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AmericAn Legion issues stAnce on strAtegy in ukrAine - cALLs for PeAce

michigAn AmericAn Legion orAtoricAL        
schoLArshiP ProgrAm Winner Announced

Convention Registration Form Page 16 

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 28, 2022) 
– With two votes still waiting to 
be cast, a unanimous National 
Executive Committee of the na-
tion’s largest veterans organiza-
tion passed a formal statement 
today calling for “a peaceful con-

flict   resolution in Ukraine,” and 
opposing combat operations for 
U.S. troops unless certain condi-
tions are fulfilled.

“The American Legion was 
founded after World War I rav-
aged Europe,” American Legion 
National Commander Paul E. 
Dillard said. “We are extreme-
ly concerned about the horrific 
consequences that occur during 
war.  There is absolutely no jus-
tification for Russia’s aggression.  
Our resolution calls for peace in 
Ukraine and, in conjunction with 
NATO and the Russian federation, 
supports a European security ar-
chitecture which considers the 
national security interests of all 
parties.”

According to Resolution 1: 
Statement on Ukraine, The Amer-
ican Legion will not support relat-
ed U.S. combat operations unless 
the president clearly explains why 
such operations are in “our vital 
national interests” and mission 
guidelines are established to in-
clude a clear exit strategy. The 
resolution also states that the 
organization’s support for such a 
mission be contingent on congres-
sional authorization for the use of 
military force and that American 
forces be commanded only by 
U.S. officers.

The resolution also makes clear 
that the organization would not 
support combat deployments of 
U.S. troops “in defense of non-NA-
TO member countries,” because 
of Russia’s actions.

“We agree with the White 

The American Legion 
National Commander Paul Dillard See the Full Resolution on Page 5 

House’s decision to not send troops to Ukraine, as we continue to support 
a strong national defense and a strategy of vigilance,” Dillard added. “This 
resolution once again reaffirms our unwavering support for our men and 
women in uniform and our efforts to ensure their well-being. The Ameri-
can Legion is always here to assist veterans in crisis.”

The American Legion is dedicated to the motto of “Veterans Strength-
ening America.” Chartered by Congress in 1919, The American Legion is 
committed to mentoring youth and sponsoring wholesome community 
programs, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national 
security and continued devotion to servicemembers and veterans.  Nearly 
1.8 million members in more than 12,000 posts across the nation and 
regions overseas serve their communities with a devotion to mutual help-
fulness.

Department Commander Richard Dubay, Oratorical Winner Andrew Kil, 2nd place 
Andrew Rutter, Department Education Chairman John Bradford, 3rd place Sam Paga, 
4th place Paul Prokhorov, and Auxiliary President Mary Dubay. 

Since 1938, The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship 
Program has encouraged the nation’s high school students to study the U.S. 
Constitution and hone their public speaking skills. The department awards 
scholarships of $2,000-$1,000 to the top five contestants in the state and 
national awards scholarships of $25,000, $22,500, and $20,000 to the top 
three contestants. 

Each state winner who competes in the first round of the national con-
test will receive a $2,000 scholarship. Participants in the second round who 
do not advance to the national final round will receive an additional $2,000 
scholarship. The top three youth orators who have won all previous elimi-
nation rounds of the contest will vie for top honors in the national compe-
tition in April in Indianapolis.

Oratorical Continued on Page 4
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Bob Longlois
Assistant Chaplain

Hello Legion Family. Most of 
us were glad to say goodbye to 
2021. Also, nearly everyone has 
grown tired of the pandemic, 
masks, loss of loved ones, and 

membership. 
We pray that the peace which surpasses all 

understanding will guard your hearts and minds. 
We welcome 2022 with new goals and objectives 
for chaplains and Legion. 

First, at the Department of Michigan Febru-
ary winter meeting in Lansing, Michigan, a VA 
& R committee member gave their report and 
talked about veteran suicide during the pan-
demic and asked what else could be done? 

Answer: The first thing that post and district 
chaplains and adjutants can do is use the post 
recall roster and begin making those ever-im-
portant phone calls and buddy checks. The calls 
are an opportunity to check on your post mem-
bership to see if there is anything they might 
need or if they are in need of prayer or spiritual 
uplifting. According to the chaplain’s handbook, 
“As spiritual leaders, post chaplains see that the 
Legion’s “Service to God and Country” program 
is carried out at the post level.” Also, a chaplain’s 
presence is valuable when members face illness 
or are “shut-in” by disabilities. 

Second, more American Legion chaplain 
training at both post and district levels to include 
suicide prevention and PTSD training is neces-
sary. This can be accomplished at both the post 
and district levels, either face-to-face or by zoom 
for those who have a smartphone, iPad, tablet, 
and the technology to participate. Instructors 
should be qualified to teach such preventative 
measures. 

Where to get help: There is help from the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Also, please remember the PSOs (Post Ser-
vice Officers) are here to help you just reach 
out to them. https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/
MENTALHEALTH/get-help/index.asp 

Next, is The Veterans Crisis Line connects 
Veterans and Servicemembers in crisis and their 
families and friends with qualified, caring VA 
responders through a confidential toll-free ho-
tline, online chat, or text. Call 1-800-273-8255 
and Press 1, 24/7. Text to 838255. 

Remember, if you feel the need to talk to 
someone, feel free to reach out to your post, dis-
trict, or department chaplain. That is what we 
are here for. We are sworn to complete confiden-
tiality and will never counsel you beyond our 
level of training. 

For God and Country.

Richard Dubay
State Commander

 The opportunity to engage and learn was taken up by many American Legion Family mem-
bers at our Winter Conference in Lansing. We had the chance to meet Jim Troiola, the Leading Can-
didate for National Commander, and hear his views on membership, suicide prevention, and the Four 
Pillars of the American Legion.

 Coming to a location near you, Department Adjutant Ron Runyan and PDC Brett Holt con-
tinue to conduct Training Workshops across the state, offering programs in Leadership, Programs, 
Protocol and Procedures, and much more. Check the Michigan Legion website for updates on where 
they will be next.

 Are you documenting the great work that your members do? Those dreaded Consolidated 
Post Reports, more commonly known as CPR Reports, show the hard work that you, as Legionnaires, 
do in your post, for your community, and the hours you spend volunteering. Give your members the 
credit that they deserve. National tallies up the numbers and reports to Congress the information 
obtained from these reports. It makes Congress realize that the American Legion is a force to be rec-
ognized for all the good that we do in this country.

 April is Children and Youth month and one of the Four Pillars on which the American Legion 
was founded. May brings many activities as well as Memorial Day. In this time of uncertainty in our 
world, remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice so that we might live in this great Na-
tion.

 Continue to reach out to members, both old and new, and include them in your activities. 
Membership is a continuous effort, and we cannot rest on our laurels.  

RUNYAN’S RAMBLINGS: Re-Membering fellow Vets

Ron Runyan
State Adjutant

Posts around the state are 
gearing up for post-elections 
for new officers and commit-
tees. I encourage you to join 
with the other members of 

your post to volunteer where help is needed 
and wanted. I was very proud of the post to 
which I belong, since a recent visit. They have 
several new young members engaged in post 
meetings and officer positions. Great job to 
them and other posts which are doing the 
same. It is crucial they become involved and 
learn the aspects and traditions within the 
post. 

I am reviewing the membership data for 
Michigan and Nationally and want to share 
some shocking data. Did you know that 80% 
of our membership is Vietnam, Korea, and 
WWII veterans? This statistic is enlightening; 
we are proud of all service eras. Realistically 
this places 80% of our membership in an age 
group above 70. We need to strap on our sales 
uniforms and start recruiting Panama, Gre-
nada, Gulf War to current era veterans. Our 
organization needs to survive and not become 
like another well-recognized veterans’ orga-

Chaplin

No better time for    
buddy CheCks

Headquarters

spriNg traiNiNg & reports

nization like the G.A.R. – Grand Army of the 
Republic, made up of Civil War veterans. They 
too did wonderful things for veterans. To stand 
up for veterans, we need to survive, so they do 
not Face the VA ALONE! Recently you may 
have received an email or postcard from our 
membership committee asking that each of you 
recruit one new member or get one back that 
used to be a member.

• Be aware of Amendments posted in the 
paper and voted on at Convention.

• Posts have been sent “Required Forms” 
for 2023 – These can be emailed or mailed in.

• These same fillable forms are also online 
in the FORMS section and can be emailed.

• We are always looking for ways to save 
posts money; if you have ideas, please share.

• Post Delegate forms are due back to H.Q. 
by June 17th for counting.

• Who reads this paper? Email adj@mich-
iganlegion.org and enter to win a prize.

• National Convention information will 
be coming out soon. We will see you in 
Milwaukee. 
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to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at 
media@michiganlegion.org or mail it to 
department attn: Jim Showers.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting a hard 
copy photo, please note photos printed 
from a home printer cannot be used, nor 
can photos clipped from newspapers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact 

Jim Showers
media@michiganlegion.org 

517-220-2747

State Commander. . . . . . . . . . . . Ricard Dubay
State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ron Runyan
1st Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .. .Mike Globke 
2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . Dan Cooper     
3rd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Diffin 
4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Morrison 
5th Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wendy Retzloff

Finance Officer. . . . . . . . . . .  . .Marilyn Britten 
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Robert Higley Jr.
Asst. Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Bob Longlois 
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . .Larry Chase 
Judge Advocate. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Brett Holt    
National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Lynch 

Alt. National Executive Committeeman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Larry Money 
Immediate Past Commander 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barry Wood 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Easterling
Membership Director . . . . .  . Brian Mohlman

STATE OFFICERS

Official Call to the 104th Annual Department Convention
American Legion, Department of Michigan

June 23-26, 2022
Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo, Michigan

Purpose: To receive Department Officers’ annual reports, consider Department Constitution and By-Laws 
amendments, elect Department Officers and conduct any other business brought to the convention. Only the 
committees and chairpersons listed below are called to officially participate in the Convention.

