
Well, the year is almost over! {for the 
second time} I would like to thank all 
my officers and chairmen for two years 

of service. I would also like to thank the legion headquarters 
staff for all you do for the sons. 
Even though traveling was down this year, and yes, I would 

do it again. I am still able and available for anything. There 
were a lot of emails, phone calls, and zoom meetings held lo-
cally and nationally. Speaking of Zoom meetings, since the 
mid-winter conference was canceled, we held a Detachment 
Executive Committee in February. Where most officers and 

chairmen attended, I would like to thank National Commander Clint Bolt and Central 
State Membership Chairman Jeff Vrabel Sr. for being able to be on the call.
Some of the topics talked about was the future of our detachment, such as our detachment 

convention, in June and the Legion annual department convention is in July. As of right 
now, they are both a go!  All information is online for both, so reserve your room and get 
registered. 
I have a few months left in office, but I am still available for any or all functions. So let me 

know if you would like me or any other officer or chairman to attend your event. 
On a final note, I would like to Thank my Legion dad Barry, Auxiliary President mom 

Georgia and my little sister Jr. Auxiliary President Leah for two good years!
Honor Thy Veteran
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
It is Almost the End of the Year

Mike Holley
SAL Commander Michigan Boys State 2021 is Going 

Virtual
Mike Holley, Boys State Liaison

Michigan Boys State is going VIRTUAL in 2021.  On March 29, 
the Department Executive Committee approved the Boys State 
Committees virtual program, since restriction to meet in-per-

son at Grand Valley State University would be prohibitive to a program.
The program will be five-days, starting on Monday, June 14 at 9 a.m. and ending on 
Friday, June 18 in the afternoon.  Delegates will gather via ZOOM from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
each day, with an hour for lunch break.
To receive credit delegates will need to be connected and participate in the program for 
at least ninety percent of the program. 
The program will be different from an in-person event in that concentration will be 
placed on the executive, legislative, and judicial state level branches of government.  
Delegates will represent fictional cities, but the cities will not be in operation.
Registration application is available at michiganboysstate.org.  The cost of the virtual 
program will be $125, plus a $25 non-refundable registration fee.  The DEC is requir-
ing that at least 100 delegates be registered for the program.
If you have any questions contact Jerry Kelley at (734) 434-8272 or email at jkel-
ley2136@sbcglobal.net. 

Zone I Commander Report
Greg Price, Commander

The 1st & 16th Districts have held their Oratorical contests.   The winners from those 
contests met at the 1st Zone Oratorical Contest on February 20th, with the winner from 
the Zone contest representing the 1st Zone at the Department Oratorical Contest.  
The winner from our Zone I contest competing in the Department Oratorical contest is 

Sophia Hugh, who attends Grosse Pointe South High School.  We are all wishing her the 
Best when she competes in the March 6th contest held in Lansing.
Detachment Commander Mike Holley scheduled a Mid-Winter Conference meeting 

via Zoom on February 20th because our in-person Conference had been canceled due to 
the current pandemic.  All Zone Commanders and Committee Chairmen were required 
to be on the call.  Various topics were discussed on the call, such as Membership, the 2021 
Convention, and Future Elections.
Members from the 16th & 18th Districts have formed a 2021 Convention committee 

that has been working hard to hold this year’s Detachment Convention that will be held 
at the Holiday Inn in Southgate June 4, 5, and 6, after their disappointment with the can-
cellation of the 2020 Detachment Convention that was also scheduled to have taken place 
in Southgate being canceled because of the Covid-19 Virus.  Thank you to every one of 
these volunteers who have shown their dedication to make this happen.
I would like to mention Membership again.  We still have Squadrons that are showing 

(0) on our membership report.  I have spoken to a couple of members of those Squad-
rons.  They have told me that they have paid their dues and believe that they (their squad-
ron) are probably waiting for more people to pay their dues, and then they will send in 
those membership dues saving money on postage.  I hope that Squadrons will send in 
membership dues as they receive them (remember to include $11.00 per member for 
their dues to Department).

Continue to be safe and enjoy the upcoming warmer weather.                                             

Remember dues to Detachment from Squad-
rons is $11 for each member.

