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PDC Ray Moore Remembered
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Raymond William Moore, 74, of Lake City, Michigan passed away peace-
fully at his home with his family by his side on November 5, 2022.

Ray was born in Flint, Michigan to Paul and Bonnie Joy Moore. He subse-
quently lived with his mother and stepfather, Gerald Tucker, graduating from 
Riverside High School in 1966. Ray left college to join the United States Army 
in 1968, serving in Vietnam and attaining the rank of Sergeant upon his hon-
orable discharge in 1971.

Upon returning from the Army, Ray met and married Marcia (Opyr) 
Moore in June 1972. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on June 
17, 2022, an important milestone for Ray. Along the way they raised two chil-
dren, Nick and Rebecca, who were proud to call him dad.

After his military service, Ray joined the American Legion Post 300 in 
Lake City, Michigan. His passion for Veteran’s affairs led to a career as a Vet-
erans Service Officer for the Department of Veterans Affairs - American Le-
gion, a role he held for 22 years.

Ray was proud of the many positions he held within the American Legion, 
including past Department Commander of Michigan and National Executive 

Committeeman. He also served as a Forest Township Trustee and on the Lake Missaukee Area Fire Authority 
Board.

Ray is survived by his wife, Marcia; son, Nick, daughter-in-law, Jaime and grandchildren, Brendan, Dylan and 
Drew; daughter, Rebecca, son-in-law, Daniel Crocker and grandson, Aidan; sister, Linda (John) Brown and brother, 
Randy (Vicki) Moore; brother-in-law, Ted Opyr and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, stepfather and in-laws, Nick and Mary Opyr.

VETERANS’ DAY AROUND THE STATE
The Department of Michigan and Posts across the state celebrated Veterans’ Day with parades, gatherings, and school appearances. 

 Here are just a few pictures from Veterans Day Celebrations across the mitten! 

Department Commander Marilyn Britten at the 
Veterans Day event in Royal Oak.

Detroit Veterans Day Parade

Snyder-Lewis-Welty Post 454, in 
Colon, celebrated Veterans Day 
with Colon Junior/Senior High 
School Students.

L-R:  Brett Johnson,Commander, Mike 
Shirey, Joe Ludwick, Ron Taylor, and 
Mike Smoker

Post 16 Lapeer spent the day with 
Lapeer Schickler Elementary students.

Algot 
Johnson 
Post 69 
Honor 
Guard 
Orville 
Smith, John 
Levendows-
ki, Michael Bugajski, Ted Franklin, Dave Greiner, Dale 
Aho, Larry Burns, Ted Boyden 

Veterans Memorial Plaza 
Dedication 

at the Coleman A. Young 
Municipal Center

Durkee Post 311 honoring veter-
ans at Vista Springs Northview. 

L-R George Robinson, Theresa Robin-
son, Chrissy Davis, Margo Forrester, Pa-
tricia Snider, Jerry Dennis.
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New Member 
application!

Cut out this 
handy applica-
tion with your 
information on 

the back and keep 
it with you! 

Together 
we will keep 
growing the 

American 
Legion 

Department 
of Michigan

Runyan’s Ramblings
A Look Back With a Look Forward

Headquarters

THE WINTER MEETING IS HEATING UP!

I look forward to seeing many of you at Winter 
Meeting in Lansing, February 10-12. We are hon-
ored to be hosting our National Commander at our 
Winter Meeting; it has been a number of years since 
we have had that honor. 

Other things happening at the Winter Meeting 
will be more training. If you attended the Fall Con-
ference and enjoyed learning about some new top-
ics, buckle up. 

Marilyn Britten
Department 
Commander

These are part of the topics: 
Friday afternoon 2-4:30, Robotics 
– presented by the State Coordina-
tor for all middle and high school 
competitions. At that same time 
there will be First Aid, CPR, and 
AED – Engaging your Community 
Needs, delivered by a former State 
Firefighter of the Year. We will also 
have training on computer gaming 
tournaments at the post, presented 
by a National staffer. Finally a pan-

el of young veterans, what are they 
looking for and how to support their 
peers. 

That rundown was just for Fri-
day, and there’s more on Saturday. 
Our mission is to support our fellow 
veterans. That support can come in 
many ways, through our communi-
ties, kids, activities, or on an individ-
ual basis.
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Happy New Year to all my American Legion 
family, friends, and veteran advocates! It is going 
to be a great year; I just know it. With a New Year 
comes new goals we set for each other. I know I 
have set mine and am focused on achieving them. 

If you are looking for a goal, might I suggest 
looking inward towards our own American Legion 
family. There are many programs that could use 
your help! What is or was your profession? Could 
this in some way help your post, squadron, or unit? 

Maybe you have some intellectual knowledge that some of your members 
don’t have, and this professional knowledge is very valuable.

Another very important Legion family thing that should already be ac-
complished is ATTENDING DISTRICT MEETINGS. I know what some 
of you are thinking, why in the world should I or my post attend a district 
meeting? Well, that’s a great question…it is to obtain communications from 
the area where you live for membership, programs, other veterans benefits, 
programs and communications from and around the state.

There have been many times over the years I have heard members say, 
“Oh, I didn’t know that was happening?” or “If I had only known, I would 
have helped or participated.” This is your opportunity to set this goal for 
yourself and post. EVERY POST should have at least some representation 
at EVERY District meeting. What forms are going to be required for next 
year? What financial programs could my post take advantage of? Why did 
the rules get changed; no one ever told me or the post about that. These are 
some of the things that we hear, and the DISTRICT MEETING is the place 

to get those answers.

Lastly, I want to remember my good friend and mentor, PDC Ray Moore. 
Ray was an inspiration to me and many other Legion family. He taught me 
that we are here for one main purpose, and that is to help and serve our 
veterans! Thank you to Ray and his family for sharing this great man for so 
many years.

Ron Runyan 
Department Adjutant 
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 Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at me-
dia@michiganlegion.org or mail it to de-
partment attn: Jim Showers.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting a hard 
copy photo, please note photos printed 
from a home printer cannot be used, nor 
can photos clipped from newspapers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact Jim 

Showers
media@michiganlegion.org 

517-220-2747



In 1963, National Commander James E. Powers 
wrote, “My real definition of Legion Americanism 

would be the living record of what Legionnaires do each year to improve 
community, state, and nation in thousands of projects ... through teach-
ing thousands of youngsters the rules of fair play on the baseball dia-
mond … what they do to make the Constitution of the United States a 
familiar text to hundreds of thousands of boys and girls in our oratorical 
contest…. And what they do to transmit American principles through 
our Boys States and Girls States.”

Still, in 2023, this definition is modern, progressive, and alive. True 
Americanism is an ideology that is continually nurtured within oneself 
through individual daily actions and beliefs in what their responsibilities 
are to veterans, youth, and the community. 

We are truly blessed to live in “one nation, under God, with liberty 
and justice for all.”

The Boy Scouts of America was the first youth program singled out 
by the American Legion by a resolution (at the first national convention, 
1919) and has grown to include numerous Americanism activities for 
Scouts. Few other post activities generate more goodwill from the com-
munity than scouting. 

Dates to Remember:

JANUARY 2023
• 1st - Baseball registration opens on baseball.legion.org
• 3rd - Brewer and Wilson Scholarship submission deadline.
• 3rd - Law Officer of the Year submission deadline
• 3rd - Firefighter of the Year submission deadline
• 22nd - District Oratorical Contests deadline

FEBRUARY 2023 (Americanism Month)
• 1st - JSSP Targets due to the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) 

– must be postmarked on or before Feb. 1 to be eligible for scoring.
• 8th - Zone Oratorical Contests deadline.

