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The PresidenT signs The Legion AcT!
11 Key Things you need to know
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With President Trump’s signature on 
the LEGION Act, the ongoing declared 
period of war was extended back to Dec. 
7, 1941. The congressionally approved act 
is a way to honor thousands of veterans 
who were killed or wounded on duty 
during periods not previously considered 
a time of war.

“Finally Congress has acknowledged 
the service and sacrifice of at least 1,600 
veterans who died or were wounded in 
previously undeclared periods of war,” 
said American Legion National Judge 
Advocate Kevin Bartlett.

“This new law honors the memories 
of those veterans while allowing other 
veterans from those previously undeclared 
eras to receive all the American Legion 
benefits they have earned through their 
service.”

The LEGION Act – Let Everyone Get 
Involved in Opportunities for National 
Service Act – also redefines The American 
Legion’s membership eligibility dates. The 
eligibility now spans from Dec. 7, 1941, 
until a time when the U.S. is no longer at 
war, as determined by Congress.

Here are answers to 11 key 
questions about the new law and 
what it means for The American 
Legion.

Question: How does this change 
the eligibility requirements 
for The American Legion? 
Answer:  The only change is that 
Congress has reduced the number 
of eligibility periods from seven to 
two. They are April 6, 1917, to Nov. 
11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941, and 
continuing.   No other restrictions 
are changed.

Question: What’s the 
impact on veterans who 
previously were not eligible for 
American Legion membership? 
Answer:  Veterans who were 
honorably discharged but 
whose service did not fall into the 
previous defined war eras may now 
join The American Legion immediately.   
To do so, eligible members may sign up 
at www.legion.org/join.

Question: I am among the veterans 
who were not allowed to join previously, 
so why do you want me now? 
Answer: The American Legion’s founding 
fathers believed, “a veteran is a veteran,” 
an axiom that has held true throughout 
the organization’s more than century of 
service. Some veterans were ineligible 
to join because of the war eras that were 
defined by Congress. The recent bill 
passage and president’s signature changed 
that.

Question: So how does this differentiate 
The American Legion from AMVETS? 
Answer: The American Legion’s eligibility 
criteria states that veterans must have 
served during “wartime.” When Congress 
decides the U.S. is no longer in a state of 
war, the Legion’s membership eligibility 
period will close, while AMVETS will 
still be open to those who served.

Question: How does this affect the 
Sons of The American Legion (SAL)? 
Answer: The Sons’ eligibility criteria will 
change along with that of The American 

Legion. Any son or grandson of a living 
American Legion member will be able 
to join the SAL program. (Sons and 
grandsons of deceased veterans are also 
eligible.) For example, a son of a veteran 
who served between 1985 and 1988 
previously would not have been eligible.

With the extension of the war period, 
that veteran would immediately be 
eligible for The American Legion and the 
son would be able to join the SAL.

Question: How does this 
affect the eligibility for the 
American Legion Auxiliary? 
Answer: This follows the same concept as 
the SAL, as noted previously. Membership 
in the American Legion Auxiliary 
is currently open to grandmothers, 
mothers, sisters, wives, and adopted 
female descendants of eligible veterans. 

Question: How does 
this affect membership for 
departments, districts and posts? 
Answer:  This change opens up 
American Legion membership to 
millions more veterans who likely live 
in your communities. They may become 
members immediately.

Question: The current membership 
applications don’t address the eligibility 
change. How do we process those members? 

Answer: New membership materials will 
be developed and provided as quickly as 
possible. Until then, it is recommended 
that prospective members from a 
previously undocumented war era write 
“Other Conflicts” in the eligibility date 
section and send it in to their department 
with the appropriate dues.

Question: What steps should 
departments, districts and posts focus on? 
Answer:  A good first step would be to 
review all recruiting materials to look for 
eligibility dates. Information on electronic 
media (websites, social media channels, 
etc.) should be changed immediately. It is 
up to departments to decide on the best 
way to handle printed materials, while 
updated ones are being produced.

Question: How does this change 
the Paid Up For Life program? 
Answer:  There are no changes to the 
PUFL program, though the newly eligible 
members would be able to become 
PUFLs. To learn more about the program, 
visit  https://www.legion.org/PUFL.

Question: Who can I contact for more 
information about this change as it 
applies to membership and recruiting? 
Answer:  Visit    www.legion.org/
membership/contactus  to find the 
representative in your state.
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The Sunday after 
the 4th  of July 
(Independence Day) 
is an excellent time to 
preach on the Army 
Chaplain’s motto,  “PRO 
DEO ET PATRIA”  “For 

God And Country”  and I did!  I have worn 
the pin on my Army greens for 20 years 
and still do on my American Legion cap.  It 
has been my life for 39 years. My goal has 
been to give them both 100% at the same 
time. While serving my country, I serve 
God;     and while serving God, I serve my 
country.   How do I do that? While in the 
Army, I wore my uniform with my chaplain 
cross very visible, and soldiers sought me 

out for spiritual counsel, for prayer, and 
encouragement in difficult times. While 
in my church, I wore my military uniform 
and prayed for soldiers and shared stories 
of those who have served our country in 
courageous ways. I appreciate churches who 
display the American Flag and the Christian 
Flag together. I have been asked to lead in 
numerous memorials for veterans and say 
God honors those who have served as I did 
at our convention. 

Sunday’s sermon, spoke from the New 
Testament, first, as Jesus, was being tested 
with a crowd of politicians and religious 
leaders. With a coin, he said, “Give to 
Caesar’ his due, and to God, what belongs 
to Him.”  The people gave taxes to support 
the military, roads, buildings, and their 
protection. In their giving, they were 
helping their country do their job in taking 
care of them as well. Giving to God they 
worshipped Him in the temples and gave 

their tithes as well. 
They served God 
by being a good 
citizen.   The Bible 
says, “The authorities 
are working for God 
when they fulfill their 
duties. Pay then what 
you owe them. Show 
respect and honor for 
them all.”    WE BELONG TO GOD!   WE 
BELONG TO OUR COUNTRY!

My responsibility for God and Country 
is threefold (as it comes from the Bible):  1)  
PRAY FERVENTLY, for my country’s 
leaders;     2) LIVE FAITHFULLY   so that 
no one can accuse you of wrongdoing;   3)  
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF THE 
BIBLE  that God is blessing this nation, 
becoming the Great Nation that it is 
today,  and will always be blessed by God. 
Can we all be for God and Country?  YES!   

Thank You Michigan 
American Legion Family!
John Kinzinger, WACU President 

Representing Warriors And 
Caregivers United (WACU), I want 
to thank Wilwin at Cygnet Cove and 
all its supporters for making Wilwin 
available for our annual event. It made 
a great difference for our PTSD warrior 
families.

We appreciate the visit we had for 
four nights in June at Wilwin. Our 
group of families, several with tents, 
enjoyed time sharing and connecting 

with other warriors (17), caregivers 
(17) and children (26), on similar 
journeys to their new normal life after 
their military service. Just walks in the 
beautiful woods, some swimming, float 
boat cruising around the lake, horse 
therapy, games and great meals made 
for a great time.

We wish to thank all the Michigan 
Legion Posts, Auxiliaries, Sons of the 
Legion, Legion Riders, and others for 
supporting Wilwin at Cygnet Cove with 
your contributions of money, time and 
concern for the effect Wilwin has on 
warrior families.

Our WACU unspoken mantra is to 
“Save One More.” Thank you for helping 
us with our efforts, as we provide 
opportunities for groups like ours to 
meet in a safe and non-judgmental 
place of sharing and caring. Our goal 
is to save our PTSD warriors from 
choosing suicide through these family 
events. The families are the forgotten 
ones. Wilwin made this family event 
happen.

WACU sincerely thanks all of you 
who support making Wilwin at Cygnet 
Cove a place for healing.

Welcome to the Department of 
Michigan’s 2019 Fall Conference.

National Leading Candidate
Paul Dillard, Texas
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headquarters

The FuTure is here: Moving inTo The nexT 100 Years 

Leave a Leacy to World War II Veterans

Barry Wood
Department Commander

Ron Runyan 
Department Adjutant 

 Great news! 
Another Legion 
year has begun, 
and on July 30 the 
President signed 
the Legion Act 
into law. Now there 
are thousands of 

more veterans eligible for Legion 
membership. Let’s reach out to 
these veterans to let them know we 
want them to be part of this great 
organization. Be ready to explain to 
these prospective members what the 
Legion is and how your post supports 
the community and Legion programs.

Communications has been and 
continues to be, a major talking 
point for me. Communicating 
members, veterans and communities 
are important to ensure that they 
all know what we are and what we 
are doing in our posts. Please know 
and understand the pillars of The 

American Legion, using 
this knowledge to converse 
with local service clubs, city 

councils, county commissions, our 
members and other groups. 

We have outstanding youth 
programs. Let’s make an effort starting 
today to make the widest audience 
possible aware of these programs and 
make that same effort to allow youth 
to participate in these programs.

The first 100 years of The American 
Legion has brought about great 
change for our veteran population, 
our communities, and our nation. 
Let us use these accomplishments of 
the first hundred years to continue 
to grow The American Legion, 
Department of Michigan as we begin 
the second 100 years of service.
Commander’s Special Project

My special project for 2019-2020 is 
“Scouting at WILWIN.” The American 
Legion has supported scouting for 
100 years. Many posts in Michigan 

are charter organizations for scouting 
units. Our charter representatives 
are an important link between our 
posts and the scouting units. To 
assist with furthering scouting within 
Michigan, I hope to see infrastructure 
put in at WILWIN to make the 
scouting experience better. We need 
a bathroom and shower facilities for 
sanitation. We need tent platforms for 
comfort and safety. We need compass 
courses, orienteering courses, skills-
building stations, and more for scouts 
to be able to earn merit badges to 
advance in scouting. I hope this 
fund-raising effort will ensure this 
can happen.

Consider attending the Fall 
Conference as there will be many 
opportunities to receive training on 
a number of issues. The conference 
is also an opportunity to discuss your 
questions with subject matter experts. 

Thank you for being a part 
of the greatest Veterans Service 
Organization.

Past Department Commander
Mike Williams

Passed away unexpectedly on July 
26, 2019 at the age of 69. Mike was 
born in Jackson, MI, August 1, 1949. He 
proudly served 12 years as an Airborn 
Ranger, 101st Division and also served 
2 tours of duty during the Vietnam 
War. Mike was a member of the Amer-
ican Legion Post #15 and was the State 
Commander of the Michigan American 
Legion from 2007-2008. 

Headquarters has a new fax number:  (517) 689-6100

The “Arsenal of Democracy” is one of the 
major reasons the United States won World 
War II.   Michigan played a critical role in 
the manufacturing of supplies, tanks, planes, 
bullets, and so many other components that 
our Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines needed to 

fight.  Keeping that memory alive is critical to 
the future generations to remember the sacrifices our parents, and 
grandparents made to win the war.  

Many of you are aware of the “Honor Flights” made to Wash-
ington, D.C. for WWII veterans to see their memorial.  That mis-
sion for all WWII veterans is coming to an end, but the desire to 
continue a mission is alive and well.  Honor Flight of Michigan has 
changed its mission to create a WWII Memorial right here in Mich-
igan.  It will be located at Woodward and 13 Mile Rd. in Royal Oak.  

The organization has an opportunity for you to leave a legacy for 
your WWII veteran, your posts, or another veteran you know, may-
be you.  The Michigan WWII Legacy Memorial is selling personally 
inscribed bricks that will be laid around the memorial.  This brick 
can be a reminder to everyone who sees it, that your loved one is 
not forgotten, or your post remembers.  

Bricks start at $100 for a 4 x 8-inch brick with inscription.  The 
proceeds will help build and maintain the memorial and forever 
honor those whose name is on the brick. To learn more about the 
memorial visit www.michiganww2memorial.org, click How to 

help, then click Honor a Loved one.

The Department of Michigan has committed to having some 
bigger bricks laid and hope you will join us in honoring our WWII 
veterans, and the families that served with them. 

Over 620,000 Michigan residents served in WWII’s armed 
forces, and 15,458 never came home. Many of our heroes have 
already faded into history. Don’t let their legacy fade away too. 

Thank you in advance for your donation.
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District MeetingsMembership News
Time Matters For Membership 
Goal Attainment

2020 Department Membership Goal: 64,290

Bob Higley
Membership Director  

1st District
Sep 9, Post 147, Northville
Nov 12, Post 32, Livonia, NOTE: 
Held Tuesday instead of Monday
Jan 13, 2020, Post 390,  Livonia, K of 
C, 19801 Farmington Rd.
Mar 9, 2020, Post 391, Plymouth
May 11, 2020, Post 32, Livonia
June 8, 2020, Post 147, Northville
Meeting begin at 7 pm.

2nd District
Oct 6, Post 325, Blissfield
Jan 12, 2020, Post 29, Jackson
March 8, 2020, Post 31, Chelsea
April 25, 2020, TBA, Memorial 
service.
11 am-Noon SAL, Noon-1 pm 
Riders, 1 pm-2 pm PSO, 2 pm – 4 
pm Meeting 

3rd District
Sep 8, Post 298, Battle Creek
Nov 3, Post 54, Battle Creek
Jan 5, 2020, Post 52, Coldwater
Mar. 1, 2020, Post 196, Union City
May 3, 2020, Post 55, Albion
Executive Board at 11:30 am, Lunch 
at noon, Meeting at 1 pm

4th District

5th District
Sept. 12, Post 376, Marne
Nov 14, Post 208, Kentwood
Jan 9, 2020, Post 179, Grandville
March 6, 2020 Post 6, Holland
May 14, 2020, Post 28, Grand Haven
All District Post Meetings and E 
Board Meetings are at 7 pm
All E Board Meetings at Post 179, 
Grandville. 
E. Board Meetings on Aug 8,Oct. 10, 
Dec. 12, Feb. 13, 2020, April 9, 2020, 

and June 11, 2020.

6th District
Lunch at noon – Meeting at 1 p.m.
Sept. 8, Post 419, Pinckney
Nov. 10, Post 238, Holt
Jan. 12, 2020, Post 269, Haslett
Mar. 8, 2020, Post 294, Swartz 
Creek
May 10, 2020, Post 64, Flint

7th District
Aug. 4, Post 4, Mt. Clemens
Oct 20, Post 293, Sebewaing
Jan 12, 2020, Post 16, Lapeer
Mar. 15, 2020, Post 7, Caro
May 17, 2020, Post 4, Mt. Clemens

8th District
Sept. 8, Post 439, Saginaw
Nov. 3, Post 452, Stanton

9th District
September 28 at Post 10, Manistee
December  7 at Fife Lake Post 219
March 14, 2020 at Traverse City 
Post 35
May 9, 2020 at Hesperia Post 411

Noon Executive Meeting, Lunch 
1:00, General meeting 2:00 

10th District
Sept. 14 at Oscoda Post 274
Nov. 2 at Farwell Post 558
Jan. 11, 2020 Luzerne Post 162
Mar. 7, 2020 Grayling Post 106
May 2, 2020 Linwood Post 239

11th District/12th District/UP 
Association Meetings
Oct. 5, Post 349, Little Lake
Jan 12-19, 2020 Winter Tour

16th District
Sept. 10, Post 409, Allen Park
Oct. 8, Post 389, Riverview (Serv. Off. 
Sch.)
Nov. 12, Post 337, Flat Rock
Dec. 10, Post 478, Southgate (Serv. 
Off. Sch.)
Jan. 10, 2020, Post 232, Dearbonr 
Heights
Feb. 11, 2020, Post 364, Dearborn 
(Serv. Off. Sch.)
Mar. 10, 2020, Post 217, Wyandotte
Apr. 14, 2020, Post 426 (Serv. Off. 
Sch.)
May 12, 2020, Post 67, Lincoln Park, 
Memorial/Elections
June 9, 2020, Post 396, Garden City
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m., PSO 
school begins at 6:30 p.m.
Memorial service 6:30 p.m.

18th District

19th District
Sept. 14, Post 463, South Boardman
Dec. 7, Post 458, Gaylord Bowling 
Center
Mar. 7, 2020, Post 458, Gaylord 
Bowling Center
May 9, 2020, Post 458, Gaylord 
Bowling Center
Training – 10:30 am – 11 am, Social 
hour – 11 am- Noon, Lunch Noon – 
1 pm, Meeting at 1 pm.

Submit District Meeting dates 
and information to info@
MichiganLegion.org deadline for the 
October issue is Sept 10. 

Greetings fellow Legionnaires, 
A new membership year has 

started and renewal notices for 
the 2020 year have been sent out 
by National. We still have several 
posts in Michigan that have not 
turned in their officer list, yearly 

audit, and post fidelity crime insurance form (bond). 
Your post will not receive your 2020 membership cards 
until those forms are turned in. Please get those forms 
in if you haven’t done so. I’m sure your members that 
have paid their 2020 dues are waiting for their cards.
Membership, membership, membership. 

That’s all it seems we hear about. Why is 
membership so important? Well, without members 
you wouldn’t have a post. What? What do you mean? 
We have a post. It is on Main Street. No. That is your 
post home. Your members are your post. In Michigan, 
we have 386 posts, and only half of them have a post 
home. Those without a post home meet in town halls, 
libraries, museums, community centers, etc.  They 
are some of the more active posts in Michigan. They 
are promoting our Legion programs or programs 
the post has developed, and their community knows 
The American Legion exists and what it stands for. 
If your post wants to recruit new members, younger 
members, you have to be known. The way to get 
known is to get active in your community. I have heard 
from Legionnaires that the young veterans won’t join. 
Well, I can tell you they will if you host family-friendly 
activities. My post hosts a function every week. At 
one of our coney dog and root beer float nights, we 
signed up two families. The fathers joined the Legion, 
the wives joined the Auxiliary, and the sons joined the 
SAL. It can be done.

The Legion Act is now law; it is time to get recruiting 
all veterans that honorably served one day of active 
duty service since December 7, 1941.  They are now 
eligible to join The American Legion. I hope to see a 
flood of new members now that it is the law. I have 
heard several Legionnaires say they know someone 
that missed our eligibility dates. It is time to sign them 
up. Make sure to carry some membership application 
forms with you so you can get these potential members 
signed up.

Fall Conference starts on Friday, September 20th, 
and ends on Sunday, September 22nd. There will be 
training sessions on Saturday, September 21st. The 
membership training session will start at 2:30 pm. 
I hope to see a full room. Don’t forget about your 
District meetings. Good information is shared at these 
meetings. You also have a chance to meet other posts 
in your District and share what has worked at their 
post.

The membership and post-development committees 
are here to help you. Membership goals have been 

posted on the department membership reports, 
available on the michiganlegion.org/membership 
website. New membership incentives have been 
established for the 2019-2020 membership year. They 
are in this issue of the Legionnaire. Get your post 
membership team going now. Remember to Renew, 
Retain, and Recruit new members. Let’s make the 
Department of Michigan number 1 in membership 
this year.

2020 Post Membership Incentives are on 
page 17 of this publication.

Coming soon to a membership report will be color 
coded numbers to show posts that have achieved 
goals, who are close, and those needing help.

U.P. Membership Director
Gary Lane

The 2020 U.P. Membershipship 
Director is U.S. Marine Veteran, 
past 5th Zone Commander, past 
12th District Commander, and past 
Post 21 Commander Gary Lane.

Contact Gary at (906) 284-3309 
or email at commanderglane@
gmail.com for assistance.  Gary 
is ready to assist your post make 
100%.
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2020 Celebration of Service and Not Self for 100 years
Department Executive Committee 101

Official Call to Second Department Executive 
Committee Meeting

Where has the 
summer gone? 
During July and 
August, I have 
made trips to 
Cadillac Post 94 
for their 100-
year celebration 
and their 100th 

anniversary. I have made visits to the 
office on several occasions for budget 
meetings. I always enjoy my visits to 
Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove, what an 
amazing retreat for our veterans and 
their families. I will be attending our 
National Convention in Indianapolis 
August 23 – 29.

I am looking forward to our celebration 
of service and not self for 100 years. 

We are quickly approaching fall, which 
will bring us to the Fall Conference in 
September. I want to emphasize DEC 
101. We are never too old to learn, 

and there are times we could use a 
little refresher. For example, from our 
Standing Rules; 
GOVERNANCE: 

Our governing body is responsible 
for setting the strategic direction of 
the organization and oversight of the 
finances, operations, policies, and 
programmatic performance. The 
governing bodies shall:

Ensure that the organization conducts 
all communication, business, and 
transaction with integrity and honesty.

Ensure that policies of the organization 
are in writing, clearly articulated, and 
officially adopted.

Ensure periodic review of organization 
structure, procedures, and programs 
to determine what is working well and 
what practices the organization might 
want to change to be more efficient, 

effective, or responsible. 
Ensure that the resources of the 

organization are responsibly and 
prudently managed.

Ensure that the organization can carry 
out its program effectively.
RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP: 

The boards, officers, staff, and 
volunteers of the Auxiliary are 
responsible for managing and preserving 
the organization’s assets.

They are expected to know 
and understand their fiduciary 
responsibilities so that the charitable 
purposes of our organization are carried 
out, and assets are properly safeguarded 
and managed.

Financial reports are created and 
maintained on a timely basis that 
accurately portrays its financial status 
and activities.

Internal financial statements are 
provided accurately and timely.

Annual financial reports are made 
available to the public.

Employees, department leaders, and 
members are provided a confidential 
means to report suspected financial 
impropriety or misuse of its resource.

Written financial policies governing 
management and investment of assets 
and reserve accounts, internal control 
procedures, and purchasing practices 
are developed and implemented. 
OPENNESS AND DISCLOSURE: 

American Legion Auxiliary will 
provide comprehensive and timely 
information to the public, the media, 
and its members. All information about 
the organization will fully and honestly 
reflect the policies and the practices of 
the organization.

In accordance with Article V, Section 3, Department Bylaws, the second meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee for the 2019-20 year is hereby called for one (1) day on Friday, September 20, 2019 starting at 12:00 
p.m. at the Holiday Inn Gateway in Flint, Michigan. 

ARTICLE V, SECTION 2, DEPARTMENT BYLAWS:  “Each Past Department President shall be a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee with vote, but without expenses as long as she remains a member in good 
standing of a duly chartered Auxiliary Unit in the Department of Michigan.”

Department Standing Rules, Department Finances, page 29: “Expenses for attendance at the Second Ex-
ecutive Committee Meeting shall be transportation plus per diem for one (1) day for Department Officers, 
National Executive Committeewoman, Parliamentarian, and such other persons as the Department President 
deems necessary, with the exception of the Department President and Department Secretary/Treasurer who 
shall receive actual expenses.”

Committee Chairmen are not required to report at the Executive Board Meeting unless they receive an 
official letter from the Department President.

