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The Michigan American Legion offers a number of scholarships and other resources
to assist young people in their pursuit of higher education. There are opportunities
for everyone, including descendants of wartime veterans and participants in Legion
programs. 

American Legion High School Oratorical Contest: Scholarships up to $25,000 
The American Legion Oratorical Contest presents students with an academic
speaking challenge that fosters essential leadership qualities, teaches the history of
our nation's laws, and helps students develop the ability to think and speak clearly. It
promotes an understanding of the duties, responsibilities, rights, and privileges of
American Citizenship. Winners at the zone and state levels receive scholarships. At
the state level, the first-place winner receives a $2,000 scholarship and advances to
compete nationally for a chance to win a scholarship of up to $25,000. 

Zone contest prizes:
1st place winner receives $500.00, plus they go on to the State Finals.
2nd place (runner-up) receives $200.00 and may get a chance to go to State finals if the Zone
winner can’t attend State Finals.
 
Department Contest Prizes:
1st place winner receives $2,000.00, plus they go on to the National Contest in Hillsdale, MI.
2nd place receives $1,500.00 and a chance to attend the National finals if the state winner
can’t attend.
3rd, 4th, and 5th receive $1,000.00 each.
 
National Contest Prizes:
1st place winner receives $25,000.
2nd place winner receives $22,500
3rd place winner receives $20,000
First-round participants in the National Contest receive a $2,000 scholarship. Second-round
participants that do not advance to the final round receive an additional $2,000 scholarship. 

Registration Deadline: December 9, 2024 (must be completed online at
www.michiganlegion.org/oratorical)

District Contest Deadline: January 20, 2025
Zone Contest Deadline: February 10, 2025
(District and Zone contest dates will be listed on the oratorical website as they are submitted)

Department Contest: March 15, 2025, at the Michigan Historical Museum in Lansing, MI.
National Contest Date: May 16-18, 2025 at Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, MI

Information on the 2024 – 2025 program was provided to all high schools and
District Commanders in September. Posts are encouraged to visit schools to assist in
obtaining contestants for the contest. All promotional materials can be located at
www.michiganlegion.org/oratorical. 

National Commander
Banquet Form



Junior Shooting Sports Program: Registration Closes December 14, 2024

This is a gun safety education and marksmanship program that provides the basic elements of safety,
education, enjoyment, and competition. Participants may be of either gender, ages 14 through 20.
Handicapped youth are encouraged to participate. To register for the 2024-25 American Legion 3-
Position Junior Air Rifle Championship, visit https://register.legion.org/jssp-club-registration before
December 14. Contact our Department JSSP Chairman, Fred Youngs (sarge2630@yahoo.com), if your
post is interested in pursuing this program.

Brewer and Wilson Scholarships: Application deadline is January 6, 2025
The American Legion Department of Michigan offers two stand-alone scholarships for
descendants of veterans. The William D. & Jewell Brewer $500 scholarship is for high school
seniors and college students (with no degree) who plan on attending any nationally accredited
college/university/trade school. The Guy M. Wilson $1,000 scholarship is for high school seniors
only who plan on attending a Michigan-accredited college/university/trade school. Both require
the applicant to be a Michigan resident, a descendant of a war-time-era veteran, and have a
minimum of a 2.5 GPA. For a complete list of requirements or to download an application visit
www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships.

The American Legion Skilled Trades Scholarship aims to provide annual scholarships to deserving
individuals—aged 17-21—who are pursuing a career in construction/building, automotive,
advanced manufacturing, or energy either in a post-high school trades training/apprenticeship or
earning a 2-year college degree in any of the areas listed above where the student would be
certified at the state or federal level. The scholarship award amount is a 2-year $1,000
scholarship. $1,000 will be awarded each year. The award can be used for tools, specialized
clothing, gear, safety equipment, or college or program tuition/expenses. The 2024-2025
application is located at www.michiganlegion.org/trade-scholarship.

Skilled Trades Scholarship: Application deadline is April 4, 2025

Eagle Scout of the Year: Up to $10,000 Scholarship!
American Legion, Department of Michigan Scouting program sponsors over 65 troops, packs, and
crews in our American Legion posts. The Legion's support for Boy Scouts of America began at the
Legion’s first national convention in 1919. This is natural for Legionnaires, who bring their service-
learned skills and experiences as veterans to help build character and positive traits in our country’s
youth. Few other post activities generate more goodwill from the community.

The American Legion, Department of Michigan, honors the Eagle Scout of the Year at the
department convention. The competition winner receives a $1,000 scholarship and advances to the
national competition. The National American Legion annually honors the Eagle Scout of the Year at
the national convention. The competition winner receives a $10,000 scholarship, and the three
runners-up are each awarded $2,500 scholarships.

The Eagle Scout of the Year application and eligibility requirements are at
www.michiganlegion.org/scouting. 