Registration: Registration fee of $15 will be charged to all delegates, alternates and guests.

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Thursday June 23, at 7:00 p.m.

Opening Session: Friday June 24, at 5:00 p.m.

Subsequent Convention Sessions: Saturday, June 25, 9:00 a.m. & Sunday, June 26, 10:00 a.m.

CALLED -  Standing Committee: Thursday, June 25  Permanent Time & Place / Resolutions Assignment

CALLED: ALL Standing Committee Chairmen – Note this is for Chairmen Only

Convention Committee Meetings: Conducted on Friday June 24th from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Convention Committees are comprised of one person per district. Each Delegation Chairman will name the 
members to serve on the Convention Committees and certify that list to the Department Adjutant.

Americanism & Community Service (includes Education & Scholarship, Boys State, Law & Order, Scouting), 
Children & Youth, Constitution & Bylaws, Credentials, Finance, Legislative, Media & Communications, Mem-
bership, National Security & Foreign Relations, Post Development, Reconnect, Rules, Veteran Affairs & Rehabil-
itation, VAVS/VHVS and Veterans Employment & Education

District Caucuses: Friday, June 24, 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Zone Caucuses:     Friday, June 24, 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Joint Memorial Service: Sunday, June 26, 8:00 a.m.
Elections & Adjournment: Sunday June 26, 10:00 a.m.

The new 2022-2023 Department Executive Committee and the 2022 National Convention Delegates and Alter-
nates will meet upon Convention adjournment.

Michiganlegion.org |April/May 2022|                                                                                                                                                MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE  |3
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1st District
April 4, 202, Post 390
May 2, 2018, Post 32
*All meetings begin at 7PM

2nd District
April 3, 2022 Brooklyn Post 315
       Memorial Service 4 pm
May 15, 2022 Jackson Post 29 2 pm

3rd District
May 1, 2022 – Post 55 Albion 1230 
Edwards St.,
June 23-26 2022 – At State Con-
vention. *Executive Board Meet-
ing- 11:30 AM Lunch- Noon, and 
Regular Meeting at 1:00PM.  Note: 
Anyone who plans to attend a 3rd 
District Meeting please communi-
cate to the host Post your dinning 
plans.

4th District
May 1, 2022 Hastings  Post 45
Meetings begin at 1:30 pm

5th District
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETINGS
All Executive Board meetings will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. (19:00) at Post 
154, Apr., Jun. (Dinner is available 
for purchase at the post from 5 pm 
until 6:30 pm. Menus will vary)
MAY 12, 2022 - Post 28 (Grand 
Haven) (Election of Officers)
JULY 14, 2022 - LOCATION TBD 
by Next Commander
All District Post Meetings and E 
Board Meetings are at 7 pm

6th District
May 1, 2022, Post 238, 1785 Cedar 
St., Holt, MI 48842
Lunch at 12 – Meeting at 1 p.m.

7th District
May 15, 2022  Mt. Clemens Post 4
June 23-26 2022 – At State Conven-
tion.
1:00pm Eboard - 2:00pm District 
Meeting

8th District
May 1, 2022, Owosso Post 57
12:00 to 1:00 pm Will be 
MyLegion training 

1:00 pm Dinner, the meetings will 
begin after everyone has eaten and 
any joint business has concluded.

9th District
May 14, 2022 at Fife Lake Post 219
E-board at 11 AM, Lunch at Noon, 
General Membership meeting at 
1:00 PM

10th District
May 8th 2022 – Noon At Bay City 
Post 18 700 Adams St, Bay City, MI 
48708
Lunch at 12 PM, Meeting 1PM

11th District & 12th District
TBA

16th District
Apr. 12, 2022 Trenton Post 426 PSO 
at 6:30pm
May 10, 2022 Lincoln Park Post 67 
** Memorial & Elections
June 14, 2022 Garden City Post 396
*Service Officer School 6:30 PM
Meetings at 7:30 PM

18th District
May 22, 2022       Royal Oak Post 
253 Phone# 248-546-0499
* Election of District Officers for 
2022-2023
Meeting for the District Legion 
Only
District Meetings Convene at 2:00 
p.m.
To join ZOOM meetings send an 
email to: 18thdistmi@gmail.com 
for link

19th District
The 19th District meetings will all 
be at The Gaylord Bowling Center 
(VETS, Inc), 1200 Gornick Avenue, 
Gaylord.  Service Officer/General 
Topic Training will be at 10 AM, 
Social Greeting at 11 AM, lunch 
served at Noon.  Both Legion and 
Auxiliary District meetings will 
begin at 1 PM.
May 14, 2022

District MeetingsMembership News
Recruiting & Retention Have
 No Season

Brian Mohlman
Membership Director

How often have you 
heard these words, ”We’re 
in the middle of Renew-
al Season at our Post!”?  
Granted, the bulk of Mem-

bership renewals come in hot & heavy from 
July through December, but that’s just the be-
ginning.  Once the flow of renewals drops down 
to a trickle, it’s up to our Membership Teams 
to reach out to their members to remind them 
of their value to our organization and the val-
ue that The American Legion delivers to their 
lives.

If your Post can show your Members the 
value of belonging year-round, renewals will 
come in naturally.  Just like when we joined the 
Military, our Members want to continue to be 
part of something larger than themselves.  It’s 
up to us to provide our members with numer-
ous volunteer opportunities, and allow them to 
serve other Veterans and their communities ev-
ery day of the year.

I think it goes without saying that we would 
never turn down a new member to our Post.  
Each time we go out into the community, we 
are recruiting new members.  Eligible Veterans 
see what we are doing, and it piques their in-
terest in our organization.  Seek them out and 
share with them the reasons for your member-
ship in The American Legion.  Post activities 
and recruiting goes on 365 days a year, not just 
while renewals are coming in, and certainly not 
only until we reach our membership goal.

As Spring approaches, so do our external 
activities.  Take advantage of these opportuni-
ties to share the mission of your Post and that 
of The American Legion every day of the year.

2022 Membership Goal: 56,776  March 22  Total: 51,265 - 90.29%

Can an S.A.L. member sign up a new Legion member and vice versa?
Yes! The same applies to Auxiliary membership. As long as the necessary membership application is filled out and the prospective member provides 

a copy of his/her DD-214 discharge papers (this applies to Legion membership, prospective S.A.L., and Auxiliary members need to supply a copy of 
discharge papers for the relative through whom their eligibility is established) and they pay the appropriate amount for dues, simply submit these mate-
rials to the Legion or S.A.L. Adjutant. In fact, many members of the Sons like to carry around blank copies of membership applications for each of the 
Legion Family organizations, just in case.

On March 5th, the Michigan 
American Legion held our depart-
ment contest in Lansing. We had a 
total of four contestants represent-
ing zones one through four. These 
students were the remaining con-
testants out of 26 who registered 
from across the state. Each contes-
tant delivered a prepared speech 
and an oration on a randomly as-
signed constitutional topic. 

Andrew Kil, a junior at Detroit 
Catholic Central High School, won 
the contest and earned a $2,000 
scholarship from Department. He 
will now compete at the National 
level representing Michigan. A copy 
of his speech titled “The American 
Creed” can be read by visiting www.
michiganlegion.org/oratorical. 

The remaining contestants 
placed as follows:

$ 1,500 Second Place Scholar-
ship- Andrew Rutter, a junior at 
Holt High School.

$1,000 Third Place Scholarship- 
Sam Paga, a home-school senior 
from Boyne City.

$1,000 Fourth Place Scholar-
ship- Paul Prokhorov from Canton, 
a junior at Green Hills High.

The Department wishes An-
drew Kil the best of luck at the 
National contest and all his fu-
ture endeavors. If you would like 
to learn more about the American 
Legion Oratorical Contest, visit 
www.michiganlegion.org/orator-
ical or www.legion.org/oratorical. 
If you have questions on how to 
get involved with the department 
contest, you can contact Ashley 
Zimmer, Programs Coordinator, 
at 517-220-2754 or email legion@
michiganlegion.org.   

Oratorical Cont. From Page 1
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Resolution From Page 1

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF

THE AMERICAN LEGION
2022

Resolution No. 1: Statement on Ukraine
Origin: Register Resolution No. 2816 (NC) Department Executive Com-
mittee
Submitted By: National Security Commission
WHEREAS, The American Legion believes in a rules-based international 
order where the territorial boundaries of any sovereign nation should not 
be changed by force; and
WHEREAS, The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is an essen-
tial element of U.S. national security in an increasingly multi-polar world 
where rising powers have become increasingly adversarial and have com-
mitted to work together to revise the rules-based international order; and
WHEREAS, After the end of the Cold War, the United States and NATO 
created a European security architecture that gave no role to Russia; and
WHEREAS, Article 5 is an essential element of the NATO alliance and 
should be upheld, but this mutual defense clause does not extend to 
non-member states; and
WHEREAS, The U.S. should thoroughly exhaust all diplomatic and eco-
nomic tools at its disposal before utilizing military force; and
WHEREAS, The U.S. Constitution grants Congress the sole power to de-
clare war; and
WHEREAS, The National Security Commission met on February 25, 
2022, at 2:00 p.m., and this resolution has the approval of the National 
Security Commission; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Le-
gion by a vote pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of the National Executive 

Committee, That The American Legion support a peaceful conflict reso-
lution in Ukraine, in conjunction with the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) and the Russian Federation; and supports a European 
security architecture that takes into account the national security interests 
of all parties; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That The American Legion does not support the deployment 
of troops for combat operations in defense of non-NATO member coun-
tries in connection with the ongoing Ukraine-Russia conflict but urges 
the administration to continue the supply of lethal and non-lethal aid to 
Ukrainian forces; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That the administration and U.S. Congress maintain a strong 
stance and resist any agreement that could undermine the strategic ra-
tionale for the normalization of agreements between NATO, Russia, and 
Ukraine; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That U.S. servicemembers should not be deployed in support 
of combat operations in any theater unless four conditions have been ful-
filled:
1. That there will be a clear statement by the president of why it is in our 
vital national interests to be engaged in a particular operation
2. Guidelines will be established for the mission, including a clear exit 
strategy
3. That Congress is consulted and authorizes the use of military force
4. That it be made clear U.S. forces will be commanded only by U.S. offi-
cers; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion reaffirms its unwavering admi-
ration of, and support for, our American men and women serving in uni-
form throughout the world, and we reaffirm our efforts to provide suffi-
cient national assets to ensure their well-being.

