
American Legion
Michigan Boys State

Ford Museum hosts Michigan 
American Legion Boys State

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcFDlBwXAI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcFDlBwXAI8


American Legion Youth Programs

American Legion Youth Programs 
teach responsible citizenship

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp5mqqgOqLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp5mqqgOqLI


American Legion By The Numbers

• Established 1919
• GI Bill of Rights - 1944 
• Legion Members – 1.6M
• Auxiliary Members – 1M
• Number of Posts – 12,000
• Boys State Participants – 12,000+
• Girls State Participants – 12,000+
• Funeral Honors – 125,000 Annually
• American Legion Baseball – 3,500 teams 



A Little History Lesson
• Established in 1935

• Loyola College Professor
      Hayes Kennedy

• Adopted by Illinois American 
Legion

• Purpose – To counter “The 
Young Pioneers” communist 
youth movement in America.

• Non-Partisan

• Pure-Constitutional 
Democracy

• Girls State Followed in ‘37 

1963 Boys Nation Delegate from 
Arkansas, future president Bill Clinton 

meets President John F. Kennedy at the 
White House.



Famous Alumni

Michael
 Jordan

Neil Armstrong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLba6TAx9_A

Nick Saban

Tom Brokaw

Larry Arnn
Hillsdale College 

President
Arkansas Boys St. Mike Huckabee

Gov of Arkansas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLba6TAx9_A


Famous Alumni

RG3  - Heisman -  2011

Sam Alito – SCJ - 2006

Jon Bon Jovi



More Famous Boys State Alumni

Mich Boys State Governor 1999

Army General
Wesley Clark



Boys State Alum and
 South Carolina US Senator Tim Scott

Visits Palmetto Boys State
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=futO9M5RWco

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=futO9M5RWco


• When:  June 21 – 27, 2026
• Cost:   $425 ~ Provided By Post, Donor, Family
• Nominees:  High School Rising Seniors
• Who Nominates:  School Civics Teachers and 

Counselors

MICHIGAN BOYS STATE 2026



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrq8hrCh0tY&t=130s

Campus Tour

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrq8hrCh0tY&t=130s


Simulated Government Positions

City / County

• Mayor
• Public Safety
• Public Works
• School Board
• Attorney
• City Commission
• Park & Rec
• City Planner / Engineer
• Finance & Budget

State

• Governor
• Lt. Governor
• Attorney General
• Comptroller / Budget
• Supreme Court
• Public Affairs / Press
• House of Representative
• Senate
• Homeland Security  



Boys State Band

Supreme Court

Stump Speeches for Mayor

Friends for Life

https://michiganboysstate.org/

https://michiganboysstate.org/


Boys / Girls Nation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-43L8Ah8izU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-43L8Ah8izU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-43L8Ah8izU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-43L8Ah8izU


Michigan Boys & Girls Nation Senators

 Meet Michigan US Senators ~ Stabenow & Slotkin



2022 Michigan Boys Nation Delegate 
Elected as President of Boys Nation

https://youtu.be/fJg94M8joIM
Tamarus Darby Jr.

Washtenaw International HS
Ypsilanti, Michigan

https://youtu.be/fJg94M8joIM


Recent Guest Speakers

Mayor Bliss - Grand Rapids
Mayor Guenther – Big Rapids

US House – MI 4th Dist 
Hon. Bill Huizenga

US House – MI 10th Dist 
Hon. John James

Senior Judge
Federal Dist 

Court of West 
Michigan

Judge Janet Neff



Scholarships Offered

Essay on Events During 
Ford’s Presidency

$500 First Place

$250 Second Place

Hillsdale College 
Boys State Alum

$20,000

$5,000 / year 
4 years Undergrad

Delegates of US  
Military 

Descendants

$1,250  State

$5,000  Regional

$10,000  National



Samsung Scholarship
National Finalists $6,250   

Austin Hinkley Big Rapids High School
2023 Boys State



SAMSUNG SCHOLARSHIP
Top Ten National Winners – $10,000.  Trip to Washington DC.

Top Ten Finalists - $5,000
State Winners - $1,250   

• Applications On-Line at Michigan Legion & Auxiliary.
• Must Be a Descendant of a US Military Member.  See Details in Application. 
• Must be a High School Junior Graduating from Boys and Girls State.
• Must Attach your certified High School Transcripts  / Complete an Essay.  
• Deadline is Midnight of Day 1 of Boys and Girls State.
• One Award of $1,250 each for state Boys and Girls State programs.   



Highly Valued – Every College USA

Highly Encouraged for Acceptance 
Into ALL U.S. Military Academy’s

https://westpoint.edu/admissions/prospective-
cadets/application-tips

https://westpoint.edu/admissions/prospective-cadets/application-tips
https://westpoint.edu/admissions/prospective-cadets/application-tips
https://westpoint.edu/admissions/prospective-cadets/application-tips
https://westpoint.edu/admissions/prospective-cadets/application-tips
https://westpoint.edu/admissions/prospective-cadets/application-tips


West Point Application FAQ “What are the 
Leadership Requirements” To make your 
application strong, you are encouraged to take 
part in extracurricular activities that demonstrate 
leadership skills and potential. Examples include 
but are not limited to: Eagle Scouts, Girl Scout 
Gold Award, sports team captain, class leadership 
positions, club leadership positions, and 
American Legion Boys/Girls State programs. In 
general, it is better to seek leadership positions 
within just a few extracurriculars than to just 
participate in many



2019 Post 98 Boys State Graduate
Class of 2020 Morley Stanwood HS

2024 USAFA Grad Aiden McLaughlin

4 Years Varsity Track Team
Cyber Security Major



Boys State Is About…

Developing Leaders Democracy In Action

Having Fun Along the Way Friends For Life



Michigan Girls State
• Nominees:  High School Rising Seniors
• When:  June 14 - 20, 2026
• Where:  Michigan State ~ Cost:  $425

https://michalaux.org/girls-state/



American Legion
Michigan Boys State

A Week That Shapes A Lifetime
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