(Suggested form for Zones)

Constitution of Zone #,

Department of Michigan

Preamble

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States of America; To maintain law and order; To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; To make right the master of might; To promote peace and good will on earth; To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness

Section 1: The name of this organization shall be (Zone # Number), The American Legion, Department of Michigan.






Article II—Objects

Section 1: The objects and purposes of this Zone shall be to promote the principles and policies as set forth in the foregoing preamble, and the National and Departmental Constitutions of The American Legion.





Article III—Nature

Section 1: This Zone is a civilian organization and membership therein does not affect or increase liability for military or police service.
Section 2: This organization shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan principles nor for the promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment.

Section 3: Rank does not exist in The American Legion; no member shall be addressed by his military or naval title in any meeting of this Zone.

Section 4: This organization is a constituent part of, and subject to, the American Legion, Department of Michigan

Article IV – Powers

Section 1: This Zone shall have such power and authority necessary or incidental to carry out the provisions of these Constitution and By-Laws.  It being provided that nothing herein contained shall in any way authorize or empower this Zone to interfere with the action of any Post or District Association in the administration of its internal affairs.
Section 2: The powers and authority of this Association are subject to the limitations and restrictions of the National and Departmental Constitution and By-Laws.

Article V—Membership

Section 1: Eligibility to membership in The American Legion shall be as prescribed by the National Constitution of The American Legion.
Section 2: All American Posts residing within the Districts of this Zone shall be eligible for membership in this Zone.  All members in good standing and/or the duly authorized delegates of said Posts in the (number of Zone) shall be deemed members of this Zone and representatives of their respective Posts with voice and vote when authorized.

Section 3: The boundaries of this Zone shall be the boundaries of District #, District #, District #, as described in the District Bylaws, until such time as the Department of Michigan Executive Committee may deem necessary to change or modify these boundaries. 

Article VI—Officers

Section 1: The administrative affairs of this Zone of The American Legion shall, except as may be otherwise provided by the By-Laws, be under the supervision of the Zone Commander. 

Section 2: The officers of this Association shall be; a commander, an Adjutant and any others officers the members of the Zone deem necessary.
Section 3 The Zone Commanders shall be elected at the Zone caucuses held at the Annual Convention, by the Districts’ which comprise the Zone. All other officers shall be appointed by the Zone Commander. 
Section 4: Every member of this Zone in good standing shall be eligible to hold office in this Zone.
Section 5:  The Zone Commander shall be required to submit to the Department Adjutant proof of honorable service in the Armed Forces of the United States, pursuant to Article II, Section 2 of the Department Bylaws. 





Article VII – Finance

Section 1. The Zone does not have any finances of it’s own. Expenses for the Zone Commander shall be provided by provisions in the Department Executive Committee Rules of Procedure. 

Article IX—Amendments

Section 1: This Constitution is adopted subject to the provisions of the National Constitution of The American Legion and of the Department Constitution of the Department of Michigan, The American Legion. Any amendment to said National Constitution or Department Constitution which is in conflict with any provisions hereof shall be regarded as automatically repealing or modifying the provisions of this Constitution to the extent of such conflict.
Section 2: This Constitution may be amended at any regular Zone meeting by vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Districts attending such regular meeting, providing the proposed amendment shall have been submitted in writing, and providing, further, written notice shall have been given to all Districts at least thirty (30) days in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon, notifying said members that at such meeting a proposal to amend the Constitution is to be voted upon.

[SUGGESTED ZONE FORM]

By-Laws of the (Number) Zone
Department of Michigan
Article I

Section 1: The Zone existing under these By-Laws is to be known as the (Number) Zone, The American Legion, Department of Michigan.
Section 2: The objects of this Zone are as set forth in the Constitution.
Article II—Management

Section 1: The government and management of this Zone is entrusted to the Zone Commander. 






Article III – Elections

Section 1. The Districts in the Zone shall elect a Zone Commander at the Zone Caucus, held at the annual Department Convention. 

Section 2. The Districts of the Zone shall determine a rotation of the Districts to determine which District will  nominate the Zone Commander Candidate. In the event that the District’ that is next in the rotation does not have a candidate, the opportunity to nominate will move to the next District in the rotation. 
Article IV—Duties of Officers

Section 1: Duties of Zone Commander. It shall be the duty of the Zone Commander to preside at all meetings of the Zone and to have general supervision over the business and affairs of the Zone, and such officer shall be the chief executive officer of the Zone. The Commander shall make an annual report covering the business of the Zone for the year.  
  The Zone  Commander representing each "Zone" shall represent the Department in the Districts comprising the "Zone" from which they were elected, and it shall be their duty to attend all District Conventions within their "Zone", so far as possible, and to initiate constructive programs and policies for the furtherance of the interest of the Posts therein.
Section 2: Duties of Adjutant. The adjutant shall have charge of and keep a full and correct record of all proceedings of all meetings, keep such records as the Department and National Organizations may require, render reports of membership when called upon at a meeting, and under direction of the commander handle all correspondence of the Zone.

Article V—Appointments

Section 1: The District Commander, immediately upon taking office each year, shall appoint an Adjutant and any such officers as is deemed necessary in the best interest of the Zone. 
Article VIII—Meetings

Section 1: The Zone shall hold …….meetings including the Department Convention caucus, at which may be transacted such business as may properly be brought up for action. The Zone meeting(s) place and time shall be determined by the Department Agenda for the caucus and either as published at Department meetings or shall be published with notice sent to all Districts and to the Department Adjutant if held outside of Department Conferences and Conventions.

Article IX—Rules of Order

Section 1: All proceedings of this Zone shall be conducted under and pursuant to Roberts’ Rules of Order; newly revised, except, as herein otherwise provided.

Article X—Limitations of Liabilities

Section 1: The Zone shall incur, or cause to be incurred, no liability nor obligation whatever which shall subject to liability any other Zone, District, Post, subdivision, members of The American Legion, or other individuals, corporations or organizations.

Article XI—Amendments

Section 1: These By-Laws are adopted subject to the provisions of the National Constitution of The American Legion and of the Department Constitution of the Department of Michigan, The American Legion. Any amendment to said National Constitution or Department Constitution which is in conflict with any provisions hereof shall be regarded as automatically repealing or modifying the provisions of this Constitution to the extent of such conflict.
Section 2: This Bylaw may be amended at any regular Zone meeting by vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Districts attending such regular meeting, providing the proposed amendment shall have been submitted in writing, and providing, further, written notice shall have been given to all Districts at least thirty (30) days in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon, notifying said members that at such meeting a proposal to amend the Constitution is to be voted upon.