Greetings from the 8th District
Leo Cowdry

 Membership, we must still strive to reach our goals, but don’t stop now! 
It doesn’t matter if you’re at 76% or 105%. Your Post should always be work-
ing on improving your numbers. As of this writing, the 8th District is in 6th 
place in the Department, only two percentage points out of first. 

 The District has been working with the Department Post Development 
Chairman, Asst. Membership Director, and the Corrections Program Coor-
dinator at the Saginaw Correctional Facility in Freeland, to start a new post 
in that prison. We started the project before Covid and are just now able to 
get back to it. There are currently five states with American Legion posts 
inside a prison, but this would be the first prison post for Michigan. We will 
keep you updated on the project.

 Something that should be of interest to all Posts in the State; there is 
legislation in the House to change HB 4908 to allow Charitable Games Elec-
tronic Pull Tab Dispensers in all veteran posts throughout the State. My Post 
412 has participated in the pilot program since 2015, and we have had great 
success averaging approximately $21,495.00 annually just on this program. 
This program also contributes money to NGAM (National Guard Associa-
tion of Michigan). Please talk to your State Representative and State Senator 
to support this bill, so we all have the same opportunity. If you have any 
questions, contact me at bathamericanlegion@gmail.com or 517-881-3184.

 

Lastly, I would like to remind all posts in the 8th District and the State 
to make sure you register your delegates to the State Convention when you 
get your packets. We have four candidates running for Department Com-
mander, and every Post’s vote counts, so Adjutants make sure this gets done. 
Year after year, I see members at conventions who are registered but are not 
Delegates because their Post Adjutant did not send the registrations into 
Department.

Prepared 
and con� dent
Choose the medical alert service 
that has saved more lives than 
any other

Special o er for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For new customers only. 
Not to be combined with any other o  er and subject to change without notice. Monthly fees 
and applicable taxes apply. Other fees may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. 
*Coverage outside the home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Lifeline o  ers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-anywhere 
protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind o  ered by 
HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.
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High School Honors Veterans
Chesaning High School and Post #212 have a good thing going. In the 

fall the athletic department presented a check to the Chesaning Ameri-
can Legion Post #212 in the amount of $6,000 from the proceeds raised 
during Military Classic Week. The post uses the money for the Chesani-
ng Area Veterans Relief Fund,which helps local area veterans who are in 
need of assistance.  Seen here is the check presentation. 

The next Chesaning Mili-
tary Classic football game will 
be played on Sept 23, 2022 
against Montrose, with addi-
tional events happening in dif-
ferent fall sports throughout 
the week.  

Also, Lilly Skaryd, a Chesaning High 
School Senior, is helping support the Will 
Lucio project. Miss Skaryd took a baking 
class for her senior project and sold her 
baked goods and donated the proceeds to 
the project. The Will Lucio Project is a pro-
gram that Mr. Lucio implemented at our lo-
cal prisons.  Prisoners make memorial flag 
display cases for families of deceased vet-
erans. Our local funeral homes present the 
families with these cases. Mr. Lucio was also recognized that night by the 
American Legion 8th District Commander, Leo Cowdry, who presented 
him with a framed certificate. This frame was made by the prisoners rec-
ognizing Mr. Lucio for his hard work on this project.

Pictured from left to right-Bill Lickman, Cher-
rie Giesken, Lisa Greenfelder, Rod Toma, and 
Jason Hemgesberg Athletic Director

Will Lucio, accepted a donation 
from Lilly Skaryd at the February 
monthly meeting.

Tracey Tippett recently received in 
Dearborn-Michigan from the Com-

mander’s Group of Michigan the 2021 
Michigan Veteran of the Year Award.

Tippett is a life member of the 
Marine Corps League and an active 

member of the American Legion  Post 
114 in Greenwood.  Tippett belongs 

to numerous other Veteran organiza-
tions and serves on multiple Veterans 

boards and committees.  She is also the 
local Marquette County Toys For Tots 

Coordinator.  Tracey Tippett from Post 114
named Veteran of the year

 WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE    
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION 

WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR 
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE 

MEAL TOGETHER 

      
CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION  

TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM             (248) 804-8493 

2022 Scholarship Winners
Guy M. Wilson $500 

Scholarship Recipients
Lauren Anderson- Cassopolis, MI
Gabriella Bazzy- Macomb Twp, MI

Skylar Beall- Oxford, MI 
Evelyn Bender- Alpena, MI 

Craige DeWaele- Clinton Twp, MI
Maci Gardner- Charlotte, MI

Eli Goreta- Trenton, MI 
Malina Holz- Cassopolis, MI

Grace Keinath- Frankenmuth, MI
Brenden Niemiec- Greenville, MI
Adriana Principe- Concord, MI

Anna Richmond- Lowell, MI 
Tristin Smith- Rudyard, MI

Avery Smitz- Roscommon, MI
Kayla Thater- Cheboygan, MI

Ashton Thomas- Traverse City, MI
Joseph Truel- Southgate, MI

Alyssa Weatherwax- Flint, MI 
Gavin Zacharias- Beverly Hills, MI

William D. and Jewell Brewer
 $500 Scholarship Recipients

Alyssa Donovan- Oxford, MI
Dakota Foster- Battle Creek, MI
Caitlyn Johnson- Rockford, MI

Riley Miracle- Kewadin, MI
Madalene Reszke- Pinconning, MI
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Editor: Sandy Lipman

SAL Detachment Commander Comments
We Never forget!

It is an hon-
or to be a mem-
ber of The Sons 
of The American 
Legion.  This 
priceless heri-

tage was further amplified by be-
ing chosen to represent you, my 
brothers, as your Detachment 
Commander this past year. 

 You are the ones who are mak-
ing Michigan great.  You are the 
ones who represent the American 
Legion family the best. You should 
all be proud of what you accom-
plish to assist in carrying on for 
God and Country!

Zach Pendell
Detachment 
Commander

What we, together, as Sons of 
The American Legion, have done 
this past year will not be forgotten.  
Remember that “We never forget.”

It has been a pleasure to have 
represented you this past year.  
You are all the fifth pillar of the 
American Legion.  What you do 
matters, and I thank you for our 
year together.

Please complete a consolidated 
report for your Squadron this year. 
Please submit a Squadron mem-
ber for Son of the Year and one for 
Young Son of the Year.  Let us ap-
preciate each other for our accom-
plishments and achievements.

Thank you, my brothers, and 
God bless you all. 

Photo Caption, Left to Right, Upper Peninsula 5th Zone Sons Commander 
John Pickard, Menominee Squad #146 Commander Steve Van Eyck presenting the 
$500.00 check to State of Michigan Sons Commander Zack Pendell accepting it on 
Behalf of Past State Commander Dennis Larson (not Pictured) and Menominee Sons 
Finance Officer Jeff Schick.

Zone 2 Year-end
Todd VanDam Zone 2 Commander

I think all of us from Zone 2 and the Detachment of Michigan would 
like to start by thanking Detachment Commander Zach Pendell for a fan-
tastic year. We are thankful for his continued service to our organization. 

It has been a good year for the Zone, fighting our way back from set-
backs the pandemic caused all of us. It has been my privilege to see our 
great Zone accomplish so much over the last year. 

Membership is critical for us developing and growing in the volun-
teerism we do! Please continue to create new and continued membership 
by sharing what we Sons can do. Some stand-out moments from the year 
are definitely amazing examples to share with others. Tecumseh Squad-
ron 34 pulled off another impressive annual fundraiser with their golf 
outing that supports Fisher House of Michigan, WilWin Lodge, and local 
veteran resources. South Haven Squadron 49 worked well with their Le-
gion family. It reached deep into their community by creating an Ameri-
canism program demonstrating and teaching the whole purpose of Hon-
or Guards to Students at local schools. Leadership from the 5th District 
continued with their second year of holding a Chaplain workshop. This 
workshop is open to anyone in the American Legion Family interested in 
learning more about managing some of the most personal and difficult 
situations our Chaplains face every day. The next Chaplain workshop will 
be held at Department HQ in Lansing on Saturday, May 7, 2022. 

Again I am ever thankful to witness and grow from all of these op-
portunities our great organization provides. I am truly a Proud Possessor 
of a Priceless Heritage!

    I hope and pray that every-
one is doing well.  It’s that time of 
year that we can provide infor-
mation about someone we know 
that goes above and beyond to 
help our Veterans and nominate 
them for Son Of The Year. 

We have two awards that we 
present at the Detachment level. 
We have the Young Son award, 
which is awarded to a Son who 
is under the age of 17. We also 
have the Son Of The Year, which 
is awarded to a Son that is 18 
years old or older.  We all know 
someone worthy of these pres-
tigious awards, so now is the 
time to give them the recogni-

tion they deserve and nominate 
them. The guidelines for the 
letter of nomination are located 
on the website sons.michigan-
legion.org. Go under menu, re-
sources, documents/forms, and 
then Son Of The Year.   You can 
bring the application and cover 
letter to me on Friday, June 3, at 
the Convention, or email me the 
info at victorsal396@hotmail.
com. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact me.