2020 MEMBERSHIP FINAL EDITION
Carvin Chapman, Membership Chairman

Greetings, as we come to the end of our membership year, we are still lagging behind the 
rest of the nation’s large detachments; time is growing short, Do not hold on to any cards 
even if you only have 1 or 2 to send in. Or, if you would like, let me know, and I will come 
to pick them up and take them personally to Lansing for you!
Also, do not forget that the amount due ( to be sent in) is now $11 per card. Please remit 

the right amount with your cards and vouchers. I hope that everyone is well and healthy; 
we know that people are hurting; please contact your post/squadron and see if they can 
help with your dues or any other needs! Remember, Membership is the lifeblood of our 
organization!
The 18th District SAL Association, as well as Chief Pontiac 377 American Legion Family, 

are proud to endorse and support Carvin “ Huey” Chapman for the high office of National 
executive Committeeman and William “ Bill” DeGroot for Detachment Sergeant at Arms 
at our coming convention, and we hope you will as well. For God and Country! Please don’t 
forget to hug and thank a Veteran!

Gordon “Zack” Pendell for Detachment 
Commander
The Hice-Shutes Sons of the American Legion Squadron 
170, Three Rivers, proudly introduces Gordon “Zack “ 
Pendell to all the Son’s and Legion Family Members:
Gordon “Zack” Pendell is the leading candidate for the 
high office of Detachment Commander for the year 
2021-2022. Zack’s eligibility is through his Grandfather 
Ashley N. Pendell a 17-year veteran of the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers, and also a retired Ohio Na-
tional Guardsman!
Zack is a 16-year member of the Hice-Shutes SAL Squad-
ron and very active on the district and detachment level.
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Missing in America Project
Greg Price, Chairman

4th Zone Report
John P. Brown, Commander

At this time, I have no information of any forgotten hero cremains that may 
have been discovered.  

Many individuals would like to continue to visit funeral homes to find out if 
there are any Unclaimed Cremains of Veterans sitting on their storage shelves.

With the guidelines of the do’s and don’ts during this Covid-19 Virus pandem-
ic, it is difficult for them to do that.   I am guessing that there are more important 
concerns about taking care of their families, friends, and neighbors.

What is the Missing in America Project?  We discovered many years ago that 
Veterans’ cremains were on the storage shelves of funeral homes that families 
had not claimed.  Through legislative action by the Sons of the American Legion 
and help from The American Legion, if the cremains can be identified as a mil-
itary veteran, and attempts have been made to contact family, a veterans service 
organization may work with the funeral and a VA National Cemetery to give a 
proper burial.  

To learn more, visit www.miap.us.
Please stay safe, and enjoy some quality time with those who bring joy into 

your life.

Hello, 9th, 10th, and 19 Districts.
Together we make up the 4th Zone as we know it now. The 4th Zone is going to be split in 
the future.  I will keep you posted as to when this is going to happen.
I hope all of you, “Sons,” and your families are doing well during the pandemic.  Vaccines, 
masks, and social distance should start to slow the spread of this virus.
SAL Convention is scheduled to happen on June 4-6th in Southgate.  Whether this happens 
or not is still up in the air; I will keep you posted.  
Department has setup post instructions for the election of officers for the year 2021-2022.  
I am going to mail this information out, as well as the information sheet requested by the 
National Detachment for all squadrons in Michigan.  These will be mailed to your posts.   If 
you do not receive this information by the time this article prints, please contact me.   
Squadrons, please send in your member’s dues monies as soon as you receive them.  Please 
do not sit on dues monies.  Last year the 4th Zone was #1 in getting our dues monies in.  
This was accomplished by a great effort on the part of all of our squadrons; with your effort, 
we can repeat being #1 again.
*Please remember, National dues increased by $3.00.  Total dues are now $11.00 per mem-
ber.
Posts are re-opening, and activities of our squadrons are starting to happen.  Please let me 
know what’s going on in your Squadron.  E-mail me or call to let me know what’s happening 
in your Squadron, and please send pictures so as I can forward them to Detachment.
Remember you “Blue Cappers” are the SAL.  Please let me know what your Squadron is 
doing what you are thinking of doing so as I can inform the Detachment of what’s going on 
in the 4th Zone.
Hope to hear from you soon.  Please e-mail or call if I can be of assistance. Phone: (734) 
634-7733
e-mail: johnbrwn421@aol.com