District Presidents unable to attend the Executive Board Meeting should contact their District Vice Pres-
ident so she can represent your District.  Please notify the Department office if you are unable to attend.

Also members called to the DEC meeting:
Lynn Terhune, Finance Chairman
Candie Chase, Personnel Chairman
Transmitted by: Brandy A. Nelson, Executive Director / Secretary

Honorary Junior President 
2019-2020 Leah Daniels

My name is Leah Daniels, and I’m the 2019-2020 
Honorary dept. Jr. President. Growing up, I’ve al-
ways wanted to be involved in the Legion, and I’ve 
enjoyed participating in amazing events like Veter-
an picnics, parades, banquets, conferences, conven-
tions, etc. Even if I don’t have much myself, it warms 
my heart to give back to our Veterans. Now that I’m 
the Jr. President, I look back at all that I’ve done, and 
I know I can do much more. 

My special project is the Mended Hearts organi-
zation, which is for heart disease. Heart disease is 
the number one cause of death, so this organization 
spoke to me, and I knew it was something that has 
affected so many people and families. My theme is 
Minnie Mouse because she’s one of my favorite char-
acters, she’s sweet, and her colors coordinate well 
with my special project.

I’m looking forward to an amazing year!
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GREETINGS!
I hope you are having an amazing 

summer and resting up for a busy 
and successful 2019-20 year in our 
American Legion Auxiliary.  Just 
a few reminders, the “new year” 
for renewals,  has officially started.  
That’s right, as of July 1st, renewals 
can be submitted into Department, 
or online.  So, get your renewal 
in, and start working towards 
NEW MEMBERS, (the year starts 
September 1)  The Unit goals are 
in place,  and I have no doubt that 
every unit will make a goal this 
year!  The Challenge is to rise above 
the goal and recruit as many eligible 
members as possible.  Remember, 
the more we have, the lighter the 
‘load.’  Think about this:  when we 
raise our membership numbers, that 
gives us more help to work ALL our 
programs, more help to assist our 
veterans and active-duty military and 
their families, and yes, more income.  
We all understand that it takes $$ 
to keep our organization strong and 
vital in the community, state, and 
nation.  With more membership $$ 
as income, that’s more to help support 
our entire cause and less chance for 
the need to raise dues.  NOBODY 
likes that; however, to be successful, 
we need to look at the big picture.  
Working to increase our membership 
is a vital and positive way to make 
overall improvement.  And it’s a great 
way to meet new people.

I trust all are planning to have 
representation at the Fall Conference.  
The conference is where the largest 
amount of information about all of 
our programs is shared.  It’s a very 
busy time, and you will come away 
SATURATED with information 
to share with your units.  Please, 
PLEASE make sure that every unit is 
represented.  It never hurts to have a 
couple of members there, to soak it 
all in.
LET’S HAVE SOME FUN!  
Yesterday’s values, Tomorrow’s Vision                                                                          
Cruising for our Veterans 
REMINDER...
For those who were at the 2019-

20 membership presentation  at 
Convention, and announcement for 
those who were unable to attend.
ALL are invited and encouraged 

to dress in an era of your choice, 
for opening ceremonies at Fall 
Conference.  This is on an individual 
bases.  The guide is simple:  the judges 
must be able to identify the era by 
how you are dressed.
The decades are: 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 

or 60’s.  Prizes will be awarded for 
each era, and a grand prize for overall 
best.  There will be 6 prizes total. 
This is intended to be fun.  Simply 

trying to bring back some of the “old 
times”. 
Questions:  Call or email Anita 

Mennel   amie657@yahoo.com or 
810.796.9844

Anita L. Mennel
Department Membership Chairman

Cruising for Veterans Krystal Hall
ALA VAVS Representative

Ann Arbor VA Healthcare System Report 

Since 1953, the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System has provided state-of-the-art 
healthcare services to the men and women who have so proudly served our nation.  The 
Department of Veterans Affairs designated the Ann Arbor Medical Center as a 1A facility, 
meaning we are at the highest level of complexity of care. Neurosurgery, coronary artery 
bypass, and laparoscopic surgeries are examples of the sophisticated level of care provided 
at the VA Ann Arbor Medical Center. The facility includes state-of-the-art ambulatory care 
clinics, operating rooms, cardiac catheterization suite, intensive care units, laboratory, and 
diagnostic services.

The Ann Arbor System with main hospital campus located in Ann Arbor and with clinics 
in Flint, Jackson, and Toledo (Ohio), serviced over 71,000 Veterans living in a 15-county 
area of Michigan and Northwest Ohio during the past fiscal year.  The main hospital campus 
located in Ann Arbor serves as a referral center for specialty care and operates 102 acute care 
beds and 40 Community Living Center (extended care) beds. More than 901,000 outpatient 
(clinical/encounter) visits were made at our facilities; there were more than 5,600 inpatient 
episodes of care provided in the hospital and extended care center.

The American Legion Auxiliary is one of 35 service organizations that volunteer at, and 
support, the Veteran needs at the Ann Arbor System.  It is considered our privilege to serve 
Veteran healthcare needs in any way we can.  This past year 735 volunteers logged 66,128 
volunteered hours (less than in prior years, but not unexpected).  VAAAHS was further 
honored with donations (hours, monitory, and in-kind) totaling over $1.9 million, which 
is used/was used to support our Veterans. The American Legion Auxiliary Department of 
Michigan members specifically logged:  868 hours volunteered, $27,775 in non-monetary 
donations, $2,743 monetary donations, and 10 Units actively involved

In FY17, VAAAHS staff participated in 211 outreach events that included quarterly 
Veterans Town Hall meetings; annual Mental Health Summit; and various community 
events including Thunder Over Michigan Air Show, county fairs, job fairs, and community-
based outreach presentations. VAAAHS reached approximately 40,125 individuals during 
FY17 by sharing information about various VA programs and services at these various 
events.

VAAAHS is active in several programs, some are presented here:  the campaign to end 
Veteran Homelessness; Veteran Justice Outreach; Telehealth Clinics; My HealthyVet web-
access services and information for veteran; Click 2 Benefits (allows Veterans to speak 
directly with a VBA claims specialist); SCAN-ECHO (Specialty Care Access Network 
Extension of Community Healthcare Outcomes, VAAAHS is 1 of 11 nationwide medical 
centers to implement); Healthy Teaching Kitchen Class; Veteran Transportation Service 
(one of only four national sites selected for a two-year pilot project); first VA in the US 
with a high-powered holmium laser (‘Stone Dusting’-stone removal procedure); #BeThere 
(program to help prevent Veteran suicide; and, No Veteran Dies Alone (specially trained 
volunteers provide companionship and assistance as Veterans enter the final stages of life). 
This past December (2018), the Center hosted its sixth annual Baby Shower.

Auxiliary members from the 2nd, 17th, and 18th Districts continue to be active/supportive 
of the Annual Gift Shop (Nov 2018 event had 40 volunteers for 250 hours with donations 
of $10,455), monthly Bingo parties, special need donations (flat-screen TV, Microwaves 
(patient floors), comfort items, etc.), and a Father’s Day program. Volunteers and Auxiliary 
members also helped with several other programs:  POW/MIA, Veterans Day, Town Hall 
meetings, 2k Walk, National Salute to Veterans Week, and Memorial Services.

As in past years, the goal will be to provide the best care and support for our country’s 
veterans and to support the VAAAHS programs.  As I complete my sixth year as Department 
of Michigan American Legion Auxiliary appointed representative, one of my goals (our 
project) continues to gather donations to obtain special needs (especially to support the 
building of the Fisher House in Ann Arbor) and to have a successful Gift Shop (Gift Shop 
for 2019 will be held November 25th - 27th). One of my continuing goals for this year 
will be to increase the number of ALA volunteers (both in Ann Arbor and Toledo) and to 
increase volunteer opportunities within the VA Hospital/Clinics. 

One of the challenges facing us this year will be to work around the absence of the long-
term Voluntary Services Chief Beverly Conatser.  Beverly retired, after 21 years of service 
within the Volunteer Program, in May.  Beverly was a tireless supporter of all Veterans; her 
compassion, dedication, knowledge, and willingness to work with us Volunteers will be 
greatly missed.  Thank you Beverly, for all your support and understanding when working 
with the American Legion Family of Volunteers at the Ann Arbor VA Health System.

In closing, I am honored—and humbled—to have the opportunities to work with such 
dedicated staff, volunteers, and other supporters (including ‘my Deputy’ Ethel Putala—
thanks Ethel for you all you do) here at the Ann Arbor VA Health System as we service and 
support our Veterans. 

YOU ARE THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESS
Beryl Robbins, Girls State Chairman

We opened our 2019 ALA Girls State session with 265 brilliant young leaders, 263 complet-
ed the week.  The only disappointing factor of the week was low attendance. In keeping with 
President Downs’ theme of going back in time and visiting our past; our first ALA Girls State 
session at the University of Michigan had 200 delegates, 80 years later, we have only grown to 
265! 

We have the ability and resources to do so much better than that!  What better time than our 
80th Anniversary to prove that we can fill Michigan State University’s, Shaw Hall! 

Each year we hear the same excuses, we have a small unit, we can’t get into the schools, I 
don’t have a computer, and the list goes on.  Your ALA Girls State Committee, volunteers, and 
members in your own Auxiliary Units are available to help solve those problems.  Contact ALA 
Girls State Chairman Beryl Robbins if you don’t have the ability or the contacts to get into the 
schools.  She has a full, up to date directory of every school in Michigan and can provide you 
with the names, email addresses, and phone numbers for every superintendent and principal. 

Start your search early, students make their summer plans very early, be their first option.  
Create ways to raise funds to send students to a program that will change their lives and im-
prove community relations.  These delegates are the future of our organization; they want 
to pay it forward. Invite them and their families to attend a meeting or Legion family event, 
encourage them to join your Units, Posts, Squadrons, and Riders. Members who can’t attend 
meetings are usually willing to donate money, try holding a bake-less bake sale. For questions 
and more ideas, please contact us at our new email address:  alamigirlsstate@gmail.com, we 
ARE here to help you!      
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
Legion Offers Great Youth Programs

Mike Holley
SAL Commander

Membership News
RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND 
REINSTATE!
Carvin Chapman, Membership Chairman

 By now all of you should have received your 
2019-2020 membership cards; that is if you submitted 
your bond and Officers list to Department in Lansing. 
We had a good year last year, but we did not achieve 
an all-time high as we have in the previous three years. 
Please do not sit on any membership cards submit them 
quickly. Also, remember that there should be no zero 
squadrons as all new and incoming officers must have 
their dues paid before they can hold these offices!
 We know that times are rough for some and 
if your squadron can help with these people’s dues 
why not! Pay for them, and if the members have any 
questions, they can contact me.  I will gladly answer 
cchapman0371@gmail.com. Also if you need me to 

come to your squadron ask.
 Remember, membership is the lifeblood of our 
organization! RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE!!!

Pay Attention to these important dates.

2019-2020 SAL MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 10%
OCTOBER 9, 2019 25%
NOVEMBER 14, 2019 35%
DECEMBER 11, 2019 45%
JANUARY 15, 2020 60%
FEBRUARY 12, 2020 75%
MARCH 11, 2020 80%
APRIL 8, 2020  90%
MAY 13, 2020  100%
JULY 29, 2020  105%

As you may or may not know, I 
was elected detachment commander 
in June. My name is Mike Holley, I 
belong to squadron 141 in Howell, 
for over 20 yrs. I am eligible through 
my father Earl who served in the 
Korean War conflict.

I was off and running the first 
week after being elected to the Boy’s State opening session, 
then off to East Lansing for the Girls State opening session. 
Then back to Boys State for a week of volunteering. 

The following week was in Kalamazoo for the American 
Legion State Convention, where Mr. Barry Wood was 
elected Department Commander and Georgia Downs was 
elected Dept Auxiliary President. Good luck to both.        

4th of July in Wyandotte for the parade along with three 
past PDC’s. Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and Riders were well 
represented in the parade. On the way, home stopped 
in Chelsa for a chicken dinner. Thanks, John B. and all 
members at the post. 

In the middle of July, I attended my squardon meeting, 
then up to Swartz Creek Sqaurdon 294  for their meeting. 
Then Friday, I attended the Youth Law Enforcement Career 
graduation in Diamondale, at the Michigan State Police 
Training Academy. At the end of the month, I was invited to 
attend the Grand Rapids Veterans Home carnival hosted by 
the 5th District Association. Thanks, guys, All the veterans 
from the Home were able to come outside for food, games, 
music and other activities 

In August, I attended a concert at  Wilwin Lodge, the 
Livingston County Vets outing, and National Convention 

in Indianapolis. 
My special project this year is Boys State. There will be 

a golf outing in Swartz Creek on September 19 the day 
before the department fall conference. So get your teams 
together and support the program. Information is on the 
Detachment SAL website. 

If anybody would like me to attend any events, send me 
the information as soon as possible, my calendar is filling 
up. 

For those who did not see the email or Facebook postings, 
Past Department Commander Mike Williams passed away 
in late July. Prayers to the family. 

Youth Career Law Enforcement
50 years old. That’s right the American Legion program 

was 50 years old this past July.   The program is open to 
all students 16-18 years old. Interested in a career in law 
enforcement, at any level. 

On July 19, 32 young men and women graduated the 
week-long program, held in Diamondale at the Michigan 
State Police training center. 

Guys had better be on the lookout, there are several 
tough girls going through the program. This year all of the 
scholarships were won by the female cadets. The winner of 
the marksmanship scholarship shot ten out of ten bulls-
eyes. How is that for shooting.

If anybody is interested in the program in 2020, the 
information will be available on the Michigan Legion 
website in October.

Boy’s State
80 + years and going strong. The American Legion 

Program first started at Michigan State University.  Then the 
program moved to Northwood University in Midland and 
now is held in Allendale at  Grand Valley State University.  I 
want to Thank all Legion, Sal, Educational staff counselors, 
and volunteers for making this a great program. 

This year we had 230 young men attend the week-long 
program. Only thing is when I first started with the program 
over 20 years ago, there were over 500 young men in the 
program. It sounds like we all need to get out and support 
this and all legion programs.

There are two posts in the state the sent over 1/5 of the 
students’ THANKS Big Rapids and Grand Haven for your 
support. Only a handful of the delegates were sponsored 
by S.A.L. Squadrons. With over 380 posts and over 200 
squadrons in the state, we should be well over 500 to 600 
hundred boys attending the week-long program.

Mr. Nelson O’Bryan received a certificate for 21 years of 
being a director and volunteering to the program. Once 
again, THANKS to everybody who takes the time to 
volunteer.

If anybody would like me to attend any events, send me 
the information as soon as possible, my calendar is filling 
up. 

For those who did not see the email or Facebook postings, 
Past Department Commander Mike Williams passed away 
in late July. Prayers to the family. 
Mike Holley 
SAL   State Commander 
See Ya Later Alligator

(L-R- Gladstone 
August Mattson Son’s 
Squadron #71 Mem-
bership Chairman John 
Pickard and 5th Zone 
Commander and 11th 
District Membership 
Chairman Bill Germain.

100% Membership 
7-years in a row.

(L-R)Todd 
Vandam, Detach-
ment Commander 
Mike Holley, PDC 
Pat Pustay at the 
Grand Rapids 
Veterans Home 
annual carnival.
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SAL Detachment Convention: 
2020 Detachment Convention Update
Victor C. Fisher Squadron 396, 16th 
District Cmdr/ Co-Chair 2020

I hope everyone is doing great. I want to 
let you know that you can make your hotel 
reservations for the 2020   Detachment 
Convention, at the Holiday Inn, Southgate. 
The address is 17201 Northline Rd, 
Southgate, MI 48195.  We want to book the 
entire hotel. Sandy Lipman and I met with 
Sheila and Jessica from Holiday Inn; they 
were more than accommodating.  We even 
met the owner.  They and the hotel staff are 
very excited that they have the opportunity 
to host the Detachment Convention. They 
are interested in holding detachment 
conferences there in the future. 

The room rates are $109 per night. The 
hotel has a jacuzzi and an Olympic size 
pool. They also have a very nice courtyard 
area. We discussed with them the different 
things we were planning. They suggested a 
cornhole tournament for the kids and the 
adults. We are also planning on having a 
movie night for the kids on Saturday night, 
the hotel stated they would cover the costs 
for it.  There is a waterpark next door to 
the hotel at the YMCA. Holiday inn has 
a partnership with the YMCA; they are 
working out a deal with them. 

The hotel has made it very easy to make 
reservations, go to  hisouthgate.com the 
hotel website.  Just put in your dates which 
the convention begins on June 4, 2020, 
and ends on Sunday, June 6, 2020.  When 
you put in your information, there is a 
section for a group code. The group code 

is SAL. You must use this code when you 
make the reservation. That will guarantee 
the room rate and put in the block with 
the SAL. Like I stated earlier, please book 
your rooms soon, we already have over 30 
rooms booked. We have 60 double rooms 
and 41 King rooms as part of our block. 
If you would rather call the hotel directly, 
the phone number is 734-283-4400. There 
is also a very nice meeting area at the 
hotel. Our committee is working on a boat 
cruise, leaving Wyandotte on the Detroit 
River. The cost of the boat cruise is $25 per 
person. The boat is limited to the first 125 
people. 

The hosting post will the Lamond-
Frank Post 478, 16200 Dix-Toledo Rd, in 
Southgate.  The Post is about 2 miles away, 
about a 6-minute drive. The post shares a 
building with the VFW.  

Our committee is also planning other 
things to do.  There are many attractions 
nearby, like the Henry Ford Museum, and 
Greenfield Village is 6.5 miles from the 
hotel. Comerica Park is 13 miles away; 
Little Ceasars Arena is   12.5 miles away, 
and Motor City Casino is 12.5 miles away. 
Detroit has three casinos, MGM, Motor 
City, and Greektown. Winsor, Ontario, 
Canada is 16 miles away. Please make your 
reservations early. If you have any questions, 
you can reach me at victorsal396@hotmail.
com. More information to follow.

Remember our Troops, Thank A Veteran

1st Zone Report
Greg Price, Commander

I want to welcome the two Squadrons 
from the 17th District that have merged 
with the three Squadrons in the 1st 
District.   They are now members of 
the 1st Zone, which also includes 14 
Squadrons from the 16th District.

With the 1st Zone now being 19 
Squadrons strong, I smile thinking 
about their continued support for the 
programs of the American Legion, and 
their dedication to those that live in 
the neighborhoods that their posts are 
located.

Many of these squadrons have hosted 
fundraisers to support Veterans and 
their families, Children & Youth, and 
local programs in their communities, 
by putting on car shows, golf events, 
barbeques, fish fry’s, chile contests and 
many other fun events. 

If you have the opportunity, please 
come and visit us, we would like you 
to enjoy being a part of one of our 
parades, or by bringing your classic car, 
or motorcycle to one of our events.  

We’ll be looking for you                                                                                          

Missing in America Project
Greg Price, Chairman

I recently received a call from our 
National S.A.L. Commander Clint Bolt 
about him watching the morning news in 
Virginia about the passing of a Vietnam 
Veteran who passed away with no family 
in Niles, MI.

Wayne “Sarge” Wilson served in the 
United States Army from 1971 to 1977 
during the Vietnam War.  Wayne was a 
wounded Vietnam vet who lived life in a 
wheelchair and died with no surviving 
relatives.

He had made funeral arrangements at 
Brown Funeral Homes in Niles.  After his 
passing, friends and neighbors worked 
with the funeral home to organize military 
honors for Wilson.  

The full military honors were given by 
the U.S. Army and members of American 
Legion Post 51 of Buchanan.  Members 
of the Osceola American Legion Post 308 
said that every veteran deserves to have 
their military rights, so they came to make 
their respects to this soldier.

     Wilsons friends and neighbors expected 

that maybe 12 or 15 people would show 
up.  The funeral home said that anyone 
locally needing transportation to and from 
the ceremony could call the funeral home.
      By the time the service was held, 
mourners had come from near and far.  
Hundreds of veterans and community 
mourners flooded the grounds for the 
graveside ceremony, many veterans came 
from Michigan, Indiana, Ohio and other 
states.
     On Wednesday, July 12, 2019, Wayne 
Wilson was laid to rest with over 1,000 
people attending.  They arrived by 
motorcycle, car, or on foot.  Pastor Mike 
Smith said that “We all realize that every 
veteran deserves better than dying alone 
and being buried alone.”  
     Thank you to all of you that continue 
to help locate the veterans that have been 
forgotten on shelves in funeral homes 
and mortuaries across our great state, and 
thank you for everyone showing up as 
family members so that Wayne Wilson and 
other veterans will not be buried alone.     

WILWIN LODGE at CYGNET COVE
Earl Rutkofsky

In recent months Wilwin has grown and now serves more PTSD and TBI 
veterans than ever before! We as Sons are dedicated supporters and active 
participants in this vital endeavor.

Our Detachment, Districts, and Squadron donations have recently gone to 
erect a Golf cart shelter and storage  area  newly constructed on the property ( 
see attached photos), Thank you to the Detachment of Michigan Sons, as well as 
the Second Zone and District for your generous donations to make this and more 
golf carts possible.

Thank you to all of the members who have put their time into making Wilwin 
a place where veterans can have heartwarming memories of reuniting with their 
families after long deployments. And a place where you can see smiles on their 
families faces and more important our returning Veterans!
Our address is: 3383E Hawley Road Custer Michigan 49405

Just east of Ludington Michigan. 231-767-0140. All donations may be sent to 
American Legion Department of Michigan Attention: Accounting and should be 
made out to Wilwin. Once again Thank you!

Hello “Son’s in the 9th, 10th & 19th Districts.  I hope all of you and your families are 
doing well.

Our 2020 SAL membership cards are in, and all squadrons who have turned in their 
respective officer lists and bond should have received them.  If you have not, please 
contact me, so as, we can get your squadron their membership cards.

In the past, I’ve discussed increasing our SAL numbers and forming new squadrons, 
and the good news is our numbers are going up, and we do have some new squadrons 
in the Michigan Detachment.  As we increase our numbers, in the 9th, 10th, and 19th 
Districts, the “Sons” sincerely ask that our squadron commanders and officers tell our 
new and current members how important they are in supporting our Legion programs.  
Please let them know how we “Son’s” help support our communities and how their active 
support in their squadrons contributes to this effort.

We “Son’s” all live active lives.  Many “Sons” are working, some of us live far away from 
our squadrons, and some of us are retired.  The bottom line is we are all busy in our lives.  
The “Son’s” are asking when possible, not only to be a member but share some of this 
precious time in helping your squadron with their projects that help support the Legion 
and community programs.

Many squadrons hold fundraisers and events to raise funds in support of the Legion 
and community programs, and please try to assist.

Commanders, let the “Son’s” in your squadron know what is going on.  Let them know 
how important they are and how the squadron needs their support.  If we all could 
give a little more support, then we “Sons” can do that much more for our Legion and 
community programs.

Sometimes, a little more commitment is a lot to ask, but sometimes a little extra can do 
so much more.  We “Sons” can do this because this is who we are.

Thank you for your continued commitment!
Phone:  734 634-7733, Email:  johnbrwn421@aol.com

4th Zone Report
John Brown, Commander
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Scouting News
Breaker Breaker 1 - 9
Clyde Sinclair
Scouting Chairman

“Breaker-Breaker 1-9, just giving a shout to all the 
truckers out there, that Smoky is hiding in the grass 

at mile marker 119 on I-75.  Motor on and have a 
great day.  You’ve got the Bootlegger here, KJY-3199, 
Bootlegger out.”
Myself like many of you became involved in the CB 
radio craze back in the ‘70s.  I had one unit in my car 
and a base unit as well.  Antennas on each were large 
and obnoxious looking, but it seemed that everyone 
had one and no one cared about looks.

I have to admit that I enjoyed the conversations and activity associated with CB 
radios for quite some time.  I’m not sure why I quit; I guess my interests changed 
to something else.

Recently all of these memories 
came flooding back when 
provisions were being made to 
incorporate the Jamboree On 
The Air (JOTA) into our Fall 
Camporee.  The difference being that rather than using Citizen Band radios, the radios used for JOTA will be HAM radios, 
capable of transmitting and receiving around the world.
I’m sure many of you remember using the Military Auxiliary Radio System (M.A.R.S.) when assigned overseas.  My first 
experience with it was when my oldest brother, who was stationed in France, arranged a call to our home in Michigan, 
back in 1962 or so.  
Prior to the call we were all briefed on the correct method to speak while using the radio, primarily saying “over” when 
we were finished speaking.  It was quite an experience, and one I’ve often thought of.  I made one M.A.R.S. call home 
from Guam in ‘71 and it was equally 
as special, but that was the final call 
I ever made. After that, long distance 
telephone rates came down enough 

that my father would make a direct long distance call on a rare occasion.
I’m sure much of what I just said is unheard of by our younger members, but back in 
the old days, you didn’t just pick up you cell phone and call anywhere in the world.  
Technology has certainly changed.
Scouts attending our Fall Camporee will have the opportunity to participate in the 
JOTA and possibly complete portions of their Radio Merit Badge.  We are still in 
need of licensed radio operators and Merit Badge Counselors for the Radio Merit 
Badge.  If you are able to assist us with either of these two positions, please contact 
me at milegionscouting@usa.com.
Excitement continues to build as we make the final preparations for our Fall 
Camporee.  Camporee activities are coming together and promise great fun and 
excitement to all who attend.  Please rest assured that we are working diligently 
to make this a very special event 
for all who attend.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to experience our first 
camporee at our beautiful Wilwin at 
Cygnet Cove.
Register now, at www.michiganlegion.
org/camporee
10-7, Bootlegger out.
milegionscouting@usa.com
P.S. Legion members interested in 
HAM Radio, should check out The 
American Legion Amateur Radio Club 
at  www.legion.org/hamradio/about.



10 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | September 2019| Michiganlegion.org

2019 Department Baseball

Gladstone Class A Champions

Michigan’s Diamond 
Winner - Nicholas 
Dardas, Bay City

Robert Turner Scholarship Winner
Collin Bradley

Gladwin Class AA State Champions

50-years of Partnership with the Michigan 
State Police

2019 marked the 50th year The American Legion Department of Michigan and the Michigan State Police 
have partnered to teach high school students about a career in law enforcement.  30-plus students par-
ticpated in the 2019 class.  The number of female students was high and all four scholarship awards were 

won by female cadets.  The winner of the firearms competition shot 10 bulls-eyes on her target.  

If you know a high-school student interested in learning about a career in law enforcement consider 
sponsoring them for the 2020 Student Trooper class details will be available soon.

Edwin T. Stiles Post 153 Family 
Races to Win

After a 43-year hiatus, the All-American Soap Box Derby 
returned to St. Johns on June 16.  Sixteen cars in each of two 
classes would race down Clinton Avenue in the hopes of 
heading to the International Championship in Akron, Ohio 
in July.  The local St. Johns Edwin T. Stiles Post 153 proudly 
sponsored Cy Honeycutt, a SAL member of the same post in 
the Legion car in the Super Stock Car race.    American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 153, along with the Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 153, proudly sponsored SAL member 
Jameson Halsey in the Legion Family car in the Stock Car 
race.  Cy is the son of Auxiliary member Stephanie Borum 
Hirsch, and Jameson is the son of Legionnaire Guy Halsey.  

Despite the rainy day, the St. Johns Soap Box Derby was 
held before approximately 2,500 spectators lining N. Clinton 
Avenue in downtown St. Johns.  In the final heat to determine 
the Super Stock Champion, Cy Honeycutt in the American 
Legion Post 153 car took first place, earning the right to head 
to Akron, Ohio.  Jameson Halsey in the American Legion 
Post 153 Family car finished an impressive 3rd place.   

Cy, along with crew chief Guy Halsey and mother Stephanie 
headed to the world-famous Derby Downs Track in Akron, 
Ohio for a week of activity, race instruction and preliminary 
races.  The 82nd running of the All-American Soap Box 
Derby was held on Saturday, July 20th.  Cy took 9th place 
out of 85 drivers – making Edwin T. Stiles Post 153 Legion 
Family very proud.
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Big Rapids Post 98 is Big On Youth Programs

The Harry K. Kunzie Post 98, Big Rapids, has beeen growing membership through pro-
motion of Boys State, Girls State, and Student Trooper.  For the past four years they 
have gone from sending a total of four young adults to these programs, to now sending 
over 30 to all three programs.  They speak to social studies teachers, parents, and the 
community to identify candidates and fundraise.  Last year their efforts brought in more 
than 18 new Legion members into the post.

Boys & Girls Nation
Congratulations to the 2019 

Michigan Delegates to Boys and Girls 
Nation. (L-R) Sukhman S. Parhar, of 
Hudson, Emma Sanders of Holland, 
Rose Reilly, of Whitmore Lake, and 
Conner M. Grant, Ludington.  Pic-
tured here on the steps of the Su-
preme Court.  

49 Departments send two dele-
gates from each program to partici-
pate in a week long program to learn 
about the legislative process of our 
country, and delevop friendships and 
memories that last a lifetime.

Wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unkown Soldier

Members of the Edward W. Thompson Post 
49, South Haven visited and layed a wreath 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  Com-
mander Stan Wakild, MOH Jim McCloughan, 
Post Adjutant Tom Breen and Post Chaplain 
Larry Girriad.

World War II Vets Honored

The Gary Sinise Foundation spon-
sored a trip for 27 World War II vet-
erans and 27 Veteran Guardians.  The 
trip was to the World War II museum 
in New Orleans, Louisiana.  It was a 
three day, two night all expenses paid 
trip for these veterans.  They flew out 
of Detroit Metro Airport, were given 
first class send offs and return from 
the Lady’s of the USO. 

Charles A. Conklin Post Honored for 100-years

On July 22, Congressman Bill Huizenga 
(MI 2nd Congressional District) visited 
the Charles A. Conklin American Legion 
Post 28 Grand Haven to read and present 
a Congressional Resolution commending 
Post 28 on 100-years of serving veterans, 
veteran’s families, and local communi-
ties. Rep. Huizenga read this resolution 
on the U.S. House Floor in May to the 
members present in the chamber. 
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Department Executive Committee 2019-2020
American Legion, Department of Michigan

Commander
Barry Wood

Adjutant
Ron Runyan

PDC
 Steve Striggow

Judge Advocate
Kimberlee Hillock

ALt NEC
Jerry Lynch 

NEC 
John Know

Finance Officer
Skipper Townes 

Sergeant-At-Arms
Dan Crisp

Chaplain
Larry Vollink 

Historian 
Richard Tracy

1st Zone Cmdr
Greg Spight

2nd Zone Cmdr
Richard Parks

3rd Zone Cmdr
Bill Hillgris

4th Zone Cmdr
Gary Walter

5th Zone Cmdr
Wendy Sexton

2nd District Cmdr
Terry Beck 

3rd District Cmdr
Duane Miller 

4th District Cmdr
Charles Alexander

5th District Cmdr
Dan Cooper

6th District Cmdr
Chris Vervaet

7th District Cmdr
Timothy Shosey

8th Distict Cmdr
Art Diffin

9th District Cmdr
Josh Jones

10th District Cmdr
Joe Duby

11th District Cmdr
George Maciejewski

18th District Cmdr
Mike Fitzgerald 

1st District Cmdr
Jeff Haeseker

16th District Cmdr
Ed Gorecki

12th District Cmdr
Wendy Retzloff

19th District Cmdr
Charles Boman

These officers comprise your Department Executive Committee.  They represent your membership in each re-
spective territory, with the Department Commander having overall responsibility.  With them and the assis-
tance from our 386 posts and department level committees, Michigan will once again deliver a very successful 
and progressive Legion year for our veterans, their families and their communities. 



Michiganlegion.org | September 2019| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | 13

Sherman-William Paints
gives discount to Legion Family

SAL Squadron 34’s Avenue of Flags

Detachment Historian
Zack Pendell

Frank Wendland Post 253 SAL

My name is Scott Gregory, Historian from Squadron 34 Tecumseh.

I have worked in the construction industry for a good many years, and it took 
me a good many years to earn rewards such as discounts on the material. I get 
to see a lot of southeastern Michigan in my travels and a lot of Posts, many in 
need of repair or at least some paint. I asked my representative from Sherwin-
Williams paints, Jason Money, how could I help. He suggested an account that 
would use my discount, and the American Legion Family of Michigan cash 
account at Sherwin-Williams was formed. Best of all, you don’t have to wait 30 
years to get the rewards!

This account is for all Legion, Auxiliary, Sons, and Legion Riders. Yes 
everybody in the State of Michigan can get 40%-50% off paints depending on 
the product, and 15%-20% off any other supplies in the store! All you have to 
do is give them the name of the account; American Legion Family of Michigan 
this account # 7741-7074-0 and you’re saving!

Maybe this can help some posts with revitalization, maybe help a struggling 
veteran, it might help a new military family paint their first house or be creative 
and use this at your post home or help a Legion family member!

Squadron 34 of Tecumseh, MI commander 
Kirk Maves has found a way to honor 
our community veterans, and also raise 
funds and awareness for our post through 
community involvement and support.

The Avenue of Flags is a living and growing 
memorial dedicated to those who served or 
are still serving. In cooperation with the city 
of Tecumseh, Brookside Cemetery, and The 
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 34, 
this program was brought to fruition. From 
Memorial Day to Veterans Day members 
of our community can honor a veteran by 
purchasing a flag. The flags are a 3’ by 5’ 
American Flag on a pole with a bronze 

plaque inscribed with the veteran’s name, 
rank, years of service, and conflict served 
in, if applicable. The Sons of the American 
Legion Post 34 of Tecumseh are in charge 
of taking care of the flags; setting up and 
taking down, storage, and maintenance. For 
more information on this program, whether 
interested in ours or starting your own 
in your community, contact Kirk Maves 
directly at kirkmaves92@gmail.com.

This program has brought positive 
attention to our Post, its members, and is a 
living and visible reminder of the sacrifices 
our veterans made/make for our community, 
state, and country.