I challenge all Zone Com-
manders to nominate two indi-
viduals for 

Son Of The Year/Young Son.  
See everyone at the Convention 
June 3-5, 2022.

Remember Our Troops,
Thank A Veteran 

Son Of The Year
Victor C. Fisher

Here is the latest CWF report
As of March 11th here are our top 5 donors.
1) Texas $12,631
2) Pennsylvania $12,445
3) Arizona $8,345
4) Michigan $7,401
5) Florida $6,730

          Continue to order CWF canisters from headquarters!



As we get closer to having our Sons of The 
American Legion Annual Convention on June 
3, 4, 5 in Okemos, we need to be ready to hold 
our Squadron elections. Once your Squadron 
holds its election, it should figure its delegate 
strength for votes to be cast during the Detach-
ment elections of officers.

Each Squadron having ten (10) or more 
paid-up members at the Department Head-
quarters thirty (30) days before the opening of 
the Detachment Convention shall be entitled to 
one delegate.

The delegate shall be the newly elected 
Squadron Commander and one delegate for 
each additional twenty-five (25) members.

Each Squadron represented at the Detach-
ment Convention shall be entitled to cast the 
entire voting strength of the Squadron, pro-
viding that all convention registration fees for 
each vote have been paid to the Detachment of 
Michigan.

Promote Veterans National Assistance Day 
May 21st (3rd Saturday in May. The idea for this 
important program originated in Michigan by 
one of our SAL members, Jeff Meulendyk. Jeff 
thought it would be nice to show Veterans and 
their families in our neighborhoods how much 
they are appreciated. Maybe if they have a bro-
ken fence or gate, you can help them repair it. 
You could cut their lawn or give them a ride to 
the store if needed. Whatever their needs are, 
maybe you can help make their day seem a little 
brighter by giving them a helping hand.

Squadron Commander of the Year nom-
inations

This new Squadron Commander of the Year 
Award will be presented as a National Recogni-
tion to honor an outstanding Squadron Com-
mander. Squadron Commanders from all De-
tachments are eligible for this important award. 
If you believe your Squadron Commander has 
been significant in helping to encourage the 
contributions that your Squadron has worked 
on to help Veterans and those who live in the 
neighborhood surrounding your Post, you can 
Email sal@legion.org (subject line: Command-
er of the Year Nomination) to get the Nomina-
tion Form.

I hope you will continue to support your 
Legion Family events, and I hope to see you at 
our Detachment Convention in June.
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eNdorsemeNt for 
William degroot 

for detaChmeNt sgt. at arms
2022-2023

At the regularly convened meeting on February 8th 
2022 Chief Pontiac 377 endorsed William “Bill” DeG-
root  for Detachment of Michigan Sgt. at Arms for the 
year 2022-2023. He is also endorsed for 18th District 
Chaplain. Previously, Bill has held the offices of Sgt. at 
Arms and Sr. Vice Commander at the Squadron level. 
He currently is Detachment and District Sgt. at Arms. 

  
Sons of the American Legion 

Detachment of Michigan  
212 Verlinden Ave. Lansing, 

Michigan 48915  
Office # 517-371-4720 or Fax # 517-371-2401  

  
OFFICIAL CALL   

2022 SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION ANNUAL CONVENTION  
D.E.C. 5 & D.E.C. 1 

June 3, 4, 5  
  

The 2022 Sons of the American Legion Annual Convention, as well as D.E.C. 5 & D.E.C. 1 
(2022/2023) is called to meet at the Best Western at 2209 University Park Dr. in Okemos, 
Michigan. The room rates are $92/night. Hotel reservations will be accepted beginning March 
12 and open thru May 12 only. For your room reservations please call; 517-349-8700.  
NOTE; NO ROOM RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED PRIOR TO MARCH 12! 
  
Purpose: To conduct business deemed proper by the Detachment Executive Committee of 
the Sons of the American Legion, Detachment of Michigan. All Officers/Chairmen must submit 
a written report at the Detachment Executive Committee meeting.  
  
Order of Call: P.D.C. 1, 2, 3, All elected and appointed officers, All Chairmen. D.E.C. 5 will 
begin at 6:00 on Friday. Convention opens at 7:00 on Friday and will conclude on Sunday, 
followed by D.E.C. 1, 2022/2023. For Convention registration please contact; Dale Bates, 2368 
East Lake Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823  
 
 
Stay Healthy and safe travels,  
  

G. Zack Pendell       Steve Hamilton  

Commander          Adjutant   

2022 SAL Membership Goal: 21,985  March 22 Total: 20,668 - 94.01%

Zone 1 report
Greg Price Commander

16th District Association 
 Otto Miller Jr. Squadron 

396, Garden City
Prodly Endorses 

Victor Fisher
For 

Detachment 
Commander 

2022-2023
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR!

Auxiliary Poppy Program
ALA Poppy Chairman,Cari Ann Salamon

Junior’s Update and Convention
ALA Junior Activities Chair, Christine Merlington

Friday, May 27, 2022, is National Poppy Day!  What are your plans with-
in your Unit, Community and Post?  Did you order early?  Are you ready?  
Gather those volunteers and head out.

Many members stand on corners within their towns to collect donations 
and pass out Poppies.  Donation Cans for collection in a storefront or local 
restaurant are a great idea.  Here is a template for you to use for your Pop-
py Day. 

https://www.legion-aux.org/cmsdesk/ALA/media/PDF/Templates/Poppy_
Day_News_Release.doc

Within our Poppy Program, there are many ways to raise funds, express 
artistic talents and distribute the poppies, all while staying within the param-
eters of the defined guidelines. Consider all of your unit’s efforts and ex-
periences throughout the year.  What made your unit the most outstanding 
program? Compile and report!  Share with creating a centerpiece, unique 
display, or poster.  If your Unit has a Little Miss Poppy, compile all of the ac-
tivities they’ve been involved in while promoting The Poppy Program within 
your Post and Community and compile a scrapbook.  Please review the 
program guides for all specifics. 

Units should send their 1st Place entry onto their District Chairman by 
March 31, 2022. 

Districts should send their 1st Place winner Poppy Poster Contest (for 
each Class), accompanied with a Green Slip onto the Department Commit-
tee Member, Margo Forrester, 936 Ellsmere St NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505 
by April 15, 2022. Please bring your first-place winners to Convention.

Districts should send their 1st Place entry for all other awards, accom-
panied with a Green Slip, onto the Department Chair, Cari Ann Salamon, 
17575 Valade St, Riverview, MI 48193 by April 15, 2022.

Please follow the guidelines as how Poppy Funds are to be used and how 
they CAN NOT be. Here is a link to help https://www.legion-aux.org/Blog/
Questions-and-answers-on-poppy-fund-usage taken from a guest blog by 
Sue Verville.

Juniors are the future of this organization. Mentoring 
them and guiding them to learn as they grow from young 
Juniors to older Juniors will ensure that we continue to 
grow. Having our Juniors graduate to Seniors in our orga-
nization is one of the greatest accomplishments we can 
show for the hard work our Juniors do. Our Juniors have 
done much this year, including going to National Junior 
meetings to learn new ideas to bring back to share with 
other Juniors.  

The Juniors will have their Convention in Cedar 
Springs this year. This Convention is a culmination of 
the year and the goings-on around the State. Extra in-
formation regarding the Convention will be on the Auxil-
iary website michalaux.org. The date of the Convention 
is April 16th at 9:00 AM. We will have elections of new 
officers and reports from around the State. Everyone is 
invited to attend this Convention. Please consider bring-
ing your Juniors to the Convention. All Juniors are eligible 
to hold a Department Officer Position. Please consider 
this as there are three positions to fill this coming year. 
1St Vice President, Chaplain, and Historian.  

Honorary Junior President Mackenzie Townes has 
had an active year, participating in different events and 
visiting other places around the State. Although our Con-
vention is coming soon, there is still time to invite her to 
join you at your event. There is still time to donate to her 
special project, K-9 Camo Companions. This organiza-
tion is based out of Sparta, Michigan, and if you have any 
questions, they have a website k9camocompanions.com.

Spring is just around the 
corner, and our annual reports 
are due. I am looking forward 
to reading and reporting on all 
the wonderful things Michigan 
has done this past year.  

Winter Conference was 
held on February 11-13th in 
Lansing. Thank you to the 6th 
District Convention Corpo-
ration for all their hard work 
in putting this conference to-
gether. For those who attend-
ed, I hope that you had fun 
but also learned something 
to take back to your units. I 
was so pleased that Ana Heck 
and Christopher Imler, from 
the Michigan State University 
Veterans Extension program, 
were able to join us and talk 

about my special project, “He-
roes to Hives.”   I hope that 
you enjoyed their presentation 
as much as I did. 

April is the Month of the 
Military Child. Not only do the 
parents serve, but the child 
serves as well. “Purple UP” on 
April 19.

They say that the show-
ers of April bring May flowers. 
It also brings National Poppy 
Day on May 27, 2022, and Me-

Mary Dubay
Department 
President
2021-2022

morial Day this year on May 
30.   Wear your poppy with 
pride to honor those who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice.  

Please remember to re-
spect your fellow Auxiliary 
members. You don’t always 
have to agree with them, but 
common courtesy goes a long 
way in helping us to retain our 
members or gain new ones.   
Whether a seasoned member 
or a new member, each has 
much to offer to our organiza-
tion.



