What can we learn from our own ex-
periences?  What didn’t I know when 
I became a member?  So, what should 
new member packets contain?  A com-
mittee member suggested TLC – Think 
Like a Customer.  What and how should 
we share information and training 
material?  Not just with new members 
but members that are thinking about 
becoming officers or serving on a com-
mittee?   Dropbox links to training ma-
terials, YouTube video’s, training classes 

in the Districts, encourage and pro-
mote mentoring.  What assets do we 
have that are under or unutilized?  What 
assets are over-utilized or may need re-
freshing?  Department Adjutant asked 
a few questions regarding training and 
reporting - committee carefully re-
searched, considered, and gave response 
and requested additional correspon-
dence.  Other topics and communica-
tions continued.  Meeting minutes will 
be presented to the Department Execu-
tive Committee for adaption.   

We decided that each committee 
member would research and give feed-
back on a topic at our next meeting.  
Topics like:  Committee monthly meet-
ings via conference calls, processes and 
terminology, The BE’s and Don’t BE’s, 
Social Media, etc. 

Department Finance 
Officer
Skipper Townes

We need more than ever to make 
sure our tax-exempt status is current 
at the post and district level. Checking 
the status starts with checking your 
Employer Identification Number ( 
EIN ) and making sure it is not on the 
revoked listing by the IRS. Along with 
our 990 tax returns being done and up 
to date. Some post are on this list and 
do not know it. I would ask that the Post 
Commander and Post Finance Officers 
work together and ensure that your post 
is current and not on the IRS revoked 
list. You can go to the IRS website at 
www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-
exempt-orginization-search. Just put in 
your EIN only. When it comes up on 
the screen click on the information that 
comes up for your post. This tells you 
the status of your post and whether your 
post is in good standing or not. Should 
it say it has been revoked DON’T WOR-
RY you can get your tax-exempt status 
back. This site also tells you if your 990 
tax return is up to date and when it last 
one was filed. Should you have problem 
looking it up, you may call the IRS at 
(877)829-5500 extension 4. 

You may be asking “why do we need 
an EIN?” You will need an EIN to have 
tax-exempt status according to the IRS. 
Where we are member of The American 
Legion Nation Organization we fall un-
der 501 (C) (19) for tax-exempt status. 
Without an EIN a post would have to 
file taxes on all income that comes to 
the post from membership to donations 
to etc.
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The American Legion 
Youth Cadet Law 

Enforcement Program

William D. & Jewell
Brewer Scholarship

• Scholarship available to only Michigan residents who are attending high 
school or college – no bachelor’s degree, 

• Who are a son, daughter, grandchild or great-grandchild of a war-time vet-
eran planning to or are attending any nationally accredited college or uni-
versity.  

• Selection is based on a student’s G.P.A. of 2.5 or higher, financial need, par-
ent’s or grandparent’s honorable active war-time military service, goals and 
intentions.  

 
Scholarship form along with requested information must be received in the Amer-
ican Legion Department of Michigan office by the deadline date of January 13, 
2020 (not postmarked by).  

www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships
The scholarship award amount is $500 and not renewable.

Do you know a  9th, 10th, 11th, or 
12th grader in need of 

college money?

Who can give a prepared oratorical pre-
sentation and an impromtu speech?

Who has an interest in the U.S. Consti-
tution? Contestants have an opportunity 
to win $800 to $1,500 in scholarship money at 
the department level.  Those moving on to the 
National Contest will receive $1500 for each 
level they move up to and compete for up to 

$18,000 in scholarship money at the National Oratorical Finals.
 

2020 Program deadlines:
• Contestant must register with the American Legion Department of Michigan 

by Tuesday, November 19, 2019

• Zone contests must be completed by February 10, 2020 

• Department contest will be March 7, 2020
If you are interested visit your local American Legion Post or contact the American 
Legion Department of Michigan to register for more information.

www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships
This contest is open to ALL high school students in the 9th to 12th grade and 

contestants may compete multiple years, unless they win the National Finals

Do You Know a high 
school student, 16 to 18 
years old interested in a 
law enforcement career?

Michigan State Troopers and Law Enforce-
ment Officers from around the State will 
show you what their life is like every day on 
the job.  They bring their personal experience 
to the teachings of the day.

You will learn:
• Proper gun safety while live-firing 

handguns under the supervision of the 
Michigan State Police firing range of-
ficers.

• Self-defense techniques
• The adrenaline rush of underwater res-

cue and recovery in the training center 
pool

• Crash site investigation
• First aid
• Police K-9 units and their incredible 

abilities
• Basic “CSI- Crime Scene Investiga-

tions”
• Intense physical training (Yes, you 

will run!)
• How to work as a team

Top Student Trooper of the week 
wins a $1,000 College Scholarship
3 other categories win $500 each

Class is being offered: July 12-17, 2020 
(Application deadline May 18, 2020)

Cost to attend is $390 per student.  Ask 
your Post, Auxiliary, Sons of the Legion, 
civic organization, 
local business, or 
other organization 
to sponsor them.

Speak Up for College Dollars
American Legion Oratorical Contest

Do you know a high school/
college student who is the 
decesendent of a war-time 

era veterean?
Who will be attending any nationally 

accredited college or university? Guy Wilson Scholarship
• Scholarship only available to Michigan residents attending high school and

• A son, daughter, grandchild or great-grandchild of a war-time veteran plan-
ning to attend any Michigan accredited college or university.  

• Selection based on a student’s G.P.A. of 2.5 
or higher, financial need, parent’s or grand-
parent’s honorable active war-time military 
service, goals and intentions.  