3rd Zone Report
Randy Jackson, Commander 2018-2021

Greetings and SALutations,
As we wind down our fiscal year, it’s time to ponder all of the 
good things that we have done. For instance, while Squadron 
#4 was cleaning out their office a few months ago, they found 
their long-lost charter. Time to hang it up on the wall and be 
proud of it again! I am sure that all of you could think of an 
instance over the past year where you have helped a veteran 
or one of their family members. That is what this newsletter is 
about. Here we get to brag on ourselves to the rest of our Le-
gion Family Members. I know, if you are like me, we don’t toot 
our own horns in public. We do not do this for recognition; 
we do it because it is the right thing to do, and it feels good.
Our time to vote in our new officers is fast approaching. And 

as such, my many years as your 3rd Zone Commander will be drawing to a close. There is 
a very capable man looking to fill this position for next year. A good friend of mine, Mr. 
Daniel Tyack, I know that you will give him all the reports and support that you have given 
me over these past years, for which I am grateful.
This June, at our Detachment Convention, there will be a few positions that may be open-
ing on the Detachment Executive Committee. One of which is the office of Alternate Na-
tional Executive Committeeman. I have received an endorsement from both my Squadron 
and the 18th District to run for that office. It is an office that I have held once in the past, 
shortly after my year as your State Commander. I know what is involved, and I believe that 
I can represent the Detachment of Michigan in the best way possible. I look forward to 
seeing a lot of you at the Convention this year, and I hope that I can count on your support 
in my bid for A.N.E.C.
Yours in Americanism.

I hope everyone is safe and healthy; prayers go out to anyone that might be sick or 
mourning the loss of a loved one. Remember our servicemen and women who are keep-
ing this great country safe every day, Our Veterans, children, and youth,
It is that time of year once again to start putting together the memorial service for our 
convention. If you have any deceased from your squadron, please send the names to 
me so they can be included in the memorial service. With these trying times and not 
having a convention last year, I will need them for 2yrs. Email me the names to wy-
att0506@comcast.net. Or fill the squadron chaplains report form out that you can find at 
the detachment website under resources, detachment forms, and send it to 6399 Jericho 
Rd., Stevensville, MI 49127.  We want to make sure we recognize everyone we have lost, 
Thank you for your help with this,
Stay safe and healthy; take care of one another; hope to see you all soon.

Chaplain Report
Ronald R. Wyatt, Detachment Chaplain

CWF, PUBLIC AND MEDIA RELATIONS, EDITOR
Sandy Lipman

Well, here we are, our final edition of this strange year. I want to thank the blue cappers 
of Gladstone, Grand Haven, Tecumseh, and all others who have sent me photos and arti-
cles for our four editions we are in! I would love to see more from squadrons within our 
great state. To our Chairman and Officers, we need more input so that our membership 
is aware of our great programs and projects that we support. You need to let the blue 
cappers know who you are and that if they need you will be there for them!
Donations this year have been scarce; please, if you have any donations to submit, do it 
now. The closing date for the CWF is May 31, 2021. As of now, the Detachment of Mich-
igan has less than $2,000 donated. We still have aprons for sale at $20 each and can be 
ordered through National. Contact me or go online for info and make sure it is credited 
to us! Don’t forget NEF, Operation Comfort Warrior, Fisher house, Michigan Wounded 
and Returning Warrior, and the Legacy Scholarship Fund!
One last thought. Let’s brag on ourselves. The community needs to know all of the great 
things this organization does for not only The Veterans and their Families but the Com-
munity, State, and Nation. We are proud possessors of a priceless heritage!
 We are Sons!