Greetings from the Frank Wendland Post 253 SAL
Well, we’re halfway through the third quarter of 2019, and what a year it’s been!  I want to say 

how proud I am of our membership and outstanding group of Officers. We have enjoyed a very 
successful fundraising year and have recorded one of our largest donation and contribution 
years ever.  This accomplishment is the result of having very active and supportive Legion, 
SAL, Auxiliary, and Legion Riders members here at Post 253. 

Special thanks to the SAL members that have volunteered their time to support our very 
busy Honor Guard. You have truly made a difference. We have begun working on our activity 
schedule, and so far we have our Post Picnic on Sept. 7th. , we hope to sneak in another steak 
fry shortly and keep an eye on the event calendar for our famous Turkey Fry in early October. 
Please visit our website for more information on these and other future activities. The 2020  
membership cards are in, and we are looking to grow the ranks again this coming year.

I wish to thank you all for electing me Historian for 2019-20 for the 
Detachment of Michigan.

It has been an honor to be your Detachment Adjutant for the last several 
years.  In this year I hope to be around to see most of you before our State 
Convention in Southgate, June 5-7, 2020.  I am your leading candidate 
for Detachment Commander and look forward to representing all my 
brothers in the Sons of The American Legion of Michigan.

If you need me to visit your Squadron or event please contact me at 
zackp170@gmail.com.  My special project will be the Homeless Veterans 
as this was a project my wife and I have supported for the last several 
years.  I have always appreciated the work that you all do to support 
our veterans and their families.  The different ways you raise the funds 
needed to support all the programs of The American Legion and the time 
and effort you give to accomplish the goals set for us in Michigan and the 
nation.

It is going to be a pleasure to work with you in the coming years and I 
look forward to hearing from you and visiting you all.  God bless you all. 

Young Son of the Year
Dawson Prichard

At the Hice-Schutes 
Squadron #170 in 
Three Rivers, July 4th 
BBQ and Fireworks, 
Zack Pendell, 4th Dis-
trict Commander, and 
Detachment Histori-
an, and Joe Frederick, 
Squadron #170 Com-
mander presented 
SAL member Dawson 
Prichard the Detach-
ment of Michigan’s 
Young Son of the Year 
Award.



14 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | September 2019| Michiganlegion.org

Lifetime Achievement Awards
Earl Rutkofsky, Greg Price, and Sanford “ Sandy “ Lipman received the 
SAL Detachment lifetime achievement award at annual Detachment 

convention 2019 in Stevensville.

The SAL 4th District Color Guard 
present colors at the Red Bull 
Pro-Motorcross Races. Right Dan-
ny Gleason, Ron Wyatt, Skip Col-
lis, Steve Hamilton, and PDC Rod-
ney Tolbert.

An American Legion family: Kim 
VanDam (208 Unit President), 
Katie VanDam (2019 Junior 
Member of the Year), Todd 
VanDam (S.A.L. 5th District 
Sr Vice Commander), Andrew 
VanDam (208 S.A.L. Member), 
Josh VanDam (2018 Young Son of 
the Year)

(Above) On June 22, Charles A. Conklin SAL Squadron 28 hosted their first annual 
Corn Hole Tournament to raise proceeds for the Fisher House project underway in Ann 
Arbor, MI. Past SAL Squadron 28 Commander, Dr. David Ireland generated the idea and 
coordinated the event with SAL Squadron 28 and Post 28 Riders. 

Team sign-up was at capacity with 32 teams competing for prizes donated by area 
businesses. Post 28 Riders prepared and sold hot dogs during the event while Post 28 
manager, Tina Davis guided the family units in securing all necessary permits and set-up 
for the successful event. SAL Squadron 28 plans to make the Corn Hole Tournament an 
annual event.

SAL Gladstone Squadron #71
On Armed Forces Day Mem-

bers of the Gladstone Sons of 
the American Legion along with 
other Veterans Groups, Marine 
Corps League, Boy Scout, and Cub 
Scout Troops held a presentation 
at the Bishop Noa Senior Home in 
Escanaba in honor of the Veteran 
Residents.

The 2019/2020 Election Of Officers 
for the Gladstone Sons of the 
American Legion is complete with 
a full slate of Officers. Commander- 
Randy Bruntjens, 1st Vice- William 
Germain, 2nd Vice- Donald J. 
Couillard, Finance Officer- Richard 
Reiffers, Adjutant- Steve Viau, 
Chaplain- George Majeweski, 
Sargent at Arms- Anthony Sustarich, 
Membership Chairman- John M. 

Pickard, Historian- Joe Volencic.  Installing Officer- Mike Bruntjens- Past Commander 
of August Mattson #71.

Photo Caption- Left to right- Members George Majeweski, John Pickard, Tony Sustarich, 
Gary Gray, Don Couillard,Bill Starnes, Richard Reiffers, Bill Germain, Steve Viau. In 
Front New Commander Randy Bruntjens.

(Above) Alto SAL Squadron #528 Commander, Earl King, takes a moment to celebrate 
three brothers who have all achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Nathan, Zachary, and 
Jacob Snyder are all Eagle Scouts, and all three are SAL members at Squadron #528, 
Alto. Nathan Snyder (far left) attended Michigan Boys State at Grand Valley State 
University this summer. Great work, gentlemen!



Michalaux.org | September 2019| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE 15

The 19th District is small on membership but large in area. 
Thankfully PDP Marge Levi came with me to many unit meetings 
to guide me and help answer questions.

PDP Levi and I went to Alpena twice this year, which was 
a 3 ½ hour trip each way.  As they have had so many members 
pass away, they sadly handed in their charter, and the remaining 
members will transfer to other units.  I was able to attend their final 
meeting and hear about all of their unit’s past accomplishments.

Charlevoix is only 30 minutes away for me, and it was fun to 
spend time with a young, enthusiastic group of ladies with lots of 
ideas to keep them involved in their community.

Rebec-Hosler-Sweet asked the hardest questions.  Their 
President died unexpectedly, and the remaining members were 
struggling with their jobs, but I’m happy to say that all of last year’s 
officers agreed to continue their jobs this year.  They took charge of 
their unit and made the necessary changes to accommodate their 
members. 

I was glad that I made it to Smith-Hoover despite it being 
during one of the worst winter storms that we had.  They talked 
about their projects to raise money so that they could award trade 
school scholarships.  They even get together to pick up trash on 
their adopted highway, followed by a fun party.

All of these units have donated to my chosen charity, Patriot 
Place.  Robert Vroman came up with the idea to hang patriotic 
wreaths on the resident’s doors at Patriot Place.  They stopped on 
the way home from our May District meeting and hung wreaths 
on the veteran’s doors.

I look forward to working with everyone over the coming 
year, whether it’s supporting Patriot Place or helping with one of 
your local projects.

19th District Report
Carol Renis, District President

As one of the Four Pillars of The American Legion, 
National Security is an important program in the American 
Legion Auxiliary as well.  This program maintains and 
promotes a strong national defense by strengthening and 
supporting military service members and their families.  By 
so mirroring the programs and principles of The American 
Legion, the Auxiliary “participates in and contributes to the 
accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The America 
Legion” as prescribed in the Preamble to the Constitution of 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 

As we celebrate our Centennial year, we will look back 
at the history of the National Security program to learn 
the impact that the Auxiliary has had over the years.  One 
could say that the “Mother of the ALA’s National Security 
Program” was Mrs. O. D. Oliphant, who was elected the 
4th National President in 1924.  Her background of not 
only work with the Red Cross organizing a Motor Corps 
and her experience as an accomplished public speaker 
contributed to her success in establishing this program.  As 
someone who had been interested in National Defense for 
many years, she feared that the perception that the recently 
amended National Defense Act of 1920 portrayed to the 
American people gave a false sense of security.  It was Mrs. 
Oliphant’s opinion that this nation, who had recently given 
so much in both resources and human life, should not let its 
guard down, but instead, be prepared should the likelihood 
of another war loom in the future.

As documented in The American Legion Auxiliary 
1924-1934, Mrs. Oliphant was Chairman of the Auxiliary’s 
National Americanism Committee (1923) and had been 
impressed with the dangers of unpreparedness propaganda 
that was circulating throughout the nation.  It was at the 
San Francisco National Convention in 1923 that she told 
members just as one would wish for no crime, we would 
not, therefore, dispense with police protection and abolish 
courts, we should also not wish for a life with no possibility 
of war and therefore do away with military preparedness.

At the 1924 National Convention, Mrs. Oliphant was 
elected National President.  Shortly after she was elected, 
talk in the news included what would be the role of women 
should war break out again.  It was thought that the women 
of the country should be “organized in a manner that 
will support the government.”     In January of 1925, Mrs. 
Oliphant told the ALA Executive Committee that this news 
had given her the idea if the women were to be organized in 
war-time for defense, why should they not also be organized 
during peace-time as a means of preparedness.  With 
that in mind and under her leadership, the first Women’s 
Patriotic Conference was held in Washington, D.C. in 
1925.    This conference afforded the women who attended 
the opportunity to learn more about the problem of defense 
and help to prepare against war should one occur.

After her year in office as National President, Mrs. 
Oliphant chaired the Auxiliary’s National Defense 
Committee for many years. This committee later became 
known as the National Security Committee.

Like this, our centennial year progresses, watch for more 
historical information in unit mailings about the American 
Legion Auxiliary National Security Committee’s history in 
the first century of service, Not-Self.          

The definition of a community is all the people living in 
an area or a group or groups of people who share common 
interests.

By being visible in our localities, The Community 
Service program demonstrates who we are, what we do, 
and why we matter.  Most of our members are involved in 
local activities; we volunteer at our church, we work dinners 
feeding the underprivileged, work at the local school or 
library. Do you coach a youth league? We volunteer with the 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, and so much more.  Because we 
do what comes naturally, we do not take the time to consider 
the impact it can have if we wear our Auxiliary attire. It allows 
us to be recognized as an organization; it will let others know 
that we do more than support our veterans and their families. 
Like so many other programs, we do not take the time to 
consider what we do outside of our Auxiliary Unit.  I am 
asking you to remember to report all the hours you volunteer 
inside and outside of the Auxiliary under Community service 
hours.

This year as Chairman, I ask you to email me a short 
description of what your unit members do in your local 
community or as a volunteer through work, church, or other 
organization. Always remember everything we do crosses 
another path.

2019-2020 is a very special year to make that impact, 
because it is our 100th Anniversary.  Be sure while doing that 
volunteer work to remember you are promoting what the 
Auxiliary stand for

 “Service to Others Not Self ”. pegnolff1956@gmail.com

Community Service
Peggy Nolff, Department Chairman 

National Security
Marcy Jorae
National Security Chairman

18th District Report
Darlene Jones, District President

I am honored and humbled to serve as the 18th District 
President again for another year.  This year has already 
started with so many wonderful things.  First, the Honorary 
Department Junior President Leah Daniels is from Chief 
Pontiac Unit 377, of the 18th District, I have watched her 
grow up helping our veterans and working the Auxiliary 
program what an amazing young lady.  Then we also have 
Kim Champion serving as Department Chaplain, and we 
know she will do a great job. 

We have been busy installing our units in the 18th 
district, at the district installation we had the honor of 
having Marcy Jorae hand out some awards for members 
who have been with different units the longest. She also 
helped with the installation at Cook Nelson she installed 
Sandra Carter as unit President and then at the district 
installation she installed Sandra as our 1st Vice President.   
What an honor for Groves Walker Post 346 the post for 
their Post to have three female veterans serving as officers 
of the post.  I was honored to install the unit and be there 
when the post officers where installed. 