 
Scholarship form along with requested informa-
tion must be received in the American Legion-
Department of Michigan by the deadline date of 
January 13, 2020 (not postmarked by).  

 
www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships

Scholarship award amount is $500 
and not renewable

Do you know a high school/college 
student who is the decesendent of 

a war-time era veterean?

Who will be attending a Michigan accredited 
college or university?
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Eagle Scout of the Year 
Award

The American Legion 
Baseball Scholarship

The American Legion 
Department of 

Michigan 
Robert Turner 

Baseball Scholarship

For the most up to date information on American Legion Department of Michigan Scholarships 
please visit: www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships

For applications, email:legion@michiganlegion.org or call 517-220-2754

Any Team Manager or Head Coach of an American Le-
gion (Post – affiliated) team may nominate one player for 
consideration of this award. 

The scholarship application is found online at: 
https://www.legion.org/baseball/resources   (look under 
the players section of the website for the Diamond application)

Each Department (state) Baseball Committee will se-
lect a registered American Legion Player who best meets 
the qualifications as the 2020 American Legion Baseball 
Scholarship winner. Each department winner will receive 
a scholarship from The American Legion of $500 or more.

Robert (Bob) Turner was born 
in 1922 in Woodsfield, OH. As a 
child, his family moved to Crystal, 
MI in 1935. Bob served in the United 
States Army Air Corp. during World 
War II from October 1942 until his 
honorable discharge in March of 
1946; reaching the rank of Sergeant. 
He was stationed on Seymour Island and received a Good Con-
duct Medal, Pacific Star, and Asiatic Pacific Campaign Med-
al. In the middle 1970s, his oldest son Bryce played Michigan 
American Legion Baseball. Bob supported the team by attending 
many of the games and was a life?long fan of baseball. The initial 
“seeds” for the Robert Turner Scholarship were donated in honor 
of his life and memory. The vision and hope is that this academic 
scholarship fund will “grow” to support and invest in many more 
youth seeking to fulfill their dreams in the years ahead.

    Scholarship is available only to Michigan residents who 
have graduated from high school, are on a 2018 American Le-
gion Baseball Team roster filed with the National Headquarters, 
and who are planning to attend any nationally accredited college 
or university. Selection is based on the application information, 
the student’s GPA of 2.5 or higher, and two letters of testimony 
(one from the American Legion coach or team manager, and the 
other from a community leader, school official or minister). The 
scholarship award amount is $500. Deadline date is July 3, 2020 
(not postmarked by).

Scholarships and Programs specifically for high school 
girls can be found at the Michigan Auxiliary web site  
www.michalaux.org  (select scholarships on the right)
The American Legion Auxiliary hosts a Girls State program similar to 
the Boys Sate.  

Find information at www.michalaux.org
2020 Memorial Scholarship $500.00
2020 Non-Traditional Student $500.00
2020 Medical Career Scholarship $500.00

$20,000 Samsung Scholarship through the Girls State 
Program  See their National site for 3 more scholarships  www.alafor-
veterans.org (under “What we do”)

Is your son or grandson a reg-
istered and active member 
of a Boy Scout Troop, Varsi-
ty Scout Team, or Venturing 

Crew?

Does your American Legion, 
Sons Squadron, or Auxilia-
ry Unit charter a Boy Scout 
Troop, Varsity Scout Team, 

or Venturing Crew?

Department Eagle Scout Award $1,000
National Eagle Scout Award $10,000

Eligibility Requirements
THE NOMINEE MUST:
• Be a registered, active member of a Boy Scout 
Troop, Varsity Scout Team, or Venturing Crew 
chartered to an American Legion post, American 
Legion Auxiliary unit or Sons of The American
Legion squadron.
OR
• Be a registered, active member of a chartered Boy 
Scout Troop, Varsity Scout Team, or Venturing 
Crew, and the son or grandson of a Legionnaire, 
Sons of The American Legion or Auxiliary mem-
ber.
AND
• Received the Eagle Scout Award.
• Be an active member of his religious institution 
and must have received the appropriate Boy Scout 
religious emblem.
• Have demonstrated practical citizenship in 
church, school, Scouting, and community.
• Have reached his 15th birthday and be enrolled 
in high school at the time of selection.
• Reside in the department (state) to which he ap-
plies 

Note: Eagle Scouts still in high school who 
reached their 18th birthday during the nomina-
tion year remain eligible if otherwise qualified.

Do you know a young 
American Legion Baseball 

player?

American Legion Legacy 
Scholarship

Do you know a child of a fallen 9/11 
servicemember?

Or
Do you know a child of aVA-rated, post 
9/11 veteran with a combined disability 

rating of 50 percent of higher?

Since the inception of The American Legion Leg-
acy Scholarship in 2001 following the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks, The American Legion has offered its 
support to the children of fallen post-9/11 service-
members through this scholarship. Beginning with 
the 2017 award year, The American Legion expanded 
the scholarship to include children of VA-rated, post-
9/11 veterans with a combined disability rating of 50 
percent or higher. Our organization remains commit-
ted to honoring the memory and service of our fallen 
and disabled comrades by ensuring their children are 
afforded the best possible educational opportunities.

Financial Aid Offered
The total amount of Legacy Scholarship money 

to be awarded varies based on the amount of dona-
tions received each year and the total amount of in-
come derived from interest on the trust each year. Fifty 
percent of each amount is made available for awards 
each year – beginning with the 2017 award year. Each 
award made is good for one year and may be up to 
$20,000. The amount of each award is determined by 
the financial need of that student as determined by 
fiscal information provided by the applicant during 
the application process. Depending on the amount of 
total money available for award, the number of appli-
cants and the total need in a given year, all applicants 
might not receive an award. However, The American 
Legion will strive to offer as many awards as possible.

To learn more and apply visit:
https://www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy


