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Winter Meeting Call, Registration and Schedule Pages 16-17

How is your Post Marking Veterans’ Day and Pearl Harbor Day?
As the last of our leaves finish fall-

ing and most minds turn to thoughts 
of Thanksgiving and Christmas, the 
members of our American Legion 
should focus on two different dates, 
Veterans’ Day and Pearl Harbor Day. 
These two holidays stand out not 
only for their reverence to those who 
served but also because they give a 
natural platform for our Posts to 
stand out in our communities. These 
two events will have radio stations, 
newspapers, and TV stations scram-
bling for interviews to fill content on 
their platforms leading up to them. 
Who better to comment on the lives 
of those who served in all aspects of 
the Military than the American Le-
gion? Nobody!

Many Posts have already planned 
something to mark these special 
days, and there is still time to make 
the most of this opportunity to shine 
in your Community. Reach out. You 
have already scheduled a Veterans’ 
dinner or some kind of tribute hon-

oring Veterans’ Day or Pearl Harbor 
Day; now send that information to 
your local media outlet. 

You probably already know 
the name of your local newspaper, 
you have a favorite radio station, 
and there is a local TV station you 
check the local sports scores or trust 
now and then for the evening news. 
Look them up on the internet; all of 
them will have a “Contact us” button 
somewhere on the home page, usu-
ally at the bottom. When you click 
on that link, you should end up on 
a page with an email address. You 
don’t have to be an expert writer or 
have any experience writing press re-
leases. Just Who, What, Where, and 
a good phone number to contact. If 
you have a flyer you put up at your 
Post, include that. These celebra-
tions not only deserve announcing 
but connect the American Legion 
directly to military-related issues.

Two things could happen. One, 
they need content, telling their au-
dience all about your event drives in 
many new vets, and you have made 
your membership goal for the year. 
Two, the Evening News is not inter-
ested in your Veterans’ Dinner, but 

they do need a comment about how 
veterans are reacting to the Pactact 
or other changes to VA benefits. And 

guess what? They have your contact 
information.

You may be wondering, “Is it re-
ally that simple?” and the answer is 
“YES” and “NO.” There is no guar-
antee that reaching out to the me-
dia will net you a mention on the 
Morning Report, but it will establish 
a relationship with your Post. Staffs 
change constantly. It is important to 
continue sending all notifications to 
the newspaper, radio, and TV. No 
matter how small, most newsrooms 
are bombarded daily with goings-on, 
and without a liaison in the room, 
your event will be passed right over. 
Furthermore, if your celebration 
is something big, like a parade, the 
media might be surprised to learn 
your Post is the driving force behind 
it. Don’t assume that because the 
newspaper showed up to cover the 
last Pearl Harbor memorial service, 
it is coming this year.

The best part about it? There is 
still plenty of time to get in front of 
the media’s eye. Veteran’s Day cel-
ebrations are about a week away 

by the time this edition is in your 
hands. Plan today to get a hold of 
the Post Commander and choose a 
spokesperson for your event. While 
waiting to get that person on board, 
look up the web addresses of those 
media outlets in your area (Radio 
can be tricky as they sometimes are 
a group that is harder to figure out). 
That still leaves several days to send 
those emails (or make phone calls). 
The information needs to be out by 
the 9th of November, in the case of 
Veterans day,  and the 5th of Decem-
ber for Pearl Harbor Day.

One final thought about getting 
some attention on your Post is that 
you don’t have to have large or vet-
eran-centered events to reach out 
to the Media. Anytime the Post is 
open to the public, send that email. 
Poppy Sales? Send that Email. Boy 
Scouts need help selling Popcorn 
for a fundraiser? Send that email. 
Are Legion Riders helping with a 
toy drive? Send that Email. If the 
law of averages is to be believed, 
your announcement will get picked 
up about 30% of the time, so triple 
the number of events you are trying 
to get covered. Also, every time you 
send those emails out, it gets easier 
to send them again. You may even 
end up with an insider who will ad-
vocate for your events to be covered 
in the newsroom.

Tooting one’s own horn is never 
comfortable, but it will be worth-
while in the long run. The attention 
your Post receives will directly im-
pact the ability to collect donations 
and recruit new members. The more 
our Post Family grows, the better we 
can serve our fellow Veterans, and 
isn’t that why we are members in the 
first place?

Meet the National Commander Feb 10 at the Commanders Banquet in Lansing



Many of us can recall special news 
worthy moments that stick with us. 

Maybe it’s Nancy Kerrigan at the Olympics crying, “Why? 
Why” or President Bill Clinton stating, “I did not have 
sexual relations with that woman.” One that I recall viv-
idly was the police incident involving Rodney King. As he 

was being detained, asking “Why can’t we all just get along?”
Not taking those specific incidents into account, let’s focus on a simple 

question that we should all be asking ourselves; “Why can’t we all just get 
along?”

At shopping malls, grocery stores, workplaces, and in the community, 
many people nowadays seem to have a chip on their shoulder, but why? 
Our economy is not doing very well, inflation is increasing, divorces are 
rising, and many people sometimes just can’t be nice.

WE ALL CAN DO A BETTER JOB! Let’s focus on our organizations 
for a minute now. We are all, for the most part, volunteers. We don’t get 
paid and receive benefits for advancing our programs and missions. The 
organization needs all our volunteers to survive and make that difference. 
If we do not treat our members with respect, they will not stick around, 
which can lead to posts, squads, and units closing. Let’s all just get along 
and try our best to be respectful to each other.

As The American Legion is promoting BE THE ONE, remember you, 
too, can be the one to make a difference in your organization.

Lastly, I want to thank all our veterans for their service, as November 
11th is Veterans Day. I also want to extend my well wishes and happiest 
holidays to everyone as we move into our new year!

Many know 
that God exists 
and have heard 

about him but not enough really 
know about His love for humanity.     

1. His love is unconditional. 
God does not love you when you 
are good and hate when you are 
bad. No, He loves you through it 
all. He definitely hates sin, but He 
always loves His children. 

2. His love is timeless. Psalm 
136:26 says, give thanks to the 
God of heaven, for His steadfast 
endures forever. 

3. Nothing can separate us 
from this gift. Romans 8:37-39 
says In all these things, we are 
more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am con-
vinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the 
love of God. 

4. His love makes us better. No 
one experiences God’s love and 
remains the same. You become a 
better brother, wife, sister, hus-
band, and overall being.

5. God’s love enables us to love 
others. John 4:7-8 says Beloved, 
let us love one another, for love 
is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows 
God. Anyone who does not love 
does not know God because God 
is love.

God’s unfailing love for us is 
an objective fact affirmed over and 
over in the scriptures. It is true 
whether we believe it or not. Our 
doubts do not destroy God’s love, 
nor our faith creates it. It origi-
nates in the very nature of God, 
who is love. When you experience 
God’s love, it is only fair that you 
share it. In fact, it is safe to say that 
knowing God’s love compels you 
to love others. Rember how bad it 
gets; God is always there with his 
love.
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WE HAVE CONTACT!
Ron Runyan 
Department 
Adjutant 

New Member 
application!

Cut out this 
handy applica-
tion with your 
information on 

the back and keep 
it with you! 

Together 
we will keep 
growing the 

American 
Legion 

Department 
of Michigan

Marilyn Britten
Department 
Commander

I am hap-
py to report that 
Auxiliary Presi-
dent Jorae, Sons 

Commander Fisher, State Adjutant 
Runyan, and myself had a very suc-
cessful visit to the Ewen-Trout Creek 
High School on September 30th. We 
were serenaded by the high school 
choir during the first period and 
moved on to speak with all junior 
and senior students during the sec-
ond period. The principal stopped 
by along with the student advisor, 
who spent the entire presentation 
with us. 

Two Boys Staters and a Girls 
Stater told their fellow students what 
they got out of attending their re-
spective programs last year. None of 
the students went because they had 
an interest in government. They just 
thought it might be fun. Their com-
mon theme was that they learned 

a lot about how government works 
or is supposed to work and why it 
doesn’t. They highly recommended 
it to their fellow students. 

All programs of The Legion 
Family were discussed. We were sup-
ported by the Trout Creek Legion 
Post, the same guys that made sure 
that the three students who attended 
got to go. The Post has no Auxiliary 
or Sons. They had to leave after the 
presentation because they had to go 
to another community to support a 
funeral service. This event made our 
trip to the UP very successful.

 Our thanks to all those involved 
in hosting us during our visit. Your 
hospitality was greatly appreciated. 
The high school visit had a positive 
impact on the school and the Post. 
One of the mothers came to thank 
us for our program because it had 
given her son so much. 

It isn’t hard. Make the call, visit 
the school, talk to the students and 
the parents, and change some lives. 
If you need help in doing this, please 
get in touch with your leadership for 
assistance. Let’s get it done.

Runyan’s Ramblings
Why can’t we all just get along?

5 important things to know about God’s love 
for humanity.

Rodney Tolbert
Department 
Chaplain
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 Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at me-
dia@michiganlegion.org or mail it to de-
partment attn: Jim Showers.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting a hard 
copy photo, please note photos printed 
from a home printer cannot be used, nor 
can photos clipped from newspapers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact Jim 

Showers
media@michiganlegion.org 

517-220-2747
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The American Legion has been observing patri-
otic holidays since its inception in 1919. Five such 
holidays are listed in the Americanism Manual: Arbor 
Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, and 

Veterans Day.
VETERANS DAY – Veterans Day is a national holiday that is ob-

served each year on November 11. It was originally known as “Armistice 
Day,” a celebration of the end of World War I. On June 1, 1954, the name 
was changed to Veterans Day to honor all U.S. veterans and to thank all 
who served in the United States Armed Forces. 

Veterans Day will always have a very deep personal significance for 
The American Legion Family because it honors America’s veterans for 
their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for 
the common good. 

Every American Legion post should observe Veterans Day with ap-
propriate observances and programs throughout their communities, in-
cluding at schools and cemeteries.

ELECTION DAY – The second Tuesday of November. Don’t forget 
our patriotic duty on November 8. Let’s all turn out at the polls and vote 
the good ones in and the bad ones out. 

NOVEMBER 18 - ORATORICAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE; 
The American Legion Oratorical Contest develops leadership quali-

ties, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and being bet-
ter prepared to accept the duties and responsibilities, rights, and privileges 
of American Citizenship.

The Americanism Committee strongly encourages any High School 
student, grades 9th-12th, who is a United States citizen to participate be-
cause it is designated to create interest, foster appreciation, and gain a bet-
ter understanding of the United States.

The Americanism Report
Dan Cooper, 2nd Vice Commander 
Americanism & Community Service

MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org in-
stead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the 
Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mailings.

Name:______________________________________________

Member ID #: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

State: ____    Zip Code: ________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________
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55% Target Date Surpassed!
support Veterans Issues and your 
Community.  You can access the 
application for the National Com-
mander’s V.E.T.S. Pin by going to:

https://www.legion.org/sites/
legion.org/fi les/legion/docu-
ments/five_expired_members_
VETS_pin.pdf

American Legion National 
Commander Vincent J. “Jim” Tro-
iola will award his National Com-
mander “Be The One” membership 
excellence pin to any Legionnaire 
who obtains three new members 
into The American Legion.  A 
new member is any eligible person 
joining for the 2023 membership 
year who was not a member of The 
American Legion during the 2022 
membership year. Transfers do not 
count as new members.  You can 
access the application for the Na-
tional Commander’s “Be The One” 
membership excellence Pin by go-
ing to:

https://www.legion.org/sites/
legion.org/fi les/legion/docu-
ments/three_new_members_Be-
theOne_pin.pdf

We’ve got 
some great mo-

mentum going so far this year, and 
we reached the 55% Target Date 
about 3 weeks ahead of schedule.  
Some great efforts are being put 
forth by a good number of our 
Post Membership Teams, and your 
hard work with renewals, adding 
new members, and DMS (Post 
225) Transfers is paying off.