10 | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE                                                                                                                                                                                  | April/May 2022| 

You Can Make a Difference
ALA Legislative Chair, Marcy Jorae

Many times, members feel that they cannot make a difference and are content to be 
“just” a card-carrying member because they either can’t or choose not to attend meetings.   
Perhaps their health limits them to remaining homebound, or they choose not to get out, 
especially now during the pandemic.  These members, along with all other members, can 
make a difference by working the Legislative Program.  They can share The American 
Legion’s Legislative Priorities with their members of Congress by phone, email, or letter.  
The American Legion Legislative Agenda is a publication that can be found on the National 
Website of The American Legion.  It contains legislation that would benefit the Veterans 
who have served this country.  The American Legion has chosen the following priorities for 
the 117th Congress:

VA Health-care Modernization
Suicide Prevention & Peer Support S.544 – “Buddy Check Week” Act 
Address Toxic Exposure & Burn Pits – H.R. 3967 – Honoring Our Promise To Address 
 Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act of 2021; S.3003 – Comprehensive and Overdue
 support for Troops (COST) of War Act of 2021
Improve Health Care for Women Veterans - S.2533/H.R.4794 – the Making Advances 
    in Mammography and Medical Options (MAMMO) for Veterans Act;  H.R. 344 – 
    Women Veterans Trust Act  
Concurrent Receipt S.344 – Major Richard Star Act
Guard & Reserve GI Bill Parity H.R. 1836 –Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act of 2021 
GI Bill for Honorable Service
Citizenship for Honorable Service Naturalization at Training Sites Act of 2022; 
 H.R.1182/S.3212 – Veteran Deportation Prevention and Reform Act
Address the Forever Wats & Restore Congressional War Powers  S.J.Res.10 – Repeal 
    the 1991 & 2002 Iraq AUMFs (Authorizations for the Use of Military Force); S.2391 
 National Security Powers Act of 2021 
Pay the Coast Guard – S.1845 – Unwavering Support for our Coast Guard Act (USCG)
    Act 
Protect the American Flag H.J.ResS1/S.J.Res20/H.R.4212

As members of the American Legion Auxiliary, it is our duty “to participate in and con-
tribute to the accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion.”  This can 
be accomplished by educating ourselves on these Legislative Priorities of The American 
Legion and contacting our Senators and Representatives to find out where they stand on 
these issues, as well as conveying to them why these pieces of legislation are important to 
our Veterans.   Even if every member picked just one of the above to focus on and make an 
impact on the members of Congress that we voted to carry out the wishes of “We, the Peo-
ple,” we could help to make a difference for the future of our Veterans.  Isn’t there at least 
one of the above topics which pulled at your heartstrings?  Won’t you make a difference? 

Teachers make a huge difference in our children’s lives. They help to form their minds, 
hearts, character and inspire them to be their best every day. Teachers also ensure every 
student is looked after and cared for. That’s why we need to express our gratitude by say-
ing thank you to all teachers. Now more than ever, with remote learning, social distancing, 
and curriculum discord, it’s important to thank teachers. They have been there and fought 
to teach our kids through this difficult time. This year, Teacher Appreciation Week takes 
place May 2nd-6th, 2022. Within that, there is a specific Teacher Appreciation Day which is 
Wednesday, May 2, 2022. Make it an extra special day and give thanks to all the teachers 
who are making an impact on our children’s life.

Another important week is Constitution Week, September 17 - 23 of each year. Septem-
ber 17 is Constitution and Citizenship Day.   On this day and during this week, we celebrate 
our Constitution and the rights of citizenship that together we enjoy as the people of this 
proud Nation.  Help our schools celebrate this day and teach our students about our Con-
stitution, Bill of Rights, and the importance of protecting our freedom. Flag and Emblem 
Sales offer various items, including a copy of the Constitution and a Constitution Comic 
Book. Check the National Archives at archives.gov under the Educator tab for workshops 
and online programs related to Constitution week. The 2021 program “We Rule: Civic for 
all of US” was a fantastic program, and I highly recommend reviewing their programs.

Two Important Weeks
ALA Education Program Chair, Carol Burke

Greetings from National
Congratulations, Michigan! There were 

no charters turned in this month.
On March 5, 2022, we had our zoom 

NEC meeting. The majority of the meeting 
was a review of the Audit report and Nation-
al Budget. The audit report and budget were 
approved as presented. 

The meeting opened up with the presen-
tation of a consent agenda. A consent agen-
da also called a consent calendar in Roberts 
Rules of Order, is a standard good gover-
nance practice utilized by large organizations 
to expedite their business proceedings. The 
main purpose of a consent agenda is to bun-
dle into a single action item the routine pro-
cedures, administrative details, and self-ex-
planatory matters that the board normally 
approves without discussion or debate. A 
consent agenda allows the board to approve 
such items together without discussion or 
individual motions. Unless a board member 
feels that an item should be discussed and 
requests the removal of that item ahead of 
time, the entire package is voted on in one 
motion without additional explanations or 
comments. ref: ala.org

Audit Info - Current Year Reportable Mat-
ters -We did not identify any deficiencies in 
internal control that were considered to be 
material weaknesses, as described above, 
or other reportable matters during our 2021 
audit procedures. Ref: ala.org

Dues - 2022 Proposed Dues Increase, the 
FY22 budget was approximately $400,000 
less than the previous year’s budget due to 
cuts in travel, in-person meetings, staff ben-
efits, and printing. Utilizing technology has 
allowed the NEC meetings, committee meet-
ings, and the DC Conference to be hosted 
virtually, eliminating transportation, hotel, 
and per diem costs. Cost savings were also 
realized by reducing the number of people 
authorized to travel to in-person meetings 
and events like DLNC. ALA Academy Live - 
for members, these virtual training courses 
reach three times the number of members 
who attend the in-person training. It is pro-
jected that these attendance numbers will 
continue to rise as word spreads and mem-
bers get more comfortable with online event 
technology. More members are engaging in 
the ALA’s mission and sharing ideas without 
incurring additional travel/meeting costs. 

NEC Continued on Page 12

NEC Report
ALA NEC, Georgia Downs
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Be Kind
ALA Chaplain, Julie Becker 

How Often, If Only...

ALA Department Chaplain, Julie Becker 

 How Often, If Only...

If only
We’d have helping hands that lead,
Open arms accepting those in need,
Not fingers pointing out misdeeds.

If only
We’d have tender lips full of smiles,
Gently speaking the truth instead of lies,
Not a caustic tongue that beguiles.

If only
We’d have eyes keen for good results,
And not leering eyes that insult,
Or ones always searching for faults.

If only
We’d have a gentle soul willing to forgive,
A tender heart that offers reprieve,
Not one that is flinty and stiff.

How often
We’d have goodwill with our fellow being,
Get by with even those who seem mean,
And enjoy peace without and within.

  ~Abimbola T Alabi~

If only we could all do this.  WE CAN!
It is not hard to be nice.  It can be very 

easy for us all to believe in negativity and 
gossip.  What kind of example are we set-
ting to our new members or possible future 
members by doing this?  As an outsider 
to our organization, would you want to be 
a part of a group who is mean and nasty 
with cliques?  Our organization is hurting 
by negative actions!  But it is never too late 
to change.  We are all leaders in our own 
way.  Now is the time for us to be kind and 
nonjudgmental towards each other.  The 
change starts with one person.  Are you 
that person?

We are already three months into the 
American Legion Auxiliary membership 
2022, with the state convention less than 
three months away.  We wanted to make 
sure you are aware that our hives are not 
full yet!  Remember, your members can 
pay their annual membership dues in three 
easy ways: by phone, online, or mail. 

National is offering two monetary 
awards.  Departments reaching 95% of 
their membership goal by May 27, 2022, 
awards $250.00, and reaching 100% by 
July 30, 2022, awards $500.00.   How ex-
citing it would BEE if Michigan was one of 
the Departments?

We need to get the BUZZZZ out on 
those members that have not paid their 
dues.  Gather up a team to call members, 
former members, your Unit/District if each 
member in a team of 10 calls just 10 peo-
ple, 100 Members can be reached in one 
BUZZZZ.  If you do not have a list of cur-
rent and former members at your fingertips, 
call your Unit or District Membership Chair-
man for the names of current members and 
those who have let their memberships ex-
pire to be emailed to you.

Remember, your membership team is 
Buzzing to help in any way!

Membership Update
ALA Membership Chair, Connie Kovacs

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
From ALA Department of Michigan

District Reports are due to Department April 15, 2022

Green Sheets due to District Presidents or Department Chairman by April 15, 
2022

Data/Dues Forms due to Department May 1, 2022

Convention Contest Winner / Pink Sheet is due to Dept. May 10, 2022

2022 – 2023 Unit Officers List is due to Dept. June 1, 2022

Flag Forms due to Department June 1, 2022

ALA Virtual Girls State will be held June 12 – 17, 2022

Department Convention  -  Kalamazoo  June 23 – 26, 2022

National Convention  - Milwaukee, WI  August 26 – September 1, 2022

Fall Conference – Muskegon – September 23 – 25, 2022

NEC Continued From Page 11          

Members, units, and departments are en-
couraged to utilize the guides and online re
sources accessible via the national website 
Ref: ala.org.

Relationship between Dues Increase and 
Membership Decline - Over the past two 
decades, we have seen a steady decline of 
20,000 members each year, whether there 
were dues increase or not. From a previous 
electronic survey, 94% of respondents said 
membership dues were either moderate, low 
or very low (national dues were $9 at that 
time). The American Legion national dues 
are currently $18.50 annually, so even if the 
proposed dues increase is adopted, ALA na-
tional dues will still be lower than other not-
for-profit organizations. 

New Mission – Poppy Program- 
1. ALA/YMCA can purchase food from 

Poppy Funds
2. Funds can be used for travel expenses 

for Honor Flight
3. Funds can be used for Blue Star Moth-

ers hosting Baby Showers 
Review National Poppy Program guide 

for more details. Ref: ala.org
God Bless our troops and their families. 

Keep the people of war-torn countries in your 
prayers. May God hold the children close to 
his heart.

2022 Auxiliary Membership Goal: 26,267  March 22 Total: 24,132 - 91.87%
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2022 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY CONVENTION CALL

The 101st Annual Convention of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Michigan is hereby 
called to be held in Kalamazoo, Michigan June 23 - June 26, 2022.