Detachment Membership
as of March 30, 2021

Goal: 24,080

Current: 18,733  77.78%
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18th District Report
David Mennel, District Commander, & Sandy Lipman, District Chaplain

Please consider a donation today visit http://www.cwf-inc.org/

SAL Convention Committee
Victor Fisher, 16th District SAL Commander, C0-Chair 2021 SAL Convention

Greetings from the SAL Convention Committee. I want to thank the Grand Haven SAL 
for pushing their plans back a year and the Detachment, on giving us a chance to plan 
our convention, once again.   
We held a committee meeting on February 20. Your safety is our main concern. We are 
planning to hold our convention June 4-6, with safety precautions in place.  We wanted 
to let you know that the only way we will not hold our convention, is if Department or 
National instruct us to cancel it. We are not sure what restrictions will be in place, by 
Governor Whitmer or he health department in June. If the restrictions in place in June, 
prevent us from holding the meetings for our convention in the hotel indoors, then we 
will hold the meetings outside at the Southgate American Legion property. We will have 
a huge party tent with enough tables and chairs to accommodate everyone, and be safe.    
Please make your reservations by calling the hotel directly at 734- 283-4400. You must 
mention that you are calling for the SAL Convention block. The room rate is $109 per 
night. We are planning on booking the entire hotel. We will also have access to the YMCA 
splash park located next door to the hotel. The hotel is the Holiday Inn Southgate(Detroit 
-South), 17201 Northline Rd. Southgate, MI 48195. 
Please ensure that you call the correct hotel. There is a Holiday Inn Express, located be-
hind the one that we will be holding our convention. 
Also, with safety in mind, our committee has cancelled the Boat ride on Detroit River. 
There will not be a boat ride. If you paid for the boat ride last year, we will refund your 
money. We will be having a get together at the Wyandotte 217 Post on Friday June 4. 
Details will be available at the convention.  The deadline to put in any ad of any kind for 
our convention book, is April 15. We want to thank everyone for their patience during 
this pandemic. We hope to see everyone at the convention June 4-6.
God Bless



Tecumseh American Legion Post #34 Mourns 
Loss of Cherished Member
Scott Gregory

     Every once in a while, along comes a 
member that does so much consistently 
and yet wants no recognition for it. Donald 
James Martin, “D.J.” was this kind of Amer-
ican Legion member. D.J. passed away on 
December 1st, 2020, surrounded by family. 
He will be missed.
     D.J. joined the Marines on the “Buddy 
Program” in 1958 with his friend “Bob,” and 
from that day forward, D. J. never stopped 
serving his creator, his family, his country, 
and his community.
     D.J. was a proud member of the Tecumseh 
United Methodist Church. He was a man 
who practiced those teachings by living ev-
ery day as an example for others. D.J. was 
kind, loving, and forgiving.
     D.J. owned and operated Martins Home 
Center located in our downtown. This is 
a family business with many members of 
the Martin family working throughout the 
store; sons, daughters, and grandchildren. 
The family was important to D.J., and being surrounded by them every day in a family 
business elated him. He was a man of his word, and this he taught his family, along 
with many other things. He told his children when they were younger, if they guessed a 
Christmas gift, they could not get that gift. David Martin, his son, learned not to guess 
a gift or second guess a father’s word. Sorry, David, that sounded like a really nice tool 
chest! 
    The family views D.J. as their Marine hero. He spent three years in The United States 
Marine Corps. He loved the experience and said it taught him to be a man. He served 
his country proudly, and when he returned home honorably, he never stopped serving. I 
cannot begin to list the philanthropy of this man and his family. Also, he and they would 
not want that. D.J. was not about fanfare and recognition; D.J. gave from his heart. I 
know this to be a fact, and that is why I would like to honor D.J. and share with everyone 
that his heart reached all parts of our town and community. We are thankful and grateful 
beyond words. Our Mayor Jack Baker referred to D.J. as “Mr. Tecumseh” due to his un-
wavering concern for this town and his many contributions.      
     Along with condolences, I would like to thank the entire Martin family for all they 
have done and are continuing to do in the traditions of Martins Home Center and D.J. 
Rest in peace, D.J. Salute. 
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American Legion Post 28 Grand Haven Namesake, Charles A. Conklin, to Receive Purple Heart, 
Posthumously, After 101-Years 
Dr. Chris Petras, Charles A. Conklin SAL Squadron 28 

If someone were have said to me a decade ago, 
“you’re going to uncover a document that will lead 
to an American Legion Post namesake’s eligibility 
for the Purple Heart, after 101-years,” I would have 
said, “you are dreaming!” But that’s what happened 
recently as a result of my research, in 2019, for a tele-
vision documentary on Charles A. Conklin Amer-
ican Legion Post 28 and book I published chroni-
cling events in the centennial evolution of Post 28. 