This year in our district, we have already worked several 
programs, our junior gave 10 to education along with other 
units, helped a female veteran with food and personal 
items. Milford Unit 216 had a WWII 100th Anniversary 
Mobile Museum, Auburn Hills 143 already took a truck 
full of new towels to the MVF, Birmingham Troy 14 had 
Christmas in July and collected Toys for Tots, Chief Pontiac 
377 had their homeless veterans picnic, Rochester 172 is 
busy collecting money for the Guardian Angel Dogs, Cook 
Nelson 20 is raising money for Breast Cancer awareness, 
just to name a few events. As you can see the Mighty 18th 
is working hard on the missions of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, and it is an honor to serve as their President.

We also have attended many Parades and events in our 
district; it was an honor to attend the Gold Star Mother 
event at White Chapel Cemetery. We also have a Junior 
Miss Poppy Charleigh Fadeyi, what a great young lady.  
She is learning all about our Gold Star Family.  We went 
to the Vietnam Veterans Wall in Livonia, for the closing 
ceremonies what an awesome job.  This year is just starting 
I am excited to see what other wonderful things we will be 
doing in the Mighty 18th.

We are looking forward to the 100th anniversary of 
the Auxiliary and the Creative Arts Festival this year in 
Michigan.  

For God and Country

Join us 
September 20-21

For the 
2020 Fall Conference

at the
Holiday Inn Gateway 

Flint
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The American Legion Auxiliary’s program Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation will be 
cruising for our veterans during the 2019 -2020 year.  We’ve been volunteering for the past 
100 years caring for our veterans at the VAMC hospitals and homes.  We will continue to 
volunteer for the next 100 years.  Millions of dollars have been donated to help and service 
our veterans from yesterday’s values.   Tomorrow’s vision we are asking the American 
Legion and SAL members to join us in volunteering and caring for our veterans.

There was so much patriotism the last 100 years that we must continue doing so the next 
100 years.  We shall not forget.

If you are not currently volunteering, please do so by checking out the closest VAMC 
hospital or home near you.  Find out what the American Legion Auxiliary is doing and join 
in.

Let’s all be family and work together for our veterans yesterday, today and forever.
Let us never forget.

VA&R Program 2019-20
Bonnie Holt, VA&R Chairman

Leave No Veteran Homeless!AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
FALL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Gateway Center, Flint 
September 20 - September 21, 2019
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019

12:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.  Department Executive Board Meeting

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Leadership

7:00 p.m. Fall Conference Opening

Guests, including Commander and NEC and Guest 

Finance, Lynn Terhune Chairman

Music, Robin Basarabska, Chairman

Chaplain, Mary Dubay, Chairman

Historian, Kim Champion, Chairman

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2018

9:00 – 9:30 Reporting – Georgia Downs

9:30 – 9:45  Americanism – Mary Tyler, Chairman

9:45 – 10:00 Auxiliary Emergency Fund, Judy Lynch, Chairman

10:00 – 10:15  Children & Youth, Kathy Copeland, Chairman

10:15 – 10:30 Community Service, Peggy Nolff, Chairman

10:30 – 11:00 Constitution & Bylaws, Sharon Schulte, Chairman

11:00 – 11:15 Education, Carol Burke, Chairman

11:15 – 11:45 Girls State, Beryl Robbins, Chairman

11:45 – 12:00 Junior Activities, Chris Merlington, Chairman

12:00 - 1:15 LUNCH BREAK

1:15 – 1:30 VA & R, Bonnie Holt, Chairman

1:30 – 1:45 Legislative, Mary Dubay, Chairman

1:45 – 2:45 Membership, Anita Mennel Chairman

2:45 – 3:00 National Security, Marcy Jorae, Chairman

3:00 - 3:15 Past Presidents Parley, Sue Verville, Chairman

3:15 – 3:35 Poppy,Connie Kovacs, Chairman

3:35 – 3:50 Public Relations, Barbara Hoaglund, Chairman

3:50 – 4:10 100 Year Anniversary - - Marcy Jorae

4:10 – 5:00 Wrap-up

Margo Forrester
Nemo Resideo is Latin and means, 

Leave no one behind! With that thought in 
mind, I say, “Leave no veteran homeless!” 
Homelessness has been defined as having 
no fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence. It includes frequently moving, 
couch surfing, staying in various locations 
such as homeless shelters, transitional hous-
ing, abandoned buildings, cars, tents, mo-
tels, etc.

Who are the homeless veterans? The 
Department of Veteran Affairs states the na-
tions’ homeless veterans are predominately 
male and roughly 9% female.

Why are veterans homeless? The an-
swers are complex. There is an extreme 
shortage of affordable housing, jobs that 
offer livable incomes, and access to health-
care. Many veterans suffer from physical 
and mental disabilities, trauma, or PTSD 
that was never addressed, and or have sub-
stance abuse issues.

How can we help? Our own American 
Legion Department of Michigan has three 
programs to help veterans experiencing a 
homeless crisis by providing financial and 
supportive services: The Homeless Veter-
ans Task Force, Patriot Fund and Michigan 
Wounded and Returning Warriors Pro-
gram. 

Homeless veterans can contact the VA 
to determine what assistance is available, 
in their area. The VA has adopted, as poli-
cy, the Housing First model.  Housing First 
breaks down barriers and is less expensive 
than shelters, incarcerations, and hospi-
talizations. Once a veteran is housed, then 
supportive services such as; health care, 
food stability and nutrition, job training, 
and placement, can follow. Additionally, 
certified Veteran Service Officers can direct 

veterans to available benefits and help them 
apply for federal, state, and local resources.

Veterans may not be able to get help be-
cause they can’t afford a copy of their birth 
certificate, state ID, or driver’s license. Not 
having these pieces of documentation im-
pedes their ability to obtain a social securi-
ty card and ultimately, qualify for benefits. 
It’s hard to get a job when you can’t provide 
an address, not to mention, have a regular, 
warm, and safe place to sleep, eat and wash 
your clothes. It’s nearly impossible to come 
up with first months’ rent and a security de-
posit. You may not qualify for food stamps 
or the bare minimum (under $20/month). 
Nor will you qualify without an address. 
Additionally, food stamps don’t cover paper 
products or hygiene items.

Consider hosting a “Stand Down” to 
help homeless vets get in touch with useful 
resources. Plus, it’s an opportunity to pro-
vide them with hygiene items and even pa-
per products. 

Perhaps if we learn of a struggling 
veteran, our Legion Family can help with 
transportation, groceries, paper products, 
laundry costs, etc. Keep in mind this winter, 
coats, gloves, socks, and blankets are need-
ed because they get wet and dirty. Plus, they 
would likely enjoy hand warmers, snacks, 
disposable body wipes, etc.   If we send 
them, we should mend them!

What can I do?
Determine the need in your communi-

ty. Visit with homeless veteran service pro-
viders. Contact your mayor’s office for a list 
of providers, or search the NCHV database.

Involve others. If you are not already 
part of an organization, align yourself with 
a few other people who are interested in at-
tacking this issue.

Americanism Report
Peggy Nolff

Americanism is a part of all programs in 
the ALA; every unit, every district should 
have something to report. The purpose of the 
Americanism program is to promote patrio-
tism and responsible citizenship.

We do this with patriotic education, pro-
moting patriotism in ourselves and our 
homes, working with the youth and adults 
in our communities, voter registration, and 
participation and flag protection.  There are 
many ways to establish a good Americanism 
Program in your Unit.  As we have just cel-
ebrated Flag day, what did you do with your 
Unit?  Did our attend a Flag Ceremony, march 
in a parade, or give honor to those who fly our 
flag every day with pride.  We have a great pro-
gram called the eye spy program where you 
can present a certificate of Appreciation for 
flying the flag in your community, to home-
owners and businesses. If anyone is interested, 
I can email you the certificate in word format.  

Do you conduct a program at your school?  
Now is the time to plan for the starting of 
the school year, create a letter to your school 
principal and introduce yourself and offer 

your services if your unit has not established 
a relationship.  Pick an upcoming holiday to 
promote; you can start small and hand out 
bookmarkers with the Pledge of Allegiance or 
the ruler with Past Presidents. Our American-
ism Essay every year is a great way to start that 
relationship.  Did you know that every time 
you share a picture of the flag on Facebook 
that you are promoting and working your 
Americanism Program? Have you posted flag 
etiquette or what the Patriot Holidays to fly 
the flag in your local paper or on your Unit 
Facebook page? Did you know the wearing a 
flag lapel pin or any patriotic clothing is a part 
of your Americanism program?  How many 
hours have you flown our flag? Did you attend 
Wreaths Across America? As your depart-
ment chairman, I have received some wonder-
ful narratives sharing what units have accom-
plished. But in the same breath, there are so 
many units and districts that go unreported. 
Now is our time to start a recording of what 
to report.  Now is the time to start planning 
on this year’s Americanism Programs, start 
with one project, and then be sure to report it.  
Just remember that all matters about the flag 
or patriotic education are rightly classified as 
Americanism activities. 
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2020 Post Membership Incentives
All Posts that reach their goal will equally split $2,000.00. Posts will remain eligible until they reach 100%.  
Prizes will be awarded after each deadline date.
The following chart has been developed to give larger Posts an opportunity to share in the Post goal money 
for each turn in date.
Examples:
A Post goal of 68 members at 100% of goal will need 68 to qualify.
A Post goal of 180 members at 90% will need 162 to qualify.
A Post goal of 426 members at 85% will need 362 to qualify.
A Post goal of 1085 members at 80% will need 868 to qualify.

Post Size
Category

Small
Posts

# of 
Posts

Medium
Posts

# of
Posts

Large
Posts

# of
Posts

Extra Large
Posts

# of 
Posts

Goal 15 - 
100

206 101 - 300 136 301 - 
600

39 601 - 2000 5

November
11, 2019

100% 90% 85% 80%

December
31, 2019

100% 95% 90% 85%

February
5, 2020

100% 100% 95% 90%

March 4, 
2020

100% 100% 98% 95%

May 6, 
2020

100% 100% 100% 100%

All members that pay their dues by November 30, 2019 will be entered in a drawing for a free paid up for 
life membership. This is open to current PUFLs. Those current PUFLs will receive a cash award equal to what 
their PUFL would currently cost. If you have any questions contact Membership Chairman Bob Higley,  (810) 
623-1536, email bob.higley.jr@gmail.com.

Richard T. Dubay Endorsed 
for Department Commander 
2020-2021 

The Seventh District Association of the 
American Legion proudly endorses Richard 
T. Dubay for the office of Department 
Commander for the year 2020-2021.

Richard is a Vietnam Veteran who earned his 
eligibility for the American Legion by serving 
in the Air Force from 1966 to 1969.  He has 
been a dedicated Legionnaire for 34 years.

Richard has served as Judge Advocate, on the 
Executive Board, as Junior Vice-Commander, 
Senior Vice-Commander, and is a Past 
Commander of Post #4 in Mt. Clemens.  He is 
a past member of the Honor Guard.  He was 
Chairman for seven years and also served as a liaison between the Post and Boy Scout Troop #75.  He 
has served on various committees and is an Honorary Life Member of Post #4.

At the District level, Richard has served on the Executive Board, Historian, Junior Vice-Commander, 
Senior Vice Commander, and as the 7th District Commander.  He has served on various committees 
in the District and is currently serving on the Executive Board and as the Chairman of the District 
Advisory Committee.  