 
The Convention is called for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing year, considering 

amendments to the Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules, receiving reports of the National 
Executive Committeewoman, Department Officers and Chairmen, electing Delegates and Alternates 
to the 101st National Convention and for the transaction of such other business as may be brought 
before it.

REPRESENTATION

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 2:  The Annual Convention shall be composed of Delegates and Alternates 
qualified as follows:

a. Delegates and Alternates shall have paid their National and Department dues for the current 
year to Department Headquarters not less than thirty (30) days prior to the convention.

b. Delegates and Alternates must be over eighteen (18) years of age, except as provided in the 
Constitution, Article III, Section 2 (a).

c. Delegates and Alternates must be elected at a Unit meeting duly called for that purpose: notice 
of said meeting having been given no later than two (2) weeks prior to election.

d. Alternates shall have priority in order of their election.

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 3:  Each Unit of ten (10) or more members shall be entitled to one (1) Dele-
gate and one (1) additional Delegate for every one hundred (100) members or major fraction thereof.

a. Units may send Delegates or Alternates only if they have paid their Mandatory Funds for the 
current year to Department Headquarters not less than (30) days prior to Convention.

b. Units will be permitted to vote from the floor only if they have complied with all mandates and 
are represented by at least one (1) Delegate or Alternate.

c. Units organized during the year (after July 1) will be given the privileges of the Convention 
floor.

THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES ALLOWED WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE UNIT’S MEMBER-
SHIP INTO DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS ON MAY 24, 2022.

UNIT CREDENTIAL FEES
Standing Rules (Department of Administration) credential fee is $10.00 for each delegate, $1.00 

fee will be charged for lost credentials for Department Convention, must be paid by the Unit for each 
Delegate to which it is entitled by virtue of its membership.

DELEGATE AT LARGE

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4:  All elected and appointed Department Officers, all members of De-
partment Standing Committees, the Hospital Representatives and their First Deputies of the VA Hos-
pitals, Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans and all non-VA Hospital 
Chairmen and their First Deputies shall be Delegates-at-Large to the annual Convention and entitled 
to vote.

ARTICLE VI, SECTION 5:  All Past Department Presidents, as long as they remain members in 
good standing in a Unit in this Department, shall be Delegates-at-Large to the annual Convention and 
entitled to vote.

STANDING RULES (DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION)
A credential fee shall be paid for each Delegate-at-Large for the Department Convention.  All cre-

dential fees collected for Department Convention shall be allocated to the printing account to help 
defray the cost of the Annual Report Book.  Credential fee is $10.00.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEE
The fee of $15.00 charged by The American Legion Convention Corporation must be paid by ALL 

DELEGATES, ALTERNATES, DELEGATES-AT-LARGE, AND GUESTS. Convention program book, 
badge, etc. will be given only on presentation of the Corporation’s receipt at the registration desk.  
The registration fee of $15.00 must be paid even if housing is not required.  The convention registra-
tion fee of $15.00 is to be mailed to the American Legion 2022 Convention with a registration form.

The ALA National Executive Committee 
met on Saturday, March 5, for its mid-year 
meeting and voted on the following mea-
sures:

 
1. To accept the external auditor’s re-

port as presented.
2. To consent to be listed as co-spon-

sor with the national Finance Committee 
on the dues increase proposal which will 
be presented and debated at 2022 Nation-
al Convention.

3. To approve changes to the nation-
al Contract and Signature Authority Poli-
cy: allows the National Secretary and the 
Executive Director to enter into multi-year 
agreements if it results in a cost-savings, 
is within the approved budget, the amount 
is no greater than $150,000, and there is a 
no-penalty termination clause.

4. To approve changes to the nation-
al Prepaid Expenses Policy: changed the 
specific example “ALA Girls Nation pin/
charms” to the more general “program ex-
penses”; and expenses shall be expensed 
when paid or when the program, service, or 
event occurs.

5. To approve the title change of the 
Solicitation and Acceptance of Donations, 
Gifts, or Grants Policy to Solicitation and 
Acceptance of Funds Policy; to include 
sponsorship as a solicited and acceptable 
defined fund, and add specifications of ac-
ceptable sponsorships.

6. To approve the reviewed Reserve 
Policy without changes.

 
The policy changes are now updated 

in the online C&B on MyAuxiliary member 
portal of the national website. Flag & Em-
blem Sales was coincidentally out of stock 
of the C&B so they will be reprinting with 
the amended policies. The next reprint will 
be after National Convention.

ALA NEC Meeting 
Recap
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4th Zone Report
John P. Brown, Zone Commander

 Hello everyone, this is your member-
ship chairman Carvin. You are all doing 
a great job by quickly sending in your 
dues as of late! Please do not hold any 
back. This helps us achieve our goals on 
time. I am happy to say we are in 8th 
place nationally with 87.74% or 19,290 
turned in. In the Central region, we are 
first place. The one area where we are a 
bit low is on renewals at 75.43%. Let’s 
make a pitch to get these members to 
renew before the May 5th deadline for 
delegate counts!
 I am running for National Executive 
Committeeman for the years 2022-2024, 
a two-year term. I would like to have the 
pleasure of supporting our great state. 
Therefore, I am asking Michigan SAL to 
back me with their approval. Thank You!

Membership News
Carvin “Huey” Chapman, 
Membership Chairman

Hello again, 9th, 10th, and 19th Districts. April has brought some sun-
shine to the 4th Zone, and I hope old man winter and that nasty covid 
bug have loosened their grip on all of us.

Squadron elections will be happening soon, and as these elections take 
place, please remember to send in your Squadron’s officers list and bond 
to Detachment. These are needed so Detachment and Zone Command-
ers can stay in contact with our squadrons in the 4th Zone.

Our SAL Convention 2022 is coming up on June 3rd, 4th, and 5th, in 
Okemos, MI. If any of the 4th Zone Squadrons have any information 
they would like presented at the convention or would like to attend, then 
please get in touch with me or go online for more information.

As I have said in the past to our squadrons and their Blue Cappers, “let 
me know what’s going on in your squadrons.” Please call me, or email me 
with your “going ons.”   Also, if any squadrons need supplies, member-
ship forms, handbooks, accidental life insurance, etc., please get in touch 
with me or go online and order your squadron needs.

My Post and Squadron 300 in Lake City is currently having three raf-
fles.

The first raffle, the Legion, has a 3-rifle gun raffle with one winner tak-
ing all three rifles. The drawing date will be November 11, 2022.

The second raffle is a venture with the Legion Auxiliary and Sons for a 
Black Angus Beef with four winners, ¼ each. The drawing is on June 4, 
2022.

The third raffle is a Son’s raffle for a 6’ x 6’ deer blind mounted on a 6’8” 
x 10’ trailer, one winner takes all, drawing on September 17, 2022.

Ticket prices in all three raffles will be $10.00 each. Again, let me know 
what’s going on with your Squadron. Please, you and your families stay 
safe, and I hope to see you at our convention in June.

Need anything, please call or email.
John Brown 4th Zone Commander
Cell: (734) 634-7733
email: johnbrwn421@aol.com

The Lights are on, and so is the Challenge to 
keep them on by donating to the very Beautiful 
Veterans Memorial atop the Pine Mountain Ski 
Jump in Iron Mountain, Michigan.

Some Gave All, and the War Memori-
al Committee is asking each of you to Give 
some! So far, the Michigan Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion Detachment, Lansing, have donat-
ed $1000.00. The Gladstone Squadron #71 has 
pledged $500.00, and South Haven Squad #49 
has pledged $500.00, and the biggest donation 
so far came from Stambaugh Son’s #21 with a 
donation of $2,100.00.

 The latest four donations came from Kings-
ford Squadron #363, $1,200.00 and Little Lake 
Legion Family #349 with a donation of $500, 
The Michigan Chapter 35-1 Combat Vets Asso-
ciation with a donation of $1000 and Menom-

inee Sons Squad #146 with a check for $500. 
Thank you to them. 

Past State S.A.L. Commander Dennis Lar-
son and his committee are caretakers of this fine 
Memorial. Lights were added to the Columns 
of personalized Pavers that represent Veterans, 
past, present, and future. Each Paver is associat-
ed with the specific war or conflict. It is such a 
beautiful sight to behold. 

Send Donations C/O 
U.P. Veterans Memorial,
 609 Kennedy Road,
 Iron Mountain, MI 49801.

The Sons of the Michigan American Legion 
will be holding their Summer Convention of 
2023 atop this Beautiful Memorial.

SaL Squadran #146 MeetS u.p. VeteranS War 
MeMoriaL ChaLLenge
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My First Year as 5th Zone Commander has 
been a busy and great learning experience. 

Membership started out slow, with over 10 of 
the 21 Squadrons not turning in their Bond form 
and $10 or Officers list. Maybe this was due to 
Covid or not getting the bond forms from Lan-
sing to send back. I really do not know, but I do 
know that this is the most important start to a 
S.A.L. membership year.

My first detachment meeting was in South-
gate. It was quite a learning experience attending 
the meetings and such an honor being sworn in. I 
made many new friends. 

The 11th/12th District Summer Convention 
was at Iron Mountain on June 14th-15th with 6 
Squadrons in attendance along with Zack Pen-
dell, our new Commander, and State Adjutant 
Steve Hamilton. We met on top of the Pine Moun-
tain Ski Jump near the U.P. Veterans War Memo-
rial with past State Commander Dennis Larson 
Squad #50 as our gracious host. As 5th Zone 
Commander, I Issued a challenge to all Squad-
rons in Michigan to donate to this beautiful me-
morial, and many have responded. Contributions 
from roughly a dozen sponsors and the public al-
lowed the U.P. Veterans War Memorial and Park 
Committee to invest about $8,000 for lights on all 

5th Zone report
John Pickard

12 obelisks in the display, with another three illu-
minating the American flag and one added at the 
POW/MIA monument this past fall. The memo-
rial’s co-founder Dennis Larson said, “Even after 
nightfall, visitors now should be able to read the 
roughly 2,000 veterans’ names etched on brick 
pavers set in the obelisks, Larson said. The flag 
now is completely visible through the night. It’s 
beautiful. The lights are the same as on the ski 
jump, and past Commander Larson is planning 
for the Summer Convention there in 2023.