Applications are due March 1, 2025



Law and Firefighter Of The Year Awards: Nomination Deadline is January 10, 2025

 K-12 Teachers are a national treasure; their job to educate our youth is, at times, challenging but
very rewarding.  Teachers help shape the future of our country through the lessons and principles
they teach to the youth who sit day after day in their classroom. The American Legion knows some
teachers teach about patriotism, Americanism, and the founding principles of the United States
of America. We recognize that teachers spend their own money in the classroom and on their kids
to make learning more enjoyable or easier to comprehend. Every year in The American Legion, the
Department of Michigan recognizes five teachers working hard to impart those lessons to the
children entrusted to them. We realize this is only a small gesture in the grand scheme of things,
but we want to recognize them for their work.
Posts are asked to work with their local schools to help locate a teacher that fits the criteria to be
nominated for this award. Nomination forms are available on our website and are due by April 7,
2025. 
Contact the Programs Coordinator, legion@michiganlegion.org, if you have any questions or need
a hard copy of the nomination form mailed to you. 

$500 TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD: NOMINATE A LOCAL TEACHER

Each year The American Legion Department of Michigan awards a Department Firefighter and Law
Officer of the Year award, and we are looking to you for help in identifying one of each.
Nominations are due by January 10, 2025, and evaluated by our Law and Order Chairperson. The
firefighter and law officer chosen by the chairperson will be invited to the 2025 Annual Department
Convention in July to receive their awards. 
The Department selections will then be sent to The American Legion National Headquarters for
consideration to receive the National Firefighter of the Year Award and the National Law Officer of
the Year Award.
The American Legion supports our first responders; the last year and a half has been challenging for
everyone, especially our first responders. This is a small way to say thank you and recognize a well-
rounded Michigan Firefighter and Law Officer, who has exceeded, above and beyond, the duty
requirements expected of their position and has demonstrated a distinct pattern of community
service, or heroism, coupled with professional achievement over the past year.
Nominations forms can be found online at www.michiganlegion.org/firefighter or
www.michiganlegion.org/lawofficer. 
Questions regarding these awards can be sent to legion@michiganlegion.org or call 517-220-2754.
 







2024-2025 Commanders Coin Order Form 

YES! I want to Support Commander Cooper’s project!
Please send me ______ at each $10 donation to the following address: 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________ St: __________ Zip: ________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email: ____________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check/money order for qty: _______ x $10 donation Total: __________ 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
Make check payable to “Michigan American Legion” 
Memo: Commanders Coin 
Mail to:
Michigan American Legion 
Attn: Commanders Coin 
212 N. Verlinden Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48915 

 Commander Cooper’s Special Project

Supporting paralyzed Veterans in Michigan with spinal cord injuries and helping
Veterans regain independent living.
Your support will:

Ensure year-round specialized medical care.

Support life-changing health and rehabilitation opportunities through sports and

recreation.

Fight for the benefits Veterans have earned.

Fund breakthrough research in pursuit of a cure.

Provide opportunities that lead to meaningful careers

Break barriers and advocate for access that paralyzed Veterans need to live independent

lives. 

       Spotlight!



December 2024
December 9th- Oratorical Registrations deadline
December 14th- JSSP First round postal match
competition target set sales and registration
closes.

January 2025
January 1st- Baseball registration opens on
baseball.legion.org
January 6th- Brewer/Wilson Scholarship
submission deadline.
January 10th- Law Officer of the Year submission
deadline
January 10th- Firefighter of the Year submission
deadline 
January 20th- District Oratorical Contests
deadline

February 2025
February 1st- JSSP Targets due to the Civilian
Marksmanship Program (CMP) - must be
postmarked on or before this date to be eligible
for scoring.
February 10th- Zone Oratorical Contests deadline.
February 15th- JSSP Second round postal match
competition targets mailed out by CMP.

March 2025
March 1st-Eagle Scout of the Year Award
submission deadline
March 5th -Oratorical State Contest at the
Michigan Historical Center in Lansing.

April 2025
April 1st- End of 2nd round postal match
competition. Targets due to CMP - must be
postmarked on or before this date to be eligible
for scoring.
April 4th- Skilled Trades Scholarship deadline
April 7th- Teacher of the Year submission
deadline.

Tentative Program Dates for the 2024-2025 Year:
May 2025
May 1st-Boys State Application submission
deadline
May 1st- Student Trooper Application
submission deadline
May 15th- Baseball insurance purchase
deadline
May 16th-18th- National Oratorical Contest
at Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, MI

June 2025
June 1st- Final day for Baseball teams to
register 
June 22nd-28th -Boys State program at
GVSU in Allendale, MI

July 2025
July 1st-Robert Turner Baseball Scholarship
submission deadline
July 15th- Diamond Baseball Scholarship
deadline
July 20th-25th- Student Trooper program
July 22nd-26th- JSSP American Legion
National Championship (Individual
Tournament)
July 23rd-27/28th- Class AA Baseball
State Tournament; Midland, MI
July 23rd-27/28th- Class A Baseball
Tournament; Stevensville, MI 