The story begins in 2017, when Post 28, brought 
me onboard to produce a series of special fund-
raising events for their Fall 2018 “American Legion 
Centennial Gala,” in celebration of the 100th anni-
versary of the American Legion organization. Days 
after the successful Post 28 Gala event, Officers and 
the Commander of Post 28, at the time, had another, 
more personal, centennial anniversary to consider, and that was, the upcoming centennial 
anniversary of Post 28. I was asked to generate ideas on how best to celebrate this milestone 
for the Post. I had an idea. Why not produce a television documentary on the centennial 
evolution of Charles A. Conklin American Legion Post 28 Grand Haven? The Post Com-
mander and Officers liked the idea and approved. And so, my journey began as co-produc-
er and co-director (with documentary filmmaker, Daniel Joel Deal), and lead researcher for 
the Post 28 documentary: “Our Family, Our Home: Charles A. Conklin American Legion 
Post 28 Grand Haven, MI.”

As lead researcher for the documentary, my role was to gather data that would help tell 
the story of Post 28, including the life and military service of the Post’s namesake, Charles 
A. Conklin.  I read and analyzed a plethora of documents including the Post’s chartering 
documents, minutes of Post meetings, military documents, and more than 3,000 newspa-
per articles. Along the research path, I discovered a document used in processing Conklin’s 
disinterment (from Baccarat, France to Grand Haven, MI). A section of the document indi-
cates “cause of death.” Conklin’s cause of death read, “DWRIA,” meaning, Died of Wounds 
Received in Action. The disinterment form, along with several local newspaper stories 
about Grand Haven’s first fallen during WWI, raised a question in the back of my mind, 
“did Charles A. Conklin ever receive a Purple Heart?” With the deadline for the documen-
tary just months away, along with, my desire to write a book chronicling the centennial 
evolution of Post 28, I proceeded forward, with no further investigation, into Conklin’s 
Purple Heart status. 

Having successfully finished the final cut of documentary for television broadcast and 
publishing the book, everything seemed complete with much to celebrate. However, one 
thing was missing. The status of Charles A. Conklin and Purple Heart. 

In the summer of 2020, I revisited the Conklin and Purple Heart question and reached 
out to U.S. Congressman, Bill Huizenga (MI 2nd District) to seek his help in discovering the 
status of Conklin and Purple Heart. Congressman Huizenga’s staff quickly made an inquiry 
to the US ARMY. The ARMY response however came with disappointing news. Conklin’s 
military records were destroyed in a National Archives warehouse fire, just outside St. Louis, 
MO, in 1973. Things looked bleak. However, upon receipt of the news, I remembered dis-
covering Conklin’s disinterment processing form which indicated he had “Died of Wounds 

Received in Action” 
and forwarded to 
Congressman Huiz-
enga. He then made 
a second inquiry 
with Conklin’s disin-
terment processing 
form included. In 
October of 2020, the 
US ARMY informed 
Congressman Huiz-
enga, by letter, they 
had reconsidered 
Conklin’s Purple 
Heart eligibility sta-
tus, in-light-of the 

new document (disinterment 
form), and that Conklin was 
now eligible for the Purple 
Heart. After 101-years, Amer-
ican Legion Post 28 Grand 
Haven’s namesake, Charles 
A. Conklin will receive the 
Purple Heart, posthumously, 
by Congressman Huizenga. 
A presentation of the Purple 
Heart to Post 28 will be sched-
uled when gathering restric-
tions under State COVID-19 
rules loosen. 

As a member of Charles A. 
Conklin SAL Squadron 28, I am blessed and honored to have played a role in recognizing, 
with the Purple Heart, the heroism and ultimate sacrifice of my American Legion Post’s 
namesake, after 101-years.