On the 2nd Weekend in July, we Met in the 
Soo for the Michigan American Legion Sum-
mer Convention. A great time was had by all, 
and thank you to the Sault Ste Marie Legion for 
hosting. During the week, many Posts and Sons 
Squadrons staffed an information booth the week 
of August 16th thru the 22nd at U.P. State Fair in 
Escanaba. The booth highlighted  Recruitment 
and public awareness of our programs. Thank 
you, Michigan Sons, for your support during this 
annual event.

Fewer members came to the Fall Convention 
in Gladstone, probably because the date was also 
the opening day of the bow season for Whitetail 
Deer. 

The Fall Convention in Shanty Creek was a 
success with membership renewaL on the agenda, 
along with completing and sending in the Con-
solidated reports. 

You are inVited to 
the ‘LoSt YearS’ 
teStiMoniaL dinner 

partY
3:00pm, Sunday, May 15th, 2022

Please join us as we hold a 
Testimonial Dinner to honor

Past Department Commander 
Barry Wood

Past Department President 
Georgia Downs

Past Detachment Commander 
Michael Holley

Past Jr. President 
Ms. Leah Daniels

The COVID-19 pandemic
and social distancing robbed our
Commanders and President of

their turn for a testimonial dinner
during their term in office.

Therefore, we hereby cordially
invite you to join us for an evening
of fun and to honor our 2019-2021

Legion leadership.

Join us at The Charlotte American Legion Post,
1000 W. Lawrence Hwy, Charlotte, Michigan
for a delicious Spaghetti Dinner with garlic 
bread and a fresh salad that will be served

 for $10.00 per plate.

Contact Mike Holley
for further details.

Call or text to 517-528-5283 or
e-mail mdiver20@yahoo.com

Please respond by 
May 1st so we can get a count.
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16 TH DISTRICT PROUDLY  
 ENDORSES 

 

 
 

DAVID  NOEL BABBAGE 
 

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 
2022 – 2023 

 
 

“Shine the light on Our Veterans” 
 

Let everyone know 
   Who we are ! 

                             
                          What we Do ! 
                                                 and 

       Why we do it ! 
 

We need to continue enhancing our projects and creating new ones to help our 
veterans.  
 
We need each Post to maintain and/or develop a project that the community realizes is 
an American Legion sponsored project that meets their community needs. 
 
We also need to hello our veterans out by addressing the areas of Suicide Prevention 
and Awareness, Membership Growth and Homes for Homeless Veterans. 

FEEL FREE to call, text or email me with your input concerning our veterans and 
how we can help them.  Cell/text  (313) 680 3550 email david.babbage@hotmail.com 

Charles Edwards
 Post #14  & the 18th 
District Association
Proudly Endorses 

and Supports

Larry S. Chase

For Department
Sgt. at Arms
2022-2023

Larry’s eligibility includes his service in Lebanon and 
Grenada in The US Army, as well as his previous post posi-
tions as Commander, 1st and 2nd Vice Commander, Sgt. at 
Arms, and service on the Executive Committee. He has held 
Sgt. at Arms positions at the District and Zone level. He was 
the Chairperson for the Centennial Committee and current-
ly serves the Department as the Sgt. at Arms.

The American Legion Department of Michigan 
10th District Association 

Proudly Endorses

Richard Tracy

for Department
1st Vice Commander

Richard Tracy served in the United States Marine Corps 
and has been a member of the American Legion for 23 years 
and has completed the following accomplishments:

Post Level: Commander (99-03, 05-06, 21-Present), Sr.
Vice (6mo), Adjutant (ll yrs), Trustee (l yr).

District Level: Commander (lyr), Sr. Vice (1),
2nd Vice (1).

Department Level: 4th Zone Commander (lyr), 
Membership Director (lyr), Historian (lyrs).

Department Committees: Post Development, Legislative, Education Scholarship.Richard 
has excellent experience within the legion Programs and Membership and has shown strong 
knowledge and incredible skills in these areas. His interaction with members and posts has 
always been with respect and integrity. He adheres to all the ethical guidelines set out in this 

organization.
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American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedi-
cated to providing 
the very best vet-
erans’ advocacy to 
Michigan Veter-

ans and their families.They can 
assist with Claims Preparation, 
Presentation and appeal coun-
sel in Veterans’ benefits services. 
Assist you and your Dependents 
in getting the Benefits that you 
have earned by your service to 
your country. 

American Legion Veterans Affairs 
and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
geasterling@michiganlegion.org
Cell (313) 549-8557

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1231
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 
Service Officer Schedule

Visit us on Facebook at: www.
facebook.com/MichiganVAR

Gary Easterling
Director

The American Legion Post 238 in Holt re-
cently acquired a Vietnam Era AH-1 Cobra 
Helicopter, and it sure has been drawing the 
attention of many local residents in Delhi 
Township.

“This is something our Veterans have wanted for the Post for 
some time now. While it has been a long and arduous process try-
ing to secure some type of static piece of military equipment, it was 
worth it, and we are enjoying the exposure it has brought.” Said Post 
Commander, Dale Cousineau.

Homer Lafrinere, a Holt resident and 40 plus year member of 
the Post, has been a strong supporter of the Post and wanted to 
help in securing a static display that would really help highlight our 
Post’s existence in the community.  The members of Post 238 wish 
to publicly thank both Homer and Mike for making significant do-
nations to pay for the full cost of transport. The American Legion 
Post 238 is accepting donations from the community to help with 
the cost of theS project to refurbish the Cobra, along with building 
a concrete platform for a permanent mount.

Greetings from the 7th District.  
The sunshine and warmer weather 
should bring everyone renewed en-
ergy.   We could funnel that energy 
into membership.  The 7th District, 
currently, is in 12th place with 
88.25%.  As the numbers show, we 
still need to work on membership.

The 7th District First Vice 
Commander Ken Miller and I have 
been working with Posts assisting 
them with revitalization and clos-
ing properly.  We have also met 
with Legionnaires who want to 
start a new Post.  We are always 
pleased to help you when any need 
arises.

The next 7th District meeting 
will be held at Post #4 on May 15th. 
We will be having a joint Memorial 
Service to remember all the Dis-
trict and Auxiliary members who 
have died in the past year. The Me-
morial starts at 1:30 followed by the 
meeting at 2:00.

  
Looking forward to seeing you 

on May 15th.
7th District Commander
August Miele

Greetings from the 7th District
August Miele, District Commander



American Legion Department of Michigan
2022 Convention Registration Form

June 22,2022 - June 26, 2022
Radison Hotel, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007
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* This is only an outline of the plans services. Please review your 
Member Benefit Guide carefully. EA+ is not insurance. ©2016 Worldwide Rescue & Security    40061

For more information log on to www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus
or call toll-free 1-888-310-1547 today to speak with a benefit representative.

Learn How Emergency Assistance Plus (EA+) 
Helps You Handle Travel Emergencies.

Be Prepared for an Emergency ... 
While Traveling.

From Your American 
Legion Department

Legionnaire EA+ steps in 
to help you with more than 
20 emergency and medical 
services … to help you focus 
on your recovery and NOT on 
the costs (or even details like 
lining up second opinions or 
flying loved ones home*).
Plus, acting right away also 
helps lock in your Legionnaire 
members-only price.

EA+ rates are currently as low as they 
can go. So when you activate EA+ right 
away, you’re guaranteed the same low 
price for a FULL year.
I already have medical insurance. Why 
should I activate EA+, too?
EA+ is NOT medical insurance. It’s an 
important stop-gap between what your 
medical plan covers … and emergency 
transportation expenses most health 
insurance plans NEVER pay.

Richard F Smith Post 29 and the 2nd District 
proudly endorses 

Jerry Andrus 
for the office of Department Commander 

for 2022-2023.

Jerry has 47 years as a Legionnaire and earned his eligibility 
as a Marine during Vietnam 1968-1969.
Jerry has served the American Legion for many years and 
has held numerous positions at all levels.  Jerry served the 
40/8 also becoming Grande Chef in 1999.
Jerry now serves his church as a member of the Pastor Rela-
tions Committee.
We feel that Jerry has the knowledge and ability to lead this 
great organization. We hope you will agree and make him 
the next Commander.

HOTEL INFORMATION
The hotel shall hold the block until 6-7-2022 or until the 
block fills. Reservations made after 6-7-2022 or above the 
contract block amount are subject to availability and pricing 
of the hotel.

• Standard Rooms (King or Double Queen):
            One Guest: $126                      Two Guests: $126 
      Three Guests: $136                 Four Guests: $146

• Standard Concierge (King or Dbl Queen) – 9th Floor:
            One Guest: $166                      Two Guests: $166 
       Three Guests: $176                 Four Guests: $186  
                             

Please call the hotel directly to make your reservation at
269-343-3333 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays. 