Never leave a Buddy behind
As we learned through our 

service in the Military, we never 
leave a buddy behind.  Let’s not 
leave our expired members be-
hind either!  It’s time to pull out 
those expired rosters and reach 
out to your valuable members who 
have not renewed their member-
ship with your Post.  They found 
value in their membership at one 
time, but for one reason or an-
other, their expectations were not 
met.  We need to inform them of 
our core mission to our Veterans 
and our Nation, as well as create 
family friendly environments that 
they would be comfortable getting 
their entire family involved.  We’ve 
already got their contact infor-
mation, and for many, all it takes 
is a phone call or a knock in the 
door to let them know we still care 
about them.

Reward your Member’s efforts 
with one of National Commander 
Troiola’s two Incentive Programs

The National Commander’s 
V.E.T.S. Pin will be awarded to any 
Legion member who works with 
their expired list and reinstates five 
expired members into The Ameri-
can Legion for the 2023 member-
ship year who were not a member 
during the 2022 membership year.  
It’s time to reach out and let your 
expired members know of the 
great things your Post is doing to 

Brian Mohlman 
1st Vice 
Commander



The American Legion family of Post 57, Owosso, celebrated 50 years of American Legion 
membership of 4 Legionnaires on Saturday, October 15th.  The 50-year honorees were Al 
Benick, Jim Carrothers, Gary Goodwin, and Brian Beauchamp.    

During the ceremony, Scott Redman, Post 57 Commander, said, “A large part of our Post’s 
successes over the years is due to the efforts of 
the Legionnaires we honor today.  Their con-
tributions of time and talent are an example of 
those with a giving spirit that care about Veter-
ans and community.”    The honorees were pre-
sented with a 50-year pin, a District pin, and 
a 50-year certificate of appreciation from the 
National Office.   “50 years ago, when I moved 
to Owosso, I knew no one.  The Post welcomed 
me, and I have made several great friends here,” 
said Al Benick.

Second District 
Meetings start at 11 am with the 
SAL followed by the Riders at Noon 
with a Lunch VSO starts at 1 pm and 
Legion meetings are at 2 pm.
January 8, 2023 Post 514 Ida
March 12, 2023 Post 514 Milan
April 22, 2023 Post 315 Brooklyn
May 14, 2023 Post 324 Jackson- Rose 
City

Third District 
Meetings are at 1:00pm, lunch at 

12:00pm.
November 6, 2022 Post 156  
964 McCallum St. Montgomery, MI
January 8, 2023 Post 36 
1920 E Kilgore Service Rd. Kalama-
zoo MI (VFW Post 1527)
March 5, 2023 Post 157 
104 E Chicago St. Quincy, MI
May 7, 2023 Post 196  
104 Coldwater Rd. Union City, MI

Fourth District
Service officers training at 11:00 am 
Dinner at 12:30 pm Meetings at 2:00 

pm.
November 6, 2022 Dorr Post 127
January 8, 2023 Coloma Post 362 
March 5, 2023 Stevensville Post 568 
May 7, 2023 South Haven Post 49 

Fifth District
Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of 
every month. Dinner @ 5:30 pm and 

Meeting @ 7 pm. For more infor-
mation Email: districtadjutant5th@

yahoo.com
 or call: 1-616-799-4459

November 10, 2022 Furniture City 
Post #258 (G.R.) 
January 12, 2023 TBA
March 9, 2023 Daniel G. Cassard 
Post # 208 (Kentwood) 
May 11, 2023 Neal E. Fonger Post 
#179 (G.R.) 
July 13, 2023  TBD  

District Meetings
Sixth District

Service Officer School at 11:10 am (when 
scheduled),Lunch at Noon, 

Meetings at 1 pm
November 13, 2022 Bernie A. Bendle Post 
294 3440 Morrish Rd 
Swartz Creek MI 48473 
810-635-7333
January 8, 2023 Devereaux Post 1441 
3265 W Grand River Ave
Howell MI 48855 
517-546-2534
March 12, 2023 Pickney Memorial Post 
419 9807 Whitewood Rd. Picknet MI 
48169 517-878-9522
May 7, 2023 Buck Reasoner Post 238
1785 Cedar St.
Holt MI 48842
517-699-2235

Seventh District
January 9, 2023 Lapeer
March 12, 2023 Caro 
May 21, 2023 Mt. Clemens 

Eighth District 
Trainings will start at Noon, Dinner at 

1:00pm with Legion and Auxiliary meet-
ings immediately following.

November 6, 2022 Chesaning Post 212
January  8, 2023Frankenmuth Post 150
March 5, 2023 Portland Post 129
May 7, 2023 Belding Post 203

Nineth District 
Executive meetings are at 11:00am with 

Lunch at noon. Meetings at 1:00pm.
December 10, 2022 Post 10 Manistee
March 11, 2023 Post 94 Cadillac
May 13, 2023 Post 397 Holton

Tenth District 
All meetings will start with lunch at noon. 

Meetings at 1:00 pm.

November 5, 2022 Luzerne Post 162
January 7, 2023 Luzerne Post 162
March 4, 2023 Hale Post 422
May 6, 2023 Bay City Post 18  

Eleventh District
All Meetings Start at 1pm. Dates and 
locations of future meetings are still 

being decided.

Sixteenth District
All meetings start at 7:30 pm.

October, December, February, & April 
Service Officer School  at 6:30 pm.

November 8, 2022 Flat Rock Post 237
December 13, 2022 Southgate Post 478
January 10, 2023 Stitt Post 232
February 14, 2023 Fort Dearborn Post 
364
March 14, 2023 Wyandotte 217
April 11, 2023 Trenton Post 426
May 9, 2023 Lincoln Park Post 67 
June 13, 2023 Garden City Post 396

Eighteenth District 
All meetings Meeting for the District 
Legion and Auxiliary Convene at 2:00 

p.m
Jan 22, 2023 Rochester Hills 
#172 248-651-2247
Feb 26, 2023
Hill Gazette Post #143 248-852-4880
Mar 26, 2023
Hill Gazette Post #143 248-852-4880
May 21, 2023 (Election of officers) 
Chief Pontiac #377 248-673-9301

Nineteenth District 
Meetings will be held at the Gaylord 
Bowling Center, 1200 Gornick Ave, 

Gaylord, MI 49735.
Meetings start with training at 10:00 

am, Social Meet and Greet at 11:00 am, 
lunch served at noon.  The both the 

Legion and Auxiliary will start at 1:00 
pm.

December 10, 2022
March 11, 2023
May 13, 2023
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2023 Membership Goal 56,354 as of October 28th Total: 34,168 60.63%

Celebrating 50 years

LtoR:  Scott Redman, Al Benick, Bonnie Carrothers (ac-
cepting on behalf of her husband Jim Carrothers), Gary 
Goodwin.  Unable to attend Brian Beauchamp
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What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

Blood and Organ Donations
Merry Lesert, Chairman

 I had the pleasure of meeting many of you at the Fall Conference. 
During that meeting, there was a lively discussion on what you would like 
to see happening with Blood and Organ Donations. 

Call your local Red Cross to hold a Blood Drive (1-800-733-2767). The 
following are in a critical stage for Blood donations: Type O, A-(negative), 
and B-(negative). They are still seeking A+, B+, AB+, and AB-. If your 
post is not big enough to hold a Blood drive ask your local library, city 
hall, community building, fire department, and any place that is around 
you. If you use someone else’s place, please invite them if they would like 
to help with personnel if you need extra help to hold a Blood drive. 

You can hold CPR classes and defibrillator classes also. When you 
have a Blood Drive, please let me know, for I would like to mention you in 
a press release in the paper. Plasma is another way to make donations also. 
Most places will pay for Plasma. Look in your local directories or online to 
make Plasma and Organ donations. You never know when someone you 
know might need your donation. 

I will hopefully be able to hold CPR and defibrillator training at the 
Winter Conference, just to name a few things. My email address is mer-
rylesert@yahoo.com

August Mattson American Le-
gion Post #71 of Gladstone was pre-
sented with their 100% Membership 
Awards for the 2021-2022 member-
ship year on Monday, the 11th of 
July.

According to the 2021-2022 Up-
per Peninsula Legion Membership 
Director, Wendy Sexton, “This is 
quite an accomplishment, consid-
ering the recent years of a global 
pandemic.” Every Legion Post that 
achieves 100% by Summer Con-
vention receives the award, to be 
displayed at the Post. There is also a 
certificate they can keep in their file 
for the history of the Post. 

Officially founded in 1919, the 
American Legion is the oldest vet-
erans service organization in the 
country, and it’s had an enormous 
influence on the care and treatment 
of veterans. The organization is re-

sponsible for many programs ini-
tiated during the past century that 
assist veterans, including the G.I. 
Bill, which helps cover the cost of a 
college education post-service. 

Post #71 meets on the 1st Mon-
day of the month at 7 PM at the Post 
Home, located on the corner of 8th 
Street and Delta Avenue.

L to R Post #71 Commander Barry Holm, 
Membership Chairman Post #71 Lewis Car-
rol, U.P. Legion Posts Membership Director 
2021-2022 Wendy Sexton

August Mattson Legion Post #71 presented 
with their 100% Membership Award



MIAP volunteers help to locate, identify, and inter the unclaimed cre-
mated remains of American veterans.    Through these volunteers’ efforts, 
they help to provide honor and respect to those who have served this 
country by securing a final resting place for these forgotten heroes.

Some of these volunteers are members of the American Legion Family 
and other Veteran organizations, who work with local Funeral Homes, 
and State and National Cemeteries. 

These Forgotten Heroes have been sitting on shelves in funeral homes, 
mortuaries, or storage facilities at crematoriums across America. Thank 
you for continuing to step forward and help them to be buried with hon-
or for their service. Without them, we would not have the freedoms we 
enjoy today. There are (6) Memorial Services scheduled for the month of 
October.   

• Arizona has (2) Interments scheduled for a total of (33) Veterans. 
• Arkansas has a Memorial Service scheduled for (18) Veterans.
• Florida has a Memorial Service scheduled for (18) Veterans and (6) 

spouses.
• Idaho has a Memorial Service scheduled for (3) Veterans.
• Virginia has a Memorial Service scheduled for (3) Veterans and (1) 

spouse. 
A total of (64) Veterans will receive Full Military Honors during these 

Memorial Services, and (7) spouses will be reunited with a loved one.
It is the right thing to do.                                                                                                                            

Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
Let’s get that triple Nickel!

Greetings from the Detachment 
Of Michigan. I hope everyone en-
joyed their summer. The Autumn 
season is upon us. I’m currently vis-
iting the Upper Peninsula, and the 

trees are beginning to show some amazing colors. Also, 
the Autumn season means it’s time to ramp up member-
ship. 

Before I get into our goals, let’s recap last year. The 
Detachment of Michigan received a plaque for member-

ship from National SAL at our convention for achieving 109% membership. 
We missed getting the triple nickel due to not having 5 new squadrons. We 
ended with 3. Our goal this year is achieving the triple nickel, which I be-
lieve this Detachment can acquire. A Detachment can get the triple nickel 
for reaching 85 percent renewal, 105 percent of its membership goal, and 
starting 5 new squadrons. Our goal for membership is 24271, set by Na-
tional. We have one new Squadron so far, and we are currently working on 
3 others. If you know of any Post that wants to start a SAL Squadron, please 
reach out to Squadron Development Chairman and PDC Zack Pendell. The 
Detachment finished number 9 overall in membership, which is a great 
accomplishment. I want to thank PDC, Membership Chairman, and NEC 
Committeeman Carvin “Huey” Chapman on a great job last year, pushing 
membership. We are looking forward to what we can do this year. 