The Americanism Report
Dan Cooper 
2nd Vice Commander 
Americanism & Community Service

As we approach the end of 2022, now is a fitting 
time to take a look at our successes this past year, as 
well as areas we can improve upon.

Maybe your Post had a very successful Recruiting 
Campaign. Maybe your Post worked hard on the Headquarters Post 225 
members in your area. Maybe your Post brought a large number of cur-
rently serving Veterans into your Post. Whatever your level of success has 
been, I’m sure you’ll agree it took a lot of hard work and patience.

We put all this effort into getting these energetic and valuable new 
members in the door. What can we do to keep them from walking right 
out the back door, never to be seen again? If new members see something 
of value in your Post, something that is of high importance to them, they’ll 
stick around. Without a reason to belong, there’s nothing there to retain 
them.

It’s up to all of us to provide our members with a reason to belong. I 
assure you, it won’t be the same reason for every member. Volunteer ser-
vice for Veterans and the community is at the top of the list for many of 
our members. Just providing a means for our Post Family members to feel 
a sense of accomplishment is enough to keep them coming back for more, 
no matter what they enjoy doing.

You’d also be surprised at the wide variety of skills our members pos-
sess. Let them put those skills to work in your community and in your 
Post. Maybe you’ve got some great leaders in your membership, or may-
be you’ve got members who are highly trained technically. Let them take 
charge when they express interest in a certain community project. Let 
them lend a hand to bring the Post up to speed technically by creating or 
maintaining a Post website.

Now here’s the hard one to let go of, let your members succeed, and 
most importantly, let them fail every now and then. We all learn much 
more from our failures than we do from our successes. That is how we 
grow, both as individuals and as a Post Family.

Creating value in membership is up to us all, not just a chosen few. 
Celebrating the success of others will give them that valuable sense of self-
worth that we all need and will create dedicated and committed Post Fam-
ily members in return!

Brian Mohlman 
1st Vice Commander
Membership and Post Activity
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Seasons Greetings

MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org 
instead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from 
the Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mail-
ings.

Name:___________________________________________

Member ID #: _____________________________________

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________

State: ____    Zip Code: ________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________
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Greetings from the 18th 
District! The District officers 
have met with 8 posts so far, 
and the rest of our posts are 
scheduled for after the new 
year. I hope everyone en-
joyed Veterans Day and the 

holiday season. I was privileged to attend and 
enjoy some of these events with the post. 

The holiday season can be a difficult time 
for our members, and Buddy Checks can mean 
so much, and make sure you are including the 
younger veterans in your Buddy Checks. I have 
found that they struggle just as much as the old-
er vets, and continuing with Buddy Checks after 
the holidays is an important task. The District 
Oratorical Contest will be held Saturday, Jan-
uary 7, 2023, at 10:00 am at American Legion 

Post #143, 96 Churchill St., Auburn Hills 48326. 
Come on out and support these high school 
kids while they compete for scholarship funds.

 The Boys State program will be held on the 
campus of Grand Valley State University in Al-
lendale beginning on the morning of Sunday, 
June 18, and ending after graduation on the 
afternoon of Saturday, June 24, 2023. Applica-
tions for Boys State are due to Department on 
May 1, 2023. For more information about Boys 
State, go to the following link: https://michi-
ganboysstate.org/

I look forward to the new year and seeing 
what we can do to help our fellow veterans and 
the communities. Our next District Meeting 
will be Sunday, January 22, 2023, at 2 pm at the 
Rochester Post #172. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please email me at 18thdistmi@
gmail.com or call/text me at 248-910-6769. 

18th District 
 Kimberly Lambouris 
 Commander

3rd Zone Report
Jim Barrett
Commander

The holiday seasons 
are here, and our year is 
half over.  We have two new 
posts in this zone.  Post 722 
in Saginaw prison is up and 
has 35 members on record.  
We have contacted members 

to make poppies.  We will have plenty for poppy 
days.  Post 15 in Vassar has 17 members.  

I’m asking all members who haven’t paid 
yet to do so before the year’s end.  This will help 
your post, and you may get back benefits from 
the department.  

I want to thank everyone for your support 
of the death of my wife on October 18th, 2022.  

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!



2023 Department Membership Goal: 56,354, as of 12/19/2022 42,166 or 74.82%
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Second District 
Meetings start at 11 am with the SAL followed by the 
Riders at Noon with a Lunch VSO starts at 1 pm and 
Legion meetings are at 2 pm.
January 8, 2023 Post 514 Ida
March 12, 2023 Post 514 Milan
April 22, 2023 Post 315 Brooklyn
May 14, 2023 Post 324 Jackson- Rose City

Third District 
Meetings are at 1:00pm, lunch at 2:00pm.

January 8, 2023 Post 36 
1920 E Kilgore Service Rd. Kalamazoo MI (VFW Post 
1527)
March 5, 2023 Post 157 
104 E Chicago St. Quincy, MI
May 7, 2023 Post 196  
104 Coldwater Rd. Union City, MI

Fourth District
Service officers training at 11:00 am Dinner at 12:30 pm 

Meetings at 2:00 pm.
January 8, 2023 Hickory Corners Post 484
March 5, 2023 Stevensville Post 568 
May 7, 2023 South Haven Post 49 

Fifth District
Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of every month. Din-
ner @ 5:30 pm and Meeting @ 7 pm. For more informa-

tion Email: districtadjutant5th@yahoo.com
 or call: 1-616-799-4459

January 12, 2023 Grandville 
Post 179 (Grand Rapids)
March 9, 2023 Daniel G. Cassard Post # 208 (Kent-
wood) 
May 11, 2023 Neal E. Fonger Post 28 (Grand Haven) 
July 13, 2023  TBD  

Sixth District
Service Officer School at 11:10 am (when sched-

uled),Lunch at Noon, 
Meetings at 1 pm

January 8, 2023 Devereaux Post 1441 
3265 W Grand River Ave
Howell MI 48855 
517-546-2534
March 12, 2023 Pickney Memorial Post 419 9807 White-
wood Rd. Picknet MI 48169 517-878-9522
May 7, 2023 Buck Reasoner Post 238
1785 Cedar St.
Holt MI 48842
517-699-2235

Seventh District
January 9, 2023 Lapeer
March 12, 2023 Caro 
May 21, 2023 Mt. Clemens 

Eighth District 
Trainings will start at Noon, Dinner at 1:00pm with Legion 

and Auxiliary meetings immediately following.
January  8, 2023Frankenmuth Post 150
March 5, 2023 Portland Post 129
May 7, 2023 Belding Post 203

Nineth District 
Executive meetings are at 11:00am with Lunch at noon. 

Meetings at 1:00pm.
March 11, 2023 Post 94 Cadillac
May 13, 2023 Post 397 Holton

Tenth District 
All meetings will start with lunch at noon. Meetings at 

1:00 pm.
January 7, 2023 Luzerne Post 162
March 4, 2023 Hale Post 422
May 6, 2023 Bay City Post 18    

Eleventh District
All Meetings Start at 1pm. Dates and locations of future 

meetings are still being decided.

Sixteenth District
All meetings start at 7:30 pm.

October, December, February, & April Service Officer 
School  at 6:30 pm.