(mention American Legion Convention for group rate)

Online Booking Instructions:
Go to www.radissonkz.com
Dates of stay between (6/21 – 6/26/2022)
Click on more search options
Under rate type, pick Promotional Code and then enter 

Group Code: ALA

Credit Card is required for all stays. For Hospitality Rooms – Please contact 
Jerry Dennis at: gnd459@gmail.com or 616-901-1667. Entire Property is 
non-smoking.Self-parking provided in parking ramp for hotel guest staying 
at the Radisson Hotel only. Day Passes for non-registered hotel guests will be 
provided at $10/day.Valet Parking is NOT included. Oversized or trailer park-
ing must be reserved in advance and may not be available the day of. Rates 
are dependent on the City of Kalamazoo.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 22-CA-1

A proposed change to the Department ByLaws, Article VI, Section 1. 
which now reads:
The following permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-

committees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports Subcommittee: Law & Order 

Subcommittee: Scouting
American Legion Baseball American Legion Boys’ State Children and 

Youth Education and Scholarship 
Finance/Personnel
Internal Affairs
Subcommittee: Constitution and By-Laws Subcommittee: Legion Riders
Legislative
Media & Communications Membership
Subcommittee:  Post Development National Security and Foreign Rela-

tions
Subcommittee: Blood, Eye and Vital Organ Bank Subcommittee: POW/

MIA
Permanent Time and Place/Resolution Assignment Reconnect
Homeless Veterans Task Force Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Subcommittee: Heroes to Hometown Subcommittee: V.A.V.S./V.H.V.S.
Veterans Employment & Education

To be Amended by: Change   name   of   Department   Member-
ship   Committee   to   “Membership   and   Post  Activities Committee”

So that when amended, Article VI, Section 1, shall read:
The following permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-

committees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports Subcommittee: Law & Order 

Subcommittee: Scouting
American Legion Baseball American Legion Boys’ State Children and 

Youth

Proposed Amendments to the Department Constitution and Department Bylaws

A proposed change to the Department Constitution, Article XII, Sec-
tion 2. which now reads:
Department Officers, Chairman of the Vice Commanders, and members of 

the Executive Committee shall 
be installed at the close of the Department Convention and shall immedi-

ately enter upon their 
duties. They shall hold office for a term of one (1) year or until their suc-

cessors shall be/have 
been duly appointed, elected and installed, except that the Department Fi-

nance Officer, Department 
Historian and Department Sergeant-at-Arms shall not serve more than 

two (2) consecutive terms of 
office.

To be Amended by:Changing verbiage

So that when amended, Article XII, Section 2, shall read:
Department  Officer  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  

be  installed  at  the  
close  of  the Department Convention and shall immediately enter upon 

their duties.  The Department 
Commander and Vice Commanders shall be elected for a term of one (1) 

year.  Zone Commanders, 
District Commanders, Department Finance Officer, Department Histori-

an, and Department 
Sergeant-at-Arms may serve more than one (1) term but shall not serve 

more than two (2) consecutive 
terms.  Department Judge Advocate and Department Chaplain are ap-

pointed for one (1) term and may be 
reappointed indefinitely.  All officers elected and appointed shall remain in 

office until their 
successors shall be/have been duly appointed, elected and installed.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 22-CA-3

A proposed change to the Department ByLaws, Article VI, Section 1. 
which now reads:
The following permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-

committees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports Subcommittee: Law & Order 

Subcommittee: Scouting
American Legion Baseball American Legion Boys’ State Children and 

Youth Education and Scholarship 
Finance/Personnel
Internal Affairs
Subcommittee: Constitution and By-Laws Subcommittee: Legion Riders
Legislative
Media & Communications Membership
Subcommittee:  Post Development National Security and Foreign Rela-

tions
Subcommittee: Blood, Eye and Vital Organ Bank Subcommittee: POW/

MIA
Permanent Time and Place/Resolution Assignment Reconnect
Subcommittee: Homeless Veterans Task Force Veterans Affairs and Re-

habilitation
Subcommittee: Heroes to Hometown Subcommittee: V.A.V.S./V.H.V.S.
Veterans Employment & Education

To be Amended by: Changing name of Department Heroes to 
Hometown Subcommittee to “Eddie Brown Heroes to Hometown Sub-
committee”

So that when amended, Article VI, Section 1, shall read:
The following permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-

committees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports Subcommittee: Law & Order 

Subcommittee: Scouting
American Legion Baseball American Legion Boys’ State Children and 

Youth.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 22-CA-2
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Proposed Amendments to the Department Constitution and Department Bylaws

A proposed change to the Department ByLaws, Article VI, Section 1. 
which now reads:
The following permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-

committees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service 
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports
Subcommittee: Law & Order 
Subcommittee: Scouting 
American Legion Baseball 
American Legion Boys’ State 
Children and Youth 
Education and Scholarship 
Finance/Personnel 
Internal Affairs 
Subcommittee: Constitution and By-Laws 
Subcommittee: Legion Riders
Legislative
Media & Communications 
Membership 
 Subcommittee:  Post Development
National Security and Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee: Blood, Eye and Vital Organ Bank 
Subcommittee: POW/MIA 
Permanent Time and Place/Resolution Assignment 
Reconnect 
 Subcommittee: Homeless Veterans Task Force
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Subcommittee: Heroes to Hometown 
Subcommittee: V.A.V.S./V.H.V.S. 
Veterans Employment & Education 

To be Amended by: Adding Leadership Development as a Subcommit-
tee of the Internal Affairs Committee

So that when amended, Article VI, Section 1, shall read:
The following permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-

committees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service 
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports
Subcommittee: Law & Order 
Subcommittee: Scouting 
American Legion Baseball 
American Legion Boys’ State 
Children and Youth 
Education and Scholarship 
Finance/Personnel 
Internal Affairs 
Subcommittee:  Constitution and By-Laws 
Subcommittee:  Leadership Development
Subcommittee:  Legion Riders
Legislative
Media & Communications 
Membership 
 Subcommittee:  Post Development
National Security and Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee:  Blood, Eye, Vital Organ Bank
Subcommittee: POW/MIA 
Permanent Time and Place/Resolution Assignment 
Reconnect 
 Subcommittee: Homeless Veterans Task Force
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Subcommittee: Heroes to Hometown 
Subcommittee: V.A.V.S./V.H.V.S. 
Veterans Employment & Education 

A proposed change to the Department Bylaws, Article VI, Sec-
tion 1. which now reads:
Section 1: The following permanent Department Standing Committees 

and Subcommittees are hereby authorized: 
Americanism and Community Service 
Subcommittee: Junior Shooting Sports 
Subcommittee: Law & Order
 Subcommittee: Scouting
 American Legion Baseball 
American Legion Boys’ State
 Children and Youth 
Education and Scholarship 
Finance/Personnel 
Internal Affairs 
Subcommittee: Constitution and By-Laws
Subcommittee: Legion Riders
 Legislative
 Media & Communications 
Membership
 Subcommittee: Post Development 

National Security and Foreign Relations
 Subcommittee: Blood, Eye and Vital Organ Bank
 Subcommittee: POW/MIA 
Permanent Time and Place/Resolution Assignment
 Reconnect 
Subcommittee: Homeless Veterans Task Force
 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation 
Subcommittee: Heroes to Hometown
 Subcommittee: V.A.V.S./V.H.V.S. 
Veterans Employment & Education

To be Amended by: Changing verbiage and remove the list of 
Committees and Subcommittees

So that when amended, Article VI, Section 1, shall read:

Section 1: The permanent Department Standing Committees and Sub-
committees, as they are currently authorized, shall be found in the De-
partment Executive Manual Rules of Procedure.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 22-CA-5

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 22-CA-4



Post 258’s Legion and Auxiliary give Dictionaries to local 3rd graders
Around the State...
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NorthPointe Christian Elementary’s 3rd graders with 57 
new Dictionaries plus 15 Spanish/English Dictionaries

Cliff Mulder, Bob Schneckenberger, Jim Betts, Eric Nel-
son, and Bob Crans

Mikado American Legion,
The Auxiliary and the SAL, 

giving supplies to the Alcona 
Schools

Mike Serafin finance officer, Richard Tracy Command-
er, Jerry Blevins 1st Vice, Clayton Jolley Chaplain 
presenting Supplies to Mrs. Oliver

Norma Tracy Auxiliary 254 President, Richard Tracy  
Commander Post 254 Present supplies to Christie 
Thomas, Principal, Alcona Community School

Junior Shooting Sports Round up
At a recent Air Rifle shooting match between Genesee County 

JROTC and Centerline High School JROTC.
Genesee County JROTC, 

is sponsored by American 
Legion Post 294, was victori-
ous. With a Combined Var-
sity and Jr. Varsity score of  
1704 to 1163. Pictured here 
is the Winners from Genesee  
William Westra Varsity and 
Jacki Merrit J.V.

1st place Varsity William Westra 1st 
place Jr. Varsity Jacki Merrit

The entire Genesee County Jr. ROTC Shooting Club. Willian Westra, 
Jacob Schweigert, Urban, Joshua Kaczorowski, Henry Connor, Aiden 
Henry, Carter Cramer. and Jacki Merrit

Pictured from Left to Right Reid VanWormer , Jackie 
Casey, Duane Putnam, Ray  Andersen, Craig Gregory

Greenville Legion Riders 
honor the service of WWII 
Veteran.

Virgil Westdale was one of the few remaining 
Greatest Generation veterans and a  highly dec-
orated hero. When he passed in February at the 
age of 104 the Legion Riders helped honor him 
graveside.  Virgil’s family asked for help lining the 
road with flags in his honor the American Legion 
Riders of post 101 turned out in force and were 
happy to help.The 18th District Sons of The American Legion made a flag presen-

tation to the Avondale School District Board of Education
Front row (from left): Daniel 

Tyack, 3rd SAL Zone Commander, 
Mike Fitzgerald, SAL Liaison; Terry 
Lang, Board Trustee; Randy Jack-
son, 18th District SAL U.S. Flags for 
Classrooms Chairman. Back row 
(from left): Carvin Chapman, SAL 
National Executive Committeeman; 
James Schwarz, Avondale Superin-
tendent; Rita Davis, Board Trustee; 
Chip Tischer, Board President; Lucille 
Washington, Board Vice President; 
Kelly Brault, Board Secretary; David 
Down, Board Treasurer; and Sarava-
na Anbarasu, Avondale Student