We need to check on our brothers and on our fellow men and woman. 
Be The One to check on the person you haven’t seen in a while. Be The One 
to reach out and be a listening ear. Be The One to make a difference. Be 
The One who cares. My motto for the year and to accompany my Light-
house Theme is “Be a Guiding Light For our Veterans.” Be the Lighthouse 
for someone who is in the dark and is waiting for someone to be there, and 
show them the way. Sometimes all it takes is a phone call.  

A big shoutout to the Tecumseh Post 34 on winning the National Scrap-
book award 2 years in a row. Well deserved. Also, Congratulations to Mt. 
Clemens Post 4, for hitting their 100th Birthday. We had a fantastic time 
helping you celebrate. Thanks for the invite.

I’m encouraging every Squadron to sponsor one boy for Boys State. 
I hope to see you on my travels. We are proud processors of a priceless 

heritage.
Remember Our Troops, Thank A Veteran 

Victor Fisher 
SAL Commander

Sons of the American Legion 
(SAL) Squadron 28 Grand Haven 
recently donated a vintage bass 
drum to the Tri-Cities Historical 
Museum in Grand Haven. The 
drum was used by the Squadron’s 
Drum and Bugle Corps in the ‘30s 
and 40s. Squadron 28 Command-
er Paul Kubicek presented the bass 
drum to the Tri-Cities Historical 
Museum Grand Haven Collec-
tions Curator on September 15th. 
The Squadron’s name was proudly 
displayed on the bass drum. 

Squadron 28 Drum and Bu-
gle Corps often performed at the 
Charles A. Conklin American Le-
gion Post 28 Grand Haven and in 
the City of Grand Haven’s annual 
Fourth of July and Armistice Day 

(Veterans Day) parades. Member-
ship in Squadron 28’s Drum and 
Bugle Corps peaked at around 25 
members in 1939, and ages ranged 
from eight to 18-year-olds. 

SAL Squadron 28 Grand Hav-
en was originally chartered in De-
cember of 1937, and has played a 
significant role in the success and 
longevity of Post 28. 

Historical Museum Collections Curator, 
Jared Yax and Squadron 28 Commander, 
Paul Kubicek

SAL SquAdron 28 PreServeS Their hiSTory: donATeS vinTAge 
BASS drum To muSeum 

by Dr. Chris Petras, SAL Squadron 28

miSSing in AmericA ProjecT 
Greg Price

2 years in a Row!
Squadron #34 Tecumseh their National Award from 2021 and from this 
year 2022 for The scrapbook denoting their year in community service to 

veterans. 
The scrapbook was 
submitted by Squad-
ron #34 Historian 
Scott Gregory who is 
not pictured because 
he took the photo!
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One major upcoming event that will once 
again happen in District 1 will be the 17th Annual 
Detroit Veterans Day Parade.  This Patriotic Pa-
rade will once again take place in Detroit (Cork-
town) on Sunday, November 6th, at 11 am. 

We Sons have had the Honor to participate 
in All of these annual Parades to show our sup-
port for Veterans from all eras that have given of 
themselves so that we shall continue to enjoy our 
Freedom in the Greatest Country in the World. 
We would like to thank the Veterans of All Wars 
for making it possible for us Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion, to be Proud Possessors of a Priceless 
Heritage. 

Many posts are preparing to put on Hallow-
een events that will have costume contests for the 
kids.  I bet both the kids and the parents will share 
a lot of smiles and laughter.  Hopefully, you will 

have the chance to take your children or grand-
children to one of these events and share some of 
the fun.    

The American Legion High School Oratorical 
Scholarship Program 2022-2023 Contest Infor-
mation.   The American Legion Oratorical con-
tests can be financially as well as educationally 
rewarding.  High School students who are U. S. 
citizens or lawful residents can hone their speak-
ing skills while learning about the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

A contestant must register with their Ameri-
can Legion, Department of Michigan, by Novem-
ber 18, 2022.  The Zone Chairman will notify you 
of the dates, times, and locations of all contests at 
the District and Zone level.  If you know someone 
from your post or community who would like to 
compete, please make sure they get registered.

    With any luck, you may be able to attend 
special events at your post or a post near your 
community.  If so, have fun and stay safe.

1ST Zone rePorT
Greg Price, Commander

SquAdron #71 SAL
reTireS over 1000 FLAgS

Written by John Pickard
Many Americans fly the flag proudly in their 

front yards, perhaps on patriotic holidays such as 
Memorial Day or Independence Day, or even 365 
days a year. Like most things, however, individual 
flags do have a lifespan. And once it reaches the 
end of that span, many owners are unsure what to 
do with the flag.

Rather than simply throwing the flag away 
or putting it on a shelf, it should be retired via 
“dignified destruction,” which is exactly what the 
Gladstone Sons of the American Legion Squad-
ron #71 Did on Tuesday, June 14th,

“On Tuesday, June 14th, at 6 pm., we had a 
dignified destruction of over 1000 used American 
flags that were not serviceable any longer,” said 
George Maciejeweski, a Duel Son/Legion repre-
senting Squad #71. “We see too much of flags be-
ing set on poles way beyond their normal life. It 
looks bad, and it makes us veterans feel bad about 
that.

“People throw them in the garbage, and flags 
should only be disposed of in one way, and that’s 
in an honorable destruction by fire. We do that 
once a year on June 14th in a ceremony held at 
our Veterans Memorial Park”.

Formally known as the “Ceremony for Dis-
posal of Unserviceable Flags,” it was outlined in 
Resolution No. 440 and passed by the 19th Na-
tional Convention of The American Legion in 
New York in September 1937, according to The 
American Legion’s national website. The ceremo-
ny has become a Legion tradition ever since.

Photo L to R - Duel Member Post George Maciejewes-
ki,Commander Post 71 Barry Holm, Don Couillard, SAL 
Commander Squadron 71 Randy Bruntjens

Legion FAmiLy AT u.P. STATe FAir
Again this year, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan Legions came together in Escanaba for the annu-

al U.P. State fair. Gathering on the fairgrounds from 10 am to 10 pm each day, Legion, Auxiliary, and 
Sons members would staff an information display to recruit, answer questions and hand out informa-
tion about the Legion programs.

5th Zone Legion Membership chairman Wendy Sexton along with help from 5th Zone Sons Com-
mander John Pickard and Sons PDC 1 Zack Pendell, helped set up the booth this year.

    A record attendance milestone was reached by Sunday noon, Aug. 21. By the end of the sev-
en-day fair, more than 103,000 people attended.

Next year marks the 95th year of the U.P. State Fair.
“The planning has already started and we could not set this booth up without the support of the 

Legion family of the U.P. and to accomplish another succesful year,” said Sexton.
Next year’s fair is scheduled for August 14 – 20, 2023.

Pictured from l-r Gary Lane, Linda Nassar, Ray Carlson, 
Dennis Larson, Al Pfiester, Barb Larson, and John Pickard

Michael Thurber Jr. ap-
proached his parents, asking 
to sell pop and water during 
Coast Guard Festival. They 
agreed, and he set up his 
stand in front of American Le-
gion Post #28, Grand Haven. 
Throughout the week, Michael 
sold his products to the pub-
lic. He raised over $200, and 
his parents chipped in to make 
it a solid $300.00. After a dis-
cussion of possible charities to 
which to donate, Michael de-
cided on “Homeless Veterans.”  

Michael is a ten-year-old 
boy who is an amazing ex-
ample of what the Sons of the 

American Legion stands for. 
He gave of his time, provided a 
service, and gave the proceeds 
to Veterans in need. This is not 
the first time Michael has sup-
ported our Legion Post. Three 
years ago, Post #28 was in a 
fundraiser to update the kitch-
en. Throughout the year, when 
Michael was seven, he went 
from table to table on Burg-
er Nights to collect donations 
for the kitchen. He raised just 
under $2,500.00 and has his 
name on a plaque of the large 
donors. Job well done, Junior 
SAL member Michael Thurb-
er Jr. The future looks good for 

this little guy with a Big Heart. 
I am sure he will someday fill 
the shoes of our Sons of the 
American Legion Command-
er.

Ten-Year-Old Supports Community and Veterans
Paul Kubicek, SAL Commander – Squadron #28

SAL Commander Kubicek, Michael 
Thurber Jr, and Chairperson Tolbert 
at the presentation of a $300 check 
for Homeless Veterans.

A noTe From nATionAL
Carvin Chapman, National Executive Committeeman

For all Sons of The American Legion Squadrons in Michigan, a reminder; you must have your 
bond form and officers list into the department before receiving your membership cards, do not hold 
up the 2022 cards! Michigan is at 100% membership! Keep up the great work of retaining, renew-
ing, and expanding your members! The 2023 membership cards are on the way! Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and Holiday Season! 
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 Honor Their Service
Marcy Jorae
Department 
President
2022-2023

As we get 
into the holiday 

season, especially Veterans Day 
and Thanksgiving, we tend to think 
more about honoring our Veter-
ans. We do so because they have 
served this country so that we may 
have the freedoms that we currently 
have and enjoy. As Auxiliary mem-
bers, it is a part of our Mission and 
should be the reason that we are all 
a part of this organization.   

On Veterans Day, we hold 
events such as parades and dinners 
to show appreciation for the service 
of our Veterans. We hold Veterans 
in the Classroom at our schools so 

that our children learn what a Vet-
eran is and what they have done to 
earn the title of Veteran. Some Units 
do fruit baskets and cards for shut-in 
Veterans to show them they are not 
forgotten. Many Auxiliary members 
have purchased and wear “Honor 
Their Service” buttons with a picture 
of the Veteran who gave them their 
eligibility to be an American Legion 
Auxiliary member. Wearing these 
buttons shows pride in our own Vet-
erans. 

At Thanksgiving, we may again 
hold dinners or provide the makings 
for a dinner that Veterans can enjoy. 
As we approach the December holi-
days, we hold Christmas Gift Shops 
(when allowed) and participate in 
Giving Trees to sponsor Veterans 
and their families, along with many 
other ways to assist our Veterans.   
As Auxiliary members, we should 
not limit ourselves to just “special 

occasions or events.” We must re-
member to honor our Veterans (all 
Veterans, not just Legionnaires) 
every day for what they have done 
for us and their sacrifices. About our 
Gift Shops at the VA Homes and 
Hospitals, please check with your 
Representatives to see if your VA 
facility will be holding one this year. 
Some facilities are allowing them, 
while others are not.

I would love to see our Annual 
Report narratives tell of not only the 
traditional ways your members/Unit 
have honored our Veterans but also 
the innovative ways you have come 
up with that show just how much we 
care about our Veterans.

As you already know, this year, 
my Special Project is 92 for 22, 
which is a non-profit that raises 
funds to not only do service projects 
for Veterans in need but also to pro-
mote suicide prevention awareness. 
The Veterans, who comprise 92 for 

22, are trained to talk to groups 
about suicide prevention – what 
signs to look for in someone with 
suicidal ideations and how to help 
them. Should you wish to connect 
with this group for a presentation, 
you can email info@92for22.com. If 
you would like to donate to my Spe-
cial Project, please write your check 
out to American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Michigan, and desig-
nate President’s Special Project or 
92 for 22 on the memo line of your 
check. Remember to include your 
donation in your Annual Reporting 
next Spring. 

Since this is the last Auxiliaire of 
2022, I would like to wish everyone 
a happy, healthy, and peaceful hol-
iday season. As always, Thank You 
for all that you do for the ALA, and 
especially all you do for our Veter-
ans.

Marcy Jorae, President

Community Service is the 
most under-reported activity that 
Auxiliary individuals or Units do. 
We are, by nature, volunteers, 
and we often do not stop to realize 
how much we do for our commu-
nities, schools, and churches in 
addition to our Auxiliary activities.

For those of you who were 
unable to attend the Fall Confer-
ence, your Community Service 
Committee is inviting you to join 
and share both your personal as 
well as Unit activities at Michigan 
ALA Makes a Difference Face-
book page (https://www.facebook.
com/groups/798962478143427). 

In appreciation of your efforts, 
at Winter Conference, we will be 
holding a drawing with the winner 
receiving a $50 gift card. So, the 
more you post, the more entries 
you will have in the drawing. 

Let’s share with each other the 
abundance of community service 
we do and celebrate our service.

Hopefully, your Unit is plan-
ning at least one or more projects 
for 2023, such as an MLK Day 
event, youth workshops, or a Blue 
Star Salute. Both the Department 
guide (michalaux.org) and the Na-
tional website (alaforveterans.org) 
have information to assist you in 
facilitating either an MLK Day or 
Blue Star Salute event. Possible 
youth presentations could be to 
scouting troops promoting our 
Americanism, Poppy, and VA&R 
programs.

The Community Service Com-
mittee is looking forward to seeing 
your impact on Facebook and in 
your Year-end narratives.

Recognizing our Impact
Carol Burke,Community Service Chairman Juniors Update 

Kimberly VanDam, Auxiliary Junior Chairman 

Juniors are our future. Include them in all you do. Our Juniors do so 
much more than we report each year. Please take some time this year to 
note what the Juniors are doing all year and report it! 

Please check the program guide on michalaux.org for all the awards 
that the Juniors can submit to win.  You will also find in the guide infor-
mation about the Patch Program. Remember that the Patch Program is 
another way of helping our Juniors learn and earn patches to wear and 
show what they have achieved; the Young Sons (SAL) can also earn 
patches - remember to include them. 

Just a reminder that this year Junior Auxiliary Convention will again 
be separate from the Department Convention and will be in the spring. 
More details will come soon. 

Katie VanDam from Unit #208 DW Cassard, Kentwood, is your 2022-
2023  Honorary Junior President.  Her special project is Jaeger Founda-
tion, located in Muskegon, MI. You can go online and get more informa-
tion at https://www.thejaegerfoundation.org/  

If you have any questions or would like to have Katie or the Junior 
Officers attend any events, please contact me at vandamfamily5@gmail.
com. 
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Happy Fall to you! My Grand-
pa used to tell me that the older we 
get, the faster time goes. He was so 
right! I cannot believe Fall is here 
already! 

 Most of you have probably 
heard about our road race game by 
now at either a Unit, District, or De-
partment meeting. As I mentioned 
in the first Membership article, this 
year’s theme is an interactive game; 
a road race around the state with 
Madam President. Here are some 
more details. All Districts are cars 
and have the opportunity to earn 
miles and bridge fare. The object of 
the game is to make it to the Soo, 
where this year’s Convention will be 
held.

 Here are the ways that miles 
can be earned by Districts:

*Have no “flat tires” (Units with 0 
members).

*Having someone in your Dis-
trict become a PUFL. 

*If a District reaches 75% of 
Goal by December 7th.

*If a District reaches 85% of 
Goal by March 15th.

*If a District reaches 95% of 
Goal by May 26th.

*If a District reaches 100% of 
Goal by June 6th.

*Having a 5% increase in mem-
bership with each weekly Member-
ship report.

*District President turning in a 
monthly report to your Area Mem-
bership Chair on how Units are pro-
moting membership 

*Having 100% of your Units turn 
in their Officer’s List to the Depart-
ment by October 1st.

*Miles are earned when a 10% 
increase is reached in a District 
(10%, 20%, 30%, etc.) 

* Each week, when the mem-
bership report is published, the Dis-
trict with the greatest   

  percentage increase will re-
ceive miles.

*Every Goal district will receive 
miles.

*Any District that submits a 

Unit’s Welcome packet to share at 
a District meeting will receive miles.

*Any District that has a Unit that 
reaches its Goal by Veteran’s day 
will receive miles.

And remember, you cannot 
cross the bridge to the Soo without 
fare! Here are your opportunities to 
earn fare:

*Hold a membership drive
*Challenge another district
*Any District that gains a new 

Unit will receive miles.
*Have a Unit that invites the Dis-

trict President to a meeting
*Invite the Department Presi-

dent to a District meeting.
Districts that do not move in a 

week will be at “rest stops.” Don’t 
stay at a rest stop for too long!!

When miles are awarded, the 
cars will move. Those will be “road 
trips.” The goal is that every District 
is on a road trip each week! 

And that is the Membership 
theme! We hope that everyone will 
participate. See you at the Soo!

Membership
Robin Basarabska-Bruff, Membership Chair

The medical center was recently recognized for excellence in Patient 
Experience. We were honored as the top Level 3 facility in the VA for our 
service to Veterans in FY 2020.   We scored in the top quintiles for the 
overall rating of provider, inpatient overall rating, trust, and best places to 
work. This is in addition to being awarded the Best Experience Award for 
a Level 3 facility in 2018 and 2019 and the best overall patient experience 
VA-wide (beating out 139 other VA hospitals) in 2020.   

OGJ VA continues to offer the COVID-19 vaccine to all Veterans, 
spouses, caregivers, employees and volunteers as desired. As of 10/8/21, 
the vaccine is required for all VA volunteers. OJGVAMC has received a 
limited supply of the new bivalent booster. They will offer the vaccine to 
patients and employees in the CLC and direct patient care areas first, and 
as supplies increase, they will coordinate clinics for outpatient Veterans.  

There are many construction plans for the facility in FY 2023 and be-
yond.  

•The Expand Primary Care project is still suspended as we finalize our 
Agreement with the State Historic Preservation Office on Building No. 3 
demolition.  

•Renovations to the former ICU rooms on 4 East continue and are ex-
pected to be completed in late September.

•Construction has begun within the CLC to update additional resident 
rooms and bathrooms. Two (2) rooms will be completed at a time during 
each phase of the Project and will be completed in 13 phases to maintain 
adequate availability of Patient Rooms. 

•The Building 6 renovations continue and will provide training space for 
the EHRM roll-out.

•Construction is underway for our new SSM CBOC; completion is ex-
pected in November.

•Our EHRM Infrastructure Project has been awarded and will begin 
soon and will include data, electrical, and HVAC upgrades throughout the 

entire campus. Construction will be scheduled off-tour to the greatest ex-
tent possible to reduce the impact on facility operations.  

•Design continues for the Expand Pharmacy and Radiology/MRI proj-
ect. Construction of this Project is funded for FY23, with an award antici-
pated next summer.   

•Planning has begun for the Renovate SPS project. The Plan will in-
clude temporary SPS trailers to maintain sterilization services during con-
struction.   

•The Upgrade Nurse Call and Patient Elopement projects are under 
design.

•Designs are nearly complete to update finishes on the 1st Floor OPC 
and renovate the Blood Draw area.

•We are designing a project to upgrade our Chiller Plant to meet grow-
ing demands.  

•CBOC Expansions are planned for Rhinelander, Ironwood, Hancock, 
Marquette, and Menominee. 

•Planning is underway to replace our 1950 Boiler Plant.
•Updates to the Chapel have been designed and will be included in the 

FY23 Plan.  
As a patient safety precaution, both 4E inpatient and the CLC require 

that visitors schedule an appointment to visit a patient. You can contact the 
department you wish to visit and schedule with a patient by name.  

Voluntary service will continue to support many activities throughout 
the facility. Monthly recognition ceremonies for Suicide Prevention, Mili-
tary Sexual Trauma, and Breast Cancer Awareness will be highlighted, and 
POW/MIA Day and Veterans Day will be celebrated. VFW of WI is also 
coordinating the annual Christmas Gift Cards for Kids program (contact 
our office for more information). Activities for inpatient Veterans will again 
include special meals and snacks for holidays, and events like ALA’s San-
ta’s Workshop and gift-giving will occur.

Oscar G. Johnson VA Wins 2021 Best in Patient Experience Award
Submitted by Barb Larson, VA&R Representative

2022 - 2023 Membership Team: President Marcy Jorae, Eastern Area Chairman Kim 
Lipman, Department Chairman Robin Basarabska, Lower Northern Area Chairman 
Dawn Gilbert, and Western Area Chairman Candie Chase. Not Pictured are Southern 
Area Chairman Kim Frazier and UPAA Area Chairman Barb Larson.
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From the Desk of the Secretary – “Pro-tem”
Marcy Jorae, Department President 

Switching hats here, my days in the Secre-
tary’s office have been quite the experience. I 
have learned a lot and met many more members 
through phone calls and emails. I appreciate 
your patience with me as I worked to serve as 
your President and fill the Department Secretary 
role. I have a new appreciation for whoever sits 
at that desk - and I encourage you, as always, to 
be kind to the Department staff. They are work-
ing for 240+ Units, so please have patience with 
them. They may not always have the ability to 
answer your questions as readily as you would 
like. There are many days that the phone seems 
to be constantly ringing. Carol has done and is 
continuing to do an exceptional job – please re-
member that this is the time of year she is busy 
entering membership.   I have tried to help Carol 
out in answering questions left on voicemail and 
emails, but there are other responsibilities that I 
must take care of to help keep the Department of 
Michigan running as efficiently as possible and 
still fulfill my duties as Department President.

Some things I would like to point out that 
would greatly help us out:

•At Fall Conference, there was a discussion 
about when to send applications to Department 
Headquarters. If you are sending in dues money 
to Department on new members, please send 
the applications with your transmittal (the current 
transmittal with Senior dues at $25.50) and check 
– AFTER you make sure that everything on the 
application is complete – have both the applicant 
and a Post officer signed the app? Is it filled out 
completely with all the necessary information? 
Please also check your transmittal for errors – 
is your math correct and your check made out 
correctly to the ALA Department of Michigan? If 
you are a Unit that processes your own member-
ship to National and you pay online for all your 
members with a credit/debit card, then DO NOT 

send your applications to Department. The Unit 
is responsible for the accuracy/completeness of 
the applications. Once you have added them as 
a member and paid their dues online, there is 
nothing Department can do to make corrections, 
especially on eligibility – so there again, make 
sure you check them over closely for accuracy – 
the Unit is responsible if there are problems. You 
must keep the applications on file as long as the 
member is alive. There was a discussion at Fall 
Conference about this. Units that tested the new 
system were told to send apps to Department, 
but now that Units have gone live with the sys-
tem, that is not the case. It is the decision of the 
Department (per National) as to whether apps 
get sent in or retained by the processing Unit. In 
Michigan, we are requesting that the Units keep 
their apps for members they have added and 
paid online at the Unit level. 

•Please keep in mind that if you have ques-
tions on membership, DO NOT call National for 
assistance unless you are a Unit that processes 
your own membership to National. Otherwise, if 
you need help outside the Unit, please follow our 
standard protocol for any problem. If your Dis-
trict President cannot help you, then either email 
or call Carol at Department – email is preferable 
(carol@michalaux.org) because then she can 
respond at a time convenient in her schedule.   
She is very good at answering emails and voice-
mails in a timely manner. Remember that lengthy 
phone calls keep her from being able to enter 
membership. If she has to return transmittals and 
checks due to errors, that also takes time away 
from entering membership. Carol is the Member-
ship Clerk – so please try not to take time away 
from that by asking questions of her not related 
to membership. You can send an email to me at 
marcyjorae1952@gmail.com. I will try to get you 
an answer as quickly as I can.

•Currently, we have a very limited supply of 
poppies. We are accepting orders and recording 
them as they come in so that those who order 
first will receive them first. At this time, we have 
one Veteran making poppies for us, so I encour-
age you to order the kits from Emblem Sales 
and make them yourselves if you need them 
right away. I am in the process of working out 
an agreement with the new Post in the prison in 
Freeland to have Veterans there make poppies 
for us. When that arrangement comes together, 
we should be able to start filling orders quickly. I 
anticipate that by the end of this year, we may be 
up and running with that program.

•Please keep in mind that the Auxiliary’s of-
fice is still only open by appointment. If you have 
a reason you need to come in person, please call 
a few days ahead. Unfortunately, we know that 
Covid is still a part of our lives and we have limit-
ed staff, so we are trying to keep them healthy. If 
you have items to bring in and leave at the office, 
please be sure we can accommodate that and 
ask where we would like them to be put so as 
not to be in the way of normal business opera-
tions.   Kindness goes a long way, and keeping 
the office staff happy is as important as keeping 
them healthy. 

•And the BEST NEWS is, we have hired a 
new Executive Director.  Shannon Werner is in 
the process of learning all about the many facets 
of the American Legion Auxiliary, the Department 
of Michigan, and the Legion Family. Please be 
patient with her as she learns what we are all 
about. I am very excited to have her join us, and 
I am confident that she will be a wonderful asset 
to our American Legion Family.

As always, Thank You for all that you do for 
the ALA, and especially all you do for our Veter-
ans.

News from the 9th District
Helen Wisniewski,President

Unit 35 hosted our first district meeting of the year 
in Traverse City.  Preparing for a district meeting; 
sending out call letters to our 11 Units for time and 
place; planning a meal/shopping; finding someone to 
cook, setting up tables, serve, and clean up; doing a 
50/50 gift; Past President Parley; setting up POW/MIA 
table, and collecting for meal tickets was all a part of 
what the volunteers did to have a successful District 
meeting. On the event day, there were introductions 
of officers, prayer, pledge, dinner, and meetings to at-
tend. 

The next meeting is December 10th in Manistee.
At the Fall Conference in Muskegon, we had three 

young junior members at our table. They came with 
Grandma and Great Grandma from the Manistee Unit. 
You are never too young to get involved. President 
Marcy had them draw tickets for prizes.

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
Bonnie Holt, Saginaw VAMS Representative

    
VETERANS CRISIS LINE 1-800-273-8255  PRESS 1 

or Dail 988
We should always carry this with us to give to those considering suicide.  

Put it on your truck or car, make a key chain out of it, or do a t-shirt. 
The Saginaw Veterans Medical Hospital is located on Weiss St. in Sag-

inaw.  The Veterans can still use the hospital but under the COVID rules.   
The hospital is slowly thinking about opening its doors to volunteers in the 
coming months. 

As your Saginaw Veteran Affairs Representative, the Chief of Volunteers 
lets me and the other organizations know what items they are in need of 
most.  In turn, I let the units know in the 8th and 10th districts.

One of the many things a unit can do is to put a box in your lounge and 
fill it with toiletry items, men’s t-shirts and briefs (size medium to 6X), etc.

THERE WILL NOT BE A CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP THIS YEAR, 2022-
2023.

 Thank you for all you do for our Veterans
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10th District Report
Diana Mella, President

I want to thank District 10 for allowing me to 
serve as the 10th District President for the sec-
ond year. District 10 is off to a good start in the 
race to the Soo!  

The Michigan Department Convention in 
Kalamazoo was exciting and memorable. I was 
honored to change the Legion cap on the newly 
elected Department Commander, Marilynn Brit-
ten. Not only is she the first female commander 
of The American Legion Department of Michi-
gan, but she is also my cousin. One of District 
10’s members, Rae Crisp, of the Clare-Farwell 
Unit, won first place in the Department Poppy Ar-
tistic Creation contest. I enjoyed watching Becky 
Miles, District 10 Secretary of Unit 554, Morley, 
experience her first ALA Department Convention.

At the first District 10 meeting held at Post 
245, Prudenville, eleven of District 10’s twen-
ty-three units were present. This was the best unit 
attendance at a 10th District meeting in years. 
Several members were attending their first Dis-
trict meeting. I announced that my special project 
this year is “Veterans4USA”, a nonprofit veteran 
organization that provides help for homeless vet-
erans in need of clothing, toiletries, and furnish-
ings for their new homes in the Central Michigan 
Area. They also provide meals during the holiday 
season.  

I have had the honor to install officers at Unit 
473 in Barryton, Unit 422 in Hale, Unit 18 in Bay 
City, and Mt. Pleasant Unit 110. District 10 Units 
have been busy with various events and fund-
raisers.

Hale Unit 422 held a Veteran Suicide Pre-
vention March and made over $3,200.00. The 
donations are going to the Alpena and Saginaw 
Crisis Lines. They received more than $5,000.00 
in Poppy donations. The Unit recently honored a 
veteran in a local rest home with a military dress 
hat – his last wish before he goes to heaven.

Blanchard Unit 240 assisted Post 240 in a 
drive-through chicken BBQ. The Unit is organiz-
ing a veterans’ appreciation dinner for November 
14, including their favorite homemade pies. They 
also started a collection to go to the Veterans 
Honors Flight program. A local high school se-
nior received support from Unit 240 for her se-
nior project of cleaning veterans’ tombstones at 
a local cemetery. They donated money for her to 
purchase flowers for every veteran’s grave. 

Unit 18, Bay City, held a 100th birthday party 
celebration for their Unit, which I attended. They 
also assist Post 18 with weekly Friday Fish Fries.  

Unit 404, Harrison, sold hot dogs and root 
beer floats at a local grocery store, held a lottery 
raffle, and sold patriotic t-shirts at the local Street 
Fair. Upcoming plans include a Trunk or Treat on 
Halloween and preparing soups and bake sale 
items for deer hunters and veterans in Novem-
ber.  

Unit 98, Big Rapids, partnered with Post 98 
to hold Family Picnic for the Big Rapids National 
Guard, their families, and their parents. The Big 
Rapids National Guard has since deployed to 
Syria. When they return, a homestyle dinner will 
be provided for them.  

Skidway Lake Unit 370 hosted a tiki party 
to help Post 370 with the cost of new furnac-
es. They decorated a float for the Fourth of July 
parade and won an award. In October, they will 

help the Post with a Rib Dinner for additional 
funds for new furnaces. The Unit donated to the 
Legion Riders for their run to help veterans. The 
Auxiliary will prepare the food for an upcoming 
“Veterans of the Year” luncheon.

Unit 245, in Prudenville, held a Quilt of Valor 
presentation for local veterans. The Unit is col-
lecting school supplies for a local elementary 
school. The Unit held a flea market, craft show, 
and bake sale to raise money to help veterans’ 
needs. They are currently collecting school sup-
plies for a local elementary school. They also as-
sisted Post 245 in preparations for hosting the 
10th District meetings in September, 

Mt. Pleasant Unit 110 members volunteered 
numerous hours to help host the American Le-
gion Baseball Class AA State Tournament in Mt. 
Pleasant. Gladwin County Unit 171 members 
also assisted with the American Legion Baseball 
Class A State Tournament in Gladwin.  

Members from Gladwin Unit 171 and Gray-
ling Unit 106 volunteered the first week of Oc-
tober to help make 232 beds and place towels, 
toilet paper, and trash bags in the buildings at 
Camp Grayling to prepare for veterans and 
their guardians who were participating in the 
Mid-Michigan Veterans Honor Flight. District 10 
Auxiliary members were there to welcome the 
veterans when they returned from the Washing-
ton, D.C trip. Then, District 10 Auxiliary members 
helped remove linens, towels, and trash from the 
buildings.  

District 10 members are dedicated to serving 
their veterans, youth, and community. I am proud 
to be the District 10 President and look forward 
to the rest of the year.

ALA GIRLS STATE MOVING FORWARD TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE
Beryl Robbins, Chairman

Meet your 2022-23 ALA Girls State Commit-
tee, who together represents almost every cor-
ner of Michigan. Rysta Brown from Oscoda has 
been a member of Unit 274 in the 10th District 
for 34 years; Deborah Williamson from Rockford 
has been a member of Unit 258 in the 5th Dis-
trict for 68 years; Georgia Downs from Hesperia 
has been a member of Unit 411 in the 9th District 
for 24 years; Meg Turner from South Haven has 
been a member of Unit 49 in the 4th District for 
3 years; and myself, Beryl Robbins from Wyan-
dotte has been a member of Unit 426 in the 16th 
District for 28 years. There is still room for one 
more ALA Member to complete our committee. It 
would be wonderful if someone from the Upper 
Peninsula or Central Michigan would consider 
contacting our Department President, Marcy Jo-
rae, with an interest in joining our great team! 

A huge thank you to Deborah, Georgia, and 
Meg for presenting the ALA Girls State School 
of Instruction at Fall Conference last month and 
to Rosemary Maciejewski and Linda Roman for 
covering our sales table, which raised a total of 
$563.72! Their teamwork allowed Rysta and me 
to attend the National ALA Girls State Confer-
ence in Indianapolis that same weekend. 

During the national conference, we obtained 
many great ideas and tips for improving our own 

ALA Girls State program. We had the opportunity 
to hear about our insurance needs, background 
checks, required staff training and Samsung 
Scholarship updates during our joint session with 
the AL Boys State representatives on Friday. The 
Missouri ALA Girls State and AL Boys State also 
did a presentation on co-hosting their programs. 
They were both able to hold their sessions during 
the same week at Lindenwood University, which 
enabled them to share speakers and some in-
structors. Most of their events, merchandise 
stores, and budgets were handled independent-
ly. We learned that the few programs that were 
totally combined were those with very small at-
tendance numbers. 

On Saturday Rysta and I joined other ALA 
Girls State leaders in some great discussions on 
social media, fundraising ideas and how others 
handled their application and registration pro-
cess. We were able to see a demonstration of 
an online registration program that we believe 
will be perfect for our program. There was also 
a presentation on the benefits of utilizing the 
ALA Foundation. We learned that individuals, 
corporations and local businesses who prefer to 
donate to a 501c3 organization can send their 
donations directly to the ALA Foundation, ear-
marked for Michigan ALA Girls State, and the 

ALA Foundation will sub-grant that full amount 
to our Department ALA Girls State program. The 
ALA Foundation will accept all donations, there 
are no restrictions as to the size of the donation. 
We will provide a sample letter on the Depart-
ment website that can be sent to potential do-
nors. 

Keep informed, check our ALA Girls State 
page regularly at www.michalaux.org, click on 
ALA Girls State, where you will find all the in-
formation and forms you will need to help us 
make our 82nd session the best ever! You can 
also email us with questions at alamigirlsstate@
gmail.com, or reach out to any of the committee 
members, whose contact information is included 
in our 2022-2023 ALA Girls State Guide.

Chaplains Corner
Dawn Gramza, ALA Department Chaplain

I thank God that I live in a country 
where dreams can come true, where 
failure sometimes is the first step to 
success and where success is only an-
other form of failure if we forget what 
our priorities should be.

Harry Lloyd Hopkins,
Advisor to Franklin D. Roosevelt



I hope all of our SAL members and your fam-
ilies are doing well in the 4th Zone.

Well, summer’s gone, fall and old man winter 
is on the way in, Bummer!  No offense to our deer 
hunters and snowmobilers.

In my last article, I spoke of SAL membership 
cards coming in late and what needed to be done 
to receive your 2022 membership cards.  Please let 
me reiterate your squadron MUST send in your 
officers list and bond forms to receive your mem-
bership cards!  This form can be found online.  

• Go to:  Michiganlegion.org 
• Sons
• Documents and forms
• Download forms to fill out.
If you cannot get these forms, please contact 

me, and I will get the forms to you.  This should 
be done soon after your squadron elections in the 
spring.  If your squadron has had problems with 
years of membership, it is because your officers 
list and bond is sent in late or not at all.

November 11th is Veterans Day.  My squad-
ron, #300 Lake City, will host a dinner to honor 
our Post’s veterans.  I don’t know if other squad-

rons in the 4th Zone will be hosting a dinner or 
some other event to honor our veterans on this 
day, but I truly hope so.  I hope everyone on 
this day and every day takes a moment to thank 
a veteran for their service to our Country.  As 
has been stated to me many times by other SAL 
members, this a very true statement:   Freedom 
is not Free!  Our men and women veterans have 
granted us these freedoms we hold on to dearly 
today.  Veterans, thank you for your sacrifice.

Thank you for being SAL members, recruit-
ing new members, and being an active member 
in your squadron.

The Detachment hopes that you attend your 
SAL meetings, support your fundraisers and 
support our veterans’ programs and the commu-
nity in which you live.

The holiday season will soon be upon us.  The 
Detachment and I would like to wish you and 
your families a safe and joyous holiday season.

If your squadrons have any needs or ques-
tions, please contact me.

May God watch over and protect all of our 
active service members.
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Can an S.A.L. member sign up a new Legion 
member and vice versa?

Yes! The same applies to Auxiliary membership. As long as the nec-
essary membership application is filled out and the prospective mem-
ber provides a copy of his/her DD-214 discharge papers (this applies to 

Legion membership, prospective S.A.L., and Auxiliary members need to 
supply a copy of discharge papers for the relative through whom their 
eligibility is established) and they pay the appropriate amount for dues, 
simply submit these materials to the Legion or S.A.L. Adjutant. In fact, 
many members of the Sons like to carry around blank copies of member-
ship applications for each of the Legion Family organizations, just in case.

2nd Zone rePorT
Todd VanDam, Commander

Zone 2 follow-up and report. Any Squadron that has not yet received 
your 2023 membership cards, please submit your officer list and bond to 
Department asap! If you have any questions or need assistance, please 
reach out to me,                     sal.mi.208.5.2@gmail.com 

Here’s what’s been happening from around the Zone.
2nd District, Chelsea Squadron #31 joined their Post and formed 

a Color Guard to raise the Flag at the Chelsea Fair. Jackson, Rose City 
Squadron #324 hosted several rib BBQ fundraising dinners. Tecumseh 
Squadron #34 joined the rest of their Post for a Military Flag Ceremony at 
Brookside Cemetery, where the Squadron has invested a lot of time mak-
ing sure local Veterans have been recognized in their final resting place. 
Squadron #34 also brought home a National award for their scrapbook. 

4th District, Dorr Squadron #127 continues heavy support for what-
ever their Post needs. South Haven #49 helped host a Salute to the Troops 
& First Responders event, which included a boat parade and a flyover.

5th District, the District is planning a meat raffle. Grand Haven Squad-
ron #28 donated a nearly 100-year-old drum used by the Squadron to the 
Tri-Cities Historical Museum (see page 7).  Kentwood Squadron #208 and 
Grand Rapids Squadron #459 each helped host a Tips for Troops event 
that raised over $10,000 for heroes to Hives. Grandville Squadron #179 
also helped with Tips for Troops that supported 92 for 22.

A huge thank you to all Squadrons for supporting your Post and the 
communities you live in!

Lake City SAL Deer blind & trailer 
winner

Squadron 300 Lake City, John Brown, 
Joe Burwell-WINNER & Fred Ruttkofsky

Lake City Pop Warner Football 
League, SAL donation $2000.00

Jude Moore, Chad Moore, dual member Ray Moore, 
Fred Ruttkofsky & John Brown 

4Th Zone rePorT
John Brown, Commander

youTh cAdeT LAw 
enForcemenT 

Written by Mike Holley
 The program is being held this year at the state 
police academy in Lansing. The dates are June 
12th- 16th, 2023. It is an excellent program 
where any young man or woman can learn what 
a law officer goes through. The student goes 
through most of the same training the state 
trooper does. While there, they get to swim 
(learn how to save a life), and shoot a gun (com-
pete and win best all-around). There is also a 
chance to drive a patrol car. 

  Some of the requirements of the program 
are being fit, having a grade point average of 2.5, 
and having an interest in law enforcement.

  The cost of the program is $475.00 dollars.  
All details will be sent out soon to all schools. 
There will be a limit of 30 students this year.
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 What a fantastic year we have going with-
in the 18th District Legion Family! We started 
with our 1st Annual Family picnic with great 
food, music, and camaraderie, held at Chief 
Pontiac post 377 on Lake Oakland. Thanks to 
all who attended and helped, and thank you, 
A.M. Radio, for the excellent music!

 Our Squadron followed that by hosting 
activities, fundraisers, and meetings. We joined 
the Legion Family at standing guard at the Viet-
nam Wall in Holly, Michigan, honoring our 
fallen heroes. Legion Family Post 14  Charles 
Edwards in Troy took part in the Patriot’s Day 
5k run and walk at White Chapel Memorial 
Park, raising nearly $1500.00 for the Michigan 
Wounded and Returning Warriors. Unit 14 was 
asked to support a member’s husband whose 
unit had been deployed and whose unit was in 
desperate need of supplies not being provided 
to them, we jumped into action as a family, and 
when told they needed 15 boxes, we had already 
sent 30 to help others, we are continuing to take 
donations so we can send more over to our ser-
vice people.

 When the Juniors were doing a project 
called “ Project Stuff Sack”, we donated a total 
of $200 to Katie at Fall Conference ( $100 SAL 
Association, $50 Sq. 14, $50 Unit 14 ), there is 
talk of this being a continuous program. Please 
support our Juniors, as they are the future of 
our organization!

 Squadron 253 Frank Wendland Royal 
Oak had a Rib fest, a Steak fry, and other events 

18Th diSTricT rePorT
Sandy Lipman Adjutant

5Th Zone rePorT
John Pickard, Commander

The year of being a “Guiding Light for Veterans” will be very special for me and all Squadrons. 
Again this year, our goals are 100% Membership, 100% Remittance of the Consolidated Reports, form-
ing at least one more Squadron, turning in the end of year Chaplain’s report and Visit all 21 Squadrons, 
and making sure New Squadrons in Hermansville and Hancock receive their Charters.

 At the Milwaukee National convention, I had the opportunity to meet new friends and renew 
acquaintances with old friends as well. One special person I was able to spend time with was new 
National Commander Chris Carlton. Carlton has embraced American Legion National Commander 
James Troiola’s support for the “Be the One” campaign to end the stigma around veterans’ mental 
health issues. Carlton says, “To ‘Be the One,’ we just need to ask a veteran in (our) life how they’re 
doing. To ‘Be the One,’ we need to listen when a veteran needs to talk. To ‘Be the One,’ we need to 
reach out when a veteran is struggling,” “As that veteran is going through hard times and struggling, 
So is that family. We can reach out to those children, to those spouses, see what kind of help we can 
give them, what kind of support we can give them, point them in the right direction, in the direction 
of need, and help,” He also voiced his support for helping reach Commander Troiola’s $2 million goal 
for the Veterans & Children Foundation.

In closing, encouraged all squadrons to work on attracting new members while also retaining 
current members. Do those buddy checks on members you haven’t seen in a while. I would like to 
thank each and every one of you for your support, and I look forward to another great year. 

In 2019 a group of members of Squadron 6, 
along with members of the Auxiliary of Post 6, 
decided to put on a benefit motorcycle ride to 
support autism. In 2019 we raised $10,356.00 to 
benefit Pioneer Resources in Muskegon, MI. In 
2020 we decided to hold another ride this time 
donting to Benjamin’s Hope in Holland because it 
was local to our Post 6. 

Benjamin’s Hope is a facility in Holland that 
takes care of autistic men and women. They have 
30 adults living in housing at their facility and 
also have several individuals participating in daily 
classes and activities. I urge you to look them up 
and see what amazing work they are doing. 

Due to covid restrictions during 2020, we 
were only able to raise $2500.00. In 2021 we had 
great support from everyone, and we were able 
to raise $15,134.00 for Benjamin’s Hope. In 2022 
thru a lot of hard work and, again, great support 
from our Post, SAL, and Auxiliary, along with 
many donations from local businesses, we were 
able to raise $19,100.00 for Benjamin’s Hope. 

We plan on making this a yearly benefit ride 
and welcome anyone to participate in our ride. 
Everyone is welcome to participate. If you don’t 
ride a motorcycle, we have people that will follow 
in vehicles or come down to the Post for the af-
ter-ride meal and auctions and raffles. 

AuTiSm ride
Randy Lemmen 

they donated $500 each to the NEF, CMN, and 
Operation Comfort Warrior as well previously 
to the CWF. Great job, one and all!

 Don’t forget about the American Le-
gion Charities and Programs: CWF, NEF, VCF, 
And the Legacy Fund. At Fall Conference, an 
information and merchandise table was able 
to raise $900. When you make a donation di-
rectly to these charities, please make copies of 
your checks and forward them to me: sandy-
lipman95@hotmail.com or 13633 Vernon Oak 
Park Mi48237. It is important for our records! 
Thank you for all you members do!

deLTA counTy veTerAnS counciL gATher To remem-
Ber P.o.w / m.i.A. dAy

    Upper Peninsula Veterans groups and community leaders gathered Friday afternoon for POW/
MIA Recognition Day program at the Delta County Veterans Memorial in Ludington Park. 

    National POW/MIA Recognition Day was established in 1979 through a proclamation signed 
by President Jimmy Carter. Since then, each subsequent president has issued an annual proclama-

tion commemorating the third Friday 
in September as National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day. 

    The Delta County Veterans 
Council, conducts a remembrance 
ceremony every year. Approximately 
1,500 Americans are still missing from 
the Vietnam War,  7,500 from the Kore-
an War, 72,000 from World War II and 
126 from the Cold War. 

L to R- S.A.L. 5th Zone Commander John Pickard, Navy retired- Dan 
Landsfeld, Art Menard, Scott Kwarciany, Gary Lewis, Fred Charles, 
Joe Robinson, Bonnie Oshe, Tom Penegor V.F.W. #2998
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DON’T FACE THE VA ALONE!
Find an American Legion Veteran Service Officer near you. Use an Accredited Veteran Service Officer.  Here are where American Legion Department 

Service Officers are.  If one is not near you call 313-964-6640 and they will guide you to an accredited veteran service officer who will help you.

