AMERICANISM COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
DELTA HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER

SEPTEMBER 22, 2023
10:34 A.M.

CDR Blank called the meeting to order. Honors given to our flag.

CDR Blank suggested that Tim Hill be appointed as secretary.
CDR Blank suggested that Doug Carrigan be appointed as Vice Chairperson. Motion Wright and seconded by Boman.

Members Present: Wayne Blank, Doug Carrigan, Ryan White, Tim Hill, Ryan Wright.
Excused: Tom Vance, at National at Jr. Shooting Seminar.
Quorum is met.

Previous Minutes: Motion by Doug Carrigan to forgo the reading of the minutes from July 7, 2023. 2nd by Tim Hill,
passed.

Old Business:
Doug Carrigan discussed the National Resolution concerning Boy Scouts becoming Scouting America. Youth Protection
Program was discussed. Two (2) deep leadership program was discussed.

New Business:

Charles Boman, 19th District, if you have and want to start a program (idea), you as a Post do not need permission to
start one as long as it does not violate any Department or National guidelines. If the program is successful, send it on up
thru District, Zone, Department and eventually National. Every idea is a good idea for a program to start.

Tim Hill stated that the AMVETS have a few programs that cater to elementary school children, color the flag, make a
poster, essay and others. We need to try and adopt some of these ideas to Legion programs.

CDR Blank stated that we need to consider Awards for Americanism. Not just on the Post level but take it to the
community. If you see a business flying a flag, present them with a certificate for their involvement in Americanism.
Same thing if you are driving down the street and see a Veteran flying the Colors at their home, leave them a certificate
and an application.

Committee Reports:

Law & Order: Ryan Wright The Student Trooper cutoff date for applications is May 10. 2024. There has not been a
price increase. We are hoping to receive at least 30 applications for this training session in Lansing.

Ryan also mentioned Firefighter of the Year, Law Enforcement Officer of the Year and Teacher of the Year. Huge
discussion ensued.

Oratorical: Brian Morrison stated that the National Contest will be held at Hillsdale here in Michigan. Volunteers are
needed. Food and lodging is taken care of.

District Contest: January

Zone Contest: February

Department Contest: March

Adult Oratorical: Brian Morrison stated that this needs to be developed at the local level to start. Make it a fun night
between the Community and the Post. Have a trivia event about the Constitution. Make it a membership drive.



Formalize resolution for Adult Oratorical Contest. It needs to contain recommendations for the Winter Meeting 2024
i.e. no monetary reward for winners at the present time.

Scouting: Doug Carrigan spoke about the Eagle Scout of the Year Program. Deadline is March 1, 2024. He also spoke on
the Square Knott Award and of American Legion in Scouting. Dan also spoke on the Scout Camporee on October 13-
15,2024 to be held at Wilwin.

Baseball: No Report
Boys State: Tim Hill stated that once again, Grand Valley has submitted a bid for Boys State 2024. This is the only bid
received out of the bids requested.
Boys State 2024 will be June 23-29,2024 Volunteers are needed.
No increase in cost.
JR Shooting: No Report
Steve Hamilton, Squadron 49 South Haven, we have a youth program that we do for our elementary schools in the area.
Taps
3 Volley
Flag Etiquette
Give a Flag to the school to fly for the year.
We also have a program for Veterans who might be in a Nursing Home facility or Assisted Living facility. We find out
what branch of the service and we present them with a blanket with the service emblem on them courtesy of the

Squadron. We get the twin sized blankets off of Amazon or eBay.

Doug Carrigan stated that his Post has Flags for Fifth Graders. They cover Flag Etiquette for Our National Flag, Blue Star
Flag, and the Gold Star Flag.

CDR Blank mentioned the CPR’s and the importance of them to the Post, Department and to National.
Motion to adjourn by Doug Carrigan at 11:48 2nd by Ryan Wright, passed.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Timothy Hill

Approved by:

Wayne Blank