January 10, 2023 Stitt Post 232
February 14, 2023 Fort Dearborn Post 364
March 14, 2023 Wyandotte 217
April 11, 2023 Trenton Post 426
May 9, 2023 Lincoln Park Post 67 
June 13, 2023 Garden City Post 396

Eighteenth District 
All meetings Meeting for the District Legion and Auxilia-

ry Convene at 2:00 p.m
Jan 22, 2023 Rochester Hills 
#172 248-651-2247
Feb 26, 2023
Hill Gazette Post #143 248-852-4880
Mar 26, 2023
Hill Gazette Post #143 248-852-4880
May 21, 2023 (Election of officers) 
Chief Pontiac #377 248-673-9301

Nineteenth District 
Meetings will be held at the Gaylord Bowling Center, 

1200 Gornick Ave, Gaylord, MI 49735.
Meetings start with training at 10:00 am, Social Meet and 

Greet at 11:00 am, lunch served at noon.  The both the 
Legion and Auxiliary will start at 1:00 pm.

March 11, 2023
May 13, 2023

District Meetings
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From the Desk of the President                                                                                     2022-2023 Department President, Marcy Jorae

Welcome to 2023!  Hope-
fully, this will be a year of 
many accomplishments for 
the American Legion Auxilia-
ry, Department of Michigan, 
as we continue to serve Vet-
erans, our active military and 
their families, our children 

and youth, and our communities.   From what 
I have seen and heard, our members have 
been doing a fantastic job with our goals so 
far this administrative year.  Many thanks to 
all of you for what you do for the ALA and 
especially all you do for our Veterans.

When we start a new year, we get new 
calendars and begin our planning for the 
year.  We do this so that our year will run 
smoothly and we know what we are to do 
and when.  The same is true for planning 
our year for ALA Unit activities.   Every year 
when reports are due, I hear the remark, “I 
didn’t know we needed to do this – nobody 
told me.”  There are some things we do ev-
ery year at the same time of the year that we 
should include on those calendars we have 
so that things will run smoothly in our Units.   
This has led me to create the “American 
Legion Auxiliary – Department of Michigan 
– Annual Calendar.”  It can be found on the 
Department website – www.michalaux.org.  I 
encourage your Unit to download a copy and 
make your Unit officers aware that these are 
things every Unit is expected to know and 
do.

“Theoretically” in January, every current 
member should have their new card be-
cause “theoretically” they should have paid 
their dues for the next year by December 31.  
Of course, we all know this does not hap-
pen, but it would be nice if it did.  Clubrooms, 

Lounges, or whatever you call your Post 
drinking establishment should “theoretically” 
be checking membership cards for the new 
year before selling any alcoholic beverages.  

February is Americanism month and tra-
ditionally when the Legion Family Winter 
Meeting is held.

March brings more activity with Scholar-
ship applications due to Department Head-
quarters (212 N. Verlinden Ave., Ste. B, Lan-
sing, MI 48915) by March 15.  Late arrivals 
are automatically disqualified.  Unit year-end 
reports are due to the District by March 30, 
and then the District must compile those re-
ports and send their District report to Depart-
ment Chairmen by April 15.

Here are two deadlines that so many Units 
do not know/adhere to – Unit Data Forms are 
due to Department by May 1.    This is the 
form that states how much your Unit dues 
will be for the following year and who is to re-
ceive those dues.  This must be sent in every 
year, even if there are no changes.  If you do 
change your dues amount, also remember 
to update your Standing Rules.  And keep 
in mind the minimum dues for 2024 will be 
$31.50, as there is a National dues increase 
going into effect for the 2024 Membership 
year.  The Unit Officers List is due to Depart-
ment by June 1.   This lists the officers that 
were elected at your Unit for the following ad-
ministrative year.  Again, this must be done 
even if there are no changes – and please 
fill it out completely.  “No changes” is not an 
acceptable name in the database.  These 
two forms MUST be received at Department 
before your membership cards will be sent to 
your Unit Membership Chairman.  As of Au-
gust 1, 2022, there were still over 100 Units 
that had not complied with these deadlines.  
It is up to the Units to get that information to 
Department.  We will continue to make these 

forms available on the website and remind 
Units, but we ask that you please do your 
part.

I won’t take the time to go through the rest 
of the year here, so I hope you will download 
the calendar and use it in your Unit.  

I want to thank the Districts and Units who 
have invited me to attend a meeting or func-
tion so far this year.  Those miles are adding 
up, and we will update you on where your 
District’s car is at Winter Meeting.  And thank 
you to all who have donated to my Special 
Project, “92 for 22”.  I don’t want to miss any-
one, so I won’t list everyone here who has 
donated so far.  Do know that I appreciate 
your generosity.  The Legion Family at Post 
179 did a fantastic job with a “Tips for Troops” 
event that supported my project.  The Unit 
and Squadron gave generous donations as 
well as the tips the bartenders donated.  If 
your Legion Family or Unit would like to have 
an event, please let me know so I can plan to 
attend to thank everyone for their donations.

And speaking of “92 for 22”, there will be 
a District Coin Challenge at Winter Meeting.  
I will be pairing up Districts based on mem-
bership.  So, bring your coins – your pen-
nies, nickels, dimes, and quarters (paper 
money also accepted) to fill the “92 for 22” 
banks and win bragging rights for this chal-
lenge.  There will also be gifts for the District 
Presidents with the winning bank.  The win-
ner will be based on the dollar amount do-
nated, not by the weight of the bank, and will 
be announced before we depart on Saturday 
afternoon.

We have some great things lined up for 
Winter Meeting in Lansing on February 10th 
and 11th, so please plan to attend.

Again, Thank You for all you do for the 
ALA and especially all you do for our Veter-
ans.

I hope everyone had 
an enjoyable Holiday sea-
son and a Happy New Year! 
As most of you know, I was 
hired for the Executive Direc-
tor, Secretary, and Treasurer 

position at the Department near the end of October 
2022. A little about me, I have an extensive history at 
Davenport College, where I received my Associate’s 

Degree in Applied Science Legal. Before I could finish my bachelor’s 
degree in business administration – Legal, Davenport discontinued 
that field of study. When the timing works out, I will focus on my edu-

cation and complete a bachelor’s degree program, most likely in busi-
ness administration.

Both my Maternal and Paternal Grandfathers served in World War 
II. My Paternal Great Grandfather served in World War I. I have a per-
sonal connection with veterans and am excited about our organiza-
tion’s mission and purpose. I have been diligently working on learning 
everything I can about my role, my responsibilities, and how I can be 
of service.

I have met and talked to many of you, plus we have our Winter 
Meeting coming up in February, where I look forward to establishing 
many more relationships that can grow over the years to come. I am 
very thankful and happy to be here, serving right alongside all of you!

Shannon Werner
Executive Director, 
Secretary, and 
Treasurer

Happy New Year!
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American Legion Auxiliary members volunteer many hours each 
year to assist our residents. Currently, we have 110 residents, 101 
men, and 9 women. My deputies and I work hard in the hope that our 
Auxiliary programs serve them all. We are looking for donations for 
my special project--Activities & Entertainment, which covers all the 
programs we get involved in. My priority is improving the residents’ 
lives, making them more comfortable at the Home. The Jacobetti 
Home has created a homelike setting with assigned activities and 
nursing staff. It creates a continuity of care. The Home hosts a bingo 
party twice a month, and we have a small group of 15 volunteers 
from many service organization that has gone through the training to 
assist our residents in person.   Next, we assist the library with mag-
azine subscriptions costing $500-$600 annually. The magazines are 
updated weekly by the staff.   Otherwise, contributions towards mag-
azine subscriptions are always appreciated.   We also accept puzzle 
books and 300-pc and 500-pc jigsaw puzzles. We also maintain the 
greeting card rack, with cards given free of charge to residents.    We 
need more men’s birthday cards, sympathy cards, and special holi-
day cards such as Valentine, Easter, Halloween, and Thanksgiving 
cards. No Christmas cards are needed at this time. 

Monthly activities for January include the VFC holiday party.   
February consists of the Four Chaplains Service and Post Everlast-
ing hosted by Post #44 Marquette and the VFC Valentine’s Party.   
March brings playing blackjack at the VFC Vegas Days, and April 
brings the VFC spring fling.   May has the Member’s Creative Art 
Show/Sale, setting up the Mother’s Day gift and Memorial Day cer-
emony.   In June, our American Legion Auxiliary donated flowers 
to plant around the Home. We celebrate Father’s Day with a card 
for each male resident and a $2.00 gift in their account.   The U.P. 
Auxiliary units donate these.   We help with the annual Fish Fry and 
the old car show in July.    August brings the annual carnival.   In the 
Summer months, we help with many outings and picnics.   Septem-
ber has the POW/MIA Ceremony.   October brings the Tailgate party 
and the Halloween party.   November celebrates Veteran’s Day and 
Thanksgiving.

  Our biggest program of the year is the Christmas Gift Shop, 
which took place on December 15th & 16th.   The units in the UPAA 
District and volunteers work hard for months to make Christmas spe-
cial at the Jacobetti Home.   During Gift Shop, our residents get to 
choose something for themselves and their family members, up to 
five gifts total.   Then the presents are gift-wrapped and delivered.   
We appreciate the U. P. Units that donate the gifts and the many 
volunteers who put in such long hours shopping and assisting the 
residents at gift shop to choose their presents, the gift wrapping, and 
all the organization to make this program work.   We have not had 
a complete Christmas gift shop in three years. We are so grateful 

to the units of the UPAA District and other units around the state 
supporting this worthwhile program. This program helps to maintain 
the dignity of our residents.   If a son or daughter brings their Dad 
a gift, our resident can say, “I have one for you too.” It helps make 
them proud, and we get to be a part of that. Pretty cool, hey.   I have 
received letters from wives who say that their husbands have not 
been able to shop for ten years, and seeing the look on his face as 
he handed her a gift was priceless. The pride and love shown on 
their faces. The residents are so grateful for this program, and I am 
so glad to share just a few of their stories.

 Even though family restrictions have been lifted, the volun-
teer restrictions are still governed by the CDC guidelines. As I stat-
ed previously, there are a core group of volunteers at this time. We 
hope we can allow a few more volunteers to help with Christmas Gift 
Shop. After the New Year, we hope guidelines will be lifted again to 
allow more of our volunteers to return to Jacobetti. They are so anx-
ious to visit with our residents. 

Thank you so much to the units that participate in our Adopt-a-
Vet program. It offers a little “TLC” to those members who have no 
family nearby or need a little boost in funds.   Your unit can partici-
pate by sending cards, especially on their birthday, or putting $$ in 
their account. Your assistance lets our residents know that they are 
not forgotten.   If your unit is interested in adopting a Vet, please 
contact me.   I will send info on the resident’s birthday, the branch 
of service, and favorite sports team.   Every two months, we have 
an outing to the American Legion Post # 114 Greenwood for lunch 
& bingo. Also, our residents are invited to American Legion Post # 
44 Marquette several times a year and American Legion Post # 349 
Little Lake once a year.

The plans for a new facility are still in progress. The funding is 
approved. The holdup seems to be finding a parcel of land (25 acres) 
that would work. Nothing was found within Marquette City limits, so 
they are now looking at Marquette Township property. 

 It takes all the volunteers working together to make all our pro-
grams work.   Now, I challenge all the Auxiliary members to reach 
out to your Legion and Sons of the Legion members to help in our 
programs here at the Jacobetti Home for Veterans.   Branching out 
to include our Legion family can only make programs stronger and 
better able to serve the residents.   My thanks go out to my depu-
ties— Lois Westman of Unit #114 Greenwood and Linda Kaare of 
Unit #44 Marquette, who are so caring and give so much of their time 
and heart. With your help, we have made the residents’ lives richer. 
I think the staff at the Jacobetti Home is fantastic, along with all the 
volunteers, too.   The quality of care our residents receive makes 
the Jacobetti Home a special place to live.   I am so grateful to our 
resident veterans.   I sincerely want to thank you for your service, 
sacrifice, friendship, and the freedoms we enjoy today. God bless 
You, God bless Michigan and God bless America.

D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans
Wanda Westman, Hospital Representative

Happy new year to everyone! Now that 
the holidays are over, I want to brag a little. 
It’s been a fun and challenging year thus 
far. The units of the seventh district have 
been busy. I’m proud to say we are working 
our programs for our service to our Com-
munities, Veterans, Militaries, and their 
families. We are proudly flying our flags. 
Holiday dinners, teas, ceremonies, meet-
ings, and much more have been held so 
far. Members are visiting schools, handing 
out flags, working with local Young Marines 
groups, assisting neighborhood elderly 
with chores, and basket giveaways, just to 
name just a few of our activities. Monies, 
food, and clothing are being donated to my 
special project, Vets Returning Home, a lo-

cal veterans’ homeless shelter in our dis-
trict.

Many of our units are continuously do-
nating to the “Give 10 to Education” pro-
gram. We even had a Youth Hero going 
out through Unit #4 as well. We have more 
units updating standing rules and their by-
laws with the new pronouns for our open-
ing of the auxiliary to men. Our district has 
put up an impressive show for our orga-
nization this year so far, and I couldn’t be 
more proud of the many accomplishments 
that came out of the seventh over the past 
several months. 

I’ve even started to open up communi-
cations better. I contact, by phone, all my 
officers, chairs, unit presidents, and past 
district presidents beginning about two 
weeks before our next scheduled district 

meeting. Just a way to remind and answer 
questions and re-invite them to attend each 
meeting. This is helping our morale and 
communication, especially as not everyone 
has computers or email. 

To say I’m proud of our district would 
be an understatement. I’m beaming with 
excitement for all we have done for this 
organization, our communities, veterans, 
active Military, and their families. Keep col-
lecting your info and pictures for reports. I 
make sure to remind my district at every 
meeting as well as when I make my calls 
of reminder. Here in the seventh, we are 
also “rallying” our members to keep up on 
membership. Keep up the good work, ev-
eryone, and don’t forget, to REPORT, RE-
PORT, REPORT! Pictures, Pictures, Pic-
tures! God Bless the USA!

Seventh District Report
Alicia Minster,
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Happy New Year!! I’m Maggie Merchberge the new Children and 
Youth Department, Chairperson. This is an area that I am passionate 
about. I have worked with Children and Youth for several years. I have 
taught preschool, owned my own in-home daycare, was a substi-
tute teacher for the local school district, and currently work with 4-H 
youth in my community. 

As the new Children and Youth Department Chairperson, I 
am learning a great deal about the various programs available. 
One specific program I am learning about is the Youth Hero/Good 
Deeds Award. These awards were developed in 2002 by the Na-
tional Children and Youth Committee. The awards are given out 
to youth who are under the age of 18 and are awarded for their 
heroism and helpfulness.

Eligibility for the Youth Hero Award is as follows: 
• Applicants may be a Junior Auxiliary members; however, eli-

gibility is not necessary to be eligible for the award
• Must demonstrate an act of heroism (Ideas may include sav-

ing a life, calling 911 in an emergency, etc.)
Eligibility for the Good Deeds Awards is as follows:
• The applicant may be a Junior Auxiliary member; however, 

eligibility is not necessary to be eligible for the award
• The youth must donate time, or fundraise, for a cause they 

are passionate about. (Ideas may include helping veterans, food 
bank, or community service projects)

There are several ways to locate youth with exceptional ser-
vice over and above what normally might be expected. By listening 
to your local radio station, browsing through your local newspaper, or 
reaching out to your local school district, these are all various places you 
may hear of youth who have had exceptional service. 

As parents and caregivers of youth, we want to keep them safe from 
the latest substance abuse trends and signs and symptoms. Hidden In 
Plain Sight is an opportunity for parents, teachers, and others who work 
with adolescents to experience and explore the environment of a teenag-
er and learn to spot signs of possible substance use and risky behavior.

Join me in Lansing at the Auxiliary Winter meeting on February 10 
and 11, 2023, as I delve deeper into the MSU Extension Chippewa Coun-
ty 4-H Hidden In Plain Sight mobile drug prevention trailer. 

How is your Unit Poppy Program going? 
In no time at all, Units should be starting to 
compile all of their combined efforts involv-
ing the ALA Poppy Program since April 1, 
2022. Did you use poppies in May, and did 
your Unit do anything special for National 
Poppy Day? Did you host any fundraisers, 
and if so, how did you spend your Poppy 
Funds on veterans, active duty, and their 
families? Were poppies used as a part of 
Veterans Day? 

There is still time to find a teacher to 
host the Poppy Poster Contest for any 
grades from 2-12 and Special Needs. If you 
can, consider donating the poster board 
and art supplies to the class. If you can’t 
find a teacher, your Unit can host a Poster 
Contest with students from church groups, 
scouts, and even your Juniors. 

If you sponsored a Little Miss Poppy, 
hopefully, she’s been documenting all of 
her efforts and keeping a scrapbook to pro-
mote the Poppy Program and honor veter-
ans. 

Don’t forget the Poppy Awareness Dis-
play was simplified this year, just a picture 
and a paragraph. Any Junior or Senior 

Members only need to do is send a picture 
of your display about the Poppy Program or 
the Flanders Field poem, or how your Unit 
helped veterans with Poppy Funds, etc. 
Include a few sentences describing where 
this was exhibited for 5 or more business 
days. The location could be anywhere but 
your Post Home. Mail or email your pic and 
description to Committee Member Dorothy 
Shanks, 317 N. Woodworth St., Corunna, 
MI 48817, or dorothyshanks57@yahoo.
com by April 15, 2023. Please include your 
name, address, Unit name, and #, District 
#, and contact info. NO GREEN SLIPS 
NECESSARY. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
Place Junior and Senior Members will be 
awarded at the Department Convention. 

Poppy Artistic Creations are Center-
pieces, Unique Displays & Corsages or 
Wristlets made with poppies as the main 
flower. This contest is open to Auxiliary Se-
niors, Junior Aux. and SAL. Districts bring 
your 1st Place entry in each category to De-
partment Convention by the new later time, 
3 p.m., the Thursday Convention starts.

The Most Outstanding Unit Poppy Pro-
gram goes to the Unit that submits the best 
report of all their Unit’s efforts over the past 
year. It’s OK to include pictures. The 1st 
Place entry will be forwarded to National. 

Units, all Reports, and 1st Place Award 

entries, except the Poppy Awareness Dis-
play, need to be judged and submitted to 
your District by their deadline. Poppy Ar-
tistic Creations are judged at Department 
Convention (see above). Refer to the Dept. 
of Michigan Poppy Guide for further details. 
The Guide can be found on our webpage: 
michalaux.org.  

Ordering Poppies-Currently, poppies 
are on backorder. We have very few Mich-
igan Veterans assembling them @ this 
time. Units that have already submitted a 
Poppy order & sent a check are on the list 
to receive poppies. If your Unit wants to or-
der poppies, you may want to contact an-
other state, such as the Department of New 
York https://www.deptny.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/09/2022-2023-POPPY-order-form.
pdf and Department of Illinois https://www.
illegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/
FILLABLE-POPPY-ORDER-COST-BREAK-
DOWN-FORM-revised-OCT-2019.pdf and 
Department of Texas https://alatexas.org/files/
Poppy/Poppy%20Order%20Form%20Revised.
pdf. Your Unit may want to order Poppy Kits 
from Flag & Emblem ( https://emblem.legion.
org/) and assemble them yourselves. 

Poppies = We Remember
Margo Forrester, Sue Hilgris & Dorothy Shanks
Poppy Chair and Committee

Children & Youth Report
Maggie Merchberger, Chairperson

t
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What is Public Relations? Public Relations is chatting with friends and even 
strangers about anything and everything. Believe it, or not everything we do di-
rectly or indirectly can become Public Relations.

The chat that you have with the Barber or the Beauty Parlor about upcom-
ing events at your Legion. The hey, what are you doing this weekend off the cuff 
remark, responding with, helping out with an event at the American Legion this 
weekend to help such and such raise funds. Putting an article in the local paper, 
even putting posters or flyers out around town, letting everyone know that this is 
happening at the local American Legion is Public Relations. The pamphlets that 
we have at the Legion that can be left at the local Laundromat or Bank Lobby is 
Public Relations. Stopping at the Gas Station or a Restaurant on the way back 
from a Conference, meeting, or get-together with the American Legion or Auxil-
iary and wearing the shirt that shows who we are, and then explaining what it is 
all about to the person who says hey what does that logo stand for. 

Public Relations is in just about everything we do, so remember to make it a 
positive situation and promote the American Legions, Sons of the American Le-
gion, and the Auxiliary. Remember to make notes of it, take the time to write up 
a report, and send it in when the time comes at the end of the year. If you think 
about it, the reports should flow right out of the tip of your pen. Come March, 
let’s have lots of reports about all the Public Relations things you did all year. 
Check your guides for directives, and let’s do this.

Public Relations Report
Chris Merlington, Public relations Chairman

Winter Meeting
Auxilary Schedule
Friday, February 10, 2023
  9:00am – 10:30am  Meet & Greet with Executive Director
10:00am – 10:30am  Welcome – 92 for 22 challenge
10:30am – 11:00am  Americanism
11:00am – 12:00pm  VA & R
12:00pm – 2:00pm    Lunch Break
  2:00pm – 4:30pm    Legion Training

Saturday, February 11, 2023
  9:00am – 10:30am  Annual Reporting
10:00am – 11:00am  Leadership
11:00am – 12:00pm  Girls State 
12:00pm - 1:30pm    Lunch Break
  1:30pm – 2:30pm    Membership
  2:30pm – 3:00pm    92 for 22 challenge
  3:00pm – 3:30pm    National Security
  3:30pm            Wrap up and closing

Subject to Change 

Oxford Unit 108 packing boxes for the troops in Kuwait 77 
boxes in all going to the troops in Kuwait for Christmas.

left to right front row: 18th District President Darlene Jones, Sharon Secretary  Robin Frank. 
Behind the Boxes  from left to right: Junior member Raegan Fletcher, Ellen  Harrington,  Past De-
partment President current President  Ellen Jackson, Sue Welch, Abby Jones.
The very back Maximillian Neuser and Rebecca Montgomery.

• New membership applica-
tions need to be completely filled 
out – with all fields and signatures 
completed with all required informa-
tion.  Send with completed transmit-
tal and check mailed out correctly to 
“ALA-Department of Michigan.”  

• We have eligibility require-
ments that need to be followed – 
use current applications, please.  
Great-grandchildren, step-children, 
nieces, aunts, and brothers are un-
fortunately not allowed.  At this time, 
the only eligible males are spouses 
of a Veteran.

• You should include a name 
(first and last) and Unit # on all cor-
respondence.

• The 2024 dues are going up 
by $6.00 due to an increase in the 
National dues.  Please remember 

when you change your Unit dues 
also to change your Standing Rules.  

• Becoming a PUFL (paid-up-
for-life) is a way to avoid future dues 
increases.  The application is on the 
Department website.  This applica-
tion gets mailed by the Unit Secre-
tary directly to National. 

• All checks coming to De-
partment should be made payable 
to “ALA – Department of Michigan.” 

• The Department office only 
accepts checks as payment for 
dues, supplies, etc.  We are not set 
up to accept credit/debit cards or 
cash.

• You are a much appreciat-
ed member of the American Legion 
Family – Thank you for your dedica-
tion to the Mission.

Did you know?
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As most of you know, the Michigan House, Senate, 
and Governor’s office are now controlled by Democrats. 

I have frequently been asked, “How will this affect getting Veteran Bills  
passed?” First, Veteran issues are NOT Democrat or Republican; they are 
nonpartisan.   

We did have some of our main Veteran issue supporters move on to 
other endeavors. However, we still have many strong supporters in both the 
House and the Senate, on both sides of the aisle. The new Speaker of the 
House is a Veteran and was a firefighter when he was honorably discharged 
from the Military. Hopefully, this is a good thing for us and Veteran issues. 
As of this writing, I have not met with the new Leaders on the House or 
Senate sides. I did, however, send each new leader written correspondence 
congratulating them on their new positions and letting them know that 
the American Legion is here to help them with Veteran issues. When they 
come back in 2023, I will spend time at both the House and Senate Office 
buildings meeting with Leadership and new members of both chambers. 

We still have issues that need addressing in the 2023 – 2024 legislative 
session. One of the issues is the property tax exemption that Veterans get if 
they are 100% totally and permanently disabled and unemployable. There 
is confusion because the House and the Senate passed a new law that was 
given MCL numbers. The issue is the Governor did not sign this bill, so 
it is unenforceable and will not be used to set how the tax exemption will 
work. I was told before the midterms that the issue would come up again 
in the lame-duck session. However, because of the changes that have taken 
place, I am now hearing that little will be done this year, but time will tell. 
No matter the outcome of this session ending December 31, 2022, we still 
have a lot of work to do with Legislative issues for Veterans. 

The Legislative Committee is working hard to address many issues, in-
cluding Veteran Suicide Prevention and Rollover funding for our Service 
Officer Program, among just a few. I would also like to ask anyone who lives 
around the Lansing area (or who can come to Lansing a lot) and may be 
interested in becoming the Chair of the Legislative Committee to contact 
me. I want to start training someone to take my place in the next two years 
if I remain as the Chair for the next two years. As a Chair of a Committee, 
I feel that it is my duty to train someone to take over so we can always have 
an in-person presence at the State Capital. 

Understand that this is a great way to serve your fellow Veterans. Yes, 
it is a time commitment but very rewarding. Some weeks I am at the State 
Capital Complex for two or three days and on the phone with elected offi-
cials, but I always think we are expanding and keeping benefits. I am look-
ing forward to a very productive 2023 – 2023 Legislative session.   On be-
half of the Legislative Committee, I wish you all a Very Happy & Healthy  
New Year! 

Respectfully Tim Poxson Legislative Chair 517-25-2356 or us567@hot-
mail.com    

Tim Poxson
Legislative Chair

Legislative Update
The Mid-Terms



Edwin Jastremski enlisted in The 
Navy in December 1939. Little did he 
know that once he shipped out to Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, he would never see 
his home in Saginaw, Michigan, again. 
Many years after being declared Dead 
while Missing in Action, Lost at Sea 
during the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, the American Legion 

Post in his hometown would 
be dedicated in his name.

This past Pearl Harbor 
day 2022, due to the tireless 
efforts of Post 439’s 1st Vice 
Commander Jeff Terrain, 
Edwin Charles Jastrezemski, 
made it home symbolically. 
With members and leaders 
from several Veterans orga-

nizations, his local family, rep-

resentatives from state law-
maker’s offices, and the media 
watching a relic from the USS 
Arizona, the ship Jastremski 
served on, was presented to 
the Post that bares his name.

“With the relic here at the Post, I hope everyone 
who sees it will take time to reflect on that fateful 
day for all who were lost and to also remember Sea-
man First Class Jastrzemski.” Said Jeff Terrain.

The Relic is on Display to the public during Post 
hours.
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2023 NATIONAL COMMANDER BANQUET  
RESERVATION FORM 

Friday, February 10, 2023 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 925 Creyts Rd, Lansing, MI

Social:  6:00 p.m.  Dinner:  7:00 p.m.

NAME(s):  ________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:  ___________________________________________  PHONE: ______________________ 

Please select type of dinner and quantity of each:

BEEF  x   # of dinners         ____    x $40 =       $_____________ 

CHICKEN x   # of dinners         ____    x $40 =       $_____________ 

FISH  x   # of dinners         ____    x $40 =       $_____________ 

VEGGIE x   # of dinners         ____    x $40 =       $_____________ 

TOTAL       $_____________ 

Make checks payable and send to:  The American Legion, Department of Michigan 
 212 N Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI  48915     Attn:  Kim 

Paypal link available at www.michiganlegion.org

Credit Card:  _________________________________ Exp __________ CVV _________ 

Questions: Contact Kim at kim@michiganlegion.org  or  517.220.2753 
 
Deadline for reservations is Monday, January 10, 2023.  No refunds after this date 

Wilwin staff and the Board of 
Directors would like to thank all 

volunteers and supporters that have given precious time and effort to the 
success of this facility. I would like to share the final numbers of visitors 
and Veteran Families that came to this great asset the Michigan American 
Legion has. 

From the opening on 1 May till the closing on 31 October, the num-
ber of days available for visiting was 184 days, with the facilities actually 
being used for 170 days. That means that over 92% of the time the retreat 
is available, it is being used. The total number of Veterans that visited and 
used Wilwin was 326. This number was up from last year’s counts. Some 
Veterans come alone or as groups, and others bring their immediate fam-
ily members, totaling an additional 260. 

During 2022, we welcomed Scouting in our Scout Village for camping 

and special events. This year three events were held, with 180 Scouts with 
an additional 98 leaders to guide and mentor these young minds to build 
on the Scouting Program. For anyone reading this, please share with your 
local Scout Troops about our facility and how to contact them for their 
use. 

Lastly, Wilwin cannot be successful without all the volunteers that 
come up to work or support with donations. This year we had 115 vol-
unteers share their valuable time and resources to make Wilwin a special 
place for our Veterans.

We welcome any and all feedback or comments, which can be sent 
directly by mail to Wilwin Lodge, 3383 Hawley Rd, Custer, MI 49405, or 
by visiting our “Contact Us” page on our website (wilwinlodge.com) and 
providing comments there. Again, we thank you for all the support we 
receive here at Wilwin Lodge.

Duane Miller, 
Director of the Board

Extra Special Pearl Harbor Memorial

PDC and Post 439 member Brett Holt explains the 
relic to a TV reporter from Saginaw.

The Relic, it’s place of origin on the USS Arizona, 
and letter of authenticty on display.

1st Vice Jeff Terrain 
unveiling the relic 
during the December 
7th Ceremony.



NOMINATION TIME
Mail to Department by February 1, 2023
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www.michiganlegion.org/reconnect

American Legion Department of Michigan  
James Schutze Reconnect Award 

 
Awarded Annually to the Post demonstrating the highest level of support and assistance for 

our veterans and military families. 

Nomination forms must be completed and submitted to Department Headquarters by February 1st. 

Mail completed nomination form to:  

The American Legion Department of Michigan 
Attn: Reconnect Committee Chair 
212 N. Verlinden Ave., Suite A  
Lansing, MI 48915 

Nominations will be reviewed by the Reconnect Committee during Winter Meeting for award 
presentation at Department Annual Convention. 

 

Date:    _________________ 

Post #:  _________________ 
 

Nomination Narrative: 

 

Welcome to the Family!
This was the first meeting of the new Vassar Post 15. The election on 

November 9th was a HUGE success!! Here are the Charter Members with 
PDC Richard Chatman, doing Officer Installation and Presentation of Gav-
el to newly elected Post Commander, Keishan Counts.
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PDC Dick Chattman, Media & communica-
tion Chair Greg Spight, Coleman A. Young JR. 
and 2nd Vice Commander of Post 202 Charles 
Atwater. 

Michigan Military and Veterans Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony

Coleman Alex-
ander Young.  WW2 
Vet, Tuskegee Airman, 
State Senator, and 
Detroit’s 1st African 
American Mayor and 
Post 202’s namesake is 

inducted into the Michigan Military 
and Veterans Hall of Honor Class of 
2022.

Online form available at Michiganlegion.org/reconnect
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Scouting News
Doug Carignan

It’s that time of year when all our programs in the 
American Legion have started. Some of our programs 
have registration forms on our Department website. 
The one I’m concerned with is the Eagle Scout of the 
year. I have found out through the Michigan Cross-
roads Council that 45 Posts sponsor Scouting. The 
requirements are at the end of this article. I know of 
only 35 Posts.

What I would like to see is, if a Post sponsors 
Scouting, it would be great for the Post to send a pic-
ture to Jim Showers at Department Headquarters for 
the Legionnaire with a blip about their Eagle Project. 
You can reach him at media@michiganlegion.org. 
As we all know, not every Eagle Scout is eligible for 
the Eagle Scout of the Year. I believe that every Ea-
gle Scout should be recognized for their accomplish-
ment in Scouting.

With over 650 Scouts, we hope we will have some 
Eagle Scouts who qualify for this award this year. I 
would suggest to the Post Leadership to make a copy 
of the form, just in case a signature is missing, so we 
can send it back to the Scout’s parents or the Post 
Leadership. The deadline is March 1, 2023, for this 
award.

Department Eagle Scout Award $1,000
National Eagle Scout Award $10,000
The requirements are as follows:
Eligibility Requirements

THE NOMINEE MUST:
• Be a registered, active member of a Boy Scout 

Troop, Varsity Scout Team, or Venturing Crew char-
tered to an American Legion post, American Legion 
Auxiliary unit, or Sons of The American Legion 
Squadron.

OR
• Be a registered, active member of a chartered 

Boy Scout Troop, Varsity Scout Team, or Venturing 
Crew, and the son or grandson of a Legionnaire, Sons 
of The American Legion, or Auxiliary member.

AND
• Received the Eagle Scout Award.
• Be an active member of his religious insti-

tution and must have received the appropriate Boy 
Scout religious emblem.

• Have demonstrated practical citizenship in 
church, school, Scouting, and community.

• Have reached his 15th birthday and be en-
rolled in high school at the time of selection.

• Reside in the department (state) to which he 
applies 

Note: Eagle Scouts still in high school who 
reached their 18th birthday during the nomination 
year remain eligible if otherwise qualified.

If you have any questions, please contact me.
For God and Country, and yours in Scouting
Doug Carignan 586 – 484 – 4354 carignandoug@

yahoo.com

Gabriel Fessenden at the Veterans Day Cere-
mony at Mason County Central Middle School 
in 2011 as a Cub Scout with Pack 4144 of Scot-
tville. Grandson of a Vietnam Vet & son of a 
Sons of the American Legion member. He is 
now Eagle Scout & Assistant Scoutmaster with 
BSA Troop 1193 chartered by Wilwin Lodge.

The American Legion Boys State program is a non-partisan, non-po-
litical mock government exercise. At Boys State, participants learn citizens’ 
rights, privileges, and responsibilities. Its purpose is to awaken within the 
youth of our nation a sincere conviction that a well-informed, intelligent, 
and involved citizenry is vitally needed to protect and preserve our Amer-
ican traditions. The training is objective and modeled on the city, county, 
and state government structures. 

Boys State grows out of the American Legion’s faith in our young peo-
ple and its firm belief that the future leaders of our country should have 
the tools necessary to keep it: a deep appreciation of active citizenship, an 
understanding of democracy, familiarity with our American form of gov-
ernment, and the discernment to select – and to be – productive leaders.

When: June 18-24, 2023 

Where: Grand Valley State University- Allendale, MI 
Eligibility: Male high school juniors going into their senior year in the 

fall of 2023 

Application Deadline: May 1, 2023

Cost (tentative): $25 Delegate Application Fee plus $400 Sponsor Fee ; 
total $425.

Sponsor: A sponsor can be an American Legion Post, Son of the Amer-
ican Legion Squadron, an American Legion Auxiliary Unit, but it can also 
be the boy’s parents, a business owner, a school, or other organization like 
the Elks, Knights of Columbus, or a Moose club. 

Scholarships:
Samsung Scholarship: limited to students between their junior and se-

nior years of high school who attend the current session of either an Amer-
ican Legion Boys State or American Legion Auxiliary Girls State program 
and are a direct descendant of a wartime U.S. military veteran who served 
on active duty during at least one of the periods of war officially designated 
as eligibility dates for American Legion membership. Up to $10,000 schol-
arship awarded. 

Additional Information:
Visit www.michiganboysstate.org for additional information on our 

Boys State Program or to download the application in early October. Ques-
tions can be directed to Ashley Zimmer, 517-220-2754 or legion@michi-
ganlegion.org.



Veteran Service Office Locations
Patrick V. McNamara
Federal Building 
477 Michigan Ave. Rm 1231 
Detroit, MI 48226
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
AL Post 144
115 Front St 
L’Anse, MI 49946
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
 
Charlevoix County OVA
301 State Street
Charlevoix, MI 49720
Hours:2nd & 4th Wed
8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
 
AL Post #257 
7475 B Drive North
Battlecreek, MI 49014
Hours: Thursday 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
Sault Ste. Marie CBOC
509 Osborn Blvd, Ste 306 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Hours: Friday 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855
 
AL Post 558 
400 E. Ludington Dr.
Farwell,  MI 48622
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.492.0086
  
AL Post 412 
5480 Clark Rd
Bath, MI 48808
Hours: 3rd Wed 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
AL Post 301, 10584 N. Main St.
Rapid River, MI 49878
Hours: Wednesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
  
Escanaba Vet Center
3500 Ludington St. Suite 110
Escanaba, MI 49829

Hours: Mon & Thurs 8a-4pm
Phone: 906.202.4238

AL Post #194 
455 Bay St.
Petoskey, MI 49770
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 231.590.6200 

AL Post 294 
3440 Morrish Rd.
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
Hours: Mon-Tues 9am-2pm
Phone: 517.897.1124
  
Genesee Co. OVA, 
1101 Beach St.
Flint, MI 48502
Hours: Wednesday 9am-2pm
Phone: 517.897.1124
  