Patrick V. McNamara
Federal Building 
477 Michigan Ave. Rm 1231 
Detroit, MI 48226
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
AL Post 144
115 Front St 
L’Anse, MI 49946
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
 
Charlevoix County OVA
301 State Street
Charlevoix, MI 49720
Hours:2nd & 4th Wed
8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
 
AL Post #257 
7475 B Drive North
Battlecreek, MI 49014
Hours: Thursday 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
Sault Ste. Marie CBOC
509 Osborn Blvd, Ste 306 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Hours: Friday 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855
 
AL Post 558 
400 E. Ludington Dr.
Farwell,  MI 48622
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.492.0086
  
AL Post 412 
5480 Clark Rd
Bath, MI 48808
Hours: 3rd Wed 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
AL Post 301, 10584 N. Main St.
Rapid River, MI 49878
Hours: Wednesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
  
Escanaba Vet Center
3500 Ludington St. Suite 110
Escanaba, MI 49829

Hours: Mon & Thurs 8a-4pm
Phone: 906.202.4238

AL Post #194 
455 Bay St.
Petoskey, MI 49770
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 231.590.6200 

AL Post 294 
3440 Morrish Rd.
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
Hours: Mon-Tues 9am-2pm
Phone: 517.897.1124
  
Genesee Co. OVA, 
1101 Beach St.
Flint, MI 48502
Hours: Wednesday 9am-2pm
Phone: 517.897.1124
  
Department Headquarters 
212 N. Verlinden
Lansing, MI 48915
Hours: Monday 8am-4pm
Wed & Fri 7:15am – 5:45pm
Phone: 517.371.4720   Ext. 112
  
AL Post 491
422 Woodworth St.
Leslie, MI 49251
Hours: 2nd Tue 6pm-10pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
Jackson County OVA 
1715 Lansing Ave. Rm 252
Jackson, MI 49202
Hours: T,W,F 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
Kalkaska County OVA 
303 S. Coral Street
Kalkaska, MI 49646
Hours: 1st & 3nd Thurs 
8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
  
Mackinac County OVA
100 S. Marley St.
St. Ignace, MI 49781
Hours: Mon & Tue 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855

County Office, 400 River St.
Manistee, MI 49660
Hours: 2nd 4th Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
 
AL Post 44, 700 W. Bluff St.
Marquette, MI 49855
Hours: Mon & Fri 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
 
AL Post 76 318, N. James St.
Ludington, MI 49431
Hours: 1st & 3rd  Wed 
8:30a-4:30p
Phone: 231.590.6200
  
Mecosta County Office
14330 Northland Dr. 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
Hours: Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200

AL Post #162, 202 Legion St.
Luzerne, MI 48636
Hours: Thursday 11am-7pm
Phone: 989.492.0086
 
Otsego County OVA
225 W. Main St, Room 104 
Gaylord, MI 49735
Hours: Wed & Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855

Presque Isle County Veterans 
151 E. Huron, 3rd flr.
Rogers City, MI 49779
Hours: M,W,Th 9am-5:30pm
Phone: 989.225.0221
  
AL Post #245
 3564 S. Reserve Rd.
Prudenville, MI 48651
Hours: Friday 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.492.0086

Saginaw Vet Center 
5360 Hampton Place Ste 200
Saginaw, MI 48604
Hours: Wed & Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.1124

Saginaw VAMC, 1500 Weiss st
Saginaw, MI 48602
Hours: M,T, W- 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.497.2500 ex11730

Schoolcraft County OVA 
300 Walnut St. #206B
Manistique, MI 49854
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.202.4238

AL Post 248 
1240 W. Grand River
Laingsburg, MI 48848
Hours: 1st Wed 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 

Ann Arbor VAMC 
2215 Fuller Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Hours: M-F 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.243.5991
  
Michigan Works Bldg 401 
North Lake St., Suite 700
Cadillac, MI 49601
Hours: Mon 8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200

VFW Post 5670, 
54 N. Mitchell Rd, 
Gwinn, MI 49841
Hours: Thurs, 8am-4pm 
Phone: 906.286.3776

American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation 

Our staff is dedicated to provid-
ing the very best veterans’ advo-

cacy to Michigan Veterans and their families.They 
can assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and 
appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. Let us 
assist you and your dependents in getting the ben-
efits that you have earned by your service to your 

country. 

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
geasterling@michiganlegion.org
Cell (313) 549-8557

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Visit us on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/MichiganVAR
Service Officers

Richard Jacobson  906.524.7746
Stacy King 906.474.9670
Babcock, Phillip 231.299.1414
Elizebeth Cuddington  989.492.0086
Stephanie Fisher 989.225.0221
Thomas Kaiser 517.331.1720
Rebecca Lewis 517.371.4720    Ext. 112
Richard Wiles 517.897.0855
Brian Machuk 989.321.4650

Gary Easterling
Director
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The Only Written Official Call 
Annual Winter Conference  

American Legion, Department of 
Michigan 

February 10-12, 2023  
Crowne Plaza, Lansing MI

Purpose: To implement plans for the upcoming year and otherwise conduct 
the business of The American Legion, Department of Michigan, through 
meetings of the Department Executive Committee, taking reports from 
called Department Committees and Chairmen, presenting public recogni-
tion awards, and conducting applicable Schools of Instruction.

Aside from the Department Executive Committee, only the Department 
Committees and Chairpersons listed below are called to officially partic-
ipate in the Winter Conference. See Program Book for all specific loca-
tions.

Registrations: Registration fee of $15 will be charged to all delegates, alter-
nates and guests.

Banquet open to all members of American Legion, Auxiliary and Sons 
of The American Legion on Friday, February 10, 2023. Pre-Reservation 
is required

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Saturday, February 11, 2023, 
4:00 p.m.

Called Department Committee Meetings: Saturday February 11, 2023 – 
schedule to be published at michiganlegion.org in January.

The following committees are called: Americanism (Junior Shooting 
Sports, Law & Order, Scouting, Spirit of Service awards, Student Troop-
er), Boys State, Education & Scholarship, Finance/Personnel, Internal 
Affairs (w/Leadership Dev and Legion Riders), Legislative, Media & 
Communications, Membership (w/Post Development), National Se-
curity & Foreign Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Reconnect (w/
Homeless Vets), VA & R (w/Heroes to Hometown and VAVS/VHVS)

The following committees are CHAIRPERSON ONLY called: Baseball 
and Children & Youth

Department Executive Committee Meeting: Sunday, February 12, 2023, 
at 8:00 a.m.

To preregister, visit michiganlegion.org or return form found in this is-
sue.

* This is only an outline of the plans services. Please review your 
Member Benefit Guide carefully. EA+ is not insurance. ©2016 Worldwide Rescue & Security    40061

For more information log on to www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus
or call toll-free 1-888-310-1547 today to speak with a benefit representative.

Learn How Emergency Assistance Plus (EA+) 
Helps You Handle Travel Emergencies.

Be Prepared for an Emergency ... 
While Traveling.

From Your American 
Legion Department

Legionnaire EA+ steps in 
to help you with more than 
20 emergency and medical 
services … to help you focus 
on your recovery and NOT on 
the costs (or even details like 
lining up second opinions or 
flying loved ones home*).
Plus, acting right away also 
helps lock in your Legionnaire 
members-only price.

EA+ rates are currently as low as they 
can go. So when you activate EA+ right 
away, you’re guaranteed the same low 
price for a FULL year.
I already have medical insurance. Why 
should I activate EA+, too?
EA+ is NOT medical insurance. It’s an 
important stop-gap between what your 
medical plan covers … and emergency 
transportation expenses most health 
insurance plans NEVER pay.
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Written By Mike Holley

The program will be held at Grand Valley 
State University. June 18-24, 2023. If you have 
never been there, you need to visit. It is a pro-
gram that will leave you wondering how these 
young men from all over Michigan can work to-
gether and learn how the government is run.

I have been volunteering for over 20 years, 
which still amazes me. We are always looking 
for Legion and SAL members to come up for a 
day or the whole week. The educational staff and 
others are the backbone of running the program. 
It is an American Legion program, but they set it 
up and do the day-to-day operation. 

The cost of the program is $400.00 dollars 
plus a $25.00 non-refundable fee. The deadline 
is May 1st. So, let’s get out and visit schools and 
get some young men to come next year. Don’t 
forget home school young men also. Anybody 
can sponsor legions, squadrons, churches, civic 
groups even funeral homes.

So, let’s get out and start making contact with 
your schools. If we had all posts and squadrons 
sponsoring at least one kid, we would have over 
600 young men attending.

2023 WINTER CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE

Friday, February 10, 2023
Registration

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.                        Grand Lobby
Auxiliary

10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.                                   TBD
Legion Headquarters            

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.                           Packard
   Training  

2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.                                       Reo
Social hour and ticket pick up

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.                                 Atrium
National Commanders Banquet 

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.                 Ballrooms D/E/F

Saturday, February 11, 2023
Registration

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m                          Grand Lobby
Legion Headquarters

8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.                                  Packard
Perm Time and Place  assign Resolutions        

8:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.                                  Packard
S.A.L. DEC meeting

9:00 a.m. – Noon                                 Ballroom D
Auxiliary

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.                           Ballroom A
Education / Scholarship Committee

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.                              Peninsula
Legislative Committee       

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.                         Ballroom C
Boys’ State Committee 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.                         Ballroom B
Finance/Personnel Committee

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.                                Aurora
Americanism

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.                                      Reo
Membership Committee

10:30 a.m. – Noon                               Ballroom C 
Media & Communications

11:00 a.m. – Noon                               Ballroom B

Saturday, February 11, 2023
(Continued)

Lunch Break
11:30a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

3rd Zone Meeting
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.                         Ballroom E

PDC Meeting
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.                              Toscana

Internal Affairs Committee
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.                           Ballroom B

National Security & Foreign Relations
Commitee

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.                           Ballroom E
Permanent Time & Place

(Convention & Conference selections)
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.                          Ballroom C

Reconnect Committee
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.                        Ballroom D

VA & R
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.                                        Reo

TRAINING – Open to All
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.                                  Aurora

Wilwin Meeting
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.                           Ballroom B

Legion Riders Meeting
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.                           Ballroom E

Foundation Meeting
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.                                        Reo

Legion DEC Meeting
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.                    Ballrooms C/D

Sunday, February 12, 2023
Headquarters

8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.                              Packard
Legion DEC Meeting

8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.                       Ballroom D

2023 WINTER CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE

**Subject to Change**

7th Disctrict Report
August Meile

Greetings, Our membership status is 
currently at 65% for the target date of 11-
09-2022. Seventh District is in 3rd Place 
with 61.73%. Membership is important to 
our sustainability. Be a requiter. I am proud 
to announce that we have a new Post open-
ing in Vassar, Post #15. They currently have 
eighteen members. I will be attending their 
first meeting in November. I would like to 
remind everyone that we have a Service Of-
ficer eager to help you. Jason can be reached 
at 989 245-4879.

The next 7th District meeting is sched-
uled for January 09, 2023, at Post 16 in Lap-
eer. See you there. Be safe and enjoy the up-
coming holidays, especially Veterans Day, 
November 11.

Semper Fi!
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YOU HONORED US WITH YOUR SERVICE.

Now let us honor you. 

Join us for a complimentary meal  
and pre-planning seminar to learn  
about VA burial benefits available.  

For more information, contact  
Anthony.Lauri@DignityMemorial.com 

or 586-775-2424. 

We’re proud to partner with the  
Department of Michigan American Legion.

DignityMichigan.com

18th District Report
Kimberly Lambouris, 18th District Commander 

Fall is here, and everyone in the District is getting busy with activities 
and fundraisers. We had great American Legion participation at the Gold 
Star/Pearl Harbor ceremony in August at White Chapel Cemetery hosted by 
the VFW District 5 and Birmingham/Troy Post #14, Patriot Day Race 10K, 
5K, or 1M on 9/11 at White Chapel Cemetery, and the 43rd Annual Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony 09/16/2022 at Oakland Hills 
Memorial Gardens in Novi, MI. 