On the Department level, Richard has served on the National Security Committee, as 3rd Zone 
Chairman on Education and Scholarship, as Department Historian, on the Post Development 
Committee, Chairman for one year, and as 3rd Zone Commander.  He is a graduate of Michigan 
Leadership College.  Richard is currently serving the Department on the Finance committee.

At the National level, Richard was National Historian in the 2017-2018 membership year.  He has 
also served on the National Security Council; the National Homeland and Security Council, and 
the National Legislative Council.  He is currently serving the National organization on the National 
Security Council and the National Legislative Council.  

Richard is retired from working security at a Detroit Edison Power Plant.  Before that, he had over 
30 years of experience as a manufacturing supervisor at a Detroit area automobile supplier. Richard 
and his wife, Mary, have been married for 49 years and have four children and 11 grandchildren.

Richard is a hard-working and dedicated Legionnaire, and we ask your support for our candidate 
for the office of Department Commander for 2020-2021.

Registration is due by August 15.  Seating is limited to the 
first 150 participants.

The Richard A. Morrison Combined Advocacy Training will be held September 12-14 at the 
Higgins Lake Ralph A. MacMullen DNR Center.
Post service officers, County Veteran Service Officers, and Veteran Advocates are encour-
aged to attend.  
Last year the event was held in Lansing, but we are returning to Higgins Lake.  If you want to 
know the proper way to help veterans through a complicated VA benefits system.
County VSO’s will receive in-depth training on updated VA rules and procedures.  PSO’s 
and Veteran Advocates will learn about the resources and help available to veterans seeking 
assistance.  They will learn the proper way to direct veterans in the right directions for help.
This training is open to anyone willing to learn. Reserve your spot today.

Post Redevelopment & 
Revitalization Committee

Jery Andrus, Chairman

There are several posts that are struggling for mem-
bers but won’t do anything to get more members.  Why 
I do not know.  Your post-development team will come 
to you and help you get members.  All you need to do 
is ask. 

If you are going to turn in your charter, there are 
things you must do.  First, and most important, any 
property real or financial CAN NOT be used for per-
sonal gain.  We do have a few that have tried and can 
not get enough members involved.  We have done one 
revitalization and have another that we are setting up 
now.

Most posts that close are the small ones that have 
never tried to get members and are old and set in their 
ways.  I know younger ones are hard to get, but there 
are a lot of Viet era veterans that are now retired and 
need something to do.  The Legion Act that was just 
signed into law by the President opens up 3,000,000 
more possible members.

The ladies Auxiliary will no longer be just for ladies.  
It will just be the auxiliary so the woman veterans will 
be able to have their husbands be a part of the Legion 
family also.

These are two big steps for the legion family, and we 
must start taking advantage of this.  If you would like 
our help give us a call or tell your district commander 
and they can pass along the info.  WE ARE HERE TO 
HELP.



Thursday, September 19, 2019
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Legion Headquarters Office Fillmore 
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Registration   Hotel Lobby 
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Committee Chairman Training Washington 
Immediately following Zone/District Commander Training Washington
Friday, September 20, 2019
8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Registration   Hotel Lobby
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Legion Headquarters Office Fillmore
8:45 a.m.  Resolutions Assignmen  Fillmore
9:00 a.m. – Noon              Finance/Personnel   Taylor
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Baseball    Washington
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Children & Youth   Madison   
   Education & Scholarship  Taft   
   Reconnect               Lincoln
   Boys State   Monroe 
11:00 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. VAVS/VHVS   Washington
11:30 a.m. – Noon Veterans Employment & Education Washington
Noon – 1:00 p.m.              VA & R    Washington
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Americanism   Madison/McKinley 
   Internal Affairs   Taft   
   Post Development  Monroe
   Media & Communications  Taylor
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.  Membership   Lincoln 
   Natl Security & Foreign Relations Madison/McKinley 
   Permanent Time Place/Resolutions Taft 
   Legislative   Taylor  
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  SAL Budget Meeting  Monroe
3:30 – 4:00 p.m.  3rd Zone Meeting    Taft 
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Leading Candidate for Nat’l Cmdr  Madison/McKinley
4:45 – 6:45 p.m.  D.E.C. Meeting   Washington
Immediately following DEC will be the Raffle drawing
Saturday, September 21, 2019
8:00 a.m. – Noon              Registration   Hotel Lobby
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Legion H/Q Office  Fillmore 
9:00 a.m. – Noon              SAL DEC Meeting  Monroe
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. PDCs/First Ladies Lunch  J. Porters 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch break
Noon M.A.L.P.A. meeting 
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. SAL:  Social Media 101-Promoting Monroe
 the Legion Family
Training – Room 1:  Joint Training  Washington

9:00 a.m. – Noon How to increase participation and fundraising in Department 
programs for high school students: Boys/Girls State, Youth Law Enforcement Cadet, 
Oratorical Contest, Junior Shooting Sports, Scholarships – Wilson Brewer, Fundraising, 
Awards & Recognition within Americanism/Teachers.
Service Officer Functions & TFA Programs Available: National TFA & NEF, 
Foundation TFA programs, Department TFA’s
Conventions & Delegate Training for future
Committee’s within National & Department 101
Training – Washington Room: MEMBERSHIP 101
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Membership & Post Development Training 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  MyLegion with Deanna

Training – Lincoln Room: POST & DISTRICT OPERATIONS
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Basic Finances, IRS status, EIN, LARA, Tax 

Exemptions
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Post Officer’s and responsibilities

Training – Taylor Room: SERVICE OFFICER 101
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Department Veteran Service Officers 
 Defining what is a Post Service Officer
 Paperwork and duties
 Dignity Memorial and burial benefits
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Wilwin Lodge Meeting    
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Legion Riders Meeting 
5:00 – 7:30 p.m.  G.N.U.T.S. – Swartz Creek Post
8:00 p.m. Reception for Leading Candidate    

Commander’s Suite
8:00 p.m. Social Event – band 
Sunday, September 22, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. D.E.C. Meeting   Washington 
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Legion H/Q Office  Fillmore
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The American Legion Department of Michigan Fall Conference is scheduled for September 
20-22 at the Holiday Inn Gateway in Flint.  The conference, open to all members of The 

American Legion, consists of committee meetings (including the Department Executive Committee), 
and features training sessions on Saturday, September 21.  Fall Conference is a place to learn more 
about the structure and functioning of the Legion, Department, Legion programs, and more.  It is 
also a great opportunity to meet other Legionnaires from throughout the State of Michigan. 

Fall Conference Schedule

* ALL INFORMATION SHOWN IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE *

The Only Written Official Call
American Legion, Department of Michigan
Annual Fall Conference, September 20-22, 2019
Gateway Holiday Inn, Flint, Michigan
Department Commander Barry Wood
Purpose:  To implement plans for the new American Legion program year and to 
conduct the business of the American Legion, Department of Michigan. Department 
committees (who are called, see below) will meet to plan and discuss programs for 
the new year.  The Department Executive Committee will meet to receive reports 
from the committee chairmen.  Awards will be presented, and schools of instruction 
will be conducted on a variety of subjects.
The Department Executive Committee, Department Committees, and Chairmen 
listed below are officially called to participate in the fall conference. See program 
book for all specific locations.
Registrations • Registration fee is $15.00 for all members and guests. 
Department Executive Committee meets Friday, September 20, at 4:00 p.m.  
Department Committees meet Friday, September 20; meetings begin at 9:00 a.m. 
See schedule in the September Legionnaire or at www.michiganlegion.org (available 
soon)

•	 Americanism, Baseball, Boys State, Children & Youth, Education & Scholarship, 
Finance/Personnel, Internal Affairs, Legislative, Membership, National 
Security & Foreign Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Post Development, 
Media & Communications, Reconnect, Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation, 
Veteran Affairs Volunteer Services/Veteran Health Volunteer Services, and 
Veterans Employment & Education.

Schools of instruction will be conducted on Saturday, September 21.  See the 
September MI Legionnaire and conference brochure for a list of classes.
Department Executive Committee will reconvene on Sunday, September 22, at 
9:00 a.m.
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WIN $5,000!
You Should Have Received 
Your 2019 Fall Sweepstakes

Don’t miss an opportunity
to win one of six money prizes from 

the 
Michigan American Legion

Fall Sweepstakes.
Prizes range from $500 to $5,000.  

If your ticket is drawn and you are
 present at the drawing

you will win an extra $100.  
Tickets were mailed to Legionnaires

in August. 
Tickets are available at 

Department Headquarters
and will be available at

Fall Conference
before the drawing on Friday,

September 20.

Our staff is dedicat-
ed to providing 

the very best veterans’ 
advocacy to Michi-
gan Veterans and their 
families.They can assist 
with Claims Prepara-
tion, Presentation and appeal counsel 
in Veterans’ benefits services. We can 
assist you and your dependents in get-
ting the Benefits that you have earned 
by your service to your country. 

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director, 
Gary’s cell no. (313) 549-8557
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6641
Fax (313) 964-5697

al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule

Visit us www.mivabenefits.org 

American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Gary Easterling
Director

Statement of Ownership - U.S. Postal Service Requirement Annually

Michigan Veterans Coalition Ser-
vice Officers have recovered 
$99,013,211 in VA claims from 

October 1, 2018 to June 2019, for our 
Veterans
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Grand Haven Post 28 Riders hosted a first-ever “Run with the Commander” for ice 
cream. The run started at Post 28 in Grand Haven with an ice cream stop in Fruitport. 
Post 28 Commander #102, Janet E Fonger rode with Post 28 Riders Director, John 

Kemme

World War II veterans 
Ralph Dake and Grover Good, 
both members of Harry Baker 
Post 367 in Montrose, were 
honored during the open 
house commemorating D-Day 
at the Veterans Bell Memorial 
in Montrose.

Herman Schutt US Navy WWII vet-
eran turned 100 years young on June 
18, 2019. To help him celebrate from 
the Wyoming Post #154 is Trish Sex-
ton, Ron Marsiglia, Richard Kosters and 
Catherine Buckley at the Post Sheldon 
Senior Home.

The Frank Wendland Post 253 Royal 
Oak installed a plaque and American Le-
gion logo on a rock at the city of Royal 
Oak’s cmetery to honor the Veterans who 
are buried there.  Honoring the memo-
ries.                                                   

2019 Michigan Boys State delegate Jacob Calleb 
thanking Harry Ollrich Post 4, Mount Clemens, Com-
mander Rich Poole and the members at our general 
membership meeting July 22, 2019 for sponsoring him to 
Boys State. Jacob gave Post 4 a breakdown of the great 
experience he encounters.

Charles A. Conklin Post Commander Ride for Ice Cream

Department Commander Barry Wood is present a State Proclamation hon-
oring The American Legions 100th Anniversary of service to our veterans at the  
Chasening Fair in July.                                            

Lillian Larson (Greenwood) 
Post 114, Auxiliary and SAL 
Squadron  recently donated $550 
to the Upper Peninsula Honor 
Flight, which provided veterans 
from the community to visit their 
various memorials and monu-
ments in Washington, DC.  In-
cluded in photo are, (front) Pete 
Carello and Honor Flight staffer 
Paul Makela;  (rear) Mike Fras-
er, Greg Grund, Dean Stephens, 
Tom Sharland, Rich Sharland and 
Scott Marietti.

Members of Walter W. Cole Post 
301, Rapid River, are presenting 94 
year old World War II veteran, Edward 
Lamberg, with his 73-year continuous 
membership pin and certificate.

Thank you for your service Edward.