Department Headquarters 
212 N. Verlinden
Lansing, MI 48915
Hours: Monday 8am-4pm
Wed & Fri 7:15am – 5:45pm
Phone: 517.371.4720   Ext. 112
  
AL Post 491
422 Woodworth St.
Leslie, MI 49251
Hours: 2nd Tue 6pm-10pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
Jackson County OVA 
1715 Lansing Ave. Rm 252
Jackson, MI 49202
Hours: T,W,F 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
Kalkaska County OVA 
303 S. Coral Street
Kalkaska, MI 49646
Hours: 1st & 3nd Thurs 
8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
  
Mackinac County OVA
100 S. Marley St.
St. Ignace, MI 49781
Hours: Mon & Tue 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855

County Office, 400 River St.
Manistee, MI 49660
Hours: 2nd 4th Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
 
AL Post 44, 700 W. Bluff St.
Marquette, MI 49855
Hours: Mon & Fri 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
 
AL Post 76 318, N. James St.
Ludington, MI 49431
Hours: 1st & 3rd  Wed 
8:30a-4:30p
Phone: 231.590.6200
  
Mecosta County Office
14330 Northland Dr. 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
Hours: Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200

AL Post #162, 202 Legion St.
Luzerne, MI 48636
Hours: Thursday 11am-7pm
Phone: 989.492.0086
 
Otsego County OVA
225 W. Main St, Room 104 
Gaylord, MI 49735
Hours: Wed & Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855

Presque Isle County Veterans 
151 E. Huron, 3rd flr.
Rogers City, MI 49779
Hours: M,W,Th 9am-5:30pm
Phone: 989.225.0221
  
AL Post #245
 3564 S. Reserve Rd.
Prudenville, MI 48651
Hours: Friday 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.492.0086

Saginaw Vet Center 
5360 Hampton Place Ste 200
Saginaw, MI 48604
Hours: Wed & Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.1124

Saginaw VAMC, 1500 Weiss st
Saginaw, MI 48602
Hours: M,T, W- 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.497.2500 ex11730

Schoolcraft County OVA 
300 Walnut St. #206B
Manistique, MI 49854
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.202.4238

AL Post 248 
1240 W. Grand River
Laingsburg, MI 48848
Hours: 1st Wed 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 

Ann Arbor VAMC 
2215 Fuller Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Hours: M-F 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.243.5991
  
Michigan Works Bldg 401 
North Lake St., Suite 700
Cadillac, MI 49601
Hours: Mon 8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200

VFW Post 5670, 
54 N. Mitchell Rd, 
Gwinn, MI 49841
Hours: Thurs, 8am-4pm 
Phone: 906.286.3776

American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation 

Our staff is dedicated to pro-
viding the very best veterans’ 

advocacy to Michigan Veterans 
and their families.They can assist with Claims Prepa-
ration, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ 
benefits services. Let us assist you and your depen-

dents in getting the benefits that you have earned by 
your service to your country. 

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
geasterling@michiganlegion.org
Cell (313) 549-8557

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Visit us on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/MichiganVAR
Service Officers

Richard Jacobson  906.524.7746
Stacy King 906.474.9670
Babcock, Phillip 231.299.1414
Elizebeth Cuddington  989.492.0086
Stephanie Fisher 989.225.0221
Thomas Kaiser 517.331.1720
Rebecca Lewis 517.371.4720    Ext. 112
Richard Wiles 517.897.0855
Brian Machuk 989.321.4650

Gary Easterling
Director
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DON’T FACE THE VA ALONE!
Find an American Legion Veteran Service Officer near you. Use an Accredited Veteran Service Officer.  Here are where American Legion Department 

Service Officers are.  If one is not near you call 313-964-6640 and they will guide you to an accredited veteran service officer who will help you.
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The Volunteers Services Office at the Aleda E. 
Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw needed win-
ter clothing and blankets to support the Veterans 
in their program.  Members of American Legion 
Post 57 answered the 
call.

Post 238 Adjutant 
Mike Grant pres-
ents a check for 
$8600 From the 
911 Heros Race to 

Hero’s Haven.

Robert Loesel and 
James Bickel re-
ceived a “Certifi-
cate of Apprecia-
tion” in recognition 
of their outstand-
ing efforts support-
ing their commu-
nity and American 
Legion Blumfield 
Post 229.

On October 26, members of the ALR from Post 
32 in Livonia met with various staff members at 
the recently opened VA Outpatient Clinic in Can-
ton,  MI. They donated lap blankets, water, and 
snack foods for Veterans at the new clinic.

(L-R): Tom Pellerito, Tony Bradburn, Mark Rydberg, Deb-
bie Abraham, and VA staff member Dale.

L to R:Service Officer-Annie King, Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer, 1st Vice Jonai Jones-Renfroe and Post Honor 
Guard Member Michael Parker.

Members of Coleman A. Young Post 202 are with 
Governor Whitmer Prior to the 17th annual De-
troit Veterans Day Parade.

70 years of Membership in 
Snyder-Lewis-Welty Post 454

Post 454 members pictured 
presenting Morris his 70 
year card at his home are 
L-R: Past District 4 Com-
mander Harry Delle, Com-
mander Brett Johnson, Joe 
Ludwick and Morris Mc-
Murray.

L To R John Brunswick (Finance Officer), Heidi Priestley 
(Stambaugh Elementary Principal), Richard Weatherholt 
(Commander), and Jerry Williams (Post Service Officer).

American Legion Reino Post 21 donates 
Reading Material to Stambaugh Elementary

Happy Birthday!
Commander Gregg 

Ponke celebrating le-
gion member Norbert 
Meinnger on his 99th 
Birthday! Norbert was 
a World War II vet and 
continues to serve his 
post and communi-
ty as an Honor Guard 
Member at Post 566 
Memphis Michigan.
American Legion Riders from Livonia Post 32 

donated to the Toys For Tots campaign.

L-R Debbie Abraham, Tom Pellerito,  Bob Couturier,  
Kathy Couturier, Mark Rydberg, and Tony Bradburn.

The American Legion Royal Oak 253 Frank Wein-
land Post replaced the current tattered American 
Flag with a brand new flag at the James Independent 
Senior Living Center in Ferndale on December 1st. 

L-R: Rev. James K. Warunek, Wayne Blank, Edward Burk-
ardt, and Frank Roche.

Adam from the Aleda E. 
Lutz VA Medical Center 
Volunteer Services Office 
Thanks the American Le-
gion Post for its generous 
donation.

Chaplain Bob Edwards is recognized for his 
52 years continuous membership at Kalama-
zoo Joseph B Westnedge Post 36. Pictured with 
Commander Don Gillespie.

Commander Brent 
Reeves receives the 
SAL Charter and 
the Charter Mem-
ber Roster, for the 
new Kalamazoo 
Joseph B Westnedge 
Squadron 36. 
Pictured Com-
mander Don Gilles-
pie, and Command-
er Brent Reeves.

At the 247th Marine Corps Birthday Breakfast on 
November 12. At the Grand Haven Eagles.
L to R: American Legion Past Commander, 1st 
Sgt. ‘Top’ Robert Vermurlen, Youngest Marine 34 
years old Sgt. Will Montgomery, and Lt. Col. Joe 
Motsinger (cutting cake ).

Grand Haven, Charles A. Conklin 
Post #28 collected for the

Goodfellows/Crusade for Toys

Fort Bragg retired the Micheal A. Dickinson III 
marker from a training facility and donated it to 
its namesake Michigan Post 257.