Let’s change gears and talk about Membership in the District. Our 
District is at the bottom of the list for meeting our membership goals. 
On 9/30/2022, the 18th District was at 48.98%. We need to be at 55% by 
10/13/2022. We need to get the membership processed as soon as we can. I 
suggest at least once a week, if at all possible. If you are not processing your 
membership online and want to know how to do that, we can show you how 
and get you set up. Just email or call us, and we will be more than happy to 
help you. My email is 18thDistMI@gmail.com, and my cell at: 248-910-6769 
call/text. 

We will not do not have a Commander’s Tour this year, but we might 
have something else in its place. More information about what that might 
be in the next few months. 

Veterans Day is coming up, and I know that most of the posts will be 
having ceremonies on that day, and I will try to attend as many of those 
events as I can. The Detroit Veterans Day Parade is November 6th  at 11:11 
am in downtown Detroit. If you want to participate, please register at https://
mdvcmi.org/parade-registration. I hope to see you there! 

The Birmingham/Troy Post #14 has a member who is an Army Sergeant 
currently deployed overseas and needs a care package. Post 14 is collecting 
non-perishable food, white t-shirts, socks, and other items to send to them. 
The 18th is also collecting items at our next district meeting for them to 
send in November. If you want to donate items or money, please email or 
call me, and we will get those items from you. Thank you for your support!

Our next 18th District Meeting is 10/23/2022 at Rochester Hills #172 

at 2:00 pm. We do not have any other district meetings until after the 1st 
of the year. In the new year, we have 1/22/2023 at Rochester Hills #172 at 2 
pm. We also are giving the option of joining our meetings via Zoom. If you 
would like to join the district meetings via Zoom, just call or email me so 
I can make sure we have your correct information to participate. The 18th 
District officers are here for you. We will be visiting all the posts in the Dis-
trict and helping with events and functions when needed. Listening to your 
concerns and finding solutions is of utmost importance to us. Call or email 
me to let me know your concerns or questions. I can be reached at 248-910-
6769 or 18thDistMI@gmail.com. Remember, the 18th District Officers are 
here for you, your families, and your community. 

By the time this is printed in the Michigan 
Legionnaire, Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove will 
be closed for the 2022 season.  We had many Vet-
erans, some with their families, and many guests 
that visited our facility during the year.  We also 
have many volunteers who assisted in helping 
to keep this property in great shape.  A special 
thanks to all of the S A L and Auxiliary Members 
that gave of their busy lives and schedules to help 
us out when they could.  I also want to thank ev-
eryone for the tremendous support we receive for 
volunteerism and the financial and donation sup-
port we get throughout the year from the Legion 
Family and others.  At all Conferences and Con-
ventions, we set up and offer our clothing options 
to spread the word while we wear these items out 
during our daily business.  We thank everyone for 
their support of this.  I also want to thank the S 

A L from Tecumseh Squadron 34 for bringing, 
preparing, and serving the grilled chicken at this 
year’s open house/fundraising benefit held here 
on the last Saturday of July.  The crowd enjoyed 
the chicken dinner, raffles, silent and live auc-
tions, and especially the live music of the well-
known local Scottville Clown Band.  The band 
was very interactive with the crowd, and all had 
fun enjoying the performance.  

Last season we had the distinguished honor 
of the National Commander and President visit-
ing and staying here at Wilwin.  We thank both 
for their visit and positive comments about Wil-
win Lodge.  After enjoying her visit, past National 
President Kathy M Daudistel sent her photogra-
pher here to prepare a video of Wilwin, which 
was shown at the National Auxiliary Convention 
in Milwaukee.  We are very thankful and proud 

of the video and for sharing it at the Convention.  
We scheduled three Scouting events this sea-

son at Wilwin in the Scout Village.  The first was a 
winter camp on the last weekend in January.  The 
second was called Step Back in Time and was held 
the third weekend of May.  The final event, called 
Freedom Torch, was held on October 14, 15, and  
16.  The Scouts always have a great time at every 
event.  Hopefully, by reading this about scouting 
here, we all can pass the word on to a Scout Troop 
in your area so they can participate in Scouting 
here at Wilwin.

Again, I want to thank everyone who has giv-
en support in any way to this great property the 
American Legion of Michigan has here at Wilwin 
Lodge at Cygnet Cove, Custer, Michigan.   

For more information, the website is wilwin-
lodge.com  or by phone at 231-757-0140.

Duane Miller, 
Director of the Board



   Suppose you are not sending representatives 
from your Posts to the State and District confer-
ences. In that case, you are missing out on very 
valuable information that would benefit your Post 
and its members. 

   This year’s Fall Conference was held in Mus-
kegon, 23 -24 September 2022, and the work-
shops and committee meetings were fantastic. I 
especially enjoyed a workshop/meeting on fund-
raising for our Posts. Not only were we provided 
up-to-date information on the various fundrais-
ing that is possible, but input from various posts 
from around the state was invaluable.

The state conferences are replete with com-
mittee meetings on all aspects relevant to fulfilling 
our missions. On top of that, it is a great opportu-
nity for you to sit down informally with members 
from other posts and get some great ideas for im-
proving membership and the overall operation of 
your posts. I especially enjoy meeting and hearing 
from national officers and candidates. 

   Participating in state conferences is simple. 
The winter conference will be held again this year 
in Lansing, Michigan. Easy driving distance from 

our District 6 posts. The conference will be held 
on 10-12 Feb 2023 at the Crown Plaza Hotel, 925 
Crypts Rd, Lansing, MI 48917. All you need to 
do is go to the Department of Michigan website, 
click on “Winter Meeting,” and complete the reg-
istration form (or fill out the form on page 16). 
The cost of the conference itself is only $15.00 
per person. Special room rates are also available 
directly from the Crowne Plaza by calling (517) 
323-7100. The deadline to be assured of the spe-
cial rates is 10 January 2023. The reserved room 
rates are only $127.00 per night (1 to 4 people). 
Since most posts reimburse the members they 
send for the conference cost, there is no reason 
not to attend.

   The next District 6 meeting will be held 
on 13 Nov 2022 at the Bernard Bendle Post 294, 
3440 Morrish Rd., Swartz Creek, MI 48473 (810) 
635-7333 at 1300. Lunch is served at noon for just 
$8.00 per person, and the Swartz Creek Post put 
on a great luncheon last year.

   I cannot emphasize enough the benefits to 
your posts of attending these meetings. For exam-
ple, at our last meeting, which was held at the Lyle 

Edwards Post 491 in Leslie, MI, on 11 Sept 2022, 
we learned a lot from Tim Poxson, our Legislative 
Chairman, who always lets us know what is going 
on with legislation that affects the Legion and vet-
erans and Mike Holley filled us in on what is hap-
pening at Boys State this coming June. We were 
given great reports and information from the 
ALR, which raised significant money from this 
year’s Legacy Ride. On that note, I should men-
tion that at the State conference, I talked with the 
chairman organizing next year’s ride and learned 
they are working on having several different start-
ing points on the next ride. The District gave a 
shout-out to Bill Romero, who continues to im-
prove the District’s ALR chapters.

   The 6th District is also looking for a member 
to fill the slot of District Sgt. Of Arms. If you are 
interested, please email me at: Commander400@
yahoo.com. 

   Let’s see if we can continue to make the 6th 
District one we can be proud of. 
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6th District Report
James Bliss, 6th District Commander

Zone 2 Report
Wayne L. Blank, Zone 2 Commander

We are looking ahead to this year to be a productive undertaking for 
Districts 2,3,4, and 5. We are bringing all our posts up to basic standards 
with Constitution and By-Laws submitted to Department. After contact-
ing Kim, we found some posts did not have C&BL turned in to Depart-
ment yet.

The District Commanders have been notified of these posts, and I ex-
pect a quick turnaround from the them.

 The Districts that have been faltering with membership have two 
things in common: not recruiting new members or not transferring pro-
spective members from 225. If these posts expect to survive, they must 
undertake an aggressive membership recruitment program. They can call  
Revitalization or their District and Zone Commanders for assistance.

This should not be seen as a sign of weakness but a helping hand from 
the Department. Remember hearing members say, “What does District, 
Zone, or Department do for MY post?”

Well, here is your answer to that question. EVERYTHING if you 
contact them.

I urge every post throughout the state to contact a college or com-
munity college and ask about a 1 day beginner’s computer class, that can 
be held at your posts. Then advertise the RECONNECT program for a 
101-computer class for our members to get started in the wi-fi arena.   The 
only thing members have to bring is a good attitude!
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The Salute to Veterans  

The sloop Friends 
Good Will, South 
Haven’s own tall 
ship with passengers 
during the Salute to 
Veterans event.

100 Years!
The Menominee American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) Unit 146 cele-

brated its 100th Anniversary Celebration (1920-2020/22) with a patriotic 
theme, and potluck dinner with anniversary cake at Post 146 on Septem-
ber 13.

(L-R):   Dona Schrank, Lynn Paris and 
Sherry Nutter, Unit 146 members enjoy-
ing 100th Anniversary Celebration.

Patriot Day Race at 
White Chapel

James Warunek Assist. Dept. Chap-
lain &18th District 1st Vice Command-
er 18th District Commander Kimberly 
Lambouris.

Sheila Overholts, Gary Tanner/Michigan 
Wounded and Returning Warrior Proj-
ect, Larry Chase/Dept. Sgt at Arms.

L to R Veteran Gerald Huhn Veteran Tony 
Pung Post 129 member Jerry Kramer Post 
129 member Ed Theis

American Legion Post 129 of 
Portland had the local chapter of 
Quilts of Valor come to their Joint 
meeting with the VFW.

Scholarship Recipients
Captain Stephen W. Frank Post #269 awarded $1000 Scholarships to 
Seniors of Haslett High School.  Pictured L to R Finance Officer Brian 

Bender,Danny Asch, 
Makenzie Forgie, 
Lincoln Brecheisen,Al-
lyson Maloney, Emily 
Sargent and Dylan 
Sims, and Commander 
John Meka  

The Ezra-Paul American Legion Post 
#321 in Otisville presented a check 
to the Michigan Veterans Home at 
Grand Rapids.

L to R Leonard Carpenter,  Larry Fenner,  
and Post Adjutant Gary Maxson.

Back To School!
A recent trip to the UP included a 
visit to a local high school for De-
partment Auxiarily President Marcy 

Jorae, Department Commander 
Marilyn Britten, and State Squadron 
Commander Victor Fisher

Members of the Charles A. Conk-
lin American Legion Post 28 Color 
Guard “Purple Team” at the Grand 
Haven High School. For Bucs Pride 
night for the swim team. Were hon-
ored members of the swim team 
came up and thanked us and shook 
our hands. We are very proud to be 
part of the Bucs Pride team. 

Past Commander #93 David MacKellar. 
Past Commander #103 Doc Doublestein. 
Honor Guard member Harold husband 
to Joyce Weaver. 
Past Commander #90 Garrett Veihl. 
Past Commander #99 Chris Jarvis. 
Are all Cancer Survivors/Caregivers. 

Honor Guard pictured with members of 
the swim team and fans.

Bucs Pride Night

Before and After

In January, the AH-1 Cobra helicopter was 
transported from a VFW post in Onondaga,Michigan to The legion post 
238 in Holt. A structure to display the chopper was completed, and with 
the assistance of E.T. McKenzie the Cobra found her final resting place. A 
special thanks to the volunteers and donors who made this display possible. 
A dedication is planned for the spring of 2023.  


